N

N

Preliminary Report on the VIIIth And IXth Campaigns
at Tell el-‘Uwalili
Regis Vallet, Johnny Baldi, Claire Padovani, Rafat Abd-El-Kadim, Carolyne
Douché

» To cite this version:

Regis Vallet, Johnny Baldi, Claire Padovani, Rafat Abd-El-Kadim, Carolyne Douché. Preliminary
Report on the VIIIth And IXth Campaigns at Tell el-‘Uwaili. Sumer - Journal of Archaeology of
Mesopotamia = , ,2020 LXVI, pp.11-40. hal-03088168

HAL Id: hal-03088168
https://hal.science/hal-03088168
Submitted on 23 Aug 2023

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire HAL, est
archive for the deposit and dissemination of sci- destinée au dépot et a la diffusion de documents
entific research documents, whether they are pub- scientifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non,
lished or not. The documents may come from émanant des établissements d’enseignement et de
teaching and research institutions in France or recherche francais ou étrangers, des laboratoires
abroad, or from public or private research centers. publics ou privés.


https://hal.science/hal-03088168
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr

SUMER  VOL.LXVI 2020 @ 2020 - sl ol ol

A Journal of Archaeology of Mesopotamia

Issued by State Board of Antiquities and Heritage - Baghdad

VoL. LXVI 2020










| Republic of Iraq
\ Ministry of Culture, Tourism & Antiquities
S— The State Board of Antiquities & Heritage

ol djggas
J5UIg aaliuig aslaill gyl

JOURNAL OF ARCHAEOLOGY OF
MESOPOTAMIA

VOL LXVI
2020






SUMER

Journal of Archaeology
of Mesopotamia
VOL.LXVI 2020

State Board of Antiqui-
ties and Heritage

PO Box: 55009
Baghdad — Iraq

ISSN 0081-9271

Republic of Iraq % )
\\ //

Ministry of Culture, Tourism & Antiquities N
State Board of Antiquities and Heritage e Gk

Editor- in chief
Dr. Laith Majeed Hussein
Chairman of SBAH

258 )

Co- editor
Jacob Jawdat

~

Editorial Board \
Prof. Dr. Nicolas Postgate (University of Cambridge)
Prof. Dr. Pioptr Steinkeller (Harvard University)
Prof- Dr. Jason Ur (Harvard University)

Prof. Dr. Elizabeth Stone (Stony Brook University)
Prof. Dr. Stefan Hauser (Constanz University)

Assis. Prof. Dr.Stephanie Rost (New York University)
Assis. Prof. Dr. Michelina di Cesare (University of
Rome, la Sapienza)

KDK jessica Giraud (ARCHAIOS) /
/Designed by \

Karamallah Shgait Meftin
Arabic Revision

Hiba salman

English Revision

@hoor Abbas Alfatlawi /

The State Board of Antiquities & Hiritage

Papers should be submitted in doc. and pdf format, addressed
to both emails according to our guidelines:
sumer.journal@sbah.gov.iq

jacobjawdat539@gmail.com (Co-editor)




Guidelines for authors

All contributions, manuscripts and books for review should be addressed to director of
editing SUMER (recently) Jacob Jawdat State Board of Antiquities and Heritage, Bagh-
dad. The preferred method of submission is an MS Word attachment with accompanying
PDF file in an email to the editor as contact information below. Articles may be written
in Arabic, English, French or German. The maximum length of the manuscript is 10,000
words, excluding the figures and bibliography, font size 12 for text and 10 for footnote
(Times New Roman). The article should be consist on abstract, introduction and conclu-
sions in addition to keywords. As well the figures should be suitable for length of article
with resolution at least (300 dpi). Concerning in the cuneiform studies, all fonts used
should be included. For the transliteration of cuneiform characters, please use the system
established in Rykle Borger, Assyrisch-babylonische Zeichenliste. Sumerian words in
English context should be set in capitalized and Akkadian should be italicized wherever
it appears, depending on the font used. Footnotes should be numbered consecutively and
should appear at the end of the page.

