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and the Yan Izala movement. Finally, the study demonstrates that, just as in the urban centres of Sokoto and Kebbi, there are many fatal incidents in rural areasyet these are unreported. Some explanations for this omission are discussed in relation to poor road infrastructure.

INTRODUCTION AND METHODOLOGY

One of the primary concerns of the Invisible Violence project of Nigeria Watch 1 is to analyse particular local government areas (LGAs) where fatal incidents appear to have fallen outside the radar of press coverage. The issue is to discover whether this omission results from a dearth of media reports or from an authentic absence of lethal violence. Bearing this framework in mind, the current study investigates 'invisible' fatal incidents in Gudu, Gwadabawa, and Illela LGAs in Sokoto State, and Sakaba LGA in neighbouring Kebbi State.

Northern Nigeria now offers the general impression of an entire region in crisis. However, some analytical nuance is required to distinguish areas that are indeed rife with violence from those largely undisturbed. Thus the north-western geopolitical zone of Nigeria includes a mix of states such as Kano and Kaduna, characterised by occasional-to-recurrent crises, and Zamfara, Sokoto, and Kebbi, which have relatively lowintensity violence. To fine-tune our focus on selected

LGAs in Sokoto and Kebbi, two main questions must be asked. First, what is the general character of fatal incidents in Gudu, Gwadabawa, Illela, and Sakaba? Second, what factors help to make sense of this gap in the recognition and reportage of violence in the affected LGAs?

The paper responds to these questions by starting with a brief background of the socio-political and economic local context. With empirical content, it then 1 Nigeria Watch is a database and research project that monitors lethal violence, conflicts, and human security in Nigeria. Collated data reflected in the database is used to provide statistics, draw maps, and analyse trends across the country.

discusses the nature of lethal violence in the selected

LGAs. In the next section, it sheds light on the factors identified as responsible for the shortcomings of reports and records of fatal incidents, while the final part of the paper concludes with remarks on the overall research findings.

In regard to methodology, a total of 1,200 questionnaires were circulated across a broad spectrum of residents in the four LGAs. Although not all respondents completed every aspect of the questionnaire, a total of 1,083 returned sufficient data to generate a gender matrix complete with figures and percentages in relation to each of the four LGAs. However, to employ further rigour in the distillation of the received data, questionnaires not containing key indices for analyses (causes and descriptions of violent incidents, number of fatalities) were separated to generate another set of tables in relation to the four LGAs. Therefore, the total number of respondents recorded in the gender matrix (Table 1) does not necessarily match the total number of respondents recorded in Tables 2, 3, 4 and5. A challenge encountered in the study was in relation to questionnaires that appeared to duplicate the same fatal incidents, year of event, affected communities, and cause of violence. While such questionnaires presented nearly the same set of data, they tended to contain different figures for the number of fatalities. Therefore, such cases were addressed by taking the average of the fatalities recorded since all other variables remained constant. Furthermore, it is possible that there were instances where certain questionnaires presented different causes for a single violent incident. It should also be taken into account that the limitations of human memory on the part of most respondents limited the generation of data in regard to dates of violent occurrences. Consequently, the tables presented for each of the four LGAs reflect only the year of incidents, not the days and months. In all, this study establishes that the overarching pattern of lethal violence in Sokoto and 95,400, 231,569, and 150,133 respectively. 2 For reasons that may help to explain why violent incidents have received minimal attention from the media, it is important to note that Gudu LGA is situated in a remote part of Sokoto State and in fact shares a border with the Republic of Niger. Its capital is a town called Balle, but there are a number of other localities. Similar to Gudu, Illela LGA is also situated far from the geographic centre of Sokoto and shares a border with the Republic of Niger. Among the three LGAs, Gwadabawa is the highest in terms of population size, akin to Sokoto North for instance. However, demographic features do not explain why some LGAs receive little attention as far as violent incidents are concerned.

Gwadabawa is noted to have played an important role in the historical build-up of the Sokoto Caliphate. This fact is acknowledged by Hugh Johnston, who further explains how certain parts of present-day northern Nigeria such as Gwadabawa were geographically compact and in fact not dissimilar from English counties.3 Gudu, Gwadabawa, and Illela-and by extension the entire north-western zone of which Sokoto and Kebbi are a part-owe much of their relative order and peaceful milieu to the influence of history and particularly that phase associated with the legacy of the 1804 jihad.

Although not the main focus of this section, there is an important point to be made regarding how the jihad led by Sheikh Uthman dan Fodio occasioned not only an Islamic and scholastic revolution but also the bequeathing of a profound socio-political structure and administrative organisation of a society which we now know as contemporary Sokoto State. What appears to be the peaceful character of Sokoto and Kebbi is even more significance in light of the ongoing Boko Haram insurgency, to which other northern states such as Borno and Yobe bear witness. It is therefore amidst this apparent atmosphere of relative peace and stability in Sokoto and Kebbi that the challenge of addressing the phenomenon of unreported violent incidents also gains importance.

