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Propagation phenomena in periodic patchy landscapes
with interface conditions

Francois Hamel* Frithjof Lutscher! and Mingmin Zhang?

In memory of Pavol Brunovsky, with admiration for a great mathematician

Abstract

This paper is concerned with a model for the dynamics of a single species in a one-dimensional
heterogeneous environment. The environment consists of two kinds of patches, which are
periodically alternately arranged along the spatial axis. We first establish the well-posedness
for the Cauchy problem. Next, we give existence and uniqueness results for the positive
steady state and we analyze the long-time behavior of the solutions to the evolution problem.
Afterwards, based on dynamical systems methods, we investigate the spreading properties
and the existence of pulsating traveling waves in the positive and negative directions. It
is shown that the asymptotic spreading speed, c¢*, exists and coincides with the minimal
wave speed of pulsating traveling waves in positive and negative directions. In particular, we
give a variational formula for ¢* by using the principal eigenvalues of certain linear periodic
eigenvalue problems.

Mathematics Subject Classification: 35K57; 92D25; 35J60.

Keywords: Patchy landscapes; Interface conditions; Periodic media; Asymptotic spreading
speeds; Pulsating traveling waves.

1 Introduction
Reaction-diffusion equations of the type
ug = Au+ f(u), t>0, zeRY, (1.1)

have been introduced in the pioneering works of Fisher [18] and Kolmogorov, Petrovsky and
Piskunov [28]. They are motivated by population genetics and aim at throwing light on the
spatial spread of advantageous genetic features. The nonlinear reaction term considered there is
that of logistic growth. Archetypes of such nonlinearities are f(u) = u(1 — u) or extensions like
f(u) = u(1 —u?), which are sometimes also called monostable since they have exactly one stable
nonnegative steady state. Skellam [47] then investigated this type of models in order to study
spatial propagation of species and proposed quantitative explanations for the spread of muskrats
throughout Europe at the beginning of the 20th century.

Since these celebrated works, a vast mathematical literature has been devoted to the homo-
geneous equation (1.1). It is of particular interest to investigate the structure of traveling front
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solutions and their stability, propagation or invasion and spreading properties. The former is
related to the well-known result that this equation has a family of planar traveling fronts of the
form u(t,z) = U(z - e — ct) for any given vector of unit norm e € SV-1
propagation. Here, ¢ > 0 is the constant speed of the front and U : R — (0, 1) is the wave profile.
It was proved in [28] that, under KPP assumptions, f(0) = f(1) = 0 and 0 < f(s) < f'(0)s
in s € (0,1), there exists a threshold speed ¢* = 24/f/(0) > 0 such that no fronts exist for
¢ < ¢*, while for each ¢ > ¢*, there is a unique (up to shift in space or time variables) planar
front of the type U(x - e — ct). Such fronts are stable with respect to some natural classes of
perturbations; see, for instance, [10,22,28,29,42 48|. Many papers were also dedicated to such
planar fronts for other types of nonlinearities f(-), for example the bistable and combustion type;
see, e.g., [3,9,16,17,27].

While traveling waves are interesting mathematical objects, they do not necessarily represent
biologically realistic scenarios. For questions of biological invasions, it is more realistic to study
how a locally introduced population would spread. Corresponding mathematical invasion and
spreading properties for model (1.1) were established by Aronson and Weinberger [4]. Under
the same assumptions on f as in the previous paragraph, they proved that, starting with a
nonnegative, compactly supported, continuous function ug > 0, ug # 0, the solution u(t,x)
of (1.1) spreads with speed c* in all directions for large times. More precisely, max ;<. |u(t, ) —
1| = 0 as t — +oo for each ¢ € [0,¢"), and max ;> u(t, ) — 0 for each ¢ > c*.

Most landscapes are not homogeneous, as model (1.1) implicitly assumes. Several possible
generalizations of the equation to heterogeneous landscapes exist, for example

, which is the direction of

ug = V- (D(z)Vu)u + f(z,u), t>0, zcRY, (1.2)

in periodic media (by periodic, we mean that D(- + k) = D and f(- + k,s) = f(-,s) for all
k € [WZ x --- x LNZ and s € [0,1], where Ly,...,Ly are given positive real numbers). For
such equations, standard traveling fronts do not exist in general. Instead, the notion of traveling
fronts is replaced by the more general concept of pulsating fronts [46]. If a (unique) periodic
positive steady state p(x) of (1.2) exists, a pulsating traveling front connecting 0 and p(x) is a
solution of the type u(t,z) = U(x - e — ct,x) with ¢ # 0 and e a unit vector representing the
direction of propagation, if the function U : R x RY — R satisfies

U(—o0,z) = p(z), U(+oo0,z) =0 uniformly in z € RV,
U(s,-) is periodic in RV for all s € R.

Moreover, for every x € RY, the function t +— u(t, z + cte) is in general quasi-periodic.

Berestycki, Hamel and Roques |7] gave a complete and rigorous mathematical analysis of
the periodic heterogeneous model (1.2) in any space dimension. They required the coefficient
functions D and f to be sufficiently smooth, yet some of their results are valid under reduced
regularity assumptions. Solutions in [7] are still at least of class C'1* with respect to x for all
p € (0, 1), while the solutions considered in the present paper are even not continuous at all points
in general, or not of class C! even when they are continuous after a rescaling. In [7], existence,
uniqueness and stability results were established. A criterion for species persistence and the
effects of fragmentation on species survival were studied. Furthermore, the same authors studied
the question of biological invasion and existence of pulsating fronts and they proved a variational
formula of the minimal speed of such pulsating fronts and then analyzed the dependency of this
speed on the heterogeneity of the medium [8]. We refer the reader to [5, 6,20, 23,26, 30, 31, 49|
for more results on the existence, uniqueness and qualitative results of pulsating traveling fronts.
For some results in space-time periodic media, see, e.g., [37-39]. We also refer to [5,6,13-15, 19,
25,44,50-52] for the existence and qualitative results with other types of nonlinearities or various
boundary conditions in periodic domains.



While equation (1.2) and the corresponding theory is mathematically elegant, it is very dif-
ficult if not impossible to apply the model to biological invasions since the data requirements
of finding diffusion coeflicients and growth rates for continuously changing landscape charac-
teristics are too costly. Alternatively, landscape ecology views natural environments as patches
of homogeneous habitats such as forests, grasslands, or marshes, possibly fragmented by natu-
ral or artificial barriers like rivers or roads. Each patch is relatively homogeneous within but
significantly different from adjacent patches. Shigesada, Kawasaki and Teramoto [46] used this
perspective of a patchy landscape and proposed a heterogeneous extension of (1.1) with piece-
wise constant coefficient functions; see also [45]. For simplicity, they considered only two types
of patches, arranged in a periodically alternating way. More specifically, they introduced the
following equation

ur = (D(x)ug)e +ulp(z) —uw), t>0, zeR\S, (1.3)

where p(z) is interpreted as the intrinsic growth rate of the population, D(z) is the diffusion
coefficient, and S is the set of all interfaces between all adjacent patches. These functions are
piecewise constant, namely, for m € Z,

D(z) =di(>0), p(x)=p1, mi—1I1i <z <ml (in patches of type 1),
D d2(> 0

with l1,lo > 0 and [ = [1 + ls. Without loss of generality, one can assume that pu; > uo.
Furthermore, if one assumes that the medium is not unfavorable everywhere, then pu; > 0, i.e.,
type-1 patches support population growth and are “source” patches in biological terms. However,
po can be negative, so that patches of type 2 do not support population growth and are “sink”
patches in biological terms.

), w(x) =p2, mli<xz<ml+ly (in patches of type 2),

The above model is not complete. At the boundaries or interfaces between two patches,
matching conditions must be imposed. Shigesada, Kawasaki and Teramoto [46] required conti-
nuity of density and flux, i.e., for ¢ > 0:

u(t,z”) =u(t,z), D@ )ug(t,z2”) = D(z " )u.(t,2™),

for all x = mL and © = mL + Ly (m = 0,£1,£2,...). Superscripts + denote one-sided limits
from the right and the left, respectively. When we take D(x) = d, u(x) = p > 0, problem (1.3)
is reduced to the Fisher-KPP equation with threshold speed 21/du. We shall refer to this kind
of model, i.e., the differential equations combined with interface matching conditions as patch
model or patch problem.

Shigesada and coauthors obtained the invasion conditions in terms of the sizes of patches,
diffusivities and growth rates. They proved that the population spreads successfully if and
only if the invasion condition is satisfied. Moreover, when invasion occurs, the distribution of
the population initially localized in a bounded area always evolves into a pulsating front. The
velocity was calculated with the aid of the dispersion relation, based on linearization at low
density [46]. When diffusion is constant, the rigorous analytical results in |7| apply to this patch
model, but the case of discontinuous diffusion and interface matching conditions is not covered.

Recently, Maciel and Lutscher [34] introduced novel interface matching conditions, based
on the work by Ovaskainen and Cornell [40]. The population flux is still continuous at an
interface, but the density it not. We will explain these conditions in detail below. These matching
conditions not only allow us to include patch preference data, which are frequently collected in the
field, into reaction-diffusion models, but also remove some biologically unrealistic behavior that
the model with the continuous-density interface conditions above shows (see [34] for a thorough
discussion). A number of recent studies use this new framework to study questions of persistence



and spread [2,35] and apply it to marine reserve design [1]. All these studies show that the correct
choice of interface conditions has a crucial effect on basic quantities such as population persistence
conditions and spread rates in periodic environments. Recently, Maciel and Lutscher [36] showed
how different movement strategies for competing species in patchy landscapes can lead to different
outcomes of competition. Maciel and coauthors found evolutionarily steady movement strategies
in a two-patch landscape [33].

Our paper is devoted to a rigorous analytical study of the periodic patch model with two
types of alternately arranged patches in a one-dimensional habitat. The population may grow
or decay, depending on patch type, and diffusivity may change between patches. The setting
and assumptions will be made precise below. The aim of the present work is first to rigorously
prove the well-posedness of this somewhat nonstandard patch model starting with nonnegative
continuous and bounded initial data. Then we investigate the long-time behavior and spatial
dynamics of this type of model in the framework of a periodic environment with monostable
dynamics. We give a criterion for the existence and uniqueness of a positive and bounded steady
state. Furthermore, under the hypothesis that the species can persist, we shall prove the existence
of an asymptotic spreading speed ¢* of the solution to the Cauchy problem and we show that this
spreading speed coincides with the minimal speed for rightward and leftward pulsating fronts.
Moreover, the asymptotic spreading speed ¢* can be characterized using a family of eigenvalues.
To the best of our knowledge, the results that had previously been discussed only formally or
observed numerically in [34], are proved rigorously here for the first time.

2 Model presentation and statement of the main results

2.1 The model and some equivalent formulations

Our model is a joint generalization of the models in [46] and [34]. We consider a patchy period-
ically alternating landscape consisting of two types of patches (say, type 1 and 2); see Figure 1.
Each patch is homogeneous within. We denote the length of patch type i (i = 1,2) by [; so that
the period is [ = I + l5. Accordingly, the real line is divided into intervals of the form

I, =[nl—1li,nl+1], nezZ,
each consisting of two adjacent patches. Such intervals were called “tiles” in [12].

patch 1 patch 2

-l -l 0 ly l

Figure 1: Schematic figure of the one-dimensional periodic patchy environment.

For n € Z, let I1,, = (nl — l1,nl) be the patches of type 1 and I, = (nl,nl + l3) be the
patches of type 2. On each patch I;,, we denote by v;, = v|j,, the density of the population,
by d; the constant diffusion coefficients, and by f; the corresponding reaction nonlinearities. Our
model then reads, for n € Z,

in . DPvin

Un 201 L fy), >0, € (nl— ly,nl),
8”2"—d‘92“2"+f(v ), t>0, € (nl,nl+ 1)
at — U2 6362 2\V2n ), ) ) 2)-

In (2.1), the equations for v, = v|r,, are set in the open intervals (nl — I, nl) and (nl,nl + l2),
but it will eventually turn out that the constructed solutions are such that the functions v;,



can be extended in (0,+00) x [nl — I1,nl] or (0,4+00) x [nl,nl + l2] as C’tl’f functions, so that
equations (2.1) will be satisfied in the closed intervals [nl — I;,nl] and [nl, nl 4 l2]. The matching
conditions for the population density and flux at the interfaces are given by

Vin(t, 27 ) =kvon(t, 2 "), di(vin)z(t, 7)) =do(von)(t, 27), t >0, x=nl, (2.2)
kUQn(t,$_):Ul(n+1)(t, x+), dQ(’Ugn)l«(t,x_>:d1(1}1(n+1))m(t, $+), t >0, z=nl+lo, .
with parameter
[0 d2
k= —. 2.3
1l -« % d1 ( )

Here, a € (0,1) denotes the probability that an individual at the interface chooses to move to
the adjacent patch of type 1, and 1 — « the probability that it moves to the patch of type 2.
Individuals cannot stay at the interfaces. These interface conditions were derived in [40] and
studied in more detail in [34]. They reflect the movement behavior of individuals when they come
to the edge of a patch. With these interface conditions, the population density is discontinuous
across a patch interface in the presence of patch preference and/or when the diffusion rates in
these two kinds of patches are different. Throughout the paper, we assume that the reaction
terms f; (¢ = 1,2) have the properties:

fi € CY(R), f;(0) =0, and there is K; > 0 such that f; <0 in [Kj, +00). (2.4)

Without loss of generality, we will consider type-1 patches as more favorable than type-2 patches,
that is, f1(0) > f4(0). In some statements, we will also assume that type-1 patches are “source"
patches, i.e., patches where the intrinsic growth rate of the population is positive (f1(0) > 0),
while type-2 patches may be source patches (f5(0) > 0), or “sink” patches (f5(0) < 0), or such that
f5(0) = 0. In order to investigate the long-time behavior and spatial dynamics, we will further
assume in some statements that the functions f; satisfy the strong Fisher-KPP assumption:

M are non-increasing in s > 0 for ¢ = 1, 2,
s (2.5)

and decreasing in s > 0 for at least one 1.

the functions s —

For instance, f; satisfying hypotheses (2.4)—(2.5) can be functions of the type fi(s) = s(u; — s).

Since the discontinuity in the densities at the interfaces makes the problem quite delicate to
study, we rescale the densities in such a way that the matching conditions become continuous in
the density. More precisely, we set ui,(t, ) = vin(t,z) for t > 0, z € (nl —l1,nl) and n € Z,
and ug,(t,x) = kvop(t,z) for t > 0, x € (nl,nl + l3) and n € Z. Then uy, satisfy the same
equations as vy, with fl(s) = fi(s), while ug, satisfy the equations of vy, with fo replaced
by fa(s) = kfa(s/k). We notice that f; (i = 1,2) satisfy the same hypotheses as f; with K;
replaced by f(i where K 1 = K7 and f(g = kK5. Thanks to the change of variables, the interface
conditions for the densities are now continuous; however, the flux interface conditions become
discontinuous, namely,

d
Ui (t, 7)) = ugn(t, 1), dy(uin)z(t,z7) = %(ugn)m(t, xh), t>0, z=nl,

d _
U (t, 27 ) = g 1) (L, ), f(uzn)x(t,m ) = di(urgns))e(t,zt), t>0, @ =nl+1la.

We drop the tilde from hereon. Notice that the properties (2.4) and (2.5) are invariant under
this change. Putting it all together, we are led to the following problem:

Oou1n, %uy,
YUn _ 3 Z 1 4t uny), >0, @€ (nl— lh,nl),
ot Ox? (2.6)
Ouan *usy,
=ds + fa(uzn), t>0, x € (nl,nl+1s),

ot 0x2



with continuous density conditions and discontinuous flux interface conditions,

i (t, 7)) = ugn (t, 1), (uin)z(t, 27) = o(ugp)(t, 2T), t>0, z=nl, @7
u2n(tvx7) = ul(n-i—l)(tvar): U(Ugn)z(t,xf) = ul(n-i—l))z t, er)? t>0, x =nl+ly, .
in which, from (2.3), we have
do 11—«
= = = 0. 2.8
Tk a (28)

When o =1 (that is, & = 1/2), the model (2.6)—(2.7) is reduced to the one in [46].
From now on, we denote by

S1=1Z
the interface points between (nl — 1, nl) and (nl,nl + l2), and by

So={s+1la:selZ}

the interface points between (nl, nl+12) and (nl+ 12, (n+1)l). Therefore, S = S USs represents
all the interface points in R. For convenience of our analysis, by setting u(t,z) = wui,(t, x)
for t > 0 and z € (nl — l1,nl), u(t,x) = ugp(t,z) for t > 0 and = € (nl,nl + ls), u(t,z) =
Uin(t,27) = ugy(t, ™) for t > 0 and & = nl, and u(t, r) = ugn(t, x7) = Uy(ny1)(t, 27) for t >0
and x = nl + I3, we rewrite the above model (2.6)(2.7) in the following form:

u — d(x)ug, = f(z,u), t>0, zeR\S,
u(t,z”) = wu(t,zb), u.(t,z7) = oug(t,zt), t>0, z €5, (2.9)
uw(t,x”) = wu(t,z?), oug(t,z”) = wuy(t,z"), t>0, z€ Sy,

where the diffusivity d and nonlinearity f are given by

d(x):{dl, z € (nl —ly,nl), f(xas):{fl(s), z € (nl —ly,nl),

(2.10)
da, z € (nl,nl+ 1), fa(s), =€ (nl,nl+ 1),

and the parameter o > 0 is defined as in (2.8). Conditions (2.4) and (2.5) on f; are equivalent
to the following ones:

Vz €R\S, f(z,)) € C'(R), f(z,0)=0,
IM = max(K;,K9) >0, Vz € R\S, Vs > M, f(z,s) <0, (2.11)
Vo e (nl—1,nl), f(z,))=fi, Ve € (nl,nl+1), f(z,:) = fa

and

M are non-increasing in s > 0 in all patches,
. (2.12)

and decreasing in s > 0 in at least one type of patch.

the functions s

From now on, we always assume that (2.11) is satisfied. Throughout this paper, unless otherwise
specified, we always write I for an arbitrary patch in R of either type, i.e., either I = (nl—11,nl)
or [ = (nl,nl+l2).



2.2  Well-posedness of the Cauchy problem (2.9)—(2.10)

Since the patch model considered in this paper is not standard, we shall first establish the well-
posedness of the Cauchy problem (2.9)—(2.10) with hypotheses (2.11) on f and with nonnegative
bounded and continuous initial conditions ug : R — R. Before proceeding with the analysis, we
present here the definition of a classical solution to (2.9)—(2.10).

Definition 2.1. For T € (0,+o0], we say that a continuous function u : [0,T) x R - R is a
classical solution of the Cauchy problem (2.9)—(2.10) in [0,T) x R with an initial condition uy,
if u(0,-) = o, if ul )« € Ctl;f((O,T) x I) for each patch I = (nl —1y,nl) or (nl,nl+13), and
if all identities in (2.9) are satisfied pointwise for 0 <t < T.

Theorem 2.2. Under assumption (2.11), for any nonnegative bounded continuous initial con-
dition ug, there is a nonnegative bounded classical solution u in [0,+00) x R of the Cauchy
problem (2.9)—(2.10) such that, for any T > 0 and any patch I C R,
Hu’[T,+OO)Xj|’Cg;g;2’7([T7+oo)Xf) <,

with a positive constant C depending on 7, l1 2, d12, f12, 0 and |[ul| ooy, and with a universal
positive constant v € (0,1). Moreover, u(t,z) > 0 for all (t,x) € (0,400) x R if up # 0, and
u(t,z) = u(t,x +1) for all (t,x) € [0,+00) X R if up(x) = ug(x +1) for all x € R. Lastly, the
solutions depend monotonically and continuously on the initial data, in the sense that if uy < vy
then the corresponding solutions satisfy u < v in [0,400) X R, and for any T € (0,400) the
map ug — u is continuous from C*(R) N L¥(R) to C([0,T] x R) N L>([0,T] x R) equipped with
the sup norms, where C*(R) denotes the set of nonnegative continuous functions in R.

