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Introduction

Three
interrelated
topics 

Gentrification
BID, urban regeneration, 

Infrastructure programme
& walkability

Society
Exclusion/Inclusion, 

Evictions, marginality

Media
open letters, media coverage,  

struggle, controversy
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Introduction

Co-
constitutive 
dimensions 
of 
gentrification

Socio-Technical Shaping Discursive shaping 

Public spherePublic space 

(public good, public space, public sphere …) 4



Ambivalence 
the way a dominant media « navigates »  in a controversy

Battlefield
physical (the locus) and symbolic (point of friction)

Community or «Civic social capitalism » * ?

Introduction 

The ABC
media and 
gentrification

«The contemporary celebration of streetscape
tends to naturalize the neighborhood scale
as the primary site of ethical action» (J. Stehlin*)

* C. Woodrow 2018, The Next Economics : Civic Social Capitalism Sustainable Cities and Communities Design Handbook, Elsevier p. 209 234
** J. Stehlin Cyclescapes of the Unequal City: Bicycle Infrastructure and Uneven Development University of Minnesota Press, 2019 5



1. Concepts

2. Setting the scene

3. c

4. The Clash and Backlash

5. Gentrification media metanarrative
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Part 1

Concepts



Part 1
Concepts

Gentrification 
&
BIDs

BIDs are gentrification tools
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Part 1
Concepts 

Transport
Policy Fix

Transit-induced
gentrification

Buffer spatiality

Residential
dissonnance
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Part 1
Concepts

Microtransit
Complete streets

Public space
activation

Urban realm holism
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Part 2

Setting the scene



Part 2 

Infill
development
-
Construction 
boom
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Part 2 

Jobs + new 
tenants
=
Demographic
attractivity
+
Racial change
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Part 2 

Mobility
& Walkability
guaranteed
by Walk Score
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Part 2 

NoMa BID 
Discursive 
strategy

Place/ 
Infrastructure
renaming & 
rebranding

«The neighborhood that transit built»
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Part 2

Roads Tunnels

become

Art Parks

4 underpasses
under Union Station & Red Line rail tracks
International Design competition
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Part 3 

Media Coverage of
urban metamorphosis



Part 3

Sources and 
Methods

Argumentative
analysis

GOALS

CLAIMS

CIRCUMSTANCES 

VALUES

ARGUMENTATIVE
RESOURCES 

Justification for the claim

Agent’s Context for action

Prior concern which
inform the goal (explicit or implicit)

Desired future state 
of affairs to be achieved

Action to be implemented

Fairclough&fairclough 2012, p. 45  quoted in

18Kennedy, S. M. (2016). Urban policy mobilities, argumentation and the case of the model city. Urban Geography, 37(1), 96-116

Corpus: Factiva Search NoMa BID actions 
And DC Council urban programmes : 
150 articles 2007-2021.



Part 3 

WaPo

chronicles a

Metamorphosis
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Part 3 

WaPo

« NoMa is

D.C.’s 

SimCity of 

Gentrification»
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Part 4 

The clash



Part 4

From DC 
police routine 
evictions

to 

BID controlled
evictions

Jan 2018                 jan 2019                   Jan 2020              Jan 2021

DC Police evicts homeless
(as every winter)

BID « puts light 
and beauty » (WP)  

BID Pdt WP Open Letter
urge D.C.Council to eviction

WP Readers&BID resident
oppose to BID Pres.

and oppose homeless winter evictions
=> WP editorial line « navigates »  
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Jasper 

State of encampments :   
bad and worsening 

CLAIMS CIRCUMSTANCES 

STATEMENT

NOMA residents = victims
- from harassment
- from car traffic

Tunnels = connectivity
More ped/bikers

CONSEQUENCE

DC Council accountable
Failed public policies

Not NOMA task

Part 4

BID’s vision

Robin-Eve Jasper 
2011-2020 NOMA BID President
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Along with
open letter, 
BID bans access
to homeless

after DC Police 
clearing up 
encampment
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Part 4

D.C. Council
&ONGs
Vision

Homelessness

Gentrification 

Ann Marie Staudenmaier
Wash. Legal Clinic 
for the Homeless

Unaffordable housing
& Displacement

Housing price is the problem =  Bid is the problem
= The Problem is political
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Residents welcome homeless people 
and share space with tent cities