Like most of the other

LGAs in Sokoto State, Gudu, Gwadabawa, and Illela have their economies based on agriculture and particularly subsistence farming. Several crops are cultivated, but the main ones in these

LGAs include millet, maize, guinea corn, and beans/cowpea. Cattle grazing remains a common practice, which explains why the data in this study underscores how this economic activity is fused with the overall portrait of violent incidents. Weaving, dyeing, and tanning constitute a main focus of local industries; and although attempts have been made by a number of state government authorities to stimulate mechanised agriculture, these LGAs-and indeed Sokoto State-still exhibit a high level of both relative and absolute poverty in comparison with other states. 4 In terms of religion, Gudu, Gwadabawa, and Illela, in common with other LGAs in Sokoto State, are over 90 per cent Muslim, and the predominant language spoken is Hausa (with Fulfulde spoken to a lesser extent). The political landscape in Gudu, Gwadabawa, and Illela has maintained quite a competitive character over the years and especially during the period (2006-2014) examined in this study. A considerable number of the violent incidents identified in the aforementioned LGAs are attributable to the evolution and contestation involving political parties, such as the People's Democratic Party (PDP) and the four defunct parties that later merged to form the All Progressives Congress (APC). These four defunct parties, which were once active within the aforesaid LGAs, comprise the Congress for Progressive Change (CPC), the Action Congress of Nigeria (ACN), the All Nigeria People's Party (ANPP), and a faction of the All Progressives Grand Alliance (APGA). Another party involved in some of the violent incidents was the Democratic People's Party (DPP).

The socio-political and economic dynamics of Sakaba LGA in Kebbi State are largely associated with the larger historical trajectory of Sokoto State. This of course can be understood by the fact that Kebbi was carved out of Sokoto in August 1991. Of 21 LGAs, Sakaba is among the three least populated LGAs in Kebbi State, with a population of 91,728. The other two smaller

LGAs are Kalgo (with a population of 84,928) and Aleiro (67,078). 5 Its comparably low population contributes to the perception of Sakaba by the media as unimportant, and its geographical location within Kebbi places it at an extreme corner of the state, sharing borders with http://www.tucrivers.org/tucpublications/Nigeria%20Poverty%20Pro file%202010.pdf neighbouring Niger. Most people from Sakaba practise Islam and are largely Hausa-speaking. There are also some inhabitants who adhere to Christianity or traditional religious beliefs. For instance, traces of traditional religious worship can still be found among the Cicipuspeaking people ethnically referred to as the Acipu in the part of Sakaba that shares a border with Kontagora LGA in Niger. Subsistence farming and livestock production are widely practised in the area. However, the remote communities of the LGA are severely challenged by problems of accessibility, especially by car during the rainy season. Absent road infrastructure hampers the possibility for farmers to market their harvests outside Sakaba and explains the tendency for violent incidents to go unnoticed by the media and local authorities. As earlier noted in the introductory section, the table above is based on the data from questionnaires in which respondents indicated their gender status in the respective LGAs. While it may not provide the complete gender portrayal of every respondent, it does however provide an impression suggestive of the gender ratio in each of the LGAs. Thus, if the suggested gender ratio is anything to go by, the most striking feature is that there is a much lower response rate from females than from males in all the LGAs. However, the lower feedback rate from females is not in any way a consequence of fewer women in the LGAs. In fact, according to official statistics, Illela

LGA for instance has a slightly higher number of females 11 (75,184) than males (74,949). Such a skewed outcome can be understood in light of socio-cultural dynamics which persist in obscuring the 'visibility' and representation of women in these communities. Furthermore, the marked religious context of these communities also shapes the interaction of males and females in certain public spaces. This factor no doubt exerted some influence on the willingness of certain women to respond and render numerically representative feedback to some of the questionnaires.

