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Abstract We review the different scenarios for the origin of light noble gases (He, Ne, and Ar) on Earth.
Several sources could have contributed to the Earth’s noble gas budget: implanted solar wind, solar nebula
gas, chondrites, and comets. Although there is evidence for ‘‘solar-like’’ neon in the Earth’s mantle, questions
remain as to its origin. A new compilation of noble gas data in lunar soils, interplanetary dust particles,
micrometeorites, and solar wind allows examination of the implanted solar wind composition, which is key
to understanding the ‘‘solar-like’’ mantle neon isotope composition. We show that lunar soils that reflect
this solar-wind-implanted signature have a 20Ne/22Ne ratio very close to that of ocean island basalts. New
data and calculations illustrate that the measured plume source 20Ne/22Ne ratio is close to the primitive
mantle ratio, when taking into account mixing with the upper mantle (that has lower 20Ne/22Ne ratio). This
favors early solar wind implantation to account for the origin of light volatiles (He, Ne, and possibly H) in the
Earth’s mantle: they were incorporated by solar wind irradiation into the Earth’s precursor grains during the
first few Myr of the solar system’s formation. These grains must have partially survived accretion processes
(only a few percent are needed to satisfy the Earth’s budget of light volatiles). As for the atmosphere, the
neon isotope composition can be explained by mixing 36% of mantle gases having this solar-wind-
implanted signature and 64% of chondritic gases delivered in a late veneer phase.

1. Introduction

The origin of volatile elements on Earth is a subject of ongoing active debate due to the implications it has
for the Earth’s formation, the evolution of the early solar system and for the origin of life on Earth. In this
respect, noble gases represent valuable tools due to their inertness and can thus be used as tracers of vola-
tile sources on Earth. In this review paper, we reexamine the helium, neon, and argon data obtained for the
Earth, the solar wind, lunar soils, interplanetary dust particles (IDPs), and micrometeorites. These results are
discussed with a view to constraining the origin of these three noble gases on Earth and their implications
for its accretion.

Helium has two stable isotopes, 3He and 4He. 3He is primordial in the Earth’s mantle but can be produced via
cosmic-ray-induced spallation (cosmogenic) reactions on planetary surfaces, whereas 4He is mainly radiogenic,
produced in the U and Th disintegration chains. Neon has three isotopes, 20Ne, 21Ne, and 22Ne. Its three iso-
topes can be produced via cosmogenic reactions but are also nucleogenic in the mantle, though the produc-
tion rates for 20Ne and 22Ne are negligible in the Earth’s mantle compared to their natural abundances
(Yatsevich & Honda, 1997). Argon also has three isotopes, 36Ar, 38Ar, and 40Ar. 40Ar is the radiogenic daughter
of 40K, whereas 36Ar and 38Ar are primordial in the Earth’s mantle but can also be produced via cosmogenic
reactions on planetary surfaces. Therefore, the two isotopic ratios 20Ne/22Ne and 38Ar/36Ar constitute powerful
tracers of volatile sources, whereas the 21Ne/22Ne ratio allows us to monitor any cosmogenic and nucleogenic
components in these sources. Indeed, 21Ne is a rare isotope and is thus more affected by cosmogenic and
nucleogenic production, in contrast to the more abundant 20Ne, 22Ne, and 36Ar.

Several sources for Earth’s light noble gas inventory can be envisaged: (1) the implanted solar wind, (2) solar
nebula gas, and (3) a cometary source and/or a chondritic component. In noble gas cosmo/geochemistry,
different observed components with distinct isotopic compositions have been attributed to these sources:
(1) the component ‘‘A’’ carried by presolar grains being found in chondrites (mostly in carbonaceous chon-
drites), (2) the component ‘‘B’’ corresponding to the implanted solar wind (Black & Pepin, 1969; Moreira,
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2013; Pepin, 1967), and (3) the so-called ‘‘phase Q’’ (Busemann et al., 2000). Phase Q is a carbonaceous resi-
due found in many chondrites and differentiated metorites after acid digestion, it is only a very few percent
of the total mass (Busemann et al., 2000). It is a major carrier of heavy noble gases (Kr and Xe) but is
depleted in light noble gases and so will not be discussed in this paper.

There is evidence for a ‘‘solar-like’’ neon component in the Earth’s mantle (e.g., Ballentine et al., 2005; Honda
et al., 1991, 1993; Moreira et al., 1995; Sarda et al., 1988, 2000; Trieloff et al., 2000). However, it is unclear
how the solar nebula gas can be distinguished from the implanted solar wind (neon B) component in the
mantle, as their compositions are relatively close. Different lines of reasoning have been proposed so far
(e.g., Mukhopadhyay, 2012; Trieloff et al., 2000; Yokochi & Marty, 2004, detailed in section 2) and these sce-
narios have strong implications for early solar system dynamics. Moreover, another source of volatiles is
required to explain the isotopic composition of the atmosphere. This is explained further in section 2.

The aim of this contribution is to review the existing data acquired from samples of the Earth’s mantle, the
solar wind, and lunar soils that record isotopic signatures of the implanted solar wind, IDPs, and microme-
teorites. Having established the different isotopic composition of these potential volatile sources, they may
be compared with the light noble gas signature of the Earth. In particular, we shed light on whether
implanted solar wind or solar nebula gas contributed to Earth’s noble gas composition. We reevaluate the
isotopic and elemental compositions of the B component with lunar soils data and compare the results
with the commonly used composition of Black (1972). Furthermore, we provide stronger constraints on the
20Ne/22Ne ratio of the primitive Earth’s mantle to show that the actual measurements are close to the plume
source ratio.

2. Three Models for Volatile Origin

In order to explain the origin of volatiles on Earth, three models can be invoked: (1) volatiles were already a
part of the Earth’s parent bodies, (2) volatiles were dissolved early in Earth’s history into a magma ocean
from a captured atmosphere with solar composition, and/or (3) volatiles were brought in a late veneer
phase.

2.1. The Parent Body Model
Several studies advocated that light noble gases (He, Ne, and possibly Ar) were implanted onto the
Earth’s precursors at the beginning of solar system formation by solar wind irradiation. As such, light
volatiles are already a part of the Earth’s parent bodies (Ballentine et al., 2005; Colin et al., 2015; Kurz
et al., 2009; Moreira, 2013; Moreira & Charnoz, 2016; P�eron et al., 2016, 2017; Raquin & Moreira, 2009;

