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BOUNDARY VALUE PROBLEMS AND HARDY
SPACES FOR ELLIPTIC SYSTEMS WITH BLOCK
STRUCTURE

PASCAL AUSCHER AND MORITZ EGERT

ABSTRACT. For elliptic systems with block structure in the upper
half-space and t-independent coefficients, we settle the study of
boundary value problems by proving compatible well-posedness of
Dirichlet, regularity and Neumann problems in optimal ranges of
exponents. Prior to this work, only the two-dimensional situation
was fully understood. In higher dimensions, partial results for
existence in smaller ranges of exponents and for a subclass of such
systems had been established. The presented uniqueness results
are completely new. We also elucidate optimal ranges for problems
with fractional regularity data.

The first part of the monograph, which can be read indepen-
dently, provides optimal ranges of exponents for functional calculus
and adapted Hardy spaces for the associated boundary operator.

Methods use and improve, with new results, all the machinery
developed over the last two decades to study such problems: the
Kato square root estimates and Riesz transforms, Hardy spaces
associated to operators, off-diagonal estimates, non-tangential es-
timates and square functions and abstract layer potentials to re-
place fundamental solutions in the absence of local regularity of
solutions.

This mostly self-contained monograph provides a comprehensive
overview on the field and unifies many earlier results that have been
obtained by a variety of methods.
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1. INTRODUCTION AND MAIN RESULTS

1.1. Objective of the monograph. Consider the elliptic system of
m equations in (1 + n) dimensions, n > 1, given by

ZZ@ Ao‘ﬁ (t:z:))zO (a=1,....,m, t>0, z € R"),

1,7=0 =1

where 0y := and 9, =2 ifi =1,...,n. Notethat the coefficients do
not depend on the normal Varlable t > 0 Ellipticity will be described
below, but when m = 1, the uniformly elliptic equations are included.

Boundary value problems for such systems have been extensively
studied since the pioneering work of Dahlberg [38] in the late 1970s.
The upper half-space situation is prototypical for Lipschitz graph do-
mains. The case of t-independent coefficients is already challenging
and meaningful since t-dependent coefficients are usually treated via
perturbation techniques.! As usual in the harmonic analysis treat-
ment of elliptic boundary value problems, solutions are taken in the
weak sense, interior estimates involve non-tangential maximal functions
and /or conical square functions and convergence at the boundary is to
be understood in an appropriate non-tangential sense.

In this monograph, we consider the class of systems in block form,

that is, when there are no mixed aa——derlvatlves In short notation,
the system can be written as
(1.1) Or(adyu) + div,(dV,u) =0

where the matrix A = (Af‘f (x)) above is block diagonal with diagonal
(matrix) entries a = a(x) and d = d(z), hence the name. These sys-
tems enjoy the additional feature that one can always produce strong
solutions using the Poisson semigroup e~tL'? associated with the sec-
torial operator L := —a~'div, dV, on the boundary.” Existence and
uniqueness of solutions to the boundary value problems are therefore
inseparably tied to operator theoretic properties of L.

Our goal is to identify all spaces of boundary data of Hardy, Lebesgue
and homogeneous Holder-type, for which the Dirichlet and Neumann
boundary value problems have weak solutions, and then prove unique-
ness in these cases. Thus, we aim at proving well-posedness results for
the largest possible class of boundary spaces.

To this end, we unify and improve, with several new results along
the way, all the machinery developed over the last two decades to
study such problems: the Kato square root estimates and Riesz trans-
forms, Hardy spaces associated to operators, off-diagonal estimates,

IThe reader can refer to Kenig’s excellent survey [71] for background on these
topics. They lie beyond the scope of our monograph.
2We identify the boundary of the upper half-space with R™.
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non-tangential estimates and square functions, abstract layer poten-
tials replacing fundamental solutions in the absence of local regularity
of solutions, ...

Prior to this work, only the two-dimensional situation was fully
understood for the boundary value problems. In higher dimensions,
partial results for existence in smaller ranges of exponents and for a
subclass of such systems had been established. The uniqueness re-
sults are completely new. We essentially close this topic by obtaining
well-posedness in ranges of boundary spaces likely to be sharp in all
dimensions.

For Dirichlet-type problems these ranges go beyond the semigroup
theory for et on Lebesgue or Sobolev spaces. The global picture
is that for the regularity problem, one can go one Sobolev exponent
down from the semigroup range and for the Dirichlet problem, one can
go one Sobolev exponent up. In particular, we exhibit for the first time
the possibility of solving Dirichlet problems for Hélder and BMO-data
without relying on any sort of duality with an adjoint problem with
data in a Hardy space. For the Neumann problem, we shall provide
a missing link to the existing literature, so that well-posedness in the
optimal range of boundary spaces follows from earlier results. This
range is the one provided by the semigroup theory.

Natural extensions of the results above are the Dirichlet and Neu-
mann problems for data with fractional regularity between 0 and 1, for
which we also provide well-posedness results. This concerns data in
Besov and even Hardy—Sobolev spaces. We believe they are optimal in
the formulation of the problem as well as in the ranges of spaces.

Most recent results in the field rely on one of two opposing strategies,
sometimes referred to as second- and first-order approaches. None of
these two approaches can be used ‘off-the-shelf’ in order to cover the
full range of results that we are aiming at here. Indeed, in the for-
mer, the Poisson semigroup et g usually treated by comparison
with the heat semigroup e *’L which offers better decay properties.?
When a # 1, it may happen that L is sectorial of angle larger than
7/2, and hence —L does not generate a heat semigroup. This forces
us to rely on resolvents (1 + ¢2L)~! instead, which offer sufficient off-
diagonal decay but introduce new and partly unsuspected technicali-
ties. In the first-order approach, the elliptic equation is rewritten as an
equivalent first-order system of Cauchy-Riemann-type for the variable
F = [adu, V,u]" called the conormal gradient.* The approach is gen-
uinely built on the use of resolvents of a first order operator, but the
range of admissible data spaces is limited since it treats the interior
estimates for Dirichlet and Neumann problems simultaneously.

3References for these techniques are [13,32,33, 76].
In this context the idea is pioneered in [7,9).
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Most of our arguments are carried out at the second-order level, but
whenever convenient, we employ first-order methods to give more ef-
ficient proofs and novel results, even when a = 1. Readers, who are
not familiar with the first-order approach, may find in this monograph
a light introduction to some important features of the theory, while
keeping technicalities at the absolute minimum. We also character-
ize all ranges of boundary spaces that have previously been obtained
through first-order methods, using only the second-order operator L.
We believe that this helps in rendering accessible the cornerstones of
the first-order method to the broader audience that they deserve. At
the same time, the block structure will reveal interesting new phenom-
ena that could not be captured by the first-order method.

1.2. The elliptic equation. Consider again the elliptic equation (1.1).
The value of m (the number of equations) is irrelevant to everything
that follows and the reader may assume m = 1 when it comes to dif-
ferential operators such as gradient and divergence.” We write (1.1)
as

Lu = —div(AVu) = —0(adwu) — div, dV,u = 0,

where

a 0 n m mn
A= [0 d} R — L(C™ x C™)
is the coefficient matrix of dimension m(1 + n) in block form. The
equation is understood in the weak sense: By Lu = 0 we mean that
u € W2 (RE™ C™) satisfies

loc
// AVu-Vodtde =0 (¢ € CP(RH™ C™)).
RLt™

We assume that A is measurable and that there is a constant A € (0, 00)
called ellipticity constant, such that the following hold. First, A is
bounded from above:

[Alloe < A7

Second, A is bounded from below on the subspace H of vector fields
f=1fo,... fa] " in L*(R™; (C™)'*") that satisfy the curl-free condition
O; fr = Opfj whenever 1 < 5,k <n:

(1.2) Re(Af. f) 2 AllfI; (f €H),

where the angular brackets denote the inner product on L%. Due to
the block form, this lower bound can be written equivalently as two

®Notation in the case m > 1 looks exactly the same and is explained in Sec-
tion 1.9.
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separate conditions® : Strict ellipticity” of a,
(1.3) Re(a(z)€, &) > A¢]* (z €R", £€C™),

so that a is also invertible in L*°(R"; C™), and the Gdrding inequality
for d,

(1.4) Re(dV,v, V,v) > N|V,o|; (v e CPR™C™)),
which in general is weaker than strict ellipticity.

1.3. The critical numbers. We use Hardy and homogeneous Hardy—

Sobolev spaces H? and H' in the range p € (14, 00) with the convention

that for p € (1,00) they coincide with Lebesgue and homogeneous

Sobolev spaces LP and W', respectively. We denote by p, and p* the

lower and upper Sobolev conjugates of p. In particular, 1, := n/(n+1).
We keep on denoting by

L=—a'div,dV,

the boundary operator associated with (1.1), defined as a sectorial op-
erator in L? with maximal domain in Wh2.

The applications to boundary value problems require understanding
the functional properties of the Poisson semigroup (e_tLl/Q)bo, which
comes as the natural solution operator, on Hardy and Hardy—Sobolev
spaces. The existence of the Poisson semigroup operator et g
granted from the functional calculus for L on L%8

Two intervals will rule our entire theory:

e (p_(L),ps+ (L)) is the maximal open set within (1,, co) for which
the family (a(1 + L) 'a™1);s¢ is uniformly bounded on HP.

e (q_(L),q4(L)) is the maximal open set within (1., co) for which
(tV,(1 4+ t?L)"*a™ )4~ is uniformly bounded on H”.

The endpoints p+(L), g+ (L) are called critical numbers associated with
L.° They have various characterizations proved throughout the mono-
graph. For example, replacing (1 + t2L)~ by e 2% leads to the same
intervals, which shows that the critical numbers capture sharp uni-
form boundedness properties of the Poisson semigroup for L in Hardy
spaces.’’ We give a systematic study of these numbers, their inner

6This follows since in the definition of H the first component fy is arbitrary and
the curl-free condition is equivalent to [f1, ..., fn] " = V,h for some distribution A,
see [85, p. 59]. Then use that Cg° is dense in the homogeneous Sobolev space W1’2,
see [87, Thm. 1].

"The term strict accretivity is also common.

8This is a classical construction. We give the necessary background in Section 3.

9The idea to use critical numbers for the sake of a flexible theory that applies
to any given operator originates in [6]. Therein, they have been defined for a = 1
through LP-boundedness of the heat semigroup. We shall prove that when a = 1
our intervals coincide with the ones of [6] in the range (1, 00), see Section 12.

0This is proved in Section 12.
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relationship and their values depending on the dimension for the class
of all L. In particular, we shall show that they are independent of a.!!
Of course, that does not mean that we can assume a = 1 in general.

For now, all one needs to know is that the best conclusion for the
critical numbers for the class of all L is

(3,00) if n=1

(p—(L),p+(L)) 2 § [1,00) ifn=2
[ 2] ifn > 3

n+2’ n—2
and
(1,00) ifn=1
L L 2
(q ( ) q+< )) {[n2+272] lfn > )
and that in general p_(L) = ¢_(L) and py(L) > (¢+(L))*. Including

systematically exponents p € (1*, 1] is a novelty of our approach for
both the functional properties of L for its own sake'? and the applica-
tions to boundary value problems.

1.4. Square root problem and Hardy spaces. One may wonder
how we determine the spaces of data for the boundary value problems.
Typically, they should include Lebesgue spaces, and Sobolev spaces
in the range p > 1 and also Hardy and Hardy—-Sobolev spaces in the
range p < 1, as well as their intermediate fractional spaces. Indeed,
it is natural from the point of view of regularity theory to incorporate
the possibility of having estimates for p < 1, as is the case for instance
for equations with real coefficients. The limitation to p > 1, can be
understood from Sobolev embeddings and duality: The best one can
hope for in absence of smoothness of the coefficients is regularity theory
in Holder spaces of exponents less than 1.

The whole theory is built from the case p = 2. For the regularity
problem!?, it was Kenig'* who observed that the required interior esti-
mates are linked to the Kato conjecture for L, that is, the homogeneous
estimate

laLV2 fll2 = [V fl2,

which identifies the domain of L'/? as the Sobolev space W2 since a
is invertible in L*°. This conjecture is now solved.

HThis is proved in Section 6.

12Gection 10 is about consequences for the functional calculus and Section 14
provides a connection to kernel estimates.

BMore precisely, the problem (R)4 defined in Section 1.5.

1See 71, Rem. 2.5.6].

15In the case a = 1, these are the results in [34] when n = 1, [60] when n = 2
and [12] in all dimensions. When a # 1, this is proved in [70] when n = 1 and then
[25] in all dimensions.
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The HP-theory for the square root of L consists in comparing al'/?
and V, in H?. One estimate is the HP-boundedness of the Riesz trans-
form V,L712a7!, namely ||V.fllgr < [|[aLY?f|lur, and then there is
the reverse estimate. Of course, the left multiplication with the strictly
elliptic function a can be omitted when p > 1. The conclusion is'®

IV fll < LM fllw it and only if ¢_(L) < p < . (L)

for the Riesz transform and that the reverse estimate holds in a larger
range, namely

a2 fllie S IVafllwe if (q-(L). V L) <p < p+(L).

What allows us to push the discussion to the range of exponents 1, <
p < 1is the systematic use of Hardy and Hardy—Sobolev spaces H; and
HlL’p associated with L that are defined using square functions involving
the functional calculus of L.

This foreshadows the main operator theoretic result of the mono-
graph. Indeed, our approach to obtaining square function bounds and
non-tangential maximal function bounds as in Theorem 1.1 and The-
orem 1.2 below is to determine the ranges of exponents for which ab-
stract Hardy and Hardy—Sobolev spaces associated to L coincide with
concrete spaces.!” The upshot is that up to equivalent p-quasinorms,
we are able to show

(1.5) H: = H?NL* if and only if p_ (L) < p < py (L)
and
(1.6) H}? = HY N L2 if (¢_(L). V1,) <p < q+(L),

where identification fails at the upper endpoint.!® Even for the func-
tional calculus per se these identifications yield interesting new re-
sults.'” We now come to the boundary value problems.

16T his is proved in Section 11. In the Lebesgue range (1,00) it was first done in
[23] when n =1 and 1 < p < oo, and reproved in [16]. For all dimensions, when
a = 1, the optimal range of p within (1, 00) was settled in [6] after earlier works of
[30,56]. For discussions in the Hardy range p < 1 when a = 1, see [58]. Smaller
intervals within the Lebesgue and Hardy range when a # 1 have been obtained in
[22,48,63].

TThis approach is of course not new and the very reason why these spaces
have been introduced. The latest development and exposition can be found in [3].
Elaborations on Hardy—Sobolev spaces associated to L were previously considered
in [58] when a = 1 and then in [22,48] for general Dirac operators.

18This is proved in Section 9, except for the openness of H(L) and H'(L) at the
upper endpoint, which are obtained in Section 11 as a consequence of the results
for the Riesz transform. When a = 1 and m = 1, results are obtained in [58] with
a different definition for the Hardy—Sobolev space and p < 2, and limitations to
p > 1 for the identification for the Hardy space.

19Gee Section 10.
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1.5. Main results on Dirichlet problems. Since for general systems
the solutions might not be regular, we use the Whitney average variants
of the non-tangential maximal function in order to pose our boundary
value problems. Also we formulate the approach to the boundary in
a non-tangential fashion using Whitney averages. When we get back
to systems where solutions have pointwise values, these variants turn
out to be equivalent to the usual non-tangential pointwise control and
limits. More precisely, we let

B 1/2
S s (ffreppaa) @er.
>0 W (t,z)
with W(t, x) := ({/2,2t) x B(x,t).
For 1 < p < oo, the L” Dirichlet problem with non-tangential maxi-
mal control and data f € L?(R"™; C™) consists in solving

Lu=0 (in RIt™),
(D); N.(u) € LP(R"),
lim;_,o HW(m) lu(s,y) — f(z)|dsdy =0 (a.e. z € R").

For the endpoint problem (D)f the natural data class turns out to be
a subspace of L', namely the image of H' under multiplication with
the bounded function a=!.

As usual, well-posedness means existence, uniqueness and continu-
ous dependence on the data. Compatible well-posedness means well-
posedness together with the fact that the solution agrees with the en-
ergy solution that can be constructed via the Lax—Milgram lemma if
the data f also belongs to the boundary space HY*%(R"™; C™) for energy
solutions.

Let us formulate our principal result on the Dirichlet problem, where
we denote by S the standard conical square function

(//| e vl dfiy) (x € R™).

Theorem 1.1 (Dirichlet problem). Let p > 1 be such thatp_(L) < p <
py(L)*. Given f € LP(R%;C™) when p > 1 and f € a~* H'(R";C™)
when p = 1, the Dirichlet problem (D)g 1s compatibly well-posed. The
solution has the following additional properties.

(i) There is comparability
INo(@)llp = llaf [l = SVl

ii) The non-tangential convergence improves to L2-averages
(ii) g g D g

lim lu(s,y) — f(z)]*dsdy =0 (a.e. x € R™).
t—0 W(t,z)
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(iii) Whenp < py(L), then au is of class™ Cy([0, o0); H?(R™; C™))N
C*((0, 00); HP(R™; C™)) with u(0,-) = f and

sup [lau(t, -)||me == [laf|me
t>0

(iv) When p > p4(L), then for all T > 0 and compact K C R", u
is of class C([0,T]; L*(K;C™)) with u(0,-) = f and there is a
constant ¢ = ¢(T, K) such that

sup |[u(t, )2y < el fllp-
0<t<T

As expected, the solution above is given by u(t,z) = e """ f(z) if
in addition we have f € L? and by an extension by density of this
expression for the respective topologies for general f. In the range
p < ps(L) we can use the extension to a proper Cg-semigroup on
the data space, which explains the regularity result (iii). However, and
this was never observed before, the range of exponents in the statement
exceeds by one Sobolev exponent the range provided by the semigroup
theory.”! This means that in this case u is understood as a function
of both variables ¢ and = simultaneously that does not come from a
semigroup action.

Parts (i) and (iii) in the theorem remain true for the Poisson semi-
group extension u(t,z) = e " f(z) of data f € a~'(H?NL?), even
when p_(L) < p < 1. This is why we have systematically incorporated
multiplication by a in our estimates, although it can be omitted when
p> 1.2

For 1, < p < oo, the H? regularity problem consists in solving, given
f € HP(R™ C™),

Lu =0 (in RLt™),
(RE { N(Vu) e L(RY)
limy g Hw(t,x) lu(s,y) — f(z)|dsdy =0 (a.e. z € R™).

As a (quasi-)Banach space H'” is a space of tempered distributions
modulo constants but this point of view is not appropriate for the reg-
ularity problem. What we mean here is that the data f is a tempered
distribution such that V,f € H?. By Hardy—Sobolev embeddings any

20As usual, the notation Co([0, 00)) means continuity and limit 0 at infinity.

21When a = 1, Mayboroda [76] dealt with variants where the L*-averages in the
maximal functions are replaced with LP-averages. Her range of exponents is not the
same and indeed, she shows that well-posedness is limited to the semigroup range.

22These estimates can be extended to f in a closure of the data class for the
quasinorm ||a - ||iz». However, since H? does not embed into Li,, for p < 1 and a is
not smooth, it is unclear whether this abstract extension has any reasonable (e.g.
distributional) interpretation on the level of the boundary value problem. Even if
a =1, (ii) has no meaning for us.
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such distribution is a locally integrable function and this gives a mean-
ing to the boundary condition.?

Our principal result exhibits again an extended range of compatible
well-posedness.?* The solution is given by the Poisson semigroup if
the data also belongs to L? and appropriate extensions thereof in the
general case.

Theorem 1.2 (Regularity problem). Let (q—(L). V 1.) < p < ¢4+ (L).

Then the regularity problem (R)g is compatibly well-posed. Given f €
Hl’p(R"; C™), the unique solution u has the following additional prop-

erties.

(i) There are estimates

INA(Vu)lp 2 1SEV )l = Ve fllue Z gl

with g = —aL'?f being the conormal deriative of u, where
the square root extends from HYP(R™; C™) N WH3(R™; C™) by
density.

(ii) For a.e. x € R™ and all t > 0,

(]%V . |u(s, y) — f(x)]? dsdy)é SN (Vu)(2).

In particular, the non-tangential convergence improves to L*-
averages. Moreover, lim; o u(t,-) = f in D'(R™).
(i) If p > 1, then for a.e. x € R™,

2] - [5] oo

lim
t—0 W(t,{[’)

where g is as in (i).
(iv) V,u is of class Co([0, 00); HP(R™; C™))NC>((0, 00); HP(R™; C™))
with V,u(0,-) = V. f and

Ve fllur ~ sup [[Voult, )||ne.
0
If p < n, then up to a constant® u € Cy([0, 00); L7 (R™; C™))N
C>((0,00); L7 (R™; C™)) with u(0,-) = f and
I/ p S IVafllwr + 11

pe < sup lu(t, ) P
t>0

231 fact, the condition N, (Vu) € LP(R") guarantees existence of a trace in H'P
in the sense of this limit at the boundary. See Appendix A.

24The fact that there is an extended range related to a Sobolev exponent down
was observed by Mayboroda [76] when a = 1, who establishes || N, (V)| < [|Vafll,
for p € (p_(L)« V 1,2 + €] inspired from the estimate |LY2f||gr < ||Vof|lme in a
similar range from [6]. We point out that Step V in the proof of [76, Thm. 4.1]
has a flaw that can be fixed (personal communication of S. Hofmann) or treated
differently, see the argument in [32].

25The constant is chosen via Hardy-Sobolev embeddings such that f € L? "
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(v) If p > p_(L), then adyu is of class Co([0, 00); H?(R™; C™)) and,
with g as in (i),

[N @)l = sup [ladhu(t, ) [ = llgllwe = IV l[ne-

As mentioned earlier, prior to these two results the situation was
fully understood only in the case of boundary dimension n = 1.2

One may wonder whether in the case p,(L) > n there are results
for the Dirichlet problem with exponents ‘beyond oo’, which, in view
of Sobolev embeddings, we think of corresponding to the homogeneous
Holder spaces AQ(R”; C™), 0 < a < 1, with the endpoint case A° =
BMO. We define the Carleson functional

curier =5 [ [, o) wew

For a € (0,1), one formulation of the Dirichlet problem with data
f € A%(R™; C™) consists in solving

Lu=0 (in RY™),
(D)% ColtVu) € L¥(R™),
lim;_ o HW(m:) lu(s,y) — f(z)|dsdy =0 (a.e. z € R").