We remark that the existence and uniqueness of a global bounded periodic classical solution to
such a patch model was considered in [33] for (2.1)—(2.2) with periodic and possibly discontinuous
initial data. By contrast, our result is established for general continuous and bounded initial data.
Moreover, we also discuss the continuous dependence of solutions on intial data and give a priori
estimates, which will play a critical role in the monotone semiflow argument used in the sequel.
The well-posedness proof here can also be adapted to other non-periodic patch problems.

2.3 Existence, uniqueness and attractiveness of a positive periodic steady
state

To investigate the existence and uniqueness of a positive bounded steady state as well as the
large-time behavior of solutions to the Cauchy problem, we first study the following eigenvalue
problem. From [34, 46] (see also Lemma 6.2 below), there exists a principal eigenvalue Ap,
defined as the unique real number such that there exists a unique continuous function ¢ : R — R

with ¢|;f € C°°(I) for each patch I, that satisfies

Lo = —d(x)d" — fs(2,0)d = A\ ¢, x € R\S,
¢(a7) = ¢(a), ¢(27) = od'(z™), x € S,
p(z”) = ¢(a"), o¢'(27) = ¢'(z7™), x € Sy,
¢(x) is periodic, ¢ >0, @] peor) = 1.

(2.13)

By periodic, we mean that ¢(- + 1) = ¢ in R. In the sequel we say that 0 is an unstable steady
state of (2.9) if A\; < 0, otherwise the state 0 is said to be stable (i.e., A\; > 0). These definitions
will be seen to be natural in view of the results we prove here. By applying (2.13) at minimal



and maximal points of the positive continuous periodic function ¢, whether these points be in
patches or on the interfaces, it easily follows that

—f1(0) < A1 < —f£5(0)

(remember that f1(0) > f4(0) without loss of generality). In particular, if \; < 0, then f](0) > 0,
that is, fs(z,0) is necessarily positive (at least) in the favorable patches.

We first state a criterion for the existence of a continuous solution p : R — R (such that
p|; € C?(I) for each patch I) to the elliptic problem:

—d(z)p"(x) — f(z,p(x)) =0, z € R\S,
p(z™) =p(a™), p'(a”) = op/(zt), =z €S8, (2.14)
p(z7) =p(at), op/(z7) =p/(a"), x€S5,.

Theorem 2.3. (i) Assume that 0 is an unstable solution of (2.14) (i.e., A1 < 0) and that f
satisfies (2.11). Then there exists a bounded positive and periodic solution p of (2.14).

(ii) Assume that 0 is a stable solution of (2.14) (i.e., A1 > 0) and that f satisfies (2.11)—
(2.12). Then 0 is the only nonnegative bounded solution of (2.14).

For reaction-diffusion equations that describe population dynamics in general periodically
fragmented landscapes but do not include movement behavior at interfaces, the criteria for
existence (and uniqueness) of the stationary problem in arbitrary dimension can be found in [7].
It turns out that the approach there can be adapted to our periodic patch model with the
additional nonstandard interface conditions.

Let us now provide an insight into the stability of the trivial solution of (2.14). Under certain
reasonable hypotheses on the diffusitivies, the sizes of favorable and unfavorable patches, as well
as the nonlinearities, the principal eigenvalue A; of (2.13) can indeed be negative. For example,
when all patches support population growth, namely f1(0) > 0 and f5(0) > 0, then the zero state
is unstable. When the landscape consists of source and sink patches, i.e., when f1(0) > 0 > f5(0),
the stability of the zero state depends on the relationships between patch size, patch preference,
diffusivity and growth rates. In the case 0 = 1, Shigesada and coworkers derived such a stability
criterion [46]; the case for general o > 0 can be found in [34]. We here derive an even more general
formula, when we only assume that f5(0) < f{(0). To do so, we first observe that the continuous
functions x — ¢(—l1 — z) and = — ¢(la — x) still solve (2.13) as ¢ does, and by uniqueness
we get that ¢(—l1 — x) = ¢(la — x) = ¢(x) for all x € R, hence ¢'(—11/2) = ¢'(l2/2) = 0.
Then, as in [34,46], by solving (2.13) in [—I1/2,0] and in [0, l2/2] with zero derivatives at —I;/2
and ls/2, and by matching the interface conditions at 0, we find that A\; is the smallest root
in [—f1(0), —f5(0)] of the equation:

f1(0) + A\ J10) 4+ A1 Dy A1+ £5(0) AL+ f5(0) 1o
When 0 < f5(0) < f1(0) or when 0 = f5(0) < f1(0) (irrespective of the other parameters), then
the trivial solution of (2.14) is unstable (i.e., Ay < 0). When f5(0) < f1(0) < 0, then A\; > 0.
When f5(0) < 0 < f1(0), we then derive that the trivial solution of (2.14) is stable (A > 0) if

c. _ dy - —d1 f5(0) —f5(0) _ L
h<I$: =2 mtanl o Mtanh( ; ><§> (2.16)



(notice that If > 0), and unstable (A; < 0) if [; > If. The persistence threshold {{ is decreasing
with f{(O) > 0 and increasing with d; and . Passing to the limit s — +o00, we find that

d —dy f5(0
i —Li: =2 ! tan_1<o’ 1f2()>

f1(0) da f1(0)

Therefore, as long as I3 > L§, the trivial solution of (2.14) is unstable (i.e., A < 0), no matter
how large the size of the unfavorable patches is. Similarly, there is a critical rate

2

_&A0) | (
dy 2

(fé(()))c _ s f{(o) % ll)

such that, if 0 > f5(0) > (f5(0))¢, then the trivial solution of (2.14) is unstable (i.e., A\; < 0), no
matter how large the size of the unfavorable patch is.

It also follows from (2.15) that, provided f5(0) # f1(0), the principal eigenvalue A; is in-
creasing with respect to o > 0, that is, A is decreasing with respect to a € (0,1). When
a € (0,1) increases, then the individuals at the interfaces have more propensity to go to patches
of type 1 rather than to patches of type 2. This means that the relative advantage of the more
favorable patches becomes more prominent: \; decreases and the 0 solution has more chances
to become unstable. It is also easy to see that Ay — —f{(0) as ¢ — 0T (that is, as @ — 17),
hence 0 is unstable if a = 1, provided the patches of type 1 support population growth. On the
other hand, A\; — min(d;72/I1? — {(0), —f4(0)) as ¢ — +oo (that is, as a — 0T). Therefore,
if f1(0) > di7?/1%, and even if f5(0) < 0, then 0 is still unstable when « is small (and actually
whatever the value of o € (0, 1) and the other parameters may be).

Next, we state a Liouville type result for problem (2.14).

Theorem 2.4. Assume that f satisfies (2.11)—~(2.12) and that the zero solution of (2.14) is
unstable (i.e., A\; < 0). Then there exists at most one positive and bounded solution p of (2.14).
Furthermore, such a solution p, if any, is periodic and infg p = ming p > 0.

Under the assumptions of Theorem 2.3 (i) and Theorem 2.4, we now look at the global
attractiveness of the unique positive and bounded stationary solution p of (2.14) for the solutions
of the Cauchy problem (2.9)—(2.10).

Theorem 2.5. Assume that f satisfies (2.11)—~(2.12). Let u be the solution of the Cauchy problem
(2.9)-(2.10) with a nonnegative bounded and continuous initial datum uy # 0.

(i) If 0 is an unstable solution of (2.14) (i.e., Ay < 0), then u(t,-)|; — p|f in C*(I) ast — +oo
for each patch I, where p is the unique positive bounded and periodic solution of (2.14) given
by Theorem 2.3 (i) and Theorem 2.4.1

(11) If 0 is a stable solution of (2.14) (i.e., Ay > 0), then u(t, ) — 0 uniformly in R ast — +o0.

2.4 Spreading speeds and pulsating traveling waves

In this subsection, we assume that the zero solution of (2.14) is unstable (i.e., A; < 0) and that f
satisfies (2.11)—(2.12). Let p be the unique positive bounded and periodic solution of (2.14)

! This statement shows that the solution u converges as t — o0 locally uniformly in space to the space-periodic
function p. For a convergence result to time-periodic solutions for time-periodic quasilinear parabolic equations,
we refer to [11].



obtained from Theorem 2.3 (i) and Theorem 2.4. After showing in Theorem 2.5 (i) the attrac-
tiveness of p, we now want to describe the way the positive steady state p invades the whole
domain.

Let C be the space of all bounded and uniformly continuous functions from R to R equipped
with the compact open topology, i.e., we say that u, — u as n — +o0 in C when u,, — u locally
uniformly in R. For uw,v € C, we write u > v when u(z) > v(z) for all z € R, u > v when
u > v and u # v, and u > v when u(x) > v(x) for all z € R. Notice that p € C is periodic and
satisfies p > 0. We define

Cp={velC:0<v<p} (2.17)
Let P be the set of all continuous and periodic functions from R to R equipped with the L*°-norm,
and P* ={ueP:u>0}.

The first result of this section states the existence of a speed of invasion by the state p.

Theorem 2.6. Assume that [ satisfies (2.11)—~(2.12) and that the zero solution of (2.14) is
unstable (i.e., Ay < 0). Then there is an asymptotic spreading speed, ¢* > 0, given explicitly by

c¢* = inf 7_)\@),
>0 U

where \(p) is the principal eigenvalue of the operator
L,(x) = —d()"(2) + 2ud(2) () — (d(2)p® + fulx,0))(x) for z € R\S,
acting on the set

E,={yp e CR): |; € C*(I) for each patch I, v is periodic in R,
(=1t +9)(@7) = o= + ¢](27) forw € S,
ol—pp +¢)(27) = [~ +¢'](a7) for z € Sz},

such that the following statements are valid:

(1) if w is the solution to problem (2.9)—(2.10) with a compactly supported initial condition
ug € Cp, then limy—, oo SUP|g>e u(t, ) = 0 for every ¢ > c*;

(i) if ug € Cp with ug Z 0, then limy, yoo Max|y<q [u(t, ) — p(x)| = 0 for every 0 < c < c*.

It finally turns out that the asymptotic spreading speed ¢* is also related to some speeds of
rightward or leftward periodic (also called pulsating) traveling waves, whose definition is recalled:

Definition 2.7. A bounded continuous solution u : R x R — R of problem (2.9)—(2.10) is called
a periodic rightward traveling wave connecting p(x) to 0 if it has the form u(t,z) = W(x —ct, x),
where ¢ € R and the function W : R x R — R has the properties: for each s € R the map
x +— W(x + s,x) is continuous® and the map x — W (s, ) is periodic, and for each x € R the
map s — W (s, x) is decreasing with W (—oo,x) = p(x) and W (+oo,x) = 0.

Similarly, a bounded continuous solution u : R x R — R of problem (2.9)-(2.10) is called a
periodic leftward traveling wave connecting 0 to p(x) if it has the form u(t,x) = W(x + ct,x),
where ¢ € R and the function W : R x R — R has the properties: for each s € R the map
x — W(x + s,x) is continuous and the map x — W (s,z) is periodic, and for each v € R the
map s — W (s, x) is increasing with W(—oo,z) = 0 and W (400, x) = p(x).

?Notice that the continuity of 2 — W (z + s, z) is automatic if ¢ # 0, since u is assumed to be continuous itself
in R x R.
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The following result shows that the asymptotic spreading speed ¢* given in Theorem 2.6
coincides with minimal speeds of periodic traveling waves in the positive and negative directions.

Theorem 2.8. Assume that the zero solution of (2.14) is unstable (i.e., \y < 0) and that f
satisfies (2.11)—(2.12). Let ¢* be the asymptotic spreading speed given in Theorem 2.6. Then the
following statements are valid:

(i) problem (2.9)—(2.10) has a periodic rightward traveling wave W (x — ct,x) connecting p(x)
to 0, in the sense of Definition 2.7, if and only if ¢ > c*;

(ii) problem (2.9)—(2.10) has a periodic leftward traveling wave W (x+-ct, x) connecting 0 to p(x),
in the sense of Definition 2.7, if and only if ¢ > c*.

Remark 2.9. It is known that for the standard spatially periodic Fisher-KPP problem (1.2)
with N = 1, the variational characterization of minimal speeds in terms of a family of principal
eigenvalues implies that the minimal wave speeds of rightward and leftward pulsating waves are
the same. Theorem 2.8 shows that this property still holds true for our one-dimensional patchy
periodic habitat, with nonstandard movement behavior at interfaces.

Outline of the paper. The rest of the paper is organized as follows. In the next section,
we give the proof of Theorem 2.2 on the well-posedness of the Cauchy probldem (2.9)—(2.10).
Section 4 is devoted to the study of the stationary problem (2.14) and we give the proofs of
Theorems 2.3 and 2.4. In Section 5, we prove Theorem 2.5 on the large-time behavior of the
evolution problem. Finally, Section 6 is devoted to the proofs of Theorems 2.6 and 2.8, based on
the abstract monotone semiflow method developed in [30,31,49]. Lastly, the appendix is devoted
to giving supplementary comparison results concerning finitely many patches, which play an
essential role in the well-posedness argument in Section 3.

3 Well-posedness of the Cauchy problem (2.9)—(2.10): proof of
Theorem 2.2

In this section, we establish the well-posedness of the Cauchy problem (2.9)—(2.10) with nonnega-
tive, bounded and continuous initial data. We first show the existence of classical solutions based
on a semigroup argument and an approximation approach. Then we prove that the solutions
depend monotonically and continuously on the initial data.

3.1 Truncated problem

Fix n € N. We consider the following truncated problem of (2.9)—(2.10) in the finite interval
[—nl,nl], which consists of 4n disjoint patches (see Figure 2):

2
Ot = d18 u1m+f1(u1m), t>0, ze€(ml—1;,ml), m=0,+1,--- ,+(n—1),n,
Ouam, a2'“/2771
T do 922 + fa(uam), t >0, x€(ml,ml +1), m=0,£1,--- ,£(n—1),—n,

together with interface conditions
Ulm(ta xi) = u2m(t7 CEJF), (ulm)x(t7 377) = U(“Qm)x(ty $+)7
t>0, x=ml, m=0,£1,--- ,£(n—1),

u2m(t7 x_) - ul(m+1)(t7$+)7 U(“Qm)$<t7x_) = (ul(m-i-l))di(ta x+)7
t>0, z=ml+1ly, m=0,%£1,--- ,£(n—1),—n,

(3.2)
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and boundary conditions at x = +nl:
urn(t, (—nl) ™) = ug_p)(t, (nl)”) =0, t>0. (3.3)
For consistency of notations, we set

Ly, = (ml —13,ml) forme Jy ={0,£1,....,£(n —1),n},
Iy, = (ml,ml +12) form e Jy ={0,£1,...,£(n — 1), —n}.

We number these 4n patches from left to right by Iy_p), I1(—nt1)s-s 1105 1205+, L2(n—1), L1n, SO

that
[—nl,nl] = ( U E) U ( U E)

JE€N jeJ2

Figure 2: Truncated interval [—nl, nl].

For a solution (ua(_py,...,u1n) of (3.1)~(3.3), we define u : (0,+00) x [-nl,nl] — R such
that, for ¢ > 0,
(t,z) = ulj(t,x) ifx e I; with j € Jy,
(t,x) = UQj(t,l‘) ifx € Igj with j € Jo, (3.4)
u(t,-) is extended by continuity at the interior interfaces and by 0 at £nl.

u
u

We finally set
Co = {p € C([-nl,nl)) : o(—nl) = p(nl) = 0}, (3.5)

equipped with the sup norm.

Definition 3.1. For T € (0, +o0], we say that a continuous function u : [0,T) x [-nl,nl] — R
is a classical solution to the truncated problem (3.1)—(3.4) in [0,T) x [—nl,nl] with an initial
condition ug € Co, if u(0, ) = o, ifu‘(07T)Xj € Ctl;f((O, T) x 1:) for each patch I C [—nl,nl], and
if all identities in (3.1)—(3.4) are satisfied pointwise for 0 <t < T.

Theorem 3.2. Under the assumption (2.11), the Cauchy problem (3.1)—(3.4) with a nonnegative
initial condition ug € Co admits a unique bounded classical solution u : [0, +00) X [—nl,nl] — R.
Furthermore,

0 < u < max (K, Ko, [uo|| oo (—ninp)) i [0, +00) x [—nl,nl]. (3.6)

If 0 < wg < vy in [—nl,nl] with ug,vy in Co, then the solutions u and v with respective initial
conditions ug and vy satisfy uw < v in [0,400) X [—nl, nl].

The uniqueness and comparison properties immediately follow from Proposition A.2 in the
appendix. In what follows, we prove the existence of a bounded classical solution to (3.1)—(3.4),
relying on semigroup theory. To do so, we first introduce some auxiliary spaces and recast the
truncated Cauchy problem into the abstract form:

%—FAU:f(U), t>0,

U(0) = Uy,

(3.7)
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where U = (u2(—n)a"' >u1n)T7 Uo = (u0|(—nl,—nl+lg))"' 7u0|(nl—ll,nl))Ta and A and f(U) are
defined by

—d20z, f2 (UZ(fn))
—d1 0z 1 (ul(fnJrl))
A= and f(U) = : . (3.8)
—dyDyy fa(ug(n—1))

Set
X = LIy py) X - x LP(I1n),

with elements viewed as column vectors. With a slight abuse of notation, X can be identified
with L?(—nl,nl). We then define an inner product in X as follows:

Z/ U115 + z Z/ U2;V25, (3.9)

J€NI JEJ2

which induces the norm U +— ||U|x = +/(U,U)x and makes X a Hilbert space.®> We also
introduce other Hilbert spaces

HY = {(ug(—nys - u1n)T € H (Iy_py) X -+ % Hl(Iln)

Ut () = ugm (), x =ml, =0,£1,...,£(n—1),

U (T) = Uy (1) (T), ©=ml+ lg, m=0,=+1,.. .,:I:(n - 1),-n},
H(l) = {(UQ(—n)7 ..., U0, U205 - - - 7u1n)T € 7_[1 : u2(—n)(_nl> = uln(nl) = 0}7

with elements viewed as column vectors, equipped with the norm

1
HUHH1 = HUHH}) = Z HulJ”Hl (I15) % Z HquHl%fl(Izj)'
YISO j€J2

From the Sobolev embeddings and with a slight abuse of notation, H' and 7—[(1] can be identified
with H(—nl,nl) and Hg(—nl,nl), respectively, and viewed as subsets of C([—nl,nl]) and Co,
respectively, with definition (3.5). Furthermore, in H} the norms HU||7_[(1J and ||U'||x are equiva-
lent, from Poincaré’s inequality. We finally define the Hilbert space

H? = H*(Iy(_p)) % -+ x H*(I1),

with elements viewed as column vectors, equipped with the norm

1
10l = | 32 Tl + 5 Do Nuziliegy,)

Jjen Jj€J2

and the subspace
D(A) = {(u2(n)7 s 7u1n)T S Hz N H(l) N
(uim) (z) = o (u2m)' (x), x=ml, m=0,%1,...,£(n—1), (3.10)

o(uzm) (z) = (uym+1)) (), ©=ml+1l2, m=0,%£1,...,+(n 1), —n}.

5We recall that k > 0 is given in (2.3). In all integrals, we integrate with respect to the one-dimensional
Lebesgue measure.
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From the Sobolev embeddings, the set H? can be viewed as a subset of C* (Iy(_) x - - - X C*(I1y,)
and, with a slight abuse of notation, it can also be identified with the set of ¢ in L?(—nl, nl)
such that ¢|; € H?(I) for each patch I C [—nl,nl]. As for D(A), one has D(A) C H2NH) C X
and, from the Sobolev embeddings, D(A) is a Banach space when endowed with the norm || ||52.
With a slight abuse of notation, D(A) can also be identified with the set of ¢ in Hg(—nl,nl)
such that ¢|; € H?(I) for each patch I C [—nl,nl] and ¢ satisfies the above flux conditions at
the interior interfaces.

