Quo Vadis, PPS?

Dario M. Bassani Univ. Bordeaux, Inst. of Molecular Sciences, CNRS UMR5255, 33405 Talence, France Dear EPA members, dear friends, Our EPA general assembly is also the occasion for us to share some of the latest news regarding our journal, Photochemical & Photobiological Sciences. Usually, this is a simple task, as there is not much more to say other than the number of submissions is similar to those of the previous years; that it would be good to have more submissions from our members; that revenue is up and, consequently, so are the royalties payable to the societies.

Not this year.

This year, we have a lot of changes and things to discuss, but unfortunately the health crisis left us without our venue and opportunity to meet. Hopefully, that change soon and we will once again be able to meet in person. In the meantime, I would like to present the most important changes afoot at PPS. Change of publisher: For the last 18 years, the production of PPS has been entrusted to the Royal Society of Chemistry through their journals division. Like the EPA and the European Society for Photobiology, the RSC is a non-profit chemistry-oriented organization and this greatly contributed to the synergy between the journal's owners and publishers. The RSC has been fully committed to promoting PPS, and you have seen that through its presence and support at photochemistry meetings everywhere. Likewise, the persons behind the screens that manage the day-to-day operations for the journal are incredibly dedicated and knowledgeable. They deserve credit for keeping PPS operational and seeing it grow over time to become one of the most prominent journals in our field. Two years ago, the RSC communicated to the EPA and the ESP its intention to cease production of PPS to, in their own words, focus on their core journals. We are of course sorry to see our partnership with the RSC ending, but this also provided us with the opportunity to energize our journal and to forge a fresh relationship with a new publisher. Both the EPA and the ESP appointed a task force to identify a scientific publisher that would commit to the continued growth of PPS. I would like to express my sincerest thanks to the members of the EPA task force: Alberto Credi, Alexandre Fürstenberg, Werner Nau, and Julia Perez-Prieto for their time, effort and hard work in examining all possible ways forward. Many options were on the table and considered with care, including moving to a full open access publishing model or even a new name for the journal. The joint EPA-ESP task force deserves great credit for striking a deal with Springer-Nature, one of the most renowned and respected scientific publishers today. It was decided that, for the time being, PPS will continue as a hybrid journal in which both journal subscriptions and open access are available. A transition to a full open access model will eventually be considered and Springer-Nature has already agreed to help us with this when we are ready. In the meantime, our new journal web page is up and we are open for business! Yearly report: In 2019, the number of submissions was similar to those of the previous years. PPS received 252 photochemistry manuscripts, which represents a small drop with respect to 2018 and 2017. The overall rejection rate (60.3%) remains stable, with 107 manuscripts (42%) being rejected without peer-review. Asia and Australasia account for half of the manuscript published (60% of submissions), followed by Europe and North America accounting for 30% and 14%, respectively, of manuscript published in PPS (Table 1). Handling times remained steady at 46 days from submission to first decision. As always, it would be good to have more submissions from our members. It is, after all, our journal! In 2020, things were different and we received an alarmingly-low number of just 117 submissions for photochemistry. Many countries were hit hard with COVID-19 and saw large drops in their submissions: Asia and Australasia: -50%, Europe and the Americas: -60%, Africa: -40%. Our thoughts go to the scientists and their families, the lost productivity is just another sign of how many people's lives have been impacted by the ongoing health crisis. The journal's impact factor for 2019 was back up to 2.8, near its recordhigh of 2017. The figures for the 2020 year will be released in June 2021 and, based on current citations, the RSC predicts that it will be similar to that of 2019. As always, perspective articles are amongst the most read and cited articles so please keep them coming! If you have an idea of where a particular area of your field is going, or of a significant advanceor bottleneck -they are a great way of letting others know.

Editorial board: We have had some recent movement in the editorial board that has been implemented in a timely fashion to coincide with the journal's move to Springer-Nature. After many years of incredible service and dedication, Joggi Wirz decided that it was time for him to let go of his activity with PPS. Joggi was kind enough to continue working with PPS even after his retirement and I am extremely grateful for this. His experience and knowledge are a great asset and, on behalf of the entire editorial board, I would like to thank him for all these years of work and wish him all the best in his future activities and travels. Thank you Joggi! Starting from 2021, Julia Perez-Prieto will take on the duties of Deputy Editor-in-Chief for Photochemistry. Julia has served on the journal's Ownership Board for many years (including as EPA president!) and has experience in the journal's inner workings as well as in its editorial activities. I would also like to extend a warm welcome to four new members of our Editorial Board: Cornelia Bohne (U. Victoria, Canada); Petr Klán (Masaryk U., Czech Republic); Cláudia Gomes da Silva (U. of Porto, Portugal); Oliver Wenger (U. of Basel, Switzerland). Their experience will greatly help the journal in handling new submissions in diverse areas of photochemistry.

As you can see, there was a lot to talk about this year! The important news is that PPS is doing better than ever and, alongside with our colleagues from the ESP, will continue to serve our communities. I will end this report with the usual plea for more contributions from you: we really need them at this difficult time to ensure a good flow of photochemistry papers. It is a win-win situation for us: improving PPS's standing will also improve its impact in the field and help the EPA.

With best wishes, Dario

Quo vadis, PPS? -Ante!

Table 1 .

 1 Distribution of manuscripts by geographical area

	Geographical area	Submitted* Published	% Total
	Asia and Australasia	150 (166)	50	50%
	Europe	43 (53)	30	30%
	Middle East	18 (24)	0	0%
	North America	18 (22)	14	14%
	Africa	11 (8)	1	1%
	South and Central America	12 (17)	5	5%
	Total	252 (290)	100	
	*Values in parentheses refer to 2018.