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During the Medieval Period, Western Switzerland versity. There are however courses in Medieval Archaeology oW NAwE PLACENAME  DESCRIPTION TYPE OF INFORMATION
comprising the regions of Geneva, Vaud, Fribourg, on offer within other Archaeology departments (at the Uni- Epesses
Neuchatel, Valais and the Jura, had in many ways, a versity of Lausanne and Geneva). i T e L il
similar occupation to its bordering countries (France « French-speaking Switzerland was not affected by the B
and Italy). Excluding the mountainous regions (the Alps thleoretical currenFs of the 1960s and_ 70s as Fr_ance (or Bri- :"'l‘;“"'" A LF —
and Jura) where habitation is much more dispersed and i) Inge bee‘f“ WA UG ErEie (.)f b IEIEEneEn S:nte_mi, cm.:ae,,e M h.,fdl h d = m'd q ||b
, , _ , modern Medieval Archaeology constructing its own ques- ; : ottt et
subject to the contingencies of the environment, the tions by prevailing over the monumental (Landscape
density of civil settlements is significant. The 12" century Archaeology, studies of deserted villages, Techni- Renens (Vaud) Leiez  Ancien lostvillge. Archivefrom the 107 century
saw the creation of new towns with the partition of terri- cal Archaeology...). e Mo Chesabe e canahen.
tories into multiple manors. The occupation of territory is e The language divide hinders exchanges with the Ger- :d P(bl dgfg mdlf”dl
easily identifiable since the occupation zones of today are man-speaking regions of Switzerland where Medieval . e fh.—,
medieval (or even more ancient) creations in origin and Archaeology is very dynamic. . R o tpns et s e o e 1 e
historic networks of Swiss communication routes have o T, R T R
been well examined in the Inventaire des voies Suisse. TODAY IN PRACTICE Brenles inVillrs Blegy _ Foried bar,dtchs.
However in medieval civil settlements, both rural THE "UNLOVED" DISCIPLINE Curtilles LaRoche  Village shitedfrom Curiles 1o La Roche. Archive from the 13" century
and urban, knowledge of the conditions of implan- « Archaeologists practicing Medieval Archaeology come pex ”
tation and development, as well as the associated mate- therefore from a university education based on other - T —
rial culture, is still insufficient. Territorial, political and periods and are instead, structural specialists. Their theoreti- - Gémux Los;;”ammwanswmmmmm e
geographic analysis take the place of site studies, with cal affiliation is that of the precursors of Swiss and French o R e S
very few exceptions. Structural Archaeology. v e — —
* The mentality of the domain is confined to the idea that Coppet inCoppet  Fortied owm
there is no Medieval Archaeology worthy of the title in Wes- Copoet Utglise Gl habitaion found under the existing church, Excavation 1981-1982
GERMANY tern Switzerland. o Ml o vas: reonm e e bt T —
» The difficulty finding Medieval Archaeologists, specialists s I e et s
ERANCE n th.e ﬁeld Qf Preventive Ar;haeology. Cross subject and ‘a“"“hf’e D 'H::hlldwmlc”m
AUSTRIA multi-disciplinary studies suffice. Prangins Promenthous e lcation. d Archive
e
FriBoJIE THE STATE OF KNOWLEDGE AND RESEARCH o . f EETET "
VAU1D » As can been seen in the table (Fig 2.) which originates from Vich s VeV e e 2ty 05
the Archaeological map of the Canton Vaud, certain sites Les Clées Bourg des Gt Rt AN
2 are identified from archives, place-name studies and Romainmotierfmy Lnfrey  Hamle Remaisofteraces sl visbi o the suface Archive
gleaned from historic texts. The archaeological sites, Vaulion ety IO, e e T SRR R gy
1S protected by the regions (Art.67 LPNMS) are presumed lesTovemes  frevdeilae N
ITALY but rarely excavated. Les Thioleyres VMt e bulding, Roof s ceramic Ground and serial survey 1983
» Sites are preserved on the one hand because they have et coumer T e st o e fom et ey
Avenches Bourg médiéval Town of Avenches, fortifications, church. Archive, excavation, history