The proof of the well-posedness of the Cauchy problem (3.1)—(3.4) is based on the following
auxiliary lemma.

Lemma 3.3. The linear operator A : D(A) C X — X is symmetric maximal monotone, and —A
1s the infinitesimal generator of an analytic semigroup on X.

Proof. For any U = (ug(—p),- - -, u1,)? € D(A), by using (2.8) and the interface and boundary
conditions given in the definition of D(A), we have

AU U X = Z/ dlulj ulj k Z/ d2u2] UQ]

jeN JjEJ2

- Z/ dyuljuy; + k Z/ dyujuin; > BHUHHl = 0,

je1 JjEJ2

(3.11)

where 8 > 0 is a positive constant independent of U € D(A) C H}, given by Poincaré’s inequality.
Therefore, A is monotone. The symmetry of A is also obvious from a similar calculation.

Next, we shall prove that, for every A > 0, the range R(Ax + A) of Al[x + A is equal to X
(Ix denotes the identity operator in X), that is, for any F' € X, there exists U € D(A) such
that AU + AU = F (such a U is then unique from (3.11)). For any F = (fo(_p),-- ., fin)? € X
we consider the following boundary value problem:

_dQU/QI( —n) + )\UQ( n) = f2(fn)7 n (—nl, —nl + 1),
—dyul,, + Miim = fim, n (ml—1Iy,ml), m=0,£1,....,+£(n—1), (3.12)
—doul) 4 Moy = fom, n (ml,ml+1y), m=0,%1,...,4+(n — 1), '
—dlu + )\uln = fln, (nl — ll,nl)
with interface conditions
uim () = uom (), (wim) (7)) = o(u2m) (27),
x=ml, m=0,£1,...,+(n—1),
o 1o+ (3.13)
Uz (T) = U(my1) (), o(u2m) (27) = (Urimy1)) (7)),
x=ml+1ls, m=0,£1,...,+(n—1), —n,
and boundary conditions
Ug(—p)(—nl) = u1n(nl) = 0. (3.14)

Problem (3.12)—(3.14) is first converted into a weak problem, which consists in finding U € H}
such that
a(U, V) = (F,V)x forall V € H, (3.15)

where the bilinear form a is defined in 7-[(1] X ’H(l] by

a(U, V) = Z / (druy vy + Augjory) + Z / (dau;vh; + Augjuaj).
jeai 7 g

14



It is clear that the bilinear form defined in H x H} is continuous and coercive (from Poincaré’s
inequality again). Then, by the Lax-Milgram theorem, problem (3.15) admits a unique solu-
tion U € H{, and we have

U3z < ClIFlx, (3.16)

for some constant C' > 0 only depending on di 2, k, n and l; 2. Furthermore, owing to the
definition of a, the solution U belongs to D(A) and satisfies (3.12)—(3.14). By rewriting the
equations as uj; = (Auj; — fij)/d; for j € J; and i € {1,2}, and taking L?-norms on both
sides, we get [|ug;llz2(r,;) < (1/di) x (Mlwijllzaryy + 1 fisllze(z,))- By (3.16), we finally obtain
the overall H? estimate ||U||y2 < C'||F||x for some constant C’ > 0 only depending on dj o, k,
n, li2 and \. We then conclude that R(Ax + A) = X, that AIx + A is invertible from D(A)
onto X and that (Aly + A)~! is bounded from X onto D(A). In particular, R(Ix + A) = X and
the operator A is maximal monotone. It is then densely defined and closed, and D(A) is also a
Banach space if endowed with the graph norm [|U||p(4) of A.

Lastly, let us show that —A is the infinitesimal generator of an analytic semigroup on X.
First of all, since A is monotone, one has Ajul|x < |[[(Mx +A)u| x for every A > 0 and u € D(A),
hence

1
l(AIx + A)_lHﬁ(X) < X for every A > 0.

Therefore, the Hille-Yosida theorem implies that the operator —A is the infinitesimal generator
of a contraction semigroup on X. On the other hand, by viewing A in the complexified Hilbert
spaces associated with X and H2, one sees from (3.11) and the symmetry of A that the numerical
range S(—A) of —A is included in R and more precisely in an interval (—oo, —4], for some § > 0.
Fix any 0 € (0,7/2) and denote

Yog:={AeC":|arg\| <7 — 0}

Then there is Cp > 0 such that dist(A, S(—A)) > Cy|A| for all A € Xy, where dist(\, S(—A))
represents the distance in C between A and S(—A). We observe that ¥y N p(—A) # 0, since any
A > 0 is in the resolvent set p(—A) of —A from the above analysis. Therefore, [41, Theorem 1.3.9]
then states that ¥y C p(—A) and

1
-1

Since 0 belongs to p(—A) as well, we conclude by [41, Theorem 2.5.2] that —A is the infinitesimal
generator of an analytic semigroup on X. The proof of Lemma 3.3 is thereby complete. O

With Lemma 3.3 in hand, we are now ready to prove Theorem 3.2 on the well-posedness of
the Cauchy problem (3.1)—(3.4).

Proof of Theorem 3.2. The proof is divided into two main steps. The first one assumes an addi-
tional hypothesis on the functions f; in (2.11), and the second one deals with the general case
of f; satisfying (2.11).

Step 1: in addition to (2.11), assume that fi and fo are globally Lipschitz continuous from R
to R. The function f given in (3.8) is then Lipschitz continuous from X to X. Therefore, it
follows from Lemma 3.3 and [53, Theorem 2.5.1| that, for each Uy € X, problem (3.7) has a
unique global mild solution U € C([0, +00), X), satisfying

U(t) = e Uy + / t e~ (=941 (U(s)) ds (3.17)
0
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for all £ > 0. Note that the function ¢ — f(U(t)) belongs to C([0,+00), X) as well. By [32,
Lemma 7.1.1], the integral on the right-hand side of (3.17) belongs to C}} .((0,+00), X) for any
v € (0,1). Since t — e 40y is of class C*°((0, +00), D(A)), we see that U € C}| ((0,+00), X)
for any v € (0,1) and that the function ¢ — f(U(t)) belongs to C;’ ((0,+0o0), X) too for any v €

loc
(0,1). It then follows from [32, Theorem 4.3.1] that U € C}} ((0, +00), D(A))NCEY((0, +00), X)

for any v € (0,1). As a consequence, U is a classical solution of (3.7), with equaificties in X.

Furthermore, by Lemma 3.3 and the fact that 0 € p(A), we can define fractional powers A®
of A. For 0 < 3 <1, A? is a closed operator whose domain D(A?) is dense in X and D(A) —
D(AP) < X continuously. Endowed with the graph norm 1Ullp(asy of AP D(AP) is a Banach
space. Since A is sectorial and inf{Re(\) : A & p(A)} > 0, it follows that A? is invertible
with bounded inverse (A4%)~! € £(X) and that the norm |Ullpcasy is equivalent to | ABU || x
in D(A®). From [43, Lemma 37.8], one has, for each 1/4 < # < 1 and 6 € (0,23 — 1/2), a
continuous embedding D(AP) < Cy N C%°([—nl,nl]).* From now on, we fix € (1/4,1). We
also observe that f : D(A%) — X is globally Lipschitz continuous: indeed, for any U,V € D(A?),
there holds

1F(U) = f(V)lx LU =V]x = L[|(A°)"TAPU — (AP)1 APV ||x
< LI(AP) Y [APU — APV x
< LA Mo lU = Viipas,

for some constant L € [0, +00) independent of U,V € D(A?). Now, for any Uy € D(AP) (C X),
the unique global solution U € C/([0, +00), X)NC}._((0,+00), D(A)) NCL7 (0, +00), X) (for any
v € (0,1)) of (3.7), given in the previous paragraph, also belongs to C([0,+0c0), D(A?)) and
then to C([0, +00),Co N C%([—nl,nl])) for any 6 € (0,23 — 1/2). Since U satisfies (3.17) for all
t > 0, we then get by |24, Theorem 3.5.2] and [43, Lemma 37.8| the existence of some n € (0,1),
6 € (1/4,1) and w € (0,20 — 1/2) such that U € C:>"((0, +00), P(A?)) and

loc

U € C1"((0, +00),Co N CO¥([—nl, nl))).

loc

Since D(A) < D(AP), it follows from the previous two paragraphs that, for any Uy € X, the
solution U € C([0,+00), X) N C((0,4+00),D(A)) N CL((0,+00), X) of (3.7) belongs to

C((0, +00),Co N C¥0([—nl,nl])) N CL((0, +00),Co N CO ([—nl, nl])).

Moreover, if Uy € D(A?), then U € C([0, +00), CoNC*([—nl, nl])). One infers that, for any Uy €
X, the function u defined as in (3.4) (with similar definition at ¢ = 0) is continuous in (0, +00) X
[—nl,nl], vanishes on (0, +00) x {£nl}, is of class C'! with respect to t in (0,+00) x [—nl, nl],
with u and % Hoélder continuous in [7,7'] x [—nl, nl] for every 0 < 7 < 7/ < +00. Therefore, for
each patch I C [—nl,nl] of type i € {1,2} and for each 0 < 7 < 7/ < +o0, the function f;(u)
is Holder continuous in [7,7'] x I, hence equation (3.7) implies that ul; 1157 1 of class C? with

0%ul T o rs . . - . . . .
respect to x and %’]XI is Holder continuous in [7, 7/] x I. In particular, u is a classical solution

of (3.1)~(3.4) for ¢t > 0. Furthermore, if Uy € D(AP), then u is also continuous in [0, +00) x
[—nl, nl].

It remains to show, still in this step 1, that w is bounded and continuous up to t = 0
when ug € Cy. To do so, we first prove a comparison principle for the solutions when the initial
conditions are in X. Take any Vj, Wy € X such that vy < wp almost everywhere in [—nl, nl],

*With a slight abuse of notation, the embedding D(A?) — Co N C*°([—nl,nl]) means that the elements
U = (ua(—nys---,u1n)" of D(A?) have continuous components u;; in each corresponding closed patch I;;, and
that the function equal to each u;; on each closed patch I;; is well defined, continuous in [—nl, nl], vanishes at £nl
and is Holder continuous of exponent ¢ in [—nl, nl], with a sup norm and a Holder norm controlled by ||U||p(4s)-
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with obvious notations for vy and wg. There exist then two sequences (Vp;)jen and (Wo;)jen
in D(A) (C D(AP) C Cp) such that vo; < wg; everywhere in [—nl, nl] (with obvious notations) for
all 7 € N, and Vo; — Vo, Wo; — W in X as j — +oo. For each j € N, with obvious notations,
let v; and w; be the classical solutions of (3.1)-(3.4) with initial conditions vg; and wq;. The
functions v; and w; are continuous in [0, +00) x[—nl, nl], from the previous paragraph. Therefore,
the maximum principle of Proposition A.2 implies that

vj < wj in [0, +00) x [—nl, nl],

for all 7 € N. Since, for each ¢ > 0, the map Uy — U(t) given by (3.17) is continuous (and
even Lipschitz continuous) from X to X by [53, Theorem 2.5.1], one infers that, for each ¢ > 0,
v(t,-) < w(t,-) almost everywhere in (—nl,nl) and then everywhere in [—nl, nl] by continuity.
To sum up,

v <w in [0, +00) X [—nl,nl]. (3.18)

If up € Cy with ug > 0 in [—nl,nl], one can also assume without loss of generality that
0 < uox < |luollpoo(—niniy in [=nl,nl]. Remembering (2.11), the constant functions equal to 0
and max (Kl,KQ, [luol| Loo(,nhnl)) are, respectively, a subsolution and a supersolution, in the
sense of Definition A.1, of the problem (3.1)-(3.4) satisfied by the continuous and classical
solution wg in [0, +00) X [—nl,nl]. The maximum principle of Proposition A.2 then yields 0 <
w, < max (K1, Ko, [[uol| o (—niniy) in [0, +00) x [—nl,ni] for all k € N, hence

0 < u < max (K1, Ko, [uo|| oo (—ninp)) in (0,+00) x [—nl,nl], (3.19)

by passing to the limit as £k — 400 for each ¢ > 0, as in the previous paragraph. Notice
that (3.19) holds as well on {0} x [—nl,nl] by assumption on uy.
Lastly, consider again any ug € Co (C X) in [—nl,nl] and let us show that u is continuous up
to time ¢t = 0. Let ¢ > 0 be arbitrary. Let U, and Uy be two functions in D(A) (C D(A®) C X)
such that
up — e <wuy <wup <uy < ug+e in [—nl,nl

(with obvious notations for the functions u, and g, which can be chosen in C?([—nl,nl]) N Co
with zero derivatives at the interior interfaces) and let u and @ be the two classical solutions
of (3.1)—(3.4) with initial conditions uy and uwp. From the above arguments, the functions u
and @ are continuous in [0, +00) X [-nl,nl], and u < u < @ in [0,400) x [—nl,nl] from (3.18).
Finally, there is g > 0 such that

uw—2e<uyy—e<u<u<u<u+e<uy+ 2 in [0,ty] x [-nl,nl],

from which it follows that the C((0,400) x [—nl, nl]) function w is also continuous up to time
t = 0. It is therefore a bounded classical solution of (3.1)—(3.4) in [0, +00) x [—nl, nl] with initial
condition ug, in the sense of Definition 3.1.

Step 2: the general case of assumption (2.11). Consider a nonnegative initial condition wg
in Cy. Denote K = max (Kl,KQ, HU/O”LOO(_nl,nl)) and, for 1 = 1,2, let fz : R — R be a globally
Lipschitz continuous function of class C'(R) such that ng"[o, &) = filjo,k,) and fi < 0in [K;, 4+00).
From Step 1, there is a unique bounded classical solution u of (3.1)—(3.4) in [0, 4+00) X [—nl,nl]
with initial condition ug, but with the nonlinearities f; instead of fi, and u satisfies (3.19)
in [0,400) x [—nl,nl]. From (3.19) and the choice of f;, the function u is then a bounded
classical solution of the problem (3.1)—(3.4) in [0, +00) X [—nl,nl] with initial condition uy and
with the original nonlinearities f;.

Since the uniqueness and comparison properties in Theorem 3.2 directly follow from Propo-
sition A.2, the proof of Theorem 3.2 is thereby complete. O
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3.2 Proof of Theorem 2.2

We prove the existence of a solution to the problem (2.9)-(2.10) through a truncation and
approximation argument. Set
.l
€ := min ( ) > 0.

T
We first fix a sequence of cut-off functions (6"),en in C(R) such that, for each n € N,
1 ifrxe[-nl—e+ly,nl—1 +¢l,

0 ifx ¢ (—nl,nl). (3:20)

0<¢6<1inR, and §"(z):= {
We can for instance define uniquely 6™ by also assuming that 6™ is affine in [—nl, —nl — € + l3]
and in [nl —1; + ¢, nl].

Let us now take any nonnegative bounded continuous function ug : R — R. For each n € N,
we consider the truncated problem (3.1)—(3.4) on [—nl,nl], with initial condition 6" ug|[—pny-
This problem involves 4n patches still identified by Iy_y), I1(—p+1), - - - » [2(n—1), L1n as before, and
the nonnegative initial condition 0" ug ||, belongs to the space Cy defined in (3.5). Therefore,
by Theorem 3.2, there is a unique bounded classical solution u” of (3.1)-(3.4) in [0, +00) X
[—nl,nl] with initial condition 6™ ug|(_p;ny, and u™ also satisfies (3.6) in [0, +0c0) x [—nl, nl].
Moreover, for every m < n € N, one has

0<u™(0,) = 5mu0|[*ml,ml} < uO‘[*ml,ml] = 5nu0|[*ml,ml} =u"(0,-) in [-nl,ni]
and u"(t,+ml) > 0 for all t > 0 by (3.6), hence

u™m <"

[0,400) X [—ml,ml] n [O¢+OO) X [_mlaml]

by Proposition A.2. As a consequence, for each (¢, z) € [0, +00) X R, the sequence (u"(t,Z))n>|2|/1
is non-decreasing and ranges in [0, K] with
K := max (Kl,KQ, HUQHLoo(R)), (321)
hence the sequence (u"(t,))n>|s converges to a quantity u(t, z) € [0, K], that is,
u"(t,x) = u(t,z) € [0, K] asn — +oo. (3.22)

Notice also that, if ug # 0, then u™(0,-) >% 0 in [—nl, nl] for all n large enough, hence
u™ > 0in (0,+00) x (—nl,nl) for all n large enough by Proposition A.2, and finally u(¢,z) > 0
for all (t,r) € (0,4+00) x R because the sequence (u"(t,z)),>|5, is non-decreasing for each
(t,x) € [0,+00) x R.

In order to show that w is a classical solution of (2.9)—(2.10), we need further differential
estimates on the sequence (u™),en. Consider any 0 < 7 < 7/ < 400 and any patch I C R. Let
us assume that I is of type 1, that is, I = I, = (ml — I3, ml) for some m € Z (the case of
a patch I of type 2 can be dealt with similarly). Let us fix an arbitrary v € (0,1/2), say for

instance v = 1/4. Since the solutions u™ (for n > |m| + 1) of (3.1)—(3.4) are uniformly bounded
in [0, +00) x [—(|m| + 1)L, (|m| + 1){], it follows from standard interior parabolic estimates that

sup |[u"(;ml =l = €)llcrv (fr/a400) + SUp U (- ml 4 )|l orr((r/2,400)) < Co,
n>|m|+1 n>|ml+1

for some positive constant Cy only depending on 7, l; 2, dg2, fo and K given in (3.21), hence
on 7, lia, d2, f1,2 and |Jugl|feo(r). Consider then two C*([ml —l; — &, ml + ¢]) functions g :
[ml —1y —e,ml+¢] = [0,1] and h: [ml — 1y — e, ml + €] — [0, 1] such that

gml—1; —e)=h(ml+¢) =0,

gml+e)=h(ml—1; —¢) =1,

g (ml—11) =h(ml—1;) =g (ml) =h'(ml) =0.
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They can be chosen so that their C3([ml — I3 — &, ml + ¢]) norms only depend on l1 5. Consider
now, for each n > |m| + 1, the function @" defined in [7/2,4+00) x [ml —l; — &, ml + €] by

a"(t,x) =u"(t,x) — h(x)u"(t,ml — 1 —e) — g(x)u"(t,ml +¢). (3.23)

Each such function 4" is continuous in [7/2,400) x [ml — l; — e, ml + €] and has restrictions of
class Ctlﬁ in [7/2,+00) X [ml — 11 —e,ml — 1], in [7/2,4+00) x [ml — 1, ml] = [7/2,+00) x I and
in [7/2,+00) x [ml, ml + €]. Furthermore, from (3.1)—(3.4) and (3.23), one has

ou" oun

2T g 4 fn " > 7/9 1l — _

o da 52 + f3(t,x,a" (¢, z)), t>7/2, € (ml—11 —e,ml—1y),
ou" o*un -

- - n L > _

5 dy 922 + fi(t,z,a"(t, z)), t>71/2, x e (ml—1i,ml),

ou" o*um n

ﬁ:d2m+f2 (t,z, u"(t, x)), t=7/2, x € (ml,ml+e),

ar(t,ml— 1 —e) =a"(t,ml+¢e) =0, t>71/2,
an(t, (ml—h)") =a"(t,(ml—h)*), t=r1/2
o (t, (ml —1,)7) = a(t, (ml —1))T), t>7/2,

a"(t, (ml)~) = a"(t, (ml)™*), t>1/2,
(g (t, (ml) ™) = oty (t, (ml) ™), t>1/2,
with ~
iz, s) = fi(s+ h(z)u™(t,ml — 1l —€) + g(a)u™(t,ml +¢€))

— h(z)u}(t,ml — 1y —e) — g(z)up(t,ml +¢)
+d; ) (z)u"(t,ml — 1) — e) + dig" (x)u™(t, ml + ¢).

