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International Social SME in Emerging Countries: Does the government support their International Growth?
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Through an empirical research developed based on a sample of five international social SMEs in a Chinese city, this study examines the internationalization of social enterprises. Its purpose is to evaluate the role played by governments in supporting international growth. This is done using behavioural theory dimensions of prevalence, relevance, urgency, accessibility, and radicalness.

From our analysis, local government supports the launch of social SMEs but this is limited to their growth stage. Entrepreneurial skills and external networks, thus, become crucial factors in the development of a new international business development model, encouraging further scholarly investigation.

Introduction

Over the past few decades, research from different disciplines has taken contrasting perspectives on the significance of government intervention in small to medium enterprises (SMEs) [START_REF] Bennett | Government advice networks for SMEs: an assessment of the influence of local context on Business Link use, impact and satisfaction[END_REF][START_REF] Smallbone | The role of government in SME development in transition economies[END_REF][START_REF] Rasiah | Government-business coordination and small enterprise performance in the machine tools sector in Malaysia[END_REF][START_REF] Tambunan | SME development, economic growth, and government intervention in a developing country: The Indonesian story[END_REF][START_REF] Perren | Government discourses on entrepreneurship: issues of legitimization, subjugation, and power[END_REF]. These perspectives have highlighted different approaches between developed and emerging countries; in the latter, governmental intervention is considered the main determinant in starting up a business [START_REF] Dunning | Old wine in new bottles: A comparison of emerging-market TNCs today and developed-country TNCs thirty years ago. The rise of transnational corporations from emerging markets[END_REF], in the former, a laissez-faire approach generally underpins business development [START_REF] Basu | Laissez Faire, sustainable development and crisis in democracy in the new millennium[END_REF]. At times, specific forms of government support is often delivered to help social communities [START_REF] Defourny | Social enterprise in Europe: recent trends and developments[END_REF], as well as to entrepreneurial opportunities [START_REF] Ma | Subnational institutions, political capital, and the internationalization of entrepreneurial firms in emerging economies[END_REF]. This underpins the development of a form of business defined as a 'social enterprise' that seeks to help disadvantaged people through economic activities [START_REF] Weerawardena | Investigating social entrepreneurship: A multidimensional model[END_REF][START_REF] Battilana | Building sustainable hybrid organizations: The case of commercial microfinance organizations[END_REF][START_REF] Zahra | Globalization of social entrepreneurship opportunities[END_REF][START_REF] Zahra | On the frontiers: The implications of social entrepreneurship for international entrepreneurship[END_REF]Wang et al., 2015a).

According to [START_REF] Zappalà | From 'charity'to 'social enterprise': Managing volunteers in public-serving nonprofits[END_REF] a social enterprise is a new company concerned with the development of new activities in order to optimize its achievements and efficiency. Additionally, social enterprises are able to offer goods and\or services to contribute to society thanks to support from local public bodies and stakeholders such as universities, customers, and research centres. The rationale lies in the assumption that a collection of groups can better appreciate and manage the investment risk [START_REF] Defourny | Social enterprise in Europe: recent trends and developments[END_REF]. Social enterprises are not non-profit organizations, and as such they aim at achieving social goals by implementing entrepreneurial strategies alongside economic betterment [START_REF] Zappalà | From 'charity'to 'social enterprise': Managing volunteers in public-serving nonprofits[END_REF][START_REF] Mair | Social entrepreneurship research: A source of explanation, prediction, and delight[END_REF]. Hence, even though their main goal is of a social nature, social enterprises also need to generate income by offering products and/or services [START_REF] Alvarez | Discovery and creation: Alternative theories of entrepreneurial action[END_REF][START_REF] Elkington | The power of unreasonable people: How social entrepreneurs create markets that change the world[END_REF][START_REF] Perrini | The new social entrepreneurship: what awaits social entrepreneurial ventures?[END_REF].

The growth of social enterprises has inspired numerous research perspectives from entrepreneurship, sociology, economics, and ethics [START_REF] Mcmullen | Organizational hybrids as biological hybrids: Insights for research on the relationship between social enterprise and the entrepreneurial ecosystem[END_REF]. This resulted in vast multidisciplinary but fragmented literature where an overarching theoretical framework has not been identified yet [START_REF] Saebi | Social entrepreneurship research: Past achievements and future promises[END_REF].

As such, there is a lack of a consensus as to the definition of social entrepreneurship [START_REF] Choi | Social entrepreneurship as an essentially contested concept: Opening a new avenue for systematic future research[END_REF]. Nevertheless, the government is considered to be a key actor in both the creation and growth of the social enterprise. As suggested by Fontan and Shagge (1998) and [START_REF] Midgley | Social capital and local economic development: Implications for community social work practice[END_REF], public institutions assume a significant role in supporting the social progress.

The rise of social enterprises raises several concerns about the effectiveness of welfare practices and policies for disadvantaged people and the overall communities [START_REF] Gray | Social enterprise: is it the business of social work?[END_REF][START_REF] Pearson | New hope or false dawn? Voluntary codes of conduct, labour regulation and social policy in a globalizing world[END_REF]. From this perspective, local governments become facilitators, rather than providers, of social practices [START_REF] Mawson | Making dinosaurs dance: Social entrepreneurship and civic action[END_REF][START_REF] Pearson | New hope or false dawn? Voluntary codes of conduct, labour regulation and social policy in a globalizing world[END_REF]. This change suggests a new privatization economic process, empowering more the entrepreneurial ecosystem. This is the case as social enterprises are more autonomous in making decisions even though the risk of investment is appreciably high. Social enterprises act as a for profit enterprise with a difference being that they have a social mission [START_REF] Considine | Competition, quasi-markets and the new welfare state[END_REF]. The result of the rise in social enterprises is that there has been a transfer of the responsibility for social activities to social enterprises and voluntary agencies and this compensates for a scarcity of government funding [START_REF] Lyons | Building social capital for rural enterprise development: Three case studies in the United States[END_REF].

Despite the afore-mentioned phenomenon, in emerging countries like China, the central government is still significantly involved in enterprise development [START_REF] Alon | Globalization of Chinese firms: Theoretical universalism or particularism[END_REF]Wang et al., 2015a). Since 2004, the Chinese government has introduced different reforms aimed at spurring the development of 'world class multinational enterprises' (MNEs) to identify and exploit market opportunities around the world [START_REF] Luo | Contextualizing international strategy by emerging market firms: A composition-based approach[END_REF][START_REF] Haworth | Compressed Development: Global value chains, multinational enterprises and human resource development in 21st century Asia[END_REF][START_REF] Child | The Internationalization of Chinese Firms: A Case for Theoretical Extension? 1[END_REF][START_REF] Yiu | International venturing by emerging economy firms: The effects of firm capabilities, home country networks, and corporate entrepreneurship[END_REF], and to encourage the establishment of new international SMEs [START_REF] Zhang | What drives the internationalization of Chinese SMEs? The joint effects of international entrepreneurship characteristics, network ties, and firm ownership[END_REF][START_REF] Alon | Internationalization of Chinese entrepreneurial firms[END_REF][START_REF] Singh | The competitiveness of SMEs in a globalized economy: Observations from China and India[END_REF][START_REF] Zhou | Internationalization and the performance of born-global SMEs: the mediating role of social networks[END_REF]. The latter have recently gained more attention among scholars thanks to their capacity to be more innovative and flexible than MNEs. However, the international literature, which has been prolific in research on MNEs in emerging countries [START_REF] Symeou | Internationalization as a driver of the corporate social performance of extractive industry firms[END_REF][START_REF] Fiaschi | Overcoming the liability of origin by doing no-harm: Emerging country firms' social irresponsibility as they go global[END_REF][START_REF] Kotabe | Emerging market multinational companies' evolutionary paths to building a competitive advantage from emerging markets to developed countries[END_REF][START_REF] Kirca | An empirical analysis and extension of internalization theory in emerging markets: The role of firmspecific assets and asset dispersion in the multinationality-performance relationship[END_REF][START_REF] Liu | Environmental risks, localization and the overseas subsidiary performance of MNEs from an emerging economy[END_REF], only presents a few studies focussed on social SMEs in China [START_REF] Zhang | Entrepreneurial orientation, social capital, and the internationalization of SMEs: Evidence from China[END_REF][START_REF] Batjargal | Internet entrepreneurship: Social capital, human capital, and performance of Internet ventures in China[END_REF][START_REF] Zhou | Internationalization and the performance of born-global SMEs: the mediating role of social networks[END_REF][START_REF] Wu | Does a micro-macro link exist between managerial value of reciprocity, social capital and firm performance? The case of SMEs in China[END_REF] or in other emerging countries [START_REF] Maksimov | Reducing poverty in the least developed countries: The role of small and medium enterprises[END_REF][START_REF] Sunduramurthy | Doing more with less, systematically? Bricolage and ingenieuring in successful social ventures[END_REF].

