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« Apparently there are different
types of dialysis, one requires
having a pipe in the belly etc. »

« I don’t want to think about it, I
don’t want to anticipate, what
will happen. It will be difficult
enough when the time comes. »
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Patients facing the choice of renal 

replacement therapy: What is the role 

of relatives?

• Treatment choice (TC) is stressful for patients with chronic kidney disease (CKD)
(Harwood & Clarke, 2013).

• Guidelines advise to proceed to a shared decision-making (Haute Autorité de Santé, 2017).
• Individual (e.g., way of life) but also social (e.g., meeting with peers) and family

factors (e.g., sharing information) influence decision-making (Morton et al., 2010; Valson et

al., 2018)

• Most studies are retrospective, question exclusively patients and focus on the elderly.
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+ Explore patients and close others’
experience of advanced CKD

+ Investigate how they view
treatment decision-making.

Lexicometric analysis : Application of
statistical analyses on a text corpus

Rhythm of 
the illness

Considering
dialysis

Thinking about 
CKD

Family and 
transplantation

?

Facing daily life 
with CKD

Listeners with
an opinion

Story-telling and 
monitoring

Emotions 
behind facts
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« I hope that when I will
see [the nephrologist] on
the 30th, she won’t tell me:
« We are at this stage. »
[…] It worries me
everytime I go to see her. »

« My son has done the
examinations and he is
compatible but I don’t
want it. No, no, he is too
young, he’s 25. I do not
want to, he has his life
ahead of him. »

« It’s his choice of course! I
don’t think I have had an
influence on him. I haven’t
sought to have one. »« He realizes that solutions

exist and that, indeed they
will be complicated time
but, but times that we will
face together. »

« The surgeon who
had performed the
surgery at the time
was Dr. [Name], not
to mention names. » « It’s a source of worry.

Among others. Because
I always have sources of
worry because of the
rest. »

• According to participants, family has little influence on
TC except regarding living-donor transplantation.

• However, family members do express an opinion
regarding treatment choice.

• Thematic analysis on subgroups could highlight
differences between participants.

• Cognitive avoidance about renal replacement therapy
is common among patients.

• TC does not seem relevant to patients’ life today according to
participants’ discourse.

• Family member, partners especially, face CKD with patients by
keeping a positive outlook on the future.
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