In other words, each function @” solves a truncated problem similar to (3.1)—(3.4), but this time
on the interval [mil — I} — e, ml + &] (with only three patches) and with nonlinearities f7(t, , s)
which are still of class C1 with respect to s, with partial derivates equal to f! (8 + h(x)u™(t,ml —
li — &) + g(z)u™(t,ml + €)), and are now Hélder continuous of any exponent v with respect
to (t,z) € [7/2,4+00) X [ml — l; — &, ml + €] uniformly with respect to s and n. Remember that
7' > 7, hence 7' —7/2 > 7/2. Since the sequence (4" (7' —7/2,))p>|m|+1 is bounded in particular
in L?(ml — Iy — e,ml + €), it then follows with similar notations and arguments as in the proof
of Theorem 3.2 that there is a universal constant v € (0, 1) such that the sequence

<ﬂn(7-/ - 7—/4? ')|(ml—l1—s,ml—l1)aﬂn(7/ - 7—/47 ')|(ml—l1,ml)aﬂn(7-/ - 7—/4a ')|(ml,ml+€))n2‘m‘+l
is bounded in the set D(A) (defined as in (3.10), but with now only three patches) and the
sequences (4" )p>(m(+1 and (47),>[mj41 are bounded in CY([r', 7" + 1] x [ml — I — ,ml + €]),
with bounds depending only on sup,> |1 [18"(7" = 7/2, )| L2 (mi—t;—e;mite)s T> 11,2, di2, f12
and o, hence only on 7, l12, d12, fi2, 0 and |ug|[z ) (notice that these bounds are inde-
pendent of 7/ € [r,400)). Owing to the definitions of f* and @", one infers that the sequence
(fP (- an (., )))n>jm|+1 is bounded in CV([7', 7" + 1] x [ml — I1 — ,ml + ¢€]), hence so is the
sequence

25 2~ 2~
(8 un|[T’,T’Jrl]X[mlfllfs,mlflﬂ 0 un|[7’,7’+1]><[mlfl1,ml} 0 un|[7’,7"+1]><[ml,ml+s])
Ox? ’ Ox? ’ Ox? n>|ml|+1

in CV([r', 7' +1] x [ml—1l1 —e,ml—11]) x CV([7", 7'+ 1] x [ml =11, ml]) x CY([7", 7'+ 1] x [ml, mi+e]),
with bounds depending only on 7, l1 2, d1 2, f1,2, 0 and [[ug|| Lo (r). Finally, using (3.23) again, the
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sequence (u”|(- 11 1]x[)n>m+1 18 bounded in 0;2;277([7/7 7'+ 1] x I), and, since the bound does
not depend on 7' € [7,+00), the sequence (u"|[; 4 0)x7)n>m+1 is bounded in C’tl;g;Z’V([T, +o00) x 1)
by a constant depending only on 7, l1 2, d12, f1,2, 0 and [Jug|| e (r)-

From the Arzela-Ascoli theorem and the uniqueness of the limit w in (3.22), it follows that
u™ — uasn — 400 in C’tl;f([ﬁ, 7] x I) for every 0 < 71 < 79 and every patch I C R, hence u is
a bounded classical solution of (2.9)—(2.10) in (0,400) x R. Furthermore, for every 7 > 0 and
every patch I C R, there holds

Hu’[-r,+oo)><f||ct1;g‘=2ﬁ([7-7+oo)><j) <C,
for some constant C' only depending on 7, l12, d12, fi,2, 0 and H'LLOHLOO(R).

Next, we shall prove the continuity of the function u up to time ¢ = 0. Fix any zg € R,
R > 0, and n > 0. With K = max (K1, Ko, ||ug||r)) as in (3.21), one can choose two
nonnegative functions u, and g in C?(R) N L>°(R) such that both u, and K — g are supported
in [rg — 2R, zo + 2R], and such that

0 <uy(z) <up(z) <up(x) < K forall z € [xg — 2R, x9 + 2R], (3.24)

and
up(z) —n < uy(z) <up(zr) <auo(x) <wup(z)+n foral z € [zg— R, z0+ R). (3.25)

These functions u, and g can also be chosen so that their derivatives vanish at all interface points
in [z9—2R, z9+2R]. There are then B > 0 large enough and ¢, > 0 small enough such that Bty <
1 and the Ctl;f([(), +00) xR) functions (¢, z) — uy(x)—Bt and (¢, z) — o(x)+ Bt are, respectively,
a sub- and a supersolution of truncated problem (3.1)-(3.4) for (¢,x) € [0, o] x [-nl,nl] and for
any n € N large enough so that [xo—2R, zo+2R] C [—nl,nl] and §"up = ug in [x0—2R, 20+ 2R],
where 6™ is the cut-off function defined in (3.20). Remembering (3.24), the inequality (3.6)
satisfied by u" and the fact that u, and K — %y are supported in [xg — 2R, xo + 2R] (hence,
ug(£nl) — Bt <0 < K <up(xnl) + Bt for all t > 0), it follows from Proposition A.2 that

ug(r) — Bt < u"(t,z) <Tp(x) + Bt for all (t,x) € [0,to] x [—nl,nl]

and for all n large enough. By passing to the limit n — +oo for any (¢,z) € (0,to] x R, one gets
that

ug(x) — Bt <wu(t,x) <up(x) + Bt for all (t,x) € (0,t0] x R.

Together with (3.25), there is then ¢; > 0 such that |u(t,z) — ug(z)| < 27 for all (t,z) €
(0,t1] x [xg — R, o + R]. Finally, since n > 0 was arbitrary, this shows that u is continuous up
to time ¢t = 0, and that u(t,-) — g locally uniformly as t — 0. To sum up, u is a nonnegative
bounded classical solution of (2.9)—(2.10) in [0, +00) x R with initial condition ug, in the sense
of Definition 2.1.

We point out that the definition of the solution u does not depend on the choice of the
sequence of cut-off functions (6"),en given in (3.20). So, let (8"),en be another such sequence,
and, for each n € N, let 4" be the unique bounded classical solution of (3.1)—(3.4) with ini-
tial condition 5”u0|[,nlml]. As above, the sequence (4"),en converges monotonically pointwise
in [0,400) X R to a nonnegative bounded classical solution @ of (2.9)—(2.10) in [0,+00) x R.
Furthermore, for every n € N, one has

w0, ) = 6™ [~ n < Ul nt ) = 0" U0l np = @O, ) mppny 0 [~ ).
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Since 4" *! is nonnegative in [0, +00) x [~(n+1)l, (n+1)!] and in particular on [0, +00) x {£nl},
Proposition A.2 implies that u” < @"*! in [0,+00) x [-nl,nl]. The passage to the limit as
n — +oo pointwise in [0,4+00) X R yields u < 4 in [0,+00) x R. The reverse inequality also
holds similarly, hence u = @ in [0, +00) x R.

Consider now the case where ug is periodic, that is, ug(z) = ug(x + 1) for all x € R. With

the same notations as above, for every n € N, one has
u™(0,2) = 6™ (z)ug(z) < "2 (x + Dug(x +1) = w20,z + 1) for all x € [—nl,nl].

Since u"*2(t,—nl + 1) > 0 and u"*2?(t,nl +1) > 0 for all t > 0, Proposition A.2 implies
that u"(t,z) < u"*2(t,x + 1) for all (t,z) € [0,4+00) x [-nl,nl], hence u(t,r) < u(t,z + 1)
for all (t,z) € [0,400) x R. The reverse inequality can be proved similarly. Therefore,

u(t,z) = u(t,z+1) for all (t,z) € [0,400) x R.

Let us then show a comparison principle for the solutions constructed above. Consider any
two nonnegative bounded continuous functions ug and vy such that

0 <wup <vginR.

For each n € N, let v and v" be the unique bounded classical solution of (3.1)—(3.4) with
respective initial conditions 6" ug|[_p;ny and 6™ vo|(—piny- The sequences (u")pen and (V" )nen
converge monotonically pointwise in [0, +00) X R to nonnegative bounded classical solutions u
and v of (2.9)—(2.10) in [0, +00) x R. Since for each n € N, one has v"(0,-) < v™(0,-) in [—nl, nl],
Proposition A.2 yields v™ < v™ in [0, 4+00) x [—nl,nl], hence

u<win [0,4+00) x R

at the limit n — +o0.

Finally, let us show the local-in-time continuous dependence of the solutions u with respect
to the initial condition. We actually show more, that is, for each 7' > 0, the map ug — u is
Lipschitz continuous from C*(R) N L>®(R) to C([0,T] x R) N L>([0,T] x R) equipped with the
sup norms. Consider two functions ug, vg in CT(R) N L>°(R), and denote

Uy = max (O,UO — Huo — ’U(]HLOC(]R)) and g = ug + Huo — ’U()HLOO(]R).

Then, u, and g are in C(R) N L®(R), and 0 < uy < min(ug,v) < max(ug,vg) < Up in R,
with [[uo — ugllpeer) < 2|luo — vollpeo(r). For each n € N, let u”, v", u" and u" be the
unique bounded classical solutions of (3.1)-(3.4) with respective initial conditions 6" uo|[{—pni i,
8" 00 [—nint)s 0" Uol[—niny and 0™ Uo|[—py g, With the cut-off function 6™ given in (3.20). The se-
quences (u")neN, (V" )nen, (W )nen and (T"),en converge monotonically pointwise in [0, +00) x R
to some nonnegative bounded classical solutions u, v, u and @ of (2.9)—(2.10) in [0, 400) X R,
with respective initial conditions ug, vg, uy and %y. Now, for each n € N, one has

0 <u"(0,") = (5"@0“,”1,”[]

< min(5nu0|[fnl,nl]a 5nU0’[fnl,nl}) < max(énuo‘[fnl,nl}’ 5n7}0|[fnl,nl])
< 5nﬂ0’[—nl,nl} :ﬂn(o’ ) Sﬂon—nl,nl] < ||HOHL°°(]R)

in [—nl,nl] and [[@"(0, ) —u"™ (0, )| oo ((—nt,n) < 2[[1o —vol| oo (r). From the previous paragraphs,
one has

0 <u" < min(u”,v") < max(u",v") <u" < K := max (K1, Ko, HHOHLO"(R)) (3.26)



in [0, +00) x [—nl, nl]. The function w™ := " — u" is continuous and nonnegative in [0, +00) X
[—nl,nl] and its restriction to (0,+00) x I, for a patch I of type i € {1,2} included in (—nl,nl),
is of class C’tl;f((o, +00) x I) and satisfies

ow™ 92w™ 2w
8t 0 ax2 + fl(u (t,.’B)) fl(ﬂ (t,l‘)) = dz 81'2 + Lw m (0, —|—OO) X I)

with L := max (Hf{HLOO([o,F} ) HfﬁHLoo([o,F])) € [0,+00). Furthermore, the function w" satisfies
the interface conditions (3.2) and it vanishes on [0, +00) x {£nl}. On the other hand, the
nonnegative C*°([0, +00) x [—nl,nl] function (t,z) — W(t,z) := 2||ug — vo| @)™ satisfies
the interface conditions (since it is independent of x) in (3.2) and %—? = Lw = dig% + Lw
in [0,400) x I, for each patch I of type ¢ € {1,2}. Lastly,

0 <w"(0,-) =u"(0,-) —u"(0,-) < 2|lup — vollpeo(ry = W(0,-) in [=nl,nl].

Proposition A.2 then implies that 0 < @"(t,z) — u"(t,x) = w"(t,z) < w(t,x) for all (t,x) €
[0,4+00) x [—nl,nl]. By passing to the limit as n — +oo pointwise in [0,+00) X R, one gets
that 0 < w(t,z) — u(t,z) < 2||ug — ’UOHLO@(R)@Lt, while 0 < w < min(u,v) < max(u,v) < u
in [0, +00) x R by (3.26). As a conclusion,

lu(t,z) —v(t,x)| < 2||ug — ’UOHLOO(R)GLt for all (t,z) € [0,400) X R, (3.27)

which yields the Lipschitz continuity of the map ug — u from CT(R) N L>®(R) to C([0,T] x
R) N L*([0,T] x R) equipped with the sup norms, for each "> 0. As a conclusion, the proof of
Theorem 2.2 is complete. O

4 Existence and uniqueness of a stationary solution

In this section, we focus on the stationary problem (2.14). In Section 4.1, we show Theorem 2.3
on the existence and non-existence of a positive periodic bounded solution of (2.14). Section 4.2
is devoted to the proof of Theorem 2.4 on the uniqueness of such a solution.

4.1 Existence of solutions: proof of Theorem 2.3

(i) Assume that (2.11) is fulfilled and that 0 is an unstable solution of (2.14), that is, A\; < 0,
where A; is the principal eigenvalue of the eigenvalue problem (2.13), associated with the principal
eigenfunction ¢. Since f(x,-)|r = fi is of class C'(R) for each x € R\ S belonging to a patch I
of type i € {1,2}, there exists ko > 0 small enough such that, for all 0 < k < kg,

f(z,kp(x)) > ko(x) fs(2,0) + %nqb(x) for all x € R\ S,

hence k¢ then satisfies

A
2

for all z € R\ S, as well as the interface conditions in (2.14). With M > 0 as in (2.11), we can
then fix k € (0, ko] so that k¢ < M in R. Now, for each n € N, let «™ be the unique bounded
classical solution of (3.1)—(3.4) with initial condition u"(0,-) = Md"||_y g, with the cut-off
function 0" given in (3.20). From the proof of Theorem 2.2, the sequence (u"),ecN converges
monotonically pointwise in [0, +00) X R to a nonnegative bounded classical solution u of (2.9)—
(2.10) in [0, 4+00) xR, with initial condition M, and u(t, z) = u(t, z+1) for all (¢,x) € [0, +00) xR.

— d(2)s¢ (z) — f(z, k¢(x)) < —d(x)rd" (2) — K(x) fs(x,0) — %mj)(:z) = 5 rp(r) <0 (4.1)
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Furthermore, by (2.11), the constant M is a supersolution of (3.1)—(3.4) in [0, +00) x [—nl,nl]
for each n € N, in the sense of Definition A.1. Proposition A.2 implies that

u"(t,x) < M forallt >0 and = € [—nl,nl].

In particular, for each h > 0 and n € N, one has u"(h,z) < M = u""(0,z) for all € [—nl, nl],
together with u”(t + h, £nl) = 0 < u™*1(t,£nl) for all t > 0. Hence u™(t + h,z) < u"*1(t,z)
for all t > 0 and x € [—nl,nl], by Proposition A.2 again. Therefore,

u(t+ h,x) <wu(t,x) for all (t,z) € [0,400) X R,

by passing to the limit as n — +o00. In other words, the nonnegative continuous function w is
non-increasing in ¢, and, together with the periodicity in space and the Schauder estimates of
Theorem 2.2, there is a continuous periodic solution p : R — [0, M] of (2.14) such that u(t,-) — p
uniformly in R as t — 400, and u(t,-)|; — pl; in C?(I) for each patch I C R. Finally, since
the periodic continuous function k¢ has restrictions of class C?(I) for each patch I C R and
satisfies (4.1) and the interface conditions in (2.14) (it is a subsolution of this problem), and
since k¢ < M = u(0,-) in R, a similar comparison result as in Proposition A.2 (but adapted
here to the case of spatially periodic super- and subsolutions) yields k¢(z) < u(t,z) for all t > 0
and z € R, hence k¢(z) < p(z) for all z € R at the limit £ — +o0o0. As a conclusion, there
exists a positive and periodic continuous solution p of (2.14) satisfying k¢ < p < M in R, that
is, Theorem 2.3 (i) is proved.

(ii) Next, in addition to (2.11), we assume that (2.12) holds, that p is a nonnegative bounded
continuous solution to the elliptic problem (2.14), and that 0 is a stable solution of (2.14),
that is, A\; > 0. Let ¢ be the unique positive solution of (2.13). In (2.12), let us assume that
s +— fi1(s)/s is decreasing with respect to s > 0 (the case when s — fa(s)/s is decreasing with
respect to s > 0 can be handled similarly). We infer that, for every v > 0,

f(@,70(x) = filve(2)) < fi(0)7¢(2) = f(z,0)7¢(2) for all z € (nl — Iy, nl) and n € Z,

while
f(,v9(x)) = f2(79(x)) < f2(0)vd(z) = fs(x,0)yp(x) for all z € (nl,nl +12) and n € Z.
Hence, for all v > 0,

{—dm”(a:)—fl(w(x)) > —d1y¢" (z)— f1(0)yd(x) = Myd(z) > 0, z€ (nl—1y,nl),

()~ Fa(19(2)) > —dzyd" (@)~ f4(O116(@) = Md(a) > 0, we (nlynitly). D)

Since ¢ is bounded from below by a positive constant (because it is positive, periodic and
continuous), and since p is bounded, one can define

v =inf {y>0,7¢ >p in R} € [0,+00).

Our goal is to show that v* = 0. Assume by way of contradiction that v* > 0, and set z := v*¢p—p.
Then z > 0 in R and there exists a sequence (T, )men in R such that z(z,,) — 0 as m — +o0.
Moreover, z satisfies

—d12"(z) — b(x)z(x) > 0, z € (nl —11,nl),

—do2"(x) — b(x)z(x) > 0, x € (nl,nl + l2),

2(z7) = z(ah), (7)) =0 (zT), x=nl, (4.3)
z(z7) = z(a), o (x7) =2 (z), x=nl+l,



for some bounded function b defined in R\ S.

Assume at first that up to a subsequence, z,,, - Z € R as m — +o0o. By continuity of ¢
and p, one has z(z) = 0. We distinguish two cases. Assume first that z € R\S. It is easily seen
from the strong elliptic maximum principle and the Hopf lemma, applied by induction from one
patch to an adjacent one, that z = 0 in R. This is a contradiction with the strict inequality in
the first line of (4.3). Thus, z > 0 in R\S and Z € S, hence the Hopf lemma yields 2/(z7) < 0
and 2/(z7) > 0, contradicting the interface condition in (4.3).

In the general case, let Z,, € (—l1,l2] be such that x,, — Z,, € [Z. Then up to some
subsequence, one can assume that there is Zoo € [—l1, 2] such that Z,, — T, as m — +oo. Set
Zm = YV Om—pm = YV d—Pm, where ¢ () 1= d(T+2Tm—Tm) = ¢(x) and pp(2) := p(T+Tim—Tpm).
Since d(x) and f(z, ) are periodic in x, one then infers from (2.14) and (4.2) that each function z,,

satisfies
—dy 2l () — fi(v*o(x)) + fr(pm(x)) > 0, z € (nl—1i,nl),
—dazy, (z) — f2(v'6(2)) + fa(pm(2)) 20, z € (nd,nl +12),
am(27) = 2m ("), 2z, (27) = 1,71(w+)7 x = nl,

zm(x_) zm(z™), ozl (x7) =2l (), x =nl+ls.

From standard elliptic estimates, it follows that up to some subsequence, the sequences (pp,)men
and (zm,)men converge as m — 400 to some functions ps, and 2z locally uniformly in R, and
in C?(I) for each patch I C R, with 2o, = 7*¢ — poo and

—d125(x) = 1(V* (@) + fi(peo()) 20,z € (nl =11, nl),

oL () ~ PA7"000) + Flpel) 2 0, € (ndnl + ), )
Z00(77) = 200 (aF), 2o(27) = 025,(aT),  w=nl,

2o0(T7) = 200 (xT), 02l (27) = 2L (zT), x =nl+ls.

