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the Daur Mongols, Oxford, Clarendon Press, 1996, p. 152.
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D Francesca Merlan , Caging the Rainbow: Places, Politics and Aborigines in a North Australian
Town, Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 1998.

@  Christopher Atwood, Encyclopedia of Mongolia and the Mongol Empire, New York, Facts on File,
2004.
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®  Arthur Lewis Pollard-Urquhart, “An Obo Festival of Western Sunit” , Journal of the Royal Central
Asian Society 24 (3), 1937, p. 459.
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What Do Oboo Cairns Tell Us about Environmental Issues
in Northern Asia? Emic Ecological Knowledge,

Political Discourse and Ritual Actions in the Grasslands

Aurore Dumoni

Abstract; In this article the relationship between oboo cairns and
environmental issues in Northern Asia is explored. We argue that oboo worship lie

at the intersection of emic ecological knowledge, political narratives and adaptation
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to climate change. After outlining the way local populations interact with the
deities inhabiting the natural environment, the article describes the way
environmental degradation has affected people and their economies. It then shows
that oboo became major sites for both local and national authorities in terms of
conveying a political discourse on environmental preservation. Finally, the article
analyses how locals have adapted oboo ritual content in order to face climate change.

Keywords: Oboo; Northern Asia; Environmental Issues
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