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Abstract: The authors describe, on the basis of three Spanish collections, a new species of morel: Morchella
iberica, close to the European species M. semilibera (half-free morel), belonging to sect. Distantes, subsect.
Papyraceae. a microscopical analysis and a phylogenetic analysis of the iTS and lSu regions of ribosomal
dna confirm the proximity and the differences between M. iberica and M. semilibera, as well as with M. pa-
kistanica, M. populiphila and M. punctipes, three other half-free morels.
Keywords: Morchellaceae, morels, phylogeny, taxonomy.

Resumen: los autores describen, en base a tres recolectas españolas, una nueva especie de colmenilla: Mor-
chella iberica, próxima a la especie europea M. semilibera (“crespillo”), dentro de la sección Distantes, subsec-
ción Papyraceae. El estudio microscópico y el análisis filogenético de las regiones iTS y lSu del adn ribosomal
confirman la proximidad genética y las diferencias entre M. iberica y M. semilibera, así como con M. pakista-
nica, M. populiphila y M. punctipes, otras tres especies con mitra semilibre.
Palabras clave: colmenilla, filogenia, Morchellaceae, taxonomía.

Résumé : les auteurs décrivent, sur la base de trois récoltes espagnoles, une nouvelle espèce de morille :
Morchella iberica, proche de l’espèce européenne M. semilibera (« morillon »), au sein de la section Distantes,
sous-section Papyraceae. l’étude microscopique ainsi que l’analyse phylogénétique des régions iTS et lSu
de l’adn ribosomal confirment la proximité génétique et les différences entre M. iberica et M. semilibera,
ainsi qu’avec M. pakistanica, M. populiphila et M. punctipes, trois autres espèces à chapeau semi-libre.
Mots-clés : Morchellaceae, morille, phylogénie, taxinomie.

Introduction

The taxonomic and phylogenetic revision of the genus Morchella
(“true morels”) by RichaRd et al. (2015), together with several more
regional surveys from australia (EllioTT et al., 2014), Spain (clowEz et
al., 2014, 2015), cyprus (loizidES et al., 2015, 2016), Turkey (Taşkin et
al., 2016), north america (VoiTk et al., 2016), central america and the
caribbean (BaRoni et al., 2018), and china (du et al., 2019), currently
include 31 phylogenetic species worldwide in sect. Morchella (“clade
Esculenta” defined by o’donnEll et al., 2011), 41 in sect. Distantes
(“clade Elata”), and 2 in the archaic sect. Rufobrunnea (“clade Rufo-
brunnea”). compared with European countries, Spain is currently
the most species-rich (clowEz, 2012; clowEz et al., 2014, 2015; RichaRd

et al., 2015; loizidES et al., 2016), with 17 identified species so far, thus
representing 25% of the global diversity of morels.

The increasing interest for this genus, stimulated by recent pub-
lications and facilitated access to dna sequencing by citizen scien-
tists, further contributes to unveil novel, rare or misidentified
species. Spain appears to be suitable for tracking such hidden bio-
diversity, with the most favourable environmental and biogeo-
graphical conditions (“hot-spot”) coupled with a high density of
field mycologists. The result of this intensive survey is illustrated
here by the description of Morchella iberica sp. nov., which repre-
sents the third half-free morel thus far known in Europe, in addition
to M. semilibera dc. and M. populiphila M. kuo, M.c. carter & J.d.
Moore.

Material and methods

Morphological description
The macromorphological description of M. iberica is based on pic-

tures provided by the collectors, completed by their in vivo obser-
vations. Micromorphological features were observed from exsiccata:
1) in aqueous solution of chlorazol black for spore measurements,
previously revived in 10% ammonia for the observation of natural
colour of hymenial elements; 2) with the double stain “Phc1” de-
scribed in clowEz & MoREau (2018a), consisting in a first staining in
aqueous SdS + chlorazol black solution, then in an alcoholic Phlox-
ine B solution, and observation in a drop of water after washing, for
observation of acroparaphyses and other elements embedded in
resinous coatings; 3) with the stain “Phc2” described in clowEz &

MoREau (2018a), consisting in the mount of mature ascospores or
minute fragments of hymenium (asci) in a drop of glycerin with ad-
dition of a droplet of stamp pad green ink noris® color Gmbh, for
the observation of details of spore surface.