The interior control from the Carleson functional alone implies exis-
tence of a non-tangential trace f € A%(R”; C™) as in the third line*’, so
that this is the weakest possible formulation of the boundary behavior.
Again, we regard A® as a space of functions to make sense of the limit
condition. This non-tangential trace also satisfies || Nyq(u — f)|loo S

|Co(tVu)||oo, where on the left-hand side we use the sharp functional
on Whitney averages

- 1/2
Bl = 1)) =sup i (ff ) - FPasty) (e R

t>0 t¢

Such a trace result is not available for &« = 0 and we formulate the
boundary behavior for the endpoint problem differently, using conver-
gence of Cesaro averages, which is natural from the point of view of

26This is due to [23], where existence and uniqueness are shown in the largest
possible range 1 < p < oo as well as existence for a Dirichlet problem in the Hardy
range 1, = 1/2 < p < 1. When n > 2 and a = 1, non-tangential maximal functions
estimates pertaining to the Dirichlet and regularity problems first appeared in [76]
and some related square functions estimates are in [13]. Uniqueness has not been
considered in general, except for systems having regular solutions [59,61]. A possible
strategy for general elliptic systems has been developed in [11], but it only covers
some smaller range of exponents when it comes to the block situation.

2TWe include a proof of the trace theorem in Appendix A.
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both our construction and our approach to uniqueness theorems:

Lu=0 (in RLF™),
(D)% Co(tVu) € L®(R"),
lim, o £ [u(s,-) — f|ds =0 (in L (R C™)).

The discussion of non-tangential traces naturally leads us to formu-
lating a modified A“-Dirichlet problem

Lu =0 (in RY™™),
(D) e Nyao(u— f) € L*(R"),
limy g HW(M) lu(s,y) — f(z)|dsdy =0 (a.e. z € R™).

As we have seen above, this second problem is a priori comparable to
the first one when a > 0.2

We obtain compatible well-posedness for both problems in the same
range of exponents. In order to formulate the theorem, and systemati-
cally throughout this book, we denote by L the boundary operator for
the adjoint equation £*u = 0, that is L* = —(a*) "' div, d*V,.

Theorem 1.3 (A® Dirichlet problem). Suppose that p,(L) > n and
that 0 < a < 1 — /p,(). Then the Dirichlet problems (D)ia and
(5)§a are compatibly well-posed. Given f € A*(R™;C™), the unique
solution u is the same for both problems and has the following additional
properties.

(i) There is comparability

1Ca(tVu)lloo = 1] 1o
(ii) One has the upper bound

N = Hlloo S [1f 140

and CONVeETgence

lim lu(s,y) — f(z)]*dsdy =0 (a.e. v € R").
t—0 W (t,z)
In addition, u is of class C([0, T]; L, .(R™; C™)) with u(0,-) = f
for every T > 0.
(iii) If, moreover p_(L*) < 1 and o < n(Yp_(tt) — 1), then u is of
class Cy([0,00); A2, 1+ (R™; C™)) N C=((0, 00); A%« (R™; C™))

weak™ weak™
and
sup [[u(t, )| je = || f]] jo-
t>0

28Uniqueness for the BMO-Dirichlet problem with interior Carleson control and
Whitney average convergence at the boundary appears to be out of reach. See
[74,75] for a very recent account on such Fatou-type theorems in the case of elliptic
systems with constant coefficients.
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In addition, u is of class AO‘(]RE:F"; C™), with

ol o s, S 11

Since A® N'L? is not dense in A%, we cannot extend the Poisson
semigroup to the boundary space by density. In (iii), A® is considered
as the dual space of H”| where o = n(1/p—1), with the weak* topology.
The assumption in (iii) implies p4 (L) = oo and that the solution can be
constructed by duality, using the extension of the Poisson semigroup for
L* = a*L*(a*)~! to H?. Therefore the solution keeps the A%regularity
in the interior. This construction has appeared earlier.?”

The construction of the solution under the mere assumption that
p+(L) > n is much more general and we have

u(t,z) = lim e’tLl/Q(l{\.|<2i}f)(~”U)v

Jj—o0

where p, (L) > n is used already to prove convergence of the right-
hand side in L7 (R:*™;C™). This opens the possibility of uniquely
solving Dirichlet problems for Holder continuous (or BMO) data, while
producing solutions that have no reason to be in the same class in the
interior of the domain. To the best of our knowledge this phenomenon
is observed for the first time. Note also that p; (L) > n always holds
in dimension n < 4, so that in these dimensions both BMO-Dirichlet

problems are compatibly well-posed.

1.6. Dirichlet problems with fractional spaces of data. If we
think of the Dirichlet problem (D)5 as a boundary value problem with
regularity s = 0 for the data and the regularity problem (R)I‘,: as a
Dirichlet problem with regularity s = 1, we can depict the exponents
for both problems simultaneously in an (1/p, s)-diagram. There are two
classical scales of data spaces to fill the intermediate area of points
with 0 < s < 1: The homogeneous Hardy-Sobolev spaces H*? that
can be obtained from the endpoints by complex interpolation and the

homogeneous Besov spaces B*? that result from real interpolation.*

2References are [19,22,61].
30We give a detailed account on all sorts of relevant function spaces in Section 2.



BLOCK SYSTEMS 15

For 0 < p <ooand 0 < s < 1 satisfying I/p <1+ s/n3! the Dirichlet
problem with data f € B¥P(R"; C™) consists in solving
Lu=0 (in RI™),
(D)sr  { WHu) € L(RYH ),

lim;_,o HW(t,x) lu(s,y) — f(z)|dsdy =0 (a.e. z € R"),
where W (F) is the Whitney average functional

wiEes) = (ff (t )|F<s,y>|2dsdy)2 ((t,2) € RY™).

For 0 < p < oo and 0 < s < 1 satisfying 1/p < 1+ $/n, the Dirichlet
problem with data f € H*?(R™; C™) consists in solving

Lu=0 (in RLt™),
(D)§e S(t'~*Vu) € LP(R"),
limy g Hw(m) lu(s,y) — f(z)|dsdy =0 (a.e. z € R")

where S is the same conical square function as before.?

For p = oo we can identify B* = A®  so that (D). is a third
formulation of a Dirichlet problem for that space of data. The end-
point problems for the Hardy—Sobolev scale are formulated for data in

Strichartz’ BMO-Sobolev spaces H** = BMO?® and consist in solving
Lu=0 (in RIt™),
(D)fionne Co(t'~*Vu) € L®(R"),
limy_,o HW(M) lu(s,y) — f(z)|dsdy =0 (a.e. z € R").

We note that the approach to the boundary in these problems is not
in the sense of the usual trace theory, that is by extension of the restric-
tion map to the boundary defined on smooth functions. In fact, this ap-
proach would work for Besov spaces®® but not for Hardy—Sobolev spaces
which are not trace spaces in this sense. Our choice of a non-tangential

31When 0 < p < 00, this Sobolev-type condition characterizes the spaces that
can be obtained by interpolation between data spaces for the Dirichlet problem
(LP with p > 1) and the regularity problem (H” with p > 1,), see Section 2.6. In
particular, it is the natural restriction guaranteeing that all distributions in X*®
are locally integrable functions. The spaces B***® and H*°° also have this property,
see Section 2.5.

32Boundary value problems for general elliptic equations (m = 1) with data of
fractional regularity have been pioneered by Barton—-Mayboroda [28]. They treat
B*P-data for equations with the de Giorgi—Nash—Moser property. This assumption
was then removed in the first-order approach by Amenta along with the first au-
thor [3] and their approach includes the problems with H*?-data. Thanks to the
block structure we do not have to include a limiting condition for u as t — oo in
the formulation of our fractional Dirichlet problems. Such a condition appears in
the general framework of [3] but not in [28§].

33This is the point of view taken in [28]. See also [3].
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convergence of Whitney averages has one main advantage, valid for all
situations: each interior control implies existence of a unique measur-
able function f, called non-tangential trace (in the sense of Whitney
averages), such that the third condition holds, whether or not v is a
weak solution to Lu = 0. In this sense, we prescribe the boundary limit
in the weakest possible form. If, via a trace operator, lim;_,o u(t, -) also
exists in the sense of distributions (modulo constants), then the two no-
tions of boundary trace coincide (modulo constants).** The same limit
condition was taken in the boundary value problems from the previous
section (except for one of the Dirichlet problems with BMO-data). We
stress again that we consider the data spaces as classes of measurable
functions and not as distributions (modulo constants) and that this is
possible due to the assumption 1/p < 1+ /n.3!

In the figures below, we collect compatible well-posedness results
from the previous section on thick horizontal boundary segments at
s =0 and s = 1. For p = oo, we can represent these results also on
a thick vertical segment at 1/p = 0. Empty circles indicate boundary
points that are not contained in a segment of well-posedness. This
allows us to create a map f +— u for different values of (1/p, s) on these
lines and, roughly speaking, we can interpolate to fill in a shaded region
for compatible solvability of both fractional problems.*’

Of course, interpolation does not preserve uniqueness. Still, we shall
be able to show uniqueness (and hence compatible well-posedness) even
in a possibly larger region than for existence of a solution.®

Theorem 1.4. Let 0 < s < 1 and 1, < p < oo. If (Yp,s) belongs to
the region displayed in Figure 1, Figure 2 or Figure 3 (including the

thick vertical segment), then (D)%, is compatibly well-posed.

As customary, we obtain continuous dependence on the data: the
interior control is bounded by the data in the boundary space. For
the problems corresponding to all thick segments we have also seen the
reverse estimates in the previous section. Various additional regularity
properties in the spirit of Theorem 1.1 - 1.3 hold depending on the
particular boundary space.’”

In the following diagrams a color code allows us to distinguish differ-
ent zones that explain the relation of the corresponding well-posedness
results with the first- and second-order operator theory that we develop

34 A1l this is shown in Appendix A. Similar trace theorems appear in [3, Sec. 6.6],
where they are used to derive non-tangential convergence of the solution at the
boundary a posteriori.

35The fact that not only the data spaces but also the interior control from the
functionals S and W interpolate, shows again that these are natural classes of
solutions from our perspective.

36The corresponding regions and the proof of the uniqueness theorems can all
be found in Section 21.

3TPrecise results are stated and proved in Section 19.
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in parallel. A reader who is not familiar with these tools (yet) might
ignore the different colors for the time being and focus only on the
shape of the regions.

e Gray corresponds to what can be obtained from the theory of
first order D B-adapted Hardy spaces in [3].

e Blue shows extra information obtained from the theory of L-
adapted Hardy—Sobolev spaces.

e Red indicates results outside of the theory of operator-adapted
Hardy spaces.

All shaded regions in the strip 0 < s < 1 capture a situation that is
common to Hardy—Sobolev and Besov data and we set X to designate H
or B. They depict three different cases: first p, (L) < n, next p, (L) > n
but p_(Lf) > 1 and eventually p_(L*) < 1, which turns out to imply
p. (L) = oo by duality.®

We begin by illustrating the situation when py (L) < n. In this case
we obtain the segment on the bottom line for s = 0 and the top line for
s =1 from Theorems 1.1 and 1.2, respectively. This leads to Figure 1.
In all such figures we shall write pi instead of p, (L) and so on for the
sake of a clearer typeset.

D =

~

1 1 1 1 n+1
whH ok @ 2 (¢tty pEVl (pE)vi. n

FiGURE 1. Compatible well-posedness region for Besov
and Hardy—Sobolev data when p, (L) < n.

38Let us mention that the diagrams are up to scale when p_ (L) > 1 but not when
p—(L) < 1. In this latter case, the top blue point is always situated at (1/p_(L), 1),
while the bottom point would be (1, 0).
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In the case p (L) > n we can extend the bottom line to exponents
‘beyond infinity’, using Theorem 1.3. The point corresponding to com-
patible well-posedness of (D)%, is (—=2/n, 0). We shall see that this also
leads to compatible well-posedness of (D)g, .. at (0,a) as stated. A
similar result holds for (D)%, .. at (0,).* Figure 2 illustrates this ex-

tension in the case that p, (L) > n but p_(L*) > 1. This is the generic
situation in dimensions n = 3, 4.

5
A
1
Py
0
1
y 1
1 1 _ 101 11 1 1 1 ntl" P
n py n o pk a2 (¢Hy pEvl (pE)vi. n

F1GURE 2. Compatible well-posedness region for Besov
and Hardy-Sobolev data when p, (L) > n but p_(L*) >
1.

Figure 3 describes the case when p_(Lf) < 1, which happens for in-
stance when n = 1, 2 or for special classes of systems such as equations
(m = 1) with real-valued coefficients d.%"

39Gee Proposition 19.9.
40More examples are given in Section 14.3.
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S
AN

1
0
0

1

y 1

111 0 N 1 1 ntl’ P

n pLt a¢ 2 (¢FFy pEvl D)oVl n

F1GURE 3. Compatible well-posedness region for Besov
and Hardy-Sobolev data when p_(L*) < 1. This im-
plies p4 (L) = oo and hence there is no horizontal thick
red line as in Figure 2. The number 6 from [3] has a
specific meaning, see Proposition 19.3, and is not larger
than n(1/p** — 1), which is the limitation of part (iii) in
Theorem 1.3 for Besov-data.

1.7. Neumann problems. Although this is not central to our mono-
graph, we complete the discussion with results on the Neumann prob-
lem. For 1, < p < 0o, the Neumann problem with data g € H?(R™; C™)
consists in solving (modulo constants)

Lu=0 in RLT™,
(VE { N(Vu) € L/ (RY),
lim; o aduu(t,-) =g (in D'(R™;C™)).
Note that due to the block structure ad;u is indeed the conormal de-
rivative d,,u = eg - AVu. Here, constants are solutions which do not
change the Neumann data so we must argue modulo constants.
In order to understand how our results help in deducing a range of
exponents for which the Neumann problem is compatibly well-posed

from existing literature, we recall the first-order approach. For block
systems it simply begins by writing (1.1) in the equivalent form

adyu 0 divg| [a7' 0] [adu| |0
S lvxu] * {—Vz 0 ] lo d] [qu = o]’
where the second line is a dummy equation, or in short notation
(1.8) O0F + DBF =0,
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where F' = V u = [adyu, V,u|" is the conormal gradient and DB is
called perturbed Dirac operator. This operator is bisectorial and there
are associated abstract Hardy spaces HY, 5. The idea then is to work
backwards from that: first classify all weak solutions to (1.8) in the
usual classes and then try to reconstruct u from its conormal gradient.

The principal thesis in the work of the first author with Stahlhut [22]
and Mourgoglou [19] is that there is an open interval I, C (1., 00) such
that if p € I, then

e the conormal gradient of every weak solution to (N )5 has
an a priori representation via the semigroup associated with
DB = (DB,

e existence of a compatible solution for every g € HP(R™; C™)
implies uniqueness and hence compatible well-posedness®!.

The interval I, corresponds to identification HY,, = HY, of abstract
and concrete Hardy spaces up to equivalent p-quasinorms and a certain
LP-coercivity assumption of B when p > 2.

In the block case one can produce a formal solution to the Neumann
problem by u(t, z) == —L~ /2~ (q=1¢)(x), so that once this is made
rigorous, compatible well-posedness of (N )If follows in the range p € I.
This being said, our main contribution for the Neumann problem lies
in proving the equality??

(1.9) I, = (q¢-(L),q+(L))
and then we conclude the following result.

Theorem 1.5 (Neumann problem). Let q_ (L) < p < q4(L). Then the

Neumann problem (N)5 is compatibly well-posed (modulo constants).

With the determination of I, at hand, one can write down all further
implications from [19] for solutions with the a priori representation of
V 4u. This would lead us too far from the objective of our monograph.
Let us just mention that there are additional regularity properties for

solutions to (N )If in Theorem 1.5, similar to Theorem 1.2, and that

well-posedness of an adjoint ‘rough’ Neumann problem follows by dual-
ity.*3 Finally, in the spirit of Section 1.6, there are fractional Neumann
problems in between for which ranges of compatible well-posedness

41This is Theorem 1.8 in [19)

42The proof is in Section 15, Corollary 15.2 and the principal issue is to prove
the p-coercivity for p > 2. Before it was only known that when a = 1, I, cannot
be larger than (¢—(L), ¢4+ (L)) and that its upper endpoint is ¢4 (L) if in addition d
is strictly elliptic, see [22, Sec. 12.4.1].

4For further regularity in the Neumann problem, see Corollary 1.2 in [19].
Therein, the Dirichlet data is given by f = —L~'/2(a"'g) € H"* using a suitable
extension of the square root. For the duality with the rough Neumann problem
see Theorem 1.6 and then Theorem 1.3 and Corollary 1.4 in [19] for the a priori
representation and regularity for its solutions.
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have also been described via I;.%** In fact, this is the gray region in the
diagrams above.

1.8. Synthesis. We close the introduction with a comment further
explaining the color code in the diagrams in Section 1.6. Heuristically,
the HP-theory for DB comprises the theory for L at both smoothness
scales s = 0 and s = 1. On the level of Hardy spaces, this becomes
apparent in the fact that the interval in (1.9) is the intersection of
intervals of identification for H? and H}”, compare with (1.5) and
(1.6). On the level of boundary value problems, the first-order approach
via DB yields ranges of exponents in which problems with Neumann
and Dirichlet data are simultaneously well-posed — this is the gray
region. The L-adapted theory allows us to separate issues and obtain
significantly larger ranges for the problems with Dirichlet data — gray
and blue regions. Finally, there is a new phenomenon — solving Dirichlet
problems for one Sobolev conjugate above the limitation of the Hardy
space theory in the red region.

1.9. Notation. The following notation will be used throughout the
monograph.

Geometry and measure. We let B(x,r) C R"™ the open ball of radius
r > 0 around = € R". Given a ball B C R" of radius r(B), we write cB
for the concentric ball of radius ¢r(B) and define the annular regions

Cj(B)a j € Na by

Cy(B) =4B, C;(B)=2"B\2B (j>2).
The same type of notation will be used for cubes instead of balls. In
this case, £(Q)) denotes the sidelength of ). In order to avoid even the
slightest confusion, let us explicitly state that for us N := {1,2,3,...}.

We write the Euclidean distance on finite-dimensional vector spaces
as d(z,y) = |z — y| and extend the notation to sets F, F' C R" via

d(E, F) =inf{d(z,y) 1z € E, y € F}.
In R we denote points by (¢, ) and define the open upper halfspace
R ={(t,z) : t >0,z € R"}.

We write | - | for the Lebesgue measure if the underlying Euclidean
space is clear form the context. For integral averages we use { and ff
in R” and R, respectively, as well as the notation (f)g = f, f. We
use the (uncentered) Hardy-Littlewood maximal operator defined for
measurable functions on R" via

M(f)(z) = sup ][ fldy (z€RY),

B>z

44Gee [3] for an introduction to and results on these problems.
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where the supremum runs over all balls B that contain x. Occasionally,
we also use cubes instead of balls.

Gradient and divergence of vector-valued functions. Partial derivatives
of C™-valued functions are taken componentwise. If f is a C™-valued
function on a subset of R® or R'*", then

Veof = [0ufr -0, f1"

is a function valued in C™ = (C™)". In the opposite direction, if
F=|[F,...,F,]" is C"™-valued, then we let

divy F = 0, Fy + ...+ 0y, F.

Gradient and divergence with respect to all variables in R are de-
fined as Vf = [0,f, V. f]" and div = 0,F, +div, F| if F = [F, F||" is
valued in C™ x C™.

Ezxponents. We let

1 1
—=1-- (p € [1, 0], Holder conjugate),
p p
1 1 1 .
=4 (p € (0, 00], lower Sobolev conjugate),
b« p n
1 1 1 .
— === (p € (0,n), upper Sobolev conjugate),
p p n

1 1-6 0 : _

= + — (p; € (0,00], 6 € [0, 1], interpolating index).

[po.pile po m
The underlying dimensions for Sobolev conjugates is usually n and will
always be clear from the context. We also agree on p* := oo for p > n.

Constants. Given a,b € [0,00], we write a < b to mean a < Cb for
some C' > 0 (often times called ‘implicit constant’) that is independent
of a and b. We write a ~ b to mean a < b and b < a. In this case
one of a,b is equal to oo (or 0) precisely when both are. Unless stated
otherwise, estimates in this monograph are quantitative in the sense
that constants in estimates depend only on constants quantified in the
relevant hypotheses. Such dependence will usually be clear.

Index. This monograph has an index. For the sake of readability we
shall occasionally refer to results by their name listed in the index
instead of a number in the text.

2. PRELIMINARIES ON FUNCTION SPACES

Throughout, we consider CF-valued functions for some fixed k& € N.
For simplicity we often drop the dependence of k£ in the notation and
write L?(R") = L*(R"; C*), and so on. On R™ we abbreviate further

L? = L*(R"). Concerning the dilemma that parts of the literature only
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treat scalar-valued functions, we agree on using such results for k£ > 1
without further notice in the following cases:

e Splitting into components is immediately clear from the defi-
nition (e.g. L*(R™ C*) = @ L*(R™; C)),

e Proofs are exactly the same except for a systematic replace-
ment of absolute values by Hermitian norms (e.g. Calderén—
Zygmund decompositions or atomic decompositions).

The reader can consult this section to find all necessary background
whenever new function spaces pop later on in the text.

2.1. Lebesgue spaces and distributions. On a (Lebesgue) measur-
able set E C R™ we let LP(E), p € (0, 00], be the (quasi-)Banach space
of functions classes with finite (quasi)norm

1l = ( / | f|pdx)

The right-hand side is interpreted as the essential supremum when
p = oo. We abbreviate ||- ||, = || [|[Lr(rn). The classes of functions that
are p-integrable on compact subsets of E are denoted by L} (E) and
carry the natural Fréchet topology.

We write C;°(0), where O C R" is open, and S(R"™) for the test
functions with compact support and of Schwartz-type, respectively.
Their topological duals are the distribution spaces D'(O) and S'(R™).
The subspace Z(R") C S(R™) is the space of Schwartz functions f
whose Fourier transform Ff satisfies D*Ff(0) = 0 for all multi-
indices a € Nj. The dual Z'(R") can be identified with the quo-
tient S’(R™)/P(R™), where P(R™) is the space of polynomials on R™,
see |92, Sec. 5.2.1].

For p € [1,00] the Sobolev spaces W'?(0) is the collection of those
f € LP(O) that satisty V,f € LP(O) in the sense of distributions.

Again, there are local versions denoted by W, *(0).

loc

2.2. Tent spaces. Tent spaces have been introduced by Coifman—
Meyer—Stein in [35]. Good sources for detailed proofs are [1,2].
For x € R™ we introduce the cone with vertex z,

D(x) = {(s,y) € RY™ : |z —y| < s},

and define the corresponding (conical) square function for measurable
functions F : Ry — CN by

2y R = (e ) 3]

For ae > 0 the Carleson functional is defined as

(2.2) CoF(2) —sup—< / / \Qdydt)
r>0 T \T" B(z,r)
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With a slight abuse of notation, we denote by ¢~* F' the function (¢, y) —
tF(t,y).