Existing research related to social enterprises and to international growth has mainly paid attention to date to internal factors influencing these subjects, such as resource constraints [START_REF] Desa | Optimization or bricolage? Overcoming resource constraints in global social entrepreneurship[END_REF], organization age and experience [START_REF] Sapienza | A capabilities perspective on the effects of early internationalization on firm survival and growth[END_REF], knowledge intensity [START_REF] Autio | Effects of age at entry, knowledge intensity, and imitability on international growth[END_REF], and social entrepreneur experience and feelings [START_REF] Bacq | Being Valued or Feeling Capable? Explaining Why Empathy Inspires Social Entrepreneurial Intentions[END_REF]. A notable gap is that governments-as third parties providing resources and financial supporthave been underexplored by social enterprise researchers. Although [START_REF] Zahra | Globalization of social entrepreneurship opportunities[END_REF] highlighted how government failures can stimulate social ventures to seek global opportunities, and [START_REF] Zahra | On the frontiers: The implications of social entrepreneurship for international entrepreneurship[END_REF] found that international institutional governance systems can help social ventures achieve globally sustainable well-being, these researchers did not specifically analyse government intervention mechanisms affecting the decision-making processes. Particularly, for those SMEs that possess limited capital, technological, and skilled human resources (Scuotto et al., 2017;[START_REF] Del Giudice | The microlevel actions undertaken by owner-managers in improving the sustainability practices of cultural and creative small and medium enterprises: A United Kingdom-Italy comparison[END_REF][START_REF] Hsu | International ambidexterity and firm performance in small emerging economies[END_REF], government support can be a crucial actor in their internationalization process.

On this basis, this research seeks to explore international social entrepreneurship by critically investigating five international social SMEs operating in different sectors in China. A particular focus is on Suzhou (苏州), a Chinese city that despite its moderate size is well known for its economic wealth and abundance of social enterprises. The purpose of this study, then, is to evaluate the role played by local governments (地方政府), as main stakeholders, in supporting the development of international social SMEs in relation to the five dimensions of behavioural theory (行为理论): prevalence, relevance, urgency, accessibility, and radicalness [START_REF] Zahra | Globalization of social entrepreneurship opportunities[END_REF][START_REF] Zahra | On the frontiers: The implications of social entrepreneurship for international entrepreneurship[END_REF]. This paper consists of five sections: The first section presents a literature review on international social SMEs in emerging countries and the role played by local governments in supporting their development and growth through the lens of behavioural theory. The second section discusses methodology, elucidating why the qualitative approach has been utilized for this research. The third section pertains to the findings and presents a discussion of the results emerging from the five interviews conducted with the sample social SMEs' founders. Finally, the fourth and fifth sections provide discussion and final remarks.

Theoretical Framework

The Behavioural Theory of Social Entrepreneurship

Social enterprises are considered by scholars as an alternative source of valid social development options, such as improving local employability, offering childcare, helping disadvantaged people, and proactively implementing public reforms [START_REF] Zahra | On the frontiers: The implications of social entrepreneurship for international entrepreneurship[END_REF]. This has resulted in the repositioning of the nature of government interventions from a capitalist to a social one.

Governments are not the only institutions that generate jobs, the private sector of economies also contribute to social wealth. In fact, [START_REF] Hall | Public policy and entrepreneurship[END_REF] asserted that the conversion of economic inputs into economic outcomes with the guidance of government policies is the definition of a mechanism aimed at generating social wealth. Such mechanisms involve legal and economic regulation, intellectual property rights, business inputs (e.g. skilled human resources, investments, and new products) and outputs (e.g., employment, salary growth, and wealth).

In this context, social entrepreneurs exploit opportunities by adopting creative attitudes aimed at proactively implementing governmental reforms. In fact, social entrepreneurs strive to generate value for the community by exploiting market opportunities and employing innovation, although this obliges them to deal with entrepreneurial risk and limited resources [START_REF] Peredo | Social entrepreneurship: A critical review of the concept[END_REF]. New enterprises bring a significant impetus to economies because of their ability to innovate, create employment, and improve the wealth system.

In the past ten years research on the topic of social entrepreneurship has grown rapidly [START_REF] Wry | An identity-based approach to social enterprise[END_REF]. Consistent with the term 'social entrepreneurship' which represents an innovative way of dealing with social needs and in creating positive social change, a social enterprise engages in market exchange aims to achieve a social goal (Luke & Chu,2013). The common purpose of social ventures -i.e., to create social wealth -brings about a shift towards the mobilization of social capital from the private to the public sphere [START_REF] Mair | Social entrepreneurship research: A source of explanation, prediction, and delight[END_REF][START_REF] Chell | Social enterprise and entrepreneurship: towards a convergent theory of the entrepreneurial process[END_REF]. The disparity of global wealth distribution induces social entrepreneurs to pursue an extensive range of responsible careers [START_REF] Zahra | Globalization of social entrepreneurship opportunities[END_REF]. Recent data show that around 10% of global people still live on less than US$1.90 a day in 2013, 14% of children were underweight in 2015, and 28% of children had not reached the last grade of primary school in 2013 (World Bank, 2017). These salient society problems often gain the attention of social entrepreneurs, indirectly inducing social enterprise and social entrepreneurship to recognize their responsibilities and expand their entrepreneurship intentions to the whole world [START_REF] Bacq | Being Valued or Feeling Capable? Explaining Why Empathy Inspires Social Entrepreneurial Intentions[END_REF].

It is hard for SMEs to balance their social purposes and capital maintenance. In fact, SMEseither social or private -need support due to their lack of capital, technological, and skilled human resources [START_REF] Scuotto | A multiple buyer -supplier relationship in the context of SMEs' digital supply chain management[END_REF][START_REF] Del Giudice | The microlevel actions undertaken by owner-managers in improving the sustainability practices of cultural and creative small and medium enterprises: A United Kingdom-Italy comparison[END_REF][START_REF] Hsu | International ambidexterity and firm performance in small emerging economies[END_REF]. [START_REF] Desa | Optimization or bricolage? Overcoming resource constraints in global social entrepreneurship[END_REF] point out that resource constraints have been exacerbated by the conflicting requirements of financial returns and social missions. In fact, [START_REF] Chua | Reflections on family firm goals and the assessment of performance[END_REF] highlighted the limitations in pursuing value creation caused by the insufficient availability of resources.

In emerging countries, these constraints have brought about a greater involvement of governments in economic growth and the welfare system. Since 1980, the Chinese government has introduced new reforms aimed at fostering entrepreneurial activities which have resulted in increases in employability and local productivity (Wang et al., 2015a). The Chinese economy has grown incredibly fast and this has induced a sense of emergency in the establishment of social enterprises. Over the last ten years, a sense of social responsibility has increasingly spread among entrepreneurs, resulting in the establishment of numerous social enterprises. In China, social entrepreneurship is currently considered "the start-up of public-interest ventures" (公益创 业).

Behavioural theory in the study of international growth

Chandra and Coviello (2010) defined internationalisation as a process suited to recognizing and exploiting the opportunities that support the entry of entrepreneurship into a new international market. Several studies have highlighted how opportunities are relevant in the entrepreneurial process and that, furthermore, they are related to the success and speed of internationalization [START_REF] Oviatt | Defining international entrepreneurship and modeling the speed of internationalization[END_REF][START_REF] Kontinen | Social capital in relation to the foreign market entry and post-entry operations of family SMEs[END_REF]. The three existing traditional internationalization theories-the Uppsala model, the eclectic paradigm, and the network perspective-are intended to explain the organizational decision-making process towards internationalization [START_REF] Chandra | Broadening the concept of international entrepreneurship: 'Consumers as international entrepreneurs[END_REF].