Each author will receive a pdf of his or her article. The responsibility for the views ex-
pressed rests with the individual author(s).

Abbreviations

Standard abbreviations should follow the usage of AHw, CAD or CDLI; any other ab-
breviations should be explained in the first footnote. When citing a specific text in an
edition, abbreviated journal, book, or series titles (e.g., MAD, MSL, OIP) should be ital-
icized; catalog numbers (e.g., Msk, RS, TM) are set in roman. Full citations must be
provided, even for well-known works. Authors may use author-date citations (e.g., Smith
2009: 83), in which case a reference list (including publisher and city) must be appended
to the article. Alternatively.

References

The bibliography at the end of the article should include all the publications and web-
sites referred to in the article. The Social Sciences format may be used for footnotes and
bibliography thus:

For footnotes, Smith 2015: 75, and then full details in bibliography.

1. ARTICLE

10. Authorl, A. B., and Author2, A. B.

1999-2000: the Article I Wrote. SUMER 50: 42-59.

2. BOOK

11. Author, A. B.

Year: The Book I Wrote. Series Information. Place: Publisher.
3. COLLECTED PAPERS
12. Author, A. B.

Year: The Paper I Wrote. pp. 42-59. in The Symposium to Which I Contributed, ed.
eds. A. B. Author 1 and A. B. Author 2. Series Information. Place: Publisher.

Copyright
SUMER journal has full rights to all materials published in it. Once the researcher sub-
mits his article for publication, it means he recognizes Sumens rights to do so. Copying

and reprinting of printed material, even in another language, are not permitted without the
written consent of the Editor-in-Chief or Director of editing.



Table of

Contents

Forward

11

Economic behaviour at Abu Salabikh as seen
through zooarchaeological investigations of the
6H house.

Tina Greenfield and Jane Gaastra

81

Preliminary Report on the Third Season of Ex-
cavations at Tell Zurghul, ancient Nigin, Iraq
Davide Nadali (Sapienza University of Rome)
Andrea Polcaro (Perugia University)

133

The Iraqi-Italian QADIS Project: Report on Six
Seasons of Integrated Survey
Nicolo Marchetti,et al

219

Preliminary results of the Land of Kufa survey
project (Najaf governorate, Iraq)

Cigdem Maner — Alaa H.J. Al-Lami — Federico
Zaina

263

Loanwords in Hatran Inscriptions
Bahaa Amer Al- Jubouri

273

Back to Baghdad: Report on a kudurru and tab-
lets looted from Iraq, identified in the UK and
returned by the British Museum in 2019

St J. Simpson, I.L. Finkel, S. Rey, J. Taylor, J.N.
Tubb (The British Museum)

291

Tell Dehaila as a Potential Location of the
Capital-City of the First Dynasty of the
Sealand/Marshland.

Abdulameer Al-Hamdani

09

Preliminary Report on the VIIIth and IXth Cam-
paigns at Tell el-‘Uwaili (2019)

Régis Vallet, Johnny Samuele Baldi, Claire
Padovani,

Rafat Abd-el-Kadim and Carolyne Douché

41

Tello/Girsu: First Results of the Autumn 2019
Archaeological Season
S. Rey, F. Y. HUSAIN, et al

109

Preliminary Report on the XIVth and XVth
Campaigns at Larsa (2019)

Régis Vallet, et al.

177

The Iraqi-Italian Project: “A Survey of the Great
Mosque and Qasr al-Imara of Kufa, Najaf”.(Febru-
ary 2019-February 2020).

