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Philippe Etienne Ducler (1778-1840) Government guirE .

BnF Indien 744

[Lola Vaissaire Master dissertation]

 Bornin 1778 in Paris, in a family of master
ribbon makers.

* Joined the French Navy in 1814.

* 1816-1818: accompanied the Duke of
Luxembourg to Brazil.

e 1819: assigned in Guadeloupe.
e 1823: assigned in Pondicherry.

* 1824: reached India; appointed administrator of
Karikal.

e 1831: left Karikal for medical leave.
e 1833: assigned to Cherbourg.

e 1835: assignhed to Dunkirk o R
» 1840: died, presumably of tropical disease. U i // i Ermosin s o
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BnF Acquistions Register, July 22nd, 1833
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The Palm-leaf Manuscripts
The Copyist

Burnouf 1832, p. 85:

Un savant Hindou, employé au service du gouvernement francais, avait
commis une faute grave dont l'autorité supérieure exigea le chatiment :
I’Hindou fut condamné a huit ans de réclusion, et ce fut M. Ducler, au
service duquel il avait passé plusieurs années, qui eut le regret de faire
executer contre lui la sentence. Mais pour en adoucir la rigueur, et pour
tirer parti des vastes connaissances de cet homme, M. Ducler le
chargea de copier les ouvrages les plus estimes de la littérature
brahmanique, et eut en méme temps la générosité de lui allouer un
salaire que l'étendue de ce travail fit monter a une somme tres

considérable.



Karikal jail
BnF Indien 744

~
’ 20w
L
= \ Za
,"‘..
< o
2
\ Msnrs p i ’
\ ‘i Ny
\!f f y’\.\x > «
N A -
= = = z —_— _—
s = = = -
T R ! S I
|
|
i o

~
‘??//L‘\ uﬁ'Lé}crcf Bi7oa) B SL ,/fgazs/j/ﬁ//czr)g)

////() ;/ (2P //z/ mdiaﬂ Yertee 277 762S.

J.H VA



The Palm-leaf Manuscripts
The Copyist

Des Brahmanes instruits eurent la permission d’entrer dans la prison du
condamné, et de mettre a sa disposition tous les ouvrages dont M.
Ducler désirait la copie. C’est a cette heureuse idee qu’est due la plus
belle Collection tamoule que nous ayons vue en France. Elle se compose
de quarante manuscrits, transcrits sur des olles que M. Ducler fit venir a
cet effet de Ceylan, copiés avec une régularite et un soin remarquables,
pagines a la fois avec les chiffres malabar, et a la maniere européenne,
en un mot disposés de maniere a ce que I'examen et ['étude en soit
aussi facile que le comporte la forme propre aux manuscrits indiens.
Chaque ouvrage est accompagne d’une note en francais, qui en indique
le contenu d’une maniere sommaire.



The Palm-leaf Manuscripts

35 palm leaf manuscripts:

e 12 single-text manuscripts

* 6 multi-text manuscripts

* 17 manuscripts = 5 multi-volume works

Total = 43 different works.
A representative Tamil collection.



The Tamil Palm-leat Manuscripts:
_Iterary texts

Naitatam (2 copies)
Paratam (in 2 vols.), Kamparamayanam (in 7 vols.)

Kantapuranam (in 4 vols.), Kacikantam, Periyapuranam,
Tiruvilaiyatarpur@nam

Pancatantirakkatai + Nalumantirikkatai

Tirukkural (3 copies), didactic works (15 in a MTM) with a syllabary
MTM: Arundcalapuranam + Tamil Ariyum Peruma@l Katai + Viralivitutitu
2 “tragedies”: Istakkiyar Vacakappa, Markkantanatakam



The Tamil Palm-leaf Manuscripts
Treatises, etc.

Nannul (in 2 vols.)

Tivakaram

Caturakarati (in 2 vols.)

