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Brief description

The place known as "New Nisa" is the location of the ancient city where the Parthian population lived.

The site known as "Old Nisa" is the location of the Royal citadel where the Kings were staying and where the main archaeological findings have been made.

Location

Bagyr settlement Etrap of Rukhabad Akhal Velayat 12 km to the south-west of Ashgabat (capital of Turkmenistan)

The two proposed properties are found in the same location, 1500 meters apart f. Area of nominated property (ha.) and proposed buffer zone (ha.)

As mentioned in the serial nomination table, the total area of the 2 proposed properties is 77,905 ha.

The area of the land demarcated as the buffer zone for the proposed properties is 400,300 ha.

The area of the land demarcated as the State historical and Cultural Park is 94,920 ha. From these remains, 2 portions of land are proposed for nomination:

-One is the Royal citadel, today known as "Old Nisa". This is where most of the archaeological activities have taken place.

-The second one is the site of the ancient town, where the majority of the population lived, designated today as "New Nisa".

Excavations by Pugachenkova in 1955 Old Nisa

Old Nisa is a 14-hectare tell surrounded by a high defensive earth rampart with more than 40 rectangular towers. Its contours take the shape of an irregular pentagon with the corners flanked by powerful bastions.

The entire site was built on a natural hill, the top of which had been levelled up and flattened with layers of earth (pakhsa). The number and location of the gates have not been

precisely determined yet. The most probable location of the main and, perhaps the only entrance, was at the centre of the western part of the surrounding wall.

Inside the fortress, the buildings are distributed into two architectural complexes: the Northern and the Central one.

The Northern complex includes the so-called Big Square building in which rooms with different functions have been identified: the royal treasury, the wine vault in the northern part, and auxiliary premises in the south-eastern parts. This is the place where many famous art works of Old Nisa were discovered (Rodogoune marble statue, Goddess of Nisa marble statue, ivory rithons, fragments of royal thrones, and 2700 ostrakons of ceramic vessels representing the archives of Parthian house-keeping documents, Etc.)

The Central complex. Four interrelated buildings had been distinguished here. These were:

o The "building with the Square Hall", o The "building with the Round Hall", o The "tower-like building"

o The "North-Eastern building".

Today, as a result of recent archaeological researches (Italian expedition: 1990 -today), another building called the "Columned hall" must be added to the list.

In between those two groups of buildings, connecting paved streets as well as two water pools have been discovered. Some auxiliary constructions have also been revealed, also located along the eastern and southern sides of the fortress.

Concerning the function of Old Nisa, archaeological researches have proved that Old Nisa was a Royal residence and not an ordinary settlement: "Old Nisa, one of the first arsacid royal residences, but the only one excavated, appears today as a monumental ceremonial centre, devoted to the glory and the memory of the dynasty : a celebration space where traces of daily life are extremely rare" (Lippolis, dossier archéologie N°271, March 2002)

Description of the most relevant architectural findings:

The Building with the Square Hall is the most studied building of the Central Complex and the most important one with an area of about 1000 m2 (29x36 m). The walls in some sections are 4 to 5 m thick. The entire space is divided into sub-square halls measuring up to 400 m2. The building was rebuilt, many times, with certain periods characterized by highly decorated features. The main façade for example was once decorated with eight orifices.

The walls were decorated with semi-columns featuring large ceramic statues placed on the top of at least two of them. Four columns made of rounded fired bricks stood at an approximate height of 20 m, supporting the roof.

Besides this main hall, the building included a few auxiliary chambers. Among them, corridors with floors and the bases of the walls covered with a special red coating, as well as several rooms painted in white were discovered.

The North-Eastern Building is located at the north-east of the Square Hall Building. It is composed of remains of two decorated yards and several rooms probably having domestic uses. This building is sometimes considered as a palace for the Arsacid dynasty.

The Tower-like Building. This is a massive square pedestal (about 20 x 20 m) encircled by two rows of dark corridors, poorly lightened by narrow windows. The upper parts of the construction are remarkably conserved with traces of a rich architectural decor and wall paintings featuring battle scenes. The south-eastern and north-eastern corners of the Tower-like Building take the shape of jutting out towers. One of these towers has recently been reconstructed and a small museum of Parthian paintings and architectural decors has been opened inside.

The Building with Round Hall. This is a square building with a massive central round hall inside, measuring 17 meters in diameter, and plastered with white ghanch (local alabastervariety of gypsum). A round gallery decorated with semi-columns built with bricks surrounds this hall. Ceramic statues were placed all over. The cult-related function of this building is clearly recognizable. However its specific role as a temple, a mausoleum or a heron has not been established yet. 

New Nisa

The fortress of "new Nisa" rises 1.5 km to the north west of Old Nisa. The tell is surrounded by powerful walls, up to 9 m high on all sides, with two entrances, one from Bagyr settlement, the other from the north-west. Its area is approximately of 25 hectares.

Several periods of occupation can be distinguished on the hill: the latest remains date back from the Mesolithic period, but it is certainly during the Parthian period that the city was more properly divided into the two parts which remain clearly visible today: the upper one (ark) and a lower one (Shakhristan).

The general layout of the hill and the traces of buildings are representative of a densely populated town. The Parthian structures have been identified by the Russian expedition as "remains of the fortress", "burial houses", or as "store-houses".

Unlike Old Nisa, life continued for many centuries after the fall of the Arsacid Empire in this fortress. The development of the town lasted throughout the Middle Ages, with a decline during the third and fourth centuries. Then, Old Nisa was annexed by the Arabian Caliphate in 651 and later knew a period of great prosperity from the IX to the XII centuries.

Finally, Nisa, as well as other important towns of Central Asia experienced common difficult periods: siege and demolition by the Mongols.

b. History and Development

The In addition, some ancient sources (Isidorus of Kharax), mention the city of Parthaunisa, as an administrative and economic centre for the Arsacid dynasty.

From their royal residence (Old Nisa) and the adjacent city (New Nisa), the Arsacid dynasty engaged huge conquests over a very large territory stretching from the Indus to the Euphrates. Nisa became a major city located in a strategic place, at the crossroad of many cultures: Iran, Greece, Central Asia.

At the local level, the centuries BC saw the golden age of the fortresses with the early development stages of its monumental buildings (Old Nisa) and the expansion of its economy. This period seems to have continued for a long time, until the first centuries AD.

But In 224 AD the Parthian kingdom fell. Ardashir, the Parthian governor-general in Persia at the origin of the Sassanid dynasty, stopped the Parthian expansion and conquered their cities and territories. Destructions and decrease of life in Nisa led to its partial abandonment, even if Nisa continued, to a certain extent, to be an important center until the Islamic period (XII°-XIV°century).

More detailed information can be found in the articles inserted in appendix 10. Information on the site history and on Parthian history in general can also be found on the following web sites:

http://www.parthia. 

Chronology of research and conservation activities in Nisa

After 18 Centuries of inactivity, Old Nisa has been rediscovered and is now a mark of pride in Turkmenistan. ii.

Exhibit an important interchange of human values, over a span of time or within a cultural area of the world, on developments in architecture or technology, monumental arts, town-planning or landscape design;

Nisa is situated at the crossroad of important commercial and strategic axes.

The architectural features, the decorations and the objects found in Old Nisa reflect the complex interpenetration of cultures on this land (Greek and roman influence).

The visible remains at old and new Nisa testify of monumental architectures developed by a civilisation open to the rich cultural exchanges of the time and in the area.

The archaeological researches carried out at Nisa since the 1930's reveal the important events which have taken place here, and prove how strongly Nisa influenced the history and the culture of central Asia.

The Parthian empire is known as a brilliant rival of Rome, as it prevented the expansion of the Roman empire to the East.

iii.

Bear a unique or at least exceptional testimony to a cultural tradition or to a civilization which is living or which has disappeared;

The Parthian empire disappeared in 224 A.D, when Artaban V, the last of the Parthian Kings was defeated and killed, and Old Nisa is an exceptional testimony to this lost civilisation.

Nisa is the land where the Parthian kings started their conquests and turned small Parthia into a huge empire of the ancient world that stretched from the Indus to the Euphrates.

Craftsmen merged the best features of ancient local traditions and the influences of Hellenism and Roman art. The archaeological remains and the decorative patterns testify of this lost culture.

Nisa is not the unique testimony, but it is a major symbol of this civilisation which has disappeared v.

Be an outstanding example of a traditional human settlement, land-use, or sea-use which is representative of a culture (or cultures), or human interaction with the environment especially when it has become vulnerable under the impact of irreversible change;

The remodelling of two hills to create artificial levelled platforms, the construction of the two citadels with their massive defensive walls, required the displacement and transportation of huge quantities of soils.

Both fortresses are located at the foot of Kopet Dag mountains, on the fertile plain which extends from the mountains in the south to the Karakum desert in the north. The town is separated from the royal citadel, and the two hills can be seen from one another.

In this desert region, Nisa is an example of good land organisation at the foot of the mountain, where water could be channelled to produce food for the region. Thousands of Roman soldiers were sent to settle in the remote Margiana, in the valley of the Murgab river.)

b. Proposed Statement of Outstanding Universal Value

Crossroad of cultures…

The architecture of Parthian Nisa is comparable to other complexes of the same period, with square buildings surrounded by corridors, courtyard buildings, and a round hall.

However, a detailed study of the remains reveals specific combinations of architectural styles, with the wide use of Hellenistic elements, such as the ancient Greek order system, and the inclusion of classic sculptural compositions into the architecture. The royal fortresscity of Old Nisa comprised palaces, temples and tombs.

Objects found in Old Nisa also depict the exposure of this empire to other oriental and western cultures. The antique art of Turkmenistan, which reached a high degree of sophistication during the period of existence of the Parthian empire, reveals the complex interpenetration of the different world cultures on this land. Turkmenistan, with its famous Silk Roads, is often referred to as "the crossroads of history". This art merged the best features of ancient local traditions and influences of Hellenism with Roman art.

A unique site where the Parthian remains appear clearly…

With its tell surrounded by high defensive earthen ramparts, and its impressive palace Parthian in its main architectural and art features, was an arab city. Ctesiphon, the main arsacid capital in Mesopotamia mentioned by classical historians, is still not known definitely.

In any case all these cities, in the west part of the empire (Mesopotamia) were not the first royal places of the Parthian empire, for the earliest capital and residence of the Arsacids was of course in Parthia: Old Nisa is the only one royal arsacid foundation until now scientifically and systematically (even if still partially) investigated and documented. Here we know a complex of buildings, all of royal foundations, dated a little later than the earliest years of the Arsacid state's formation.

What therefore makes Old Nisa so interesting and unique is that it was built at dawn of Parthian culture and destroyed when Parthia left the political arena.

What also reveals the importance of Old Nisa is its ancient function: in spite of its powerful defence-walls and topographical strong position, Old Nisa was not just a fortress or a fortified residence but a monumental ceremonial centre for glorifying the Arsacid dynasty. It was a sacred city of Parthian kings. The exceptional variety of architectural features (in plan and in decoration) testifies the coexistence of different cultural traditions, as for example the royal cult of Seleucids (Greco-Macedonians) together with other typically Iranian or autonomous cultural forms.