Michelina Di Cesare, Laura Ebanista, Alessandro
M. Jaia

249

A New Sumerian Copper Figurine from Badtibira
Sebastien Rey, Joanna Skwiercz, Elisa Giroto,
Faith Vardy and Dani Tagen

269

Stolen, identified, returned: a group of antiquities
from Tello (ancient Girsu)

St John Simpson, Sebastien Rey, Jon Taylor, Jonathan
Tubb

283

Survey and Documentation of Endangered
Archaeological Sites in Dhi Qar Province,
Southern Iraq

Ageel Almansrawe, Sayantani Neogi,
Jaafar Jotheri, yah, Iraq

299

SUMER LXVI






FOREWORD

by
Dr. Laith Majeed Hussein
Chairman of the State Board

of Antiquities & Heritage

It 1s a matter of pride at a moment
in time to accompany the celebration
of the diamond jubilee of our glorious
magazine, and the ICON of our orga-
nization, when (75) years has passed
since its founding. The early archae-
ologists had made an unforgettable
imprint with what they wrote and pres-
ented in (Sumer) over the years, in
which it remained an important refer-
ence for the studies of Mesopotamia
in its various aspects, written by dif-
ferent languages, mainly Arabic and
English, and French and German to a
lesser extent.

During those seventy-five years,
Sumer magazine underwent great
manifestations, as it was a witness to
prominent products and distinguished
chapters from the history of the Mes-
opotamian civilization, and enriched
the archaeological library with a rich
and original material in various fields
of archaeological research.

However, what we regret is that:
this exceptional event for us has co-
incided with the emergence of an ep-
idemic COVIDI19 that affected the
whole world; which forced countries
to completely close all life fields, so
we missed the opportunity to present
an exceptional celebration worthy of
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this event. This occasion has coin-
cided with the officiate of the presi-
dency of SBAH, through which we
made a commitment to continue to
support the scientific activities and
scientific publishing.

Despite the short period that
elapsed in SBAH, and despite the
extent of the difficulties that the
country faced as a result of the halt
due to the epidemic, we set out with
great ambitions to work on several
aspects, including completing the
work of preserving and maintaining
damaged cultural properties by co-
operation with several international
institutions.

World Heritage was also an active
aspect during the partial closure,
as more than ten sites were includ-
ed on the preliminary list of World
Heritage, including important ar-
chaeological sites such as Naffar
and Kirkuk Castle. Some of these
sites were on the list of intangible
heritage. We also had a diligent fol-
low-up of the maintenance and res-
toration works that took place in
the previously listed sites such as
the mixed file sites: (Ur, Eridu, War-
ka and The Marshes) or individual
sites such as: Assyria, Samarra, Ha-
tra and Babylon for the purpose of
sustaining the conservation work,

SUMER LXVI

which increases the opportunities
for investment in tourism.

Another aspect in which we have
made a good progress is the cooper-
ation with some foreign institutions
for developing the practical aspects
in SBAH. Cooperation has also
been made with foreign archae-
ological expeditions to complete
their work in the various cities in
the north and south of Iraq.

Foreign expeditions have resumed
their work in many locations, such
as the German in Quenjak, the Ital-
ian in Hatra and the Russian mis-
sions in Tel Al-Duhaila. The recon-
struction and restoration work of
the Mosul Museum continued by
the Louvre Museum, and the Smith-
sonian Institution and the Interna-
tional alliance for the Protection of
Heritage in Conflict Areas (ALIPH)
at Taq Kesra site in Al-Mada’in
(Ctesiphon).

In conclusion, we would like to
express our happiness as we place
in the hands of the honorable read-
er another volume of Sumer maga-
zine that includes distinguished and
original researches in both Arabic
and English languages, so that will
be a continuation of the efforts that
have brought Sumer to us after (75)
years.
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ABSTRACT