Definition 2.1. Let s € R, a > 0 and p € (0, oo]. For finite p the tent
space T*P consists of all functlons F € L (RI™) with finite quasi-
norm

[E e = [ SEF)]p-

For p = oo the tent space T consists of all functions F' € L} (R*™)
with finite norm

[ [ psoese = [|Ca(t™F) oo

Remark 2.2. For brevity we set T? := T% for finite p and we abbre-
viate and T®® = T with the special case T® = T We also
note that F'+ t°F is an isometric isomorphism from T? onto T*? and
from T°% onto T*°%¢,

All tent spaces are quasi-Banach spaces (Banach when p > 1) and
their topology is finer than the one on L; (R.'"). Both statements
follow directly from the bounds

_l4n
SE(x) >t 2 ||Fl[i2(t20x B
Clen
CoF(z) Z 1772 T F izt yx B

for t > 0 and x € R™ and Fatou’s lemma. Moreover, for p < oo there
is a universal approximation technique by functions in LQ(RE”) with
compact support [2, Prop. 1.4]:

VE € TP : lim 1( -1 )XB(O,])F F (111 Ts,p).

_]*)OO

‘Universal’ refers to the fact that the same approximating sequence can
be used in all tent spaces that F' belongs to. Results of this type will be
important for us since we shall often work with intersections of spaces.
We could also change the cones I'(x) to

La(z) = {(s,y) € RY™ : Jw — y| < as}

for any fixed a > 0. This change of angle yields equivalent tent space
norms [35, Prop. 4].

If p € (0,00), then the (anti-)dual space of T*? can be identified
through the L? duality pairing

23) w6 = [[ | P T T,

see |2, Prop. 1.9 & Thm. 1.11]. We have

T it p > 1
(T*7)* = { e

T—s,oo;n(%—l) lfp <1
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In particular, T? = LQ(R?", @) with equivalent norms, which can

also be seen directly by Fubini’s theorem:

)2 dsdyd )2 S5 dsdy
nJJ|z— y|<s sttn

where w,, is the measure of the unit ball in R™. Thls technique is called
averaging trick in the following.

We shall need one more tent space that is related to the (modified)
non-tangential maximal function

1
(2.4) N,F(z) = sup (]5[ |F(s,y)|? dsdy) ,
t>0 W (t,x)
where x € R" and W (t, x) := (¢/2,2t) x B(z,t) is called Whitney box.

Definition 2.3. Let p € (0,00). The tent spaces T%? consists of all
functions F € L{ (RY™) with finite (quasi-)norm

[l g0 = [INEl,.

As before, these are quasi-Banach (Banach when p > 1) spaces with
a topology that is stronger than LIOC(Rf"). Moreover, a change of
Whitney parameters to W (t,z) = (cy't,cot) x B(w,cit) with co > 1
and ¢; > 0 leads to an equivalent T% -norm. For the reader’s conve-
nience we reprove this fact in Section A together with further auxiliary
properties of non-tangential maximal functions.

2.3. Z-spaces. In the context of boundary value problems these spaces
emerged from the work of Barton-Mayboroda [28] under a different
name. Their relation to tent spaces has been noted by Amenta [2].

For measurable functions F' on R}QL" we introduce the Whitney av-
erage functional

1

wielen) = (ff y Flsa)Pasdy) (o) € RE™)

Definition 2.4. Let s € R and p € (0, 00]. The Z-space Z*" consists
of all functions F € Ly (RY™) with finite quasi-norm

|Fllzes = W (7 F) g gaen, e

All Z-spaces are quasi-Banach spaces (Banach when p > 1), their
topology is finer than the one on Li (RYX™) and for p < oo they have
the same universal approrimation technique as the tent spaces. This
can simply be checked by hand or deduced by real interpolation since
Z-spaces are the real interpolants of tent spaces, see Section 2.6 below.
Many properties of tent spaces have a Z-space analog: A change of
Whitney parameters leads to equivalent quasi-norms (Remark A.2),
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the averaging trick reveals Z%? = L*(RI™", 442} = T%? and the L
duality pairing (2.3) gives rise to

7= if p>1
7SPY*
( ) {Z—s—‘,—n(%—l),oo lfp S 1 )

see |3, Prop. 2.22 & Thm. 2.28].

2.4. Hardy spaces. For p > 1 we set H” := L and for p < 1 we
denote by H” the real Hardy space of Fefferman—Stein [43]. For p =1
we have the continuous inclusion H* C L.

We shall exclusively work in the range p > 1, and for most of our
applications it will be convenient to think of HP-spaces in terms of
atoms.

Definition 2.5. Let p € (1,,1] and g € (1,00]. An Li-atom for H? is
a function a supported in a cube @ C R™ such that ||al|, < E(Q)%*%
and [p, adz = 0.

Of course we could also use balls instead of cubes in the definition.
The atomic decomposition [89, Sec. 111.3.2] states that every f € H? can
be written as f = Y7, A\;a;, where the sum converges unconditionally
in H?, the a; are L™-atoms for H” and the scalars \; satisfy

(2.5) A ller < 11f -

Moreover
e = inf O

When working with operators that are defined on some space L, s €
(1,00), but not on distributions, the following compatibility property
will be important: If f € H?NL?, then the series that realizes (2.5)
can be taken such that it also converges in L*. In fact, the explicit
construction in [89] has this property, as carefully verified in [82].

Occasionally, we shall need that for p € (1., 1] smooth functions with
compact support and integral zero are dense in H”. This follows, for
example, by mollification of L>*-atoms for H” with a smooth kernel [44,
Thm. 3.33|.

2.5. Homogeneous smoothness spaces. Good textbooks for fur-
ther background are [52,81,84,92|. An operator-theoretic perspective
on these spaces will emerge later on in Section 8.5. All function spaces
will be on R™ and for the sake of a clear exposition we omit this from
our notation.

Let ¢ € Cg° be supported in the annulus % < |¢] < 2 and normalized
to

d (@) =1 (£eR"\{0})

JEZ
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and introduce for j € 7Z the associated Littlewood-Paley operators
Ajf = F (27-)Ff). Here F denotes the Fourier transform on R™.
Whenever f € Z' then

(2.6) S Af=Ff (inZ),

JEL
see [84, Prop. 2.11]. The Paley—Wiener—Schwartz theorem [62, Thm. 1.7.7]
asserts that the packets A;f are smooth functions of moderate growth
and the general idea behind the following homogeneous smoothness
spaces is to measure them in Lebesgue-type norms.

Definition 2.6. Let s € R and p € (0, 00]. The homogeneous Hardy—
Sobolev space H*P when p < oo is the set of those f € Z’ with finite
(quasi)norm

£ llizso = 1ll17 = 278, F O llexzy -
The endpoint space H** is determined by the norm
[ fllggsee = 17 = 271 ;) ez Nl oo
_Z]el g ]

The homogeneous Besov space B¥P is the set of those f € 2’ with finite
(quasi)norm

1o = 117 = 27025 fllpllenczy-

Remark 2.7. Within the full scale of homogeneous Besov—Triebel-
Lizorkin spaces the common notation for H*? and B*? is FS o and Bp »
respectively.

In the following let X denote either B or H. Then X*? is a quasi-
Banach space (Banach when p > 1), different choices of ¢ lead to
equivalent (quasi)norms and there are continuous inclusions

ZCXPCZ.

Moreover, Z is dense in X*? when p < 0o via a universal approzimation
technique |92, Sec. 5.1.5]: If ¢ € S is such that ¢(0) = 1 and Fep is
supported in |£| < 1, then

Vfe X3P Nh_r)réo(l;gr(l] ((p(é-) Z Ajf) =f (in X*P).
l71<N

‘Universal’ has the same meaning and purpose as for the tent spaces

and the approximants are in Z provided that § < 2=V—1,

While the ambient space Z’ is well-suited for general considerations,
applications to boundary value problems require more concrete ‘real-
izations’ of X*P. This issue can be resolved thanks to an observation
due to Peetre [81, p. 52-56|, see also [84, Sec. 2.4.3]. Suppose that
L € Ny is such that L > s — n/p and let P;_; be the space of poly-
nomials of degree at most L — 1. Then for any f € X the series in
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(2.6) converges in &’/Pr_; and identifying f with the limit yields an
isometric copy of X*? that is continuously embedded into the ambient
space &' /Pr_1. In particular, the spaces of smoothness s < 1 can be
viewed as subspaces of §'/C and even of &’ if s <0 and p < oc.

Within these smaller ambient spaces, X*P can often be given an
equivalent and more familiar quasinorm that does not make sense mod-
ulo all polynomials. For example, we have the Littlewood—Paley theo-
rem

H =HP =17 (1 <p< o),

H'? = 1P (p<1),
see [52, Sec 6.2 & 6.4] and in accordance with the observation above L”
and H? do not contain any polynomials besides 0. For p = co we have
(2.7) H%* = BMO =: A,

see [92, Sec. 5.2.4| and references therein. Here, BMO is the John-
Nirenberg space of functions modulo constants with bounded mean
oscillation

nanMo:=:sup]/|f<x>—-<f>3|dx,
B B

where the supremum is taken over all balls in R". For 0 < s < 1
we denote by A® the Holder space of functions modulo constants with
finite norm

@ = W)
wty T =yl

If1

which can be identified with
A*=B** (0<s<1),

see |92, Thm. 5.2.3.2].
Next, we recall relevant duality results in the case of finite exponents
p. Since in this case Z is dense in X*P, we can view the (anti-)dual

space (X*P)* as a subspaces of Z’ by restricting functionals to Z. In
this sense we have

9

(XP)* = X% (1 < p < o0).

A direct proof for inhomogeneous spaces that applies mutatis mutandis
in our homogeneous setting is given in [92, Sec. 2.11.2], see also [92,
Sec. 5.2.5]. For s = 0 and p = 1 this is the famous H* ~BMO duality of
Fefferman—Stein [43]. In the case p < 1 we shall only need the duality

(2.8) ({HO) = A"G) (1L<p<1),

see |67, Thm. 4.2| or again [92, Sec. 2.11.2]. An alternative proof is
given in [45, Rem. 5.14].
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Spaces for different smoothness parameters are related via a lifting
property. The Riesz potential I, := F~1(| - |7°F f) is an isomorphism
X*P — X*+oP This is proved in [92, Sec. 5.2.3] for p < oo and follows
by duality for p = oo, see [92, Rem. 2.3.8.2]. On the basis of (2.7) we
find that

H** = [,(BMO) = BMO®* (0<s<1)

agree up to equivalent norms with Strichartz’ BMO*-spaces. We have
H*> C B** with continuous inclusion as a mere consequence of the
definitions and the inclusion (*(Z) C (°°(Z). In particular, H** is a
space of Holder continuous functions of exponent s. An equivalent,
more concrete norm is given by

B S AR )] )
29) Wl =0 (7 [ [ L= doay )

where the supremum is taken over all cubes @@ C R™, see [90, Thm. 3.3].
Together with the Mihlin multiplier theorem [92, Sec. 5.2.2/3| the
lifting property also yields
H'* = {feS'/C:V,f cH}
[ 1w 2= 1V f -

For p > 1 these are the more common homogeneous Sobolev spaces and
we write

W =H" & WP=WW)y=H0" (p>1).

In our usual range of exponents p € (1,,00) any distribution f € HP
can be identified with a locally integrable function. This follows by
density of Z in H'” and the extended Sobolev embedding theorem
that we recall for later reference.

Proposition 2.8. There are continuous embeddings
H'Y» CH" (1, <p<n),
H'? CAY™r (n<p< o).
The second part is the classical Morrey inequality [50, Thm. 7.17].
The first part is a special case of the general embedding theorem
XE0P0 C XSUPL () < py < Py < 00, So — Yo = S1 — V/p1),
see |67, Thm. 2.1].

2.6. Interpolation functors. Here, and throughout the monograph,
‘complex interpolation’ refers to the Kalton—Mitrea complex interpo-
lation method [69, §3|, which is well-defined for quasi-Banach spaces
and agrees with the classical Calderéon complex interpolation method
on couples of Banach spaces. As usual, we write [-,]s, 0 € (0, 1), for
the complex interpolation bracket. ‘Real interpolation’ refers to the
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classical K-method [29, Sec. 3.10] and the corresponding interpolation
bracket is denoted by (-,)s,, 6 € (0,1), p € (0, ).

We gather the standard interpolation formulse that will be needed
in the further course. To this end we let 0 < pg,p1 < 00, $p,51 € R,
6 € (0,1) and set p == [po, p1]e, s = (1 — 0)sg + Os;.

As for tent and Z spaces, we have up to equivalent quasi-norms,

[Tso’po, TP ]0 = TP (one p; finite),
(T807p07 e )9,]) =77 (80 7£ 81)7
(Zso,po’ 751,P1 )€7p — 75P (80 7§ 51)’

see |3, Thm. 2.12 & Thm. 2.30 & Prop. 2.31].

The required interpolation identities for X*? have been proved in
[3, Thm. 4.28 & Thm. 5.2] via an approach based on tent and Z spaces.
Their proof uses the language of operator-adapted spaces that will be
introduced in Section 8. We have up to equivalent quasinorms

[Hsovpo’ stl}e — HsP (one p; finite),
(Koom X)) B (504 1),

0,p
Different proofs for some of the identities have been given in many
earlier references including |45, 68, 92].

3. PRELIMINARIES ON OPERATOR THEORY

A particularly useful reference for our purpose is Haase’s book [53| and
the reader is advised to refer thereto whenever necessary.

3.1. Definition of the elliptic operators. We let a and d be the
coefficients of £ as in (1.1). The bounded multiplication operator B
and the first-order Dirac operator D are defined with maximal domain

in L*(R™; C™ x C™) by

a0 o div,
S P

We note that D is self-adjoint. Hence, it splits L? into an orthogonal
sum N(D) @ R(D). The null space N(D) consists of all f = [f., f,]"
with f, = 0 and div, f; = 0 and the closure of the range R(D) = H
is the space in our ellipticity assumption (1.2). Consequently, (1.2) is
equivalent to

Re [ Bf Faoza [ [ LP+IfPdr (7 €RD),

or again, using angular brackets to denote inner products, equivalent
to

(3.1) Re(BDu, Du) 2 ||Dull3 (u € D(D)).




BLOCK SYSTEMS 31

Because of this, we say that B is accretive (or elliptic) on the range of
D.

The perturbed Dirac operators

1 0 a~tdiv, . 0 div, d
(3.2) BD = {—dvm 0 } , DB = {—an_l 0 }

are again considered with maximal domain in L. Since B is bounded,
DB is closed and as consequence of (3.1) also BD is closed. Their
squares contain the following second-order operators:

_ ) S ;
(3.3) L 0 — |a div, dV, 07 ' — (BD)?,
0 M 0 —dVa ! div,
gy : o B :
(3.4) L 0 . div, dV,a 70 . _ (DB).
0 M 0 —Vza tdiv, d

The definition of L coincides with the more traditional variational ap-
proach to defining second-order operators. Indeed, the Lax—Milgram
lemma provides an isomorphism,

(3.5) A:WH2 5 W2 (Au,v) = / dVu - Vo de.

We have Au := —div, dV,u in the sense of distributions and one sees
that u € D(L) means that u € L> N"W"? with Au € L? and Lu = o~ Au.
Note that the domain of L does not depend on a. Occasionally, we will
write

Lo = —div,dV,,

for the divergence form operator L in the special case a = 1, that is to
say, the maximal restriction of A to an operator in L?.

3.2. (Bi)sectorial operators. Statements and proofs for sectorial and
bisectorial operators usually go mutadis mutandis. Most authors have
decided to showcase sectorial operators. In case of doubt the reader
can consult [42; Ch. 3|, which goes the other way round.

Let w € (0,7). We define the sector S} = {z € C: |argz| < w}
and agree on SJ = (0,00). A linear operator T on a reflexive Banach
space X is sectorial of angle w € [0, ) if its spectrum is contained in
S and if for every u € (w, ),

(3.6) My, = sup |z(z — T) Yxox < oo.

z€C\S},
Usually, wr denotes the smallest angle w with this property. A sectorial
operator is densely defined, induces a topological kernel /range splitting

(3.7) X =N(T) & R(T),

and the restriction of T to R(T) is sectorial, injective and has dense
range [53, Prop. 2.1.1].
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Bisectorial operators of angle w € [0,7/2) are defined analogously
upon replacing sectors with bisectors S, = Sf U (=S ) and share the
same properties. If T is bisectorial of angle w, then writing

(2= T2 = —(z = T) (=2 = T)!
we see that T? is sectorial of angle 2w. Moreover, N(7?) = N(T') and

hence R(7?) = R(T'), see [53, Prop. 2.1.1¢)].
As prototypical examples, BD and DB are bisectorial of the same

angle wgp = wpp with
(3.8) R(BD)= BR(D), R(DB)=R(D),

see [9, Prop. 3.3]. From (3.3) and (3.4) we obtain that L, M, L, M
are sectorial of angle not larger than 2wgp, but possibly exceeding /2,
with

(3.9) R(L) x R(M) = (L*(R";C™)) x dR(V)

(3.10) R(L) x R(M) = (L*(R™;C™)) x R(V.,,).
In particular, L and L have dense range and hence they are injective.

3.3. Classes of holomorphic functions. Let p € (0, 7). The classes
W7 (S)), 0,7 € R, consist of those holomorphic functions ¢ : S} — C
that satisfy

() S |27 Al (2 € 8)).

We write H*(S7) = W{(S;) for the bounded holomorphic functions
on Sf. The classes of functions with some decay and arbitrarily large
polynomial decay at 0 and co are

Ui(Sy)) = U U7(Sy) and WI(S)) = ﬂ WSy,
o,7>0 o,7>0
respectively. We suppress reference to S;: in the notation when the
relevant sector is clear from the context.
On bisectors we use the same notation and call a function non-
degenerate if it does not identically vanish on one of the two connected
components. An example of a degenerate function is z + [z], where

[z] = V22 (2 €C\iR)
is defined via the principal branch of the logarithm.
3.4. Holomorphic functional calculi. For the same reason as be-
fore, we can focus on the sectorial case. So, let T' be sectorial and let
p € (wr,m). If ¢ is of the form ¥ (z) = a + b(1 + 2)~! + ¢(z) for some

a, € Cand ¢ € WI(S}), then ¢(T) is defined as a bounded operator
on X via

GBI e =t H0+T) 4 o [ e)z-1) e,
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where v € (wr, i), the choice of which does not matter in view of
Cauchy’s theorem, and JS7 is oriented such that it surrounds the spec-
trum of T" counter-clockwise in the extended complex plane. The def-
inition extends to larger classes of functions by regularization: If e(T")
and (ey)(T) are already defined by the procedure above and if e(7T') is
injective, then

W(T) = e(T) " (ex)(T)

is defined as a closed operator and can be shown not to depend on the
choice of e. The expected relations

(1) +o(T) € (¥ +¢)(T)
W(T)p(T) € (o) (T)

hold and there is equality if /(T") is bounded.

Since the restriction of T' to R(T") is an injective sectorial operator,
e(z) = z(1 + z)~2 regularizes any bounded holomorphic function in
H>(S}). The convergence lemma states that if (1;); is a bounded
sequence in HOO(S:) that converges pointwise to 1, then

(3.12) U(T) = lim 0y(T)

in the sense of strong convergence on R(T).

We say that T" has a bounded H* -calculus on R(T') (of angle i > wr)
if for all v € (u, m) there is a constant MpS, such that

(3.13) 1 (D) gy ey < MEllUll=(ss) (¥ € H*(S))).

In fact, by the convergence lemma, it suffices to have the bound for all
¢ € UI(S}). In Hilbert spaces, these properties are independent of the
angle . This is one of the statements of the following fundamental re-
sult due to McIntosh [77], see also [53, Thm. 7.3.1]. The dependence of
the implicit constants easily follows from the proof and is also explicitly
stated in [64, Thm. 10.4.16,/19].

Theorem 3.1 (Mclntosh). Let T' be a (bi)sectorial operator in a Hilbert

space H. Then T has a bounded H*-calculus of some angle on R(T)
(equivalently, of angle wr) if and only if the quadratic estimate

o a2
I ([ leteir )

holds for all f € R(T') and some (equivalently, all) admissible and non-
degenerate ¢ € W1,

For fized angle v, the bound Mg, for the H*-calculus depends on
My, for some p € (wr,v) and implicit constants in the quadratic esti-
mates, and vice versa.
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We also recall the important reproducing formula for sectorial oper-
ators [53, Thm. 5.2.6] and remark that up to the usual modifications
there is a bisectorial version |22, Prop. 4.2].

Lemma 3.2 (Calderén reproducing formula). Let T' be a sectorial op-
erator in a reflevive Banach space X and let ¢ € Vi on a suitable

sector be such that [ ()% =1. Then

e dt _
| e G =1 (s eRD)
0
as an improper strong Riemann integral.

Remark 3.3. For any non-zero ¢ € H™ there is ¢ € ¥ on the same
sector such that ¢ = ¢ satisfies the Calderén reproducing formula,
for example ¥(2) = cg(z)e " /7, where ¢! = [7|¢(t)|2e™ 71/ 4L,

Coming back to concrete operators, quadratic estimates (and hence
bounded functional calculi) for BD and DB is a deep result due to
Axelsson-Keith-McIntosh [25]. For a condensed proof, see also [8,
Thm. 1.1]

Theorem 3.4 (Axelsson-Keith-McIntosh). The operators BD and
DB have bounded H*-calculi on the closure of their ranges.

Let now p € (2wpp, ) and ¢ € WI(S]). Then ¢ defined by ¢(2) =
¥(2%) belongs to W1 (S, /). From (3.3) we obtain

(L) 0 ] 5
3.14 =Y((BD)*) = ¢(BD).
sy 0| - e = wep)
The same argument works for E, M by referring to DB instead. McIn-
tosh’s theorem implies the following

Corollary 3.5. The operators L and L have bounded H®-calculi on
L% Likewise, M and M have bounded H*®-calculi on the closure of

their ranges.

Since B is accretive on H = R(DB) and maps this space onto BH =
R(BD), it follows that B|y : R(DB) — R(BD) is invertible and that
the restrictions of BD and D B to the closure of their ranges are similar

under conjugation with B|z. Therefore
(3.15) ©(BD)B = By(DB)

holds as unbounded operators from R(DB) into R(BD), whenever one
side is defined by the respective functional calculus. Elaborating fur-
ther along these line, we obtain

Lemma 3.6 (Intertwining relations). Let ¢ € H* on a suitable bisector
and ¢ € H> on a suitable sector. Then

Dop(BD)f = (DB)Df (f € D(D))
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and

diVx 1/1<M)fu = w(z) le:B va (fH S D(dlvll?))’

