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Plantin music 
prints : 
chronological
list
(1564-1644)



Plantin 
polyphonic 
music prints :

listed by 
formats
(1578-1644)



Jean-Auguste 
Stellfeld, 
Bibliographie des 
éditions musicales 
plantiniennes.

Bruxelles : 1949.
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Composers
published
by Plantin 

(1578-1644)

* born in, fl floruit in, 
+ died in 



Duarte 
Lobo,
1605



G. P. 
da 

Pales-
trina, 
1644



Music genres :
masses, magnifiat and hymns
(1578-1644)



Music genres :
motets, 
madrigals, 
chansons and 
instrumental 
music
(1579-1611)



Cornelis Schuyt
Dodeci padovane, et
altretante gagliarde.

Leyde, Raphelengius,
1611.
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Singers and instrumentists in front of a choirbook 
(Southern Germany, ca. 1520)



Jacobus 
de 
Kerle, 
Missae, 
1582

22,5 mm



15 mm

Le Roy & 
Ballard 
workshop, 
Paris.



1 m to 1,5 m (with a 15 mm music font)

From 4 to 
8 singers



Printer’s mark of Nicolas Du Chemin, 
music printer in Paris (around 1550)



22,5 mm

Plantin 
workshop, 
Antwerp.



1,5 m to 2 m (with a 22,5 mm music font)

From 4 to 
12 singers



Philippe 
Galle, 
Encomium 
musices 
(Anvers, 
1590)
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The delicate design of Van den Keere’s Grande 
musique (1576)





Height of the ornemented letter

= 2 staves of music + 2 lines of text



Smaller ornemented letters

= 1 stave of music + 1 line of text
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Use of Van den Keere’s Moyenne musicque
outside Antwerp (1600-1657) (after Rasch)



Ornemented
letters 
compatible with 
Van den Keere’s
Moyenne 
musique 
(Harvard series
10, 11 and 40)
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1585 in 
Leyden : 
only known 
use of the 
Petite 
musique



Plantin’s
Psautier de 
Genève, 
1564.



Use of Plantin’s Psalter music

outside Antwerp (1624-1649)
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1 – A music printer of second rank, compared to the competitors.
2 – He could have become a music printer by occasion, using a stock 
of large paper, maybe filling a temporary fall of the production of the 
Phalèse workshop.
3 - The music material used is very elaborate and expensive, 
probably with a low return on investment. However, its wide 
distribution in the northern printing workshops may have 
compensated this.
4 - The very extensive distribution network of the Plantinian
production surely favored the diffusion of these musical editions, 
and gave them a greater visibility.