Setting and size

The 

Architecture

When looking closer at the architecture, some elements revealed in Nisa can be compared to other similar features. This can easily be explained by the fact that Parthia was influenced by many other cultures. But the result is different from other architectures found in Mesopotamia (monuments of Khatra, Ashur and Babylon in present Irak) or Seistan (Kuhi-Hoja). Structurally speaking first, we can note that the buildings in Khatra and Ashur were roofed by an evolved composition of spacious vaulted iwans. In Nisa, a different building system using ceiling beams was used to cover large spaces.

Some layout principles are also inherited from the local building culture. One example is the colonnade surrounding the courtyard of the Square House. Such a spatial organization (a courtyard encircled by columns along the perimeter) will last in Parthian architecture till the early centuries AD. Columned porticoes encircle courtyards in the palaces of Ashur and Nippur and appear also in the decor of sanctuaries and necropolis of Dura-Europos.

Scientists who have explored these architectures consider with reason that this is not the result of Greek influence, but rather the evolution of eastern construction principles (see:

M.Rostovtzeff, Dura-Europos and its Art, Oxford, 1938, p.42;G.A.Pugachenkova, Iskusstvo Turkmenistana {Art of Turkmenistan}, Moscow, 1967). The Square House of Old Nisa confirms this, and the cradle of this construction system should be sought in the second millennium BC in the territory of Turkmenistan. This structure has nothing in common with the lay-out of the Greek temples as observed on the other Parthian cities.

Materials and ornaments

To embellish the monumental volumes, high relief images placed on orthostatic slabs were widely used in Dura Europos, but in Nisa, the same types of rooms are rather decorated with painted sculptures made of burnt clay. Nisa is also made of earth in its different forms (mud and fired bricks, terracotta), while other materials such as dressed stones can be found in Khatra.

To conclude, we can say that many antique cities of the Central Asian region founded after Greek-Macedonian expansion bear obvious traces of Hellenic culture. This is particularly noticeable in the Parthian monuments, where the Greek-Roman factor is brought to the forefront. The Parthian towns situated closer to the boundary of the Roman empire have undergone more influence of the building culture from Ancient Rome.

Thus, in its architecture, Old Nisa, unlike the western Parthian cities where the Greek-Roman elements dominate, is an achieved symbiosis of western (European) and eastern cultures. The volumes and lay-out of Nisa buildings is of rooted local origin, while the decoration elements (bases of columns, capitals, metopes, friezes, style of the sculptural and pictorial images, etc...) are Greek in essence. At Old Nisa, it is considered that half of the site is still untouched, and is therefore protected by the tell. In New Nisa, the archaeological campaigns where reduced to punctual small scale trenches and most of the archaeological resources are remaining underground, naturally sheltered from any environmental and human threats.

Conservation

The site has not been altered by severe restoration campaigns as it often occurred in the region. Some obvious additions have been made in order to better channel the visitors, such as a concrete platform at the entrance, and a path made of concrete slabs. These additions do not harm the archaeological remains, and are quite useful, but they are too conspicuous, and disfigure the site. On the other hand, they can easily be removed and replaced by more discreet systems, which could blend more sensitively with the landscape.

Another critique to recent conservation activities is the addition of burnt bricks on the ancient brick columns. This partial reconstruction was only meant to reinforce the remaining original base, exposed to the rains and frost, and to discourage the visitors who wanted to climb on them. The result is technically efficient, but visually intrusive, because the new bricks are yellowish, while the original ones are red. This can also easily be arranged with the application of a simple earth slurry on the new bricks. The added layers can also be dismantled if needed.

4

State of Conservation

& Factors affecting the Property

a. Present state of conservation

The site was abandoned almost 18 Centuries ago, and is therefore in a ruined state.

However, the visitor can still appreciate the size of the high defensive earthen ramparts, and clearly read the layout and the architecture of this Parthian citadel without being confused by additions from other periods. In an archaeological perspective, the site is well preserved.

The site has not only been weakened by the passage of time, but also from insufficiently planned studies. Recent international excavations have unfortunately accelerated the decay of the remaining architectural features (see chronology of archaeological research in chapter 2b). Although it is legally compulsory for all archaeological teams to conserve any site they dig in Turkmenistan, they often do not consider conservation as a priority, or simply do not provide time for it during their short field campaigns.

On their side, the Turkmen authorities do not have the necessary financial means to undertake all the necessary post-excavation conservation works.

But the situation is gradually changing. Remedial work has begun, under the supervision of the Ministry of Culture, which has appointed qualified staff on site and a small annual operating budget. The Italian archaeological team of Turin is also trying to fulfil its obligations in terms of conservation, and is providing some funding (app. 1000 US$/year) to the DPM to undertake conservation works.

In addition, the UNESCO Tehran Cluster Office and CRATerre-ENSAG have provided training and an equipped laboratory in 2005 to test all the soils used for conservation activities (brick moulding, mortars and plasters).

In 2002, the American Ambassador's Fund for Cultural Preservation granted US$ 9.400 to implement a project for conservation and reconstruction of Nisa wall-paintings, and organization of the site museum on Nisa art.

But important efforts are still required to set-up an efficient preventive maintenance scheme that will ensure the survival of the recently excavated parts of the site. Funds are missing, and the necessary equipment is still lacking.

However, the nomination process has given the opportunity to discuss these issues with the concerned parties, mainly with the two archaeological teams operating on the site. They are fully conscious of the threat, and they are ready to participate more in the conservation effort, and adhere to the international rules and standards in terms of conservation. This nomination process has also placed the DPM in a better position to defend their position, and oblige all stakeholders to work under the guidance of a common Management Plan. The main goal of the management plan is to reach better balance between archaeology and conservation, to avoid the complete destruction of the site.

b. Factors affecting the property

The main factor affecting the property is the humidity, which gradually erodes all the exposed parts. The ramparts are less affected than the recently exposed archaeological remains, which are very fragile. The following are the major threats to this site (in order of priority).

- The chaotic topography of the excavated area is a major cause of deterioration as proper drainage of rain waters is actually impossible.

Photo by Jérôme Gaslain (http://www.cais-soas.com/CAIS/Archaeology/Ashkanian/nisa2000.htm)

The conservation of archaeological sites is a new concept, which was not considered before.

Archaeologists have also been alone for many years, and it was/and is still not their priority to conserve "their" sites, because they do not master the required technical knowledge, have limited financial resources and often have no time left to conserve after their campaigns.

Today, the DPM, which comprises several conservation-architects fights for conservation to be seriously taken into consideration by archaeological expeditions. But they are hardly respected, and lack equipment and financial support to implement urgent conservation measures. This nomination process tends to change the views of the archaeologists, who gradually realise the urgency to conserve the sites.

b2. Lack of financial resources

Conservation activities are limited, and the site is poorly equipped, due the lack of funds.

The international assistance programmes (Turin University, US Ambassador's Fund, UNESCO Tehran) have slightly improved the situation, but conservation can not rely on international assistance only, and new sources of funds at the local level should be found.

b3. Inadequate planning

Scientific research has been constant on this site for more than 70 years, but planning has always been lacking, to ensure that the main problems are addressed in priority. Excavating the site to reveal the structures and find new objects has always been the only priority. But the situation is gradually changing, and conservation activities are gradually developing. The park staff, with the assistance of the DPM staff in Ashgabat has already done conservation works. But still, these works have not addressed some of the most urgent remedial works that are necessary to prevent fast deterioration. Drainage problems for example should be addressed in priority, to avoid the absorption of water in all the open chambers.

The management plan is addressing those issues.

b4. Environmental pressure

The unpredictable weather (rain and wind erosion) is an important factor affecting the constructions of Old Nisa. This is shown by the eroded surfaces and gullies in the walls, which are all made of earth. The erosion is also occurring because none of the excavated structures are protected by a shelter. Sacrificial layers of earth and straw are regularly applied as a preventive conservation measure on the structures. This is done in spring and autumn, especially after continuous rains.

Winter is the most destructive period, because the frost increases the negative impact of humidity: The crystallization of water leads to the mechanical destruction of the wall surfaces. Experimental measures have been tested, such as the covering of ancient walls with a brick capping (either adobe or burnt bricks), but they are not really discreet, and it will take another few years to assess their efficiency.

Precise data on the climate are provided in the appendixes. It is interesting to note for instance that if the rains are limited to 300 mm/year on average, 30 mm can fall in one day only. The temperatures can also vary a lot, with yearly extremes ranging from -13°C to +44°C.

b5. Seismic activities

The site is located in an active seismic zone. (Ashgabat was completely destroyed in 1948). In case of a violent earthquake, only the excavated areas would be damaged, but the earthen ramparts would not be affected.

The force of moderate seismic activity for the zone, where the sites are located, is 9/12ths.

This should be taken into account when preparing the projects of partial restoration and museum presentation. However, the small height of preserved walls (no more than 5 m), their considerable thickness (2-3 m), plasticity of building materials and mortar do not allow to number seismic impact among the dangerous factors threatening the property.

b6. Development Pressures (e.g., encroachment, adaptation, agriculture, mining)

The two fortresses are still preserved from encroachment, despite the real proximity of the town of Bagyr, which is surrounding them. The site is first of all protected by the topography of the land, since the steep slopes of the ramparts make it very difficult to encroach on them.

Secondly, the town is also legally protected, and building new houses within the limits of the NSHCP is forbidden.

Finally, the town development plans (see chapter 5d) show clearly that Bagyr will expand on the eastern side, towards Ashgabat, and not around the ramparts. The two fortresses are part of the town development plan, which include the future creation of municipal and tourist infrastructures related to the two fortresses (roads, big dwelling and administrative buildings, hotel complex, restaurant, museum etc.). This will be done with due respect to the Law of Turkmenistan "About protection of the historical and cultural monuments" which guarantees the preservation of monuments and provides limitations for the use of the buffer zone. Building new houses inside the buffer zone is not allowed, and it is planned to gradually reduce the density of buildings around the nominated territories.

Nevertheless, the proximity of Ashgabat to these fragile archaeological sites is evidently a factor of risk. Therefore, inscription of the sites on the World Heritage List will strengthen their status and provide extra protection to guarantee their preservation. The Turkmenistan Ministry of Culture and TV and Radio Broadcasting (core zones) and

The Hakimlik (region council) of Rukhabad etrab for the buffer zone.

b. Protective designation

The site is gazetted as one of the 1300 historical and cultural monuments of Turkmenistan.

In addition, Nisa is one of the 8 "State Historical and Cultural Parks" which have been created to protect the most significant sites in Turkmenistan.

The In addition to this policy, a special Resolution of Executive Committee of the Ashgabat Regional Council of the People's Deputies N 1/61 dated 25 th January 1989 describes the buffer zones which intensify control on the lands directly surrounding the protected sites (see translation of this text in appendixes). The implementation of these laws is ensured by park staff posted on site, and by regional authorities (police, chiefs of daykhan birleshiks).

c. Means of implementing protective measures.

