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The acquisition of /s/ -/z/ in a phonemic vs neutralised context: comparing FrenchL1, ItalianL1 and SpanishL1 learners of L2 English

) show that all learner groups tend to reproduce (at least globally) the output of the voice assimilation rule: the target segments are voiceless when following a C[-voice], and partially periodic if following a C[+voiced] or a vowel. While French learners clearly show the highest differentiation among conditions, it is surprising to observe that SpanishL1 learners seem to be able to reproduce the assimilation pattern, and even more neatly than ItalianL1 learners. This is confirmed by a linear mixedeffects model similar to the one above, revealing that differences across conditions are significant for

the FrenchL1 group (all p values < .001) and the SpanishL1 group (all p values < .03), but for the Italian group the condition C[-voice] does not significantly differ from the condition C[-voice] (p = .27). Conclusions. SLM predictions were confirmed in phonemic contexts. Instead, we find unexpected results for the voice assimilation rule, whereby SpanishL1 learners manage to produce more voiced realisations than ItalianL1 learners. The existence of a non-obligatory voice assimilation rule in Spanish (incl. morphemic -s, used for plural in Spanish) may promote voice assimilation in syllable-coda in L2 English, although with a change in directionality (regressive to progressive assimilation). Moreover, the behaviour shown by SpanishL1 and ItalianL1 learners in morphemic vs non-morphemic -s may reflect [START_REF] Plag | Homophony and morphology: The acoustics of word-final S in English[END_REF]'s findings for L1 English that morphemic and non-morphemic -s are not homophonous. If confirmed on more data, such results may have an impact on mainstream models of L2 phonology acquisition. 
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 1 Figure 1. Average periodic proportion for realizations of /s/ and /z/ in phonemic contexts.
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 2 Figure 2. Average periodic proportion for realizations of morphemic -s.