Trieloff et al., 2000). The neon and argon isotopic compositions of
implanted solar wind are different from the solar wind composition
because the implantation process causes isotope fractionation (this
is detailed in section 3.1.2). These implanted components were first
studied by Pepin (1967) and Black and Pepin (1969), who defined
the ‘‘B’’ component as corresponding to the implanted solar wind
end-member. The similarity between the neon B component and
the plume source neon composition led authors of these studies to
suggest that light noble gases were implanted early in Earth’s his-
tory (e.g., Ballentine et al., 2005; Raquin & Moreira, 2009; Trieloff
et al., 2000). As seen in Figure 1, the Sun has higher abundances of
He, Ne, and Ar compared with C1 chondrites and so solar wind
implantation may be a viable mechanism to explain the origin of
light noble gases on Earth. However, this scenario does not explain
the neon isotopic composition of the Earth’s atmosphere, which is
significantly different from that of the mantle, and may not neces-
sarily account for the origin of other volatiles such as moderately
volatile elements. Furthermore, there is evidence for a late volatile
delivery that will be discussed in subsequent sections (e.g.,
Albarède, 2009; Marty, 2012; Marty et al., 2017).
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Figure 1. Solar element abundances (Ab) normalized to C1 chondrites abun-
dances. Data are from Grevesse et al. (2005). The figure shows that the solar
photosphere has higher noble gas (He, Ne, and Ar) abundances than C1
chondrites.
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2.2. The Solar Nebula Gas Dissolution Model
Another model argues for direct dissolution of a primordial atmosphere to account for a fraction of Earth’s
volatiles (in particular noble gases). In this model, a primordial atmosphere would have been captured by
gravity early in Earth’s history from the solar nebula (in the first few Myr before the nebula gas was blown-
off). Solar gases would have then been effectively dissolved during vigorous stirring of an early magma
ocean. This scenario was proposed by Mizuno et al. (1980) who used numerical modeling to show that solar
gases can be dissolved and trapped in the mantle following capture of a solar gas atmosphere. Moreover,
‘‘solar-like’’ 20Ne/22Ne ratios were measured in plume-derived samples (Harper & Jacobsen, 1996; Mukho-
padhyay, 2012; Yokochi & Marty, 2004).

2.3. The Late Veneer Model
Geochemical and astrophysical evidence shows that a late veneer phase could have contributed to a frac-
tion of Earth’s volatiles. The late veneer, initially thought to be composed of chondritic material, was
invoked to explain the highly siderophile element content of the mantle (Albarède, 2009; Drake & Righter,
2002). As chondrites are also rich in volatiles, they are also thought to have brought highly volatile ele-
ments like hydrogen and carbon (Hirschmann, 2016) in addition to moderately volatile elements such as
zinc (Albarède, 2009). The material added to the Earth during this phase could either be a small fraction
of comets (in particular constrained by the D/H, 15N/14N, and xenon isotopic ratios) or chondritic material
or a mix of both sources (e.g., Albarède, 2009; Halliday, 2013; Marty, 2012; Marty et al., 2017; Schlichting &
Mukhopadhyay, 2018). Astrophysical models also support the late delivery of material coming from the
outer solar system due to the inward and outward migrations of Jupiter and Saturn, scattering some aste-
roids or planetesimals to the terrestrial planets (e.g., Morbidelli et al., 2000; O’Brien et al., 2014; Walsh
et al., 2011). The late veneer hypothesis could also account for the low 20Ne/22Ne ratio of the atmosphere
compared with that of the mantle, since material from the outer solar system may have lower 20Ne/22Ne
ratios (close to the Ne-A ratio) such as the carbonaceous chondrites (e.g., Mazor et al., 1970; Pepin, 1967).
However, this scenario alone cannot explain the ‘‘solar-like’’ mantle 20Ne/22Ne ratio (sections 2.1 and 2.2)
and so at least two light noble gas sources are required to explain the Earth’s volatile composition. Gas
loss from the Earth’s atmosphere via hydrodynamic escape (Hunten et al., 1987) could also account for
the present-day atmospheric neon composition, although the processes involved and the timing of this
loss are unknown, and it seems even unlikely based on all the noble gases and major volatiles (H, C, and
N) compositions (Schlichting & Mukhopadhyay, 2018). This latter scenario will not be discussed further in
this paper.

3. Compilation of Mantle, Lunar Soils, IDPs, Micrometeorites, and Solar Wind Neon
and Argon Data

To support the discussion on the three different models, we present a compilation of data from oceanic
island basalts (OIB), lunar soils, IDPs, micrometeorites, and solar wind measurements.

3.1. Isotopic Compositions
3.1.1. The Plume Source Composition
In this contribution, we focus on OIB data with high 3He/4He ratios because the plume sources with high
3He/4He ratios (i.e., the lower mantle or the core-mantle boundary; Coltice et al., 2011; French & Romano-
wicz, 2015) may best represent a primitive noble gas reservoir (e.g., Allègre et al., 1983; Kurz et al., 1982),
meaning some high 3He/4He OIBs may tap the Earth’s primordial noble gas signature. In comparison, the
upper mantle is known to be extensively degassed (e.g., Allègre et al., 1983; Parai & Mukhopadhyay, 2015)
and it may be sensitive to atmospheric heavy noble gas recycling via subduction (Ne recycling would not
be very efficient but Ar recycling could be important; Holland & Ballentine, 2006; Jackson et al., 2013; Ken-
drick et al., 2011; Smye et al., 2017). So the upper mantle noble gas composition likely no longer represents
that of the primitive Earth. We assume the existing data on high 3He/4He OIBs best represent the plume
sources but this is based on a limited number of samples.

Only a few studies present high precision neon and argon data for OIBs (Colin et al., 2015; Kurz et al., 2009;
Mukhopadhyay, 2012; P�eron et al., 2016, 2017; Trieloff et al., 2000; supporting information Figure S-1).
Indeed, submarine or subglacial glass samples, with primitive noble gases (He and Ne), are needed for such
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analyses so that the mantle gases were quenched and trapped inside the vesicles. Samples from only a few
hot spots, namely Hawaii, Gal�apagos, and Iceland, fulfill these requirements. We do not emphasize data on
OIB phenocrysts because such samples are much more prone to atmospheric contamination and also in
some cases the uncertainties on isotopic ratios are high due to the low gas content (e.g., Jackson et al.,
2009; Yokochi & Marty, 2004). We also do not consider the data from Pet}o et al. (2013) because they studied
basalts from the Rochambeau rift (Lau basin), which is a more complex geologic context than OIBs render-
ing interpretation of noble gas data more difficult.

Trieloff et al. (2000) analyzed samples from Hawaii and Iceland by step-crushing and the highest
20Ne/22Ne ratios all cluster around 12.50 except for one that gave 12.85 6 0.31 (1r) from an Icelan-
dic sample. Mukhopadhyay (2012) measured 20Ne/22Ne ratios by step-crushing samples from Ice-
land and obtained values as high as 12.74 6 0.03, 12.76 6 0.01, and 12.88 6 0.06 (1r). Colin et al.
(2015) found a highest value of 12.73 6 0.04 (1r) also by step-crushing an Icelandic sample. The
highest 20Ne/22Ne ratios obtained by step-crushing for the Fernandina volcano (one of the volca-
noes that shows the most primitive He and Ne signatures for the Gal�apagos hot spot) are
12.72 6 0.11, 12.79 6 0.05, 12.85 6 0.05, and 12.91 6 0.07 (1r) (Kurz et al., 2009; P�eron et al., 2016;
supporting information Figure S-1).

However, noble gases analyzed by step-crushing are susceptible to contamination by air via cracks and
opened vesicles (e.g., Ballentine & Barfod, 2000), rendering the precise determination of plume mantle
source-derived neon and argon isotopic ratios difficult (in supporting information Figure S-1, step-crush-
ing data fall on a mixing line between the atmospheric and mantle end-members). In this respect, laser
ablation analyses, which consist of targeting individual bubbles with a laser, constitute a very powerful
alternative, as introduced by Burnard et al. (1997) and Burnard (1999) in the late 90s. Subsequently, only a
few studies have used this technique due to analytical setup and blank issues (Colin et al., 2013, 2015;
P�eron et al., 2016, 2017; Raquin et al., 2008). Raquin et al. (2008) showed that laser ablation can effectively
overcome the issue of atmospheric contamination and Colin et al. (2013) first scanned their samples via
X-ray microtomography to locate the bubbles. This has proved to be an effective combination, which was
then used by Colin et al. (2015) for Iceland samples and by P�eron et al. (2016, 2017) for Gal�apagos
samples.