The major measures adopted by the government to protect, conserve and present the site are:

-Appointment of staff (21 permanent staff ensure the protection and the basic maintenance of the site)

-Provision of facilities and equipment to carry out conservation works -The park is also equipped with a basic shed for the production of bricks and stacking of materials, and with a basic office block.

In case of breaches of the above laws (see chapter 5b), the park administration is eligible to liaise with the competent authorities for their immediate punishment. The Park staff, a highly protected monument, has the right to issue fines for the breach of policy and rules of use of the historic and cultural monuments.

d. Existing plans related to municipality and region in which the proposed property is located

The site is part of the Bagyr town development plan. According to this plan, the town will develop on its eastern side, towards Ashgabat, and not around the ramparts. The two fortresses are therefore politically protected. The Bagyr development plan also suggests developing specific equipments in relation with the 2 fortresses, such as tourist facilities and access roads. (see map in chapter 4.b7 on development pressures)

e. Property management plan or other management system

Management is exercised at two levels, at the site level (SHCP-"Nisa" office, Bagir-Ashgabat), and at the national level (DPM, Ashgabat).

The park Director is preparing an action plan on a yearly basis, which is then submitted to the DPM in Ashgabat for approval. But these yearly plans are not sufficient to reach long term objectives. There was no broad management plan with long term views specifically prepared for this site when the nomination dossier was prepared, and this was considered as a threat for Nisa. A new plan was therefore set up for 2006-2010, to ensure a better balance between the implemented activities (i.e. archaeology/conservation), and merge all existing documents and strategies concerning this site. Details concerning this plan can be found in appendix 1.

The following objectives have been agreed upon for this 5-year plan. They are to:

(Protection)

• Protect the Park land and control site uses -Conclude protection/lease agreements with organizations and citizens, to whom some monuments are given on lease according to their original use (mosques, sacred places).

-Renew protection billboards and signage at the sites and monuments.

-Find ways to inscrease protection on site during archaeological campaigns to avoid damages outside working hours (i.e. kids at night).

-Installation of a fence to demarcate the borders of New Nisa site.

-Repair and reinforce fence around Old Nisa site.

-Carry out measures providing organization of excursion route over the Old Nisa site without using ancient walls.

- -Monitor the monuments.

-Monitor the conservation works and gradually improve on the techniques used.

-Maintain integrity of the conserved elements:

block up gullies and cracks;

remove plants from conservation plasters;

repair sacrificial layers of plaster after each rainy season.

-Carry out high-priority reinforcing works on the damaged sectors of the monuments.

apply a sacrificial layer of soil on the most exposed walls -Repair ceiling above the site museum space (Old Nisa).

-Source funding to prepare a drainage plan of the site -Source funding for conservation, equipment and site improvement from nongovernmental sources (international archaeological expeditions, sponsors, grants, charity programmes etc...).

-Prepare a drainage plan of the site implement drainage works to allow evacuation of water -Apply appropriate conservation measures to protect the structures from humidity and erosion (drainage pits, backfilling, etc…)

-Implement research, conservation and partial restoration of fortress wall at the Old Nisa site.

-Carry out conservation and partial restoration of the Square Hall (Old Nisa).

-Conservation of the Red building -Conserve walls of the Round Hall (Old Nisa).

-Implement researches, cleaning works and conservation works on the ruins of the Great Square House ("royal treasury") and auxiliary structures at the Old Nisa site.

- -Give lectures on monuments for secondary schools and organizations.

-Prepare materials on monuments for press and TV broadcast.

-Organize educational lectures on the Park territory.

- -Seek funding to reprint best booklets and leaflets on Nisa, and prepare new documentations to be sold to visitors as a mean to raise funding for the site conservation -Seek authorization and prepare cost estimates to build museum and administrative complex for the "Nisa" Park.

-Edit and publish 2 brochures and 1 booklet on the Nisa monuments.

-Reissue best booklets and leaflets concerning the sites and monuments of "Nisa" Park published in previous years.

-Prepare, together with the Committee on sport and tourism of Turkmenistan, publicity billboards on the Park's monuments which will be erected in cities and velayat centres of Turkmenistan.

-Create a Web page on the Nisa sites.

-Organise a photographic exhibition (maybe at the National Museum) to present the result of past year research in Old Nisa

f. Sources and levels of finance

A minimal conservation budget is allocated yearly to the site for its conservation. This allows hiring external workers, buying materials (mainly earth, straw and water) and paying for workmanship.

Budgets 

h. Visitor facilities and statistics

Only Old Nisa is accessible to the public. A reception office is located at the entrance of the site and there is space for visitors to park their car at the foot of the Fortress. From the parking space, visitors are guided by a path marked out with concrete slabs, which are a bit unsightly, but make the site much more accessible when it rains. This path leads to the excavated palace complex and to the site museum. found. The museum is accessible from 8 00 till 20 00 (in summer) and from 9 00 till 18 00 .

Path and platform

Visitors are guided on site by a path made of thin concrete slabs laid on the ground. They can also admire the ruins from the top of a concrete platform erected at the entrance to the site.

Guide

A site guide is permanent appointed on site. 

Documentation

b. Administrative arrangements for monitoring property

The DPM, under the authority of the Ministry of Culture, is controlling all activities taking place in Nisa. The director of the park, Kurban Ballyev, has to seek permission from the DPM to implement works, and nothing can be done without their approval. The same applies to all archaeological missions, which are not allowed to dig without the permission of the DPM. The site being close to Ashgabat, all actions are generally executed on this site in the presence of a DPM representative. Monitoring is therefore constant, since the site can quickly be reached from Ashgabat.

In addition to this constant presence of the National Director and his colleagues heading the various Departments in Ashgabat, the site is also systematically monitored, and an official form called "passport" is regularly filled, to describe the state of conservation of the site. 

b. Texts relating to protective designation, copies of property management plans or documented management systems and extracts of other plans relevant to the property

The following texts can be found in the appendixes: -LIPPOLIS C., «Osservazioni sui fregi in pietra dall'Edificio Rosso di Nisa Vecchia», Electrum, 10.

- -INVERNIZZI, Representation of Gods in Parthian Nisa, Parthica, 7, in print a. Introduction

The following management plan was prepared at the occasion of this nomination process. This is not a completely new plan. As it is explained in chapter 5e, management policies and plans do exist for the site, and yearly renewed action plans are also prepared by the Park director. This following plan summarizes the existing management documents in use, written either in Turkmen or Russian language.

This management plan was prepared by Mukhammed Mamedov and Igor Zubanov, DPM, and Kurban Ballyev, Director of the NSHCP, and Sébastien Moriset, CRATerre-ENSAG (for UNESCO). This plan also takes into account the Bagyr town development plans. Comments and corrections on this plan were also provided by several experts at CRATerre-ENSAG, but also by the archaeologist Carlo Lippolis, who is conducting the Italian expedition from the University of Turin.

This management plan should serve as a tool to ensure:

-partnership and optimal contribution by all parties in reaching the objectives of the plan the coherency of all activities developed at the site the best use of the available resources proper understanding of the factors threatening the site by all stakeholders, and more particularly by the local community, the visitors and the archaeological teams continuity in the management in case of changes in management.

The following objectives have been agreed upon for this 5-year plan. They are to:

(Protection)

• Protect the Park land and control site uses -The money issued by the government for restoration can not be utilized due to complex administrative clearing mechanism. 

Miscellaneous

c. Key issues

The Key issues to be addressed at Nisa in the near future are: c1. To ensure a better planning of all activities

Lack of planning has led to the situation that can be witnessed today: ruins exposed after archaeological excavations are fast eroding (i.e. Old Nisa Northern complex), and the Park staff can not cope with the amount of exposed structures to be conserved. The various stakeholders, including foreign actors working on this site should coordinate theirs efforts to work towards the same goals.

c2. To set-up an efficient conservation team on site

The qualified experts are in Ashgabat, and they are responsible for all the monuments in Turkmenistan. It is therefore difficult to count on them. The Park staffs have some skills already, but these skills need to be reinforced, and more equipment provided to ensure that regular preventive maintenance is done. The Park staff is working in extremely difficult condition, with very poor facilities and nearly no equipment, neither for conservation works, nor for documenting activities. This makes it very difficult to work, and to be respected by the surrounding community. With better facilities, some vehicles and adequate equipment, this site would be much better controlled and managed.

Conservation works should also be better prepared, with more discussions held between conservators and archaeologists before implementing activities.

c3. To drain the site

The topography of the site, with all the dug holes makes all conservation efforts ineffective. A study should be conducted to elaborate an efficient drainage system, to reduce the humidity on site.

C4. To continue archaeological research, but with increased post-excavation conservation

The northern complex is a perfect example of what should be avoided in the future. The -Conclude protection/lease agreements with organizations and citizens, to whom some monuments are given on lease according to their original use (mosques, sacred places).

-Renew protection billboards and signage at the sites and monuments.

-Find ways to inscrease protection on site during archaeological campaigns to avoid damages outside working hours (i.e. kids at night).

-Installation of a fence to demarcate the borders of New Nisa site.

-Repair and reinforce fence around Old Nisa site.

-Carry out measures providing organization of excursion route over the Old Nisa site without using ancient walls.

-Installation of local drainage inside all buildings of Old Nisa. -Give lectures on monuments for secondary schools and organizations.

-Prepare materials on monuments for press and TV broadcast.

-Organize educational lectures on the Park territory.

- -Seek funding to reprint best booklets and leaflets on Nisa, and prepare new documentations to be sold to visitors as a mean to raise funding for the site conservation -Seek authorization and prepare cost estimates to build museum and administrative complex for the "Nisa" Park.

-Edit and publish 2 brochures and 1 booklet on the Nisa monuments.

-Reissue best booklets and leaflets concerning the sites and monuments of "Nisa" Park published in previous years.

-Prepare, together with the Committee on sport and tourism of Turkmenistan, publicity billboards on the Park's monuments which will be erected in cities and velayat centres of Turkmenistan.

-Create a Web page on the Nisa sites.

-Organise a photographic In course of the year Scientists 14. The SHCP-"Nisa" is the client of all restoration works, and is responsible for the presentation and use of the monuments within its territory.

15. The SHCP-"Nisa" concludes agreements with the project design organisations for development of design and cost estimates, documentation on the objects to be restored, agrees on the documentation with the DPM. The SHCP-"Nisa" together with the DPM supervise all activities of these organisations.

16. The SHCP-"Nisa" concludes agreements with contracted organisations for restoration, conservation and other works, conducts formal acceptance of the complete works from the contracted organisations. 17. The SHCP-"Nisa" supervises development in the project documentation, survey works, which could interfere with the protection policy and the territory of the Park and its protected zones. The Park requests for agreement a project document and a detailed design proposal for planning projects.

Organisational structure, reporting system, economic activity 18. The park is headed by the Director who is responsible for all its activities, stocks, properties, and financial resources. The director approves necessary policies on the divisions of the park, job description and work schedules. 22. Annually, the park submits to the DPM the following reporting documentation: general accounting report, and summary report on all organisational, technical and scientific activities.