Kirakacintamani, Ullamutaiyan (astrology)

1 MTM: Ennilakkam + Kanakkatikaram (arithmetics)
Akattiyar Vakatam (medical)

1 MTM: Pancaticappirakaranam + Piramanupavavivekamuttiram +
Nanacivavatakkattalai (philosophy)



The Sanskrit Palm-leatf Manuscripts

Dharmasastra (in 2 vols.). Not yet found in BnF collection.
Yajurveda Taittiriyasamhita.
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The Parallel Tamil & Arabic Foliations

BnF Indien 249



Title Pages: Tirukkural
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BnF Indien 229: Caturakarati, vol.
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BNF Indien 412: MTM (2 katais
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BnF Indien 386:
MTM (syllabary + 15 didactic works)
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BnF Indien 44:

MTM (Paficaticappirakaranam +
Piramanupavavivekamuttiram +
Nanacivavatakkattalai)
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' BnF Indien 299:
MTM (Arundcalapuranam + Tamil Ariyum
Perumal Katai + Viralivitutatu)
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BNF Indien 495 (/stakkiyar Vacakappa)

- Photo by Margherita Trento



 B0F ndien 495 (stakkiar Vicakappe)




BnF Indien 495 (Istakkiyar Vacakappa)

Photo by Margherita Trento



BnF Sanscrit 290

Not»the famou»s ”Ezourvedam”

but the Yajurveda Taittiriyasamhita




Internal dates
from Ducler manuscripts



BnF Indien 53, Tirukkural, 1829 CE
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f219r7: caruvatari {varusam} pankuni {macamj} 21 {téti} {pcs}
putavaranal tiruvalluvar urai Eluti mutittén {pcl}

“[In the] Caruvatari year [Skt. Sarvadharin, i.e. CE 1828-1829, 1768-
1769, 1708-1709, etc.], Pankuni month [March-April], day 21, a
Wednesday, | have finished writing the commentary on Tiruvalluvar.”
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BnF Indien 228-229,
Caturakarati, 1828 CE
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BnF Indien 229, title page, verso:
1001 8 100 2 10 8-m antu novempuru {macam} 10 8 {téti} tuvakkam
“In the year 1828, November month, day 18, beginning [of copy]”




BnF Indien 250, Naitatam, ??
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folio 337r6-7:

kara {varusam} Ani (337r7) {macam} 2 10 6 {téti} mankalavarGmum ti-
ruvona-natcattiramun kutiya tinattil eluti mutintatu {pcs}

“In the Kara year [Skt. Khara, i.e. CE 1831-1832, 1771-1772, 1711-1712,
etc.], Ani month [June-July], day 26, a Tuesday, on the day when
occurred [literally: “joined”] the naksatra Tiruvonam [Skt. Sravana],
writing was completed.”
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BnF Indien 327,
Kantapuranam 4 of 4, 1830 CE
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U2, f163v5:
kantam eluti niraverittutu {pcl} vikurati {varusam} Ati {méacam} 3 {téti} 1000

8 100 3 10 {varusam}
“The Kantam [i.e. the Kantappuranam] was fully copied. [In the] year Vikurati

[Skt. Vikrti], Ati month [July-August], day 3, year 1830.”



BnF Indien 333, Kacikantam, 1739 CE

U4, f267r5-7:
kdcivicuvanata-cuvamiyar kirupa-kitascattinalé Avarutai(f267r6)ya

kataiyakiya kacikantan tutanki — Eluti vara 1000 7 100 3 10 9 - Antu
vaykaci {macam} 10 1 teti kuruvara-nalun coti(f267r7)natcettiramum
pakkan [i.e. paksam] tiraiyoteciyum rilapa-mukirttamum [i.e. risapa-
mukurttam] Irascata-vélaiyum [i.e. iratcaca-vélail akiya punniya-tinattilé
mutal-aka murrum




Translation and interpretation by G. Ciotti &
M. Franceschini

“As he began to copy (tutanki eluti vara) the Kacikantam, which is the
poem of Kacivicuvanatacuvamiyar, thanks to [Kacivicuvanatacuvamiyar’s]
benevolent side-glances, [the Kacikantam] was completed — first thing
(mutal aka) — on the auspicious (punniya-) day in which occur the year
1739, the month of Vaykaci, the 11th day, the day of Thursday, the
constellation of Coti, the thirteenth day of the [bright] fortnight (pakkam,
i.e. paksam), the mukirttam of Rilapa (i.e. risapa-mukurttam) and the
veélai of Irascata (i.e. iratcaca-velai).”