Colin et al. (2015) derived a 20Ne/22Ne ratio of 12.7 for the Iceland mantle source with a best fit to their
step-crushing and laser ablation data. For the Gal�apagos hot spot, P�eron et al. (2017) showed that, given
the similarity between all their vesicle data, it is more appropriate to consider mean isotopic ratios mea-
sured with laser ablation instead of the highest step-crushing values obtained by P�eron et al. (2016) that
were not reproduced. They hence suggested that the 20Ne/22Ne ratio of the Gal�apagos mantle source is
12.65 6 0.04 (supporting information Figure S-1).

The latter OIBs source values are probably lower limits since mixing with the upper mantle in the mantle
plume itself cannot be excluded and would decrease the 20Ne/22Ne ratio (the upper mantle 20Ne/22Ne ratio
is about 12.5–12.6; e.g., Moreira, 2013). The primitive mantle 20Ne/22Ne ratio can be estimated based on the
correlation of 21Ne/22Ne corrected for air contamination with 4He/3He as shown by Moreira and Allègre
(1998) and Moreira (2013). Data in such a diagram can be explained by mixing between a primitive mantle
and the upper mantle with a hyperbolic curvature, corresponding to the ratio (3He/22Ne)Upper mantle/
(3He/22Ne)Primitive mantle, which is likely between 5 and 10 (Hopp et al., 2004; Hopp & Trieloff, 2008; Moreira,
2013; Moreira & Allègre, 1998). This also means that data in a diagram 20Ne/22Ne corrected for air contami-
nation versus 4He/3He will also form a hyperbola with a similar curvature (laser ablation data are assumed
not to be air contaminated and so do not need correction).

In the following, the diagram 20Ne/22Ne corrected for air contamination versus 4He/3He is used to present
new estimates of the primitive mantle 20Ne/22Ne ratio. For this calculation, a hyperbolic equation is consid-
ered assuming that the primitive mantle 4He/3He ratio is around 15,000 (i.e., 3He/4He ratio of 50 3 Ra with
Ra the atmospheric 3He/4He ratio; Starkey et al., 2009; Stuart et al., 2003), the Gal�apagos mantle source mea-
sured 4He/3He ratio is 24,085 (i.e., 30 3 Ra; Kurz et al., 2009, 2014) and 20Ne/22Ne ratio is between 12.65 and
12.9 (this corresponds to measured values with laser ablation; P�eron et al., 2016, 2017), the upper mantle
4He/3He ratio is 90,000 (i.e., 8 3 Ra; Moreira, 2013) and 20Ne/22Ne ratio is between 12 and 12.6 (Moreira
et al., 1998) for a hyperbolic curvature varying between 5 and 10 (Figure 2).
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We thus determine extreme values (minimum and maximum) for the
primitive mantle 20Ne/22Ne ratio. Indeed, this calculation takes into
account a large range of possible values for the upper mantle and
Gal�apagos mantle source 20Ne/22Ne ratios and for the hyperbolic
curvature.

The mantle 3He/22Ne ratio is not known precisely. It is between 5 and
10 for the upper mantle (Moreira et al., 1998; Tucker & Mukhopadhyay,
2014) and around 2 for the Gal�apagos and Iceland mantle sources (e.g.,
Kurz et al., 2009; Moreira & Kurz, 2013; Mukhopadhyay, 2012; P�eron
et al., 2016, 2017; Tucker & Mukhopadhyay, 2014). It seems even lower
for samples from West Greenland, assumed to represent the protoice-
landic plume (Graham et al., 1998). Indeed, we present new data
obtained by crushing olivine melt inclusions of two samples from the
Svartenhuk Halvø Peninsula, West Greenland coast (Baffin Bay; Table 1
and supporting information text S1). This gives a 3He/22Ne ratio of
around 0.85 when extrapolating data of Table 1 to a 20Ne/22Ne of 12.7.
Considering that these samples also define mixing lines between the
plume source and the upper mantle, it is likely that the plume source
3He/22Ne ratio is lower than 0.85. Assuming that the 3He/22Ne ratio is 5
for the upper mantle (Moreira et al., 1998) and 1 for the plume mantle
source, this gives a curvature of 5 in the most extreme case.

Figure 2 shows the acceptable range of values for the primitive mantle
20Ne/22Ne ratio, which is between 12.65 and 12.92 based on the input
parameters (that is the 3He/4He ratios of the primitive mantle,
Gal�apagos source and upper mantle, the 20Ne/22Ne ratios of the upper
mantle and Gal�apagos source, and the 3He/22Ne ratios that define the
curvature). The most important observation in this figure is that the
20Ne/22Ne ratio does not vary significantly between the Gal�apagos

source and the primitive mantle. Even in the most extreme case, that is with a hyperbolic curvature of 5, a
plume (Gal�apagos) mantle source 20Ne/22Ne ratio of 12.9 (highest measured value) and an upper mantle
20Ne/22Ne of 12 (likely to be a lower limit), the primitive mantle 20Ne/22Ne ratio is up to 12.92. This suggests
that actual OIB 20Ne/22Ne measurements are likely very close to the primitive mantle value and that mixing
with the upper mantle does not change significantly the 20Ne/22Ne ratio.

The 38Ar/36Ar ratio measured in OIB glass samples is very close to the atmospheric ratio (supporting infor-
mation Figure S-2; Mukhopadhyay, 2012; P�eron et al., 2017; Trieloff et al., 2000), as also discussed by Raquin
and Moreira (2009) even if their corresponding 20Ne/22Ne ratios are lower than those measured in the other
studies (Mukhopadhyay, 2012; P�eron et al., 2017; Trieloff et al., 2000).
3.1.2. Lunar Soil Composition
The Moon’s surface is exposed to the solar wind and to galactic cosmic rays (GCRs). The noble gas composi-
tion of lunar soils was extensively studied, in particular to determine the noble gas composition of the solar
wind, from samples returned from the Apollo and Luna missions in the seventies (e.g., Benkert et al., 1993;
Bogard et al., 1973; Eberhardt et al., 1970, 1972; F€uri et al., 2014; Heymann & Yaniv, 1970; H€ubner et al.,
1975; Mortimer et al., 2016; Pepin et al., 1999, 1970). Pepin (1967) and Black and Pepin (1969) were among
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corrected for shallow atmospheric contamination—4He/3He in Moreira (2013)).
The hyperbola curvature r represents the ratio (3He/22Ne)Upper mantle/(3He/22Ne)-

Primitive mantle. The three mauve areas show the considered upper mantle, plume
mantle source (Gal�apagos hot spot source), and the calculated primitive mantle
20Ne/22Ne ranges. The two orange curves represent the maximum and mini-
mum values for the primitive mantle. The green dotted curve is a more realistic
case with a plume mantle source 20Ne/22Ne of 12.9 (highest reasonable value).
The main point is that the primitive mantle 20Ne/22Ne ratio is close to the
plume mantle source measured values even with mixing with the upper
mantle.