Two short seasons in Tell el-‘Uwaili in 2019 allowed
opening a new trench in the continuation of the excava-
tions undertaken in the 80s on the northwest flank of the
Tell where the Ubaid 0 levels (7th millennium BC) are close
to the surface. The objective is to obtain a Sstratigraphic
sequence as complete as possible between the most recent
phases (Late Ubaid) at the summit of the mound and the
Ubaid 0 levels downwards. 300 square meters were cleared
and five architectural levels identified, numbered from 1 to
5 from top to bottom. The structures of level 5 correspond
to the last Ubaid 0 level of occupation. The habitat is much
denser than expected, and combines housing with small

KEYWORDS:

Tell el- ‘Uwaili,

Ubaid period,

pert : associated storage structures. The extension of the excava-
Pre-historic ceramic, o o th ; . nould bri msioht
Ubaid village. ions in the next campaigns should bring more insights on

the organization of the early Ubaid village.

Introduction (R. Vallet)

As has been the case since 1976, field-
works carried out in Larsa in 2019 were
accompanied by operations on the near
site of Tell el-’Uwaili, 4.6 km to the south-
east. Discovered in 1967 by André Parrot
and Robert Mac Adams, the site extends
over 4 hectares and rises more than 4m
above the surrounding plain, at least for
the visible part of the Tell that plunges
deeply under the alluvium (Fig. 1). It of-
fers a sequence of occupation covering
the entire Ubaid period, including an ini-
tial phase predating Eridu, labelled Ubaid
0, discovered in 1983 in a deep sounding
(Calvet 1987). The Ubaid 0 phase of the
site, with a proven stratigraphic extent of
4.5m, traces the origin of the sedentary
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occupation of lower Mesopotamia to the
middle of the 7th millennium BC (Forest
1996b). In 1987-89, the opening of an ex-
tensive trench on the northwest flank of
the Tell revealed that the last Ubaid 0 lev-
els, under fragmentary Ubaid 1 remains,
were there close to the surface, due to
erosion exerted by the prevailing winds.
Three houses in particular, buildings 37
and 41 (Ubaid 0) and 90 (Ubaidl), had
been cleared, revealing the habitat of
this period (Huot and Vallet 1990, Val-
let 1996). This shows the scientific im-
portance of ‘Uwaili and the imperative
to resume work, especially since in May
2019 we had the joy and relief to find our
1989 trench intact. Indeed, despite the ac-
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cumulation of a thick layer (20 to 50 cm)
of sandy deposits, the structures already
brought to light were very well preserved.

In 2019, our program was all mapped
out: to extend the ancient excavated ar-
eas further south on a surface never pre-
viously excavated on the northern slope
of the Tell, and to obtain a stratigraphic
sequence as complete as possible, from
the most recent phases of the Ubaid at
the top to the Ubaid 0 levels downwards.
For this purpose, we opened an L-shaped
trench 10m wide south of our 1989 trench
(Ubaid 0) then which turns east to reach
the trenches made at the top of the site
(Late Ubaid) in the 1970s. Excavations
are therefore both stratigraphic and ex-
tensive. At the end of two short seasons
of three weeks in totalV, approximately
300 square meters were cleared (Fig. 2)
and five architectural levels identified,
numbered from 1 to 5 from top to bot-
tom. For the moment, the equivalences
between the new and the old stratigraph-
ic sequence are not yet all established,
which a future campaign should achieve.

At the top of the new trench, fragmen-
tary structures (level 3) that could belong
to the Ubaid 3 terrace cleared in the ear-
ly 1980s (Forest 1987), were recognized,
cut by a small Ubaid 4 platform (level 2)
and several Ubaid 5 kilns (level 1). The
kilns were already known, but on the
eastern mound of the site (Calvet 1991)
not at its main summit, where probably
heavily leveled they have largely dis-
appeared and have gone unnoticed. The
Ubaid 4 remains belong to one of the var-
ious levels of this phase attested at the top
of the site, but we do not yet know which
one. In the lower part, several Ubaid 0
buildings (level 5), deeply cut by Ubaid
1 kilns (level 4), have been cleared, five