Vo U(L) fL = (M)V.f, (f.€ WLZ)-

Proof. For the first identity we note that Df € R(D) = R(DB) by
(3.8). Hence, we can apply (3.15) to D f in order to obtain

BD@(BD)f = Bo(DB)Df
and the claim follows since B is accretive on R(D). By means of (3.14)
and the analogous identity for DB the identities for L and M follow.
O

3.5. Adjoints. We note that the adjoint of a (bi)sectorial operator in
a Hilbert space is again bisectorial of the same angle [53, Prop. 2.1.1]
and that B* has the same properties as B. Since B is bounded, we have
(BD)* = DB* and likewise (B*D)* = DB, which yields (DB)* = B*D
because B*D is closed. Since all these operators are bisectorial, we
obtain ((BD)?)* = (DB*)?, which in matrix form reads

0] [—div,d'V,(a*) 0
(3.16) {o M*} _[ 0 Y, (a") M div, df |-

The Wi-calculus of any (bi)sectorial operator dualizes in the expected
manner ¢ (7)* = ¢*(T*), where ©*(2) = ¢(z) . If T has dense range,
for example 7' = L, then this relation also holds for all ¥ € U, ,cr V7,
see [53, Prop. 7.0.1(d)]. When a = 1, the operator L* is in the same
class as L. When a # 1, the operator L* is not in the same class as L
but is similar to such an operator under conjugation with a*. This is
why instead of L* we usually work with

L} = —(a") ' div, d'V, = (a*)"'L*a*
when it comes to duality arguments.

3.6. Kato problem and Riesz transform. Since z — [£l/z and its
inverse are bounded and holomorphic on any bisector, the bounded
H>°-calculus for BD entails that BD and [BD] share the same domain
along with comparability

|BDf||, ~ ||[BD]f||, (f€ D(BD)).

The left-hand side is also comparable to ||Df||2 by ellipticity. Looking
at the first component and using the specific form of BD and its square,
see (3.2) and (3.3), we obtain the resolution of the Kato conjecture.

Theorem 3.7 (Resolution of the Kato conjecture). It follows that
D(LY?) = W2 with the homogenecous estimate |L'?fly ~ ||V f|l2.
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As a consequence, we obtain a bounded extension L2 : W2 — L2
by density that is injective with closed range. It is an isomorphism
since its range contains R(L), which is dense in L? by (3.9). We denote
its inverse by L~Y2. In particular, the Riesz transform V,L™Y? is a
bounded operator on L.

The domains of fractional powers of exponent o € (0,1/2) can be
determined by complex interpolation.

Corollary 3.8. If o € (0,1/2), then D(L*) = H*** N\ L? with the ho-
mogeneous estimate || LY f||a > || f||g2en2-

Proof. By [15, Thm. 5.1] we have D(L*) = [L?, W"?],, N L? with the
homogeneous estimate [[L*f|l2 > || f[/p2 yiy1.2),, and from Section 2.6 we

know that [L2, W2y, = H?*2, O

3.7. Off-diagonal estimates. We develop on these estimates in Sec-
tion 4 below. Here we only gather the well-known L*bounds for our
standard operators from Section 3.2.

Definition 3.9. Let Q C C\ {0} and let V}, V5 be finite-dimensional
Hilbert spaces. A family (7(2)).eq of linear operators L*(R"; V;) —
L2(R™; V,) satisfies L? off-diagonal estimates of order v > 0 if there
exists a constant C' such that

d(E,F)\ "
RerEefle <1+ CE2) el
holds for all measurable subsets FE, ' C R", all z € Q and all f €
L*(R™; V}). Tt there are constants C,c > 0 such that the stronger

estimate
(E

_AE.F)
1eT(2)1pflla < Ce ™ F|[1pf
holds, then the family is said to satisfies off-diagonal estimates of ex-
ponential order.

While decay of polynomial order is most suitable for the abstract
theory that we develop in the upcoming sections, our prototypes actu-
ally satisfy the exponential estimate. For completeness, we include the
argument from [8, Prop. 5.1].

Proposition 3.10. The resolvent families ((1 + itBD)™!)ser\ oy and
(1 +itDB)™Y)er\joy satisfy L off-diagonal estimates of exponential
order.

Proof. We begin with the resolvents of T'(t) = ((1 + itBD)™!. Fix
t, £, F and set d = d(E,F). The family (T'(t))icr\ {0} is uniformly
bounded in L? since BD is bisectorial. Hence, it suffices to obtain the
exponential estimate for |t| < ad, where a > 0 will be chosen later on
in dependence of dimensions and ellipticity.
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We introduce G = {x € R" : d(z, F) < d2}. As d(F,°G) > d/z,
we can pick a smooth function ¢ that satisfies 1 < ¢ < 14 and
|V 2¢0]|oo < €/a for some dimensional constant C. Let 7 = e(@d/Ithy 1
and observe that

ad

el (on F).

ad
[

n=0 (onFE) and n=ell —1>
Thus, we obtain for all f € L? that

(3.17) %e%dlllFT(t)lEfllz < |lnT@O1efllz = [ln, T)1efl2,

where [, T(t)] = nT(t) —T(t)(n-) is the commutator between T'(t) and
multiplication with 1 and we have used 71y = 0. Next, we expand

(3.18) n,T(t)] =T(t)[1 +itBD,n|T(t) =itT(t)B[D,n|T(t).

By the product rule we find that [D,n] acts via multiplication by a
function fe®d/ ¥ where 6 is supported in G' and uniformly bounded
by a dimensional multiple of @d/||Vp|| < ©¢/jt. Since T'(t) and B
are (uniformly) bounded on L?  we conclude that

InT (612 < Calle® Tt 151,
< Ca(|nT®)1eflls + | TO1pf]s),

where C' depends on ellipticity and dimension and the second step
merely follows from 7 = e(@/Ith¥ — 1 Setting o := 1/2c, we can absorb
the first term on the right-hand side back into the left-hand side and
we are left with

W7 (OLe Sl < 51T 1]

Using (3.17) on the left and uniform boundedness of T'(t) on the right
completes the proof for the resolvents of BD.

For DB the only modification in the argument concerns (3.18), where
B appears on the right of [D, n]. O

Remark 3.11. The off-diagonal estimates extend to complex param-
eters t = z € S, for any p € (0,7/2 —wpp). The proof is literally the
same but it is also instructive to remark that one can use Stein inter-
polation against the uniform resolvent bounds. This argument appears
in greater generality in Lemma 4.13 below.

Corollary 3.12. The following families (T(z))zesi satisfy off-diagonal
estimates of exponential order:
(i) T(2) = (1 + 22T)" if p € (0, =—wr))2) and T € {L, L, M, M}.
(ii) T(2) = 2V, (1 + 22L)1 if pu € (0, (m—wr)/2).
In particular, these families satisfy L* off-diagonal estimates of arbi-
trarily large order.
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Proof. By Stein interpolation, see the preceding remark, it suffices to
argue for z € R\ {0}. Thanks to Proposition 3.10 we have off-diagonal
estimates of exponential order for

%((1 +12BD)™' + (1 — izBD)—l) = (1+2*(BD)*)™!,

as well as for the corresponding family with DB replacing BD. Thus,
(i) follows from (3.3) and (3.4). Similarly, we have

—izdiv, d(1 + ZQM)_1

1
—((1+izDB)™' = (1—izDB)™ ') = ~
2(( +12DB) (1-iDB) ) [ izV,a (1 + 22L)71

and we obtain the required off-diagonal estimates for
2V,a ' (14 220) " = 2V, (1 + 2°L) 'a
as stated in (ii). O

4. H? — H? BOUNDED FAMILIES

In this section we discuss general principles for H” — H?-bounded op-
erator families. We provide a toolbox that will allow us to manipulate
resolvent families associated with our first and second-order operators
efficiently on an abstract level.

4.1. Abstract principles. Throughout we work under the following
assumption unless stated otherwise:

o (I'(2)),eq is a family of bounded operators
L*(R%:V;) — L*R™%V,) indexed over some set
2 C C\ {0}, where the V; are finite-dimensional
Hilbert spaces,

e a; € LR L(V;)), i = 1,2, are such that a;(x) is
invertible for a.e. z and a; ' € L°(R™; L(V})).

(4.1)

Definition 4.1. Let (7'(2)).eq be an operator family as in (4.1) and
let 0 < p < g < oo. This family is a; H” —as H?-bounded if

(4.2) lay ' T(2)an fllus S 20577 | fllwr (2 € 9, f € HPNLE),

Usually, €2 is a half-line, a sector or a bisector in our application,
hence the follow-up on the scaling in (4.2).

Remark 4.2. (i) We omit Q and simply write (7'(z)) when the
context is clear. We speak of a H’-boundedness when a; =
a; = a and p = q. If ¢ > 1, then multiplication by ay is
an automorphism of H? = L7 and hence as; may be dropped
on the left-hand side of (4.2). We simply speak of a; H? — L4-
boundedness. If also p > 1, then a; may be dropped as well and
we speak of L — L?-boundedness (LP-boundedness if p = q).
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(ii) Occasionally, we shall use the following extensions to the no-
tions above. First, we can include endpoint Lebesgue spaces
for a; HP — L9, ¢ € {1,000}, and L” — L%boundedness, p,q €
{1,00}. Second, when 0 < p < 0o and 0 < v < 1, we speak of
a; H? —as A®-boundedness if

lay ' T(2)ar fllze S 121777 | fllwe (= €, f € HPNL?)

and make the same kind of notational abbreviations and ex-
tensions as before.

Since the Hardy spaces interpolate by the complex method and
have a universal approximation technique, the notion of a; H? —a, HY-
boundedness interpolates as well. Moreover, the notions ‘dualize’ in
the expected way as the next lemma shows.

Lemma 4.3. Let (T'(z)) be as in (4.1).
(i) If 1 <p < q < oo, then (T(z)) is LP — L¥-bounded if and only
if (T(2)*) is LY — L¥ -bounded.
(i) If 1. < p <1< g < o0, then (T(2)) is ag HP — Li-bounded if
and only if (T(2)*) is LY —(a?) A% -bounded.

Proof. We can assume a; = 1 and a, = 1 — otherwise we replace
(T'(2)) by (a5'T(2)a;). All of the claims take the abstract form that
one of (T'(2)) and (T'(z)*) is X; — Xs-bounded and the other one should
be X3 — X -bounded. As

(T(2)f.9) = (. T(2)g) (€9, fgel?),

it suffices to know that the X4-norm can be computed by testing against
functions in X7 N L% Above, either X; is a Hardy or Lebesgue space
and Xy is its dual (so the claim follows since X; N L2 is dense in Xi)
or X; = L™ and X, = L' (and the claim follows by testing against
characteristic functions of bounded sets). O

The next lemma provides us with a useful criterion for a family to
map a given H%space back into H? = L2

Lemma 4.4. Let (T'(2)) be a family as in (4.1) with V) = Vo =V and
a; = as = a. Suppose that there exist p,o € (0,2) for which (T(z))
is a P —aHP and a H? — L*-bounded. Then, for each q € (p,2), there
exists an integer 8 = B(p, q, 0) such that (T?(z)) is a H? — L?-bounded.

Proof. If p < p, then we can simply interpolate and take § = 1. Hence-
forth, we assume p < o.

Consider a (1/s, 1/t)-plane as in Figure 4 where (1/s,1/t) is marked pro-
vided (T'(2)) is a H®* —a H*-bounded. The initial configuration are the
vertices A = (Yp, Yp), B = (Y/2,1/2) and C' = (1/o,1/2). By interpolation,
we obtain their convex hull, that is to say, the closed triangle ABC'.
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Boundedness properties for (7?(z)) are visualized in Figure 4 as
follows: Take a point X = (1/s,1/t) on AC, move to AB on a hor-
izontal line, then move to AC on a vertical line and call that point
X' = (Y1,1/¢). Then (T2(2)) is a H* —a H' -bounded.

=

\
7

» =

h

FIGURE 4. Visualization of the proof of Lemma 4.4.

If 1/q < /o, then ABC contains the point (1/q,1/2) and we can take
B = 1. Otherwise, the segment AC contains at least one point X, with
abscissa /q. Starting from there, we construct Xz == (Xg_1)" as above.
After a finite number 5(p,q, o) of steps X3 lies on the segment BC'
with constant ordinate /2. Hence (T%(z)) is a H? —a H*-bounded, that
is, a H? — L?-bounded. O

4.2. Off-diagonal estimates. For Lebesgue spaces we shall make ex-
tensive use of off-diagonal estimates.

Definition 4.5. Let 1 < p < ¢ < 0o. An operator family (7'(z)).cq as
in (4.1) satisfies L? — L? off-diagonal estimates of order v > 0 if

n_n d(E,F)\ "
17l 5 115 (14 L) e,
for all measurable subsets E, FF C R" all z € Q and all f € LPN L2 If
there are is a constant ¢ > 0 such that the stronger estimate
d(E

n_n _ dUEF)
1LrT()1efllg S l2lsre ™ F1sf]l,

holds, then the family is said to satisfies off-diagonal estimates of ex-
ponential order.

As usual, we shall simply speak of L” off-diagonal estimates when
p = q. For p = g = 2 this notion is consistent with Definition 3.9.
Duality for Lebesgue spaces yields the principle that (7'(z)) satisfies
LP — LY off-diagonal estimates of order 7 (resp. of exponential order)



BLOCK SYSTEMS 41

if and only if (T'(2)*) satisfies LY — L? off-diagonal estimates of order
v (resp. of exponential order). As for composition of off-diagonal
estimates, we have the following rule.

Lemma 4.6. Let 1 < p < g < oo. Let (T(2)) and (S(z)) be families
as in (4.1) that are compatible in the sense that (S(z)T(z)) is defined.
Suppose that they satisfy LP — LY and LY —L" off-diagonal estimates of
orders vvs and v, respectively. Then (S(2)T(z)) satisfies LP — L off-
diagonal estimates of order ys Ayr. If the order is exponential for both
families, then the same is true for the composition.

Proof. Given E,F C R", we put d := d(F, F') and define G = {z €
R™ : d(z, F) < d/2}. Since we have d(E,°G) > d/2 and d(F,G) > d/2,

the claim follows on splitting
1F5KZ)7KZ)1EZZ 1F5%z)1GIKZ)1E'+'1F5%z)1CG7KZ>1E
and applying L” — LY and L? — L" off-diagonal estimates. O

Taking ¥ = F' = R", we see that [.” — L7 off-diagonal estimates are
a stronger notion than L” — LY-boundedness, but more is true. This is
well-known but we include a proof for convenience.

Lemma 4.7. Let 1 < p < q < oo. If an operator family (T'(z)) as in
(4.1) satisfies LP — LY off-diagonal estimates of order v > n, then it is
LY-bounded and LP-bounded.

Proof. If p = oo, then ¢ = oo, and L™ off-diagonal estimates imply
L*-boundedness. From now on we may assume p < oo.

Let f € LP. For fixed z, we partition R" into closed, axis-parallel
cubes {Qy }rezn of sidelength |z| with center |z|k. From Holder’s in-
equality and the assumption we obtain

ITRfIlE = 11T )1

kezn
<" 11, T ()
keznr
_nhp P
<l Y (Z 11, T( 1ij||q)
keznr ™ jezn
d(Q;, Q) g
<Y (S e(+ @) g,
keznr ™ jezn

Let | - |o be the ¢>*°-norm on R™ and d., the corresponding distance.
Then

d(Qj, Qr) > doo(Qj, Q1) = |2| max{]j — k[oe — 1,0}



42 PASCAL AUSCHER AND MORITZ EGERT

Young’s convolution inequality yields

TG < S (Z C(1+1j —k\w)”ul%fup)p

kezr N jezn
P
< c( (s |k:|oo)‘”) (Z HlefHZ)-
kezn jezn

The sum in k converges since for fixed m € N there are (2m + 1)" —
(2m — 1)" = O(m™ ') points k € Z" with |k|.c = m. The sum in j

equals || f||P. This proves the LP-boundedness of (7'(z)).
The same argument applies to the dual family, which satisfies LY —1”
off-diagonal estimates of order . This yields LI-boundedness of (T'(z)).
U

Remark 4.8. Re-examining the above proof reveals that (7'(z)) even
satisfies I’ and L? off-diagonal estimates, both of order v —n, and that
the order is exponential provided that this is the case for the L” — LY
off-diagonal estimates.

Indeed, assume that f is supported in a set £ and that the L”-norm is
taken on a set F' with d :== doo(E, F') > 4]z|. All cubes @ and @); that
are necessary to cover E and F', respectively, satisfy 2|k — j||2| > d.
Consequently, we only need to sum over k € Z" with |k| > d/2z| in the
final estimate. This sum is dominated by a multiple of (1 + d/z[)~7*™.
If the order for the L? — L off-diagonal estimates is exponential, then

cd
we would sum over e “*l= and get control by e 2:I. By duality, the
same conclusions are true on LY.

The previous lemma provides a means to obtain uniform bounded-
ness in one space from sufficient decay between different spaces. We
also need a result of this type for p < 1.

Lemma 4.9. Let (T'(z)) be an operator family as in (4.1). Suppose that
0 € (1.,1) and ¢ € (1,00) are such that (T(z)) is a; H® — LI-bounded
and satisfies L off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large order. In ad-
dition assume [g, ((a2)"'T(2)a1 f)(x)dz = 0 for all z and all compactly
supported f € L* with integral zero. Then (T(z)) is a; H” —ay HP-
bounded for every p € (p,1].

Proof. We can assume a; = 1 and ay = 1. Otherwise we replace T'(z)
with (ap)™'T(2)a;. Relying on the (L*-convergent) atomic decompo-
sition for H” NL? (see Section 2.4) it suffices to show that there is a
constant C' such that ||7'(z)allgr < C for all z and all L*™-atoms a for
HP.

Step 1: Molecular decay. We show that there exist C, ¢ independently
of a, z and 7 > 1 such that

(4.3) IT(2)allsc,@) < C(24(Q)) s 727,
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where () is the cube associated with a. For j = 1 we can simply use
L%-boundedness and Holder’s inequality:

IT()all, < Cllall, < CQ)? all < CHQ)T.
For 7 > 2 the off-diagonal assumption yields

20(Q)\
ITGolhaceyon < & (212 ) lalhace

<c, (WQ))_V(@)

2]

(4.4)

Q3

n
P

with v > 0 at our disposal. Likewise, H? — LL%-boundedness yields
(45) TGl < Cleli llallue < Clzf3 5 (@)5 5,

where in the second step we have used that £(Q)"?~"/q is an L*°-atom
for H%. Now, fix 0 > 0 such that 1/p — 1/q = (1 — 26)(}/o — 1/q). This is
possible since we have p > p. For |z| > 27079¢(Q) we use (4.5) to get

B3

IT(z)alluse, @y < C2UG20Q)a"
= CEMUQ) 2T,
whereas for |z| < 27(179¢(Q) we employ (4.4) and find
1T (2)allLo(c; @)y < CH277°0(Q) >,

We take v > 671 (7/p — /q) to make sure that these bounds take the
form (4.3).

Step 2: Conclusion. Since f := T(z)a has integral zero by assumption,
(4.3) implies || f|lmr < C for some constant independent of f. Indeed,
this is due to the molecular theory of Taibleson—Weiss [91, Thm. 2.9|
but we include their argument in our special case in the subsequent
lemma. U

Lemma 4.10. Let p € (1,,1] and q € (1,00). Suppose f € L* has
integral zero and satisfies for some C e > 0, some cube ) C R"™ and
all j > 1,

£ llsos @) < C6Q))T 527,

Then, there exists a constant C' depending on C,e and dimensions,
and L-atoms a; for H? with support in C;41(Q) U C;(Q), such that

f=Y C'27q
j=1

with unconditional convergence in Li... In particular, the sum also

converges in H? and || flgr < QELLI
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Proof. The final statement follows from the atomic representation, us-
ing the maximal function characterization of H”, see also 89, p.106].
To prove the rest, we set

fi=1¢f, pi=Heo@le:
Then f; — p; has mean value zero and satisfies
1f5 = pilla < 20 f5llg < 20(270(Q))s 727

This means that 2572%/4="/P(2C")~1(f; — p;) is an L%atom for H”. Next,
?ettin.g cj = Zz';] ka(Q) fdz, summation by parts gives a pointwise
identity

N ey e@ N~y
(46) jzlp]_Z( J ]+1)|Cj(Q)| _Zb]

j=1 j=1
with
b :=c‘+1< lon@ _ lo@ )
TTNIGHHQ) 165(Q)]
There are no boundary terms since we have ¢; = 0 and, from the
assumption,
0o B 00 o
il < D ICHI T Lep@flla S D (250(@)) 72"
k=j k=j

~ (20(Q))" 2,

so leil/|c;(@) tends to 0 as j — oco. Identity (4.6) holds in Li . with
unconditional convergence because the sums are locally finite since b,
has support in Cj41(Q)UC;(Q). Moreover, b; has mean value zero and

satisfies
bl <l CPUQ)) R,
Il < bl (T2 + ) < '@ @) 52

Hence, 2594"/4="/P(C")~1b; is an Li-atom for H” and f = Y377 f; —
p;j + b; is the representation we are looking for.

Cn(Q)7  |CH(Q)]s

4.3. Interpolation principles. We continue with interpolation prop-
erties. Our main tool will be the Stein interpolation theorem, which
we state in an abstract version due to Voigt [93]. In the following we
work on the strip S :={z€ C:0< Rez <1}.

Proposition 4.11 (|93]). Let (Xo, X1) and (Yy, Y1) be two interpolation
couples of Banach spaces and let Z be a dense subspace of Xy N Xj.
Let (T'(2)).es be a family of linear mappings Z — Yo + Yy with the
following properties for all f € Z:
(i) The function T(-)f : S — Yo + Y1 is continuous, bounded and
holomorphic in the interior of S.
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(ii) For j = 0,1 the restriction T(-)f : j +1iR — Y} is continuous
and there is a constant M; that does not depend on f such that

Sup |77 +18) flly; < M|l £llx;-
€
Then for all 8 € (0,1) and all f € Z,
IT0) fllivomats < Mo~ MY | f i, x1o-

Remark 4.12. The classical version of the theorem is when X; and
Y; are LP-spaces, 1 < p < oo, and Z is the space of step functions, [51,
Thm. 1.3.4]. Then continuity is not required in (ii) and in (i) it suffices
to assume that for all f,g € Z and all z € S the integral [;, T'(z)f-gdz
converges absolutely and defines a bounded and continuous function of
z that is holomorphic in the interior of S. For example, it suffices that
T(-): S — L? is bounded, continuous and holomorphic in the interior.
Such weakening of assumptions is not possible for general interpolation
couples [37].