Account's reports are signed by director and the Chief accountant. Summary reports are signed by director.

23. The resources of the SHCP-"Nisa" consists of: a. Annual budget b. Special resources acquired from entry fees, for guide service, from selling posters, calendars, booklets, guidebooks, etc... from sponsored assistance, from the other types of economic activities.

24. Cost estimates using the budget are approved by the Minister of Culture and TV and Radion Broadcasting of Turkmenistan. The park Director allocates credits from the budget and from special resources. Persons responsible for material values are appointed by the park Director.

25. The SHCP-"Nisa has the right to organize free-lance guides on the self-finances basis, production and sales of souvenirs, replicas, etc..., provide visitors with various types of services.

To lease buildings, rooms and lands plots belonging to the Park is forbidden.

6. Activity of the Park is directed by the Park Scientific Council consisting of representatives of the Academy of sciences of Turkmenistan, Ministry of Culture of Turkmenistan, Republican voluntary society for the protection of the historical and cultural monuments, and by other interested organizations.

Article 20

The objects of environment related to historical and cultural monuments are protected and used by state authorities for protection of monuments jointly with authorities for protection of monuments and other interested bodies.

Article 21

The complexes of unique historical and cultural monuments, which present a special scientific, historical, artistic or other cultural value, are declared as a historical and cultural park by the decrees of the Government of Turkmenistan. Protection of them is provided by separate regulations approved by the Government of Turkmenistan.

Article 22

Organizations dealing with explosive, construction and assembling, renovation, road maintenance or other operations and activities in the protected zone of immovable monuments must obtain approval from the relevant authorities for monuments protection for performing such operations and activities. The mentioned activities are funded on the account of organizations performing theses operations. It is not allowed to perform operations and activities that damage the monuments and do not meet requirements of its preservation.

In case archaeological layers or objects of scientific, historical, artistic and other cultural value are found by Enterprises, Organizations and Institutions while performing their operations, they must inform the state authority for protection of monuments and stop the operations.

Article 23

The organizations and persons carrying out the archaeological exploration must provide the safety of discovered values, register the archaeological finds and hand over to the museum, library or archives of Turkmenistan and, for the newly discovered objects, inform the relevant authorities for state protection of monuments for taking immediate actions to protect them and stop the works. Persons convicted of breaching the regulations of the current Law are deprived of their rights to carry out archaeological exploration on the territory of Turkmenistan and those responsible for these acts must, according to the Law, return the archaeological find to where it belongs or pay the re-imbursement if the latter is impossible.

Article 24

The historical and cultural monuments, which are used disaccording to their significance and character, and those threatened with demolition or damage, can be confiscated from enterprise, organization or undertaking in accordance with procedure established by special authorities for protection of monuments, and transferred over other organizations, and also individuals to posses, temporary use or custody within territory of Turkmenistan. Owners, users and guards of monuments are responsible for their safety unless specified in a special agreement with the owner. If a person does not provide the safety of the owned historical and cultural monument, or refuses to follow the recommendations of the authorities for state protection of monuments and prevents from scheduled inspection, the person will be given a written warning from the monument protection authorities. Improper custody continued after a given notice will lead to the deprivation of ownership with payment of compensation and transfer over to state ownership. If the monument is lost or stolen the holder or the owner must notify the police and local authorities for protection of monuments.

Article 25

Demolition of immovable historical and cultural monuments is forbidden. Moving and changes to immovable historical and cultural monuments can be allowed only with the special permit of the Government of Turkmenistan for each particular case. 

Acronyms

  DPM: National Department for the protection, study and restoration of the historical and cultural monuments of Turkmenistan NSHCP: Nisa State Historical and Cultural Park Glossary of Turkmen names used in the file Hakim: Mayor (of Bagyr) or Governor (of the Akhal Vilayet) Hakimlik: Mayor's office or Governor's office (administrative structure headed by the Hakim) Vilayet: province; Turkmenistan is divided in 5 vilayets Etrap: Region into the Vilayet Other names for this site: The fortresses of Nisa are referred to in the literature and on the internet under various names and spellings: Nisa in Central Asia © encarta b. State, Province or Region Akhal Vilayet (one of the 5 Turkmen provinces) Etrap of Rukhabad (region) Bagyr settlement (town) Nisa is situated 12 km to the south-west of Ashgabat (actual capital of Turkmenistan) c. Name of Property The Parthian fortresses of Nisa Map 2, Ashgabat and Nisa © encarta Nisa d. Serial nomination table This site is proposed as a serial nomination. It comprises two centres : New Nisa on the western side and Old Nisa on the Eastern side. Both are fortresses located at the foot of the Kopet Dag mountains. They are historically associated.

Map 3 ,

 3 boundaries of the two sections proposed for nomination, buffer zone and limits of the State Historical and Cultural Park since 1930 in Nisa have revealed richly decorated architectures, featuring remains representative of domestic, state and religious functions.

  Parthian Empire "The Parthian Empire is a fascinating period of Persian history closely connected to Greece and Rome. Ruling from 247 B.C. to A.D. 228 in ancient Persia, the Parthians defeated Alexander the Great's successors, the Seleucids, conquered most of the Middle East and southwest Asia, controlled the Silk Road and built Parthia into an Eastern superpower. The Parthian empire revived the greatness of the Achaemenid Empire and counterbalanced Rome's hegemony in the West. Parthia at one time occupied areas now located in Iran, Iraq, Turkey, Armenia, Georgia, Azerbaijan, Turkmenistan, Afghanistan, Tajikistan, Pakistan, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Palestine and Israel."(http://www.parthia.com) Map 10 : the Parthian empire at its greatest extent (© Encyclopedia Britannica) Chronology of Nisa history -II nd millenium BC : earliest settlements in the New Nisa territory Slave society -Beginning of the V -End of the VI centuries BC: creation of the New Nisa fortress under Darius Ghistasp -End of the 3 rd quarter of the IV century BC -establishment of Alexandropolis Parthian period -247 BC : foundation of the Parthian Empire by Arsak and Tiridat -between the middle of the 3 rd Century BC and the middle of 2 nd Century BC : supposed time of construction of the Old Nisa fortress building -174 -138 BC : period of reign of Mithradat I -123 -87 BC : period of reign of Mithradat II -65 BC : first military conflict between Parthian and Roman armies over Corduena -53 BC : battle at Karres; Surena defeats the Mark Crassus's troops -20 BC : peace treaty with the Roman emperor Octavian Augustus; Parthia restores to Rome the trophy signs captured at Karres -61 -122 AD : recognition of Hirkania's autonomy and defection of other eastern provinces -122 -162 AD : 40 years of peace with Rome -162 -224 AD : gradual disintegration of Partian centralized state -224 AD : The last Parthian emperor Artaban V is killed in the battle with Ardashir, the Parthian governor-general in Pershia; fall of Parthian empire and creation of Sasanian state -459 -498 AD : Reign of Sasanian King Firuz I under whose rule the town of Nisa (New Nisa site) is revived Feodal period -651 : Nisa (New Nisa site) is annexed by the Arabian Caliphate -943 : powerful earthquake in Nisa -1035 : Nisa becomes part of the Seljukids empire (XI-XII Century) -50 ties of the XII Century : Nisa is a part of the Khorezmahks State -1225 : Nisa territories fall under the State of Khulagu -30 ties of the XIV Century : Nisa a part of the Argun-khan State -1382 : entry of Nisa to the Timurid state -1406 -1409 : Nisa enters into the possession of Ulugbek -1458 : first seizure of Nisa by Sultan-Husein -Beginning of the XVI Century : Nisa enters into the State of Shakh Ismail -1524 : Nisa passes under the reign of Khorezmian Uzbek governors -1593 : entry of Nisa into the Bukhara Uzbek state -1601 : Occupation of Nisa by Persian troops and entry into the State of Sefevids -20 ties of the XVII Century : recognition by Nisa inhabitants of Nadir-Shakh power -1 st third of the XIX Century : seizure of Nisa by Turkmens of the Teke tribe -20 ties of the XIX -Nisa is mentioned as a ruin activity dating back to the IV-II millennia BC, show that long before the beginning of the Parthian empire, the area of Nisa was already colonized by sedentary populations. It is even supposed that in the first millennium BC a large settlement already existed here. However, Nisa went through a major development in the middle of the third century BC, when impressive buildings where built by the Parthian, who decided to erect here a royal residence, probably the first of the Parthian dynasty. The name of the site, Mithradatkert, as well as chronological indication relating its foundation are known thanks to an inscription written on one of the 2700 administrative ceramics (ostraca) found at Nisa. Mithradatkert means "the fortress of Mithidrat", referring certainly to the king Mithradat I (174-138 BC).

  , end of the Arsakid Dynasty Coin of Arsak I Early Parthian silver drachma. Perhaps with head of Mithradates I He is clean shaven in the Hellenistic fashion Parthian coin with Mithradates II on recto. The verso shows Arsaces, the deified Parthian father Volagases IV Coin of Ardashir I

  one of the major monuments in Turkmenistan, and has considerably enriched the scientific knowledge on one of the greatest world's civilizations -the Parthian empire (middle of the 3 rd Century B.C. to 224 A.D). Nisa is the land where the Parthian kings started their conquests and turned small Parthia into a huge empire that stretched from the Indus to the Euphrates. Nisa was founded as a capital of this empire, a brilliant rival of Rome for supremacy in the Near East. (In 53 BC, the Parthians managed to bring a crushing defeat upon the Romans in the battle of Karres, a small village in Northern Mesopotamia.

  complex, the ancient Parthian city of Old Nisa is one of Turkmenistan's most significant cultural sites. Old Nisa is a unique archaeological site of Parthian period where there are few phases of anterior / posterior occupation disturbing the global comprehension of the site. The visitors can easily appreciate the layout and the architecture of this Parthian citadel without being confused by other wall remains belonging to other periods.In addition, the two impressive historical hills enclosed by defensive ramparts are still visible independently, and the antique cultural landscape marked by the massive piedmont of the Kopet-dag has not changed fundamentally since the Parthian period.

c.

