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It’s important to consider two aspects: the concentration on a 
limited number of metropolitan areas, and the very different 
productive structures between continents.
TheThe concentration is striking: out of some 1820 inventing me-
tropolitan areas from the 3 continents, large multinational 
firms are present in nearly 60% of them, but the top 100 
metropolitan areas represent 82,7% of their international 
patents. This is 98% for the top 500 metropolitan areas.

Table 2. Key features of “3 continents” metropolitan areas

Table 1. The share of LMF in international patent

Figure 1. The country headquarters of large multinational 
firms composing the CIB Database



Table 4. International patents of large multinational firms 
per type of metropolitan area (2010-2014)

Table 3. Characteristics of Top 100 Metropolitan Areas 
(2010-2014)

These top 100 metropolitan areas are split between large 
and midsize metropolitan areas in number, but large metro-
politan areas represent over 80% of international patents by 
LMF, even though their inventive activity (the number of pa-
tents per thousand inhabitants) is twice lower.



Figure 2. Origin of large multinational firms in the pro-
duction of Metropolitan Areas




