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INTRODUCTION

Southwestern France is an area well known for its numerous Middle Paleolithic occupations, as evidenced by the
eponymous site of Le Moustier or other major sites such as Combe-Grenal or La Ferrassie among others. However,
neripheral areas such as the Brive basin are very little known for the Paleolithic. Only a few sites have been excavated:
a Chapelle-aux-Saints, Chez Pourre-Chez Comte or Combemenue. We report here a new evidence of Middle
Paleolithic occupation in the department with the open-air sites of Brive-Laroche-Aérodrome (BLA). In a different
mineral environment, these sites highlight technical and economic behaviors specific to these peripheral areas.

SITE PRESENTATION BLA SUD: 1600 M2 - BLA NORD: 1050 M2

Brive-Laroche Aerodrome (BLA) sites are located in southwestern France (Correze). These sites were

discovered in 2015 during a diagnostic operation (dir. S. Detfaye [1]) and then excavated on two distinct .
areas in 2019 in a preventive operation (dir. G. Monin, Paléotime) — :
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DISCUSSIONS & CONCLUSIONS BETWEEN THE TWO SITES

BLA SUD and BLA NORD present numerous similarities, in particular on the knapping method used and on the techno-economic behavior. Local quartz are dominant,
represented by entire chaines operatoires. Exogenous flints are used, exhibiting partial and ramiftied chaines opératoires with different mineral areas exploited by the two sites.
Some specificities exist within each site, such as cores recycled as hammers for BLA Sud and a specific raw material economy for BLA Nord (all retouched tools are in flint).

The use of metaquartzites as main raw materials influence the knapping methods used. Discoid (mainly unifacial), S.S.D.A. and bipolar-on-anvil methods are used to produce
backed flakes (cortical back & a dos /imité). The classical markers of the Middle Paleolithic are however present in the flint series, as often [2,3,4]: Levallois, cores-on-flakes &
Discoid (bifacial). The series can be attributed to a mixed technocomplex [5].0OSL dates ongoing by the CR2PA should confirm the attribution to Late Middle Palealithic.

The two lithic assemblages allow us to better understand the dynamics of occupation of the Brive Basin and their relationships with surrounding areas during the Middle
Paleolithic. The main use of quartz enables us to highlight once again the variability that exists within the Mousterian techno-complex and the adaptability of Neanderthals to
their environment. The techno-economic behaviors identified are comparable to those of other neighboring zones where metaquartzites dominate such as Les Fieux, Le Mas
Viel or Pradayrol [2,3,6]. The adaptation to local raw materials constraints and the diversity of flint identified appear as typical features of these Late Middle Paleolithic sites,
inked with specitic mobility patterns and anticipation of needs. All these sites are included in a wider territory, covered by the groups according to needs and resources.

REFERENGES AKNOWLEDGEMENTS

(1] Defaye, S. (Dir), 2015. Brive-la-Gaillarde, Saint-Pantaléon-de-Larche — Ancien aérodrome de Brive-Laroche, phase 2. Rapport de diagnostic d* archéologie préventive, INRAP. [2] Colonge, D,, et al.,, 2008. Périche (Verneuil- .

sur-Vienne, Haute-Vienne), un gisement paléolithigue moyen en Limoustin cristallin. BSPF, mémoire XLVII, pp. 151-171. [3] Villeneuve, Q. et al., 2019. Etude techno-economique du Moustérien de Pradayrol (Caniac-du-Causse, We would like to thank the
Lot): entre mobilite des ressources lithiques et adaptation aux matériaux locaux, un exemple de gestion complémentaire des quartz et silex au Paleolithigue moyen récent en Quercy. C.R.Palévol, 18(2), 251-267. [4] Brenet, M., SRA Nouvelle Aquitaine and
Cretin, C., 2008. Le gisement paléolithique moyen et supérieur de Combemenue (Brignac-la-Plaine, Correze), du microvestige au territoire, reflexions sur les perspectives d* une approche multiscalaire. B.A.R. International particularly 1. -Bismuth,  G.
Series, 1831, pp. 35-44. [5] Faivre, J.-Ph., et al, 201/. Late Middle Paleolithic lithic technocomplexes (MIS5-3) in the northeastern Aquitaine Basin: Advances and challenges. Q.l., 433, 116-131.[6] Faivre, J.-Ph. et al., 2013. Navennec (Paleotime) for the
Paléolithique moyen du Quercy : comportements techno- économiques et variabilité des productions lithiques. In: Jarry, M. et al,, (Eds.), Modalité d" occupation et d* exploitation des milieux au Paléolithique dans le Sud- repartition maps as well as
Ouest de la France : I exemple du Quercy, Paléo supplement (4), pp. 231-270. the excavation field team.

] Histoire | £ 1 O
ESHE i\ S PALEQTIME P |RAMAT A AN LAMLE\—A

archéologie = préventive ( RPQ/A\ chéologie A ' Brive
Cotires Erommerens Societes Mediterraneennes = £ d248 entreprendre

Préhistorique



https://www.researchgate.net/publication/344401715