(1) 1-10 June and 21 October-7 November 2019.
In addition to the authors of these lines, assisted
by two expert topographers in GIS, nine workers
worked on the site. For the full team composition
and acknowledgments, see our article on Larsa, in
this volume.
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grid-plan granaries and a tripartite dwell-
ing with narrow walls and pillars, of the
same type than Building 41 excavated in
1989 (Vallet 1996). Some of the numer-
ous Ubaid 1 kilns of level 4 had already
been noticed, but their relations with the
habitat, Buildings 90 in particular a little
further north, is not yet known. The stra-
tigraphy of the Ubaid 1 levels has always
been a difficult question in ‘Uwaili, due
to the particularly fragmentary state of
the remains of this cultural phase. Level
5, for its part, corresponds well to level I
of the Ubaid 0 phase of our previous ex-
cavations, which it extends without break
south of Building 37/41.

Since the exploration of the site began
in 1976, ‘Uwaili ceramics has been the
subject of both morpho-stylistic and tech-
nological studies (by Liliane Courtois and
Bruce Velde). Johnny Samuele Baldi con-
tinues this tradition according to current
methods of ceramology and the ‘chaine
opératoire’ approach in particular. One of
the objectives remains the development
of a chrono-typology anchored in a reli-
able stratigraphic sequence, extending to
the origins of the Ubaid. It is true that,
for the Ubaid 0, the absence of regional
parallel (except Eridu XIX, Lebeau 1987)
does not facilitate understanding of the
specificities of this ceramic, clearly at the
origin of the Ubaid 1 but which differs
significantly from it on almost every as-
pect. At the other end of the sequence, the
work in progress should also deepen our
knowledge on the Ubaid 5 assemblage. It
seems to coincide with levels XVI-XIII
at Uruk, and sees in particular the appear-
ance of the first ‘proto-BRBs’. Despite its
‘proto-Uruk’ nature, we remain faithful
for the moment to the Ubaid 5 label (For-
est 1996b: 387), rather than pull back the
Uruk in the middle of the fifth millenni-
um or creating an intermediate period.

Finally, Caroline Douché relaunched
the paleobotany component of the project,
initiated in the 1980s by Reinder Neef, by
carrying out a systematic sampling of all

12



the layers excavated at both ‘Uwaili and
Larsa, of which she gives a first overview.
We know that plant remains on the two
sites are neither abundant nor well pre-
served, mainly due to extensive irriga-
tion practices, leaving a very damaging
gypsum crust everywhere. Despite this,
we can hope that the data collected as the
excavations progress help us to under-
stand the birth and development of cereal
economy in southern Iraq, as well as clear
factual indicators on the much debated
questions of climate change and in partic-
ular the phases of supposed drought, and
their possible impact on human societies.
The combined study of ‘Uwaili and Larsa
offers a unique opportunity to study these
phenomena over the very long term, no
less than six and a half millennia.

1 — Stratigraphic sequence and archi-
tectural features (J. S. Baldi, C. Pado-
vani and R. Abd-el-Kadim)

A consistent portion of the Ubaid 0
hypostyle house Building 37 was so ex-
posed once again north of the new trench
(Fig. 3), over several square meters, with
its perimeter defined by double-row brick
walls reinforced with internal pilasters
and three internal longitudinal compart-
ments provided with brick piles used to
support wooden columns. Four of these
brick piles were recognized. In the mid-
dle of them, an installation set in the
ground and equipped with a large central
hole was also brought to light again (Fig.
4). Further east, the large fireplace that
heated the eastern wing of Building 41, a
reconstruction of the same Ubaid 0 dwell-
ing, was easily re-discovered because of
its excellent state of preservation. All in-
ternal equipment lies on a very regular
hardened clay floor. South-west of Build-
ing 37, a narrow street separates it from
a granary. Indeed, Building 37 and part
of the perimeter wall of Granary 1 had
already been identified in the 80s. This
allowed us to establish both an ideal and
an archaeological continuity with the re-
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sults of thirty years ago. These structures
were in fact our first stratigraphic refer-
ence (both Building 37/41 and Granary 1
belong to our ‘Level 5°, corresponding to
Level I of phase Ubaid 0 of the 80s se-
quence): starting from this level, it was
easier to reconstruct the apparently unin-
terrupted occupation of this sector. Five
levels have been identified.