VIOLENT INCIDENTS IN GUDU, GWADABAWA,

ILLELA AND SAKABA 2006-2014 Based on the data presented, there were at least 131 violent incidents that occurred in Gudu LGA between 2006 and 2014, resulting in a total number of 367 fatalities. These unreported incidents affected at least 39 different wards and communities within Gudu. The top three causes of violence were political crisis (45 incidents), cattle grazing (33) and crime (23). The three least frequent causal factors of violent incidents were market issues, fires, and religious crises. Matters related to sorcery and land issues did not appear at all as causes. Returning to one of the leading three causes, political crises caused the greatest number of incidents particularly in 2007 and 2011, which both happened to be election years in the country. Similar to a number of other states, political tensions usually rise in Sokoto before, during, and after elections. Compared with Gudu, Gwadabawa LGA experienced a slightly lower number of violent incidents (120) and fatalities (253) across 68 wards and communities between 2006 and 2014. The predominant cause of violent incidents was cattle grazing (68 incidents), 6 followed by car accidents (15) and political crisis (12). Sorcery, market issues, natural disasters, and land issues constituted the least frequent causal factors linked with violent incidents in the LGA. In terms of years, 2006, followed closely by 2007, witnessed the highest number of violent incidents, among which the number of conflicts involving farmers and Fulani cattle herdsmen were considerable. Although religious crisis was associated with only eight violent incidents, all involved clashes between the Yan Shi'a and the Sufi brotherhood known as the Tijaniyya. This significant number of incidents involving the Yan Shi'a exceeds the number in Gwadabawa LGA and, indeed, fits a broader pattern of religious-related crisis involving the group in some other parts of Sokoto State, such as in Sokoto North and Sokoto South LGAs. 7 6 Some of the interviews conducted at the Sokoto State Police Command Headquarters helped to confirm the seriousness of issues arising from cattle grazing in several parts of the state. As the tables show, nearly all the incidents involve clashes between Fulani herdsmen and Hausa farmers. 7 There have been a number of past violent incidents involving Shi'a members, such as clashes in 2005 and 2007, as well as more recent encounters in November 2014 during a Shi'a procession in Sokoto metropolis in Sokoto South LGA. Fieldwork for this study coincided with the period when a Shi'a procession took place; and although there were no reported fatalities, some individuals were injured. In Sakaba, the only LGA in Kebbi State examined in this study, a total of 37 violent incidents led to 136 fatalities in 20 wards and communities. The data obtained revealed only four categories of unreported violent incidents: crime, sorcery, land issues, and cattle grazing. Crime and sorcery ranked as the top two factors that resulted in violent incidents, while issues within the realm of politics, religious disputes, and car accidents were unidentified. As noted in the introductory part of this paper, the limitations of human memory-for instance, the ability of Sakaba respondents to recall violent incidents relating to politics, religion, and car accidents-should not be entirely ruled out. Nevertheless, the fact that not a single incident within these categories was cited by any respondent underscores that they were not factors considered conspicuous enough to have caused any violent deaths during the period under investigation.

In fact, as pointed out earlier, certain parts of Sakaba are known to be severely affected by the problem of inaccessibility with cars. Hence, it is possible to understand the absence of motor accident fatalities in the LGA. Finally, the number of violent incidents and fatalities was highest in 2011, with approximately twothirds of the total number of deaths attributed to crimeand specifically to armed robbery attacks.

EXPLAINING INVISIBLE VIOLENCE IN GUDU, GWADABAWA, ILLELA AND SAKABA LGAS Accounting for unreported violence in the four

LGAs requires an understanding of a number of factors. The first relates to the physical location of some communities in the most far-flung geographical areas of a state. In the case of Sokoto, for instance, there is little dispute over the fact that in geostrategic terms it is situated far from the so-called centre of the country. In addition to harsher climatic conditions in the Sahel, this in a sense also influences the predisposition of people to prefer to migrate in search of economic opportunities in more cosmopolitan and industrial cities and states of Nigeria. Illela, for instance, happens to be one of the LGAs located in an extremely distant part of Sokoto State, and in fact it shares borders with another country (Niger). These factors together offer a perfect excuse to media organisations that may claim justification for not exploring such LGAs; but at the same time, these organisations miss opportunities to report violent incidents when they do occur.

A second factor relates to the issue of inaccessibility, which is closely linked to the preceding factor but in an infrastructural context. In Sakaba, statistics thus show a complete absence of car accidents, because of the lack of tarred roads. In Illela LGA-where car accident was the second-most significant factor of lethal violence-nine out of a total of 15 such incidents were attributed to bad roads.

A third issue identified by respondents was the perceived insensitivity of local government officials and political representatives in a position of accountability towards the affected people. Some more critical respondents underscored the need for more effective representation of their communities in the political sphere. Compounding these challenges is also the manner in which these LGAs are perceived in terms of their economic worth in the eyes of the media as well as other stakeholders in the polity. If the people of these

LGAs are not held in high regard by those accountable to them at the political level, this is also reflected in the attitude of media entities, who on their part are less willing to spend money, time, and energy in reporting from these rural regions. The study nonetheless found that there were a few instances where state and national media indeed reported violent incidents in some of the four LGAs under review. But such reporting falls short of providing sufficient details. It simply conveys basic information linked with the entire state, without mentioning the specific wards or communities affected. Several of such incomplete media reports can be found on the websites of various media organisations.