  Comparative analysis (including state of conservation of similar properties)Many remains from the Parthian period have been discovered, scattered on the vast territory of the ancient empire. Among those, some are very famous and to some extent, quite comparable to Nisa such as Hatra & Ashur in Iraq, or Dura-Europos in Syria. Iraq: Hatra & Ashur (on the WH list) The ruins of ancient Hatra lie 105 kilometres southwest of the city of Mosul, in Iraq. Most structures are built in limestone and gypsum, and are a mixture of Assyrian, Hellenistic, Parthian and Roman styles. Dura-Europos, Eastern Syria Dura-Europos was founded around 300 BC by Macedonian Greeks of the Seleucid empire, and was absorbed in the first century BC into the Arsacid Parthian empire. This ancient city was finally abandoned in the third century AD. Since the 1930's, thanks to exceptional results from archaeological research in Old Nisa, our knowledge of the architecture, art and culture of the Parthian Empire received a fundamental contribution. These results started revealing the greatness and complexity of the Arsacid cultural traditions in particular within the land of Parthia (which today corresponds to Turkmenistan), the cradle of a new powerful empire that lasted for about five centuries. Old Nisa, named Mithadatkert by its founder Mithridate I (171-132 BC), reveals the early developmental stages of the Arsacid Empire. As compared to the other arsacid sites, Nisa-Mithradatkert is a genuine Parthian foundation: Ashur is, in fact, an ancient Assyrian foundation, Dura was founded by Seleucus, general of Alexander the Great, and Hatra, even if

  Parthian empire stretched on a vast region, and has left many archaeological remains similar to the fortresses of Nisa. We still lack precise archaeological evidences from other Parthian sites in Central Asia, but new research conducted with aerial photo and satellite images show the existence of an organized network of fortified sites in the southern part of Turkmenistan (from the Caspian Sea to the Murgab valley) along that main road known, some century later, as the Silk Road. Many sites which have been investigated by preliminary surveys on the ground belong to the Parthian period. The Murgab region in particular was densely inhabited in Parthian period, and other example of fortresses have been identified, such as Chilburj and Durnali in Margiana, or Apavarktika in Apavarktikena. They are definitely inferior to Nisa in terms of size (Chilburj is 250 x 200 m), but some of them have several towers and a platform, such as in Old Nisa. Example of another Parthian site in Turkmenistan, on the roadside near Kaahka (east of Ashgabat) Explorers name this site Ragau or Apavarktika. Its present name is Kene-Kaahka. This region is mentioned by ancient historians as Apavarktikena. The Parthian hausehold documents found in Nisa noted, that some products including grapes and especially wine was delivered from Apavarktikena to Nisa. The town is very small in size as compared to Nisa, and the remains of the ramparts are much lower (6 meters instead of 25). Many Parthian sites show similar structures, characterized by a high man-made platform strengthened by fortified curtain wall with projecting towers: structures are almost all built of mud bricks. None of them can compete with Nisa, neither in terms of setting, nor in terms of size and finds, and, above all, Nisa is the best known and documented site also inside the curtain walls. For example, Merv must have been an important knot of traffic and a crossroad in Parthian time, still after the Hellenistic period, but unfortunately Parthian levels of Merv have never been punctually investigated on the entire area of the settlement. Considering the general lack of extensive excavations in these regions, above all for the late periods, Nisa represents one of the main sites of Parthia (we can add of the entire Parthian empire): its royal foundation is reflected by the architecture and the art of the two citadels: New and Old Nisa. Old Nisa, set in the hearth of the native land of the Parthians, has mostly adopted traditional building methods and lay-out principles under the rule of the local dynasty. Architects were also guided by local town-planning canons when they established the Old Nisa fortress. In opposition to the Hellenic Ay-Khanum town (Afghanistan), which was organically integrated in the environment without modifying the natural topography, Old Nisa was elevated on an artificial platform. This platform was obtained after flattening a natural hill which was also cut into an irregular pentagon shape, clearly highlighted by powerful defence walls. This tradition was typical of the native building culture in existence many centuries before the Greek conquest. Some striking examples of high man-made platforms are found in Yaz Depe in Margiana, or in the ancient Bactrian constructions of Kuchuk Depe and Tillya Depe. But Unlike these monuments, Old Nisa demonstrates the further evolution of this building technique. If the mentioned examples and also later constructions of Margiana (castles such as Naghim-Kala and Kyz-Kala) show the construction of isolated buildings or small advanced posts on artificial platforms, then Old Nisa site gives the example of erection on high platform of an entire city with all its inner infrastructures: edifices, squares, gardens, water-pools, engineering systems, etc.

Map 11 .

 11 Historic sites already on the World Heritage List in the region (in September 2005) abandoned 18 Centuries ago, and what remains from this 2000 years old Palace and its impressive ramparts is a tell surrounded by a high shapeless earth wall. The two tells do not faithfully represent the flourishing Parthian Capital with its hill forts, but still, they are authentic ruins which have not been altered by any sort of human interaction. They have only been naturally eroded by the weather. Landscape However, the authenticity remains in terms of landscape, as the visitor can appreciate the huge size of the two remaining tells, and also the positioning of this Capital at the foot of the Kopet-Dag mountains. The land has also remained deserted until today, since the population established a new settlement in Bagyr. In addition, the two impressive historical hills enclosed by defensive ramparts remain visible from one another what gives a very evocative vision of the importance of the city in the ancient time Archaeology The findings of the first archaeological excavations, left unprotected for decades, have suffered from erosion. It has only been a few years since measures have been taken to conserve the remains as soon as they are dug, with some promising results.

  Archaeological excavations without conservation -Lack of financial resources -Inadequate planning -Rain -Development pressure -Seismic activities b1. Archaeological excavations without conservation The archaeological study of Old Nisa began in 1930 and continued until now. But, despite more than 70-years of study, Old Nisa has not received the required protection measures. If all these archaeological studies have allowed deepening the knowledge on Parthian art and architecture, they have caused great damages to previously buried structures which had resisted for more than 2000 years. Every year, new rooms, chambers, courtyards, etc.. are excavated and left open without protection. This still continues today. So far, the director of the DPM estimates that approximately 40 % of the structures have been dug out at Old Nisa. All the architectural elements which have been revealed are extremely fragile, and erode very quickly once exposed to the direct rain. In addition, each new hole left by an archaeological expedition traps water during the humid months of winter and increases the speed of the erosion processes.

  2002 David Berghof (http://stantours.s5.com/tm_rg_ahal.html)Visitors represent a negative factor when they are not monitored by the guides. The excursion routes are not well defined, and many disorganised groups of visitors tend to climb on the fragile wall remains, which represent nice spots for admiring the landscape. A concrete platform was created at the entrance, to allow the visitors to observe the ruins from above, but it is not sufficient. More will have to be done to better channel the flow of visitors in well defined paths.b8. Number of inhabitants within the property and the buffer zoneOn the territory of the "Nisa" Park, and therefore, within the nominated territories, there are no houses, administrative buildings or industrial plants. It is only within the buffer zone that houses can be found. They are part of the Bagyr settlement, which has 9.332 inhabitants. The exact number of people living in the buffer zone is unknown, but it does not exceed 2000 inhabitants. It is necessary to note that the General Development Plan for the Bagyr settlement does not integrate new buildings in the buffer zone.The relation between the Nisa conservation team and the population living in the buffer zone is in most cases satisfactory. A regular monitoring is however necessary to prevent the development of illegal refuse dumps within the buffer zone. The Park staffs sometimes have to clear out the littered territory themselves. Other threats from the neighbouring community include school children jumping over the walls or throwing stones, and unauthorized grazing of cattle. After repeated arrests and penalizing of breakers, these violations became sporadic.Estimated population located within (in October 2005) :

  SHCP "Nisa" was originally established by the Council of Ministers of the Turkmen Soviet Socialist Republic decree dated 3 d March 1980, reference N 111. The precise limits of the SHCP "Nisa" are given in the Policy for the State Historical and Cultural Park "Nisa" dated 1980 and Decree of the Council of Ministers of the Turkmen Soviet Socialist Republic N 202 dated 4 th May 1982. The Policy (see appendixes for full text) states for example that it is forbidden on the territory of the Park : -to implement any sort of economic activity; -to build new constructions; -to use cultural assets for household needs; -to lay cables, pipelines and electric or other lines which are not necessary for the requirements of the Park; -to allow dwelling of private individuals, including park staff; -to guide tourists and carry out archaeological excavation, and all other scientific and educational activities by non authorized persons, organizations, or enterprises, without permission of the DPM and Park administrations.

•

  Contribute to archaeological research on the monuments• Store, conserve and exhibit finds and scientific collections from the Park's territory This management plan should serve as a tool to ensure:partnership and optimal contribution by all parties in reaching the objectives of the plan the coherency of all activities developed at the site the best use of the available resources proper understanding of the factors threatening the site by all stakeholders, and more particularly by the local community, the visitors and the archaeological teams continuity in the management in case of changes in management.

  Develop a new tourist route over the Old Nisa site (offering a greater variety of paths for visitors after 2005 archaeological season) and to other monuments and sites of the Park. -Prepare a television programme on the results of the works of the Italian archaeological expedition. (unless parts which have been backfilled) -Take part in the work of expedition of the Dr. Pilipko V.N. concerning restoration of valuable historical finds to prepare exhibits at the National Museum of Turkmenistan.

g.

  Sources of expertise and training in conservation and management techniquesThe experts in conservation for this site are the Turkmen conservators based in Ashgabat. Dr Mukhammed Mamedov, Head of the DPM, and Igor Zubanov, conservator, provide all the expertise in terms of conservation and management. The Park staff is also well trained for the production of bricks and the preparation of materials for conservation, and for supervising conservation works. CRATerre-ENSAG has undertaken a short training in 2005 on soil analysis, to help the Park staff in the selection of good quality soils for conservation. This activity was financed by the UNESCO Tehran cluster office. Images of the training on soil analysis held in 2005. The new laboratory and skills provided should lead to the selection of better quality soils and the implementation of more durable conservation works.

  of 2002, the American Ambassador's Fund for Cultural Preservation awarded USD 9.400 to carry out excavation, inventory and restoration of the remains of Old Nisa murals. Under this Project, called "Restoration of Parthian wall-paintings in the tower-building of Old Nisa", some parts of the Tower Building were restored (a sector of by-pass corridor and entrance columned portico) and a small museum of Parthian art inside two rooms of the Eastern Minor Tower was set up. The museum was launched at the beginning of the year 2004. The total area of the museum is about 47 m 2 . It occupies the space of two internal rooms of the Tower Building. In the first room (reconstructed) there are exhibition showcases with samples of Nisa murals, architectural decor, original mud and fired bricks, and also few reconstruction of Nisa frescoes. There is also 7 well illustrated exhibition panels with captions in Turkmen and English. In the second one (original) the ancient Parthian interior with elements of original plaster and with details of Parthian furniture can be
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  Old Nisa: The earthen defensive ramparts and the Kopet Dak mountains in the background, seen from the ruins of Old The defensive rampart seen from the inside of the Old Nisa fortress, with the remains of a tower. archaeological remains of the southern complex. The exposed walls have been partially reconstructed and sacrificial mud layers have been applied onto the original walls. Conservation team in action, adding a few mud brick layers on top of the original walls around the columned hall. excavated corridor in the southern complex. The original walls are protected with a sacrificial layer of mud plasterview from the top of the ramparts. The row of trees at the bottom indicate the limits of the buffer zone June view from the top of the western rampart, with Bagyr settlement in the background. The limits of the protected area is marked with a fence. interpretation: Entrance to the State historical Park "Old Nisa", with the ticket office on the

  and date of most recent records or inventory of propertyAs for any of the 1300 gazetted monuments of Turkmenistan, the monuments of Nisa are registered on an official inventory form called "Pasport", which contains basic information such as its location, use, history, value, state of conservation, protective by-laws, etc… These forms are regularly up-dated, and also serve as monitoring sheets.The Pasport forms for Nisa are kept in 2 places:-1 copy at the Department for the Inventory, registration and monitoring of Monuments in Ashgabat, where all pasport forms are centralized -1 copy with the Director of the Department of Monuments, Ministry of Culture, Ashgabat -1 copy with the Director in charge of the Nisa Park.