Level 1 is represented by several pot-
ter’s kilns (1001, 1002, 1003, 1012, 1017,
1018, 1016, 1042, 1029 etc.) cut through
the previous Levels 2-3. These poor-
ly preserved firing structures have been
identified because of some scattered trac-
es: the bottom of the combustion cham-
bers, mudbrick walls that delimited them
and, in most cases, the openings through
which the fuel was introduced. All the
kilns have medium dimensions and a pe-
culiar pyriform or elongated-ovoid shape,
due to small praefurnia (for instance
Kiln 1012) that are not documented for
the kilns of the previous levels. They all
yielded a limited but extremely interest-
ing Ubaid 5 ceramic assemblage (see §2
below).

Level 2 is represented by a mudbrick
platform or terrace (1000) identified in
the south-western sector of the excavated
area on the top of the Tell (Fig.5). This
poorly preserved tiled surface was bor-
dered by a band of smaller mudbricks.
All the structures associated with this
platform have been washed away by the
sever weathering on the top of the Tell.
Nevertheless, it is certain that the plat-
form-terrace was not associated with the
ceramic kilns of Level 1: dimensions of
their bricks are different, and the respec-
tive rows of bricks never overlap accord-
ing with some kind of regularity or archi-
tectural logic. In addition, some Level 1
kilns have also been identified outside the
Level 2 terrace-platform, cut through the
previous structures of Level 3 buildings.
Furthermore, no firing structure has so
far been associated with Level 2, which
seems rather to be interpreted as a phase
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of domestic or public architecture in the
northern sector of the Tell.

The same consideration can be made
for Level 3, from which no craft facili-
ties come, but, again, remains of do-
mestic or public buildings. The Level
2 platform-terrace is superimposed on
buildings (1010-1111-1007-1014), which
were perturbed both by some Level 1
kilns and by erosion due to the slope of
the Tell. As a result, Level 3 structures
have been identified in the south-east-
ern portion of the square and close to its
south-western limit, in the highest area of
the Tell. An analogous structure (proba-
bly the remains of a terrace — locus 1048)
has been identified in the western corner
of the sounding: it is tiled with bricks of
the same size, roughly parallel to struc-
tures 1013-1010-1007 and disturbed by
several Level 1 kilns (1049, 1050 and
1051). Between the vestiges of Level 3
constructions identified on both (eastern
and western) sides of the sounding, there
are dispersed remains of bricks and tiled
surfaces badly perturbed by later kilns
and destroyed by weathering. The plan
of these structures, probably inherent
to buildings respecting a roughly north-
south oriented plan, includes an apparent-
ly tripartite structure (around Room 1021)
with thick walls (two rows of bricks).
Portions of three rooms are visible: the
narrow and long central room tiled with
bricks, while the side ones, with plastered
walls, had hardened clay floors.