Table 1
He and Ne Elemental and Isotopic Compositions Measured on Olivine Melt Inclusions of Two Samples From the Svartenhuk
Halvø Peninsula, West Greenland Coast (Baffin Bay)

Samples m (g)

4He (31029 cm3

STP/g) s

3He/4He
(3Ra) s

22Ne (310213 cm3

STP/g) s 20Ne/22Ne s 21Ne/22Ne s

S35E7 0.570 8.20 0.96 34.89 0.83 8.06 0.29 11.47 0.12 0.0323 0.0015
S33E7 0.0719 6.44 0.96 31.04 2.37 14.8 0.3 10.29 0.22 0.0292 0.0032

Note. Uncertainties are 1r. Details about the method can be found in supporting information Text S1.
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the first, studying gas-rich meteorites, to define the B component, which would correspond to implanted
solar wind and whose isotopic composition was found to be 20Ne/22Ne 5 12.52 6 0.18 and 38Ar/36Ar
ratio 5 0.1862 6 0.0042 (Black, 1972).

The implanted solar wind, sampled in lunar soils, does not have the same composition as the solar wind,
because implantation fractionates the isotopes (Grimberg et al., 2006). Solar wind ions have the same
escape speed but different kinetic energies due to their different masses, causing the heaviest ions to be
implanted deeper into grains. This implantation process also removes grain surfaces (a sputtering effect),
enriched in light isotopes, which leads to complementary heavy isotope enrichment in the residual grains
compared with the composition of the solar wind (Raquin & Moreira, 2009). Solar wind implantation is a sur-
face effect as it affects the first few hundred nanometers of grains (Grimberg et al., 2006).

The implanted solar wind composition was also calculated via numerical modeling (20Ne/22Ne � 12.7; Mor-
eira, 2013; Moreira & Charnoz, 2016; Raquin & Moreira, 2009). Black (1972)’s estimate is lower but still consis-
tent within the uncertainties. Moreira and Charnoz (2016) also show that a grain population may have a
higher 20Ne/22Ne ratio if the implantation/sputtering process does not reach a steady state (e.g., for a few
kyr) but this is not the case for the Moon surface.

The composition suggested by Black (1972), even if uncertainties are large, is very often considered as the
reference but is now challenged by these recent numerical models. The B component composition is critical
to terrestrial studies since similar isotopic compositions are measured for some plume mantle sources (sec-
tion 2.1). In this paper, we reevaluate the B component neon and argon isotopic ratios from lunar soil data.

We consider only data from lunar soils, breccias, fines, and ilmenites (a mineral with a high tendency to retain
noble gases; Eberhardt et al., 1970), i.e., samples that constitute or have constituted the lunar regolith (McKay
et al., 1991) and have been exposed to solar wind irradiation for thousands of years. These samples are hence
expected to contain a large fraction of noble gases from solar wind implantation, contrary to lunar rocks (e.g.,
F€uri et al., 2015; Mortimer et al., 2015) that are not taken into account. If the data were acquired with step-
etching or step-heating, we consider the total composition and not each step individually. Indeed, to define
the B component composition, these techniques cannot be used, because, in the first few steps, only gases
from the outer layers of the sample are released and are enriched in light isotopes. As etching progresses,
gases are liberated from deeper layers enriched in heavier isotopes (Grimberg et al., 2006). Step-etching meas-
urements led to the identification of a so-called SEP component (solar-energetic particles), which is no longer
considered as a component, but as an analytical artifact (Grimberg et al., 2006; Wieler et al., 2007).

Data from the following studies are used: Eberhardt et al. (1970), Funkhouser et al. (1970), Heymann and
Yaniv (1970), Hintenberger et al. (1970), Kirsten et al. (1970) (only grains that were not etched), Pepin et al.
(1970), Yaniv and Heymann (1971), Eberhardt et al. (1972), Heymann et al. (1972), Bogard et al. (1973), Eug-
ster et al. (1973), Heymann et al. (1973), Kirsten et al. (1973) Bogard et al. (1974), Jordan et al. (1974), Bogard
and Hirsch (1975), H€ubner et al. (1975), Eugster (1985), Benkert et al. (1993), Rider et al. (1995), and Pepin
et al. (1999).

We also report these data relative to the air standard (20Ne/22Ne 5 9.80, 21Ne/22Ne 5 0.029, and 38Ar/36A-
r 5 0.1880) in case the authors used different values. The standard isotopic compositions in these studies
were not always mentioned, and this may contribute to the data scatter.

The lunar soils data are represented in a three Ne isotope diagram in Figure 3. The vast majority have a
20Ne/22Ne ratio between 12 and 13.50; some data fall on a mixing line between the cosmogenic
(21Ne/22Ne 5 0.8–1; Wieler, 2002) and Ne-B end-members. In order to overcome the cosmogenic effect, we
first select only the data for which 21Ne/22Ne is lower than 0.05, which seems an appropriate limit (Figure 3).
Then we use the same statistical method as P�eron et al. (2017) to calculate the Ne-B 20Ne/22Ne ratio, that is,
we consider a Gaussian distribution for each datum and then sum these distributions for a given isotopic
ratio to obtain a global curve. With this technique, data from Yaniv and Heymann (1971) and Heymann
et al. (1972) are excluded because no uncertainties on isotopic ratios were reported.

Supporting information Figure S-3 shows the global curve for the 20Ne/22Ne ratio. A main peak can be
observed, which probably correspond to the steady state Ne-B ratio. The numerous secondary peaks
observed are attributed to data scatter rather than real noble gas components. Indeed, as mentioned ear-
lier, data scatter may result from adopting different standard values, or the diversity of grain sizes analyzed.
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Ilmenites have systematically higher 20Ne/22Ne ratios (around 13) because they are less affected by diffusive
noble gas loss (so they lose less 20Ne, located preferentially at the surface of the grains; e.g., Eberhardt et al.,
1970). The main peak in supporting information Figure S-3 is thus fitted and we determine a value of
12.64 6 0.08 (1r) for the B component 20Ne/22Ne ratio. The latter uncertainty 0.08 (1r) is derived mathemat-
ically but may be too low as we insist just above that lunar soils compositions seem to depend on grain
sizes and compositions.

We also check that a 21Ne/22Ne ratio of 0.05 is a consistent limit by using other values for this ratio (0.035,
0.040, and 0.045). Similar results are obtained, but a value of 0.035 seems too restrictive (Figure 3).

For the 21Ne/22Ne ratio of Ne-B, we take the value of 0.0321 6 0.0002 calculated by Raquin and Moreira
(2009) from Pepin et al. (2012)’s solar wind value. It is inadvisable to use data for lunar soils since 21Ne is
very sensitive to cosmogenic production.

For the 38Ar/36Ar ratio represented in Figure 3, we process the data in the same way as for the 20Ne/22Ne
ratio. The global and fitted curves are shown in supporting information Figure S-4. The fit gives a value of
0.1878 6 0.0008 (1r), which corresponds to the atmospheric ratio. As for neon, a similar result is obtained
for different data filtering with lower 21Ne/22Ne ratios. The samples are unlikely contaminated by air
because their 40Ar/36Ar ratios are between 1 and 5 for nearly all of them, whereas the atmospheric ratio is
298.6 (Lee et al., 2006).

