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According to the 2019 declaration of Innsbruck on Alpine Climate Target System 2050, member states of the alpine convention acknowledged that "Spatial planning systems and strategies at transnational, national and regional level […] give a strong priority to climate change considerations, including mitigation and adaptation aspects". France translated this obligation through general land use law and Mountain law as it is one of few countries to give particular legal protection to its mountainous regions against the effects of climate change.

We choose three case studies in the Northern Alps to question urban plan developments at different spatial scales (municipalities'plans, intermunicipalities'plans and territorial coherence programs), as well as contexts (high and medium mountain areas) and development models. This analysis shows, from the dual perspective of a lawyer and a geographer, how climate change law is implemented in the spatial planning documents and the capacity of local authorities to adapt and transform their territories to limit climate change impacts. We want to know if this adaptation is incremental or transformational. Anouk Bonnemains anouk.bonnemains@univ-smb.fr Sabine Moulin sabine.moulin@protonmail.com

Main results Abstract

The of Climate Change Provisions in French Mountain Territories

Our study shows that though there is a growing awareness of the particular vulnerability of mountain areas to climate change, adaptation is mostly incremental. It relies on technology and development of complementary activities, and still gives priority to tourism as the single activity.

Transformational adaptation strategy is still in its infancy with a shift from intensive to extensive tourism and a will to have more permanent and residential activities.

It needs to be boosted through legal solutions (Climate change should be identified as the main issue and law shall require projects to be "climateproof" and preserve soils), and financial incentives to renew resorts and maximize occupancy of existing accommodations. Climate-friendly initiatives should be supported and developing other activities (than tourism) encouraged.
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