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The “Path” to attain liberation (“mārga”), a central 
notion of Buddhist praxis and thought, designates 
specific patterns of behaviour and methods of practice 
connected with transformative powers and soteriological 
goals. This volume shows the plurality and complexity of 
Buddhist views on the Path found in Buddhist doctrinal, 
narrative and philosophical literature, epigraphic sources 
and iconographic programmes from South Asia. Through 
new analyses—rather than general pictures—of 
different kinds of sources, this volume examines how 
the Path was interpreted, discussed and represented in 
Buddhist traditions of South Asia. It traces the contours 
of ideologies of the Path that have variously influenced 
the formation and development of Buddhist identities 
in the religious and intellectual landscape of premodern 
South Asia and contributes to revisiting modern 
descriptions of the Buddhist Path.

Cristina PECCHIA is research fellow at the Institute 
for the Cultural and Intellectual History of Asia at the 
Austrian Academy of Sciences , Vienna.

Vincent ELTSCHINGER is Professor for Indian 
 Buddhism at the École Pratique des Hautes Études, 
PSL Research University, Paris.
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