The Gaussian method seems consistent as removing some data randomly does not affect the results for the
two isotopic ratios 20Ne/22Ne and 38Ar/36Ar. We compare these results with those obtained via the following
method. We consider that the data are the result of mixing between a cosmogenic and a ‘‘B’’ end-member
and fitted them in a R-21Ne/22Ne diagram (with R either the 20Ne/22Ne ratio or 38Ar/36Ar ratio). For this exer-
cise, we use the cosmogenic isotopic composition of Wieler (2002) (20Ne/22Ne � 0.9, 21Ne/22Ne 5 0.8–1 and
38Ar/36Ar � 1.59) and we adjusted a hyperbola to find the 20Ne/22Ne and 38Ar/36Ar ratios of the B compo-
nent as well as the hyperbolic curvature r (for the 20Ne/22Ne ratio, r 5 1). The result is the same for the
38Ar/36Ar ratio and for the 20Ne/22Ne ratio we find a value of 12.72 6 0.02 (1r), which is close to the value of
12.64 6 0.08. But the cosmogenic 20Ne/22Ne ratio is poorly known (Wieler, 2002) and so the latter method
may not be suitable in this case.

By comparison, the Gaussian method applied only to ilmenites data (37 samples from Benkert et al., 1993;
Eberhardt et al., 1970, 1972; Pepin et al., 1999) yields a 20Ne/22Ne ratio of 12.89 6 0.15 (1r) and a 38Ar/36Ar
ratio of 0.1933 6 0.0024 (1r).
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Figure 3. Lunar soils data in (a) a three neon isotope plot and (b) a diagram 38Ar/36Ar-21Ne/22Ne. Data are from Eberhardt
et al. (1970), Funkhouser et al. (1970), Heymann and Yaniv (1970), Hintenberger et al. (1970), Kirsten et al. (1970), Pepin
et al. (1970), Yaniv and Heymann (1971), Eberhardt et al. (1972), Heymann et al. (1972), Bogard et al. (1973), Eugster et al.
(1973), Heymann et al. (1973), Kirsten et al. (1973), Bogard et al. (1974), Jordan et al. (1974), Bogard and Hirsch (1975),
H€ubner et al. (1975), Eugster (1985), Benkert et al. (1993), Rider et al. (1995), and Pepin et al. (1999). Solar wind (SW; Pepin
et al., 2012) and Sun (Heber et al., 2012). The orange star corresponds to the calculated B component composition from
all the data and the green star to the B component composition from ilmenites only (see text).
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It is important to keep in mind that lunar soils are very rich in noble
gases compared to the Earth, containing between 6 3 10211 and 2 3

1027 mol/g of 22Ne and between 9 3 10211 and 8 3 1028 mol/g of
36Ar (Table 2 for comparison).
3.1.3. IDPs and Micrometeorites Composition
IDPs and micrometeorites are also exposed to solar wind irradiation
during their transport in the solar system and may also reflect the
implanted solar wind composition. Several studies report the noble
gas isotopic compositions of IDPs (Hudson et al., 1981; Kehm et al.,
2006; Nier & Schlutter, 1990, 1992; Pepin et al., 2000, 2001) and of
micrometeorites (Bajo et al., 2012; Marty et al., 2005; Okazaki et al.,
2015; Osawa et al., 2000, 2003; Osawa & Nagao, 2002a, 2002b). How-

ever, the uncertainties on the neon and argon data are big and these particles have lost a fraction of their
noble gases due to heating in the Earth’s atmosphere (Bajo et al., 2012; F€uri et al., 2013; Kehm et al., 2006;
Marty et al., 2005; Okazaki et al., 2015; Osawa et al., 2003).

Some studies tried to define the extent of atmospheric heating for their samples (Bajo et al., 2012; Kehm
et al., 2006; Okazaki et al., 2015). Kehm et al. (2006) even determined a heating index from 1 to 3 based on
the He and Zn contents. To compare with the heating degree mentioned by Bajo et al. (2012) estimated
according to mineral composition and that of Okazaki et al. (2015) determined by the solar 4He release pat-
tern, we attribute a value of 1 for weak or least heating, a value of 1.5 for weak to moderate heating, a value
of 2 for moderate heating and a value of 3 for severe heating, as described by Bajo et al. (2012) and Okazaki
et al. (2015). For the samples studied by Marty et al. (2005), we attribute a value of 1 for the crystalline sam-
ples, a value of 1.5 for scoria/crystalline samples, a value of 2 for scoria samples, of 2.5 for scoria/cosmic spher-
ule samples, and of 3 for cosmic spherules. In supporting information Figure S-5, it seems there is a slight
trend showing the 22Ne concentration decreasing as the heating index increases. Similar trends are
observed with 4He and 36Ar concentrations.

In Figure 4, the 20Ne/22Ne ratio is represented according to the heating index (only for studies that defined
a heating degree, cf., above and supporting information Figure S-5) and the 22Ne concentration. The
20Ne/22Ne ratios are between 10 and 13. Hence, IDPs and micrometeorites have 20Ne/22Ne ratios close to
the lunar soil ratios. But, as already mentioned, the uncertainties are big. Future studies are required to
improve the precision and determine whether atmospheric entry heating modifies the noble gas isotopic
ratios or not.

For the 38Ar/36Ar ratio, the IDPs and micrometeorites compositions are also near the lunar soil composition,
though an exact determination is prevented due to the big uncertainties.

Table 2
22Ne and 36Ar Concentrations in mol/g for the Earth, Lunar Soils, IDPs, and
Micrometeorites

22Ne (mol/g) 36Ar (mol/g)

Lunar soils (section 3.1.2) 6 3 10211 to
2 3 1027

9 3 10211 to
8 3 1028

IDPs-micrometeorites 4.5 3 10213 to
1.3 3 1026

4.5 3 10212 to
9 3 1028

Bulk mantlea 5.8 3 10215 7.8 3 10214

Atmospherea 2.27 3 10214 9.58 3 10213

aConcentrations are from Marty (2012).
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Figure 4. 20Ne/22Ne versus (a) the heating index and (b) the 22Ne content for some IDPs (Kehm et al., 2006) and microme-
teorites (Bajo et al., 2012; Marty et al., 2005; Okazaki et al., 2015). Bajo et al. (2012), Okazaki et al. (2015), and Marty et al.
(2005) only characterized the heating degree of their samples and we then attributed a heating index between 1 and 3 to
compare with the index of Kehm et al. (2006) (see text and also supporting information Figure S-5). IDPs are in blue and
micrometeorites in orange. The mauve area in Figure 4b shows the Ne-B composition. The 20Ne/22Ne ratio seems to
decrease as the heating degree increases and so as the 22Ne content decreases, even if uncertainties are very large.
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It is important to note that IDPs and micrometeorites are very rich in noble gases as they can contain up to
1.3 3 1026 mol/g of 22Ne (Figure 4). Even the particles with the lowest 22Ne concentrations (around 4.5 3

10213 mol/g, Figure 4) are very rich compared to the Earth bulk mantle and the Earth atmosphere (Table 2).
For 36Ar, IDPs and micrometeorites can contain from 4.5 3 10212 to 9 3 1028 mol/g (Table 2).
3.1.4. Solar Wind Composition
The solar wind composition was first estimated with the solar wind composition experiment, which was
established during Apollo missions 11, 12, 14, 15, and 16 (Geiss et al., 2004 for a review). Recently, the neon
and argon solar wind composition was reevaluated more precisely thanks to the Genesis mission (Grimberg
et al., 2008; Heber et al., 2009; Meshik et al., 2012, 2014, 2007; Pepin et al., 2012; Vogel et al., 2011).

