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Context: the present system



Context: very expensive system

1 x

= 5 000 € !

Van Noorden 2013



Context: costs are abusive & rising!

Costs are rising !
+5-6% / year

Bosch et al. 2019

Paywall, the movie

Benefits RELX group (Elsevier) 2018: 
2,6 BILLIONS € = CNRS annual budget

2004

2007



Context: an oligopoly

Elsevier Taylor & Francis

Wiley Springer

Sage

Data from Larivière et al. 2015

Social Sciences & Humanities repartition of published papers in 2013

> 50%
Other publisher



A « new » way to publish, preprints

http://www.prepubmed.org



A « new » way to publish, preprints

1 x

= 10 €

1 x

= 5 000 € !

Van Noorden 2013



But preprints lack peer-review



Create communities of researchers to evaluate preprints
e.g. PCI Ecology, PCI Evolutionary Biology, PCI Paleontology, etc.. 

Peer Community In



Completely free for authors and readers
no APC, no paywall, no delay, no subscription 

Peer Community In



PCI imposes Open Data and Open Code

Peer Community In



HOW DOES IT WORK ?



you first 
deposit it 
on a preprint 
server

PDF

1

You’re proud of  your manuscript. 
Instead of, or before, submitting it 
to a journal,

PDF
v1

PREPRINT SERVER (OSF, BioRxiv, Zenodo …)

- anteriority proof
- open access
- free for readers
and authors

- findable

you then 
submit it to 
a PCI.

2

PCI
website

PCI process

not considered 
for peer-review

Revised versions

...,

Your preprint is 
Peer-reviewed

3

PDF
v3

rejected

Your preprint is 
Recommended

4

It becomes a valid & 
citable final article 

can still be submitted 
to a journal

AND‘‘

‘‘Recommended, 
peer-reviewed preprint

PDF
vn

PDF

A citable 
Recommendation
text + the Reviews
are published by 
the PCI (doi)

- open access
- free for readers
and authors

- searchable

5

PDF
v2



1 Upload on preprint server

The research paper will always remain
on the preprint server

We do not publish preprints



1 Upload on preprint server

No delays
Visible and accessible

Protected (DOI)
Versioning

Free



2 Submit to dedicated PCI

13 PCI 



We publish the full editorial process:
- Reviews
- Answers to reviews
- Editorial decisions
- Final recommendation

4 Open recommendation
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Recommendations
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5 Submit to journal (if needed)
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+ Finland et Norway

Evaluation Committees
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A pool of 94 recommenders

PCI Archaeology: recommenders
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WHAT DO WE NEED FOR GOOD SCIENCE?

FREE
PEER-REVIEWED
OPEN
REPRODUCIBLE



THE STEPS FOR CREATING PCI GEOCHEMISTRY
1) Choose 1 or 2 colleagues to set up and manage the PCI

2) Define the subject

3) Establish a first group of recommenders (20 to 50)

4) Submit your proposal to the PCI association for approval

5) Recruit more recommenders

6) Set up a managing board

7) Open publicly the PCI

https://peercommunityin.org/2019/05/21/steps-in-the-creation-of-a-new-pci/



These slides are available at https://osf.io/t2mq7/

OPEN SCIENCE 
IS JUST

GOOD SCIENCEJ. Tennant † 

https://peercommunityin.org/ @PeerCommunityIn
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