- 2004 - 2005 -

 20042005 LIPPOLIS C., book review of PILIPKO V.N., Staraja Nisa -Osnovnye itogi arheologicheskogo izuchenija v sovetskij period, su Parthica 5, 2003, p. 3-13. INVERNIZZI A., «The culture of Nisa, between steppe and empire», After Alexander-Central Asia before Islam. Themes in the history and archaeology of Western Central Asia, British Academy Conference, June 23-25, 2004. -INVERNIZZI A., «Thoughts on Parthian Nisa», in Parthica 6, pp. 133-143. -LIPPOLIS C., «Nisa-Mitradatkert : l'edificio a nord della Sala Rotonda. Rapporto preliminare delle campagne di scavo 2002-2003», Parthica, 6, in stampa. -LIPPOLIS C., Nisa-Mithradatkert: l'edificio a nord della Sala Rotonda. Rapporto preliminare delle campagne di scavo 2002-2003. //Parthica. Incontri di culture nel mondo antico. N 6. Pisa-Roma, 2004, pp. 161-177 -LIPPOLIS C., Nisa Partica su Enciclopedia Archeologica Treccani (collana Il Mondo dell'Archeologia), forthcoming. BOLLATI A., Antecedenti delle sculture greco-buddiste in argilla cruda a Nisa Vecchia, in Actes du colloque int. L'art et l'archéologie des monastères gréco-bouddhique du Nord-Ouest de l'Inde e de l'Asie Centrale, mars 2000 -Strasbourg, in press.

  GANDREAU D., MORISET S., Installation of a laboratory and training on soil analysis procedures at Old Nisa, Turkmenistan, Mission Report for UNESCO Tehran cluster office, CRATerre-ENSAG, Grenoble, 2005 -PILIPKO V.N. The painting of Nisa. A new fragment with the image of riders. //Miras, N 1, 2005 2006 -LIPPOLIS C., «La Sala Rotonda e l'Edificio Rosso. Bilancio e prospettive delle attività della missione italiana a Nisa Vecchia (1990-2004) », TOPOI, forthcoming.

•----

  Contribute to archaeological research on the monuments• Store, conserve and exhibit finds and scientific collections from the Park's territory The park staff is able to handle conservation works -The conservators based in Ashgabat can supervise all works implemented -Materials and labour are rather cheap all regional monuments registered and territory protected as a State Park regulations for protection of monuments in place archaeologists now obliged by contract to carry out conservation work. For the teams who do not have an expert in conservation, they are asked to contribute financially to the conservation works by securing part of their general campaign budget for conservation existing skills (brick production and wall repairs) -A laboratory has been set up in 2005 to improve on the quality of materials used Human resources The site is controlled by a permanent team salaries of the personnel paid from the state budget Publicity and information -Close to Ashgabat, visitors can easily come -The site is well known -Several web pages provide information on Nisa -The Italian archaeological team of Turin is updating information regularly -Artefacts and information on Nisa available in the National Museum in Ashgabat -A site museum and guides on site excursions to Nisa for school pupils flyers available and Nisa regularly shown in local and national newspapers and TV Finances tourist excursions bring in (limited) funds appropriate building materials easily accessible. -possibility to carry out substantial conservation works with minimal expenditure (materials and labour are cheap) The park staff can not cope with the load of conservation works to be done -Materials used are not always suitable -Site elements exposed after excavation are fragile -The conservation experts are very few in Turkmenistan, and they also have to look after the other sites Post excavation conservation is not always implemented -Water infiltrating inside the structures -Some archaeologists do not respect the contracts they sign Human and technical resources staff require more training on management and conservation -Poor office facilities : The office block is too small to accommodate all researchers working in Nisa -Lack of tools and working equipment -No computers to store information Publicity and information lack of publications for the general public not enough booklets, information guides and popular literature lack of tourist facilities such as eating places, toilets and lavatories, souvenir shops near the park or within the territory -Site not enlisted on WHList Finances insufficient funding both for large scale conservation works and for regular maintenance minor income from tourists, as the cost of ticket for citizens of Turkmenistan is minimal and foreign tourists who pay more are very few.

---Finances---Finances-

  The concrete platform and the concrete walkway are visually intrusive More than half of the site is still untouched, and is therefore protected by the tell -What has been revealed has suffered from erosion, but has not been altered by inappropriate restoration campaigns exchange of experience in conservation under way between specialists from this country and elsewhere Experience gained over the past 5 years in Merv can also serve in Nisa possibility to backfill past excavations support from the World Heritage Centre -The town development authorities have not planned any development near the two sites everybody agrees on the need for conservation, to develop and implement new methods & technologies of conservation Human and technical resources -Foreign experts generally visit the site and give advice when they are in Ashgabat, even if they do not work in Nisa -People trained in Merv can help their colleagues in Nisa Publicity and information -The site has not yet revealed all its secrets, many parts have remained untouched -Many scientific writings are available on Nisa in many different languages Opportunity to obtain funding from sponsors (Archaeological expeditions, American Embassy, encroachment on the park land at the edges climate change (threat of the rain, snow, wind, drought and frosts) -Significant portions of site excavated without conservation Collapse No financial assistance provided for this site

  objects found there have revealed a vast sum of information, but the exposed ruins have melted away. Archaeological research should continue, to increase our knowledge of the site, but archaeological plans should integrate "post-excavation" conservation and where needed, interpretation plans. This means that time and funding should be secured right from the beginning of new excavation works. Conservation should not start after several seasons of excavations, because it is then too late to intervene.Efforts to present the site and the results of scientific research including artefacts should continue.

  Develop a new tourist route over the Old Nisa site (offering a greater variety of paths for visitors after 2005 archaeological season) and to other monuments and sites of the Park. -Prepare a television programme on the results of the works of the Italian archaeological expedition. (unless parts which have been backfilled) -Take part in the work of expedition of the Dr. Pilipko V.N. concerning restoration of valuable historical finds to prepare exhibits at the National Museum of Turkmenistan.

  lectures among schoolchildren, students and local population about problems of history, conservation and restoration of the "Nisa" Park's monuments. In course of the year Scientists 23. Give an interview to press, radio and TV broadcasting on problems of cultural heritage of Turkmenistan and monuments' protection. and systematize scientific archives of Park: a)Collection archival material in the Central State Archives of Turkmenistan, academic archives and libraries; b)systematization of archaeological missions reports; c)development of scientific themes in the shape of papers or historical references on various problems of the Park.

  19. The Director of the SHCP-"Nisa" is appointed by the Minister of Culture and TV and Radio Broadcasting of Turkmenistan, on recommendations of the DPM. The rest of the staff is appointed by the Director. The Park staff possesses job identification cards. 20. The SHCP-"Nisa" has the following structural elements: -Director office -Department for protection and research of the monuments -Finances department -Management department 21. The SHCP-"Nisa" administration has a scientific committee consisting of volunteers and acting as a deliberative and consulting body consisting of: -Director (Chairman) -Representatives of scientific institutions -Representatives of public organizations -Architect Note: Membership and decisions taken by the scientific committee require approval by DPM.
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Maps and plans, showing the boundaries of the properties and buffer zone e1

  . Maps and plans showing the boundaries of the properties and buffer zone

	reference	Title		Page
	Map 3	boundaries of the two sections proposed for nomination and buffer zone also showing the boundaries of the state historical and cultural park	11
	Map 4	boundaries of the two sections proposed for nomination and buffer zone (A3)	12
	e2. Other maps and plans included in this nomination file
	reference	Title		Page
	Map 1	Nisa in Central Asia		8
	Map 2	Ashgabat and Nisa		8
	Map 5	Aerial view of the 2 fortresses and surrounding landscape	13
	Map 6	Topographic map of Old Nisa	14
	Map 7	Map describing the site components at Old Nisa	15/22
	Map 8	Plan of the Central Complex in Old Nisa	16
	Map 9	Topographic map of New Nisa	17
	Map 10	The Parthian empire at its greatest extent	26
	Map 11	Historic sites already on the World Heritage List in the region	39
	Map 12	Bagyr Town development plan	49
			N 37°57'59"	N 37°57'05"
	Coordinates of centre point	E 58°11'55" More coordinates are given on the map N°3, showing the precise boundaries of the 2 E 58°12'43"
			properties and the buffer zone
	Area of core zone	42,671 ha	35,234 ha
	Total area of core zones	77,905 ha
	Area of Buffer zone	400,3 ha
	Total area of NSHCP	94,920 ha
	Reference maps	(see list of maps on page 10, chapter 1e )

1. New Nisa (city) 2. Old Nisa (royal citadel) Buffer zone Land proposed as WH Site Buffer Zone Land protected as State H.C. Park e.

3 Justification for Inscription a. Criteria under which inscription is proposed

  

		First statement in the press about possible identification of Nisa located on the foothills of
	1813	the Kopet-Dag mountains with Parthaunisa (see: Kinnier J.M. A Geographical Memoir of the
		Persian Empire. London, 1813).
	1853	Repetition of the statement above in the Russian press by the lieutenant-colonel I.F.Blaramberg.
	1882	Russian general A.V.Komarov reported about Nisa sites at session of Caucasian society for history and archaeology. Establishment of a fact of ancient settling of the Nisa sites.
	1888	Definition of date of the Baghir sites (see: Komarov A.V. Transcaspian region in archaeological respect // Turkestanskiye vedomosti, N 24.
	1903	Support of the supposition of possible localization of of Parthaunisa in the Bagir settlement.
	1913	Prof.V.V.Bartold mentioned about Nisa past it his work on irrigation history of Turkmenistan
		Investigations of the TURKMENKULT (A.A.Marushchenko). This period is marked by
	1936	documentary verification of the fact that the ancient site of Old Nisa is dated to the Arsacid
		period, and by the discovery of monumental architectural buildings as well.
	1946 to 1967 and 1975	Investigations of YuTAKE (South-Turkmenistan Archaeological Complex Expedition. This period includes large-scale excavations, followed by many important discoveries (ostraca, rhytons, sculpture) and full archaeological examination of the Big Square House.
	1980	NSCHP -Legal protective measures
		Study of the main constructions in the Central Complex (Old Nisa). These studies were
		implemented by the Parthian Expedition (headed by V.N.Pilipko) under the Institute of
		History of the Academy of Sciences of TSSR, Joint Expedition of the Institute of Archaeology
	1991	of the Academy of Sciences of USSR, Turkmen and Moscow State Universities under the
		direction of G.A.Koshelenko, and Joint Expedition of Lenigrad Branch of the Institute of
		Archaeology of the Academy of Sciences of USSR and YuTAKE under the general supervision of
		V.M.Masson.
		Continued excavations of the North-Eastern Building and Tower Building have been carried
	1992-2005	out by the Institute of Archaeology of the Russian Academy of Sciences headed by
		V.N.Pilipko.
		Italian expedition, University of Turin, Archaeological and excavation centre for mid-Orient
	1990 to 2005	and Asia of Turin. Under the direction of professor A.Invernizzi until 2001 and then Carlo Lippolis. Archaeological Researches and Excavation on the Round Hall and so-called
		"Columned Temple" (to the north of the Round Hall).
	1992	Italian group headed by A.Invernizzi completed topographical survey of the Old Nisa site
	2001	First conservation interventions
	2003	Building of a small site museum Conservation by Turkmen professionals
	2004	List of the 100 most endangered site Conservation by Turkmen professionals
	2005	Installation of a laboratory for soil analysis Conservation by Turkmen professionals

1915 Transcaspian circle of archaeology-and history-lovers published the List of the interesting in historical respect monuments of the Transcaspian region, where New Nisa was mentioned 1923 The Nisa sites were incribed on the first Soviet List of the most important historical and archaeological objects and registered by the State 1930 to 1936 First planned excavation works at both sites of Nisa carried out by the expedition of TURKMENKULT (Scientific Research Institute for Turkmenistan Culture) under supervision of A.S.Bashkirov and with participation of A.A.Marushchenko. These works marked the beginning of long archaeological researches of these objects.