The Uppsala model focuses on organisational learning based on the effect of knowledge acquisition and commitment building on corporate international involvement and investment [START_REF] Forsgren | The concept of learning in the Uppsala internationalization process model: A critical view[END_REF]. In contrast, the eclectic paradigm pays attention to economic activities, and proposes that the advantages of ownership (O), location (L), and internalization (I) lead the international manufacturing of an enterprise [START_REF] Vahlne | The Uppsala model on evolution of the multinational business enterprise-from internalization to coordination of networks[END_REF]. The network model of internationalization highlights those interactions between organizations that are aimed at compensating them for their limited resources [START_REF] Kontinen | Social capital in relation to the foreign market entry and post-entry operations of family SMEs[END_REF]. However, one aspect that cannot be explained by the three traditional theories regards the aim of getting both economic and non-economic objectives by entrepreneurship. This is especially the case for social enterprise, which requires social entrepreneurs to seek "satisficing" decisions instead of optimal solutions. The primacy of their social mission constrains social entrepreneurs' choices in the presence of conflict between economic opportunities and social responsibilities. Furthermore, the Uppsala model, the eclectic paradigm, and the network model provide suggestions to firms from the perspective of the organizational context-involving individual and organizational resources and capabilities-instead of studying opportunities in social environments.

Considering the attributes of social enterprise and entrepreneurship in relation to both social mission and competitive pressure, [START_REF] Zahra | Globalization of social entrepreneurship opportunities[END_REF] proposes a social opportunity approach based on firm behavioural theory 1 . Social opportunities are divided along the five dimensions of prevalence, relevance, urgency, accessibility, and radicalness. Prevalence refers to those social problems derived from lower levels of society and are considered more salient by entrepreneurs.

Therefore, such problems spur entrepreneurs to explore market opportunities in their territorial proximity [START_REF] Prahalad | The blinders of dominant logic[END_REF]. Relevance relates to the social motivations of entrepreneurs in helping disadvantaged people. It pertains to how entrepreneurs react to social problems because of their social backgrounds, past experiences, and identities [START_REF] Bromiley | The behavioral foundations of strategic management[END_REF]. Urgency concerns unexpected social or natural events such as hurricanes, genocides, wars, and typhoons. It calls for 1 For more information on behavioural theory, consult [START_REF] Cyert | A behavioral theory of the firm[END_REF] a problem-solving approach that can differ across international borders [START_REF] Zahra | Globalization of social entrepreneurship opportunities[END_REF].

Accessibility relates to the possibility of obtaining resources. Due to ineffective public support, it is usually the more challenging dimension for the private sector [START_REF] Austin | Social entrepreneurship: it's for corporations too[END_REF]. Given their scarcity of resources, social SMEs are more likely to be creative in getting solutions. Lastly, radicalness refers to the process of generating radically innovative ideas. Social SMEs can fill the gap left by traditional welfare's inability to offer creative and innovative solutions due to its lack of flexibility and skills (see also [START_REF] Nelson | An evolutionary theory of economic change[END_REF].

In regard to the internationalization of social enterprises, the multiple criteria found in Zahra's firm behavioural theory increases the complexity of global opportunities. The five dimensions of social opportunities cover societal, political, and moral contexts in dynamic environments [START_REF] Engelke | Opportunities for social enterprise in Germany-Evidence from an expert survey[END_REF][START_REF] Blundel | Entrepreneurial social responsibility: Scoping the territory[END_REF]. The existing research has found that prevalence, relevance, and accessibility are positively correlated to the speed of international growth. This includes relevance, urgency, and accessibility being positively correlated to geographic scope and radicalness being negatively correlated to the latter [START_REF] Mckenny | Research in social entrepreneurship: an annotated bibliography[END_REF]. Subsequently, [START_REF] Zahra | On the frontiers: The implications of social entrepreneurship for international entrepreneurship[END_REF] pointed out that these social opportunity approaches do not address the question of what common-sense rule is employed to advance an international social enterprise. Despite social activities being empowered by private social responsibility programme, in emerging countries, central governments still predominantly control the economy (Hall & Sobell, 2006).

Therefore, from a political perspective, an analysis on emerging countries can answer the question as to how local government interventions affect entrepreneurial decisions in relation to the five social opportunity dimensions of internationalization processes.

The behavioural view of entrepreneurs' pro-social motivations

As posited by behaviour theory, social opportunities are considered relevant to the degree to which they are suited to solve social problems. Social entrepreneurs are described as being more devoted to the social community and aimed at helping disadvantaged people through skilled networks [START_REF] Kent | Social capital, social entrepreneurship and entrepreneurship education[END_REF]. Conversely, profit seeking entrepreneurs are more prone to express their individuality [START_REF] Mcclelland | N achievement and entrepreneurship: A longitudinal study[END_REF] and independency [START_REF] Blackburn | The future of the small firm: attitudes of young people to entrepreneurship[END_REF].

Social entrepreneurs occupy relevant positions in the market, generating socio-economic value [START_REF] Stevens | The social and economic mission of social enterprises: Dimensions, measurement, validation, and relation[END_REF]. They operate within the scope of a set of social goals and with a social business orientation that enables them to be driven by social challenges [START_REF] Chell | The entrepreneurial personality: a few ghosts laid to rest?[END_REF].

Social enterprises are usually created by proactive actions undertaken by entrepreneurs to support people from their same social backgrounds [START_REF] Bromiley | The behavioral foundations of strategic management[END_REF]. Pro-social motives are recognised to spur an entrepreneurial journey that is embarked upon to compensate for a lack of financial resources [START_REF] Mair | Social entrepreneurship research: A source of explanation, prediction, and delight[END_REF]. Ideally a social entrepreneur should introduce advanced solutions to improve the life quality of a community. Such motives are also considered relevant for the international growth of a social enterprise (Williams & Nadin, 2011;[START_REF] De Dreu | Self-interest and other-orientation in organizational behavior: implications for job performance, prosocial behavior, and personal initiative[END_REF]. Personal initiatives or reactions, in fact, can generate income and intertwine social and profit goals in a single entity [START_REF] Renko | Early challenges of nascent social entrepreneurs[END_REF].

For instance, like family enterprises [START_REF] De Massis | Family firms in the global economy: Toward a deeper understanding of internationalization determinants, processes, and outcomes[END_REF], social enterprises strongly connect organizational goals with social ties and community goals. Yet, despite their social mission, social entrepreneurs need to cooperate with local institutions to develop their businesses in the global market [START_REF] Zahra | On the frontiers: The implications of social entrepreneurship for international entrepreneurship[END_REF]. Furthermore, while they make a significant contribution to creating social wealth, they might also face considerable ethical challenges [START_REF] Zahra | A typology of social entrepreneurs: Motives, search processes and ethical challenges[END_REF].

Governmental Interventions on International Social SMEs

Social entrepreneurs generate value for the community by exploiting market opportunities and employing innovation. This requires dealing with entrepreneurial risk and limited resources [START_REF] Peredo | Social entrepreneurship: A critical review of the concept[END_REF]. New enterprises bring a significant impetus to the economy because of their ability to innovate, create employment, and improve the wealth system [START_REF] Masso | Job creation and job destruction in Estonia: Labour reallocation and structural changes[END_REF]. In fact, in many countries, SMEs account for a significant proportion of national economic activity. According to the Trading Economics (2018), in the European Union, SMEs contributed to 57% of the region's economic growth, decreasing employability by 67%, and, in China, they represented 97.9% of all registered enterprises, contributing to 58% of the GDP. This resulted in the Chinese unemployment rate decreasing to 4.12% over 14 years, from 2002 to 2016. This calls for a specific focus on government interventions and social SMEs, in order to study the role played by the former in influencing the decisions and behaviours of the latter aimed at accomplishing their social mission and achieving their international development.

The social or profit needs of SMEs should thus be supported to compensate for their lack of capital, technological, and skilled human resources [START_REF] Scuotto | A multiple buyer -supplier relationship in the context of SMEs' digital supply chain management[END_REF][START_REF] Del Giudice | The microlevel actions undertaken by owner-managers in improving the sustainability practices of cultural and creative small and medium enterprises: A United Kingdom-Italy comparison[END_REF][START_REF] Hsu | International ambidexterity and firm performance in small emerging economies[END_REF]. In emerging countries, this lack of resources has resulted in greater government involvement in the economic growth and welfare systems. For instance, since 1980, the Chinese government has introduced new reforms aimed at promoting entrepreneurial activities. As a result, the country has seen an increase in employment and local productivity [START_REF] Wang | City profile: Suzhou-a Chinese city under transformation[END_REF]. Following government reforms-which affect legal and economic regulations, intellectual property rights, business inputs (e.g. skilled human resources, investments, and new products) and outputs (e.g., employment, salary growth, and wealth)social entrepreneurs have exploited opportunities to adopt a creative view suited to making the most of things, thus, transforming economic inputs into economic outcomes aimed at creating social wealth (Hall & Sobel, 2007). Due to the prominence of their social outcomes, government interventions in the development of social SMEs has resulted in a shift from capitalist to socialism in the nature of government behaviours.