Phylogenetic analyses
dna extraction and PcR amplification were conducted at the

cEFE-cnRS (Montpellier, France) and at ciTaB (Vila Real, Portugal),
as described in RichaRd et al. (2015). The complete iTS region encom-
passing the internal transcribed spacers and 5.8S rdna (iTS) of three
collections of M. iberica, two collections of M. populiphila and 10 col-
lections of M. semilibera, was amplified with iTS-1F/iTS-4 (whiTE et
al., 1990; GaRdES & BRunS, 1993). in addition, the sequence of four
other loci was obtained from the isotype Phc335 of M. iberica, using
the following primers: lR0R/lR7 (28S rdna, VilGalyS & hESTER, 1990),
EF526F/EF3aR (TEF-1, REhnER & BucklEy, 2005), gRPB1a/aRPB1c
(RPB1, MaThEny et al., 2002) and 9F/3R (RPB2, liu et al., 1999).

Sequences were edited and assembled using codon code aligner
v. 4.1.1 (codoncode corp., centerville, Ma uSa). The analyzed iTS
dataset includes the 17 sequences generated for this study, as well
as 33 published GenBank sequences (www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/gen-
bank), representing the five currently recognized species of half-free
morels (M. iberica sp. nov., M. pakistanica, M. populiphila, M. punctipes
and M. semilibera; Table 1 and Fig. 1). The sequence kc464349 dis-
plays signs of poor quality (short and nucleotide differences clus-
tered) and nests as a long branch in the M. semilibera clade (Fig. 1).
we maintained it in the dataset for biogeographical purpose, as no
other sequenced collection from ukraine is so far available in public
databases.

Phylogenetic analyses were performed online at http://phy-
logeny.lirmm.fr (dEREEPER et al., 2008), as described in RichaRd et al.
(2015). 

Taxonomy

Morchella iberica Marcos Martínez, Sanjaume & clowez, sp. nov. –
Figs 2-9 – MycoBank MB 834421.

Diagnosis: ascomata morchelloid, morphologically similar to
those of Morchella populiphila. Pileus truncated to nearly globose,
light yellow-brown to dark brown. Primary crests mostly longitudi-
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nal, flexuous, first concolorous to pileus then darkening from apex.
Sulcus remarkably broad, making the pileus free on ⅓ of its height.
Stipe hollow, brittle, white, covered with coarse granules turning
blackish with age, for a long period not longer than the pileus. 

Holotype: SPain, cataluña, Girona, campdevanol, riparian forest
under Fraxinus sp. and Populus sp., 30 apr 2019, leg. R. Sanjaume,
liP 0001675; isotypes in pers. herb. J. Marcos n° JMM0016 and
P. clowez n° Phc 335.

Etymology: latin epithet ibericus, from iberia, iberic peninsula,
where the species has been described from.

Other collections studied: SPain, aragón, huesca, castiello de
Jaca, under Fraxinus excelsior and Populus nigra, 26 apr 2012, leg.
l. Ballester & J. García, herb. P. clowez n° Phc 181 (liP 0001676);
castilla y león, Valladolid, aldeamayor de San Martín, riparian forest
under Populus sp., with Morchella semilibera, 21 apr 2018, leg. J. Ma-
teos, herb. P.-a. Moreau PaM16042501 (liP 0401128), and herb.
J. Marcos JMM0036.

Portrait: a short-stiped “half-morel”, morphologically similar to
M. populiphila, with a yellowish brown to dark brown, truncated
pileus with mostly parallel primary crests, mostly darkening towards
apex, a remarkably conspicuous sulcus, and stipe dotted with dark
granules, in native riparian forests on wet ground.

Description: Pileus 2.5–5 (7) × 2–4 (5) cm, at first frustoconical,
ovoid to subglobose with blunt apex, tending to elongate with age,
pale yellow getting olivaceous to dark brown tinges with age (Mun-
sell 7.5yR4/4-4/6), becoming dark red brown (2.5yR3/4) in senes-
cence ; pits 20–25 per half-pileus in front view, longitudinally
oriented, broad and sinuous to verrucose; primary crests longitudi-
nally oriented, sinuous, thick, bifurcate at cap margin, edge truncate,
originally whitish to concolorous, turning olive brown then darken-
ing especially at apex, irregularly elsewhere; obtuse, concolorous to
pits; secondary crests rare and hardly differentiated, mostly horizon-
tal, somewhat tuberculose, concolorous to pits. Sulcus conspicuous,
1–2 cm deep, broad, making the pileus free on ⅓ of its length,
white, minutely furfuraceous, wrinkled with age. Stipe 2–7 (11) ×

1–2.5 (4) cm, lacunose, cylindrical with equal or slightly enlarged
base, at first shorter than pileus then strongly extending with age,
hollow, rather brittle; surface white to pale ochraceous, ochraceous
grey when altered; densely furfuraceous from the beginning then
strongly granulose with pyramidal granules darkening with age.
Context white in pileus and stipe, hyaline grey in stipe cortex,
slightly elastic. inner excipulum white, lobate to grooved, roughly
pruinose, turning yellowish from margin. Smell raphanoid and sper-
matic when cut. Spore print white.