The results obtained on different Genesis collector types are summarized in Table 3. The 20Ne/22Ne ratios
agree well with one another within uncertainties and vary between 13.75 and 14.00 (Grimberg et al., 2008;
Heber et al., 2009; Meshik et al., 2007; Pepin et al., 2012). As for the 21Ne/22Ne ratio, the solar wind value lies
between 0.0330 and 0.0336. The value of 0.0346 from Meshik et al. (2007) therefore appears to be too high.
Indeed, the authors indicate that they are not confident in this value due to uncertainty in the 20NeH1 cor-
rections applied on the 21Ne1 signal. The 38Ar/36Ar ratio varies between 0.1814 and 0.1823. In light of these
values, the value of 0.1880 from Grimberg et al. (2008) also seems too high. The authors mention that the

Table 3
Solar Wind Neon and Argon Isotopic Composition Determined on Genesis Collectors by Several Authors

20Ne/22Ne s 21Ne/22Ne s 38Ar/36Ar s

Meshik et al. (2007) 13.97 0.03 0.0346 0.0003 0.1818 0.0002
Grimberg et al. (2008)a,b 13.81

13.75
0.12
0.09

0.0330
0.0330

0.0002
0.0005

0.1880 0.0023

Heber et al. (2009) 13.78 0.03 0.0332 0.0001 0.1823 0.0003
Vogel et al. (2011) 0.1813 0.0003
Pepin et al. (2012) 14.00 0.04 0.0336 0.0002 0.1818 0.0005
Meshik et al. (2014)c 0.1814 0.0004

Note. The stated uncertainties correspond to 1r. The isotopic composition is indicated relative to air isotopic ratios
20Ne/22Ne 5 9.80, 21Ne/22Ne 5 0.029, and 38Ar/36Ar 5 0.1880.

aNo standard atmospheric neon isotopic composition was provided. bThe first value is from CSSE experiment and
the second from total extraction. cThe value determined on the PAC collector is indicated.
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Figure 5. Elemental ratio (a) 3He/36Ar and (b) 22Ne/36Ar versus 21Ne/22Ne for lunar soils data, ilmenites have higher
3He/36Ar ratio (�2.0–3.0) and 22Ne/36Ar ratio (�2.0). Data are from Eberhardt et al. (1970), Funkhouser et al. (1970),
Heymann and Yaniv (1970), Hintenberger et al. (1970), Kirsten et al. (1970), Pepin et al. (1970), Yaniv and Heymann (1971),
Eberhardt et al. (1972), Heymann et al. (1972), Bogard et al. (1973), Eugster et al. (1973), Heymann et al. (1973), Kirsten
et al. (1973), Bogard et al. (1974), Jordan et al. (1974), Bogard and Hirsch (1975), H€ubner et al. (1975), Eugster (1985),
Benkert et al. (1993), and Rider et al. (1995). The orange star corresponds to the calculated B component composition
from all the data and the green star to the B component composition from ilmenites only (see text).
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argon blank corrections were often high and their 40Ar/36Ar ratios are
sometimes close to the air ratio, likely indicating variable atmospheric
contamination.

Heber et al. (2012) have estimated the solar isotopic composition
using a correlation approach (20Ne/22Ne 5 13.36 6 0.09 and
38Ar/36Ar 5 0.1857 6 0.0010 [relative to 38Ar/36Arair 5 0.1880]).

3.2. Elemental Compositions
In order to evaluate the potential sources that delivered Earth’s vola-
tiles, it is also important to consider the elemental compositions of
the different potential sources mentioned above. We first determine a
mean elemental composition for the lunar soils (that is for the B com-
ponent) using the data presented in section 3.1.2, applying the
Gaussian approach (Figures 5 and 6 and supporting information Fig-
ure S-6). Since bulk lunar soils may not be appropriate for determining
elemental compositions due to diffusive loss of noble gas (in particu-
lar helium loss; Eberhardt et al., 1970), we also calculate the ilmenite
noble gas elemental composition (Figure 6).

All the results in Figure 6 are normalized to Heber et al. (2009)’s solar
wind elemental ratios. The differences for the two elemental ratios
3He/36Ar and 22Ne/36Ar between the studies of Meshik et al. (2007),
Heber et al. (2009), and Pepin et al. (2012) are not discussed here and
are beyond the scope of this study.

Results for the B component differ significantly, depending on
whether bulk lunar soils or ilmenites are considered, with a 3He/36Ar

ratio of 0.10 6 0.01 and 2.1 6 0.22 (1r), respectively, and a 22Ne/36Ar ratio of 0.36 6 0.08 and 2.00 6 0.22
(1r), respectively (Table 4). The bulk lunar soils clearly show helium and neon losses (Figure 6). It is interest-
ing to note that ilmenites have a 3He/22Ne ratio close to 1, which is similar to that of OIBs (section 3.1.1).

4. Discussion

4.1. The Earth Composition
Table 4 shows a summary of the isotopic and elemental compositions discussed in section 3.

The similarity between the Earth’s mantle and the B component 20Ne/22Ne ratio is striking (section 3 and
supporting information Figures S-1 and S-2 and Figure 3). Measured values for the plume mantle sources
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Figure 6. Elemental ratios of the solar-wind-implanted component (B compo-
nent) determined for the bulk lunar soils (light blue curve) and also only with
ilmenites (dark blue curve). The elemental ratios are normalized to the Heber
et al. (2009)’s solar wind values. By comparison, the atmosphere, the upper
mantle (Moreira et al., 1998), the lower mantle (P�eron et al., 2017), the carbona-
ceous chondrites (Mazor et al., 1970) compositions are indicated. The light blue
dotted line represents a mixing with 64% of carbonaceous chondrites (CC) and
36% of gases from the lower mantle (LM, at least the plume source reservoir),
which allows us to reproduce the atmospheric 22Ne/36Ar (see section 4.4 for
details).

Table 4
Summary of Neon and Argon Isotopic and Elemental Compositions for the Gal�apagos Mantle Source (P�eron et al., 2017),
Lunar Soils (Section 3.1.3), the Sun (Heber et al., 2012), Solar Wind (Sections 3.1.4 and 3.2), Solar Wind Used for
Normalization in Figure 6 (Heber et al., 2009), and Carbonaceous Chondrites (Mazor et al., 1970) Used in Figure 6

20Ne/22Ne s 38Ar/36Ar s 3He/36Ar s 22Ne/36Ar s

Lower mantle 12.65 0.04 0.1887 0.0006 0.74 0.37–0.44
Bulk lunar soils 12.64 0.08 0.1878 0.0008 0.10 0.01 0.36 0.08
Ilmenites 12.89 0.15 0.1933 0.0024 2.10 0.22 2.00 0.22
Sun 13.36 0.09 0.1857 0.0010
Solar wind 13.75–14.00 0.1814–0.1823 9.56–12.81 3.06–4.22
Solar wind (Heber et al., 2009) 13.78 0.03 0.1828 0.0003 12.81 0.28 3.06 0.02
Carbonaceous chondrites 8.20 0.40 0.1842 0.0044 0.0077 0.034
Atmosphere 9.80 0.1880 2.33 3 1025 0.053
Mixing (0.64 CC 1 0.36 LM) 9.8 0.012 0.051

Note. The result of the calculation mixing 64% of gases from carbonaceous chondrites with 36% of gases from the
lower mantle is indicated. The isotopic compositions are indicated relative to air isotopic ratios 20Ne/22Ne 5 9.80,
21Ne/22Ne 5 0.029, and 38Ar/36Ar 5 0.1880.
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(Gal�apagos, Iceland, and Hawaii) 20Ne/22Ne ratio range between 12.6 and 12.9, while the B component
20Ne/22Ne ratio is between 12.65 (bulk soils) and 12.9 (ilmenites). By contrast, the atmospheric 20Ne/22Ne
ratio is very different (9.8). However, the Earth’s mantle has a 38Ar/36Ar ratio indistinguishable from that of
air (0.1880). The mantle 38Ar/36Ar ratio is close to the B component, as determined from bulk lunar soils.
However, if one considers ilmenite only to characterize the B component, then the mantle value is signifi-
cantly lower.