As [START_REF] Porter | Competitive advantage: Creating and Sustaining Superior Performance[END_REF] theorised, the design of structured, well planned, and well executed government policies aimed at enterprises is a requirement for the accomplishment of economic growth.

Therefore, governments need to distribute assets, assign profits, and encourage development and occupation [START_REF] De Castro Sparapani | The role of government in a modern national economy -An economic approach[END_REF][START_REF] Edmiston | The role of small and large businesses in economic development[END_REF]. Hence, they should provide security and support to the private sector [START_REF] Birch | The job generation process[END_REF][START_REF] Eisinger | The rise of the entrepreneurial state: State and local economic development policy in the United States[END_REF][START_REF] Keckeissen | Making Poor Nations Rich: Entrepreneurship and the Process of Economic Development[END_REF][START_REF] Walzer | Entrepreneurship and Local Economic Development[END_REF][START_REF] Deng | The internationalization of Chinese firms: A critical review and future research[END_REF]. Indeed, Sturesson et al. (2005) stressed the enduring importance of the role played by governments in the economy. Consequently, global public bodies have more pressure in promoting and supporting entrepreneurship by introducing new regulations [START_REF] Henrekson | Entrepreneurship and public policy[END_REF].

Many advanced economies, for instance, have legislated new procedures directed at supporting and managing social enterprises, and several others have made no provisions for explicit support and funding mechanisms aimed at helping the internationalization-or even the survival-of social SMEs. [START_REF] Defourny | Social enterprise in Europe: recent trends and developments[END_REF] summarized European policies targeted at social enterprise development and found that Belgium, Finland, Ireland, and the UK had set up specific institutions, policies, and legislation aimed at encouraging individuals to start and further develop social enterprises. In Italy, the term social enterprise was introduced in 1980. Initially the term had been more related to non-profit activities aimed at helping disadvantaged people. It was granted legal status in 1991 when the Act on Social Cooperatives was approved (Law no. 381/1991). Then, in 2006, a law on social enterprises (Law no. 155/2006) was introduced to regulate the offer of social goods and services. This initiative stands in contrast to many other countries, such as Denmark, France, and Germany, which have not enacted support structures regarding social enterprises. These different responses to the rise of social enterprise inspire the researcher to ask whether, in practice, governments can help with the international growth of social SMEs. If so, how do government interventions affect the latter's search for social opportunities? Although the existing literature indicates that government contracts and cooperation are positively correlated to SME efficiency (e.g., [START_REF] Maksimov | Reducing poverty in the least developed countries: The role of small and medium enterprises[END_REF], the positive or negative attitudes towards social enterprises found in different countries can inspire us to explore local government influence specifically on social enterprise decisions in the context of their search for social opportunities and their reactions towards the interventions themselves.

The Market Environment for Social SMEs in Emerging Countries

The shift in the provision of social activities and the ways in which social SMEs internationalise has attracted a vibrant interest from emerging countries. Far less research relates to social enterprises in emerging countries and has been conducted than in relation to the same phenomenon in developed ones, and calls for more detailed research [START_REF] Bruton | Entrepreneurship in emerging economies: Where are we today and where should the research go in the future[END_REF][START_REF] Ratten | Female entrepreneurship and the role of customer knowledge development, innovation outcome expectations and culture on intentions to start informal business ventures[END_REF][START_REF] Anderson | Towards an entrepreneurial theory of practice; emerging ideas for emerging economies[END_REF][START_REF] Kiss | International entrepreneurship research in emerging economies: A critical review and research agenda[END_REF]). Likewise, [START_REF] Sengupta | Conceptualizing social entrepreneurship in the context of emerging economies: an integrative review of past research from BRIICS[END_REF] reviewed research papers on social entrepreneurship in the BRIICS countries-i.e., Brazil, Russia, India, Indonesia, China, and South Africa-and found that social enterprises headquartered in these representative emerging countries faced several similar challenges involving a lack of legal identity and government support, bureaucratic hurdles, stringent policies and regulations, corruption/unfair competition, and resource constraints. Surprisingly, the market size was found to be strikingly similar in these economies. Furthermore, the World Economic Forum (2018) also highlighted several problems for business activities including access to financing, inflation, policy instability, tax rates, and the availability of an educated workforce.

Nevertheless, in this context and even though its economy is still mainly driven by outward foreign direct investment (OFDI), China has recently boosted its entrepreneurial activities thanks to a shift in the government's approach [START_REF] Deng | The internationalization of Chinese firms: A critical review and future research[END_REF][START_REF] Liang | Outward internationalization of private enterprises in China: The effect of competitive advantages and disadvantages compared to home market rivals[END_REF].

An important factor in this discussion is that the Chinese government has monitored and centrally-controlled the economy, and the private sector has only recently been allowed to act independently. For instance, in 2004, a regulation was introduced to sustain the growth of privately owned enterprises (Wang et al., 2015a;[START_REF] Hu | The Chinese economic reform and Chinese entrepreneurship[END_REF]. Since then, China has experienced fast economic growth, though not as fast as to be expected (O'Reilly, 2015;[START_REF] Guo | Understanding the Chinese economies[END_REF]. The Chinese government also slowly introduced other rules to promote the development of new enterprises. For instance, the business form of 'welfare enterprise'-internationally known as social enterprise-was supported to employ disadvantaged people, with the result of more than 90,000 such persons being employed in over 60,000 social enterprises [START_REF] Wen | Performance evaluation model of a pilot food waste collection system in Suzhou City, China[END_REF]. In 2008, a first report on social entrepreneurial activities was published by the British Council China. The Minister of Civil Affairs, proposed a welfare lottery fund to purchase services delivered by social enterprises. The first city to introduce this funding project was Shanghai, followed by Shenzhen, Dongguan, Nanjing, Suzhou, Ningbo, and others. Then, in 2015, the China Charity Fair introduced an accreditation guide for social enterprises. Additionally, an incubator space for social enterprises, known as the Social Enterprise Industrial Park, was set up in Suzhou. Since then and despite its moderate size, Suzhou has been making a relevant contribution to GDP. On this basis, its context was considered the most appropriate for this research.

In a nutshell, government policies on entrepreneurship are crucial for the socio-economic development of national and international enterprises (Smallbone & Walter, 2001).

Research context and methods

This paper's research context-the city of Suzhou, situated at the centre of the lower Yangtze River Delta (YRD)-is relevant for various reasons. First, notwithstanding its moderate-size, Suzhou is one of the wealthiest cities in the Jiangsu province-second only to the provincial capital of Nanjing-thanks to its proximity to the cosmopolitan city of Shanghai and to the support provided by the local government since the 1990s. Furthermore, it accounts for substantial contribution to the GDP of the province of Jiangsu (19.4%). Its principal industries are information technology, electronics, textiles and manufacturing (Suzhou China, 2018).

Second, given its historical prosperity and habitable environment, Suzhou has transformed from an ancient commercial Chinese city to a global, modern market [START_REF] Wang | City profile: Suzhou-a Chinese city under transformation[END_REF]. This has resulted in several industries focussing on this city to be conducted, such as those on its information and communication technology (ICT) firms [START_REF] Wei | Network configurations and R&D activities of the ICT industry in Suzhou municipality, China[END_REF]2013), the development of its industrial area [START_REF] Ma | Urbanisation from below: The growth of towns in Jiangsu, China[END_REF][START_REF] Wei | Beyond the Sunan model: trajectory and underlying factors of development in Kunshan, China[END_REF], and the influence of the shift on the local economy and government activities [START_REF] Chien | The isomorphism of local development policy: A case study of the formation and transformation of national development zones in post-Mao Jiangsu, China[END_REF][START_REF] Luo | Third Transition" of Development Zones: from Industrial Zone to New Urban District-A Case Study of Suzhou Industrial Park. Resources and Environment in the Yangtze Basin[END_REF][START_REF] Yang | Dilemmas of local governance under the development zone fever in China: a case study of the Suzhou region[END_REF].

Third, Suzhou is a highly tech-oriented city that offers different job opportunities for foreign workers along with better salaries and higher management roles [START_REF] Kim | The role of Quality of Place factors in expatriate international relocation decisions: A case study of Suzhou, a globally-focused Chinese city[END_REF].