Ascospores medium-sized, (21) 23–25 (26) × 15–16 µm (average
23.2 × 15.2 µm), type Ba5 of clowEz & MoREau (2018b) i.e. ellipsoidal
with nearly smooth surface only subtly cracked, covered by
spumosities mixed with small refringent bubbles up to 2–3 µm
wide. Asci 350–520 × 14–17 µm, often with immature or aborted
ascospores mixed with mature ascospores; base snakehead-shaped,
straightly elongate (2–5 µm wide at base) with a subbasal enlarge-
ment and a narrowed zone above, often broken on revived exsic-
cata. Paraphyses irregularly arranged in the hymenium,
230–300 µm long, made of 3–4 elements, the shortest at base mea-
suring e.g. 30–50 × 5–9 µm, the apical element much longer mea-
suring 115–160 × 7–15 µm, slightly inflated at apex, sometimes
fasciculate or bifurcate and then with 2 shorter basal elements (20–
35 × 5–11 µm) and 2 longer apical and subapical elements (115–
135 × 8 µm), all pale-coloured; heteroparaphyses sparsed, undistinct
from paraphyses at maturity (Fig. 7b). Acroparaphyses long, regu-
larly disposed, cystidioid (Fig. 8a-c), made of 1-3 elements, the apical
element club-shaped, 100–110 × 20–30 µm (apex) × 8–12 µm (base),
the others 35–110 × 10–30 µm. Stipitipellis made of long pyrams 1

of broad globose cells (textura globulosa to textura angularis), mea-
suring 35–60 × 40–50 µm, ending with long, 0- to 4-septate apical
hairs (Fig. 9) made of large catenulate elements measuring 15–90 ×
17–30 µm, some with a broad rounded basal cell measuring 40–50
× 40 µm, apical element longer than the others, cylindrical gently
attenuate at apex.
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1 Term introduced for the epithelioid granules on the stipe of morels (clowEz & MoREau, 2020).

Species Collection Herbarium ITS Other loci

M. iberica

PaM16042501 liP 0401128 Mn442334

Phc181 liP 0001675 Mn442331

Phc335 liP 0001676 (holotype) Mn442540 28S: Mn840852
RPB1: Mn850425
RPB2: Mn850426
TEF1: Mn850427

JMM0036 Mn442536

JMM442537 Mn442537

M. populiphila
JMM0054 Mn238921

GM2074 Mn217666

M. semilibera

Phc313 Mn442337

Phc306 Mn442336

JMM0029 Mn436846

Phc180 Mn442330

Phc218 Mn442332

Phc296 Mn442335

JMM0015 Mn436845

Phc221 Mn442333

JMM71403M Mn442338

dP6142MS Mn442339

Table 1 – list of sequences generated for this study (see Fig. 1)
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Fig. 1 – Phylogenetic reconstruction of sect. Papyraceae (half-free morels) from iTS sequences (see Material & Methods).
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Fig. 2 – Morchella iberica, ascomata. 1: Type collection, photo R. Sanjaume. 2: comparison between M. iberica (left) and M. semilibera (right),
Picture J. Mateos. 3–5: collection PaM16042501, photos J. Mateos.
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Habitat and distribution: so far only reported from three local-
ities in northern Spain, in wet riparian forests with Fraxinus excelsior
and native Populus spp., often mixed with Morchella semilibera. also
reported under Castanea sativa in the Mediterranean Turkish coast
(Taşkin et al., 2012).