Key indicators for measuring state of conservation

  

	Indicator	Periodicity	Location of Records
	% of the site surface excavated by archaeologists	every year	Old and New Nisa
	% of the excavated areas conserved	Every year before winter	Old Nisa
	Number of collapsed walls	every year	Old Nisa
	Erosion of the sacrificial layers applied	every year after the winter	All the conserved areas
	Traces of stagnant water in the dug holes	once a year in rainy periods	In all the excavated areas
	Quantity of grass growing	twice a year in rainy periods	In all the excavated areas

Good coloured flyers had been prepared in the past, in Russian and English version, but they are now sold out at the moment.
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Monitoring a.

d. Address where inventory, records and archives are held

  Archives and records are held in Nisa, at the Nisa State Historical and Cultural Park office. Copies of these archives are available in Ashgabat too. INVERNIZZI A., KOSHELENKO G.A., «Soviet-Italian Excavations in Old Nisa (Season 1990)», LIPPOLIS C., Nisa-Mithradatkert: l'edificio a nord della Sala Rotonda. Rapporto preliminare delle campagne di scavo 2000-2001. //Parthica. Incontri di culture nel mondo antico. N 4. Pisa-Roma, 2002, pp. 47-62. LIPPOLIS C., «Novije Issledovanija Staroj Nisji», Kulturnye Ziennosti 2000-2001, Ashkhabad. -LIPPOLIS C., «Nisa-Mithradatkert: the building to the north of the Round Hall. Preliminary Report of the 2000-2001 excavations campaign»,Central Asia Cultural Values, vol. I, n. 2, June 2003, p. 1-17. 

	Mesopotamia, XXV, pp. 47-50.
	1995
	-YARWOOD R.E., MARRIOTT J.J., The cultural heritage in Turkmenistan, Assignment Report, for internal use
	only, October 1995, UNESCO, Paris
	1996
	-PILIPKO V.N. Old Nisa. The building with a square hall. Moscow, 1996
	-GABUTTI A., «The Italian Excavation in Old Nisa: the Northern Corner of the Round Hall Complex»,
	Mesopotamia XXXI, pp. 161-177
	-INVERNIZZI A., «Archaeological research in Old Nisa 1990-1994», in La Persia e l'Asia Centrale da
	Alessandro al X secolo, Atti dei Convegni Lincei, 127, Roma, pp. 237-249.
	Parthica, 3, 2001, pp. 221-234.
	Addresses: -PILIPKO V.N. Old Nisa The principal results of archaeological research in the Soviet period. Moscow,
	State Historical and Cultural Park, Nisa 2001.
	Turkmenistan
	744035 Ashgabat 2002 Etrab of Azatlyk -KOSHELENKO G, LAPCHIN A., «Ricerche nel complesso del Tempio Rotondo a Nisa Vecchia», Parthica 4, 11 th mkr, Gundogar street 1 Phone: (993-12) 43 16 28 or 43 27 83 pp. 9-45.
	-LIPPOLIS C., «L'ancienne Nisa, la forteresse de Mithridate», Dossiers d'Archéologie, n. 271, March 2002,
	Department for the Protection and Restoration of Monuments pp. 42-45.
	Mukhammed A. Mamedov, architect, Head of the Department
	Turkmenistan 744000 Ashgabat
	Magtymguli street 73a
	Tel office: (99312) 35 05 16/35 45 54

1990 -1998 -INVERNIZZI A., «New Archaeological Research in Old Nisa, 1990-1991», in The Art and Archaeology of Ancient Persia. New Light on the Parthian and Sasanian Empire, ed. V. Sarkhosh Curtis, R. Hillenbrand, J.M. Rogers, London-New York, 8-13. -INVERNIZZI A., «Old Nisa and the Art of the Steppes», Bulletin of the Asia Institute, 10, 33-38. -INVERNIZZI A., «Parthian Nisa. New Lines of Research», in J. Wiesehöfer (ed.), Das Partherreich und seine Zeugnisse, Beiträge des internationalen Colloquiums -Eutin, 1996, (Historia Einzelschriften, 122), Stuttgart, 45-59. 1999 -INVERNIZZI A., «Sculture di metallo da Nisa», Acta Iranica, 35, vol. XXI. 2000 -INVERNIZZI A., «The Square House at Old Nisa», Parthica 2, pp. 13-53 2001 -INVERNIZZI A., «Arsacid Dynastic Art», Parthica 3, pp. 133-157. -INVERNIZZI A., «Arsacid Palaces», in The Royal Palace Institution in the 1 st Millennium BC (Ed. I. Nielsen), Athens, pp. 295-312. -MOLLO P., «Le sigillature da Nisa Vecchia», Parthica 3, 2001, pp. 159-210. -LIPPOLIS C., book review of V.N. PILIPKO, Staraja Nisa. Zdanie s Kvadratnym Zalom, Moskva, 1996, su -LIPPOLIS C., «Nisa-Mitradatkert : l'edificio a nord della Sala Rotonda. Rapporto preliminare delle campagne di scavo 2000-2001», Parthica, 4, 2002, pp. 47-62. -PILIPKO V.N. Wall paintings of the Old Nisa. //Miras. N 2, 2002 -MAMEDOV M., North-Western façade of the building with a Square Hall in Old Nisa. // Central Asia Cultural Values, Vol.I, N.1. St.-Petersburg, March 2002, pp.61-66. 75 -2003 -

e. 2006-2010 General Action Plan Site protection

  

		Regular activities to be	Short Term activities	Long Term activities
		implemented	2006-2007	2008-2010
	-	Renew protection agreements	-Take part in the preparation of
		with directors of farms on	the General Development Plan
		where monuments are	of Ashgabat (and Bagyr
		situated.	settlement as part of Ashgabat)
	-	Amend "passports" with new data on monuments history, conducted research, and	in order to ensure protection of the Park interests in the monument preservation.
		conservation works done.	
	-	Carry out monitoring of the	
		sites condition.	
	-	Ensure respect of the law on	
		the protected zones	
	-	Collaborate with Hakimliks (of	
		etrab and velayat) on	
		problems of the monuments	
		protection, and respect of the	
		buffer zone regulations.	
	-	Organize lectures, meetings	
		with local inhabitants and	
		schoolchildren about problems	
		of the historical and cultural	
		heritage preservation.	
	-	Monitor activities of the	
		archaeological expeditions	
		and supervise conservation	
		measures implemented by	
		them.	
	-	Do not allow expeditions to	
		excavate in case of	
		impossibility to implement	
		conservation on the excavated	
		site.	
	-	clearly demarcate zones where	
		visitors can walk without	
		damaging the site	

Map 6, Topographic map of Old Nisa(Parthica N°4 -2002, page 48) 

The square hall

The columned hall
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Objectives and Activity of the Park

The main objectives of the State Historical and Cultural Park of Nisa site are to: 1. protect the preserved zone and use correctly the zone of limited use. 2. actively contribute to archaeological researching the Nisa monuments. 3. preserve, improve and, in case of necessary, conserve or restore excavated archaeological and architectural objects by forces of the Park or other appropriate organizations 4. coordinate activity of the organizations engaged in research, improvement, conservation and restoration of the Park's monuments. 5. store and exhibit fins and scientific collections from the Park's territory. 6. control using the Nisa monuments as excursion objects. 7. encourage people to learn the history and culture of Turkmenistan. 8. propagandize and popularize archaeological and architectural monuments and historical knowledge.

SHCP -Nisa staff diagram (in 2005)

Director of the Park Ballyev Kurban, 

Department for protection and research

Department for finances Department for management

c. Results of previous reporting exercises

The result of the regular site monitoring is the "PASPORT" form. This form, filled by hand and written in Turkmen language, describes the site at a given time, and provides details on all the significant changes occurring. Each Turkmen site of the Inventory has its specific PASPORT form. The proposed photographs can be found in the CD-rom at the end of this nomination dossier (in the appendixes). All photographs are in jpeg format. Only four of them are slides. Copies of these four slides have also been provided with the nomination file.

Contact details of copyright owner :

CRATerre-ENSAG International Centre for Earth Construction -National Superior School of Architecture of Grenoble B.P. 2636 38036 Grenoble Cedex 2 France Tel. : +33 (0)4 76 69 83 88 Fax : +33 (0)4 69 83 35 e-mail: sebastien.moriset@grenoble.archi.fr e-mail: Thierry.joffroy@grenoble.archi.fr e-mail: gandreaudavid@hotmail.com

Non exclusive cession of rights

The non exclusive cession of rights to diffuse, to communicate to the public, to publish, to reproduce, to exploit, in any form and on any support, including digital, all or part of the images taken by Sébastien Moriset, Thierry Joffroy, David Gandreau or Igor Zubanov provided in this table is granted to UNESCO. 77 8

Contact Information of responsible authorities a. Preparer

The complete list of people involved in the preparation of this file can be found on page 4. Name: ............. Dr. Mukhammed A. Mamedov, Title: ............... Head of the Department for the protection, study and restoration of the historical and cultural monuments of Turkmenistan Address: ........ 

d. Management objective

A more extensive list of objectives can be found in the General regulations of the park (see appendix 4), but the following objectives have been agreed upon for the next 5 years: -Monitor the monuments.

-Monitor the conservation works and gradually improve on the techniques used.

-Maintain integrity of the conserved elements:

block up gullies and cracks;

remove plants from conservation plasters;

repair sacrificial layers of plaster after each rainy season.

-Carry out high-priority reinforcing works on the damaged sectors of the monuments.

apply a sacrificial layer of soil on the most exposed walls -Repair ceiling above the site museum space (Old Nisa).