Fourth, the local education system is very efficient and benefits from a sustainable economic environment. In fact, in 1994, the Suzhou Industrial Park (SIP) was built to transform the municipality into an eco-city [START_REF] Yu | From an eco-industrial park towards an eco-city: a case study in Suzhou, China[END_REF]Shi et al., 2012;[START_REF] Wang | City profile: Suzhou-a Chinese city under transformation[END_REF][START_REF] Wei | Globalizing regional development in Sunan, China: does Suzhou Industrial Park fit a neo-Marshallian district model[END_REF]. This introduced an eco-efficient production system, employing fewer resources and causing fewer environmental issues [START_REF] Huppes | Why eco-efficiency?[END_REF][START_REF] Kuosmanen | Measuring eco-efficiency of production with data envelopment analysis[END_REF].

Lastly, this stimulated the development of several enterprises with a social mission. Although their growth is still limited to a lack of funding, Suzhou has seen an outstanding increase in the number of social enterprises following the two big cities of Beijing and Shanghai.

On this basis, this research offers an initial analysis of how the Chinese government supports the development of international social SMEs. Its purpose is thus to contribute to the international business literature on this phenomenon and encourage future qualitative and quantitative research.

The consistency of the collected data was evaluated by following verification strategies introduced by [START_REF] Morse | Verification strategies for establishing reliability and validity in qualitative research[END_REF], the coherence of the methodology, the adequacy of the sample, the process of data checking, the description of data collection and analysis, and the reference to a theoretical framework (theoretical thinking), as well as the development of a new model (theory development).

To study the applicability of a generalized theory, a researcher needs to make explicit relevant assumptions upon which to build a theoretical framework [START_REF] Galvin | How many interviews are enough? Do qualitative interviews in building energy consumption research produce reliable knowledge[END_REF]. This study sought to offer a new international business development model suited to support the growth of social SMEs in emerging countries. To this end, it developed five assumptions about the behavioural theory dimensions of prevalence, relevance, urgency, accessibility, and radicalness in a specific country context [START_REF] Zahra | On the frontiers: The implications of social entrepreneurship for international entrepreneurship[END_REF]. As observed by [START_REF] Tsui | Knowledge-based extraction of intellectual capital-related information from unstructured data[END_REF], knowledge can be acquired in specific contexts. For this reason, Suzhou was chosen because of its economic growth with a social mission. In fact, with its Social Enterprise Industrial Park, the city offers one of the most efficient incubator spaces for social enterprises.

Country specific insights were provided by means of qualitative research [START_REF] Alon | Globalization of Chinese firms: Theoretical universalism or particularism[END_REF].

This methodology has been used to investigate the phenomenon deeply and provide more focused insights (Erickson & Kovalainen,2008). The technique employed to collect data is the semi-structured interview [START_REF] Fife | Doing fieldwork: Ethnographic methods for research in developing countries and beyond[END_REF], which enables participants to discuss about the business realm with a researcher [START_REF] Behar | The vulnerable observer: Anthropology that breaks your heart[END_REF] and to highlight personal thoughts [START_REF] Collins | Emotional intelligence and the qualitative researcher[END_REF], even when emotions and/or external inputs may cause some misunderstandings [START_REF] Hawamdeh | Qualitative interviewing: methodological challenges in Arab settings[END_REF]. Following this rationale, semi-structured interviews were piloted to critically investigate five international social SMEs [START_REF] Bryman | The researcher interview: a reflexive perspective[END_REF], who were aware of the concept of social entrepreneurship. This satisfied the condition, postulated by [START_REF] Morse | Strategies for sampling. Qualitative nursing research[END_REF], by which a sample is reliable and appropriate if the participants have knowledge of the research subject. He further argues that in order to be adequate, comprehensive, and complete the sample needs to reflect all facets of a scenario.

The five sample international social SMEs operated in different sectors and shared similarities and differences in their business operations. This in line with the idea that enterprises' goals differ according to industry, business size, market position, and ownership approach, among other important variables [START_REF] Kotlar | Organizational goals: antecedents, formation processes and implications for firm behavior and performance[END_REF]. A common characteristic of all businesses is that they have internationalized their business for more than one year. Basically, China has two major ways to develop into international social business. One way is to build and foster "Belt and Road Initiatives", in which Chinese businesses have attempted their best to attract shareholders outside China. For instance, African countries are one of the most areas involved in these initiatives as China offers convenient goods and services, easy access to funds and capital, and low loan rates [START_REF] Yu | Motivation behind China's 'One Belt, One Road'initiatives and establishment of the Asian infrastructure investment bank[END_REF][START_REF] Lim | Africa and China's 21st Century Maritime Silk Road[END_REF][START_REF] Huang | Understanding China's Belt & Road initiative: motivation, framework and assessment[END_REF]. On this basis, we selected two social enterprises with African roots (i.e. entrepreneur α and entrepreneur β).

Furthermore, China is also considered the best place where develop import and export activities (Farell et al., 2006[START_REF] Kuijs | China through 2020: a macroeconomic scenario[END_REF] which is driven the selection of the other social enterprises (i.e. entrepreneur γ, entrepreneur δ and entrepreneur ε) Additionally, to highlight the international side of the social enterprises selected, we have taken in consideration the development of their business model in other contexts as well: especially, the entrepreneur γ has already set up an office in Sydney and Singapore, respectively. The Entrepreneur δ has just set up an office in Los Angeles and the entrepreneur ε has set up offices in India and Malaysia to recruit highly skilled IT workers. And finally, to give a more general view on the present study, the sample included men and women.

Data Collection and Analysis

The increasing number of social enterprises in Suzhou was a justification for selecting this location for our study. The five sample SMEs were selected in line with Deng's research (2012) on international firms. Small and medium sizes emerged as a significant category of research. In line with this, we selected our sample by referring to the SME Promotion Law of China criteria (cited in Hoffman, 2017):

-sector; -employment; -business revenue; -total assets (as showed Table 1 below) China, 2003(cited in Hoffman, 2017) Therefore, each sample of a social enterprise SME from the city of Suzhou was selected from a different sector: retail, import and export (industry), human resource consulting (industry), hotel restaurant, and life insurance (industry). All had an average number of approximately 200 employees and revenue of around 25 million RMB. In addition, they had been in business for more than a year and were developing international social activities. For instance, some contributed to improving in underdeveloped national or international areas, while others employed disadvantaged people, and others still were engaged in protecting the environment.

The participants, three women and two men between 29 and 41 years old, all of whom were founders of the selected international social SMEs were interviewed. One man and one woman came from Africa but had been living in Suzhou for ten years and had developed their businesses internationally for more than one year. The other three social entrepreneurs were locals who had internationalised their businesses more than one year before the interviews. All of them held bachelor degrees (i.e., in Economics, Business Management, Economic law, International Trade and Business, and Information Technology). One entrepreneur had also earned a Masters in Business Administration (MBA) (Table 2). The semi-structured interviews were conducted in both Chinese and English. The interviewers were two bilingual researchers and they facilitated the conversation with the native Chinese entrepreneurs. The interviews were recorded and translated by a bilingual researcher (i.e., Chinese and English) in line with Brislin's approach (1970).

All interviews lasted more than one hour and were divided in two parts: during the first part of the interview, ancillary questions were posed and in the second part, open questions that were more specific to the research topic were asked. These questions aimed to uncover the entrepreneurs' perceptions of the position assumed by the government in sustaining their international expansion and growth of their respective SMEs. In fact, the open questions were asked in order to further develop the topic and to elicit the founders' opinions [START_REF] Creswell | Advanced mixed methods research designs[END_REF] (Table 3). The interview transcriptions and recordings were first analysed by authors individually and then jointly discussed to avoid any diverging interpretations and/or misunderstandings. 

Urgency

Have you had to face any catastrophic natural event?

If so, what was your first response?

Was it the fundament factor to scale up globally and intervene when an unpredictable scenario occurs?

Did the local government help you?

Accessibility

How easy was it to get the legality, external investments, and intangible and tangible assets to sustain your enterprise?

Did you receive a strong support from the local government?

Did you consider the market to be more or less accessible to opportunities?

Did you develop any external collaboration, either locally or internationally?

Radicalness

Did you develop any radical social solutions?

If so, can you describe them?

What were the main challenges?

Did the local government help you?

Source: Our own elaboration

We analysed the dataset of verbatim transcriptions of the responses given by the five entrepreneurs. Each response was coded against the behavioural theory's five dimensions of prevalence, relevance, urgency, accessibility, and radicalness [START_REF] Zahra | On the frontiers: The implications of social entrepreneurship for international entrepreneurship[END_REF]. All respondents preferred to remain anonymous, therefore, we coded each as entrepreneurs α, β, γ, δ, and ε.