It is important to note that the Earth’s neon and argon isotopic ratios diverge markedly from the solar wind
and solar ratios (section 3 and supporting information Figures S-1 and S-2 and Figure 3).

Finally, the solar wind and the B component (ilmenites) have higher abundances of helium and neon com-
pared with the Earth’s mantle (Figure 6).

4.2. The Solar Nebula Gas Dissolution Model
As discussed in the prior sections, Earth’s neon and argon composition is different from the solar wind and
solar compositions. If light noble gases originated from dissolution of the solar nebula gas into an early
magma ocean, this would imply that secondary processes have changed the mantle noble gas
composition.

Atmospheric neon subduction would be required in such a scenario to lower the 20Ne/22Ne ratio from solar-
day to the present-day mantle value. But neon recycling via subduction into the lower mantle seems rather
unlikely (Holland & Ballentine, 2006; Moreira et al., 2003; Staudacher & Allègre, 1988). On the contrary, recy-
cling of heavy noble gases including Ar could be more effective (Smye et al., 2017). It can also be argued
that the plume mantle sources have a solar 20Ne/22Ne ratio and that atmospheric contamination of the sam-
ples masks the primary solar isotopic signature. But results from laser ablation analyses suggest the noble
gases have been unaffected by atmospheric contamination (Colin et al., 2013, 2015; P�eron et al., 2016, 2017;
Raquin et al., 2008) provided that magma was not contaminated before eruption. Indeed, laser ablation
analyses can only overcome the atmospheric contamination issue if this is a posteruptive process (e.g., air
that fill cracks and opened vesicles after recovery on the seafloor). Magma can also be contaminated by
assimilation of altered crust (e.g., Stroncik & Niedermann, 2016). The two Gal�apagos samples, AHA-NEMO2-
D22A and AHA-NEMO2-D22B, used in the studies of P�eron et al. (2016, 2017) have Cl/K ratios of 0.054 and
0.039, respectively (calculated from the data of Peterson et al., 2017), and are thus unlikely contaminated
because these Cl/K ratios correspond to values for uncontaminated sources (0.01–0.08; Michael & Cornell,
1998; Peterson et al., 2017; Shimizu et al., 2016; Stroncik & Haase, 2004).

Therefore, mantle regions with solar Ne have not yet been observed and the existence of solar neon in the
mantle seems unlikely.

Dissolution of solar nebula gas into a magma ocean would have had to have occurred very early in Earth’s
history, during the embryonic stage of planetary formation, because the nebula is blown away in a few Myr
(Beckwith & Sargent, 1996; Wyatt et al., 2003). Jaupart et al. (2017) posited the possibility that dissolution of
solar gases is too inefficient at the embryo stage and could not account for the Earth’s neon budget. Indeed,
for their numerical simulations, they considered smaller embryos (0.1–0.2 MEarth) than usually assumed (0.5–
1 MEarth), because planetary formation models show that planetary embryos are still relatively small (<0.1–
0.2 MEarth) when the solar nebula gas is present (i.e., when noble gas dissolution could be effective; Jaupart
et al., 2017).

All these arguments seem to rule out the solar nebula gas dissolution as the main light noble gas source for
the Earth even if a small (negligible) contribution from solar gas cannot be excluded.

4.3. The Solar Wind Irradiation Model
As shown in section 3 and highlighted in section 4.1, the Earth 20Ne/22Ne and 38Ar/36Ar ratios are close to
the B component ratios, resulting from solar wind implantation and sputtering. The identity of samples that
are most representative of the B component, and can thus be compared to the Earth, remains an outstand-
ing question. Indeed, the bulk lunar soils suffer helium and neon loss via diffusion, whereas ilmenites tend
to retain their primary noble gas signatures (e.g., Eberhardt et al., 1970). These two types of samples accord-
ingly have different neon and argon isotopic and elemental compositions. Of course, the material that
accreted to form the Earth cannot have been composed solely of ilmenite. Micrometer-sized dust grains
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accreted quickly, certainly faster than the duration for which lunar soils are exposed to solar wind irradia-
tion. As a result, these primitive grains would not have suffered significant gas loss, as observed for bulk
lunar soils.

Given the similarity of plume mantle and B component compositions, it is likely that a large fraction of man-
tle light noble gases originate from solar wind implantation at the beginning of solar system formation. But
it is difficult, if not impossible, to know precisely the resulting noble gas composition of Earth precursor
grains following implantation. The latter composition depends on possible gas loss, and on whether equilib-
rium was achieved, which is itself proportional to the irradiation time. For example, Moreira and Charnoz
(2016) showed that a population of grains can have high 20Ne/22Ne ratios, up to 12.9 or more if the implan-
tation and sputtering do not reach a steady state because a grain is not exposed to the solar wind during
its entire existence. In this respect, the compositions given in sections 3.1.2 and 3.2 for bulk lunar soils and
ilmenites must be regarded as approximations for the B component rather than definite compositions.

Solar wind implantation may also account for a fraction of the Earth’s mantle water budget, since Bradley
et al. (2014) showed that solar wind implantation on IDP grains induce the formation of a rim with vesicles
containing detectable amounts of water. Water adsorption onto grains was also shown experimentally
(Djouadi et al., 2011) and via modeling and density functional theory calculations (Asaduzzaman et al.,
2013, 2015; Drake, 2005).

The second issue is how this solar-wind-implanted signature is preserved throughout accretion despite
heating. Indeed, a fraction of solar-wind-implanted noble gases are probably lost during accretion. How-
ever, as shown in Figure 1, the solar wind has higher helium, neon and argon abundances than chondrites.
Furthermore, as detailed in section 3.1.3, lunar soils, IDPs, and micrometeorites are more abundant in noble
gases (by several orders of magnitude) compared to the Earth (Table 2). Therefore, only a small fraction of
implanted noble gases from similar particles (a few percent of Earth’s mass) is needed to account for the
Earth’s budget of light noble gases. Different classes of meteorites exhibit the B component signature (e.g.,
Black, 1970, 1971, 1972; Black & Pepin, 1969; Mazor et al., 1970; Moreira, 2013; Patzer & Schultz, 2002; Pepin,
1967), which could favor retention of this signature during accretion. A possible caveat is that these meteor-
ites may have been extracted from regoliths and meaning they could have acquired their B component
postaccretion. Further work is required to resolve this issue.