Part 4 

NoMa’s
residents

Miranda Ehrlich
NoMa resident

• Don’t fear contact with homeless

• Long presence in place

• Can share public space with them

• Not responsible for bad mobility
conditions 
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Catching

The big picture
and its
complexities

MASS TRANSIT – SMART GROWTH

LAND VALUE CAPTURE

COMPLETE STREET PROGRAMMES - SUSTAINABLE MOBILITIES

URBAN REALM PROGRAMMES
SAFETY & BEAUTIFICATION

SOCIAL EXCLUSION
AFFORDABLE HOUSING POLICY FAILURE
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Part 4 

6500 homeless
600 living in tents
> 80 deaths /year

Art Park = Eviction

Real è

Envisioned è
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Part 5

Compassion… and beyond

Washington Post 
role in gentrification backlash

Peter Parisi (1998)A Sort of Compassion: The Washington Post Explains the ''Crisis in Urban America’’
Howard Journal of Communication, 9:3, 187-203



Justin Moyer Joe Heim Marissa J. Lang 

Columnists
are Brokers

& choose
among
many storylines

Petula Dvorak 

Urban contrasts
Beauty vs social distress

Who is (the most) vulnerable ? 
Mobility rights vs right to shelter

Part 5
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Part 5 

WP Ondulating
editorial line 
&
structural 
ambiguities

FRICTION 
POINT

STRUGGLE

SYSTEMIC SOLUTION
Institutions + WP readers legitimed

ANTISYSTEMIC SOLUTION
Emancipatory groups de-legitimed

Homelessness
Rights unheard

BID
celebrated

D.C.Council policy
and right to shelter

not addressed

Homelessness
manageable in gentrified

(=  friendly)  neighbourhood
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Part 5 

Narrative 
assymetries
Or 
Common 
interests ? 

In search of 
a metanarrative

Private interests

Public policies

Human Distress

Inhabitants
views struggle

Controversy

Critics

battle

Narrative assymetries integrated in bigger metanarrative 32



Part 5 

Dehistoricization

No spatial / temporal continuity with former public fights

NoMa stands where «Urban league headquarters and 70’s public debates took place 

Source : Rusk, D., 2017, Once upon a time NoMa. D.C. Policy Center.https://www.dcpolicycenter.org/publications/once-upon-time-noma/
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Part 5 

Just another
tribe

in (gentrified) 
community ?

No more collective struggles, place  to generous initiatives

Don't believe the haters. In the District, friendly neighbors are everywhere.
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Part 5 

Corporate Press
Is 
A Gentrification 
agent

SHADOWING & MARGINALIZING 

• Civil right association
• Governmental agencies

ENLIGHTING & SUSTAINING
• BID  homeless management mix

(Police + Social) 

• « New » community responses
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Conclusion
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Bradley Michael Rink (2016) 

Mobility and the City 
Improvement District: 

Frictions in 
the Human Capital
Mobile assemblage

Mobilities, 11:5, 643-661,

In order to create an urban landscape that resonates positivelywith
elite identity and that is attractive for capital investment and
conducive to its continued accumulation, aesthetics often become
the guiding principle of the elite/capital-led form of urban
regeneration espoused by BIDs.

This fixation on aesthetics translates practically into the attempt to
clean up public spaces by removing the elements that supposedly
detract from the propertied classes’ ideal of a landscape.

While this ‘cleaning up’ project largely refers to restoring and
upgrading the physical urban environment, it also entails a social
dimension. In this case it is people whose presence and demeanour
aesthetically detract from the elite’s ideal landscape.

These strategies embody ‘assumptions about the desirability of
clean, class-homogeneous neighbourhoods’ that are accompanied
by the understanding of ‘community as a collection of stakeholders
– merchants and property owners’

A Human-Capital Mobile Assemblage
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� Socio-Technical public space & Discursive sphere reciprocity

� Underpass = locus of friction intersecting
� obduracy of existing built environment (mass transit infrastructure)
� urban realm / new mobility policies fix

� “The bike wars are over, and the bikes won” (J Sadik-Khan)
� Complete street programmes
� Compassional movement = ultimate step in gentrification

� Mainstream and corporate media sideline political debates
- Over Public policies orientation and performance
- Over Neoliberal exclusionary urban agenda
- Over the incompatibility between smart urban and social agenda

Conclusions
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Questions ?

nacimabaron@gmail.com
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