Secondary research was also conducted to collect more information on our sample of international SMEs. Analysis emerged from reference material for thematic investigation and for previous research questions [START_REF] Creswell | Advanced mixed methods research designs[END_REF][START_REF] Boyatzis | Transforming qualitative information: Thematic analysis and code development[END_REF].

Findings and Discussion

The Chinese government is gradually helping in the development of social enterprises. An increase in public support is spurred by a composite variety of prevalent collective difficulties such as environmental issues, unemployment, and poverty. The government is not very efficient in providing solutions due to a lack of funding and resources; thus, social enterprises become a valid option to improve community life, serve social needs, and enhance human development in the local and international arenas [START_REF] Elkington | The power of unreasonable people: How social entrepreneurs create markets that change the world[END_REF][START_REF] Chell | Social enterprise and entrepreneurship: towards a convergent theory of the entrepreneurial process[END_REF][START_REF] Desa | Optimization or bricolage? Overcoming resource constraints in global social entrepreneurship[END_REF][START_REF] Perrini | The new social entrepreneurship: what awaits social entrepreneurial ventures?[END_REF]. In some cases, the government makes an effort to fund social projects if a commitment is shown, with the aim to attract stakeholders, social entrepreneurs needing to demonstrate their commitment to helping people, as well as the commitment to those who are looking for help [START_REF] Zahra | A typology of social entrepreneurs: Motives, search processes and ethical challenges[END_REF]. In Suzhou, the local government helps social SMEs primarily throughout their starting up period. In fact, two of the sample entrepreneurs stated:

"The local government gave me financial resources to start up my enterprise. However, the bureaucracy was very slow; I had to wait five months to register my enterprise."

(Entrepreneur γ).

"Yes, I had the local government's support. Likely, thanks to my network competences, I had the opportunity to speed up the bureaucratic system. I was lucky; I heard that people had waited for several months, some of them for almost a year, to get their enterprise registered." (Entrepreneur δ).

Therefore, we propose:

Proposition 1. In an emerging market, international social SMEs are responsive to the prevalent social problems if the local government supports their business development.

The five entrepreneurs had taken advantage of the local government's inefficiency to exploit opportunities to grow their enterprises globally [START_REF] Zahra | Globalization of social entrepreneurship opportunities[END_REF]. Their social mission was mainly focussed on generating prosperity [START_REF] Hitt | Strategic entrepreneurship: Entrepreneurial strategies for wealth creation[END_REF] and solving common issues.

Entrepreneur ε said:

"I support those whose homes were destroyed due to a natural catastrophe in various parts of Asia. I had been focussing my enterprise on a local area for three years and then I decided to move forward and therefore extend it to the global market."

For all entrepreneurs, social motivations were the main drivers alongside their goal to profit [START_REF] Mitchell | Motivation[END_REF]. In relation to a common definition of social entrepreneurship, the social enterprises analysed were mainly guided by social goals [START_REF] Dacin | Social entrepreneurship: Why we don't need a new theory and how we move forward from here[END_REF]. Previous research has labelled the social spirit underpinning the provision of service to community needs as 'prosocial motivation' [START_REF] Batson | Prosocial motivation: Is it ever truly altruistic?[END_REF]. These SMEs had started their business primarily to achieve social aims rather than to be focus on earnings (Mair & Martí, 2006). Specifically, two entrepreneurs highlighted how social motivations were the key drivers of their businesses: "When I was child, I saw my house destroyed due to an inundation. My family was desperate but I remember quite clearly that a man gave us respite for a while. Despite the fact that we were poor and therefore unable to pay him off, he helped us to build our house again. From then, I have always thought that, one day, I would have done the same. Therefore, I built my own enterprise on a social mission based on helping people who have faced catastrophic natural events. Thanks to my local network assets, I could follow my mission, locally at first and then internationally." (Entrepreneur ε).

"I had the opportunity to help disadvantaged people, who are not very well treated and abandoned. My purpose is to offer them job opportunities and improve their lives."

(Entrepreneur α).

Such insights highlight how pro-social motivations can be positively correlated to the international development of a social enterprise [START_REF] Williams | Tackling the hidden enterprise culture: government policies to support the formalization of informal entrepreneurship[END_REF][START_REF] De Dreu | Self-interest and other-orientation in organizational behavior: implications for job performance, prosocial behavior, and personal initiative[END_REF]. For instance, a personal initiative can generate income even though it had only been implemented for social purposes. Social and profit goals can be mingled in a single entity (Renko et al., 2012). Entrepreneur α had started his business to improve her well-being: [START_REF] De Dreu | Group creativity and innovation: A motivated information processing perspective[END_REF], who have found that personal social motivations spur creativity and innovation [START_REF] Cyert | A behavioral theory of the firm[END_REF][START_REF] Kotlar | Organizational goals: antecedents, formation processes and implications for firm behavior and performance[END_REF].

Based on this research literature, we suggest that:

Proposition 2. In emerging markets, international social SMEs are responsive to the relevance of the entrepreneurs' pro-social motivations for international growth

The urgency of addressing social needs also results in a crucial challenge for the five SMEs.

They had the ability to convert an occasion into a business [START_REF] Wood | The production of entrepreneurial opportunity: a constructivist perspective[END_REF], which calls for a greater engagement with local and international institutions. Social entrepreneurs, thus, build strong social ties with their stakeholders based on their strong local roots. In turn, they become involved in the emergence of environmental social problems-such as pollution, inundations, earthquakes, etc.-which require collective actions. This reflects similarities with another business type-i.e., family businesses. Indeed, it is possible to state that both types of enterprises are driven by affective endowment and emotional attachment [START_REF] De Massis | Family firms in the global economy: Toward a deeper understanding of internationalization determinants, processes, and outcomes[END_REF] and are funded by social capital [START_REF] Piva | Family firms and internationalization: An exploratory study on high-tech entrepreneurial ventures[END_REF][START_REF] Zahra | Harvesting family firms' organizational social capital: A relational perspective[END_REF].

Three entrepreneurs experienced a few emergencies linked to natural catastrophes, which were solved thanks to the close collaboration with the local government.

"The connection with local institutions is very important; without them, I could not act.

Hurricanes and/or inundations are very frequent in Africa and China and a great effort needs to be made to give those people who have lost everything their lives back."

(Entrepreneur β).

"I had to face an earthquake but, luckily, my enterprise was not destroyed; so we could host local people for a month, receiving some financial support from the local government, which acted promptly." (Entrepreneur γ)

"In this case, the local government helped. It also needed to help because I had to solve a social problem which required an immediate and substantial financial contribution from the local government. My enterprise facilitated its intervention; so, I believe that a close collaboration needs to be established with local authorities." (Entrepreneur δ).

Based on these insights, we have formulated the following proposition:

Proposition 3. In emerging markets, international social SMEs are reactive to the urgency of social problems thanks to local governmental support.

As some of the social SME participants came from the same backgrounds as those disadvantaged they were helping, they were more able to empathize with their needs and come up with radical solutions [START_REF] Murphy | A model of social entrepreneurial discovery[END_REF][START_REF] Zahra | Globalization of social entrepreneurship opportunities[END_REF]. This made their commitments stronger and although they become emotionally attached to their business, they also became more exposed to how their activities could impact on other people (Grant, 2007, cited in Renko, 2012,). It may be possible for an affective commitment to damage a business even though the results show that a greater affective commitment supports international growth and has compensated for local government's inefficiency. As previously stated, entrepreneur α revealed that as she had come from a low social class, she had decided to enhance her "lifestyle and class level". Specifically, she built fitness parks, sponsored by multinational enterprises.

While intrinsic social motivations are a source of great leverage for international social SMEs, government support is still considered to be relevant. For instance, entrepreneur ε used the expression 'incredibly important': "In the early stages of my entrepreneurial journey, the local government's financial support was incredibly important. This notwithstanding, my network competencies have allowed me to develop my enterprise internationally. The local government still has a strong control on enterprises and sometime the slowness of its bureaucracy discourages their development."

Entrepreneur β associated the opportunity to scale up internationally with government support. In discussions with him, he noted that "the Chinese government acts as a controller and has got a strong authority in all enterprise decisions. However, it does offer substantial financial resources that provide an opportunity to scale up internationally".

