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The formation of the Armenian think tank sector dates from the beginning of 1990s after the
independence of the country. In this period, Armenian think tanks faced many challenges and had
several stages of evolution.

From the first decade of 2000s with the improvement of the political, social and economic situation
in Armenia and the development of democratic institutions, the number of new think tanks founded
was in the increase. However, many think tanks didn’t last long mainly because of a lack of steady
financial resources. Recent research shows that there are currently almost 50 think tanks or think
tank-like institutions in Armenia [1].

Only recently, think tanks didn’t have enough presence in Armenian political life and
sufficient influence on public policy [2]. The primary reason was the inertia of Soviet political
culture in which think tanks and other civil society institutions traditionally didn’t have enough
presence. Some recent developments, however, indicate that this situation is gradually changing.
The Armenian political elite is more open to relying on experts’ advice and think tanks’ intellectual
products are greater demand.

A significant step towards involving individual experts and think tanks representatives in
consultations and the policymaking process was the establishment of the Analytical Council within
the Standing Committee on Foreign Relations of the National Assembly of the Republic of Armenia
[3]. The main objective of this Council is to support the National Assembly with different thematic
discussions and operative recommendations, which can be used by the parliamentary delegations.
The other remarkable step was the signing of a Memorandum between the Standing Committee on
Economic Affairs of National Assembly and AMBERD Research Center of the Armenian State
University of Economics [4]. According to the above mentioned memorandum AMBERD Research
Center became an official scientific adviser-partner of the National Assembly Standing Committee
on Economic Affairs. This format of interaction and cooperation of parliament with a non-

governmental think tank is unprecedented in Armenian political culture.



A third important recent event which is worth mentioning was a meeting and discussion of the
President of Armenia with the academic and expert community at Andranik Margaryan Political
School, which operates within the ruling Republican Party of Armenia [5].

It is also significant that the revolving door between government and research has seen some
progress. Although there were precedents to this: ex-politicians or high level political officials have
in the past established their own research centres, the situation until recently was mostly like a one-
way road. In November 2017, President Serzh Sargsyan signed a decree appointing Sergey
Minasyan Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Armenia to Romania. Sergey
Minasyan, who was at that time deputy director of Caucasus Institute, became the first high-ranked
think tanker who was appointed to such kind of high-rank position in government.

It could be assumed that current positive trends in the Armenian think tank sector and the increasing
role of think tanks in public policy will continue. The political elite will continue changing its
attitude towards them and increase its attention towards experts and knowledge brokers in society.
This increased interest should be evidenced in a growing demand for intellectual products and
consultations.

This situation is mainly linked to the political and institutional transformations as well as the
security and economic reforms facing Armenia. They demand the development of democratic
institutions, the democratisation of the decision making process, and the establishment and
formation of think tanks which are able to produce high quality intellectual products and usher a

gradual generational change in the political elite.
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