Moreover, zo > 0 in R, zo0(Zoo) = 0, and the first inequality in (4.4) is actually strict from the
strict sign in the first line of (4.2) applied with v* > 0, and from the periodicity of ¢. From
similar lines as above, one reaches a contradiction by using the strong elliptic maximum principle
and the Hopf lemma together with the interface conditions in (4.4).

Consequently, v* = 0, whence p = 0. This completes the proof of Theorem 2.3. O

4.2 Uniqueness of solutions: proof of Theorem 2.4

In order to prove the uniqueness of the positive stationary solution, we show the following crucial
property.

Proposition 4.1. Assume (2.11) and that 0 is an unstable solution of (2.14) (i.e., A1 < 0).
Let p be a bounded nonnegative continuous solution of the stationary problem (2.14). Then,
either p=0 in R, or infgp > 0.

Note that Proposition 4.1 also holds in particular in the class of periodic solutions. However,
we look in Theorem 2.4 at the uniqueness within a more general class of functions which are
not assumed to be a priori periodic. Proposition 4.1, which implies that any positive solution
of (2.14) is in fact bounded from below by a positive constant, will be the essence in proving
uniqueness under the additional assumption (2.12).

We prove Proposition 4.1 via a series of lemmas. First of all, for any R > 0 and y € R, we
claim that there exists a unique real number (principal eigenvalue) A% and a unique nonnegative
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continuous and piecewise smooth function (principal eigenfunction) ¢% in [~ R, R] satisfying

—d(z +y)(pR)"(x) = fs(x +y,0)pR(x) = MNaph(z), 2 (=R, R)\(S—y),
Oh(x7) = @h(xT), (f)(x7) =a(e}) (=), r=nl—-yec(-R,R), (4.5)
Ph(x™) = h(a™), a(ph) () = () (zh), r=nl+ly—y€ (-R,R),

©% >0in (=R, R), 9%(£R) =0, ||¢%llr-rr) = 1.

We sketch the proof below. For convenience, we denote by J; and K, the finitely many
shifted (by —y) patches of type 1 and of type 2 in (—R, R) so that

(~R, R)\ (UJ)u<UK)

The functions d(- + y) and fs(- + y,0) are now constant in each patch Js or K,. Consider the
Hilbert space H = H}(—R, R) and the Banach space

G ={ue C([=R,R)) : uly- € C"(Ty), ulg € CY(K;), u(+R) = 0},

equipped with the norms

1
\/Z a3y + D2 7l
— Z/ (u/’2+u2)+21/ (,u/,2+u2) > min <1 i)”“” N
S Js T k K’r B 7 \/E H (_R7R),
1
lulle =Y llulloray + Y 2 luller .

2

[l

Set
A :=max (f1(0), f5(0)) + 1. (4.6)

For g € G, let us solve the following problem

—d(- +y)u" — fo(- +y,0)u+ Au = g, in (=R, R)\(S — ),

w(z™) =u(z™), u(x7)=ocu(z"), x=nl—y € (—R,R), (47)
wz™) =wu(zh), ou'(z7) =/ (zT), x=nl+ly—y € (—R,R), .
u(£R) =
first in the weak sense: that is, we look for a solution u € H such that
B(u,z) = (g,z) forall z € H, (4.8)

where the bilinear form B is defined by

(u, 2) Z/S (diu/z" + (A = f1(0)uz +Z / (dou/z" + (A = f5(0))uz), (4.9)

and

z)—zs:/Jng—i-zT:;/Krgz.
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Clearly, the map z +— (g, z) is continuous in H, and B is continuous in H x H. Moreover, it is
easily seen that, for any u € H,

(u,u) Z/gdl A RO+ 3 b (@00 = o)

> min (dy, da, 1) ||ullF,

whence B is coercive. The Lax-Milgram theorem yields the existence of a unique u € H (hence, u
is continuous in [— R, R|, by identifying u with its unique continuous representative, and u(£R) =
0) satisfying (4.8), and ||ul| g1 (g r) < C1llgllz2(—r,R) for a positive constant C7 only depending
on di 2 and k. Thus,
max lul < Callgllz2(-r,r) < Csllglle
for some positive constants C' and C3 only depending on dj 2, k, and R. Furthermore, owing
to the definitions of B in (4.9) and of ¢ in (2.8), the function w has restrictions in Z belonging
to H?(T) for each patch T of the type J, or K, in (—R, R)\(S—y) and u satisfies the equations and
the interface conditions in (4.7). In particular, —d;u” +(A— f/(0))u = g in L?(Z) for each patch Z
of the type Js or K, in (=R, R)\(S —y), hence maxze(, 1,)uu, k) ||u|I 227y < Cullgll2(—r,R)
for a positive constant Cy only depending on dy 2, k and f] 5(0), and then u|Z in C%(Z) and
/!

L (max|ulz"]) < Cslglle
for a positive constant C5 only depending on dj 2, k, R and f{72(0). Notice in particular that u
then belongs to G. Using again the equations satisfied by u and the fact that u necessarily has
an interior critical (with vanishing derivative) point in (—R, R) thanks to (4.7), it follows that
MAXTe (U, J,)u(Ur kK,) (maxy lul7]) < Collgll2(=r,r) < C7llgllc for some positive constants Cg and
C7 only depending on d; 2, k, R and f{72( ), and finally that u|7 € C3(Z) for each patch T of the
type Js or K, in (=R, R)\(S — y) and

ma. ul= _ < C
IE(USJS)U)iuTKT)” zlles@) < Csldlle

for a positive constant Cg only depending on d; 2, k, R and f{}Q(O)

The mapping T: g € G+ Tg := u € G is obviously linear. The previous estimates and the
Arzela-Ascoli theorem yield the compactness of T. Let now K be the cone K = {u € G : u >
0 in [-R, R]}. Its interior K is not empty, and K N (—K) = {0}. We claim that, if g € K£\{0},
then u € K. Indeed, by using z := v~ = max(—u,0) € H in (4.8) one has

=3 @0 = RO ) = 2 [ () (8 SO) ) =) 20

hence u~ = 0, that is, v > 0 in [—R, R]. By finitely many applications of the strong elliptic
maximum principle and the Hopf lemma, together with the fact that g > 0, one concludes
that u > 0 in (=R, R) and that v/(—R) > 0 and «/(R) < 0. Therefore, T(K\{0}) C K
From the Krein-Rutman theory, there exists a unique positive real number 5\% and a unique
function oY% € K such that \Y 5T = oY and, say, [|@% | e (—r,r) = 1. Hence, Y% is continuous
n [~R, R], of class C3(Z) (and then C*°(Z) by induction) for each patch Z of the type Js or K
n(—R,R)N (S —y), and

—d(z +y)(¢%)"(x) = fo(z +y,0)0%(x) + Apl(z) = Npph(x), =€ (—R,R)\(S —y),
Pra™) = pR(a™), (pR)(x7) =a(pR) (=), z=nl—-yé€(—R,R),
Pr(a™) = pR(a™), a(er) (z7) = (¢}) (™), z=nl+l—y € (—R,R),
¢r >0in (=R, R), pR(£R) =0, ||9%ll~-rr) = 1.
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Therefore, A\, = 5\% —A > —-A = —max (f{( ), f5(0)) — 1 is the first eigenvalue of (4.5)
associated with a unique continuous function ¢% in [—R, R] that is positive in (=R, R) and of
class C*°(Z) for each patch Z of the type Js or K in (—R,R) N (S — y). Furthermore, for
each R > 0, the interval (—R, R) contains at least a patch Z of the type Jg or K of length larger
than or equal to £ := min(ly, l2, R), hence A% < max(—f{(0)+di7? /%, — f5(0) +dan? /%) from
the positivity of 90‘1;% in Z. As a consequence, for each R > 0, there is a constant Np such that

AL |+ |AY,| < Ng for every R > R and y € R.

Since both )\ZI/% and go% are unique, the aforementioned estimates and compactness arguments
imply that, for each R > 0, the maps y — A% and y — ¢¥% are continuous in R (the continuity
of y — go% is understood in the sense of the uniform topology in [—R, R]). Note also that since d
and f are periodic in z, it follows that )\% and gp?j{ are periodic with respect to y as well.

Similarly, for each y € R, there exists a unique principal eigenvalue AY and a unique principal
eigenfunction ¢ of the periodic problem

—d(z +y)(¢")"(x) = fo(x +y,0)¢Y(x) = W¢¥(x),  zeR\(S—y),

o) e, (B o r=nl-y, 0
¢¥(z7) = ¢¥(x ™), o(¢¥)(a7) = (¢V)'(a™), z=nl+l—y,

@Y is periodic, ¢¥ >0 in R, [|¢[|zeom) = 1,

where ¢¥ is continuous in R and ¢Y|7 is of class C*°(Z) for each shifted patch Z C R\ (S — y).
First of all, it is straightforward to observe:

Lemma 4.2. The principal eigenvalue \Y of (4.10) does not depend on y, that is, \¥ = A\ = \;
for all y € R, where \1 is the principal eigenvalue of the eigenvalue problem (2.13).

Proof. Setting ¢(z) := ¢¥(x — y) for x € R, the function ¢ satisfies

—d(z)¢"(x) — fs(z,0)p(z) = Né(x), z € R\S,
o) =o(xh), ¢(x7)=o0d(at), x = nl,
p(x7) = @(at), o/ (x7) = ¢'(x7), x=nl+ls,
¢ is periodic, ¢ > 0 in R, [|¢|| oo (r) = 1.

By uniqueness of the principal eigenvalue, one then has AV = A% = ). O

The second lemma provides a comparison between X’j’% and Aq.
Lemma 4.3. For ally € R and R > 0, one has )\% > A1,

Proof. Fix any y € R and R > 0, and assume by way of contradiction that )\‘}JDL < A1. Notice that
the continuous function oY% satisfies

—d(z+y)(pR)" — fs(x+y,0)pr—Mpr =g )pg,  in (=R, R)\(S —y),
Pr(x™) = pRz™), (pp)(z~ ) = a(pR) (z), z=nl-yée(-R,R),
Pr(a™) = pR(a™), alpR) (x7) = (¢R) (x™), z=nl+ly—y€(-RR),
s >0in (=R, R), ¢h(£R)=0, [¢hllre—rr) =1

while the continuous solution ¢¥ = ¢(- + y) of (4.10) satisfies

—d(z +y)(8¥)" — fs(z +y,0)¢¥ — \¢¥ =0, in (=R, R)\(S —y),
¢¥(x7) = ¢¥(z"), (¢¥)(z7)=0(¢¥)(2"), z=nl-ye (-RR),
¢¥(z7) = ¢¥(z"), o(¢¥) (27) = (¢¥)'(2T), w=nl+l-ye(-RR),
@Y > 0, in [-R, R],

(4.11)
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where ¢ is the principal eigenfunction of (2.13). Therefore, ¢¥ > k¢% in [-R, R] for all K > 0
small enough. Define

¥ =sup{r >0:¢Y > rp% in [-R,R]} € (0,400).

By continuity, ¢¥ > k*¢Y% in [~ R, R] and there exists x¢ € [~ R, R] such that ¢¥(zq) = *%(20).
But since ¢¥ > 0 in [~ R, R] and ¢%(£R) = 0, one infers that 29 € (—R, R). On the other hand,
the function k*pY, satisfies (4.11), hence

—d(z +y) (" %) — fo(x +y,0)s* 0% — Mk" 0% < 0in (=R, R)\(S —y),

thanks to the assumption )\% < A1. It then follows from finitely many applications of the strong
elliptic maximum principle and the Hopf lemma that x*¢% = ¢¥ in (—R, R) and then in [—R, R]
by continuity, a contradiction with the boundary conditions at x = £ R. Consequently, )\% > A\

for all y € R and R > 0. O

For any two positive real numbers Ry < Ra, by replacing )\?]”{ with )\%1 and A\ with )\%2 in the
above proof, and by noticing that go?}/b > 0in [— Ry, Ry, a similar argument as that of Lemma 4.3
implies that )\%l > )\%2. That is,

Lemma 4.4. For all y € R, the function R — )\Z}/% 1s decreasing in R > 0.
The last result before the proof of Proposition 4.1 is the following convergence result.
Lemma 4.5. One has limp_, 1o A% = A1 uniformly in y € R.

Proof. First of all, from Lemma 4.4 and the periodicity and continuity with respect to y, it is
sufficient to show that )‘i{z — A1 as R — 400 for each y € R, from Dini’s theorem. So let us
fix y € Rin the proof. For R > 0, consider the elliptic operator LY%u := —d(z+y)u” — fs(z+y,0)u
with domain

Eg = {¢ € Hj(—R,R) : Y|z € H*(T) for all Z, and 1 satisfies the interface conditions in (4.5)},

where Z is any patch of the type J; or K, in (=R, R)\ (S — y). Note in particular that the
principal eigenfunction ¢% of (4.5) belongs to Eg\{0}. Owing to (2.8), the operator LY, is
symmetric with respect to the inner product

1
(u,v)p = Z/ UU—i—Z/ wv, u,v € L*(—R,R).
s Js r k K
Therefore, one has the following variational formula for /\%:

B, ¢) =M )r _ o LRV V)R (4.12)

SeER{0) (W, V) T peEn0) (U, O)R

A, =

with A and B as in (4.6) and (4.9). It is easy to see that one can choose a family of C?(R)
functions (x%)r>2, such that suppss [[X%/lc2®) < 400 and, for each R > 2,

Xp(x) =1 forallz € [-R+1,R—1],
Xp(x) =0 for all z € (—o0, —R] U [R, 4+00),
(x%) (x)=0 forallzeS—y,

0<x%4<1 R
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Let ¢¥ be the solution of (4.10). The function 4% := ¢¥xY% belongs to Er\{0} and

(LYY V) R _ (LYY, ¢Y)r—1 + Dr _ M(¢Y,¢Y)r1 + Dr
(WY, V%) R (WY, V%) R (WY, V%) R

from Lemma 4.2, where
Dpr = (LYY, Vi r — (L5607, 0Y) r—1
= Z/ (- +9)(@"XR)" ("x%) — fs(- +4,0) (¢ x%)?

#34 fo O ~ O

and J; and K, stand for the patches of type 1 and 2 in ((=R,—R+1)U(R—1,R))\(S—y), that is,
(-R,—R+1)U(R—1,R))\ (S —y) = (UsJs) U(UyK,). Since ¢V is periodic and ¢¥|7 € C?*(Z)
(and even C*°(Z)) for each patch Z C R\ (S — y), the quantities ||¢y|f||02(f) are bounded

independently of Z. Since supgss [Ix%llc2r) < +oo, it follows that there exists C' > 0 such
that |Dg| < C for all R > 2. Likewise, one also has

sup ’<w]y{a w%>R - <¢ya ¢y>R—1| < +00.
R>2

On the other hand, since ¢¥ is continuous, positive and periodic, there exists § > 0 such that
#Y >8>0 in R, hence (¢¥,¢¥)p_1 > 2min(1,1/k)é?(R — 1) and

(VkVR)R
<¢ya ¢y>R71

Using the estimates above, one gets that

(LRVR VR)R

—1 as R — +o0.

— A as R — o0,

(VR YRR
and, together with (4.12) and Lemma 4.3, it follows that A%, — A; as R — +oco. As already
emphasized, this provides the desired conclusion. O

Now we are in a position to give the proof of Proposition 4.1.

Proof of Proposition 4.1. Assume (2.11) and A\; < 0. Let p be a continuous nonnegative bounded
solution of the stationary problem (2.14), with p|; € C?(I) for each patch I in R. Assume
that p # 0. By an immediate induction, the strong maximum principle and the Hopf lemma
then imply that p > 0 in R. Now, from Lemma 4.5, there is R > 0 such that
y _ M
Vy € R, )\R<?<O, (4.13)

where (A}, ¢%) denotes the eigenpair of (4.5). From (2.11), one can choose ko > 0 small enough
such that, for all 0 < k < kg and y € R,

flx+y, koh(x)) > fs(x+y,0)rph(z) + %ngpi{z(az) for all z € [-R, R]\(S — v). (4.14)
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For each y € R, the function p¥ := p(- + y) satisfies

—d(z +y)(p¥)"(z) = f(z +y,p(2)), z € R\(S —y),
p(z7) =p¥(x"), @) (27) =o(p¥) (2™), z=nl-y, (4.15)
) () (z%), z=nl+1y—y,

2
S
=
5
I
S

while, for each k € (0, ko], the continuous function ke, satisfies

—d(z + y)r(pp)" (@) — fs(x+y 0)kpp() = Agrpp(r), in (=R, R)\(S —y),
regp(27) = Kkpg(a™), R)(x7) = or(pR) (z7), z=nl-yé€(-R,R),
rep(e™) = kg (a™), m(ch) (z7) = r(pR) (z™), z=nl+lp—y€(-RR),
kel >0in (=R, R), r¢'%h(+R) =0.

(4.16)

It then follows from (4.13)—(4.14) that, for each x € (0, ko] and y € R,

() (@)~ f . mh(@) < (M= 5D rplh(a) <0 for we (~R, R)\(S—y). (4.17)

Let us finally consider any y € R and prove that p¥ > koY, in [-R, R]. Assuming not and
using the continuity and positivity of p¥ and the continuity of goyR, one can then define

k" = sup{r € (0, k0] : p > K} in [-R, R]} € (0, Ko)

and one has p¥ > k*¢% in [—R, R] with equality at a point 29 € [-R, R]. Since p¥ > 0 in R
and ¢%(+R) = 0, there holds zg € (—R, R). From (4.15)-(4.17) and finitely many applications
of the strong maximum principle and the Hopf lemma, one gets that p¥ = k*¢% in (=R, R) and
then in [—R, R] by continuity, a contradiction with the boundary conditions at x = £R. As a
consequence, p¥ > /@0@% in [-R, R].

Thus, p(y) = p¥(0) > ko’ (0) for all y € R. Since the function y — kg% (0) is periodic,
continuous and positive, one concludes that infg p > 0. O

Proof of Theorem 2.4. Assume that f satisfies (2.11)—(2.12) and that A\; < 0. Let ¢ and p be
two positive bounded solutions of (2.14) (in the sense that ¢ and p are continuous in R and have
restrictions in I of class C2?(I) for each patch I C R). Applying Proposition 4.1, there exists
€ > 0 such that ¢ > ¢ and p > ¢ in R. One can then define the positive real number

v* =sup{y >0:q>~pin R} € (0, +00).

We shall prove that v* > 1, which will easily yield the conclusion by interchanging the roles
of p and ¢. Assume by way of contradiction that v* < 1, and set z := ¢ — v*p > 0. From the
definition of ~*, there exists a sequence (Z,)men such that z(z,,) — 0 as m — +o0. Moreover,
the nonnegative function z is continuous in R, has restrictions in I of class C%(I) for each
patch I C R, and it satisfies

—d(x)z"(x) = f(z,q(x)) + 7" f(z,p(x)) =0, =z €R\S,
zt), x = nl, (4.18)
)7 x =nl—+ls.

As in the proof of Theorem 2.3, let us assume in (2.12) that s — fi(s)/s is decreasing with
respect to s > 0 (the case when s +— fa(s)/s is decreasing with respect to s > 0 can be handled
similarly). Since v* € (0,1) and p is positive in R, one then has v*f(z,p(z)) = v* fi(p(z)) <
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A(p(x)) = f(z,7"p(x)) for z € (nl — I, nl) and n € Z, while v* f(z,p(x)) = 7" fa(p(z)) <
f2(v*p(z)) = f(z,v*p(x)) for z € (nl,nl +l2) and n € Z. Hence, (4.18) implies that

—d12"(z) — fi(q(z)) + fi(y*p(x)) >0, z € (nl—I1,nl),
—do2"(z) — fo(q(2)) + fa(v*p(x)) >0, z € (nl,nl+ls).

