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World Conferences on Women  (1975-1995)
Dr Corinne M. Belliard 

Calendar of Conferences on Women
19 June - 2 July 1975 Mexico City
14 - 30 July 1980 Copenhagen
15 - 26 July 1985 Nairobi
01 - 15 September 1995 Beijing

Although Le Monde, the centre-left oriented newspaper, reported much more on World
Conferences on Women than Le Figaro, the oldest national daily and centre-right editorial line,
the French press in general did not ignore the 1980 Copenhagen dilemma.

They all stressed the fact that a majority of delegates left the room when the Israeli
representation took to the floor.

Table 2. The recurrence of themes  

Table 1. Number of themes over the years 

Sources
- Report from the World Conference of the International Women’s Year : Mexico City 19 June- 2 July 1975, New York City: United Nations. 1976.

- Report from the World Conference of the United Nations Decade for Women : Equality, Development and Peace – Copenhagen 14-30 July
1980, New York City: United Nations. 1980.

- Report from the World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women : Equality,
Development and Peace – Nairobi 15-26 July 1985, New York City: United Nations. 1986..

- Report from the Fourth World Conference on Women Beijing 4-15 September 1995, New York City : United Nations, 199

Because of the 1995 Beijing World Conference’s reasoning success, it is expected that the themes elaborated there were also previous priorities. Instead of putting under scrutiny the
themes of the four World Conferences, it shows that six major themes : Education, Employment, Equality, Family, Health and Peace have always been on the agenda from 1975 to 1995.
There are also five the subthemes : Drought, Exploitation, Migration, Poverty and Racism.
Let’s concentrate on Racism. It should be mentioned that this theme has been both a subtheme and a major theme ever since the United Nations decided to organise two World
Conferences against Racism : one in 1978 and the other in 1983.
In those World Conferences on Women, there were also eighteen topics that could be considered as variables. Gender, Housing, Integration, Missing Persons, Non Government
Organisation, Participation, Stereotypes, Trade, Transport, Empowerment, Economic Order, Drugs, Detention, Democracy, Data, Condition, Communication, Civil Society have been the
concerns of a single World Conference. And as the result of the July 2010 founding of the UN Women at the United Nations General Assembly, those themes were re-named “critical
areas”. They were reduced to 12 key areas of concerns : Environment, Power/Decision Making, Girl Child, Economy, Human Rights, Education, Violence, Poverty, Advancement, Health,
Armed Conflict, Media. The latter particularly brought change in covering gender-sensitive news.

2 – 4 September 2021

Years Number of States Number of Themes
1975 133 14
1980 145 26
1985 157 28
1995 189 34

1975 1980 1985 1995 1975 1980 1985 1995
Age X X Health X X X X
Agriculture X X Housing X
Apartheid X X Industry X
Civil Society X Intergration X
Communication X Livelihood X X
Condition X Media X
Data X Migration X X X
Democracy X Minority / Indigenous Women X X
Detention X Missing and Disappeared Persons X
Development X X X X Non-Governmental Organisation X
Disable X X Participation X
Discrimination X X Peace X X X X
Drought X X X Population X
Dugs X Poverty X X X
Economic Order X Power / Decision Making X
Economy X Prostitution X
Education / Training X X X X Public Entreprise X
Employment / Unemployment X X X X Racism X X X
Empowerment / Advancement X Religion X
Energy X Rights X
Environment X X Security X X
Equality X X X X Social Services X
Exploitation X X X Status X X
Family X X X X Stereotypes X
Financial Assistance X X Trade X
Food / Water X X Transport X
Fund X X Violence X X
Gender X War / Armed Conflicts X X

This table shows that the more the number of countries increases over time, the more themes there are. What this 
table does not show is the new theme introduce by the countries who last joined.

Table 3. Number of major Themes mentioned in the mot important French Press 

1975 1980 1985 1995

Le Monde 4 3 5 3

Le Figaro 0 4 0 0

The theme of the Copenhagen dilemma

At the 1980 World Conference on Women in Copenhagen, the difficulty originated over the
question the position of Palestinian women should hold. Should they be women or Palestinian
? In other words, should they fight for women’s rights or for their people who opposed Israel ?
Who should they be first in a World Conference on Women ?
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