CONCLUSION

The data analysed for each of the four LGAs under review clearly shows a range of factors accounting for fatal violence, including cattle grazing, political crisis, crime, and car accidents. Particular years were also exceptionally violent, such as 2011 and 2013. Gudu LGA in Sokoto State recorded the highest number of fatalities as well as violent incidents, while Sakaba LGA in Kebbi State had the lowest. Although religion was linked to certain clashes involving the Yan Shi'a, the Tijaniyya Sufi brotherhood, and the Yan Izala movement, it accounted for few incidents in all four LGAs. Worthy of note is that the overall data draws attention to an alarming level of lethal violence in oft-neglected rural areas of Sokoto and Kebbi states.

Table 1

 1 

	-Demographics of respondents in Gudu,
	Gwadabawa, Illela, and Sakaba LGAs. Source:
	Fieldwork, August-September 2014	
	LGA	Male Female Total	% Male / Female
	GUDU	234	47	281	83.27 / 16.73
	GWADABAWA 217	87	304	71.38 / 26.62
	ILLELA	155	90	245	63.27 / 36.73
	SAKABA	149	104	253	58.89 / 41.11

Table 2

 2 

	S/N Date Community Cause	Description Fatalities
	1.	2006	Balle	Cattle grazing	Fulani vs Balle farmers	3
	2.	2006	Kurdula	Cattle grazing	Fulani vs farmers	2
	3.	2006	Gwazange	Car accident	Due to bad roads	7
	4.	2007	Balle	Political crisis	PDP vs DPP supporters	3
	5.	2007	Balle	Political crisis	DPP vs PDP during rally supporters	5
	6.	2007	Kurdula	Political crisis	DPP vs PDP during rally supporters	5
	7.	2007	Gwazange	Political crisis	ACN vs PDP supporters	2
	8.	2007	Gwazange	Political crisis	ANPP vs supporters DPP	1
	9.	2007	Dayeji	Political crisis	ANPP vs DPP	

-Violent incidents in Gudu LGA. Source: Fieldwork, August-September 2014

Table 3 -

 3 Violent incidents in GwadabawaLGA. Source:

		Fieldwork, August-September 2014		
	S/N Date Community	Cause	Description Fatalities
	1.	2006	Tungar Zaki	Cattle grazing	Farmers vs Fulani	7
	2.	2006 Tungar Shanu	Cattle grazing	Farmers vs Fulani	1
	3.	2006	Kola	Cattle grazing	Farmers vs Fulani	1
	4.	2006 Kaura Huchi	Cattle grazing	Farmers vs Fulani	1
	5.	2006 Lukuwa Tudu	Cattle grazing	Farmers vs Fulani	3
	6.	2006	Chimola	Cattle grazing	Hausa vs Fulani	1
	7.	2006	Gidan Kaya	Cattle grazing	Farmers vs Fulani	1
	8.	2006	Buzan Lega	Cattle grazing	Farmers vs Fulani	1
	9.	2006	Tajaye	Cattle grazing	Fulani vs Hausa	1
	10.	2006	Gigane	Cattle	Farmers vs	1

Table 4 -

 4 Violent incidents in Illela LGA. Source: As observed in Gudu and Gwadabawa, religious crisis again did not rank among the top three causes of fatal incidents in Illela. In fact, crime caused more violence in the LGA. Market and land conflicts, as well as issues pertaining to sorcery, were the least frequent causal factors of violent incidents. The year 2013 was the most violent year in Illela, measured by number of fatalities as well as frequency of incidents, of which political crisis (involving mainly the PDP and APC) and car accidents (due mainly to bad roads) were the principal causes.

	Fieldwork, August-September 2014	
	S/N Date Community	Cause	Description Fatalities
					Two
					opposing
					political
	1.	2006	Gaidau	Political crisis	parties, DPP and PDP,
					clashed over
					differences
					in interest
					Conflict
	2.	2006 Illela Araba	Sorcery	between husband and
					wife
	3.	2006	Gidan Hamma, Gidan Katta	Fire accident	Explosion
					Incident
					involving the
	4.	2006 Illela District	Crime	Hausa vs
					Adarawa
					community
					Incident
					involving the
	5.	2006	Illela Stadium	Crime	Araba vs Amarawa
					football
					clubs
					Incident
					involving the
	6.	2006	Gidan Kwanni	Crime	Nigerian Army against
					armed
					robbers
	7.	2007	Kan Wuri	Political crisis	DPP vs ACN supporters
	8.	2007 Gidan Katta	Political crisis	PDP vs DPP supporters
	9.	2007	Zugana	Political crisis	PDP vs CPC supporters
	10. 2007	Tudun Gudali	Political crisis	DPP vs PDP supporters
	11. 2007	Gidan	Political	ANPP vs

Table 5 -

 5 Violent incidents in SakabaLGA.
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