Therefore, z satisfies a problem of the type (4.3) for some bounded function b defined in R\ S.
Hence, as in the proof of Theorem 2.3, if x,, — T € R up to extraction of a subsequence,
one gets a contradiction by using the strong maximum principle and the Hopf lemma. In the
general case, let T, € (—l1,l2] be such that z,, — T, € lZ, and let T, € [~l1,l2] be such
that x,, — Too as m — 400, up to extraction of some subsequence. Next, set 2, = ¢m — ¥ Pm,
where ¢, () := q¢(z+ 2, —T) and pp,(x) := p(x+ 2y, —Tp,). Since d(z) and f(x,u) are periodic
with respect to z, it follows from (4.18) that the functions z,,’s satisfy

—d(x) 2 () = f(2,qm(2)) + 7" f(2,pm(2)) =0z €R\S,
zm(x7) = 2m(zT), 2, (x7) =0z, (a™), x =nl,
2m(x7) = z2m(2™), 02l (x7) = 2/ (), x =nl+ls.

The sequences of continuous functions (¢, )men and (pm)men are bounded in L>°(R), and then
in C2(I) for each v € (0,1) and each patch I C R from standard elliptic estimates. Thus, there
exist three continuous functions ¢ > €, P > € and 2oo = oo — 7 Poo > 0 such that, up to
extraction of some subsequence, (¢m|7, Pm|f; 2ml7) = (Qoolf, Poolfs Zoolf) in C2(I) as m — +oo
for each patch I C R. Furthermore,

—d(x)25(x) = f(7,900(2)) + 7" f(2,poc(x)) =0,z €R\S,

2oo(T7) = 2oo(a1), 20 (27) = 02l (zT), x =nl,
Zoo(T7) = 2oo(a1), 02l (z7) = 2L (zT), x =nl+la,

and zo, > 0 in R with 25(Zoo) = 0. Using the positivity of ps, and the same argument as for
problem (4.18) above, one reaches a contradiction.

Consequently, v* > 1, whence ¢ > p in R. By interchanging the roles of ¢ and p, one
also gets p > ¢ in R. The uniqueness is therefore obtained. Furthermore, if p is a positive
solution of (2.14), so is the function x — p(x + ). This implies that p is periodic. The proof of
Theorem 2.4 is thereby complete. O

5 Long-time behavior: proof of Theorem 2.5

This section is devoted to the proof of Theorem 2.5 on the large-time behavior of the solutions
of the evolution problem (2.9)-(2.10).

Proof of Theorem 2.5. Assume that f satisfies (2.11)-(2.12). Let u be the solution, given in
Theorem 2.2, of the Cauchy problem (2.9)—(2.10) with a nonnegative, bounded and continuous
initial datum ug # 0. We know from Theorem 2.2 that u is continuous in [0,4o00) x R and
positive in (0, +00) x R.

(i) Assume that 0 is an unstable solution of (2.14), that is, A < 0, and let p be the unique
positive bounded and periodic solution of (2.14) given by Theorem 2.3 (i) and Theorem 2.4.
The function p is continuous in R and has restriction in I of class C?(I) for each patch I C R.
With the notations of Section 4.2 and from Lemma 4.5, one can fix R > 0 large enough so

31



that A% < A\1/2 < 0 and (4.16)—(4.17) hold with y = 0 for all £ > 0 small enough, where (A%, ¢%)
denotes the unique eigenpair solving (4.5) with y = 0:

—d(2)(p)" (@) — fs(@,0) 0k () = Apeh(2), z € (=R, R)\S,
Pr(z7) = SOOR(*T+)7 () (z7) = a(pp) (27), x=nl € (=R, R),
Pr(27) = eR(a™), a(eh) (z7) = (¥R) (=), z=nl+ly€(-RR),
PR > 0in (—R, R), ¢R(£R) =0, ||¢gllL=(-rr) =1

From the continuity and positivity of p and u(1,-) in R, one can fix x > 0 small enough so
that (4.16)-(4.17) hold with y = 0, together with k% < p and k% < u(1,-) in [-R, R)].
Define now a function vy in R by

vole) = k% (z) for x € [-R,R),
7 0 for € R\[~R, R].

The function vy is nonnegative, continuous and bounded in R, with vy Z 0 in R. Let v be the
solution of the Cauchy problem (2.9)—(2.10) with initial datum vg, given by Theorem 2.2. For
cach n € N, let v™ (respectively u™) be the unique bounded classical solution of (3.1)—(3.4) with
initial condition v"(0,-) = 6"vo|[—piny (respectively u”(0,-) = 0"ug||_piny), With the cut-off
function 6™ given in (3.20). From Theorem 2.2, the sequence (v"),en (respectively (u™)nen)
converges monotonically pointwise in [0,4+00) x R to the function v (respectively u). For each
n € N, there holds 0 < v™(0,:) < v9 < p in [—nl,nl], hence 0 < v"(t,x) < p(z) for all
(t,x) € [0, +00) x [—=nl, nl] by Proposition A.2, and

0 <w(t,z) <p(x) forall (t,z) € [0,400) x R

by passing to the limit n — 400 (actually, we also know from Theorem 2.2 that v > 0 in
(0, +00) x R). Furthermore, for each n > R/l + 1, since v"(t,+R) > 0 for all ¢ > 0 and since

v™(0,)1=r,R) = 6" v0l—r,R] = vol[—R,R) = KPR
with ke, satisfying (4.16)—(4.17), Proposition A.2 again implies that
V" (t,z) > k% (z) for all (t,z) € [0, +00) x [~R, R].
Together with the nonnegativity of v™ in [0, +00) x [—nl,nl] and the definition of vy, this yields
v"(h,z) > vo(x) > v"(0,x) for all = € [-nl,nl] and h > 0,

hence v"(t+h,z) > v"(t,x) for all (¢, z) € [0, +00) X [-nl,nl] and h > 0, and finally v(t+h,z) >
v(t,z) for all (t,x) € [0,400) x R and h > 0. Therefore, the function v is non-decreasing in t.
Since it is positive in (0, +00) and since v(t, z) < p(z) for all (¢, x) € [0,400) x R, the Schauder
estimates of Theorem 2.2 yield the existence of a positive bounded solution ¢ of (2.14) such
that v(t,-) — q as t — +oo locally uniformly in R and v(¢,-)|; — q|j as t — +oo in C?(I) for
each patch I C R. It follows from Theorem 2.4 that ¢ = p in R. In other words,

v(t,-) P locally uniformly in R and v(¢, ')]jt_:)ooph* in C?(I) for each patch ITCR. (5.1)

On the other hand, since the continuous functions k¢% and u(1,-) satisfy rke% < u(1,-)
n [ R, R] and since u"(1,-) — u(1, ) locally uniformly in R as n — 400, there is ng > R/l such
that k% (z) < u™(1,z) for all z € [~ R, R] and for all n > ng. Since u™ > 0 in [0, +-00) x [—nl, nl],
it follows that v"(0,z) < wo(x) < w™(1l,z) for all z € [—nl,nl] and for all n > ng, hence
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v (t,x) <u™(t+ 1,z) for all (¢,x) € [0,4+00) x [—nl,nl] and for all n > ng, by Proposition A.2.
Therefore,
v(t,z) <u(t+1,z) for all (t,z) € [0,+00) x R. (5.2)

Lastly, define My := max(M, |lug| peo(r)) with M > 0 as in (2.11). As in the proof of
Theorem 2.3 (i), the solution w (given by Theorem 2.2) of the Cauchy problem (2.9)—(2.10) with
initial datum M7, is non-increasing in ¢, periodic in z, and converges as t — 400 uniformly in R
to a nonnegative periodic bounded solution p of (2.14). Furthermore,

0 <u(t,z) <w(t,x) forall (t,z) € [0,400) x R (5.3)

by Theorem 2.2. Together with (5.1)—(5.2), one infers that p > p (> 0) in R, and then p = p
by Theorem 2.4. Since v(t,z) < u(t+ 1,z) < w(t+ 1,z) for all (¢,z) € [0,+00) x R, one then
concludes that u(t,-) — p as t — 400 locally uniformly in R, and together with the Schauder
estimates of Theorem 2.2, that u(t,-)|; — p|; as t — +oc in C?(I) for each patch I C R.

(ii) Let us now assume that 0 is a stable solution of (2.14), that is, A; > 0. By defining w
and p as in the previous paragraph (the definitions of w and p did not use the stability properties
of 0), Theorem 2.3 (ii) then yields p = 0 in R. Together with (5.3) and the uniform convergence
w(t,") - p=01in R as t — +00, one concludes that u(t,-) — 0 as ¢ — +oo uniformly in R. The
proof of Theorem 2.5 is thereby complete. O

An immediate corollary of Theorem 2.5, which will be used in the proofs of Theorems 2.6
and 2.8 in Section 6, is the following result.

Corollary 5.1. Assume that f satisfies (2.11)—(2.12) and that 0 is an unstable solution of (2.14)
(i.e., &1 < 0). Let p be the unique positive bounded and periodic solution of (2.14) given by
Theorem 2.3 (i) and Theorem 2.4. Let u denote the solution of the Cauchy problem (2.9)-
(2.10) with a nonnegative bounded and continuous initial datum wy # 0. If ug is periodic,
then u(t,-) — p as t — +oo uniformly in R.

Proof. We already know from Theorem 2.2 that, for each ¢ > 0, the function = — u(t,x) is
periodic. Since u(t,-) — p as t — +oo locally uniformly in R by Theorem 2.5, the conclusion
follows. O

6 Spreading speeds and periodic traveling waves: proofs of Theo-
rems 2.6 and 2.8

This section is devoted to the study of the spatial dynamics of the problem (2.9)—(2.10). We
will prove the existence of an asymptotic spreading speed c*, which can be given explicitly
by a variational formula using principal eigenvalues of certain linear operators. Moreover, the
spreading speed coincides with the minimal speed for pulsating traveling waves. The main
approach is based on the abstract dynamical systems theory for monostable evolution systems
established in the seminal work in [49] and further developed in [30, 31].

Hereafter we assume that the 0 solution of (2.14) is unstable (i.e., A; < 0) and that f satisfies
(2.11)—(2.12). By Theorem 2.3 (i) and Theorem 2.4, there exists a unique positive bounded
periodic solution p of (2.14). We point out that, with these hypotheses, populations starting
with any bounded nonnegative and non-trivial initial condition always persist, by Theorem 2.5.
Using the notations of [31, Section 5|, we define H = R, H =1Z, X =Y =R, f = p and
M = Cp, with C, given in (2.17). We also define a family of maps {Q;}+>0 in C, by

Qi(w)(z) = u(t,r;w) forweCp, t>0,and z € R, (6.1)
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where (¢,z) — u(t,z;w) denotes the classical solution to the Cauchy problem (2.9)-(2.10) with
initial condition u(0,;w) = w € Cp, given by Theorem 2.2. In particular, Qo(w) = w for every
w € Cp, and Q¢(0) = 0 for every ¢t > 0. Furthermore, since the continuous positive function p
solves (2.14) and since u(t, -; p) is periodic for every ¢ > 0 by Theorem 2.2, it follows with similar
arguments as in Proposition A.2 (but this time in the class of periodic solutions) that u(t¢,-;p) = p
for each t > 0, that is, Q¢(p) = p. Theorem 2.2 then implies that u(t,-;w) € Cp for every w € C,
and ¢t > 0. In other words, for every ¢ > 0, Q; maps C, into itself.

We recall that a family of maps {Q;}+>0 from C, into itself is said to be a semiflow in C, if it
satisfies the following properties:

(1) Qo(w) = w for all w € Cp;
(2) Q1 (Qty(w)) = Qpy 44, (w) for all t1,t3 > 0 and for all w € Cp;

(3) the map (t,w) — Q¢(w) is continuous from [0, 4+00) x Cp into Cp, with Cp, equipped with the
compact open topology, that is, @y, (wm) — Qi(w) as m — 400 locally uniformly in R if
tm — t and wp, — w locally uniformly in R as m — 400, with (¢,,,wn) € [0, +00) x C,.

We also say that {Q:}+>0 is monotone in C, if, for every ¢t > 0, Q¢(w) > Q¢(w’) in R provided
w > w' in R, with w,w’ € Cp. Lastly, {Q:}+>0 is called subhomogeneous if 7Q;(w) < Q¢(yw) in R
for every t > 0, v € [0,1], and w € Cp,.

The following proposition summarizes the properties of the family {Q;}+>0 defined in (6.1).

Proposition 6.1. The family {Q:}i>0 defined in (6.1) is a monotone and subhomogeneous
semiflow in C,. Furthermore, for every w € Cp,, a € IZ, t > 0 and x € R, there holds

Qi(w(- + a))(z) = Qi(w)(z + a).

Proof. First of all, the property Qp(w) = w is already known by definition, and the monotonicity
of {Q¢}+>0 follows from Theorem 2.2.

For the proof of the other properties, we consider a sequence (§"),en of continuous cut-
off functions satisfying (3.20). Throughout the proof, for any w € C, and n € N, we de-
note by (¢,z) — u"(t,x;w) the unique continuous solution of the truncated problem (3.1)—(3.4)
in [0, +00) x [—nl,nl] with initial condition u™(0,;w) = §"wW||_p; . We know from the proof
of Theorem 2.2 that, for each (t,7) € [0,+00) x R, the sequence (u"(t,2;w)),>|z|/1 is nonnega-
tive, nondecreasing and converges to u(t, x;w) (and the convergence holds locally uniformly with
respect to (t,z) € [0,400) x R).

Let us first show that Q¢ (Qt,(w)) = Qp 44, (w) for all ¢1,t2 > 0 and for all w € C,. The
conclusion holds trivially when ¢; or ¢ is equal to 0, or when w = 0 in R. So, let us assume that
t1 >0, t2 >0 and w € C, with w # 0 in R. Call wy = u(t2,-;w). For each n € N, one has

u"(tg, 75 w) < u(ty, 7;w) = wo(z) = 8" H(@)wa(z) = w0, z;ws0) for all z € [—nl, ni],

and u™(ty +t, +nl;w) = 0 < w1 (¢, £nl;wy) for all t > 0. Hence, Proposition A.2 implies that
u(ta +t,;w) < Ut zywe) for all t > 0 and x € [—nl, nl], hence u(ty + t, 7;w) < u(t, T;ws)
for all (¢,x) € [0, +00) x R. In particular,

Qtott: (W) (7) < Q1 (w2)(7) = Q1 (R, (w))(x) for all z € R. (6.2)

To show the reverse inequality, consider any n € (0,1) and m € N. Since u"(t2,-;w) —
u(ta, ;w) = wy as n — +oo locally uniformly in R and since the continuous function wsy is
positive in R by Theorem 2.2 (we here use w ># 0 in R and the positivity of ¢2), there is an
integer n, ,, > m such that

u"(t2, z;w) > nu(te, z;w) = nwa(z) > u™(0,z;nwe) for all € [—ml,ml] and n > n, p,,
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while u™(te + t, ml;w) > 0 = u™(t, £ml;nws) for all t > 0. Therefore, Proposition A.2 implies
that
u(ta +t, x5w) > ™ (t, x3nwe) for all t > 0, x € [—ml, ml], and n > ny 4,

hence u(ta + ¢, x;w) > u™(t, z;nwe) for all t > 0 and = € [—ml, ml]. Since m € N was arbitrary,
one gets that u(te + ¢, x;w) > u(t,z;nwe) for all (t,xz) € [0,+00) x R. Lastly, since from
Theorem 2.2 the map 7 — u(t1,-; nws) is continuous from [0, 1] to the set of continuous bounded
functions with the sup norm, one concludes that u(ts + t1, z;w) > u(t1, x;we) for all x € R, that
i8, Qtytt, (W)(z) > Qr, (w2)(z) = Qp (Qr(w))(x) for all z € R. Together with (6.2), this yields
the desired property Qi 1, () = Qn (@n(w)) in R

To show the continuity property, consider any (t,w) € [0,400) x C, and any sequence
(tm, Wm)men in [0, +00) x Cp such that ¢, — t and wy,, — w locally uniformly in R as m — +oc.
One has to show that wu(ty,;wm) — u(t,;w) locally uniformly in R as m — 4o0o0. Let
T € (0,400) be such that 0 < ¢t < T and 0 < t,, < T for all m € N. Take any A > 0,
and let € > 0 be arbitrary. There is a function @ € C, N C?*(R) such that [|@]|csr) < 400, @' =0
at all points of S, and [|0 — wl[fee(r) < /2. For m € N, define w,, : R — R by

Wy = min (max(o?, Wm — €),Wm + s),

that is, @y (z) = @(z) if wp(z) — e < O(z) < wp(z) + &, On(x) = wp(x) + ¢ if w(x) >
wm(z) + ¢, and Wy (z) = wp(z) — € if W(x) < wp(zr) —e. Each function @, belongs to Cp,
and [|Wm — Wil ®) < €. Furthermore, since [|0 — wl|feo®) < €/2 and wy — w as m — 400
locally uniformly in R, one infers that, for each compact set I C R, one has

Wm|k = w|x for all m large enough. (6.3)

As [|@||esmw) is finite and 0 < u(t, z;wm) < p(x) for all (t,xz) € [0,+00) x R and m € N,
standard parabolic estimates yield the existence of a positive constant C such that, for each
patch I = (a,b) C R, the functions t — u(t, (a + b)/2;@,,) belong to C1/4([0, +00)) for all m
large enough, and [u(-, (a + b)/2;@m)llc11/4(0 400y < C1. As in the proof of Theorem 2.2,
and using here the fact that @ is bounded in C3(R) and & vanishes on S, it then follows that
there are 6 € (0,1) and a positive constant Cy such that, for each patch I C R and from the
above estimates applied at the middle points of the leftward and rightward adjacent patches, the
functions u(-, ;@m)|jg 4-00)x1 belong to C’éf;z’e([o, +00) x I) and

Hu(, ‘3 (Dm)’[0’+Oo)Xf“ctl;f;2’9([0,+oo)><f) S C2

for all m large enough. Up to extraction of a subsequence, the continuous functions (-, -;wp,)
converge as m — +o0o locally uniformly in [0,4+00) x R to a continuous function U such that,
for each patch I C R, Ul joo)xr € CLE29([0, +00) x 1), |U

t;x

[0,+oo)Xf||c;f?279([o,+oo)xf) < Oy,
and, for every 7 > 0, u(-,;@m)|jo,7)x7 — [_f\[OJ]X[f as m — +oo in C’tl;f([O,T] x I). Notice that
U(0,-) = @ from the above limits and (6.3). On the other hand, similarly, there is a positive
constant C such that, for each patch I = (a,b) C R, the function ¢t — u™(t, (a+b)/2; @) belongs
to CH1/4(]0, 400)) and ||u"(-, (a + b)/2;@)|[c11/4([0,400)) < C1 for all n large enough. As above,
there is then a positive constant C such that, for each patch I C R, u” (-, -;@)j t00)x 1 belongs
to Ctl;f;zﬂ([(], +o0) x I) and [[u™(-,; a})|[07+OO)><-T||Ctl;f;Q’g([O,+OO)><I_
Therefore, for each patch I C R, the restriction to [0, 4+00) x I of the limit function u(-,-;w)
belongs to C;f;Q’e([O, +00) x I) and

) < (4 for all n large enough.

[Ju(- ';a))|[0,+00)><I_||C,};f‘2’9([0,+oo)><l_) < Cé'
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Since u(0, ;@) = @ = U(0,-), Proposition A.4 then implies that u(-,;@) = U in [0, +00) x R.
Therefore, since the limit of any subsequence of (u(-, *; @) )men is unique, one gets that the whole
sequence (u(+, *;Wm))men converges locally uniformly in [0, +00) X R to u(-,-;@). In particular,
there is mg such that
[O,T}IS?E(A,A] [u(ey 50m) —u(s, )| <e for all m > my.
Finally, since [|@—w|| oo (r) <€/2 and [|@yp—wm || Lo (r) <€ for each m, formula (3.27) of the proof of
Theorem 2.2 yields [[u(-, -; @)~u(:, -;w) || Lo (j0,7)xR) SeeLTiand (-, 5 Om)=u(es 5 wm) | oo (0,71 R) <
2eelT | with L := max (|| f1ll o o, z7)s | 21l Lo o, 57)) and K := max(Ky, Ko, [|p[| o (r)). One infers
that
e — (- <el1 3LT)
[O,T]IQ[a—XAA] lu(s, s wm) —u(, s w)| < 6( + 3e

for all m > myg. Since € > 0 was arbitrary and u(-, -;w) is continuous in [0, +00) x R, this shows
that w(tm, ; wm) — u(t, -;w) uniformly in [—A, A] as m — +oo, leading to the desired result.

