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From Propaganda to Relationship Management :

Reflection on the Conceptualization of Public Diplomacy
Zhao Alexandre Huang

(Université Gustave Eiffel , Institut Francilien d’ Ingénierie des Services , France ,77700)

Abstract: Public diplomacy is known as the “sunrise” of emerging interdisciplinary research. It provides an
arousing widespread interest in academia. The marginal nature of the discipline seems to have made public
diplomacy a large— sense concept. As an academic term that emerged in the United States, public diplomacy has its
pedigree regarding theorization. conceptualization, and institutionalization. This article reflects on public diplomacy’
s conceptualization process and its different stages from etymology and ontology. It aims to discuss public
diplomacy’ s theoretical basis and ontological paradigms in different historical periods of international political
evolution.
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