Penser les espaces vidéoludiques comme des
discours sociologigues : le cas des villes
dans EarthBound et Mother 3

Esteban Giner, université de Lorraine.
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MISSING GIRL
RESCUED FROM CULT

A local teenager was rescued yester the location where she was being held
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the location where she was being held
prisoner. Once Ness reached Happy
Happy Village, he searched the cult hall

and reportedly fought
several Happy
Happyists before
reaching Carpainter’s
shrine. The cult leader
was unwilling to hand
over the keys for
Paula's prison cell to
Ness. Ness then bat
tled the false prophet
and won the key,
releasing Paula soon
thereafter. When the
two young heroes
returned to Twoson,
there was great rejoic-
ing
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La patlallte es discours
sociologiques dans EarthBound




"Le décor urbain, pour sa part, a
office de symbole du monde moderi

e et l'activite Iudlque sont au' coeurr des processus de transformatio
elles appropriations possibles” (Filippo and Schmoll 2016:



TRAVEL & SHoOPPING GUIDE

Nestled in a northern meadow, Onett is o
pleasant village with a small-town atmosphere
that is relaxing at any time of year. Spring,
summer, winter or fall, it makes a great place
10 get away from it ali. When you visit, don't
miss the crater south of town.

The Clouds of Threed FAST
One of e grom st FACTS If youlre in
STATE OF THE FAST o ¢ Cound I thd AT Eapjglong - el
RT ARCADE EAZ sk Akhough like 'to night E
ART ARCADE FACTS rpledtinistdpuy. o aeeew o on the town, Fourside
Dusty Dunes Desert whare ~ is the best place to
Fopdation o go. This major urban
Doge ) metropolis  boasts
~Average Tevperatan 72F skyscropers, theoters,
“dors s sk o hotels, department
Mo ) stores, parks and

 etar vates a» ey ey GATEWAY s ampdis e T e DINOSALR

MEN IN . \ REST VAL emonste froe the o e 0 804, Bor #wite - AMUSELIM
BLUE PROTECT frvund on. Todey - ;
BLUE PROTEC MISTORIC LIBRARY 10 o o eerd "
AND SERVE Dot sk Goot’ doaiey Moy e Catewey 15 Poace est S o
o which i © ih source of loa At Vo @ beounfl whe o B

o7 a1 el o5 maps thet they ghe e B U ol

Fasly 2 vatsen Toke yacr e thew e A DA

= the saacis o Sartfarankd m EARTHBOUND

Sunny streets and a year-round mild cfi-
mate beckon travelers to Twoson. There is
plenty to entertain them in town and near-
by. It's o town that should be on everyone's
itinerary. Don’s miss it/

Congenial Customs

SHOP THE FLEA

THREELD

infux of undead habita

Threed was once called the “Fun” copitol
of the world because it is home to the
famous Threed Circus. More recently,
however, the city's fortunes have dipped
due to an incursion of zombies. You may
find the city less accommodating thon in

previous years.

TRAVEL & SHOPPING GUIDE

FOURSIDE

museums like ony of
the world’s great
cities.
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Talk to Goods) +Onett police are infarmous for Talk to Goods)  going on.
Equip § closing roads if something is Equip | *We are going for the world
Check atatu) going on. Check atatu)  record...




Goods  Auto Fight *In the neqt election, please
Defend  Run Awaly qive & speech supparting
kAayor Firkle.

"You beat up the town bullies, punched them out big time, kicked their butts, bit their heads off, spit in their
eyes, and made them wet their pants. Then you forced them to promise not to make any more trouble.
Thank you! [...] However, if you encounter a dangerous situation, please don't ask me to take any
responsibility. I'll be able to avoid any responsibility, right?" (Pirkle, ingame)



« 51 Times

qames.

like this, kids like
you should be plaging Mintendo

+Dan’t let the bayor’s
compliments give you a big

head...

+Mest time, I'll take you out
with my nuclear supled
attack!

POLICE ATTACK
INNOCENT BOY!!

*There i5 no way | can beat

you in a straight competition,

Five policemen, under the direc-
tion of Chief Strong, ganged up
on a local youth who, they claim,
was trespassing in closed terri-
tory. To their surprise, the boy
trounced them all, including the
chief. It was caught on video by
a bystander and will be aired on
this evening’s news.
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« In the old days, Mr.
Monotoli was just a
regular, unattractive
real estate agent. Now
he has the power to
control the police
force. | don't think the
city of Fourside is
better than before. »
(un habitant de
Fourside, Earthbound)
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La segmentation chronologique
du discours dans Tazmily



«owe then, it's tirme for me to return to the

stary.



Tazmily New Pork City
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*Thiz is a hard world H live in now <3
*Howe disappointing.

L'un des résidents de la maison de
retraite, dans sa chambre.

Une absence de régulation du travail
pour les mineurs.

+Even kids are working at the factory
nowadals, you know.

«fou rmust really think you're someone special.
Seriausly, you don't even wark.
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“'espace, comme le temps, sont des produits sociaux, et.que

chaque societé dans lhistoire
sa pratigue. L'espaceest ala:

produit son es

sociale, son praduit; et il estle
social est producteur, c'est-a-C
activites et les contient.”

(Revol 2014:11)

support de la
ire gqu'il donne

pace, le faconne par

OIS le resultat de=cette pratique

oraxis. Ainsi I'espace
leu a-toutes les



Giner, E. (2018). Etre seul(e) sur une fle, témoin de son apprentissage. Communication
lors du colloque « Entre le jeu et le joueur : écarts et médiations » organisé par le Liege
Gamelab et 'université de Liege. Liége : les 26, 27 et 28 octobre.
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e « Parts: Fundamental
and structural
components.

Loops: Functional
elements enabled by
the structure and built
from parts.

Whole: Aspects of
architecture and theme
arising from the
functional elements,
the loops." (Sellers
2017:119)




People, Systems, and the Game of Monopoly

3 Facebook | | M Twitter | € Tumblr Email

An extended clip from a presentation Allan gave on race at the University of Wisconsin,
including an example of social systems with the game of Monopoly used to illustrate the

relationship between individuals and systems. The video includes a description of the system
of white privilege.
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Les designs systémiques des
discours sociologiques dans
Earthbound et Mother3

* Une structure qui formalise les interrelations
pragmatiques et fictionnelles entre les éléments
du systemes. C’est finalement le game design
systéemique au sens usuel. Dans EarthBound, on se
bat avec des policiers via une interface de combat
et la police dans le jeu est une construction
fictionnelle au méme titre que la mairie, etc.

* Une culture qui amene les éléments discursifs avec
lesquels une audience peut jouer au travers de la
structure. Dans Mother 3, les objets, documents et
témoignages permettent d’apprehender les formes
de la sociéeté vivant a Tazmily.

* Une écologie qui integre l'audience a travers son
avatar, les autres joueurs et joueuses ainsi que les
personnages non-joueurs. Dans Earthbound, la
majeure partie du vivant vit dans des villes figées
dans leurs problemes tandis que Mother3 joue
justement sur la modification du contexte de vie
pour illustrer son discours.



"we can create emergent wholes that are not simply the additive

compound of the parts but that e entirely new and mately engac
properties not found in any of S on their own."
(Sellers 2017:24
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