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The Western Threat to the Lebanese
Provinces during the Egyptian Era
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ABSTRACT

Muhammad Ali Pasha, Wali of Egypt, served the Ottoman Empire admirably both in
Arabia and Morea, fighting the Wahhabis and the Greek revolutionaries. He hoped
that in return, the Sultanate would reward him with another Eyalet to rule alongside
Egypt, but that never happened. Since Muhammad Ali had far-reaching political
ambitions, he decided to annex the Levant due to its strategic, economic and
demographic importance. So he took advantage of the turmoil and the state of
weakness that the Ottoman Empire was going through, and sent an army to the
Levant, conquering it with ease, forcing the Sultan to recognize this new situation due
to European Pressures, and in order to maintain peace throughout the Empire.
Muhammad Ali Pasha’s annexation of the Levant resulted in its exposure to many
dangers as a result of the increase in Western interference in its internal affairs, which
in return was the result of Muhammad Ali Pasha’s alliance with France, who’s
influence increased consequently in the Levant under the Pasha’s rule. This prompted
the rest of the European powers to work on preserving their interests in the region,
which had a long term negative effect on the Ottoman Sultanate and its subjects.

Keywords: Ottoman Empire, Muhammad Ali Pasha, Western ambitions in the Arab
countries, lbrahim Pasha, The Eastern Question, The Sick man of Europe,
Muhammad Ali’s Dynasty, The Egyptian era in the Levant, Ottoman-Egyptian war.
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CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN COMMOUORE
NAPIER AND MEHEMET ALL

———
(From the Herald.)
{70 HIS EXCELLEXCY BOGHOS JOUSSOBFE DZT
*On Board Her Majesty’s Ship Powerfal,
Alexsndria, Nov. 23,

* The presnt lotter will be delivared to you by Captain
Mxuntoll, who is an old acquaintance ef his Highness Me-
Rtmet Ali. T have obarged him to beg his Highnom fo zead
Back all the Emirs and Sheikby of Lebanon, who wers seat
to Alexcndris in the month of July by order of the anthe-
Tities of Byria. Tho chief part of thess UADApPY BeTIORE
wera taken wpon the mere suspicion that thay had expressed
discorteat, and that enly from the instigation of the late
Emir Bachir, whors government was anything but just and
moderate, and who ended by detaching himself from the camne
of Mehomet Al

“The further detomtion of thew unfortnnate indiriduals
©An Bave no faveurable effect at present, Lebancn is now
eatirely fres, completoly armed, snd, whatever may arrive to
other parts of Syrix, will never again become dependent npon
the Gore: Mehemet All.

© Mehemet &3 no deubt is aware of the wish of the Allies
15 arsure him the hereditary gavernment of Egypt,and if his
Fighress will permit am old seaman to suggest to bim a
simple means for reconciling himself with the Sultan aad tke
Alliez, he would beg hima to give up immediately, and without
azy cenditions, the Otomaz flect, and to witkdraw his troops
from Syria. The avils of war wonld then cesse, his Highuess
weuld have ample and satisfaotory occupation in his latter
Jears in caltirating the arts of peace,and in sattlicg, probbly
nponnew foundations, the throme of the Prolemies. TFrom
whathas happered in Syria his Highness will nava seen what
may be dens in & zountry with the government of whioch the
inkabitants are discontented, In » month's time 6,600 Turks
1nd & bandful of marines have taken Saida and Beyrout, de-
feated the Egyptinm army in three different actions, have
txken 16,060 priseners and deserters, have caused all the
‘sea-ports to be evaomated, zll tue passes of the Taurns, and
the mountain of Lebanon ; and all this against an army of
30,000 mes. Three weks aftorwards Acte lell into the
hands of the allied fleet after & three kours’ bombardment.
1f bis Highuess wishes to continne hostilities, 5o will permit
me t6 sk him whether be is sure in Eggpt! Iam a great
admirer of his Highness, and would rather be his friend than
kis enemy. Inthe former case, let us point out te his Highe
Reds for how short a time hs can hope to preservo Egypt in
refusing a reconcilistion with the Saltan, Experience hsr
showz that the Egyptian army in Syria is exuomely dia-
contented, that tha whole iahsbitants ef Syriasrein arms
againat it; that if Ibrahim Pasha is attacked by a superior
Turkish fom, 8ad ome which may be sugmented still
farther, he will be sbliged to lay down his arms. Let his
Highness throw a glauce over Ezypt—all the inbabitants
a3d wsilors sre discontented, tho Vics-A‘miral and several
oficers havo abandoned bim, and sre at present oz board
the (Eoglish) squadron. The Syrian roldiers at present in
Egypt desire to retarn to their own country. The pay of
the Egyptian soldiers is in arrears, end they mourn st not
eing able to provide their families with bread. From 12,000
015,000 Egyptian seldiers, whe sra at present at Conston.
tinople, aze daily fad, paid, and clothed under the eyes of
the Sultan. Lot his Highness reflect upon the dssger which
environs him ; aad if these soldiers are brought into Egypt
with a promise that they chould be disbanded after his
Highness’s defeat, who shall say that Egypt is invelne-
rable! Alexandriz may bo taken as Acre has been; and his
Highness, whe ruay at the present moment be the founder
of a new dynssty, may become n simple Pasba,

“Ihaveths henour to be, &2,
“ CHARLES NAPIER, Commoders.
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