As a first application we state the following

Lemma 4.13. Let pg, qo,p1,q1 € [1,0], p; < ¢; and w € (0, 7). Let
(T'(2)).cst be a uniformly bounded family on L? as in (4.1) that depends
holomorphically on z. Let 6 € (0,1) and set

po = [po,p1le  and  qo = [qo, q1lo-
(1) If(T(2))-e(0,00) i L — L®-bounded and (T'(z2)) ,eg+ s LP* — LI~
bounded, then <T(Z))zesgw is LP? — L% -bounded

(ii) If (T'(2))zc(0,00) B8 L — L% -bounded and (T(2)),css satisfies
LP* — L% off-diagonal estimates of order -y, then (T(z))zesgw
satisfies LP? — LY off-diagonal estimates of order 0.

(iii) If (T'(2)):c(0,00) Salisfies LP* — L% off-diagonal estimates of or-
der v and (T(2)),cq+ is LP* — LT -bounded, then (T(Z))zesgw
satisfies LP* — LY off-diagonal estimates of order (1 — ).

Ezxponential order in the assumptions leads to exponential order in the
conclusion with the decay parameter ¢ changed accordingly.

Proof. We begin with part (ii). We fix v € (—w,w) and r > 0. Then
we fix measurable sets F, F' C R™ and consider the family S(z) =
e==0*1 2 T(re¥#)15. This family is uniformly bounded on L? and holo-
morphic in an open neighborhood of the strip 0 < Rez < 1. By
assumption we have for all £ € R and all step functions f,

. _ n_n 42
1S(it) fllao < Colre™ | 20| £l
< Co(re=ya 20| f]|,
and

. PR R 2 d(E,F) = 42
IS(1+ i)l < Crlre™ 575 (14 5250) el

|re=!|
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d(E, F - 2
L

revlt
We use 1 4 d(B.F)/pewltl > @I (1 4 d(E.F)/,) in the second line and that
the additional factor e~*’

n n

< Cl(re*”'”)ﬁ_ﬁ <1 +

acts in our favor, in order to give

1SGE) Fllay < Mo 5 £
. n._n d E,F -
IS+ i)l < anri i (1 LN 7y

where the M; are still also independent of 7, v and E, F'. Stein inter-
polation yields

_ n_n d(E,F) —0y
1560 s < M3~0775 5% (14 S=22) )

Since we have S(0)f = 1T (re"?)1xf, this estimates means that 7'(z)
satisfies L7 — L% off-diagonal estimates of order 6y for z € S, .

The proof of part (iii) is exactly the same except that now the esti-
mate for S(it) comes with decay.

The proof of part (i) does not need the sets £, F' and uses the same
interpolation argument for z — e~ T(rel?).

Finally, the proof in case of exponential order in the assumptions
follows mutadis mutandis. U

If we freeze z and view T'(z) as a constant family, then the same
argument leads to

Lemma 4.14. Let po, qo,p1,q1 € [1,00] with p; < ¢; and suppose that
a family as in (4.1) is LP° — L% -bounded and satisfies LP* — LI off-
diagonal estimates of order v (of exponential order). Then for each
0 € (0,1) it satisfies LIPoPe —looale oi diagonal estimates of order
0~ (of exponential order).

4.4. Applications to the functional calculus. We turn to the more
specific setting that the family (7'(z)) is modeled after the resolvents
of a sectorial operator. In this section, we assume that

e T is a sectorial operator on L*(R™; V) of some angle w €
(4.7) [0, 7), where V is a finite-dimensional Hilbert space,
o ((1 +t2T)7Y)so satisfies L? off-diagonal estimates of
arbitrarily large order.

Lemma 4.15. Let p € (1,00) be such that ((1 + t*T) ')so is LP-
bounded. Let 6 € (0,1]. Then for every u € (0,9=w)/2) the family
(14 2*T)7"),cqr satisfies LP2e off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily
large order. l

Proof. The resolvent z ~ (14 22T)~! on L? is a bounded holomorphic
function on S} for any u € (0, (*—«)/2). We apply Lemma 4.13 twice.
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First, interpolation between the L2-bounds on sectors and the L2
off-diagonal estimates on the positive real axis yields L? off-diagonal
estimates of arbitrarily large order on St for any u € (0, (==«)/2). Sec-
ond, interpolation between the L? off-diagonal estimates on sectors and
the LP-bounds on the positive real axis yields the claim. O

We obtain off-diagonal estimates for the functional calculus similar
to [22, Part II]. In applications we usually work with holomorphic func-
tions that are in the respective classes on any sector and the technical
conditions on the angles can be ignored. On the other hand, the order
of off-diagonal decay is of utmost importance: It is mainly the decay of
1 at z = 0, quantified by the classes U] from Section 3.4, that limits
the available off-diagonal for (¢(£2T"))¢so.

Lemma 4.16. Let p € (1,00) be such that (1 + t*T) " )so is LP-
bounded. Let 6 € (0,1], put q == [p, 2]y and fix an angle p € (0, (x—w)/2).
Let 0,7 >0 and ¢ € W7(S]_,,). Then the following estimates hold.

(i) Let (n(t))i>o0 be a continuous and uniformly bounded family of

functions in H¥(ST_,,). Then for all measurable sets E, F C

R™, allt >0 and all f € LINL?,

LS S Dl (1+ S5 ) L

The norms are ||| g7, = SUPest W&/ (1217 A2177) and ||n|| =

SUPo [[7() ] co-

(ii) Purthermore, if n(t)(z) = p(t*z) for some ¢ € WY (ST ,,), then

for all 0 < r <t and with the same dependencies,

d(E,F)\ >
Lo DTy S [ollarlilloan (1+ S22 ) g,

(iii) Finally for each v € [0,0] N [0,7), it follows for all v > 0 with
the same dependencies,

) ) 7,2 Y
T L S Wl elea (5 ) 151

Proof. Throughout, let ||f||, = 1. We pick an angle v € (u,0(T—w)/2).
By Lemma 4.15 we have L? off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large
order for the resolvents for z € Sj. Here, we use the order 20 + 1.

We begin with the first estimate and put X = d(E.F)/;. Since

WOMWET) =5 [ ()= T) s
= [ e - L
057 5,

(4.8)
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where (—t2271)1/2 € S, we obtain

|1en(@)(T)(ET)1ef|,
W) dl
<
(49) < /a Il Xy 2]

S B = e
- T Jasy,, (L [2[12X)20 2] 0

In the case X < 1, we minimize the denominator by 1 to derive the
desirable bound

11T (T ey S [llle]omp-

In the case X > 1, we split the integral at |z|] = X2 to give the
desirable bound

ILen(t)(T)e(ET)1rfl,

X2 -
d|z| / 27 dle
S o,T. J—_|_
Nunuuwu,,u( [
< Nl X

This completes the proof of (i).
Turning to the second estimate, we take n(r)(z) = p(r?z) in (4.8)
and change variables to

CETIET) = 5 | @l -

a e
2mi ’

This time we set X := d(E.F)/r and obtain

2,.—2 d
(4.10)  [1re(r*T)Y(PT)1eflly S /88+ igf(j)”l}/i%)?yfjl \|zz||'

T—

The important observation is that

(4.11) ()] < llellooullz]” A1)

and, since r < t,

[ 22)] < [[@lloe A 1 llorpl 7722177 < Nhllorpn (X A |2]77),
so that

e[ (Er22)] < [Gllorpllelloon(lzl” Al2l).

Thus, we can bound the right-hand side in (4.10) by the same parame-
ter integral that already appeared on the far right in (4.9) and get the
same bound (1 + X)~% for the integral. Now, (ii) follows.

As for (iii), we first argue as in (ii) with £ = F'=R" and X =0 to
obtain

le(r*T)e(*T) f 4
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o et x ez 2]
< llorellPlloone / (ALl A ler=22) ) 2

Using (1 A |2|7) < |2|” in order to get a homogeneous estimate and
changing variables, we conclude

2 2 < T [ Y (| lo o df2]
le ") (ET) flla S N1 llornllolloon | 22 i |27 (1217 A L2177 T
and the remaining integral is finite since we assume 0 < v < 7. O

The decay of 1 at the origin can be replaced by the assumption that
¥ (2) has a limit as |z| — 0 with order of convergence O(|z|”) for some
o > 0. The exemplary result of this type is as follows. The obtained
order of decay is optimal and already attained when T'= —A,.

Corollary 4.17. Let p € (1,00) be such that (1 + t*T)" )0 is LP-

bounded and let § € (0,1). Then (e7T"*) ¢ satisfies L% off-diagonal
estimates of order 1.

Proof. This is a consequence of the preceding two lemmata since we
can write =" = ¢(2) 4+ (1 + 2)~! with ¢ € 1111/2 on any sector. [

5. CONSERVATION PROPERTIES

In order to extend the operator theory for L to Hardy spaces, we need
to guarantee that certain operators f(L) preserve vanishing zeroth mo-
ments or have the conservation property f(L)c = ¢ whenever ¢ is a
constant. In absence of integral kernels, the action of such operators
on constants is explained via off-diagonal estimates as follows.

Proposition 5.1. Let T be a bounded linear operator on L*(R™; V),
where V' is a finite dimensional Hilbert space. If T satisfies LP off-
diagonal estimates of order v > n/p for some p € [2,00), then T can be
extended to a bounded operator L= (R™; V) — LY (R™; V) via

loc

(5.1) Tf = ZT(]-C’J-(B(O,l))f)'
j=1

Moreover, if (n;) C L*=(R"™;C) is a family such that

@ sup |7 < 00,
J

(5.2) . an(x) =1 for a.e. x € R",
j=1

e 1; has compact support, which for some C,c and all
sufficiently large j is contained in B(0,C27)\ B(0, c27),
then

Tf=> T(nf),
j=1
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p

where the right-hand side converges in Ly .(R™; V') and in particular in

L (R™ V).

loc

Remark 5.2. A particular example for a family with the required
properties is 7; = 1¢;(p) for an arbitrary ball (or cube) B C R™.

Proof. We put B := B(0,1) and fix any compact set K C R". For all
large enough j we have d(K,C;(B)) > 2~ and therefore

1T (1ey ) ) e S 277N flive e,y
S P67 flo.

Hence, the series on the right-hand side of (5.1) converges absolutely
in LP(K) and the limit satisfies |7 f||ir(x) < Ck|| f]lo for a constant
Ck that depends on K but not on f.

Next, we pick an integer jo > 1 such that ¢2%0 > 1 and therefore
2B C B(0,c27%9) for all J > 1. If J is large enough so that the
annular support of 7); is granted, then Z}le 1o,y — E;];Lfo 7; vanishes
on 271 B, has support in C"2’ B for some ¢’ that does not depend on
J and is uniformly bounded. The off-diagonal bounds yield again

J J+jo
Y Teymf) =) Tf) S 2707 flloes
j=1 j=1 LP(K)
which shows that Y72 T'(n; f) converges to T'f in L7(K). O

We begin with the conservation property for the resolvents of the
perturbed Dirac operator BD that has appeared implicitly in several
earlier works [22,83]. The proof relies on the cancellation property
Dc = 0 for constants ¢ (where D is understood in the sense of distri-
butions).

Proposition 5.3. If « € N and 2 € S;/o_y,,,, then for all c € C™ x
Cmn’

(1+i2BD) *c=c= (1 + 2*(BD)*) “c.

Proof. Let R > 0 and (n;) be a smooth partition of unity on R" sub-
ordinate to the sets

Dy = B(0,4R), D; = B(0,27"'R)\ B(0,2'R) (j >2),

such that |[1;]lee + 2/ R||V.n;|lec < C for a dimensional constant C'.
We begin with the resolvents of BD, which satisfy L? off-diagonal es-
timates of arbitrarily large order by Proposition 3.10 and composition.
According to Proposition 5.1 we can write
(1+12BD)™“c =Y (1+izBD)"(n;c),

j=1
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so that

(1+12BD) e — (1+12BD)™"c =Y iz(1 +izBD)*BD(njc),

j=1

where we set (1 4+ izBD)% = ¢ and used n;¢c € D(D) = D(BD).
Now, BD(n;c) has support in B(0,2/"'R)\ B(0,2/"'R) also for j =1
and satisfies || BD(n;¢)||s < C|c|||BllR . The off-diagonal estimates
yield

I(1+izBD)™ e — (1+12BD)“clli2po.r/2) S B2 122]‘%—”

with an implicit constant that is independent of R. Sending R — oo
gives (1 +izBD) "¢ = (1 +1izBD) %c. Since (1 +1izBD)% = ¢, we
conclude (1 +1izBD) %c = ¢ for all a.

The argument for the resolvents of (BD)? is identical and draws
upon the identity

(14 22(BD)*)™c — (1 + 2*(BD)?*) “c

- i 2’?BD(1 + 2*(BD)*)~*BD(njc).

The off-diagonal decay for 22BD(1+2%(BD)?)~* follows again by com-
position since this operator can be written as

_% <(1 —1zBD)" = (1+ izBD)—1> (14 2(BDH) . O

As a corollary we obtain the conservation property for the second-
order operator L. The reader can refer to [80, Sec. 4.4] and references
therein for related conservation properties in the realm of semigroups.

Corollary 5.4. Let « € N and z € S(ﬂ wr)/2" Let ¢ € C™ and let
f € L? have compact support. Then one has the conservation formula
(1+2*L) %c=c

and its dual version

/Rn a(l+22L)®a fdz = /R fda.

Proof. The left-hand sides are holomorphic functions of z (valued in L. _

and C™, respectively). Hence, it suffices to argue for z = t € (0, 00).
We have

T e A
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so the fist claim follows from the conservation property for BD. As
(a*)~1L*a* belongs to the same class as L, we also get

/ a(l1+*L)™a™ ' f-ede = [ f-(1+(a*)"'L*a*)2cdx
n ]R"

= f-cdx
Rn
and since ¢ € C™ is arbitrary, the second claim follows. O

We turn to more general operators in the functional calculus. In
view of Lemma 4.16 the decay of the auxiliary function at the origin
limits the available off-diagonal decay and hence, in contrast with the
case of resolvents, we have to use Proposition 5.1 for exponents p # 2.

Lemma 5.5. Let p € [2,00) be such that ((1+t*L)™")4~¢ is LP-bounded.
Suppose that ¢ is of class VT on any sector, where 7 > 0 and o > n/(2p).
Then

YP#*L)c=0 (ceC™ t>0).

Proof. Let 6 € (0,1] be such that ¢ :== [p, 2]y satisfies 0 > 7/(2¢). Ac-
cording to Lemma 4.16 the family (¢(t*L));o satisfies L? off-diagonal
estimates of order 20 > n/q. Hence, ¥(t*L)c is defined via Proposi-
tion 5.1.

Lemma 4.13 provides L? off-diagonal decay for the resolvents of L of
arbitrarily large order on some sector S. We pick v € (0, ;1) and write
the definition of ¥ (t*L) as

1 d
W(EL) = Y(P2)(1— 2L
T aS:_QU z
Setting B := B(0,1) C R", we formally have
1 1 dz
> (L) (1, m)0) = 2—/ V() Y (1 == D) (Leyme) —
>1 T Jost ,, §>1 z
S V(t*2)ce dz
21 85:_21’ z

=0,

where the second line uses the conservation property and the third one
Cauchy’s theorem. It remains to justify convergence and interchanging
sum and integral sign in the first line.

To this end, fix any compact set K C R". Using off-diagonal esti-
mates, we obtain for all j large enough to grant for d(K, C;(B)) > 2771
that

[0(#2)(1 — 27" L) (1eym)0) lLac)
i 1, _
S W(E2)|[(1+ 2771 z202) 7 lellua e, sy
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Cor =X
< iz J U i 2 > 1
~ t2o|z|0'—%

where v > 0 is at our disposal. We take /¢ < v < 20, in which
case the right-hand side takes the form 277¢Fi(z) with ¢ > 0 and
F, € LY0S} ,,,d2l/2), locally uniformly in ¢. This justifies at once

convergence and interchanging sum and integral sign in L(K). O

Our third conservation property concerns the Poisson semigroup. In
line with the previous result we need LP-boundedness of the resolvents
for large p to compensate for the poor decay of e~vV# — 1 at the origin.

Proposition 5.6 (Conservation property for the Poisson semigroups).
If (1 +¢*L)™Y)y=0 is LP-bounded for some p > n, then

et e = ¢ (ceC™ t>0).

Proof. We have e™VZ = (1 4 2)™! + 4(2) with ¢ € \I/%/Q on any sector
and the claim follows from Corollary 5.4 and Lemma 5.5. n

6. THE FOUR CRITICAL NUMBERS

We introduce the sets
J(L) = {pe€ (1.,00): (1 + L) )50 is a~' H?-bounded }
and
N(L) = {p € (1,,00) : (tVo(1 +t*L)")s=0 is a~" H” — H”-bounded },

where we recall that 1, = 7/(n+1). These sets contain p = 2 (Corol-
lary 3.12) and since the notion of a; H” —as HP-boundedness interpo-
lates, they are in fact intervals.

Definition 6.1. The lower and upper endpoints of J (L) are denoted
by p_(L) and p (L), respectively. Similarly, the endpoints of N'(L) are
denoted by ¢_(L) and ¢ (L).

The exponents pi(L) and g+ (L) are called critical numbers in the
following. In this section we study intrinsic relations between these
numbers, using the machinery developed in Section 4. For the various
duality arguments in this section we recall that L* = —(a*)~! div, d*V,
is in the same class as L and similar to L* under conjugation with a*.
In particular, we have

1V p_(LF) = po (L),

(61) 1V (L)Y = pa (L)
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6.1. General facts on critical numbers. Here, we prove the fol-
lowing general relations between the four critical numbers. In fact,
there are only three of them since p_(L) and ¢_(L) coincide. The
two inequalities are best possible in the class of all operators L, see
Remark 6.8 further below.

Theorem 6.2. The critical numbers satisfy
p(L) = q_(L),
pi(L) > q4 (L),
p-(L) < (q+(LF))..

We prepare the proof through a sequence of lemmata that are of
independent interest.

Lemma 6.3. Let n > 2. Then (2.,2*) C J(L) and (1 +t>L))1s0 is
L2 — Li-bounded and LY — L%-bounded for every q € [2,2*] N [2,00).

Proof. We have 2* = co when n = 2 and 2* < oo when n > 3. The
restriction on ¢ is precisely such that we have the Gagliardo—Nirenberg
inequality

lully S IVeullgllully™ (v € WHAR™)),

where o = /2 — /q. We set u = (14 t2L)"'f, f € L?, t > 0, and use
the L%:-boundedness of the resolvent and gradient families to give

11+ 22L) " fllg S 0o

Hence, the resolvents are L? — L9-bounded. Interpolation with the L2
off-diagonal estimates by means of Lemma 4.14 leads to L? — L7 off-
diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large order for any ¢ € [2,2*) and
L7-boundedness follows from Lemma 4.7.

The rest follows by duality and similarity by applying the above to
L in place of L. U

In dimension n = 1 we have 2, = 2/3 and by analogy with the
previous lemma we expect that (2/3,00) C J(L). However, in the one-
dimensional situation we have div, = V, and this allows us to improve
the lower bound to the best possible value 1, = /2.

Lemma 6.4. Let n = 1. Then (1/2,00) C J(L) and (2,00) C N(L).
Moreover ((1 +t2L)™ V) ysq is a=* HP — L2-bounded for every p € (1/2,2]
and (1 +t* L) )is0 and (L2 (1 + t*L) )50 are both L? — LI-bounded
for every q € [2,00).

Proof. In the one-dimensional setting the operator L takes the form

L = —a '3 (dL) and the space H in (1.2) coincides with L. In

particular, just as a, also d is strictly elliptic.

Step 1: L? — Li-bound for the gradients. It suffices to obtain the bound
for ¢t = 1 with an implicit constant that depends on the coefficients
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only through ellipticity. Indeed, for ¢ # 1 we can use the change of
variable f;(z) == f(tz) in order to write

i (L+ L) f (@) = (1 + L) f) (¢ ),

where L, = —a; 'L (d,1) has the same ellipticity constant as L.

Let now f € L? and set u = (14+ L)~ f, so that L (dLu) = af —au.
In one dimension the Sobolev embedding W? C L7 holds for any
q € [2,00). Thus, we have

155 ully = lldull,

S lldgpullwes
< ldgzullz + llafllz + [laullz
S [1f1l2,

where in the final step we have used the L%-boundedness of the resolvent
and gradient families. This is the required L? — L%bound.

Step 2: L%-bound for the gradients. This follows from Lemma 4.14 and
Lemma 4.7 as in the previous proof. Hence, we have (2,00) C N (L).

Step 3: Bounds for the resolvents. Let ¢ € [2,00) and define p €
(1/2,2/3] through 1 —1/q = 1/o — 1.

For f € L? and ¢t > 0 we use the Sobolev embedding W¢ C Al~Ys
and the result of Step 1 for L to give

11+ L) fll e S N A +EL)T
14 i1
SR £l

Hence, the resolvents of Lf are L? —A'""9-bounded. Since we have
Lf = (a*)"'L*a*, we obtain by duality that the resolvents of L are
a~'H? — L%-bounded, see Lemma 4.3. They also satisfy L? off-diagonal
estimates of arbitrarily large order and have the cancellation property
fRn a(l1+t?L)"*a~' fdz = 0 if f € L? has compact support and integral
Zero, see Corollary 5.4. Hence, we are in a position to apply Lemma 4.9
and obtain a~! HP-boundedness for p € (g, 1].

Since ¢ € [2,00) was arbitrary, the conclusion is that the resolvents
are a~' H? — L2-bounded and a~! H-bounded for all for all ¢ € (1/2,2/3]
and all p € (1/2,1]. By interpolation with the L*-bound we can allow
all o,p € (1/2,2]. Finally, the L? — L? and L%bounds of the resolvents
for all ¢ € (2,00) follow again duality and similarity, by applying the
results for p € (1,2] to LF. O

We also need a result that allows us to switch between powers of the
resolvent in H? — H%-estimates.

Lemma 6.5. Let 1, < p < g < oo withq > 1 and"/p—n/q < 1. Suppose
that there exists an integer B > 1 such that (tV,(1 + t2L)™#~1)wg is
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a ' HP — L9-bounded. Then also (tV,(1 + t*L) ™)~ s a ' HP — LI-
bounded.

Proof. Let t > 0 and f € L?. The Calderén reproducing formula for
the injective sectorial operator T' = 1 + t2L and the auxiliary function
0(2) = 2(1 + 2)77~! reads

(6.2) f= 5/ (1 +#*L)(1 4+ u+ t*uL) "~ f du.
0
Applying the bounded operator tV,(1+t*L)~! and re-arranging terms

gives

tV.(1+2L)7 f

00 1 t2 % t2 —B-1
:5/ : (“ )Vx<1+ u L) Fdu.
o (14+wu)frauz\1+u l+u

Now, we let f € H? NL?, apply the formula to a~' f, and take L? norms
on both sides, in order to give

1tV (1 + L) a™ f,

Sl [ ()
o (I+uw)fr2uz \1+u
2’VL n

n_n > wu2a 2p 2
<t P||f||Hp/
0

1+ u>5+%+%7%

The numerical integral in u converges as we have /g — n/p > —1 by
assumption. U

Proof of Theorem 6.2. The argument is in two steps.