DATE = 1739, Vaykaci, 11, Thursday, coti (=svati/cuvati, 15th) naksatra,
paksa, 13th tithi: 10 May 1739 (all elements agree)



BnF Indien 412,
MTM (Paficatantirakkatai + Nalumantirikkatai), 1828 CE

U2, f[1]r, c3, 6-7 (date for Paficatantirakkatai only)

1000 8 100 2 10 8 m {varusam} luliyét=tu {macam} 2 10 {teti} Eluti
mutintatu {pcl}

“In the year 1828, July month day 20, wrltlng Was completed =



BnF Indien 495,
Istakkiyar Vacakappa, 1829 CE

1000 8 100 2 10 9 antu ,5;(,@/ n-fqiu,, %% 1) s
avuriyél {matam} 9 {téti} {pcs} =7 re U‘“‘» wrardis s G el S
Laggm @ﬁ
. , 5
“In the year 1829, e
o Rieee o9 uﬂi

April month, day 9.”

Photo by Margherita Trento



Internal dates from Ducler manuscripts

Shelfmark Date system

Indien 333 CE (antu) + Jovian cycle (varusam)
Indien 250 Jovian cycle (varusam)

Indien 412 CE (varusam)

Indien 229 CE (antu)

Indien 53 Jovian cycle (varusam)

Indien 495 CE (antu)
Sanscrit 290 | Jovian cycle (varusam)

Indien 327 Jovian cycle (varusam) + CE (varusam)

CE
1739, May 10t

[NB: date of master copy?]

1831-1832, 1771-1772, 1711-
1712, etc., June-July

[NB: not Ducler copyist’s hand?] [NB: date of master copy?]

1828, July 20th

1828, November 18th

1829, March-April

1829, April 9th

1829, September-November
1830, July-August
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17. Perwapouranam, ou histoire de soixante-trois saints de
la secte de Shiven; 434 feuilles (1). surmouf 1832, p. 54 &
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The Copyist:
Colophon of BnF Sanscrit 290

Not the famous “Ezourvedam”

but the Yajurveda Taittiriyasamhita




Date : i .‘

A A o0 D1 oo W w5 S LT T B BRSO rot £

Beginning 2 YO X ey 59 ORI O Gt [T

of Copy WS (GLAR ) &7 L7 o 1T b ) 1, o
s 2

[

U3, f[1]v2-3:
virodhinamasamvatsaram kanyamasam dvitiyyadinam saumyavasaram

krsnapaksam caturthi asvininaksatram inda subhadinattil divi
pancavimsatighatikayil vedam samhitapustakam krsnan- (f[1]v3) lekhiri

Arambhiccadu

“The year named Virodhin [1829-1830, 1769-1770, 1709-1710, etc.], the
month of Kanya, second day, Monday, 4t" of the dark fortnight, naksatra Asvini,
on that auspicious day, during daytime [divi?] the 25t ghatika, Krsnan started

writing the book of the Samhita of the Veda.”



Date
End of Copy
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U4, £342v1-2:

virodhinamasamvatsaram tulamasam ekonatrimsad dinam guruvaram
krsnapaksam dvitiyyai rohininaksatrattil Idam vedam samhitapustakam
surakhradhi krsnan- sva(f342v2)hastattunal samaptamanadu

“The year named Virodhin, the month of Tula, twenty-ninth day, Thursday, 2t
of the dark fortnight, in the naksatra Rohini, Krsnan completed by his own
hands the book of the Samhita of the Veda.”
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Written between

Virodhin year, Kanya month (September-October), second day,
Monday, 4t" of the dark fortnight

and

Virodhin year, Tula month (October-November), twenty-ninth day,
Thursday, 2t of the dark fortnight

So less than two solar months for 343 folios.
By a copyist named Krsna
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Non-Ducler by the same Copyist?

Manuscripts of known provenance (but not Ducler) or of unknown
provenance sharing features with Ducler manuscripts:

* Same type of woodcovers
e Same type of leaves
e« Same hand



BnF Indien 54 (Tirukkural, with urai) [Burnouf]
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BnF Sanscrit 291 ‘ ‘
Yajurveda Taittiriyasamhita
Burnouf acc. to Fillioza




BnF Indien 972: Travers




BnF Sanscrit 613 [provenance unknown]
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The Paintings
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Castes et professions de
I"Inde (Indien 743)

Divinités et souverains
de I'Inde (Indien 74)

Céremonie religieuses
de I'Inde (Indien 746)
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