Discussion

all collections of Morchella iberica studied in the present work
originate from northern Spain, hence the name adopted for this
new species. however, sequencing the isotype at 4 additional loci
revealed that two published Turkish collections identified as
“M. semilibera”, hT213 and hT215, not sequenced at the iTS locus,
actually belong to M. iberica (Taşkin et al., 2012 and data not shown).
it is surprizing that these two collections were not distinguished
from the other ones by the Turkish authors because they form a
well-supported clade within M. semilibera (Taşkin et al., 2012, Fig. 4).
These collections indicate that M. iberica is not endemic to northern
Spain but is also present in the southern Mediterranean coast of
Turkey (antalya), where it fruits under Castanea sativa. Further taxon
sampling and careful examination of Mediterranean harvests of
half-free morels may unveil a broader distribution of the species
here introduced.

in an evolutionary point of view, M. iberica is sister to M. semilibera
and M. pakistanica Jabeen & khalid, from which it differs by, respec-
tively, 7 substitutions + 1 indel and 7 substitutions + 2 indels (Fig. 1
and data not shown). The three species form a well-supported
Eurasian clade much more distant from the eastern north american
M. punctipes Peck and M. populiphila, present in both western north
america and Spain.

altogether, these five species correspond to Morchella subsect.
Papyraceae Jacquet. (type: M. semilibera), encompassing so-called
“half-free morels”, within sect. Distantes (“Elata-clade”; see clowEz,
2012 ; RichaRd et al., 2015). it shows the typical features of this sub-
section, i.e. a broad and deep sulcus (“vallécule”) making the pileus
edge free on ⅓ to ⅔ of its length, predominantly longitudinal pri-
mary crests on the pileus, and a strongly granulose stipe, at least 2–
3 times longer than the pileus at maturity. as in most species in sect.
Distantes, the pileus is more or less triangular-truncated, with nu-
merous and distinct pits (12–25 in front view). Microscopically, the
spores are nearly smooth, a rare feature in the genus, almost exclu-
sive of subsect. Papyracea in sect. Distantes (clowEz & MoREau,
2018b).

Morchella populiphila has been reported from plantations of hy-
brid poplars (Populus × canadensis) originated from north america,
and is supposed to be allochtonous in Europe. it is so far only known
from andalusia and castilla y león (Spain). however, both species
are very similar by the rounded or truncated pileus and the stipe ex-
tending only late in maturity, primarily not longer than the pileus.

Morchella semilibera and M. punctipes share a triangular pileus,
rarely truncated, exceptionnally rounded. in Europe, M. semilibera
has a broad ecological range, and may co-occur with M. populiphila
in andalusia (J.G. lopez castillo, pers. comm.) as well as with M.
iberica in northern Spain. The darkening granules on the stipe are
characteristic of M. punctipes, but may be observed on old speci-
mens of all half-free morels, according to our experience.

Morchella iberica differs from all other half-free morels by more
numerous primary pits (in average 20–25 in side view) than the oth-
ers (less than 20 pits per face), the pileus which is free only on ⅓ of
its length (about ½ in M. semilibera and ⅔ in M. populiphila), and
somewhat smaller spores.

By its small size and its Mediterranean affinities, M. iberica evokes
other small species in sect. Distantes with strongly developed sulcus,
which do not belong to subsect. Papyraceae. For instance, M. dispar-
ilis loizides & P.-a. Moreau (loizidES et al., 2016) has a rather deep sul-
cus (but less than 1 cm deep), but smaller-sized ascospores (in av.
22.7 × 14.7 µm) with an angular profile and distinct striations, and
more obvious secondary septa and aligned pits (type Bb3: clowEz

& MoREau, 2018b). its ecology is also different, since M. disparilis is
mentioned from dry oro-mediterranean localities with Arbutus an-
drachne in cyprus and Greece, and A. unedo in Spain (personal data).

Finally, it could easily be confused with young specimens in the
genus Verpa, for instance V. bohemica which also has longitudinal,
parallel crests. in Verpa, however, the pileus is entirely free from the
stipe, the crests do not darken with age, and V. bohemica is easily
identified under the microscope by its bisporic asci.
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Fig. 3 – Morchella iberica, microscopical features. coll. Phc335. 1: ascospores (aqueous SdS + chlorazol black solution). 2–3: Bases of asci
(stain Phc1). 4: Paraphyses and asci (stain Phc1). 5: heteroparaphyses (stain Phc1). Pictures P. clowez.
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Fig. 4 – Morchella iberica, microscopical features. coll. Phc335. 1–2: acroparaphyses (in water). 3: acroparaphyses (stain Phc1). 4: Pyrame
on stipitipellis (stain Phc1). 5: Branched heteroparaphysis (stain Phc1). Pictures P. clowez.
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