Step 1: Resolvent estimates from gradient bounds. Here, we show the
upper bound in the first line and the second and third lines. In dimen-
sion n = 1 we have p_(L) = 1, and py(L) = oo by Lemma 6.4 and
there is nothing to prove. For the rest of the step we assume n > 2.

Let o € N(L). If o < n, then a Sobolev embedding yields for all
feH?NL? and all ¢t > 0 that

10+ L) fller < 6 V(14 2L) a7 e
Sl

Hence, the resolvents of L are a~' H¢ — L¢ -bounded. Likewise, if o > n,
then we obtain for all f € L¢NL* and all ¢ > 0 that

I+ L) flljanre S 1 e

By duality the resolvents of L* are (a*)"'H" —L¢-bounded. The ex-
ponent 7 is determined by 1 —7/p = n(1/r — 1), that is, r = (¢’).. From
these observations, we can infer further mapping properties in each
case.
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Step 1a: The Lebesgue case 1 < o < m. The resolvents of L are
L¢ — L¢ -bounded. Lemma 4.14 yields L2 — L[¢"2s off-diagonal esti-
mates of arbitrarily large order, where 6 € (0, 1) is arbitrary. Lemma 4.7
yields both LI¢%¢ and L¢"Z¢-houndedness. Consequently, we must
have p_(L) < g and py (L) > o*.

Step 1b: The Hardy case o < 1. Since N(L) is an interval, we have
(0,2) CN(L). The first part applies to all exponents in (1,2) instead
of o and we first get L?-boundedness of the resolvents of L for all
q € (1,2%) and then L7 off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large order
by interpolation.

If p=1, then p_(L) < p follows directly.

Now, assume p < 1. As p > 1,, we can take q = ¢* and have
L? off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large order and a~!H¢ — L9-
boundedness For compactly supported f € L2, Corollary 5.4 yields
fRn 1+ t*L)ta tfdr = 0. We have verified the assumptions of
Lemma 4.9 and obtain that the resolvents of L are a~! H”-bounded for
every p € (o, 1]. Therefore, we have again p_(L) < p.

Step 1c: The Hélder case o > n. From the prehmmary discussion
we know that the resolvents of L! are (a*)~' H¢)* — L¢ -bounded. We
claim that they satisfy L¢ off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large
order. Taking the claim for granted, p_(L*) < (o), follows as in the
previous step.

For the claim we first prove (1,2) C J(Lf). In dimension n = 2
this is due to Lemma 6.3. In dimension n > 3 we have (2,n) C N (L)
since the latter is an interval that contains 2 and p. Step la applies
to all exponents in (2,n) in place of p and yields (2,00) C J(L). By
duality, we get again (1,2) C J(L!). As we have ¢’ € (1,2), the L¢
off-diagonal estimates for the resolvents of L* follow by interpolation
with the L*-result.

Let us conclude Step 1. In dimension n > 3 the set N'(L) N (1,,n) is
non-empty because it contains 2. Letting ¢ vary over N'(L) N (1,,n),
we conclude p_(L) < ¢g_(L) and p (L) > ¢q+(L)* from Steps la & 1b.
In dimension n = 2 the same argument applies unless ¢_(L) = 2. But
in this case® the inequalities in question trivially hold because we have
p—(L) <1and py(L) = oo by Lemma 6.3.

As for the third line in the theorem, if ¢, (L*) < n, then

p-(L) < (p+(Lﬁ))l < (‘H(Lﬁ)*)l = (‘H(Lﬁ)/)*

follows from (6.1) and the second line. If ¢, (L*) > n, then the inequal-
ity p_ (L) < (q4(L*)"), follows from Step lc with the roles of L and L*
switched.

4511 fact this case never occurs as we shall see later on.
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Step 2: Gradient bounds from resolvent estimates. Let p € J(L) with
p < 2. Hence, ((1+t*L)™")4>0 is a~ ! HP-bounded. Lemmata 6.3 and 6.4
guarantee that this family is L¢ — L?-bounded for some o € (1,2). Ac-
cording to Lemma 4.4, we find for every ¢ € (p,2) an integer 8(q) > 1
such that ((1 4 t2L)7%@), 4y is a' H?! — L%-bounded. By composi-
tion with the L2-bounded gradient family, (tV,(1 + t2L)=#@~1), ¢ is
a~'H? — L*-bounded.

Step 2a: The Lebesgue case p > 1. We know that (tV,(1+t2L)~#@0~1), 4
is LY — L?-bounded. By composition, this family also satisfies L? off-
diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large order. Since this holds for every
q € (p,2), we can run the usual argument: L?—L? off-diagonal esti-
mates of arbitrarily larger order follow by interpolation and this implies
L%-boundedness. Thanks to Lemma 6.5 we get L?-boundedness also for
(tV(1+t2L)™1)4s0. Since ¢ € (p,2) was arbitrary, we have ¢_(L) < p.

Step 2b: The Hardy case p < 1. We slightly refine the argument in
the Lebesgue case by appealing to Lemma 4.9. In the following let
q € (p,1) and s € (1,2) such that /g — /s < 1/n. Such s exists since we
have p > 1,.

First, consider the family (tV,(1+2L)~#@=1), 4. Tt is a=* H? — L*-
bounded and satisfies L? off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large or-
der. For compactly supported f € L* we get that (1 4 t2L)"#@q~1f
and V(1 + t2L)P@q=1f are in L' from the L? off-diagonal decay of
order v > n/2. The integral of the gradient of a W'!-function vanishes,
SO [ontVa(1 4+ 2L) AW~ fdz = 0. We have checked the assump-
tions of Lemma 4.9 and obtain a~! H? — H%-boundedness for every g.
This interpolates with the original o~ H? — L%-boundedness, so that
the conclusion is a~! H? — L*-boundedness for all ¢ and s.

Now, we consider (tV,(1+t*>L)™1);~o. Lemma 6.5 yields ¢! H? — L*-
boundedness for all ¢ and s. Step 2a applies to s and yields L°-
boundedness, which implies L® off-diagonal decay of arbitrarily large
order for every s by interpolation with the L?-result. As before, we also
have [o, tV,(1+4t*L)"'a™" fdz = 0 for compactly supported f € L2,
We have again verified the assumptions of Lemma 4.9 and conclude for
a~! H? — H%boundedness for every ¢q. Thus, we have ¢_(L) < p.

Asp e J(L)N(1,,2) was arbitrary, Steps 2a & 2b yield the missing
inequality ¢ (L) < p_(L) that completes the proof of the first line in
the theorem. O

6.2. Worst-case estimates for the critical numbers. The follow-
ing extrapolation from the L?-theory has been proved by an application
of Sneiberg’s stability theorem [10, 86].

Proposition 6.6 ([21, Prop. 4.5]). There exists € > 0, depending on
ellipticity and dimensions, such that whenever p € [2 —e,2 + €], then
(1 +itDB)™ ) ier is LP-bounded.
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We use this result to give the following global picture for the critical
numbers for the class of all L in all dimensions.

Proposition 6.7. The following relations hold.
(i) In dimensionn =1,

1

p-(L)=q¢-(L) =5 & pi(L)=q:(L) = 0.

(ii) In dimension n > 2 there exists € > 0, depending on ellipticity
and dimensions, such that

p—(L)=q (L) <2, —¢ & pi(L)=22"+e & g (L)=22+e

Proof. The identification ¢_(L) = p_(L) in any dimension is due to
Theorem 6.2. In dimension n = 1, Lemma 6.4 shows that p_(L) = 1/2
and ¢, (L) = oo = py(L) take the best possible values. Hence, (i)
follows.

As for (ii), we use (3.4) to write, whenever t > 0,

%((1 +itDB)™' — (1 — itDB)l) = —itDB(1 +t*(DB)*)™*

—it div, d(1 + 2M)~!

itV,a ' (1+2L)7!

This family is LP-bounded for p € [2—¢, 2+¢] due to Proposition 6.6. In
particular, the second component is LP-bounded and since a is strictly
elliptic, the same is true for tV,a '(1 + t*L)"ta = tV,(1 + t*L)~ 1.
Hence, for a possibly different choice of ¢ we have ¢, (L) > 2 + ¢ and
q_(L) < 2 —e. The same thing for L*. Now, the claim follows from
Theorem 6.2. O

Remark 6.8. (i) In the one-dimensional setting the identification
of the critical numbers could also be obtained from the kernel
estimates in [18]. They are only stated for m = 1 but the argu-
ment literally applies to systems (m > 1) under our ellipticity
assumption. In fact, the proof of Lemma 6.4 mimics some in-
termediate steps in [18]. The value p_(L) = /2 has appeared
in a related context in [23].

(ii) In higher dimensions the bounds above cannot be improved in
general, even when @ = 1 and m = 1. More precisely, given
e>0,any of p_(L) <2, —¢e, pe(L) >2"+¢,q. (L) >2+¢
can fail for some L.

Indeed, for py in dimensions n > 3, counterexamples rely
on Frehse’s irregular solution [47] and can be found in [58,
Prop. 2.10]. In view of Theorem 6.2 such counterexamples
satisfy 2* 4+ ¢ > pi (L) > ¢+ (L)* > 2*. Hence, they also serve
as counterexamples to the general improvement of ¢, and show
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that the inequalities in Theorem 6.2 are best possible in the
class of all operators L.

When n = 2, the counterexample for ¢, due to Kenig comes
with d real symmetric |24, Sec. 4.2.2]. The same operator is
a counterexample for the general improvement on p_, that is,
p—(L) can be as close to 2, = 1 as one wants. Hence, the final
inequality in Theorem 6.2 is again best possible.

6.3. a-independence of critical numbers. It is tempting to com-
pare the critical numbers for L with those for

LO = — lex de,

seeing L = a~ 'Ly as a multiplicative perturbation of Ly. Let us prove
that the critical numbers for both operators are indeed the same.

Theorem 6.9. The critical numbers for L and Ly coincide, that is,
p+(L) = px(Lo) & qi(L) = q+(Lo).

Proof. The claim in dimension n = 1 is an immediate consequence of
Proposition 6.7. The proof in dimensions n > 2 is divided into six
steps.

Step 1: p_(L) < p_(Ly). Let p € J(Lo) N (1,,2,]. This interval is
non-empty thanks to Proposition 6.7. We set py := p, define iteratively
pr = pr_, and stop at the first exponent kT > 0 with py+ € (24,2].
We shall prove by backward induction that (pg,2] C J(L) for all k.
Hence, we eventually find (p,2] C J(L) and taking the infimum over
all p yields p_(L) < p_(Ly).

Once again by Proposition 6.7, we have (pg+,2] C J(L). For the
inductive step we assume (pg,2] C J(L) and pick any ¢ € (pp_1, 2.].
For all £ > 0 we have

1= (a+t"Lo)(1+1*Lo) "+ (1 —a)(1 + t?Loy)~*

as operators on L?. Multiplication by (1 4+ t?L)"'a™" = (a + t2Ly)~}
from the left yields the key identity
(1+£L) !

=(1+#Ly) "+ (1 +#2L) e (1 —a)(1 +2Lo) .

(6.3)

On the right-hand side ((1+2L)~");s¢ is LY -bounded by the induction
hypothesis. By Theorem 6.2 we have q_(Lg) = p_(Lo) so that ((tV,(1+
t?Lo) ™)~ is H%-bounded. By a Sobolev embedding we have

11+ 2Lo) ™ fllg SVl +t7Lo) ™ fllne < t7H| fllne,

whenever f € HYNL? and t > 0. Hence, ((1 +t*Lo)")ss0 is H? — L -
bounded. Now, it follows from (6.3) that ((1+2L)~")ssqis a ' HI — LY -
bounded. This was the key step.
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If ¢ > 1, then we have LY — L -boundedness for the resolvents of L.
Interpolation with the L? off-diagonal estimates (Lemma 4.14) followed
by Lemma 4.7 yields (¢,2] C J(L).

If ¢ = 1, then (px_1,2.] also contains exponents that are strictly
smaller than 1 and we can jump right into the following case.

In the remaining case ¢ < 1 we have a—' H? — LY -boundedness for
the resolvents of L. As ¢* is an interior point of 7 (L) by the induction
hypothesis, we get again LY off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large
order from the ones on L? by interpolation. For compactly supported
f € L? Corollary 5.4 yields [5, a(1 4+ t*L)"'a~!f dz = 0. This means
that we have verified the assumptions of Lemma 4.9 and (¢, 2] C J(L)
follows.

Step 2: p_(Lo) < p_(L). We only need a key identity replacing (6.3)
and allowing us to deduce H? — LY -boundedness of ((1 + t2Lg) )0
from LY -boundedness of ((1+t2Ly) ")y and a~ HY — L -boundedness
of ((1+t>L)™')4s0. The rest of the proof for p_(L) < p_(Ly) was sym-
metric in L and Lg.

For the new key identity we split

1=1+tLo)(a+t*Lo) " + (a — 1)(a + t*Ly)
and multiply by (1+t*Ly)~! from the left in order to get the desirable
decomposition
(1+t2Le) ' = (1 +#2L) e + (1 +2Lo) H(a— 1)(1 +°L) ta™ .

Step 3: q—(L) = q—(Lo). It follows from the first two steps and Theo-
rem 6.2.

Step 4: py(L) = py(Lp). Simply note that by duality relations (6.1)
and the first two steps we have

pe(L) = (LVp_(LF)) = (LV p-(L§)) = p+(Lo).
Step 5: qi(Lo) < q4(L). Let 2 < q < qo(Lg). For t > 0 we use a new
decomposition, namely

tV (1 + L)

(6.4) =tV (1 +t*Lo) M (a+t*Lo + 1 —a)(1 +*L) !

=tV (1 +t*Lo) ta + tV, (1 +t*Lo) ' (1 — a)(1 +t*L) .
On the right-hand side (tV,(1 + t?Ly)™ 1)~ is L%bounded by as-
sumption and ((1 + ¢2L)™!);>0 is L9%-bounded since we have ¢, (Lg) <

p4 (L) = py (L) by Theorem 6.2 and Step 4. Thus, (tV,(1+>L) )=
is L%bounded. Taking the supremum over all ¢, we obtain ¢, (Lg) <

q+(L).
Step 6: q+(L) < q+(Lg). The argument follows by reversing the roles
of L and Lg in Step 4 and using the identity

tVa (14 t2Ly) ™"
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= tvm(a + t2L0)71<1 —+ t2L0 +a— 1)(1 + t2L0)71
=tV,(1+ L) 'a ' +tV, (1 +*L) "a(a— 1) (1 + t*Lo) !
instead of (6.4). O

As an application of Theorem 6.9 we determine the critical numbers
of multiplicative perturbations of the (coordinatewise acting) Lapla-
cian.

Corollary 6.10. In any dimension it follows that
p-(—a7'A;) =g (—aT'A,) = 1.,
pi(—aIA,) = gy (—a1A,) = oo,
This result is originally due to McIntosh-Nahmod, see Theorem 3.3

and §5.(v) in [78|. Here, we have used a rather different and simpler
method. In Section 14, we shall discuss kernel estimates

Proof of Corollary 6.10. In view of Theorem 6.2 we only have to prove
that ¢, (—a™'A,) = oco. By Theorem 6.9 we have ¢, (a™'A,) = ¢, (—A,)
and there are many ways to see that ¢,(—A,) = oo. One is to
note that tV,(1 + t*(—A,))"! corresponds to the Fourier multiplier
& it(1 + t2]€]?)~1¢, which falls under the scope of the Mihlin multi-
plier theorem. U

7. RIESZ TRANSFORM ESTIMATES: PART I
We introduce the set
(7.1)  I(L) = {p € (L., 00) : V,L7/?is a~' H? — HP-bounded }.
Some clarification on the meaning of V,L~'/2 being a~! H? — HP-bounded

is necessary since there are two possible interpretations:

e As we have seen in Section 3.6, L'/ : Wh? — 12 extends to
an isomorphism W'? — L2 that we denote again by L*/2. In
this sense Ry, .= V,L /2 is defined as a bounded operator on
L?. The question of a~! H? — HP-boundedness for R fits into
the abstract framework of Section 4 and means that

IRa™ fllwe < I fllwe (f € HPOL?)
and when p > 1 equivalently that
IRLfllp S I fllp (f € TPNLE).

e We could also avoid the extension, work directly with V,L~1/?
defined on R(L'?) and ask for |V,L™2a7 f||wr < || f|lue for
all f € HPNR(aL'/?).

We opt for the first interpretation, which is stronger. Then, by inter-
polation, Z(L) is an interval and we make the following
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Definition 7.1. The lower and upper endpoint of Z(L) are denoted
by r_(L) and r, (L), respectively.

The two interpretations above agree if H? NR(aL'/?) is dense in
HP N L2, but a priori this information might not be available. It hap-
pens for p € J(L)N(1, 00) though, as the following more general lemma
shows.

Lemma 7.2. Ifp € J(L)N(1,00), then the spaces L N D(L*)NR(L*),
k € N, are all dense in LP NL2.

Proof. By the Hahn—Banach theorem it suffices to check density for
the weak topology. Given f € LPNL?, we consider approximants in

D(L*) N R(L*) defined by

fi =LA+ L)y (1 +57'L)7F
=(1-QQ+4jL) ™A+ 'L)™" (jeN).

By the convergence lemma we have f; — f in L? as j — oco. On
the other hand, (f;) is bounded in L NL? and this space is reflexive
since it is isomorphic to a closed subspace of a reflexive space, namely
the diagonal in L” x L?. Hence, it has a weak accumulation point in
L7 N L% which by L*convergence has to be f. O

In this section we shall identify (r_(L),r (L)) N (1,00). Hence, we
are studying LP-boundedness of V,L~/2. Later on, in Section 11, we
will complete the results on the Riesz transform by identifying Z(L) in
the full range of exponents. This will require different methods.

Here is our main result on the Riesz transform in the LP-scale.

Theorem 7.3. The endpoints of Z(L) N (1,00) can be characterized as
follows:

r(DV1=p(DV] & ri(L)=q.(L).

Theorem 7.3 requires establishing four implications that we shall
present in a separate section each. The outline follows [6, Ch. 5|. To
begin with, we need suitable singular integral representations for Ry .
Let a« € N. Writing out the Calderén reproducing formula for the
auxiliary function z3¢+1/2(1 4 2)7% and applying R, = V,L /2 on
both sides, we have for all f € L? the representation via an improper
Riemann integral

(7.2) RLf:i/ tvx(1+t2L)30‘(t2L)3a(1+t2L)6af%,
0

Ca

where ¢, is a constant depending on . We note that on the right-hand
side we do not have to deal with the extension of the square root. More
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precisely, the truncated Riesz transforms defined for € € (0,1) via

(7.3)

1 1/e dt
if — _va—l/Q/ (1 +t2L)_3a(t2L)3a+l/2(1 +t2L)_6af7
Cq e

converge strongly on L? towards Ry as € — 0. The way to treat the
kernel in (7.2) or (7.3) will be through L” — L? and L? — L” off-diagonal
bounds that we record in the next lemma.

Lemma 7.4. Let p € J(L) and let q be between p and 2. There exists
an integer B = B(p, q,n) with the following property.
(i) Ifp < 2, then (14+t2L)P) =0 and (tV (1+t2L)~P1)o satisfy
LY — 12 off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large order.
(ii) If p > 2, then ((1 + t2L)"%)so satisfies L? — LY off-diagonal
estimates of arbitrarily large order.

Proof. We begin with (i). The resolvents are LP-bounded by assump-
tion and L¢ — L*-bounded for some o = o(n) € (1,2) due to Lem-
mata 6.3 and 6.4. Lemma 4.4 furnishes an integer 8 = S(p, ¢,n) such
that ((1 + t?L)™?);s0 is L? — L*-bounded. This holds for all such ex-
ponents ¢, so the off-diagonal estimates follow by interpolation with
the L%-result. The claim for the gradients follows by composition since
(tV.(1 +2L)~") satisfies L? off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large
order.

As for (ii), we can argue by duality and similarity. Indeed, (i) applies
to L¥ := (a*)"'L*a* and we have (2, (p_(L¥) V1)) = (2,p,(L)). O

7.1. Sufficient condition for 1 < p < 2. We prove (p_(L)V1,2) C
Z(L). Due to the L®-bound and the Marcinkiewicz interpolation theo-
rem it suffices to show that R is of weak type (p,p) for every p €
(p—(L) vV 1,2). We fix such p and use Blunck-Kunstmann’s crite-
rion [30] in its simplified version as stated in [6, Thm. 1.1]:

Proposition 7.5. Letp € [1,2). Suppose that T is a sublinear operator
of strong type (2,2) and let A., r > 0, be a family of bounded linear
operators on L*(R™). Assume for j > 2 that

w0 () . \T(l—AMB))f\?) <o)/ |f\p)

and for j > 1 that

(gL, it <o) (s [19)

for all balls B and all f € L? with support in B. If ¥ = Z g(5)2m/?

is finite, then T is of weak type (p,p) with a bound dependmg on Po, P,
Y and the strong type (2, 2)-bound.
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We check (7.4) and (7.5) for T'= Ry, the Riesz transform and

(7.6) A= 1—o(r’L),
where
(7.7) p(z) = (1= (1+2)77)*.

Here, o € Nis as in (7.2). It will be chosen larger in the further course.
Since p is not the lower endpoint of J (L) N (1,2], we can pick 5 € N
sufficiently large according to Lemma 7.4 to have L? — L? off-diagonal
estimates of arbitrarily large order for ((1+t2L)~#),s at our disposal.

Step 1: Verification of (7.5) with g(j) = ¢277 and arbitrary v > 0.
Expanding

:_3a 3a\ g F21) Bk
(7.8) A, ;(k)( DF +72L)

and using the L” — L? off-diagonal decay, we immediately get (7.5) with
g(j) = 2797 with v > 0 as large as we want and ¢ depending on «, 3, .
We take v > n/2 to meet the summing condition in Proposition 7.5.