-Source funding to prepare a drainage plan of the site -Source funding for conservation, equipment and site improvement from nongovernmental sources (international archaeological expeditions, sponsors, grants, charity programmes etc...).

-Prepare a drainage plan of the site implement drainage works to allow evacuation of water -Apply appropriate conservation measures to protect the structures from humidity and erosion (drainage pits, backfilling, etc…)

-Implement research, conservation and partial restoration of fortress wall at the Old Nisa site.

-Carry out conservation and partial restoration of the Square Hall (Old Nisa).

-Conservation of the Red building -Conserve walls of the Round Hall (Old Nisa).

-Implement researches, cleaning works and conservation works on the ruins of the Great Square House ("royal treasury") and auxiliary structures at the Old Nisa site.

- The State Historical and cultural park "Nisa" (SHCP-"Nisa") was created on the basis of Cabinet of Ministers of the Turkmen Soviet Socialist Republic decree dated 3 rd March 1980, reference N III, and is a preserved national monument of historical and spiritual value.

2. The main objectives of the SHCP-"Nisa" are to:

-preserve archaeological and architectural monuments, and control all archaeological excavation and other researches on the Park -protect the Park's zone and zone of limited building -improvement and, in case of necessary, conservation or restoration of excavated archaeological and architectural objects by forces of the Park or other appropriate organizations -promote the Park's monuments and sites -encourage people to learn the history and culture of Turkmenistan For the above mentioned objectives, the office of the SHCP-"Nisa": a. Collects and preserves elements of movable and immovable heritage, which are primary sources for a scientific knowledge about the development of our society. b. Creates exhibitions, both permanent and travelling exhibitions. c. Works on spreading a scientific knowledge about the history of the area, cultural heritage of Turkmenistan, by providing tour guidance, giving lectures, publishing articles in the newspapers, broadcasting on the radio and television, and any other actions. d. Conducts both independent and joint scientific researches with the institute of history of the cabinet of ministers of Turkmenistan and other organizations research, in the field of archaeology, architecture, arts, history and ethnography. e. SHCP-"Nisa" is subordinate to the DPM.

3. The SHCP-"Nisa" has a right of legal entity. It possesses a round stamp, with its own name, and a triangular stamp of fixed pattern, as well as a budget and current account.

4. The SHCP-"Nisa" has the right to generate incomes or collect fees from those using movable or immovable elements of the site, in press releases, radio announcements, television programmes, movies and advertisements.

5. Closure or re-organization of the SHCP-"Nisa" may only be done by decree of the President of Turkmenistan.

Management guidelines

6. All immovable monuments or items included in the SHCP-"Nisa", such as buildings, structures, and associated territories, as well as memorial sites are in the national inventory. The Park is responsible for their preservation, and use as the local body of protection of monuments in accordance with the law of Turkmenistan "About protection of monuments of History and Culture" and instruction "About the order of state monitoring and registration, maintenance, usage and restoration of immovable historical and cultural monuments". In the asset register of the SHCP-"Nisa", there are: territories with approved limits, as well as all buildings and structures regardless of their purpose and use at the date of creation of the Park.

Industrial, agricultural, and other enterprises, institutions, organizations, and citizens are responsible for damage to monuments and breach again this policy of the Park, in accordance with legislation of Turkmenistan.

The state park as a protected monument has the right to issue fines for the breach of policy and rules of usage of historic and cultural monuments.

7. On the territory of the Park, it is forbidden a. to implement any sort of economic activity; b. to build new constructions; c. to use cultural assets for household needs; d. to lay cables, pipelines and electric or other lines which are not necessary for the requirements of the Park; e. to allow dwelling of private individuals, including park staff; f. to guide tourists and carry out archaeological excavation, and all other scientific and educational activities by non authorized persons, organizations, or enterprises, without permission of the DPM and Park administrations.

In case of discovery of the above breaches of law, the park administration is eligible to liaise with the competent authorities for their immediate punishment.

8. All restoration, reconstruction and reinforcement works on the SHCP-"Nisa" monuments will be conducted under the project designs and cost estimates approved by the DPM.

Scientific and educational Work

9. The SHCP-"Nisa", on the basis of the historical and cultural monuments, is conducting wide scientific and educational work.

10. The basic forms of scientific and educational work of the SHCP-"Nisa" are:

-Providing favourable and effective conditions to conduct archaeological and other investigations on the Park monuments; -Provide developping various scientific topics on the basis of reports on archaeological and other researches, carried out on the "Nisa" Park territory, and scientific literature; -Provide guidance on the conservation of the historical and cultural monuments, exhibitions and storage of heritage items; -Sale of guide books, booklets, leaflets on the monuments, and postcards with explanatory texts, etc... -Broadcasting on the radio, television, and publishing articles in periodical press; -Historical and political education for the youth by means of lectures in the schools and other institutions of Turkmenistan.

11. The SHCP-"Nisa" has the following rights:

-Provide all visitors with various possible services; -Develop enterprises in the approved order within the SHCP-"Nisa", possessing rights of legal entity and subordinate to the director of the SHCP-"Nisa". Their activity must strictly meet the purposes and tasks of the current policy, directed to production and sale of various souvenirs to the visitors of site; -Create a farm (outside the park) for the benefit of the staff. 12. The SHCP-"Nisa" is organising services for visitors in the most convenient time for them, taking into account local conditions, and amount of tourists. The SHCP-"Nisa" must be open to visitors and tourists on the week-end and holidays.

Monitoring, protecting and restoration of immovable items

13. In cooperation with the DPM, the SHCP-"Nisa" is monitoring monuments and memorial places located within the park limits, is gathering data, discovering new monuments, issuing proposals for their protection under the agreed order, and undertaking measures for their preservation. 2. The State Historical/Cultural Park (SHCP) of the Nisa sites are the public storehouse for historical and archaeological monuments, and the cultural and educational institution which is subordinate directly to the Ministry of Culture of Turkmenistan.

The SHCP acts as a legal entity within the limits of its rights and obligations. It possesses a round stamp and a triangular stamp of fixed pattern.

3. The SHCP activity is in the close contact with the Turkmenistan Academy of Sciences carrying out scientific research works; with the regional executive committee of Ashgabat city, executive committees of local Councils of the Peoples' Deputies, and the special scientific/restoration production workshop carrying out conservation and restoration of excavated objects.

4. The park's boundaries. Territory of the park includes 2 zones with different status. Preserved (Core) zone comprises Old Nisa site with adjoining territory. Preserved (Core) zone is excluded completely from public land using. Within the limits of preserved (core) zone any kinds of economical activity are forbidden, visit of these areas is regulated by the Park's administration. Zone of limited use comprises the territory of so-called Upper Bagyr situated between New and Old Nisa sites and is established within following boundaries: a) 700 m to the south-east of the Old Nisa fortress walls; b) 500 m to south of the Old Nisa fortress walls; c) 500 m to the south-west of fortress walls of the Old and New Nisa sites; d) 400 m to the north and north-west of the New Nisa fortress walls; e) 200 m to the east of the New Nisa fortress walls and onwards to the south-east as far as eastern protected boundary of the Old Nisa site.

Within this zone, any earthwork, building works and other kinds of activity which may lead to the damage of ancient cultural layers, are limited and may be carry out upon authorization of Park administration only. Some individual sectors of the zone of limited use can be also announced preserved after appropriate scientific researching.

Territories allotted for the park administrative and household structures are also included into the Park's boundaries. The total area of the Park is 94,92 ha within the boundaries approved by the Resolution of Executive Committee of the Ashgabat Regional Council of the People's Deputies.

5. All structures located on the Park territory are on its balance and used for its needs.

Organizational structure

The Enterprises, Organizations, Institutions as well as Citizens that possess historical monuments in Turkmenistan, are responsible for their preservation, and must follow requirements of the current Law. The rules of protection, utilization and conservation of historical and cultural monuments, established by the Government of Turkmenistan, provide accessibility for inspection, scientific research and cultural purposes.

Article 18

Exploratory works on lands covered with natural and historical monument, state historical and cultural parks and other historical and cultural objects, can only be done upon the permission of the Government of Turkmenistan. Appropriation of these lands for economic use is not allowed.

Collective farms, state farms, other enterprises, institutions and organizations, which have historical and cultural monuments on their lands, assume obligation to implement the monuments protection policy. All kinds of activity, jeopardizing preservation of monuments, is forbidden on the territories of historical and cultural monuments. Supervision over observance of the established policy of protection of monuments, is entrusted to Executive Committees of local Deputies and organizations, and other monument protecting bodies.

Article 19

Preservation of immovable monuments and their environment is provided by determination of protected zones, zones of controlled construction development and zone of protected natural landscape with pre-determined policy of utilization, which is established by the Government of Turkmenistan. Owners of land plots, situated within protected zones, are responsible for observation of policy for utilization of these zones. Protected zones, zones of controlled construction development and zones of protected natural landscape of the historical and cultural monuments are established by executive committees of local, regional and municipal Councils of Deputies representing competent authorities for state protection of historical and cultural monuments. Zones of immovable monuments protection are determined based upon preliminary analysis of condition of a monument and compiling necessary historical reference documents and should be a mandatory constituent of all regional development plans, general planning projects and other detailed development projects applying to urban centres and populated areas.

Zones of historical and cultural monuments protection, irrespective of sizes and density of population, are considered while developing the general layout, detailed layout projects and construction development in populated areas, and are subjected to mandatory approval by competent state authorities for protection of monuments. Excavation, construction and other works and economical activity are not allowed within these zones without permission of competent state authorities for protection of monuments.

If the traffic on the roads adjacent to the historical and cultural monuments and running through their protected zones jeopardize the existence of monuments, the traffic on such roads is restricted or prohibited according to the resolution of executive committee of a relevant local Council of Deputies.

The organization given such a permit while removing or making changes to the monument must comply with the terms specified in the Article 14 of the current Law.

Article 26

State authorities for protection of monuments must inspect the condition of monuments regularly for making arrangements for repair works, conservation and restoration. About giving land to the Ashgabat Regional Adminitration for culture

The Council of the Ministers of TSSR orders to:

1. Withdrew for the public deeds the land 94,92 ha in total area: a) from the land of perpetual use of the state farm named in honour of Kalinin in the Ashgabat region -94,2 ha (fallow land -15,9 ha and pastures -78,3 ha) and; b) from the land of long-term use -0,72 ha (pastures).

2. Give the withdrawn land to the Ashgabat Regional Administration for culture for the State Historical and Cultural Park in perpetual use. In order to regulate using territory of the historical and cultural monuments of the "Nisa" Museum/Reserve, the Executive Committee of the Ashgabat Regional Council of the Peoples' Deputies decided to:

1. Approve the plan of the territories adjoining to the Bagir settlement (herein enclosed).

2. Permit the "Nisa" Museum/Preserve directorate formalizing an order to draw up designing estimates for alloting the land plot amenably to the proposed plan of the territorial zone determination. This CD contains a selection of 26 photographs. For the captions, credits and copyrights, refer to chapter 7a. The electronic version of the nomination file is also inserted in this CD.