@ Map of Switzerland with the Romand (French-speaking)

not evolved into a form of sustainable habitat or on the

1 - Essertines-sur-Rolle Mont-le-vieux Village located south of the castle. Archive
Cantons in blue, Canton Vaud in dark blue. ?ther hinshas e artetu:ltouc}:led kl)y gon{structlon (?r dev}e : :
. . ] O men g ese Cons l u e arc aeo O lca reserves Fl 2 ] Mont-sur-Rolle Mont-le-Grand llage Sainte-Marie locat it | QObservation on an old 19" century plan
Maln Clhes . I Lausanne 2 Geneva 3 Bern 4 Baseg 5 ZurICh p g g Rolle Champ de vers Lost village, mill. Archive and presumed discoveries in 1967
» The above developed findings inevitably lead to a weak S
. . . . . Montreux de _m‘“ i“"' Large lost village. Walls still visible in 1914 Archive and local observations
representation of publications on the Medieval Period: the B
1 | 1 1 5 ¥ 5 . - . Vew: in Veve Fortified small town. Excavated 2002 and later 2005 - 2013
For the Canton Vaud, which will be the principal focus of Cahiers dArchéologie romande the main collection of all . '
c - 5 5 c . . - Veytaux illon Fortified village with a church. Archive
appraisal in this presentation, the findings are even more things Romand devoted only 19 (two of which were double " . .
. . . g Champvent Saint-Christophe Lost village. No precise location. Archive from the13™ century
considerable as Vaud is not only the largest Canton in Wes- editions) of 156 to the . —
) ) . . vonan Fnllx:|r11J:J|1|1.a',-01lrs cliff dwelling Local observation
tern SWltzerland bUt also bEIonged to the terrltory Of the Medleval PerlOd (between Corbeyrier En chamian Lost medieval village. Probably destroyed by a rock fall in 1584 Historic text
Kingdom of Burgundy, then to the Bishops of Lausanne and L7 el 20050 AT o e |
h H f S b! f b b B Th b f these _lSSueS dealt Wlth re.l_l— Cossonay 1 Cossonay Village Archive, historic text
t e Ouse O avoy e Ore ecomlng ernese e alm O g.lous bulldlngs (1]"1C1Udlng Montricher Torclens Lostfaillage. 50meloun<fatiunslound. Survey 1961, No measurements archive
this presentation is first and foremost, to identify the reasons the Monastery of Romain- A, Dommarin Ie Gmetdre  tha oppor town b the castumof iy focal abserations
. - . . . L C Lutry in Lutry Fortified village. Excavation 1999
for this inequality of information between the cantons and motier and the cloister of e - o
. . randcour O Village next to a lost church. Archive
to show how the practice of Archaeology is subsequently the Cathedral of Lausanne), R T champ e it
. . . s . - Grandcour in Grandcour Fortified village. Archive
influenced, which has consequences for both scientific dis- 3 are consecrated to Fune . q
) . . ) ) rar A.r h 1 3 t f .rt.l_ challens in Echallens small Town, Archive
course and mindset. Finally this presentation aims to ary Archaology, > to 1o A , S o .
hl h_! ht th ﬁ t . d d b th t t h h ﬁed Castle reSldenceS tﬁ\?ﬁ\ Palezieux in Palézieux Fortified village. Archive
ighlight the specificities induced by this situation, whic Premaine el e, AR e
can once identified and detailed, reveal possible solutions. to architectural elements g 3 Gily
(oven tiles and roof tiles) ) s

REASONS FOR THE CURRENT SITUATION
THE IMPORTANCE OF TRADITION

» Romand Medieval Archaeology comes from a heritage of
conservation (La Suisse du paléolithique au Moyen Age VII,
Verlag Archaologie Schweiz, Basel, Pg.17). Albert Naef, Can-
tonal Archaeologist for the Canton Vaud from 1899 to 1934
was an architect by profession, as was Louis Bondel, the
Cantonal Archaeologist for Geneva from 1923 to 1963.
Medieval Archaeology evolved therefore as a specialisation
of Structural Archaeology. Archaeological studies at this
time were thus confined to Medieval remains such as
castles and religious structures.

* Throughout the whole of Western Switzerland there has
never been a Medieval Archaeology department in any Uni-

and 1 to the evolution of
urban construction of an
ilot of Lausanne ((Fig 3.) La
‘cour des Miracles” a la Cité,
Francois Christ, CAR n°58,
Lausanne, 1992).
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» Only the Cantons of Fribourg and Neuchatel can suggest
synthesis on the processes of emergence and implantation
of habitation. Knowledge of material culture of ceramic in
particular, remains limited to the Cantons of Geneva and
Fribourg. Knowledge of medieval ceramics is non-existant
in the Canton Vaud.

CANTON VAUD: 318 TOWNS, 755,369 INHABITANTS

@ Settiement sites for the Medieval Period indexed in the

archaeological map of the canton vaud.

orange texts: Early Middle Ages settlement

white and blue texts: Middle Ages settlement

blue texts: recent operations

Lausanne, the capital of the Canton Vaud is not on the list

(Data not updated). Some towns and villages of medieval

origin are not on the list either as they have since develop-

ped at the same location and no archaeological surveys

have been carried out.
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