Step 2: Verification of (7.4) with g(j) = c27("/277/P=2)_ Let B be a
ball of radius r > 0 and let f be supported in B. We abbreviate C;(B)
by C; and for j > 2 we introduce D; := 2/"'B. Then

The representation (7.2) yields
[Re(1— An) fllee e,
dt

7o) S [ VP I R0 D e, T

. . dt
+/ [tVa (1 + L) 71, (L)L) fliaey)
0

with an auxiliary function
(7.10) P(2) = coz® (1 + 2) 7%

From now on we require 3ac > /3 4+ 1. Composing L? off-diagonal
estimates for the resolvents and their gradients and L? — L? off-diagonal
estimates for the S-th powers of the resolvents, we find that

tV (1 + 20) 73 =tV (1 + 2 L) 3P (1 + 2L)~°
satisfies LY — L? off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large order. Thus,

[tV (1 + ’52L)f?’alDﬂ/J(tzL)<P<T2L)fHL2(cj)

7.11 S J\ Y
i s (14 20) eneni,
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with v > 0 at our disposal. From (7.7) and (7.10) we can read off the
decay properties ¢ € U9 and ¢ € 3%, Thus we find by the third part
of Lemma 4.16 that

(7.12) o@D $ (5) 11,

We remark that in applying Lemma 4.16 we do not need to switch to
an exponent g € (p, 2] since p is not the lower endpoint of J(L)N(1,2].
The combination of the previous two estimates is

[tV (1 + L) 1p, (L) p(r*L) fll12(c,)

20— +2 i -y
r 2 2r n_n
s(3) (i E) e,

and integrating the resulting bound with respect to 4/t and changing
variables to s = 2’7/t leads us to

- “3a dt L\ n_n
/0 16V, (1 +2L) 7" 1Dj¢(t2L)80(T2L)f||L2(cj)7 < g@)rzr [l fllp,

where
—20) /°° s2 72t ds
o (I+s) s’

We take v > 2a—"n/2+7/p to have a finite integral in s and 2ac > n—2/p to
take care of the summing condition in Proposition 7.5. This completes
the treatment of the first integral on the right of (7.9).

For the second integral the roles of uniform boundedness and off-
diagonal estimates are reversed. Indeed, as “D; and C; intersect, our
replacement for (7.11) becomes

[tV (1 + t2L)f?’achji/J(ﬁL)@(TzL)fHLQ(cj)
StEh [0 L)(r* L) f||ue ;)

and from the first and second part of Lemma 4.16 we obtain the bound

g(j) = 275"

Z3

(7.13)

; —6a
23717’ .
ED D oy < 4 (T 27) Il i<

(L4277 fll,  ift=r

In addition we still have the uniform bound (7.12) and thus, using both
estimates raised to the power 1/2, we have
r 20

a —3a
110 D vy S (5) (1455) 1

We combine the latter estimate with (7.11), integrate in ¢ and change
variables to s = 2’7/t as before in order to obtain

o0 _a dt
| W90+ ) 1 P DD i) S 0GR,
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where this time

n

g(j) =2G" /Oo S ds.
o (1+4s)3> s
We take a > n/p — /2 to have a finite integral in s and a@ > n — /p to
take care of the summing condition in Proposition 7.5. This completes
the treatment of the second integral on the right of (7.9) and also the
proof of the weak (p,p)-bound for Ry is complete.

7.2. Sufficient condition for p > 2. We prove (2,¢.(L)) C Z(L).
We let p € (2,¢q+(L)) and prove that the Riesz transform Ry is LP-
bounded. We use again the singular integral representation (7.2) with
a parameter o € N to be chosen large in the further course of the proof.
The kernel of the truncated Riesz transforms Rj in (7.3) given by

tV(1 4+ 2 L) 3 (L)% (1 4 t*L)°

=tV (1 +£2L)" (1 — (1 + L)1) (1 +2L)°
is L”-bounded since we have p < p, (L) by Theorem 6.2. Consequently,
each R} is LP-bounded with a bound depending on € and it suffices to
establish a uniform L”-bound in order to conclude for L’-boundedness

of Ry. To this end we ultimately fix some py € (p, ¢.(L)) and employ
the following criterion.

Proposition 7.6 (|6, Thm. 1.2]). Let py € (2,00]. Suppose that T is
a sublinear operator acting on L*(R™) and let A,., r > 0, a family of
linear operators acting on L?(R™). Assume

710 (i 170 f\?) < CM(f)A)

and

(7.15)

1

w1 (o [ i) < oz

for all f € L?, all balls B and ally € B. If2 < p < po and Tf € LP
whenever f € LP NL2, then

1Tl < el fl,
where ¢ depends only on n, p, po, C.

As pg < py(L), we can use again Lemma 7.4 to find some large 5 € N
for which ((1 4+ t2L)~#*1),5 satisfies L? — L*° off-diagonal estimates of
arbitrarily large order. Then we define the same approximating family
A, as in (7.6) and our task is to verify (7.16) and (7.17) for T' = RS
and a constant C' that does not depend on €.

We assume right away that 6a > § — 1. By composition, this guar-
antees that the kernel in (7.15) is L? — L”°-bounded and hence that RS
also maps L? into L.
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Step 1: Verification of (7.16). Let f € L? and B a ball of radius 7.
We claim that

T. Ry (1 - 2 5y )
190 A e S0 a0 ()

with g(j) = C277(@™™ and C a constant that does not depend on e.
Since each integral on the right-hand side is bounded by M(|f]?)(y)
for every y € B, this bound yields (7.16) provided that we take o > n.

For the claim we write f = 32, f;, where f; = 1¢,f and C; =
C;(B), and obtain

[RL(1— A fllizm) < Z IR7 (1= Ap) fillizm
j=1
The term for j = 1 is readily handled by L*-boundedness of R5 (1— A, ):

IRS(L = A fllias < 1 leam = r ( ][ |f|2)

Note that the L2-bound is independent of €,r and depends only on
dimensions and ellipticity. This follows from writing R5 (1 — A,) =
Ry F..(L) as in (7.3) and using the functional calculus on L?. For
Jj > 2 we re-introduce the auxiliary function ¢ from (7.10) and the sets
D; := 2771 B. In analogy with (7.9) we write

IR = A e,
< / 191+ L) (Lo, + 1o )02 L)o(r* D) 1z
0

By composition, ¢V, (1 4 t2L)~3 satisfies L? off-diagonal estimates of
arbitrarily large order when ¢t > 0. Therefore, we continue by

oo 2y —3a dt
S [T(+E) e D,
0

t
* 2 2 dt
+ i (" L)p(r°L) fillL2 () 7

We can re-use (7.12) with p = 2 and likewise (7.14) if we replace
(°Dj, f) with (Dj, f;) due to the different support properties in the
ongoing argument. Indeed, these bounds have been obtained assuming
only p € (p_(L),2]. Altogether, we obtain a bound by

2c : —3a «@ : —3a
> (r 27y T 27 dt
< — 14+ — : - 14+ == Al —
N/O (t) ( + t) ||fj||2+(t) ( + t) 1531l 5

o g2 4 ¢ (s

< 9—ja . S
= ||f||L2(21+lB)/O 1+ 5% g

where the integral in s is finite. The claim (7.18) follows.
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Step 2: Verification of (7.17). Let g € WP 0 W2 and B a ball of
radius . We claim that

holds with a summable sequence g(j) that does not depend on e. Tak-
ing this for granted, the right-hand side is bounded by M (|Vg|?)(y)'/?
for every y € B and, given f € L?, the function

Lo 27 \—3a (42713 2760 p 4t
gi=— [ HL+LL) L+ L)

verifies V,A,g = R7A,f and V,g = R7f. At the beginning of the
proof we have seen that R maps L? into L”°. Therefore g € WP and
we obtain (7.17).

In order to prove (7.19), we perform two more reduction steps. Ex-
panding A, as in (7.8), we see that it suffices to establish (7.19) with A,
replaced by (1 +72L)~#% k > 1. Moreover, thanks to the conservation
property in Corollary 5.4 we can replace g by g — (g9)s-

Concerning off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large order, we ob-
tain type L? — L for

V(14 r*L) ™% = rV, (1 + r2L) 7' (1 + r2L) Pk H

by composition: Indeed, for the gradient family we have LP°— LF°
by interpolation of the L?-result with L-boundedness for some ¢ €
(po, g+ (L)), and 5 was chosen such that already the (5 —1)-th powers of
resolvents have L2 — LP°. As usual, we split g—gp = 2j21(g—g3)10j(3)
and obtain

1

w0 fem
( ][ Vo (1 +12L) (g —gB>|p0) <Y 20— gl

j=1

where v > 0 is at our disposal. Poincaré’s inequality [50, Prop. 7.45]
provides the bound

lg — gB||L2(Cj(B)) <llg— QB||L2(21+IB) S 2jn7”||vx9||L2(21+1B)-

We conclude that
1/po Can 1/2
(frvaasrn-gmr) " s o (£ vige)
B =1 2j+1

We take v > 37/2 to grant summability of g(j) = 276"/2=7) and the
proof of (7.19) is complete.
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7.3. Necessary condition for 1 < p < 2. We suppose that the Riesz
transform is LP-bounded for some p € (1,2) and prove that p > p_(L).
In dimension n < 2 we have p_(L) < 1, see Proposition 6.7. Hence, we
can restrict ourselves to dimensions n > 3.

We set py = p, define iteratively py = p;_, and stop at the first
exponent k™ > 0 with pp+ € (2,,2]. We shall prove by backward
induction that (pg,2] € J(L) for all k. Hence, we eventually find
(p,2] € J(L), that is to say, p > p_(L).

We have (pg+,2] C (2,,2] € J(L) by Proposition 6.7. For the in-
ductive step we assume (pg,2] € J(L) and pick any ¢ € (pg_1, 24].
Then ¢* is an interior point of J (L) and hence (tL'/?(1 4 t>L) ™)1~
is L7 -bounded by Lemma 4.16. For f € LYNR(L'?) we can therefore
estimate

I+ L) fllg S ¢ ILT2 Fllge
SHVLLT

St Nl

where the final step uses ¢ € (p, 2] C Z(L). We need to make sure that
this estimates applies to sufficiently many functions f. We stress that
Lemma 7.2 is useless in this regard since ¢ € J (L) is precisely what
we are trying to prove.

Lemma 7.7. In any dimension n, it follows that if ¢ € Z(L) satisfies
q < 2., then HY'NL? C R(aL'/?).

Momentarily, let us take the lemma for granted. If ¢ > 1, then multi-
plication by a is an automorphism of L N L?. Hence, we have LN L* C
R(L'?) and the previous bound implies L? — L -boundedness of the
resolvents. As usual, we can interpolate with the L? off-diagonal es-
timates and then use Lemma 4.7 to obtain (¢,2] € J(L). Since
q € (pr-1,2.] was arbitrary, (px_1,2] € J(L) follows.

This completes the proof modulo the

Proof of Lemma 7.7. For clarity we denote by T}, the extension of the
bijection L'/2 : W'? — R(L'?) to an isomorphism W"? — L2, so that
Ry = V.T; "

Let f € HINL?. Interpolation yields f € H*NL* and 2, € Z(L).
Hence, V,T; 'a=!f € H*. Modulo constants we obtain T} 'a~!f € L?
by the Hardy-Sobolev embedding and consequently 7} 'a™'f € W'2.
By definition of T, this means that a~'f € R(L'/2). O

7.4. Necessary condition for p > 2. We let p € (2,r,(L)) and
prove that p < ¢, (L). In fact, it suffices to prove [2,p) C J(L):
For g € (2,p) we then obtain L?-boundedness of

Vo (L+£20) " = (VL)L) 2 (L +°L) )
by composition, applying Lemma 4.16 to the second factor.



BLOCK SYSTEMS 71

The argument is similar to the previous section. We set py = p,
define iteratively py = (px_1)« and stop at the first exponent k=~ > 0
with pp- € [2,2*). Then [2,p,_) € J(L) by Proposition 6.7. Now,
assume [2,p,) € J(L) and pick any g € [2*,pg_1). Since ¢, is an
interior point of J (L), the family (tL'/2(1 +¢2L)™"),5 is L%-bounded
by Lemma 4.16. Moreover, ¢, € [2,p) C Z(L), so for all f € LINL?
we get

(L4 L) fllg S IVLA+ L) f
SILMA(1+420)7 f
SIS

qx

qx

qx)

which shows that ((1 + t2L)™!);50 is L — L%bounded. Interpolation
with the L? off-diagonal estimates and then Lemma 4.7 yield [2,q) C
J(L). Since q € [2,pr—1) was arbitrary, [2,px—1) C J(L) follows.
By backward induction we eventually arrive at the desired conclusion

2,p) € T(L).

8. OPERATOR-ADAPTED SPACES

Operator-adapted Hardy—Sobolev spaces are our main tool in this mono-
graph and will be essential for understanding most of the following sec-
tions. They have been developed in various references starting with
semigroup generators in [17,40,57, 58] up to the recent monographs
focusing on bisectorial operators [3,22]. Still we need some unrevealed
features and we take this opportunity to correct some inexact argu-
ments from the literature.

For general properties of adapted Hardy spaces we closely follow
[3, Sec. 3|, where the authors develop an abstract framework of two-
parameter operator families that provides a unified approach to secto-
rial and bisectorial operators. The application to bisectorial operators
with first-order scaling has been detailed in [3, Sec. 4] and we review
their results in Section 8.1. Section 8.2 provides all necessary details in
order to apply the framework to sectorial operators with second-order
scaling and we summarize the results that are relevant to us. This will
justify using parts of [3]| for sectorial operators in the further course.

The abstract framework allows us to treat operator-adapted Besov
spaces simultaneously without any additional effort. These spaces will
only be needed in the final Section 19 and the reader might ignore them
till then.
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8.1. Bisectorial operators with first-order scaling. To set the
stage, we assume that

e T is a bisectorial operator in L? = L*(R™ V) of some
anglew € [0, ), where V' is a finite-dimensional Hilbert
space,

e T has a bounded H*-calculus on R(7T'),

o ((1+itT) Y)ser (o) satisfies L* off-diagonal estimates
of arbitrarily large order.

These are called Standard Assumptions in [3, Ch. 4]. In fact, [3]| re-
quires for all v € (0,7/2 — w) that the family ((1+1i27)7!),cs, satisfies
L? off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large order but this follows al-
ready from the first and third assumption in (8.1) by interpolation, see
Lemma 4.13. The reader may recall from Sections 3.5 and 4 that T™
satisfies the standard assumptions as well.

In the following we suppress the reference to bisectors from notation
of classes of holomorphic functions since we allow any bisector of angle
larger than w. We mimic the extension to the upper half-space by con-
volutions in the definition of the classical Hardy spaces by associating
with each 1) € H* on a bisector the extension operator

(8.2) Qyr : R(T) = L=(0,00;L%), (Qurf)(t) = ¢(tT)f.

If in addition ¢ € ¥, then Q1 is defined on all of L? and by McIn-
tosh’s theorem it maps L? boundedly into LQ(O,oo, it,LQ) = T02 =
72, Hence, we can look at the bounded dual operator

Cyr = (Qu+7+)* : L*(0, 00, 4; 1L%) — L2,

(8.1)

where ¢*(z) = (%), which is given by the weakly convergent integral
dt
8:3) CprF = / W(TF() S

Of course, the integral converges strongly in L? if F' has compact sup-
port in (0,00). We call Cy 1 a contraction operator. It is denoted
by Sy, r in [3] and we change notation in order to distinguish it from
conical square functions.

Definition 8.1. Let ¢ € H*, s € R and p € (0,00). The sets
Hy% = {f €R(T) : Qurf € T’ NT*?},
By = {f €R(T): Qurf € 22" NZ°?},

equipped with what will be shown to be quasinorms
1l = 1Quallors 1 fllszs, = Quarf

are called pre-Hardy—Sobolev and pre-Besov space space of smoothness
s and integrability p adapted to T, respectively. The function ) is
called auxiliary function.

YARS)
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In order to treat pre-Hardy—Sobolev and pre-Besov spaces simulta-
neously, we introduce the concise notation

Xpr=1f ¢ R(T): Qurf € Y?PNY%?},

where the pair (Y, X) is either (T, H) or (Z,B). These pairs are called
(X,X) in [3] but it will be convenient to keep the symbol X for a
different purpose. For ¢ € UZ the condition Q7 f € Y?? is redundant
and if in addition 1 is non-degenerate, then by McIntosh’s theorem we
have up to equivalent norms

(8.4) X% = R(T).

For general values of s and p and auxiliary functions ¢ € H* = ¥
we still have that XZ,T is quasinormed |3, Prop. 4.3| and, up to equiva-
lent quasinorms, independent of the auxiliary function in the following
classes.

Proposition 8.2 ([3, Prop. 4.4]). Let s € R and p € (0,00). Up to
equivalent norms, X . does not depend on the choice of € H* a
long as it is non- degenemte and of class U7 with the following techmcal
conditions on the decay parameters:

o 7> —s+ 02—/l ando > s if p <2,

o7 >—sando > s+ |v2—"1/p| if p>2.

This allows us to drop the dependence on .

Definition 8.3. Let s € R and p € (0,00). Denote by X7" the quasi-
normed space X o for any ¢ € V7 as in Proposition 8.2. When s =0,

simply write Xp = X%p .

Usually, we take v with sufficiently large decay to describe these
spaces.

Proposition 8.4 ([3, Prop. 4.7]). Let s € R and p € (0,00) and
suppose that ¢ € U7 is non-degenerate, where

eT>sando > —s+|v2—1/p| if p <2,

o T>s+|"2—1/p| and o > —s if p > 2.
Then X7P = Cypr(Y*?NY™?) and

[ nf {|[F|lyse : F € YPNY?? & CyrF = f}.
1 an equivalent quasinorm.

The spaces X7 are not complete in general unless p = 2. This is
why we use the subscript ‘pre’ and remove it when taking completions.
As usual, a completion of a quasinormed space () is an isometric map

Q= Q where Q is a complete quasinormed space and ((Q) is
dense in Q For @) := X7 there are compatible completions of these



74 PASCAL AUSCHER AND MORITZ EGERT

spaces within the same ambient space L7 (RX*™): the construction in
[3, Prop. 4.20], called canonical completion, is to take

L = @w,T Wlth 'lp & \Ijg & Q = W g Ys7p )

Definition 8.5. Let ¢ € U be non-degenerate. For s € R and p €
(0,00) denote by X7" the canonical completion of the quasinormed
space X7

By the Calderon reproducing formula (here for bisectorial operators,
see [22, Prop. 4.2]) the function ) has a non-degenerate sibling ¢ € W2
such that C, 7Qyr =1 on R(T"). This allows us to summarize the full
construction of operator adapted Hardy spaces in one commutative
diagram, see Figure 5.

VXY e YO T X e XS

J | ] J

Qur(X7’) ——— YY" ——— X ——— Qur(XP)

v

FIGURE 5. Canonical completion: ¢,¢ € U are sib-
lings and P is the unique bounded linear map for which
the diagram commutes. It follows that P is a projection
from Y*? onto ¥X*®P. By the universal approximation
technique for Y-spaces, projections for different choices
of admissible spaces are compatible. The bottom part of
the diagram also identifies 1/X*? N Qy(X9?) = Qyu(X5P).

The canonical completions inherit many properties tent and Z-spaces
via Figure 5. Two important examples are the following approximation
results that have been tacitly used in [3]. By a slight abuse of nota-
tion we allow X € {B,H} to be different in the assumption and the
conclusion.

Lemma 8.6. Let ¢ € UL be non-degenerate. If F € X3 for some
s0 € R, py € (0,00), then there exists (Fy); C X0 with F; — F in
every space of type YX7F that F belongs to.

Proof. This is an immediate consequence of Figure 5. Indeed, since
151 j)xBoH)F € Y?%? is a universal approximation of F with respect
to tent and Z-spaces, see Sections 2.2 and 2.3, we can take F} =
PG-1j)xBo)F)- U
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Lemma 8.7. Let so € R and py € (0,00). Given f € X2 there is
a sequence (f;); in ey R(TF) with f; — f in every space of type X3F
that f belongs to. In particular, convergence holds in X%2 C 12

Proof. Again by Figure 5 we have f = C,pF with ' := Qurf and

therefore f; = C,1r(1;-1;)xB(0,j)F) have the required universal ap-
proximation property. Thanks to ¢ € ¥ we also obtain that

fi=T" / ’ (tT) Fo(tT) (105 F(t)) % eR(TY (kez). O

s —1

One necessity for the canonical completions is the following interpo-
lation result.

Proposition 8.8 (|3, Thm. 4.28]). Let ¢ € U be non-degenerate.
Let 0 < Po,P1 < 00O, 80,81 € R; 0 € <071) and Setp = [p()apl]@)
s = (1—0)sg+0s1. Up to equivalent quasinorms it follows that
[V, G, = Y
and if sg # s1,
(X X, = B3

When p € (1,00), the spaces X% and goX?p/* are in natural duality
with each other as described in |3, Prop. 4.23] provided that ¢, € U2
are siblings. Since by definition the pre-Hardy—-Sobolev and pre-Besov
spaces are dense in their completions, we can equivalently state this
result as follows.

Proposition 8.9. Let p € (1,00). Then, whenever f € L?,

p W9 e,

gex. 19l

where (-,-) is the inner product on L.

The ‘raison d’étre’ of these spaces is that the H>-calculus of T ex-
tends to them in the best possible way.

Proposition 8.10 ([3, Thm. 4.14].). Let s € R, p € (0,00) and v €
(w,7/2). Then for all n € H*(S,),

() fllsez < Nmllooll f e (f € X57).
Moreover, if p € W' (S,) and ¢ € U1(S,), then
le(T) fllgzrie S 1 f bz (f € D(e(T)) NX37)

and

[O(T) fllscz-re S W fllsge (f € D((T)) NXZP),

where the implicit constants also depend on ¢ and .
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The second part indicates that the spaces for different smoothness
parameters are related through a lifting property. Indeed, recall that
(#/121)(T") and its inverse are bounded operators on R(7T) since T' has
a bounded H*-calculus and that therefore 7" and [T'] share the same
domain and range. Thus, using (¢, %) = (Y4, 1) with either ¥(z) = 2
or 1(z) = [2] in the proposition above, we obtain

Corollary 8.11. The operators T and (T?)Y/? are bijections X577 N
D(T) — XZ* NR(T) that satisfy

1T fllsxge = [1f e = [I[T1S

From the H*-calculus we immediately obtain that (e™),5¢ is a
bounded semigroup on X7”. In fact, we also have strong continuity
and stability.

Proposition 8.12 (|3, Prop. 4.33]). Let s € R and p € (0,00). For all
[ € X3P the following limits hold in X7 :

lime ™ f = ¢ and lime M =0.
=0 t—o0

5P,
XT

8.2. Sectorial operators with second-order scaling. In this case
our standard assumptions are that

e T is a sectorial operator on L? = L*(R™; V) of some

angle w € [0, 7), where V' is a finite-dimensional Hilbert
(8.5) space, L
e T has a bounded H*-calculus on R(7T),

o ((1 +t?T) 1)so satisfies L? off-diagonal estimates of

arbitrarily large order,

and we allow holomorphic functions on any sector of angle larger than
w in the following considerations.
We define the extension for ¢» € H> with second-order scaling

Qur : R(T) = L2(0,00:L7),  (Qurf)(t) = (T f
and if in addition W7, then Qyr is again defined on all of L%, maps
into L?(0, oo, %; L?) and we have the dual operator
0 dt
Cori= @ua)'s CoaF= [ weDFOT,
0

where the integral converges weakly in L2.