Our sample social enterprise participants, therefore, indicated the need for central or local government support even though this is, at times, marred by lack of communication and inefficiency [START_REF] Murphy | A model of social entrepreneurial discovery[END_REF]. Basically, the central government based in Beijing Despite delays and challenges in working with the local government, three of the entrepreneurs interviewed had tried to overcome their constraints by exploiting their network competencies, which were leveraged by family, university, and community ties. This approach demonstrated guanxi, which is a cultural dimension that encourages the formation of a strong network based on trust and common goals. Specifically, this concept comes from Confucian philosophy and is based on making relationships, helping disadvantaged people, and exchanging favours [START_REF] Alon | Internationalization of Chinese entrepreneurial firms[END_REF]. According to this behavioural theory, this result shows the influence wielded by social groups in the process of planning organizational goals [START_REF] Kotlar | Goal setting in family firms: Goal diversity, social interactions, and collective commitment to family-centered goals[END_REF]. Furthermore, MNEs play a relevant role in compensating for the SMEs' scarce financial resources [START_REF] Kontinen | Social capital in relation to the foreign market entry and post-entry operations of family SMEs[END_REF][START_REF] Chandra | Broadening the concept of international entrepreneurship: 'Consumers as international entrepreneurs[END_REF][START_REF] Contractor | The growth of alliances in the knowledge-based economy[END_REF]. According to

McMullen and Bergman (2017) social entrepreneurs are supported by external actors who enhance their partnership goals in generating value for disadvantaged people. In a nutshell, through their networks, social entrepreneurs gather resources spurred on by their pro-social motivations to enhance wealth in the community and generate social value [START_REF] Chell | Social enterprise and entrepreneurship: towards a convergent theory of the entrepreneurial process[END_REF].

Here are some of partipants' thoughts:

" Proposition 4. In emerging markets, greater local government support, along with network competencies, provides resource accessibility to international social enterprises.

Another challenge is being connected to the demonstration of social impact, which requires long term investment and access to resources. This need to demonstrate social return on investment (SROI) creates uncertainty and often makes it harder to engage with early investors [START_REF] Seelos | Profitable business models and market creation in the context of deep poverty: A strategic view[END_REF]. Despite this, social impact may evoke the concept of radicalness to benefit local communities. However, the ideas of our sample social SMEs, which were not globally new, were considered innovative for the local market. All of them had come up with something new. For instance, entrepreneur α had built free fitness parks-each of which had been sponsored by an MNE-in which disadvantaged people could exercise and/or practice several sports such as football, basketball, and dance. Entrepreneur γ introduced a cooking school for disadvantaged people in order and give them the possibility to acquire new skills and have a better future.

"I believe that it would be a common opinion that the local government helps during the early stages of starting up a social enterprise, but it does not support the growth stage.

The bureaucracy is very strict and does not facilitate the opportunity to internationalise my enterprise. However, luckily, I identified an international opportunity thanks to my networking competency. I believe that a combination of local governmental support and external networking would definitely encourage the development of other social enterprises. I know many young entrepreneurs who have clever ideas but are not encouraged enough to implement new solutions due to a scarcity of resources."

(Entrepreneur δ)
Lastly, we propose:

Proposition 5. In emerging markets, international social SMEs attempt to implement radical solutions due to local government inefficiency.

Conclusion

While there is a substantial body of research on social entrepreneurship and a robust literature on standards for measuring an organization's social impact [START_REF] Rawhouser | Social impact measurement: Current approaches and future directions for social entrepreneurship research[END_REF][START_REF] Millar | Social return on investment (SROI) and performance measurement: The opportunities and barriers for social enterprises in health and social care[END_REF], the measure of social entrepreneurship motivations need to be further validated examined [START_REF] Carraher | Validation of a measure of social entrepreneurship[END_REF]. Social entrepreneurs establish ventures to grapple with social issues [START_REF] Kibler | The evaluative legitimacy of social entrepreneurship in capitalist welfare systems[END_REF].

However, while trying to attain commercial aims and give back to the community at the same time, social entrepreneurs are likely to burden themselves with too many responsibilities and, as a result of it, deplete their personal resources [START_REF] Kibler | Why Social Entrepreneurs Are So Burned Out[END_REF]. Furthermore, to generate value, social entrepreneurship necessitates different configurations of human capital than classic business entrepreneurship [START_REF] Estrin | Human capital in social and commercial entrepreneurship[END_REF], and empathy is a key trait distinguishing social entrepreneurs from traditional entrepreneurs, and is an important antecedent of social entrepreneurial (SE)

intentions [START_REF] Bacq | Feeling capable and valued: A prosocial perspective on the link between empathy and social entrepreneurial intentions[END_REF]. [START_REF] Kimmitt | Sensemaking the 'social'in social entrepreneurship[END_REF] have examined the ways in which social entrepreneurs make sense of social problems, present a model pertaining to the appreciation and assessment of various circumstances and have found solutions to address these challenges. In this vein, the study by Sundaramurthy, Zheng, Musteen, Francis, & Rhyne (2016) has also explored successful social ventures in the education sector across three different countries (Brazil, South Africa and the US), and concluded that despite significant differences in working in their local environments, social entrepreneurs engage in a similar bricolage processes in two domains of value creation:

utilizing resources in innovative ways, and engaging a wide range of stakeholders as partners.

Furthermore, thanks to its hybrid structure, a social enterprise is also advantaged in overcoming governmental and institutional challenges [START_REF] Xing | Institutional logics and social enterprises: Entry mode choices of foreign hospitals in China[END_REF].

Our study makes a threefold contribution to the literature. First, it enhances the existing international business literature on social SMEs in China by exploring a theoretical model based on a real situation. Second, it provides entrepreneurial views on the international development of social SMEs, which can support future decision-makers and based upon which a cross-analysis can be conducted [START_REF] Child | The Internationalization of Chinese Firms: A Case for Theoretical Extension? 1[END_REF][START_REF] Barney | The future of Chinese management research: A theory of Chinese management versus a Chinese theory of management[END_REF]. Finally, it suggests a research model that can be applied to other emerging countries (see figure 1).

In analysing our results, it emerges how all our sample social entrepreneurs declared that the government had offered them greater support at the beginning of their enterprises' development, but that such support was not consistent for the whole life of enterprises. According to [START_REF] Dunning | Old wine in new bottles: A comparison of emerging-market TNCs today and developed-country TNCs thirty years ago. The rise of transnational corporations from emerging markets[END_REF] starting up a new business calls for support from the government. The government acts as a regulator of local market activities and taxes, assuming the role of facilitator of an entrepreneurial journey. This notwithstanding, both the lack of direct communication with enterprises and the lack of support for their growth demonstrates the government's inefficiencies, and are often compensated by the entrepreneurs' own skills and network competencies. In China, the government has supported the launch of social SMEs but its help is less pervasive in the evolution phase of their business lifecycle. The sample entrepreneurs had decided to internationalize thanks to the possession of intangible and well-skilled assets, the ability to engage with its external network, and creative business models [START_REF] Zahra | On the frontiers: The implications of social entrepreneurship for international entrepreneurship[END_REF].

The sample entrepreneurs recognised that it was very difficult to deal with Chinese bureaucracy ( 官僚主义).

For instance, to start up their businesses, they had had to wait long periods, often more than seven months due to the incredible slowness and inefficiency of the bureaucracy. The five entrepreneurs were very disappointed in the lack of direct communication between the government and themselves and the continuous change in social enterprise policies. As stated by [START_REF] Alon | Globalization of Chinese firms: Theoretical universalism or particularism[END_REF] and by Wang et al. (2015a), the Chinese government introduces new policies frequently, but does not develop a direct line of communication with enterprises. This lack of communication makes it harder to access resources, already one of the big constraints for SMEs.

Hence, the government should further facilitate social SME operations, assisting them with intellectual and financial resources [START_REF] Mawson | Making dinosaurs dance: Social entrepreneurship and civic action[END_REF][START_REF] Fontan | Community economic development organizations in Montreal[END_REF][START_REF] Midgley | Social capital and local economic development: Implications for community social work practice[END_REF]. SMEs, whether social or private, need to be supported due to their lack of capital, technological, and skilled human resources [START_REF] Scuotto | A multiple buyer -supplier relationship in the context of SMEs' digital supply chain management[END_REF][START_REF] Del Giudice | The microlevel actions undertaken by owner-managers in improving the sustainability practices of cultural and creative small and medium enterprises: A United Kingdom-Italy comparison[END_REF]. This support can reduce entrepreneurs' concerns regarding welfare practices and policies introduced by the government [START_REF] Gray | Social enterprise: is it the business of social work?[END_REF], which are often considered criticise as to their effectiveness for disadvantaged people and communities in general [START_REF] Pearson | New hope or false dawn? Voluntary codes of conduct, labour regulation and social policy in a globalizing world[END_REF].