There is isotopic evidence from several elements that the Earth and enstatite chondrites are very similar (O,
Ca, Ti, Cr, Ni, and Mo; e.g., Dauphas et al., 2014; Javoy, 1995; Javoy et al., 2010; Trinquier et al., 2007; Warren,
2011). The implication being that the Earth and enstatite chondrites likely form from a similar reservoir in
the inner part of the disk between 0 and 1.5 AU (Dauphas et al., 2014). Moreira and Charnoz (2016) showed
that the upper layers of the protoplanetary disk could be irradiated by the early Sun up to 1.5–2 AU and to
1 AU for the disk midplane. Hence, the inner disk reservoir, from which enstatite chondrites, the Earth and
other terrestrial planets originate, occurred in a region of the protoplanetary disk susceptible to irradiation
by the solar wind. Irradiation could occur even if the solar nebula was still present, as Moreira and Charnoz
(2016) calculated that the mean irradiation age is around 5,000 years for 100 lm-sized particles at 1 AU (up
to 100,000 years of solar system evolution). This calculation takes into account vertical particle migration,
which results in their residence in the upper layers of the disk (where they are more effectively irradiated)
due to the gas drag and turbulence motion. In any case, the nebula disappeared in a few Myr (Beckwith &
Sargent, 1996; Wyatt et al., 2003) and therefore, grains in this region of the disk end up being irradiated.

If the solar wind implantation scenario were correct, it would imply that a fraction of Earth’s highly volatile
elements (at least He, Ne, Ar, and likely H) were incorporated into Earth’s precursor grains in the first few
Myr of the solar system. Solar wind implantation onto these grains induced the formation of a rim with a
distinct chemical composition compared to the original grain. In particular, the rim is enriched in Si, S, and
Fe and depleted in Ca and Mg (Bradley, 1994; Carrez et al., 2002). The discovery of such anomalies in plane-
tary objects would substantiate this scenario as the likely origin of highly volatile elements in the terrestrial
planets.

4.4. The Late Veneer Hypothesis
As already mentioned in sections 2 and 4.1, at least one other noble gas source is required to account for
the noble gas isotopic composition of the atmosphere. Two outer solar system sources could explain the

Geochemistry, Geophysics, Geosystems 10.1002/2017GC007388

P�ERON ET AL. 990



lower 20Ne/22Ne ratio of the atmosphere compared with that of the mantle: comets and carbonaceous
chondrites, both of which are expected to have low 20Ne/22Ne ratios. A late veneer of carbonaceous chon-
drites was advocated to explain the origin of some highly and moderately volatile elements (Albarède,
2009; Halliday, 2013; Hirschmann & Dasgupta, 2009; Marty, 2012). Comets could also have contributed to
the Earth’s atmospheric noble gas budget in a late veneer phase (Dauphas, 2003; Halliday, 2013; Marty
et al., 2016, 2017). Marty et al. (2017) estimated that comets contributed to 22% of the atmospheric xenon
budget. Comets could hence be an important source of atmospheric noble gases but their contribution to
major volatiles (H, C, and N) was likely very limited (up to a very few percent) because of very different isoto-
pic compositions for D/H, 15N/14N ratios and elemental composition (Balsiger et al., 2015; Marty, 2012; Marty
et al., 2016).

If we consider that the neon in the Earth’s atmosphere comes from a mixture of carbonaceous chondrites
(or cometary material) having a low 20Ne/22Ne ratio of about 8.2 (e.g., Mazor et al., 1970, and also refer to
section 2.3) and degassing mantle with a 20Ne/22Ne ratio of 12.65, then the proportion of carbonaceous
chondrite-derived Ne (or cometary) in the atmosphere is about 64%. The calculated atmospheric 22Ne/36Ar
ratio would be 0.051, similar to the present-day atmospheric value (0.053) (Figure 6).

A late veneer could hence explain the atmospheric 20Ne/22Ne ratio but one may ask whether a mixture of
solar-wind-implanted gases and chondritic/cometary gases is also valid for atmospheric argon or not. We
have shown that the mantle 38Ar/36Ar ratio (0.1887 6 0.006; P�eron et al., 2017) is close to the atmospheric
ratio (0.1880) and that lunar soils also have a 38Ar/36Ar ratio similar to the atmospheric ratio, except ilmen-
ites that show a higher ratio of around 0.1933 6 0.0024. The mantle 38Ar/36Ar ratio may also be explained
via solar wind implantation. However, carbonaceous chondrites have a low 38Ar/36Ar ratio (about
0.1842 6 0.0044; Mazor et al., 1970) and so mixing mantle gases and carbonaceous chondrites yields a lower
38Ar/36Ar ratio (0.1844) than the atmospheric value. For the latter calculation, the proportion of chondritic
argon would be 95% given the 22Ne/36Ar ratio (0.051) calculated just above and the 22Ne/36Ar ratios of the
mantle and carbonaceous chondrites in Table 4. But it is important to note that the uncertainties on the car-
bonaceous compositions from Mazor et al. (1970) are large and that this composition seems not well con-
strained. If we consider that the late veneer chondritic material has rather a 38Ar/36Ar ratio of
0.1873 6 0.0007 (composition of phase Q; Busemann et al., 2000), then such mixing gives a range of
0.1867–0.1880 for the 38Ar/36Ar ratio considering the uncertainties on Phase Q composition. But phase Q is
only a small fraction of chondrites (Busemann et al., 2000). Therefore, it is unlikely that a late veneer has the
argon composition of phase Q but rather would have had the argon composition of the bulk material,
which may be a mixture of several argon components.

So the scenario of mixing mantle gases having a solar-wind-implanted signature with gases from a late
veneer used to explain the neon atmospheric composition could also account for the argon isotopic
38Ar/36Ar ratio. But the above calculations depend on the argon carbonaceous chondrites composition,
which is not known precisely. So we cannot conclude on it.

It is also important to remember that the mantle 38Ar/36Ar ratio is very hard to measure because of the low
abundance of 38Ar and so it is not yet well constrained. Moreover, atmospheric argon could be recycled
into the mantle (Holland & Ballentine, 2006; Jackson et al., 2013; Kendrick et al., 2011; Smye et al., 2017)
thereby erasing the primitive mantle signature. The case of argon is less straightforward since isotopic dif-
ferences between chondrites, the mantle, the atmosphere, and lunar soils are very small and so more work
is required to explain the nature of the argon isotopic signature (in particular refining the uncertainties on
the A component’s 38Ar/36Ar ratio, Table 4).

5. Conclusion

We have compared the neon and argon isotopic and elemental compositions of the Earth with that of lunar
soils, IDPs, micrometeorites, solar wind, and chondrites to discuss three models for the origin of noble gases
on Earth (solar wind implantation, solar gas dissolution, and the late veneer model).

We showed that the plume mantle source neon and argon compositions are close to that of the solar-wind-
implanted signature (component B). We present a calculation showing that the measured 20Ne/22Ne ratio in
OIB, inferred to be representative of the plume mantle sources, seems close to the primitive mantle’s
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20Ne/22Ne ratio. Therefore, mantle neon seems different from solar neon and the scenario of solar nebula
gas dissolution into a magma ocean seems unlikely to explain Earth’s neon composition. The latter scenario
cannot be however totally excluded. Existing evidence favors the solar wind irradiation model to account
for the origin of light noble gases (He and Ne) in the mantle, a scenario that may also account for mantle’s
H budget. This would imply that these light volatiles were incorporated into the Earth’s precursor grains in
the first few Myr of solar system formation, and survived (at least partially) to subsequent heating attending
accretion. A few percent of such grains are needed to account for the Earth’s light gas budget. The neon
atmospheric composition can be explained by mixing 36% of gases from the mantle having the B composi-
tion and 64% of gases from a chondritic (or cometary?) source delivered to the Earth in a late veneer phase
(unless a fraction of atmospheric neon was lost from a still-unknown process as mentioned in section 2.3).

The case of Argon is less straightforward and more work is needed to resolve the issue of argon recycling
into the mantle via subduction.
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