Levels 2 and 3 seem to be composed of
dwellings and domestic buildings, but the
presence of brick terraces to support the
structures, tiled floors and plastered walls
suggests a certain care in planning and
construction. Both levels have yielded
very few ceramic materials, coming from
filling layers too close to the surface to
be attributed with certainty to these occu-
pations. However, a chronological attri-
bution of these levels respectively to the
Ubaid 4 and 3 phases seems to be plau-
sible.
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Level 4 is represented by several pot-
ter’s kilns (1022, 1036, 1028, 1039,
1033, 1052, 1038, 1061, 40, 42, 76, 84,
etc.) identified in the whole trench and
belonging to a very large ceramic work-
shop. Pottery was not only fired, but also
manufactured on the spot, as demonstrat-
ed by the presence of many potter’s tools
(stone hammers and scrapers, as well as
ceramic fragments reused for modelling,
as evidenced by their traces of wear). Me-
dium and large sized pottery kilns were
disseminated both in the upper portion
of the Tell (under the terrace of Level 3)
and at its base. All the firing installations
were built directly on the remains of the
previous stratum, without leveling the
earlier vestiges (mud-bricks platforms
and the thin walls of Level 5 granaries).
It is possible to observe this stratigraph-
ic overlapping in the northern sector (in
Granaries 1 and 2 at the base of the Tell),
as well as in the southern square (Kilns
1038, 1032, 1052, 1055 in the central and
northern portion of the sounding on the
top of the Tell). In the lower (northern)
sector of the excavations, some of the
cells along the alley separating Build-
ing 37 and Granary 1 were used to sur-
round circular firing structures stuck in
these quadrangular compartments (Kilns
10, 15, 16). South and east of Granary 1,
larger furnaces were built with heating
(lower) chambers cut through the vestig-
es of the previous level. In fact, the al-
ley between Building 37 and Granary 1
was also occupied by kilns, even if they
were built according with a completely
different method of construction. Rather
than filling the alley to level the craft area
upon Granary 1, some kilns were built by
digging their heating chambers into the
floor of the street, at a lower level than
the furnaces built above the barn (Fig. 6).
A 1,5 x 2 m test-sounding conducted in
the eastern portion of the alley in 1989
(and re-brought to light) allows us to ob-
serve the brick structure of the stepped
furnaces arranged in this area, partly re-
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using the bricks of the previous walls on
both sides of the alley to isolate the firing
chambers of the kilns. It is also possible
to observe the huge (about 2.5 m thick)
stratification of clay and ashy layers accu-
mulated in this sector. The same kind of
construction system and arrangement of
kilns has been observed in the east-west
oriented alley separating Level 5 build-
ings B 110 and B 111, in the western sec-
tor of the trench. The lower chambers of
some potter’s kilns were cut through the
floor of the alley, using the walls of previ-
ous adjacent edifices to isolate the firing
structure. Other kilns (for instance Kiln
103, 97 and 98) were cut through the pe-
rimeter walls of Building B 111, and the
whole alley was progressively filled by a
massive amount of ashes.

In the southern sector of the trench to-
wards the upper part of the Tell, all kilns
identified in Level 4 were stuck into the
cells (1038, 1039, 1033, 1052) or build
across the walls of a Level 5 granary
(1028, 1061, 1032). The firing structures
of the entire workshop were used over a
span of time that may not have been very
long, as none of them shows clear traces
of reconstruction. Especially in the alleys
between buildings of Level 5, furnaces
and ashes show very thick accumulations,
up to 2.2 m. Certainly, all the firing instal-
lations were used in an extremely intense
way. Clues in this direction are offered
not only by the impressive amounts of
slags produced by the furnaces, but also
by several coats of fire-hardened and
burnt clay (applied to restore damages
caused by high temperatures) forming the
bottoms of the kilns. All these kilns have
yielded an Ubaid 1 ceramic assemblage
composed of sherds and pots deformed or
broken during the firing cycles. Further
evidence of the functional connection be-
tween firing structures and waste ashes
stratified in the pits and alleys of the pre-
vious level comes from 18 vessels: some
of their fragments were found both inside
some furnaces and in the ash. This cor-
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roborates the hypothesis that chambers
of the kilns were systematically emptied
in the surrounding area, offering an addi-
tional attestation that the workshop was
used for a limited period but in a very in-
tensive way.

