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Dunhuang collections have also preserved talismanic rituals issued by officials expert in mantic techniques or by military officers of the region, as well as some catalogues of fu produced by local diviners. The tenth-century manual Pelliot 3358, for example, contains a series of about twenty models for talismans, sometimes accompanied with instructions concerning their fabrication and function. These talismans are intended to protect the family against domestic problems such as disease, familial conflict, poor harvests, infertility, and nightmares (fig. 2).
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 1 Fig. 1 : Talisman discovered in a tomb dated 551 C.E. (Astana, Turfan) 27, 5 / 10 cm
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 3 Fig. 3 : Manual of talismans for the household's protection Dunhuang, tenth century, P. 3358