Let us now show that the family {Q;}+>0 is subhomogeneous. So, let us consider any v € [0, 1]
and w € Cp, and let us show that 7Q(w) < Q¢(yw) in R for all ¢ > 0. From (2.12), it follows that,
for every n € N, vf(z,u™(t,z;w)) < f(x,yu"(t,z;w)) for all (t,z) € [0,4+00) x ((—nl,nl)\ S),
hence yu"(+,-;w) is a subsolution of the problem satisfied by u"(-,-;yw) in [0, +00) x [—nl,nl]
(with the same initial condition in [—nl,nl]). Proposition A.2 implies that yu"(¢,z;w) <
u"(t,x;yw) for all n € N and (t,x) € [0,400) x [—nl,nl], and thus yu(t,z;w) < u(t,z;yw)
for all (t,z) € [0,400) x R, that is, 7Q¢(w) < Q¢(yw) in R for all ¢ > 0.

Finally, consider any w € C, and a € IZ. Set wg = w(-+a). For every n € N and « € [—nl, nl],
one has 6" Hel/+1(z 4 @) = 1, hence

u™(0, 25 we) = 6™(@)w(x + a) < w(x +a) = 0"V (@ 4+ @)w(x + a) = "0, 2 + a;w).

Furthermore, u™(t,+nl;w,) = 0 < w1/t 4nl 4+ a;w) for all + > 0, and the function
0, +00) x [—nl,nl] 3 (t,x) — u”+|a‘/l+1(t r+a;w) satisfies the same partial differential equations
as u"(-,-;wg), as well as the same interface conditions, due to the periodicity of d(z) and f(z, s)
with respect to x. Proposition A.2 then implies that u™ (¢, x;w,) < u"+|a‘/l+1(t,x + a;w) for
all n € N and (¢,z) € [0, +00) x [—nl, nl], hence

u(t, x;we) < ult,z + a;w) for all (¢, z) € [0,400) x R.
Since this property is valid for every a € [Z and w € C,, one also gets that
u(t,x + a;w) = u(t,z + a; (W) —a) < ult, (z+a) — a;wg) = u(t, z;w,)

for every a € IZ, w € C, and (t,x) € [0,400) x R, and finally u(t,z;w,) = u(t,z + a;w) for
all (t,x) € [0,400) x R. This completes the proof of Proposition 6.1. O

As a consequence of Theorem 2.2 and Proposition 6.1, we conclude that the solution maps
Q¢ : C, — Cp satisfy the following properties:

(E1) for each t > 0, Q; is periodic, that is, Q¢(T,(w)) = T4 (Q¢(w)) for all a € IZ and w € Cp,
where T}, is the translation operator defined by T, (@) = @(- + y) for @ € C, and y € IZ;

(E2) the set {Q¢(Cp) : t > 0} C Cp is uniformly bounded and, for each t > 0, Q¢ : C, — C, is

continuous;

(E3) for each t > 0, the map Q; : C, — C is compact with respect to the compact open topology
(as a consequence of the regularity estimates of Theorem 2.2);
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(E4) for each t > 0, Q; is order-preserving (i.e., monotone);

(E5) for each t > 0, Q; admits exactly the two periodic fixed points 0 and p in C,: indeed, on
the one hand, one knows that 0 and p are two fixed points; on the other hand, for each
w € C,\{0,p}, one has Qm¢(w) — p locally uniformly in R as m — +o0o0 by Theorem 2.5
(and even uniformly in R if w is periodic, by Corollary 5.1), hence w can not be a fixed
point of Q.

It then follows from [31, Theorem 5.1] that the time-1 map @1 : C, — C, admits rightward
and leftward asymptotic spreading speeds ¢’ and ¢*, in the sense that, 1) if w € C, is compactly
supported then

|Qn (W)l Loe (jne,400)) — 0 for each ¢ > ¢,

n—-+00 (6 4)
1Qn(w )HLOO( —00,—nc']) —+> 0 for each ¢ > ¢* ’

and, 2) if ¢ + ¢* > 0, then, for any § > 0, there is 75 > 0 such that

1Qn(w) = Pll Lo (j=ne’ ne]) njwo for each ¢ < ¢ and ¢ < ¢* with ¢+ ¢ >0, (6.5)

and for each w € C, with w > ¢ on an interval of length 2r5. In the following, our goal is to
give computational formulas for ¢% via the linear operators approach of [30,49], from which we
eventually deduce that ¢} = c*.
Thus, in order to compute ¢, we consider the linearized problem of (2.9)—(2.10) at its zero
solution:
Up = d(z)Uyz + fs(x,0)U, t>0, zcR\S,
Ult,z7) =U(t,x™), Up(t,x”) = oU,(t, ), ¢>0, v =nl,
Ult,z7) =Ul(t,x™), oUp(t,x”) = Us(t, ™), t>0, z=nl+ly,
U, )=w>0, weC.

Uz
6.6
o (6.6

Let {L¢}+>0 be the linear solution maps generated by (6.6), namely, Li(w) = U(¢,-;w) where
the function (t,z) — U(t,z;w) is the solution of (6.6) given by the same truncation and limit
process as in the proof of Theorem 2.2 (this solution satisfies the same properties as the solution
of the nonlinear problem (2.9)-(2.10) given in Theorem 2.2, with the exception of the global
boundedness: the solutions of (6.6) are now bounded only locally with respect to ¢ € [0,400) in
general). For any given p € R, substituting U (¢, z;w) = e **v(t, z) in (6.6) yields

v = d(2) Vg — 2d(x) vy + (d(z)p? + fs(z,0))v, t>0, x € R\S,

v(t,z7) =v(t,xt), [—pv+v(t,zT) = o[—pv +vl(t,2t),  t>0, x =nl, 6.7)
v(t,xz7) =v(t,xt), o[—pv+ vt x7) = [—pv + v (¢, 2, t>0, z=nl+l, .
v(0,2) = w(x)e!, z€R.

Let {L,}¢>0 be the linear solution maps generated by (6.7) and obtained from the substitution
v(t,x) = el U(t, z;w), that is, for any w € C with w > 0 in R,

Li(y — e "w(y))(z) = e "Ly (w)(z), fort>0andzeR. (6.8)

Substituting v(t,z) = e *Mp(x) into (6.7), with ¢ periodic and positive, leads to the following
periodic eigenvalue problem:

Lp(z) := —d(2)y" (z)+2d(2)py! () — (d(2)p* + fs(2,0))¢(2) = M)(z), = €R\S,

(7)) =v(®), [~ +¢(@7) = ol[-wp +¢')(a7), z = nl,

P(a7) = Y(a™), of—pp +')(a7) = [-pp +'](zT), x = nl + I,
v is periodic in R, ¥ >0, [|[¢[[peor) = 1.

(6.9)
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Lemma 6.2. For each p € R, the eigenvalue problem (6.9) has a simple principal eigenvalue
A = A(u) corresponding to a unique positive continuous periodic principal eigenfunction v, which
is such that | € C®(I) for each patch I in R. Moreover, there is a maz-inf characterization

of AMp):

V(@)
) = e il S (610

where
E, = {4 eP:y|;cC*() for each patch I CR, ¢ >0 in R,
1 satisfies the interface conditions in (6.9)}

(we recall that P is the set of all continuous and periodic functions from R to R).®> Lastly, the
function p— N(p) is concave in R, and A(0) = A1, where \y < 0 is the principal eigenvalue of
the problem (2.13).

Proof. We first fix u € R. The existence of a unique principal eigenvalue for problem (6.9) can be
shown similarly as for (4.5). This time, we introduce the space H of periodic functions belonging
to H} (R), with ||ul|% = ||u||?ql(_l1 0) (1/k)Hu||H1(Ol , and G the set of continuous periodic
functions u such that ul_;, o and u|[07l2 are of class Cl([—ll,O]) and C1(]0,ls]) respectively,
with [Julle = [[uli, 0l or (.01 + 1o llor (o). We also set A := max (f{(0) + dip?, f3(0) +
dg,uQ) + 1. For g € G, we consider the following problem

—d(z)u” + 2d(z)p’ + (A — d(z)p® — fo(z,0))u=yg, inR\S,
(z7) =u(@®), [Fpu+u)(a7) = ol-pu+u](@"),  x=nl
(7)) =u(@?), o[—pu+u/](z7) = [pu+u](zT),  z=nl+ly,

u is periodic.

I

(6.11)

u\xr

We can solve this problem first in a weak sense, that is, we look for u € H such that B(u,z) =
(g, z) for all z € H, where the bilinear form B is defined by

0
B(u,z) = /l diu'2 + dipu 2 — dypus’ + (A —dip? — f{(O))uz
—l1
1

l2
+E / do/ 2 + dopd' z — dopiuz’ + (A — dopi® — f3(0))uz
0

and the scalar product (,) is defined by

0 1 lo
<g,Z>=/ gz +k/ 9z .
-l 0

Clearly, the map z +— (g, z) is continuous in H, and B is continuous in H x H. Moreover,
it is easily seen that, for any v € H, B(u,u) > min (dy,d2,1)|ul|};, whence B is coercive.
The Lax-Milgram theorem implies the existence of a unique v € H (hence, u can be identified
with its unique continuous representative in R) satisfying B(u,z) = (g, z) for all z € H, and
lullr < CillgllL2(~i, 15) for a positive constant Cy only depending on dq2 and k. As for (4.5),
one gets that ulj_;, o and u|g, are in H?*([~11,0]) and H?([0,l2]) and then in C3([—I1,0])

®In (6.10), even if the test functions 1 are positive, continuous in R, and have restrictions to I of class C*(I)
for each patch I C R, the infimum of £,9(x)/v(z) is taken over the open set R\ S and therefore is not a minimum
in general. Notice that the quantity £, (z)/t(z) is in general not defined when z € S, even if the limits at =
exist (but are different in general).
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and C3([0, 15]) respectively, that [Julj_, ollcsi.0 + 1wl les o) < Collglle with a positive
constant C'y depending only on dy 2, k, 11 2, f{72(0) and u, and that the equations in (6.11) are
satisfied pointwise. Therefore, the linear mapping T': g € G +— Tg := u € G is compact. Let
now K be the cone K = {u € G : u > 0 in R}. Its interior K is not empty, and K N (—K) = {0}.
We claim that, if g € K\ {0}, then v € K. Indeed, by using the equality B(u,z) = (g, z)
with z := 4~ = max(—u,0) € H, one has

lo

0
/l(dl((u_)')2+(Ad1u2f{(O))(u_)Q)/0 (da((u™)") - (A—dop® = £3(0)) (u™)?) = {g,u™) 20,
—i1
hence v~ = 0, that is, v > 0 in R. From the strong elliptic maximum principle and the Hopf
lemma, together with the fact that ¢ ># 0, one concludes that v > 0 in [—l;,ls] and then
in R by periodicity. Therefore, T(K\{0}) C K. As for (4.5), one then infers from the Krein-
Rutman theory the existence and uniqueness of a principal eigenpair (A, ) solving (6.9). We
then call A(u) this principal eigenvalue A. Notice that, for each patch I C R, the function |7 is
then of class C°°(I) since d and f(-,0) are constant in I.
Let us now prove the max-min representation (6.10) of A\(x). Since ¢ € E,, one has

Luy(x)
< o 8

To show the reverse inequality, assume by way of contradiction that there is ¢ € E,, such that

. Lup(x)
M) < mf = )

Then there exists n > 0 such that
—d(2)¢" (@) + 2d(@)pg (x) — (d(@)u + fo(,0))p(@) = A()p(@) = np(a) > 0 for all w € R\ S.

Since 9, ¢ € E,, there exists © > 0 such that ¢ > ¥ in R with equality somewhere. Set
w = — Y. Then w € P, w >0 in R, w|; € C*(I) for each patch I C R, and w satisfies

—d(ayu(z) + 2d(x ) (2) — (@A) + Lol 0)wlz) — Apu(z) > 0, =€ R\S,
w(az™) =w(@®), [—pw+w'](z7) = o[—pw + w'](z"), x =nl, (6.12)
w(z™) =w(z™), ol—pw+w')(z7) = [—pw + w'|(z 1), z=nl+l,

w is periodic,

and there exists zp € R such that w(zg) = 0. The point xp can not belong to R\ S because
of the strict inequality in the first line of (6.12). Therefore, w > 0 in R\ S and z¢p € S. The
Hopf lemma then implies that w'(zf) > 0 and w'(z;) < 0, with w(z¢) = 0, contradicting the
interface conditions in (6.12). One has then reached a contradiction. Hence,

Ly (x)
ACERT e

The max-min characterization (6.10) of A(u) follows, and the supremum is a maximum since
Ve E,.

Next, we prove the concavity of the function p + A(u). With the change of functions
Y(z) = e**1P(x) in (6.10), one has

Lop(w) _ —d@p(x) o
o) T g w0 frelleeRAS
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hence

A(p) = max inf
() beE, veR\S

~_fs(x70)>7 (613)

where

E, = {¢YeC:axw ey(z) € P, 9|7 € C*(I) for each patch I C R, ¢ > 0 in R,
¢ satisfies the interface conditions in (2.13)}.

Consider any real numbers p; and pg, and any t € [0,1], and set u = tug + (1 —t)u2. One has
to verify that A(u) > tA(s1) 4+ (1 — t)A(uz). Let vy and v be arbitrarily chosen in £, and Em,
respectively. Define z; = In {El, zo =1n wg, z=1tz1+(1—1t)z2 and zp = e*. We claim that 1/1 € E,.
In fact, since 1/) ¢t¢% ¢ then @Z) € C and 1/J|I € C%(I) for each patch I C R. Furthermore,
the function z — %) (z) = “1$¢1@ “2“"1#2( ))1~ t 15 perlodlc and the flux conditions
in (2.13) can be easily derived from ¢’ = (1/11 U = N+ (1 — )y Yt in R\ S
and from the fact that both ¢ € Em and 1y € E#Q satisfy the interface conditions in (2.13).
Therefore, by (6.13) we have

: —d(z)y" ()

A(p) > mg]é{g ({/;(x) - fs(l‘,O)> :

Notice that, for each z € R\ S, one has —d(z)¢" () /¢(x) = —d(z)2" (x) — d(z)(2'(x))?, and

(2'(2))? =(tz1(2) + (1 = t)zp(@))? = t(z1(2))? + (1 = 1) (25(2))? = t(1 = 1) (21 (2) — 25(2))?
<t(z1(2))” + (1 = t)(z5(2))?,

hence

—d()y" (x)

= — fs(z,0) > —d(x)2! (z) — d(x) (2 ()% — fs(z,0
@) fs(@,0) > t(—d(z) (x) — d(z)(21())* — fs(z,0))

+(1 = 1) (= d(@)25(2) — d(@)(25(2))* — fs(2,0)).
Eventually, we find that

Lo (Cd@)d @)
Alw) - 2 xéR{S( o) Il ’0)>
ap [ Z@Yi@) P I (I NN
> tzé%f\s< ) fs( ,0)>+(1 t)gceR{S( T2(@) fs( 0)>

Since 1;1 and 1’/;2 were arbitrarily chosen in Em and EMQ respectively, one infers from (6.13)
that A(u) > tA\(u1) + (1 — t)A(p2). That is, g — A(p) is concave in R, which also yields the
continuity of this function. Lastly, we also observe that the problem (6.9) coincides with (2.13)
when p = 0, that is, A\(0) = A1, which is here negative by assumption. This completes the proof
of Lemma 6.2. O

Since for each ¢ > 0 the linear operator L, ; defined by (6.7)-(6.8) is strongly positive and
compact, the Krein-Rutman theorem again implies that its spectral radius r(L,, ;) is positive and
is the principal eigenvalue of L, ;, that is, 7(L, ;) = e~ Mwt,

We are now in a position to give variational formulas for the rightward and leftward asymp-
totic spreading speeds ¢ given by (6.4)—(6.5) via the linear operators approach.
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Theorem 6.3. Let ¢’ and c* be the rightward and leftward asymptotic spreading speeds of Q1,
given by (6.4)—(6.5). Then,

¢t = inf AW e AR (6.14)
u>0 U u>0 il

Furthermore, we have ¢ = c* > 0.
Proof. Due to assumption (2.12), and we have f(z,s) < fs(x,0)s for all z € R\ S and s > 0.
Then, for every w € C, and n € N, the solution u" := u"(-,;w) of (3.1)-(3.4) satisfies

up < d(x)ul, + fs(x,0)u, t>0, ze(—nl,nl)\S,

u(t,x7) = u(t,at), ul(t,z7) = oul(t,zT), t>0, z €SN (—nlnl),

un(t,a7) = w(tat), oul(t,a) = un(tot), ¢ 0, z € SN (—nl,n).
Proposition A.2 and the construction of the solutions U(-, -;w) of (6.6) by using the same trunca-
tion and limit process as in the proof of Theorem 2.2 imply that u" (¢, x;w) < U™(t, x;w) for all
(t,z) € [0,400) x [-nl,nl] and n € N, hence u(t, z;w) < U(t,z,w) for all (¢,x) € [0,+00) X R.

In other words, Q¢(w) < L¢(w) in R for all £ > 0 and w € C,. Particularly, by taking ¢t = 1, one
has @Q1(w) <L;(w) in R for all w € C,. For any p € R, one has

LA () (z) == e Ly (y — e "(y))(x) = Ly () (z) for every ¢ € P and z € R,

thanks to (6.8). It then follows that e=*#) is the principal eigenvalue of L*. On the other hand,

by Lemma 6.2, the function p — In(e ) = —X\(x) is convex. With similar arguments as
in [49, Theorem 2.5] and in [30, Theorem 3.10 (i), one then obtains that
—A(w) —
¢ < g M) g A (6.15)
u>0 ol pn>0 )

On the other hand, for any given € > 0, there is a § > 0 such that
f(z,8) > (fs(x,0) —¢)s, foral z € R\ S and u € [0,0].

From the continuity of the solutions of (2.9)—(2.10) with respect to the initial conditions, as
stated in Theorem 2.2, there is a positive real number 7 such that n < p in R and u(t,z;n) <
for all t € [0,1] and = € R. Define

Cn:{wEC:nggninR}.
It then follows from Theorem 2.2 that
0 <u(t,z;w) <wu(t,xz;n) <0, forallweC,, tel0,1] and z € R.
Thus, for any w € C,, the solution u(-, -;w) to (2.9)—(2.10) satisfies

up > d(x)uge + (fs(z,0) — e)u, t € (0,1], z € R\S,
w(t,z”) =u(t,xt), uy(t,x”) = ou,(t,2), t€(0,1], z =nl,
)

u(t, z~ (t,xz1), ouz(t,x™) =u,(t, ), t€(0,1], x =nl+ls.

Consider now the linear problem

Vi = d(2) Ve + (fs(2,0) — )V, t>0, zeR\S,
V(t,ez™) =V(t,at), Va(t,27) =oVy(t,zt), ¢>0, x=nl, (6.16)
V(t,z7)=V(t,zT), oVi(t,z7) =Vo(t,xt), t>0, x=nl+l.
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Let {Li};>0 be the solution maps generated by the above linear system, as for (6.6) above
(LY = LL; for all t > 0). Then, Proposition A.2 and the construction of the solutions of (6.16)
as in the proof of Theorem 2.2 imply that L (w) < @Q¢(w) in R for all t € [0,1] and w € C,,. In
particular, L] (w) < Q1(w) in R for all w € C,,.