The kilns of Level 4 cover or are cut
through the cells of Level 5 granaries
and warehouses. South-west of the house
known as Building 37, a narrow (1.2 to
1.5 m wide) street separates the dwelling
B 37 from a granary whose northern lim-
it, known since 1989 (Vallet 1996), was
defined by a wall similar to that of the
hypostyle room of B 37. The walls delim-
iting B 37 and the granary were similar
both because of their thickness and be-
cause of their small regularly spaced but-
tresses. The edifice close to B 37 seems
to be a granary or storehouse mainly be-
cause of its internal structure, articulated
in an almost modular way by little quad-
rangular cells (Fig.7). This same type of
internal structure has been recognized as
typical of granaries basements at several
other trenches in the early Ubaid phases
of ‘Uwaili (Forest 1991, Forest, Vallet
and Breniquet 1996). Since the parallel
walls and the spaces in between were of-
ten irregular and considerably narrow (up
to 60 cm), they were most likely covered
with wooden planks. Further, the spaces
appear to have been empty. This indicates
that they were not used to store grains,
but rather as a basement. The purpose
was to raise the floor of the granary, in
order to keep the corn dry and protected
from rodents.

The barn and the hypostyle house belong
to the same level, not only because their
perimeter walls are perfectly aligned, but
also because both these perimeter walls
lie on the same external floor in the al-
ley that separates them. According with
the plan of this level, B 37 and Granary 1
seem to constitute a single integrated unit,
despite the alley separating them. All oth-
er Level 5 buildings are also contempo-
rary to Granary 1 and B 37, but they were
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not built as part of a single complex: they
were rather progressively juxtaposed, as
demonstrated by the south-western limit
of Granary 1, a mud-brick wall parallel to
that running along the street next to B 37.
In fact, this wall has an irregular profile,
thickened by other walls that have been
placed next to it and that delimit another
storehouse (Granary 2). This one has been
built side by side to Granary 1 by thick-
ening their respective adjacent perimeter
walls, whose slightly different orienta-
tions suggest some kind of separation be-
tween Granaries 1 and 2. This does not
mean that each of these storehouses has
been constructed as a single architectural
structure. Indeed, internal thin walls (one
row of bricks) partitioning both the ware-
houses are often characterized by slightly
divergent orientations, which suggest dif-
ferent vicissitudes, restorations, repairs
and renewals in the internal pigeon-hole
structure of the storehouses. Neverthe-
less, Granaries 1 and 2 represent two co-
herent buildings. They are distinct, but
not separate. Probably, their architectur-
al juxtaposition does not depend just on
their shared function to stock cereals and
Crops.

In fact, it is possible that the southern
sector of Granary 2, with platforms (58,
71, and 78) carefully tiled in mudbricks
and supporting medium-size tandoors
(73, 75) and large size oven (62), allowed
a passage between Granaries 1 and 2 and
constituted a shared work area to cook
foodstuffs. Towards the upper part of the
Tell, in the eastern portion of the south-
ern sounding, two platforms and a little
oven (1058, 1059) could offer an exam-
ple of analogous working and cooking
areas shared between two warehouses.
In any case, the functional juxtaposition
and probable operative connection be-
tween distinct granaries goes with the as-
sociation between each storehouse and a
specific dwelling. The same kind of cor-
relation observed between B 37 and Gra-
nary 1 seems to exist also between Gra-

SUMER LXVI

nary 2 and B 110, in the western corner
of the lower sector. Building B 110 is a
domestic tripartite structure: its internal
equipment has been identified without
being deep excavated, while its western
wing has been partially recognized in the
wester limit of the sounding (Fig. 8). Just
as an intermediate alley divides Build-
ing 37 and Granary 1, a narrow passage
separates this dwelling from Granary 2.
Likewise, other alleys separate Granary 2
and Building B 110 from Building B 111,
another partially excavated storehouse.
The internal organization of Building B
110 was delineated by thin walls of one
row of mudbricks, whose function was
to outline the different rooms. The roof
was supported by roughly quadrangular
(45x45 cm) mudbricks pilasters arranged
in rows close to the thin walls. The rows
of