In line with Considine's research (2000), we maintain that the Chinese government should shift its action from a collective to a private enterprise base, which would give social enterprises more responsibility to deliver greater efficiency [START_REF] Lyons | Building social capital for rural enterprise development: Three case studies in the United States[END_REF]. The concept of 'a political process of narration' introduced by Dey and Steyaert (2010: p. 8) and explained by Teasdale ( 2012) is relevant here, as it affirms the finding that the number of social business increases due to the public weakness in solving society's difficulties. SMEs, thus, take advantage of this inefficiency by adopting creative approaches to improving government reforms. Entrepreneurship, then, results in greater attempts to implement radical solutions. [START_REF] Bashir | A Spatial Analysis of the Role of Entrepreneurship in the Economic Development in the Northeast Region of the United States[END_REF] found that the creation of new businesses likewise gives a significant impetus to the economy because of their ability to innovate and create employment.

This study adds to literature on new ventures and resources as well as social SMEs being helped by their external networks. The importance of establishing collaborations with universities emerged as leverage in international growth. Entrepreneur ε declared that his collaboration with academia had proved to be very powerful in gathering knowledge. She had benefited from intellectual resources to a degree greater than those delivered by the government. Collaboration with MNEs is considered another relevant pillar in the business growth of social enterprises (as stated by entrepreneur α). This evokes the need for more interactions with other businesses to enable SMEs to compensate for their lack of resources [START_REF] Kontinen | Social capital in relation to the foreign market entry and post-entry operations of family SMEs[END_REF] and internationalise [START_REF] Chandra | Broadening the concept of international entrepreneurship: 'Consumers as international entrepreneurs[END_REF]. According to [START_REF] Contractor | The growth of alliances in the knowledge-based economy[END_REF], the concept of networking includes horizontal and vertical interactions that can involve customers, suppliers, universities, public institutions, and other businesses in order to increase economic returns.

Social enterprises with scarce resources and weak local institutional financial support tend to mobilize resources and capital to areas of potential opportunities. With the addition of market failures and weak local government support, social enterprises often have to search for global opportunities to survive [START_REF] Zahra | On the frontiers: The implications of social entrepreneurship for international entrepreneurship[END_REF]. Through internationalization, entrepreneurs can seek new opportunities and gain an increasing likelihood of entering foreign markets [START_REF] Sapienza | A capabilities perspective on the effects of early internationalization on firm survival and growth[END_REF]. By researching different markets through a large number of samples, Zahra et al. (2000) found that international expansion, which provides opportunities for technological learning and knowledge gained from diversified markets, is positively correlated to social venture performance. This suggests that international growth plays a significant role in the survival and further development of social enterprise and social entrepreneurship. Therefore, internationalization can be regarded as an antecedent to performance [START_REF] Jones | International entrepreneurship research (1989-2009): a domain ontology and thematic analysis[END_REF].

This research shows the relevance in the international development of social enterprises along the five dimensions described in behavioural theory [START_REF] Zahra | Globalization of social entrepreneurship opportunities[END_REF]: prevalence, relevance, urgency, accessibility, and radicalness. This stands alongside network components consisting of universities, communities, families, and MNEs. Besides these four components, the government also plays a prominent role in supporting a business's global growth, which is driven by its social mission. This process is part of a new international business development model that can be applied to other emerging countries and is shown in the figure below. (Kotlar & De Massis, 2103;[START_REF] Kotlar | Organizational goals: antecedents, formation processes and implications for firm behavior and performance[END_REF][START_REF] De Massis | Family firms in the global economy: Toward a deeper understanding of internationalization determinants, processes, and outcomes[END_REF], the analysed social enterprises presented some similarities with family ones in terms of social organizational goals and collective commitments. Therefore, this encourages a comparative investigation between these two forms of businesses.

Another improvement could be made by analysing other emerging countries. It could be fascinating to uncover any differences and similarities among countries and thus identify best practices. For instance, to explore the reliability of the model in other markets our model could be applied both to other emerging countries and to advanced ones. Hence, the model may require some adjustments and may show different leverage configurations for the eight dimensions in different countries. It may be possible to add other stakeholders to the network dimension or to position the government's support differently. While in China, the government assumes a central role in the development of international social SMEs, this may not be the case in other emerging and\or advanced countries.

Although governmental support is still relevant for all entrepreneurs, it needs to be combined with external networks to strengthen international growth. The government provides substantial support mainly at the beginning of an entrepreneurial journey; however, this is inconsistent and forces social entrepreneurs to improve their network assets along with their creative resources. In fact, accessing social opportunities is difficult, therefore, creative action and perspectives are required to compensate for the lack of an efficient welfare state.

"

  I belonged to a poor, low class and I put a lot of effort into standing out and so improve my lifestyle and class level. Given this, I started my business to enhance the local areas by offering new fitness parks for poor people. Thanks to the great success of my idea, I met a foreign investor and, together, we exported this idea to other Asian and Australian countries. This project also involved multinational enterprises as sponsors." This confirms the findings of previous research, which demonstrated the positive outcomes originated by social goals. De Dreu & Nauta (2009) and Grant & Sumanth (2009) stated that acting in pursuit of social goals induces a high job performance and this is supported by De

  provides a financial support to local areas; whereas the local government make their own decisions relate to their local area -which the year plan needs to be approved by the central government based in Beijing. Entrepreneur γ reflected on his experience: "It was not easy at all. The funding arrived very late and I could not start up my enterprise earlier. However, the financial support to develop my enterprise was substantial. However, this support has not been constant during the whole life of my enterprise. The main challenges are the continuous changes in entrepreneurial policies and the lack of direct communication from the local government, which do not provide stability."
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Table 1 .

 1 . Chinese SME categorisation criteria

	Size	Sector	Employment Total assets	Business revenue
	Category			
	Small	Industry	< 300	< 40 million < 30 million RMB

Table . 2

 . The characteristics of the participants

	SMEs	Age Nationality Gender	Education	Start	Industry	No. of	International
				Level	Year			Employees	social Activity
	Entrepreneur	29 Kenyan	Female	Master in I.T/	2016	Sport construction	<20	Improving some
	α			Business					underdeveloped
				Administration					national and\or
									international
									areas
	Entrepreneur	31 Nigerian	Male	Bachelors in	2016	Retail		<20	Protecting	the
	β			Economics					environment
	Entrepreneur	37 Chinese	Female	Bachelors in	2016	Hotel/Restaurant	<20	Employing
	γ			International					disadvantaged
				trade/					people
				Economics					
	Entrepreneur	40 Chinese	Male	Bachelors in	2008	Life insurance	<20	Protecting	the
	δ			Economics					environment
				Law					
	Entrepreneur	41 Chinese	Female	Bachelors in	2003	Human	resource	<20	Employing
	ε			Business		consulting			disadvantaged
				Administration					people
								Source: Our own elaboration

Table 3 .

 3 Interview structure against the five dimensions of behavioural theory

	Behavioural	Questions
	Theory	
	Dimension	
	Prevalence	What are the most prevalent problems in your domestic area?
		Did this problem inspire your business idea?
		What was the opportunity?
		Did the local government help you in developing your social enterprise?
	Relevance	Why did you focus on that social problem?
		Did your social background and\or past experiences influence the
		development of your social enterprise'
		Did you see a positive prospective in repeating your initial success in one
		market to others?
		Did the local government support the development of your international social
		enterprise?

  The only support I got from the local government were financial resources, even though the taxes were very high for a social enterprise. Despite this, I was able to implement my solution thanks to the involvement of the local community. Chinese people are very willing to help and share their networks if they trust in you."(Entrepreneur β) 

	"I received substantial financial help from the local government; therefore, I was able to
	implement an innovative solution. In the beginning, I was a little discouraged due to the
	government's belatedness in providing funding; but, thanks to the involvement of my
	family network, I was able to set up my social solution." (Entrepreneur γ).
	"The local government helped me in the beginning but, in the growth cycle of my
	business, I did not get any help. Luckily, the collaboration with a university provided me
	with intellectual support. I was able to attend a few entrepreneurial courses, which were
	inspiring and gave me the knowledge I needed to succeed in the market." (Entrepreneur
	ε).