Denote by A®(u) the first eigenvalue of the following eigenvalue problem:

—d(2)9" () + 2pd(2)¢' (z) — (d(@)p® + (fo(2,0) — €))b(z) = A (u) Pb(z), = €R\S,
P(z7) (1), [—p +¢(x7) = o[-y + ¢'](at), x =nl,
V(™) = (), of[—wp+¢)(x7) = [—py + ¢ (aT), z =nl+lo,
¢ is periodic in R, ¥ >0, [|[9]|zeom) = 1.

=
=

By uniqueness of the principal eigenvalue of (6.9), there holds A*(u) = A(u) + e. From the
convexity of the function p — —A*(u) = —A(n) — € and the arguments in [49, Theorem 2.4] and
in [30, Theorem 3.10 (ii)], one infers that
In(e=> (W) “Mu) —
¢t > inf e G O Yt ) By (6.17)

u>0 H p>0 il
and this property is valid for all ¢ > 0. Together with (6.15), (6.17), and the positivity of
—A(0) = —\y, it follows that

)

>0 U

ch =
By the change of variable v(t, z;w) = u(t, —l; — x;w(—l1 — -)),% one gets that ¢* is the right-
ward asymptotic spreading speed of the resulting problem for the solutions v(-,-;w). Therefore,
c¢* = inf M
u>0 )2
Consequently, (6.14) is proved.

Next, for any p € R, if 9, is the principal eigenfunction of the problem (6.9), with principal
eigenvalue A(y1), then the function & — 9 (z) 1= 1, (—l; — ) satisfies (6.9) with —pu instead of u
in the equations and the interface conditions, but with the same eigenvalue \(x). By uniqueness
of the principal eigenvalue, one deduces that A(—pu) = A(u). Therefore, (6.14) yields ¢!, = c*.

Lastly, consider any compactly supported w € C, such that w # 0 in R and w(z) < p(x) for
all z € R (and remember that w and p are continuous, and that p is periodic and positive in R).
From Theorem 2.5 (i), one knows that wu(t,-;w) — p as t — +o0 locally uniformly in R. Hence,
there is T' € N such that u(7,;w) > w(- £1) in R. Theorem 2.2 and Proposition 6.1 then imply
in particular that u(27),-;w) > w(- £ 20) in R, hence u(mT, ;w) > w(- = ml) in R for all m € N
by an immediate induction. In other words, Qmr(w) > w(- £ ml) in R for all m € N, and it
follows from property (6.4) that ¢ > 0. This completes the proof of Theorem 6.3. O

Proofs of Theorems 2.6 and 2.8. By [31, Theorems 5.2 and 5.3], together with Theorems 2.5 (i)
and 6.3, one directly obtains Theorem 2.6, with spreading speed c* := ¢, as well as the existence
of time-nondecreasing periodic rightward and leftward traveling waves for problem (2.9)—(2.10)
with all and only all speeds ¢ > ¢*. To complete the proof of Theorem 2.8, it is left to show that
these periodic traveling waves are strictly monotone in time. For ¢ > ¢* > 0, consider a periodic
rightward (the case of leftward waves can be handled similarly) traveling wave solving (2.9)-
(2.10), written as u(t,z) = W(x — ct,z) (with u(t,z) = Q;_p(u(t’,-))(x) for all ' < ¢ € R and

Notice that p(z) = p(—Il1 — z) for all z € R by invariance of (2.14) with respect to this change of variable and
by the uniqueness result of Theorem 2.4, hence x — w(—l1 — z) € Cp, for every w € Cp.
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x € R), where W (s, ) is periodic in z, nonincreasing in s, and W (—o0o, z) = p(z), W(4o00,2) =0
for all x € R. Notice in particular that 0 < u(t,x) < p(x) for all (¢,2) € R x R, that u(t,z) — 0
as t — —oo and u(t,z) — p(z) as t — +oo for every x € R, and that u(t + h,x) > u(t,x) for
every h > 0 and (t,z) € R?. From the Schauder estimates of Theorem 2.2 and Proposition A.4,
it follows that, for every h > 0 and t¢ € R, either u(-+h,-) = u in (g, +00) xR, or u(-+h, ) > u
in (tp,+00) x R. Since u(—oo,z) = 0 < p(z) = u(+o00,z) for every x € R, one easily infers
that, for every h > 0, u(- + h,-) > w in R x R. Therefore, u is increasing in ¢ and the periodic
rightward traveling wave W (z — ct, z) is decreasing in its first argument, and all properties of
Definition 2.7 are therefore satisfied. O

A Comparison principles

In this appendix, we prove comparison results for the problem (2.9)—(2.10), as well as for the
patchy model in an interval (a,b) C R composed of finitely many patches, say I; for i = 1,...,n.
For the latter, which we first deal with, the landscape (a, b) can be either bounded or unbounded.
Set —co <a=xp<x1 <<z =0b<+o0and I; = (x;_1,x;) for i = 1,...,n. Since the
results will be used in the present paper and in the future work [21]|, we state them in more
generality to cover different applications. We consider a one-dimensional parabolic operator

Lu:=u — d(x)ugy — c(t,x)uy — F(z,u), fort>0andz € (a,b)\{z1,...,2n-1} = U I;,
i=1

with interface conditions
u(t,z;) = u(t,z]) and u,(t,z;) = ojug(t,z]), fort>0andi=1,...,n— 1. (A1)
If @ or b is finite, we impose Dirichlet-type boundary conditions:
u(t,a) = ¢~ (t) or wu(t,b) =T (t), fort>0, (A.2)

where o : [0, +00) — R are given continuous functions. Here, the function z — d(z) is assumed
to be constant and positive in each patch, i.e., d|;, = d; > 0 for some constant d;,” the function ¢
is assumed to be continuous and bounded in (0,Tp) x U ,I; for every Tp € (0,+00), the o;’s
are given positive real numbers, and, for each 1 < i < n, F(z,s) = fi(s) for (z,s) € I; x R,
with f; € Cl(R).

We first give the definition of super- and subsolutions of Lu = 0 associated with the interface
and boundary conditions (A.1)—(A.2).

Definition A.1. For T € (0,+00], we say that a continuous function u : [0,T) x (a,b) — R®
which is assumed to be bounded in [0, Ty] X (a,b) for every Ty € (0,T), is a supersolution for the
problem Lu = 0 with interface and boundary conditions (A.1)-(A.2), ifﬂ|(0’T)XTi € Ctl;f(((), T) x
1;) satisfies Lu|o,ryx1, = 0 in the classical sense for each 1 <i < n, and if

Ug(t,x;) > aiﬂx(t,xj), forte (0,T) andi=1,...,n—1,

and
u(t,a) > @ (t) or u(t,b) > " (t), fortel0,T),

provided that a or b is finite. A subsolution can be defined in a similar way with all the inequality
signs above reversed.

"From the proofs below, it is easily seen that we can consider more general diffusion coefficients d(¢,x) such
that d|(o,+00)x1; can be extended to a continuous and positive function in [0, 4+00) x I;, for each 1 < i < n.

8The notation (a,b) covers all possible four cases when a or b is finite or not. If a and b are finite, then
((17 b) = [a7 b]
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The first result of the appendix is a comparison principle between super- and subsolutions
when the interval (a,b) is bounded.

Proposition A.2 (Comparison principle in bounded intervals). Assume that —co < a < b <
+oo. ForT € (0,+0o0], let w and u be, respectively, a super- and a subsolution in [0,T") x [a, b] of
Lu =0 with (A.1)-(A.2), and assume that u(0,-) > u(0,-) in [a,b]. Then, w > wu in [0,T) X [a, b]
and, if u(0,-) # u(0,-), thenw > w in (0,T) x (a,b).

Proof. Fix any Ty € (0,T) and set
M = max (|[ull oo o,15) x[ap)) [1ll oo o.70] xlap)) and pri= max | fillpoarany — (A3)

(notice that M and p are nonnegative real numbers owing to the assumptions on @, u and f;).
Define

w(t,z) = (u(t,z) —u(t,z)) e for (t,z) € [0,Tp] x [a, b).
The function w is continuous in [0, Tp] % [a, b], with restriction in (0, Ty] x I; of class C’tl;f((o, Tol < I;)
for each 1 < i <n, and we see from the mean value theorem that w satisfies

Nw :=wp — d(x)wyy — c(t, x)w, + (u — Fs(a:,n(t,a;)))w >0, for (t,z) € (0,Tp] x U I;, (A4)
i=1

where 7(t,x) is an intermediate value between wu(t,z) and w(t,x) (hence, |n(t,z)] < M and
pw— Fs(z,n(t,z)) > 0). Moreover, there holds
wy(t,x;) > oywy(t,z), forte (0,Tp) andi=1,...,n—1, (A.5)

together with w(0,z) = w(0,z) — u(0,z) > 0 for all x € [a,b], w(t,a) > 0 and w(t,b) > 0 for all
t e [0, To].
Consider now an arbitrary € > 0 and let us introduce the auxiliary function z defined by

z(t,x) = w(t,x) +e(t+1) for (t,z) € [0,To] % [a,b].
The function z has at least the same regularity as w, and z > 01in {0} x [a, b] and in [0, Ty] x {a, b}.

Moreover,

n
Nz=Nuw+e+ (u— Fulw,n(t,z)et+1) > e >0, for (t,z) € (0,Tp] x | J I (A.6)
i=1
with
zp(t,m;) > 02, (t, ) ), fort € (0,Tpl andi=1,...,n— 1. (A.7)
We claim that z(t,z) > 0 for all (¢,z) € [0,Tp] X [a,b]. Assume not. Then, by continuity, there
is a point (to,y0) € (0,To] x (a,b) such that z(to,y0) = minjy 4)x[a,p) 2 = 0. We first assume that
yo € I; for some 1 < i < n. Since z(tg,yo) < 0, zz(to,yo) = 0 and 2. (to,yo) > 0, we see that

Nz(to, o) = zi(to, Yo) — dizaa (to, Yo) + c(to, o)z (to, yo) + (1 — f1(n(to, y0))) z(to, yo) < 0, (A.8)

which is impossible by (A.6). Thus, necessarily, we can assume without loss of generality that
yo = x; for some 1 <7 <n —1 and that z > 0 in [0, o] x U}, I;. Then, the Hopf lemma yields

zp(to, 27 ) <0 and z(ti,z}) >0,
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which contradicts (A.7). Consequently, z > 0 in [0,7p] X [a,b]. Since € > 0 was arbitrarily
chosen, we obtain that w > 0 in [0, Tp] X [a, b], which immediately implies @ > w in [0, Tp] X [a, b],
and then in [0,T") X [a, b] since Ty € (0,T) was arbitrary.

Let us now further assume that @(0,-) #Z u(0,-) in [a, b], hence by continuity (0, -) > u(0,-)
in some non-empty open subinterval of (a,b) which has a non-empty intersection with I;, for
some 1 < ¢ < n. Since we already know from the previous paragraph that @ > w in [0,T") x [a, b],
it follows from the interior strong parabolic maximum principle that > w in (0,7) x [;. If
the interval (a,b) reduces to a single patch (that is, n = 1), then we are done. Otherwise,
either z;_1 or x; belongs to the open interval (a,b). Let us consider the case when z; € (a,b)
(hence, i < n —1). We now claim that w(t,z;) > u(t,z;) for all ¢t € (0,7T). Indeed, otherwise,
there is a time ¢y € (0,7) such that @(to, x;) = u(to, z;), and the Hopf lemma then implies that

Hx(t()amz‘_) < Qx(t()’xi_)‘

But U, (to, #;) > u,(to, z;) since @ > w in [0,T) x i1 and u(to, z;) = u(to, ;). One finally gets
a contradiction with the assumptions on the spatial derivatives of the super- and subsolutions
and u at xf Therefore, u(t, z;) > u(t,x;) for all t € (0,7). By continuity and by applying the
strong interior parabolic maximum principle in (0,7) x I;11, we infer that @ > w in (0,7) X
I;11. By an immediate induction, going from one patch to the adjacent one in the left or
right directions, we get that @ > w in (0,7) x (a,b). The proof of Proposition A.2 is thereby
complete. O

Then we prove in Proposition A.3 the comparison principle when (a, b) = R, still in the case
of a finite number of interfaces (the case when the domain is of the form (a,+o0) with a € R,
or (—oo,b) with b € R, can be handled by a combination and a slight modification of the proofs
of Propositions A.2 and A.3).

Proposition A.3 (Comparison principle in R). For T € (0,+o0], let w and u be, respectively,
a super- and a subsolution in [0,T) x R of Lu = 0 with (A.1), and assume that u(0,-) > u(0,-)
inR. Then, w>w in [0,T) x R and, if u(0,-) # u(0,-), thenuw > u in (0,T) x R.

Proof. Fix any Ty € (0,T) and define the nonnegative real numbers M and p as in (A.3) with
this time R instead of [a,b] in the definition of M. Denote w(t,z) := (u(t,x) — u(t,z))e "
for (t,x) € [0,Tp] x R. The function w is continuous and bounded in [0, Tp] x R, with restriction
in (0,Tp] x I; of class Ctl;f((O,To] x I;) for each 1 < i < n (notice that, here, I} = (—o00,x1)
and I,, = (x,_1,+00) are unbounded), and w still satisfies (A.4)—-(A.5), together with w(0,-) =
u(0,-) — u(0,-) > 0 in R. Set now R = maxj<ij<pn—1|zi| +1 > 0, and let p : R — R be a
nonnegative C? function with bounded first and second order derivatives, and satisfying
0=0in [-R,R], lim p(z)= +o0,

T—+00

N | =

// /
(e di)  llg"ll @) + llellie(oxur o * 1€ lzmqe) <

Let us consider an arbitrary € > 0, and introduce an auxiliary function z defined by
2(t,x) = w(t,x) +e(o(|z]) +t+ 1) for (t,z) € [0,Tp] x R.

The function z has at least the same regularity as w, while z(0,2) > ¢ > 0 for all z € R and
z(t,x) — +00 as |x| — 400 uniformly in ¢ € [0, Tp]. Moreover,

Nz > Nw+ e - ed(2)(2]) - ele(t. )¢ (J2])] + (1 — Fula,nt, 2)))e(o(fe]) ++1) > = >0

| ™
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n
for (t,z) € (0,Tp] x U I, and (A.7) still holds from (A.5), the definition of R and the choice of p.
=1
We claim that z(t,ﬂzv) > 0 for all (¢,z) € [0,Tp] x R. Assume not. Then, by continuity and the
above properties of z, there is a point (o, y0) € (0, Tp] X R such that z(to, yo) = minjg ;) xr 2 = 0.
If yo € I; for some 1 < i < n, then we see as in (A.8) that Nz(to,yo) < 0, which is impossible.
Thus, we can assume without loss of generality that yg = x; for some 1 < i < n — 1 and
that z > 0 in [0,0] x U ,J;. Then, the Hopf lemma yields z,(to,z; ) < 0 and z,(t1,2;]) > 0,
contradicting (A.7). Consequently, z > 0 in [0, Tp] x R. Hence, by passing to the limit as ¢ — 07,
we infer that w > 0 in [0,7p] X R, that is, w > w in [0,Tp] x R, and then ©w > w in [0,7) x R
owing to the arbitrariness of Ty € (0, 7).
Lastly, if one further assumes that @(0,-) #Z u(0,-), then the proof of the strict inequality

u > w in (0,T) x R follows similar lines as in the proof of the preceding proposition. O

The last statement is a comparison principle for the problem (2.9)—(2.10) involving the count-
ably many interfaces S = [ZU (IZ+l2). For this problem with a given initial condition, Proposi-
tion A.4 also provides the uniqueness of the solutions satisfying the conditions of the statement.

Proposition A.4 (Comparison principle for (2.9)-(2.10)). For T' € (0,+o0], let uw and u be,
respectively, a super- and a subsolution of (2.9)-(2.10) in [0,T) x R (with a natural extension
of Definition A.1) with w(0,-) > u(0,-) in R, and assume that, for every Ty € (0,T'), there
are 0 € (0,1) and C > 0 such that Ul 1«1 and ulmx; are of class C’;f;Q’@([O,To} x I)
with Hm[O,To]XI_HCtI;f;Q’H([O,TO}xf) + ||y|[07T0}X[_HCtl;f;Q’e([O,To]XI_) < C for every patch I C R. Then,
u>win [0,T) xR, and, if u(0,-) # u(0,-), thenw > u in (0,T) x R

Proof. Fix any T € (0,T) and define the nonnegative real numbers M and p as in (A.3) with
this time R instead of [a,b] in the definition of M, and the only functions f; and fo in the
definition of u. Denote w(t,z) := (u(t,z) — u(t,x))e * for (t,z) € [0,Tp] x R. The function w
is continuous and bounded in [0, Tp] x R, and there are 6 € (0,1) and C" > 0 such that w| )7
is of class C’tl;f;Z’e([O, To] x I) with

<’ (A.9)

lwlo.myprllcromo oy <

for every patch I C R. The function w still satisfies inequalities similar to (A.4) (with here ¢ =0
and F' = f) and (A.5) (with here the countably many interface points S, and o; = o for x; € S;
and o; = 1/0 for z; € S2), together with w(0,-) = u(0,-) — u(0,-) > 0 in R. Let us consider an
arbitrary € > 0, and introduce an auxiliary function z defined by

z(t,x) = w(t,z) +e(t+1) for (t,z) € [0,Tp] x R.

The function z satisfies similar regularity estimates as w (even if it means replacing C’ in (A.9)
by another constant depending also on ¢), while z(0,z) > ¢ > 0 for all x € R. Moreover, with
the same notations as in (A.4) (with ¢ =0 and F' = f), one has

Nz(t,x) = Nw(t,z) + e+ (u— fs(z,n(t,z)))e(t+1) >e >0 for (t,z) € [0,Tp] x (R\S),

and (A.7) still holds from (A.5), at the interface points S. We claim that z > 0 in [0, 7p] x R.
Assume not. Then, by continuity and the regularity estimates of z, there are to € (0,7y] and
a sequence (Ym)men in R such that z(tg,ym) — 0 as m — +oo0, and z > 0 in [0,t9) x R.
Let §m € (—ly,1l3] be such that y,, — Gm € IZ and G, — Joo € [—I1,12] as m — 400, up to
extraction of a subsequence. From the regularity estimates on z, there is a bounded continuous
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function zeo @ [0, Tp] x R — R such that 2ojg 1)1 € C'tl;f([(), Ty] x I) for each patch I C R, and,
up to extraction of a subsequence,

_ . 1;2 7
Z2(y + Ym — ym)‘[O,To]xI_ - ZOO‘[O,TQ]XI_ as m — 400 1n Ct;:c ([0, To] x 1),

for every patch I C R. Moreover, zo, > 0 in [0,t9] x R, and 2ze0(t0,¥oo) = 0. Since the func-
tions d(z) and f(x, s) are periodic with respect to x, the function zo satisfies (200 )t —d(2) (200 ) zz+
2uz00 > € > 0 in [0,t9] x (R\S), as well as the interface conditions (A.7) at the interface
points S. The previous partial differential inequality satisfied by 2., implies that g, € S and
that 2z (to, ) > 0in R\S. The Hopf lemma then yields (zs)z(to, ¥d,) > 0 and (200 )z (to, Uog) < 0,
contradicting (A.7). As a consequence, z > 0 in [0,7p] x R, hence w > 0 in [0,Tp] x R due to
the arbitrariness of € > 0, and finally @ > w in [0,7") X R due to the arbitrariness of Ty € (0, 7).

Lastly, if one further assumes that @(0,-) # w(0,-) in R, then one concludes as in the proof
of Proposition A.2 that @ > w in (0,7) x R. O
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