Most of the theory in [3, Sec. 3 & 4] has been written for abstract
continuous two-parameter families (S: )t >0 on L? and hence applies
in extenso to families

(8.6) W(ET)N(T)p(r°T))
with a sectorial operator as above, instead of

(8.7) (WET)N(T)p(rT))
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with a bisectorial operator. Here, ¢ € V7l ¢ € U2, n € U3 are
auxiliary functions with o;, 7; € R. The only difference with the results
of bisectorial operators lies in how large these parameters have to be
in order to arrive at the desired conclusion.

The three fundamental mapping properties for families of type (8.7)
in [3] — Lemma 3.17, Lemma 3.18 and Theorem 3.19 — remain to hold
for families of type (8.6) and then the same conclusion holds already
if one replaces o, 7; by 9i/2,7i/2 in the assumptions. Indeed, following
the self-contained proofs in [3|, one readily sees that the assumptions
on the auxiliary functions are exclusively determined by [3, Thm. 3.8|,
which in turn provides the order of L? off-diagonal decay that one can
get for families of the form (n(t)Y(tT))i0 if (7(t))i>o is a continuous
bounded family of functions in H* and ¢ € ¥I. Precisely, [3, Thm. 3.§|
allows any order up to v = 0. On the other hand, in Lemma 4.16 we
have proved the same conclusion for (n(t)y(t*T))s>o under the mere
assumption 1) € \I/;g

From this discussion we conclude that qualitatively the results of
Section 8.1 that build on [3] remain valid for sectorial operators with
second-order scaling but there are the following quantitative changes.
The technical conditions of Proposition 8.2 become

o 7> —s/2+ |n/s—n/ip)| and o > s/2if p < 2,
o 7> —slrand o > /2 + |"/a —n/2p)| if p > 2,

with the same type of modification in Proposition 8.4. In Proposi-
tion 8.10 the assumption on the angle is again best possible, that
is v € (w,m) and n € H™(S}), and the second part of holds for

p € \Ifl_/f/Q(Sj) and ¢ € \I';/IQ/Q(S;F). As a consequence, the lifting

property of Corollary 8.11 uses /7.
Performing only the purely symbolic replacement of v/22 by V7 at

all occasions in the statement and proof of Proposition 8.12, we imme-
diately obtain the following version for sectorial operators.

Proposition 8.13. Let s € R and p € (0,00). For all f € X3 the
following limits hold in X7P:

lim e_tﬁf =f and lim e_tﬁf = 0.
t—0 t—o00

8.3. Molecular decomposition for adapted Hardy spaces. Molec-
ular decompositions for HY. with p € (0, 1] have been pioneered in [40,
57,58 for divergence form operators 7' = — div, dV,. For (bi)sectorial
operators satisfying our standard assumptions, the same kind of de-
composition has been used in many references including [3,22] but a
proof seems to be missing in the literature. We take the opportunity to
close this gap. The construction closely follows [58] but heat semigroup
bounds have to be replaced with more technical resolvent bounds.
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Throughout this section 7T is again a (bi)sectorial operator that sat-
isfies the standard assumptions of Section 8.1 or Section 8.2 and we
define H. by the abstract theory for first or second-order scaling, re-
spectively.

Definition 8.14. Let p € (0,1], ¢ > 0 and M € N. A function
m € L? is called (HE., e, M)-molecule if there exists a cube Q C R
and a function b € D(T™) that satisfies T*b = m and the following
estimates for j =1,2,...and k =0,1,..., M:

(i) If T is bisectorial with first-order scaling
1T *mllizc, gy < (276(Q)* #2775

(ii) If T is sectorial with second-order scaling
1((E@)T) Fmllia(cy gy < (UQ)) 27277,

Remark 8.15. Summing up the bounds in j gives the global L%-bound
1(((@Q)°T) *ml|s < cl(Q)/* /P, where o € {1,2} is the order of
scaling and ¢ depends on p,e, M. If ¢ > n/2, then we can use Holder’s
inequality before summing and obtain ||((£(Q)°T) *ml||; < cf(Q)" /7.

Definition 8.16. Let p € (0,1], ¢ > 0 and M € N. A molecular
(HY., e, M)-representation of f € R(T) is a series y .-, A\;m; that con-
verges towards f unconditionally in L? such that ()\;) € ¢? and each m;
is a (HY,, e, M)-molecule. The molecular Hardy space

HE olenr = {f € R(T) : f has a molecular (HY., ¢, M)—representation}

is equipped with the quasi norm

1 ez

T,mol, M

= inf [ (As)][er,
where the infimum is taken over all admissible representations.
With these definitions at hand, we establish the following

Theorem 8.17. Let p € (0,1], ¢ > 0 and M € N with M > n/p — /2
if T is bisectorial with first-order scaling or M > n/(2p) — n/a if T is
sectorial with second-order scaling. Then

14 _ 14
HT,mol,e,M - HT

with equivalent quasinorms and the equivalence constants depend on T’
only through the bounds that are quantified in the standard assumptions.

As in many earlier references, the proof relies on the atomic decom-
position for tent spaces that we recall beforehand.

Definition 8.18. Let p € (0,1]. A T?-atom associated with a cube
Q C R" is a measurable function A : Ry — C with support in
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Q@ x (0,£(Q)) such that

Q) dsdy % n_n
A 2 Q)2 7.
([ [1asr=t) <ue)

Proposition 8.19 (|35, Prop. 5]). Let p € (0,1]. There is a constant
C such that every F' € TP can be written as f = > .~ N\ A; with un-
conditional convergence in Ly, (RY™), where each A; is a TP-atom and

(A ler < ClIF|re-

Remark 8.20. The unconditional convergence is not stated explicitly
but is immediate from the construction, see [35, (4.5)]. Indeed, we have
NiA; = F1p,, where (A;); is a collection of pairwise disjoint subsets of
R}ﬁn. This also implies that for f € T? N'T? the atomic decomposition
converges in T? = L*(R}™", d4z),

The proof of Theorem 8.17 relies on two lemmata.

Lemma 8.21. Let p € (0,1] and ¢ > 0. Let M € N and ¢ € ¥ as
follows:
o M > nfp—nf2 and (2) = 22M (1 + i2)™*M if T is bisectorial
with first-order scaling,
o M > /i2p) — /4 and V¥(z) = 22M(1 + 2)™*™M if T is sectorial
with second-order scaling.

Then there exists a constant C' depending on these parameters and the

bounds that are quantified in the standard assumptions such that
|Qy,rml[r» < C

holds for every (H., e, M)-molecule m.

Proof. We give the proof for bisectorial T" with first-order scaling. Up to
consistently changing the scaling, the argument for sectorial operators
is identical. Since

Y(z) = ()™M (1 +i2) 7" = (L +i2) 7)Y

we obtain by composition that (¢(tT))o satisfies L? off-diagonal esti-
mates of arbitrarily large order.

Let m be a (HY., e, M)-molecule associated with a cube @ of side-
length ¢. We need a uniform LP-bound for the square function

Sermie) = [ otemme S)
|— y\<t t

Since HZ = R(T), we have that ||Syrflla < ||f]l2 for all f € R(T). In
particular, we obtain from Hélder’s inequality and the molecular decay
the local bound

1Sy rmllraeg) < [16¢]» 2 [|Sm|1216q) < C-
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It remains to prove that there is a > 0 depending only on ¢, M, p such
that for all j > 4 we have a uniform bound

(8.8) 1Sy rmlli2 ;) < C277(270)2 .

Indeed, this implies || Sy rm||Lr(c; (@) < C277* as before and the global
LP-bound for Sy rm follows by summing up the p-th powers of these
estimates.

In order to establish (8.8), we split the integral in ¢ at height 200=1¢,
where 6 € (0,1) will be fixed later:

dtdy . \?
el ([ [ wem <Wtund)
|— y\<t
</20J(] l)f/ )|2 dydt)

dydt
(] wemmer )
200-1¢ JRn
— T4 10,

where D;(Q) = 2772Q \ 277'Q and we have used Tonelli’s theorem
to bound the integrals in x. By the molecular properties, we can
write m = TMb. Since 1 € UM we have a uniform L*-bound for
(tT)Ma(tT), which together with Remark 8.15 leads us to

< dydt \ '/
Il = tT) M (tT)b(y) |
([ e s 5s)
< @0 bl

< C279OMHET ) (20

and we can achieve o = M + 7/p — n/2 > 0 by taking 6 sufficiently
close to 1. This completes the treatment of II.

As for I, we decompose further I = I+ I,, where I corresponds
to replacing m with my defined as

my = 12j+3Q\2j—2Qm7 mo ‘= 1c(2j+3Q\2j—2)m.

The L2%-bound for Sy and the molecular estimates yield

J+2
LS llmalle < 37 ImlPagy g < C2759(270) 375,

k=j—2

Since the support of ms is at distance at least 2/72¢ from D;(Q), we
get can infer from the off-diagonal decay for ¢(¢1") that

20(i—1)p 2j—2€ —2y d¢ 1/2
[ S llmll (1+=—) =
0 t t
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' 2060 4\ 172
Shao ([ e T)

< C(ij)%_%2_j((1—0)w/+%_%)’

where we have used again Remark 8.15 in the final step and ~ is still
at our disposal. We have already fixed 6 € (0, 1) and it suffices to take
v large enough so that a == (1 — )~y + #/2 — #/p > 0. This completes
the treatment of I and hence we have established our goal (8.8). [

Lemma 8.22. Let p € (0,1]. Let ¢ > 0 and M € N. Let ¥(z) =
2M(1 +1i2)™M if T is bisectorial with first-order scaling and (z) =
22M(1 + )™M s T s sectorial with second-order scaling. There ex-
1sts a constant ¢ depending on these parameters and the bounds that
are quantified in the standard assumptions, such that ¢ 'CyrA is a
(HY., e, M)-molecule, whenever A is a TP-atom.

Proof. Again we only do the proof in the bisectorial case and the sec-
torial case follows line by line up to the usual modifications.

Let A be a TP-atom associated with a cube @) of sidelength ¢ and set
dt
t’

where we have used the support property of A. The integral converges
weakly in L? but as M > 1, the integral

m = CyrA= / g(tT)QM(l +itT) "M A(t) —

b= /OE tMETYM (1 + 1tT)~*MA(t) %

converges strongly and we have Tb = m. We establish the molecular
bounds for m up to a generic renorming factor c.

In preparation of the argument, let ¢ € L?. For k = 0,..., M we
bound the L? inner product

) mg) < 67 [ 140 7)Y A0, )| T

l
:e-’f/O 1A, o (T)0) |

¢ . dt
< ([ 101 t) ( / Tl —)
<ot / (T >g||iz@>7) ,

where ¢ € Wil is given by ¢(z) = 2 7%(1 —iz)~*M and we have used

the support and the molecular bound of A. Taking the supremum over
all g with support in 4Q) normalized to ||g||s = 1 and controlling the
square function via McIntosh’s theorem, we obtain

1(ET) Fmlli2q) < 77,
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which is the required molecular bound for j = 1. The family (¢ (t7T"))¢~0
satisfies L? off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large order by decom-
position since we can expand

P(2) = (=M H(L = (1 +12) )M R 4 12) 2,

For j > 2 we take the supremum over all normalized ¢ in L? with
support in L*(C}(Q)) and obtain
/‘] <2j‘1£>—2v A
o V¢ t

< 2 p2 U7

<3

H(£T>7kaL2(Cj(Q)) S

with v > 0 at our disposal. We take v > n/p — n/2 + £ to obtain the
required molecular decay. O

Putting it all together, we give the
Proof of Theorem 8.17. Let f € HY o and let f =35 \m,; be

T,mol,e,
an L convergent molecular representation. We define HY. via the ad-
missible auxiliary function 1 from Lemma 8.21. Let ¢ € {1,2} be the

scaling order. We have

(8.9)
dtd p/2
ot = [ (J] wensorEE)as

<[ ([, wenmori) ) w

< AP IQu il
=0

<SP
i=0

where the first step uses L?-convergence, the second step is due to p < 1
and monotone convergence and the third step is by Lemma 8.21. Tak-
ing the infimum over all representations yields || f|luz < Cl| f{l#y mop.c s+

Conversely, let f € HY and let ¢ be the auxiliary function from
Lemma 8.22. According to Proposition 8.4, we can write f = CypF
with F € TP NT? and || F||t» < 2|/ fllezz . According to Proposition 8.19
and the subsequent remark, we can write F' = >~  \;A;, where the
sum converges unconditionally in T?, each A; is a TP-atom and we
have ||(A)illee < C||F||». Since Cyr : T> — L? is bounded, we get an
unconditionally L?-convergent representation

f = CIp,TF = i AiC¢7TAZ‘ = i(c)\i)c_lmi,

=0 i=0
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where c is the constant from Lemma 8.22 and the m; = Cy rA; are
(H, e, M)-molecules. This proves || f{|#;, o .0 < 20¢| fluz.- O

8.4. Connection with the non-tangential maximal function.
We recall the non-tangential maximal function

_ 1/2
N.F(z) == sup ( ]§[ |F<s,y>\2dsdy) |
t>0 W (t,x)

where W(t,x) := (Y/2,2t) x B(x,t). At this level of generality we do
not know whether H2 could be characterized via N, as in [40,58] but,
using the molecular decompositions, we can give upper bounds for the
non-tangential maximal function of resolvent families and Poisson-type
semigroups acting on HY. if p < 1. Such result can be extend to p < 2
by interpolation provided the result for p = 2 holds, which might be a
concern in itself.

We begin with a simple comparison of the non-tangential maximal

function and the uncentered Hardy—Littlewood maximal operator M
in R™.

Lemma 8.23. Let 1 : (0,00) — L(L?) be a strongly measurable family
that satisfies L? off-diagonal estimates of order v > n/2. Then there
1s a constant C' depending on dimensions and the off-diagonal bounds,
such that

]%V W dsdy < C MUS)@)

for all f € L? and all (t,x) € R,
Proof. Set B = B(z,t) and split f = ijo fi» where f; = 1¢,)f.
For t/2 < s < 2t we have by assumption

27 — 1)\ —2v
[ wswrars (+E2) 1 g,

sz [P
2/ B
< 277 M(|f1P) (2).
The claim follows by summing in j and averaging in s. U

We also recall Kolmogorov’s lemma for bounding the maximal oper-
ator on L? for 6 < 1, see for instance [39, Lem. 5.16].

Lemma 8.24 (Kolmogorov). Let 6 € (0,1) and E C R™ a set of finite
measure. There is a constant C = C(6,n) such that

/E M) dy < CIEMIFIS (F € LY.

With these tools at hand, we establish a first non-tangential maximal
bound on H.
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Proposition 8.25. Let p € (0,1] and e > 0. Let M € N and ¢ € H*®
as follows:
o M >nfp—n/2 and (z) = (14 1i2)*M if T is bisectorial with
first-order scaling,
o M > n/i2p) — /4 and (z) = (1 + 2)7*M if T is sectorial with
second-order scaling.

Then there exists a constant C' depending on these parameters and the
bounds that are quantified in the standard assumptions such that

INAQuzf)lly < Cllflley, (€ HE).

Proof. Let f € HY. and f = Y52, \im; be an L*-convergent molecular
representation as in Theorem 8.17. Then Qurf = > 0y MiQy rm; in
L>°(0, 00; L?) and by sublinearity of the maximal function we find

IN(Qurf)IE <

> IMINL(Qy )
=0

p o -
<D IPIN(Qurma) 5.
=0

p

Consequently, it suffices to treat the case that f =m is an (HY., e, M)-
molecule (associated with a cube @ of sidelength ¢). We only write out
the argument in the bisectorial case. As usual, the proof is identical in
the sectorial case upon changing the scaling.

Step 1: Local bound for N,. By composition, the family (¢(t7T))¢0
satisfies L? off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large order. Therefore,
Lemma 8.23 yields N,(Qurm) < C(M(|m[?))"/2 a.e. on R and by
means of Kolmogorov’s lemma and Remark 8.15 we get

INA(Qyrm)[[Fr(16g) S / o | M(Jm[*)(y)] dy < [16Q[' "2 |[m|}5 < C”.
16

Step 2: Decomposition of N, on annuli. It remains to show that there
is a« > 0 depending only on e, M, p such that for all j > 4 we have a
uniform bound

(8.10) ||N*(Q¢7Tm)||£P(Cj(Q)) < 277eCe,

The claim then follows by summing up in j. To this end, we fix j > 4
and split

N*(Q¢,Tm) < Nioc(@w,Tm) + Nfbb(@w,Tm),

where the local and global parts correspond to restricting the size of
Whitney boxes in the definition of N, to ¢t < ¢ and ¢t > /¢, respectively.

Step 3: Bound for N¢ on Cij(Q). Let 0 <t < £ and z € C;(Q).
Splitting m =}, m;, where m; = 1¢,g)m, we get

1/2
(]5[ |(1+isT)_2Mm|2dsdy)
W (t,z)
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5 |'Z| 2 <1 i d(B(x,f}2701<Q))>_7Hm2”2 n |'Z| M(\m@|2)($€)%,

where we have used L? off-diagonal decay of the resolvents whenever
|i — j| > 2 and Lemma 8.23 whenever |i — j| < 1. The order v > 0 is
at our disposal. For any set I/ C R" we have
d(B(z,t), E) S 1 N d(z, F)
t 2 4t
as follows by distinguishing whether or not ¢ > d(@.E)/2. Specializing to
E = Ci(Q) with |i — j| > 2, we get
, , ivj

AB.0,C(Q) . 1 d@,CiQ) . 29

t -2 4t ~o4t

1+

1+

We also have

Hmillzﬁ\?”j@é(][ [mi \Qdy) S @Y0E M(Imif) ()2,
2iViQ

Applying these bounds on the right-hand side of our estimate leads us

to
1/2
<]§[ |(1 +isT)_2Mm|2dsdy)
W (t,z)

S 2 @00 M(mif) @)
+ ) M(|mif*)(x)>
li—j|<1

+ 3 @007 M(jmif?) (x)z.

i>j+2

(8.11)

From now on we require 7 > 7/2. On the right-hand side ¢ appears with
positive exponent and hence the supremum over 0 < t < £ is attained
for t = . We conclude that

N (Qurm)(z) £ Y 27670 M(jmy) (2)2

i<j—2
(8.12) + Y M(mif*) ()2
li—j|<1
302G M) (@)
i>5+2

Kolmogorov’s lemma and the molecular bounds for m imply

/ | M(jmil?) (@) da < |C5(@)1% [lml 15
Q)

< OB Byl —2—e)p

)
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so that integrating the p-th power of (8.12) in z € C(Q) yields

IR Qo) e g S 3 PG P2iE 5w
1<j—2
+ Z 9I (5 —2)pgi(y— 5 —e)p
li—jl1<1
+ Z 9i (5 —32)pgiln—J—e=7)p
i>5—2

o BNy gmie 4 (B,
This establishes (8.10) for N'°¢ provided that eventually we take v > n/p
(which implies v > n/2).

Step 4: Bound for N8 on C;(Q). We write m = T™b as in Defini-
tion 8.14. We have

(1+itT)~2M

(i) M@E)M (1 +itT) M
= i)y ™™M(Q + 7)™ = (14 1T)" M
= (it) "M (tT)b,

where (p(tT))sso satisfies L? off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large
order. Hence, we can repeat the first part of Step 3 with ¢, b replacing
1, m and due to the additional factor (it)™™ our substitute for (8.11)

becomes
1/2
(]5[ |(1 +isT)_2Mm|2dsdy)
W (t,z)

S D0 @OFTETEN MO (@)

i<j—2

+ > M M(Jb?) ()2
li—j]<1

+ D @OEOTEM M(Jb) (o)
i>j+2

with v > 0 at our disposal and b; := 1¢,gyb. We require v < /2 + M.
Then t appears with negative exponent on the right-hand side and
passing to the supremum for all t > ¢, we get

NEP(@urm)() § 37 25 M0 ) ()

i<j—2
+ 3 M) ()2
li—jl<1

+ 3 2GT MM b)) ()2

1>7+2
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Now, (~Mp = (¢T)~Mm satisfies the same L?-bounds on annuli as m
and we can repeat the arguments in Step 3 in order to conclude (8.10)
for N glob provided that at the end of the proof we take again v > 7/p.
This requirement is compatible with v < #/2 + M since we have M >
n/p — n/2 by assumption. O

In the context of boundary value problems it will be important to
have a statement as above with a Poisson-like semigroup replacing the
resolvents. To this end we need the following fact.

Lemma 8.26. Let p € (0,00). There is a constant C' = C(n,p) such
that

INA(F)llp < ClIF|lee - (F € L (RY™)).

loc
We add a proof for convenience.

Proof. Let (t,x) € RY™. Since (s,y) € W (t,z) implies |z —y| < t < 2s
and t > s/2, we have that

1/2 dsdu\ M2
(ﬂ |F<s,y>|2dsdy) sc( I rewr fﬁ) .
W (t,z) |lz—y|<2s S

The right-hand side does not depend on t and its L’-quasinorm in x
is equivalent to ||F'||t» by a change of aperture. The claim follows by
taking the supremum in ¢ and integrating the p-th powers in x. O

Proposition 8.27. Let p € (0,1]. Let 1(z) = e V= if T is bisectorial
with, first-order scaling and ¥(z) = e~V* if T is sectorial with second-
order scaling. Then there exists a constant C' depending on the bounds
that are quantified in the standard assumptions, such that

INC(Qurf)llp < Cll fllwz  (f € H).
Moreover, the bound continues to hold for p € (1,2] if it holds for p = 2.

Proof. First, let p € (0, 1] and define an auxiliary function ¢ as follows:

e If T is bisectorial with first-order scaling, let M > n/p — n/2
and ©(2) == ¥(2) — (1 +iz)72". Then ¢ € ¥ so that the
technical condition in Proposition 8.2 holds.

e If T is sectorial with second-order scaling, let M > 7/(2p) — 7/4
and ¢(2) = P(z) — (1 + 2)7*". Then ¢ € V})] and the
corresponding technical condition for sectorial operators (Sec-
tion 8.2) holds.

We find for all f € HY. that
INQur D)l < INQ@prH)lp + [ Ne( Q)

SNQerflive + IN(Quey i f) Iy
S
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where the second step is due Lemma 8.26 and the third step uses the
definition of the HY.-norm and Proposition 8.25.

Suppose in addition that this bound holds for p = 2. Let ¢ € ¥
and recall the definition of HY. via the contraction mapping C, (Propo-
sition 8.4). The claim is then equivalent to F' ]\Nf*(@w,T(C(éF) being
bounded TP N T? — L” for the respective p-norms. By assumption this
holds for p = 2 and from the first part of the proof it follows p = 1,
so the claim follows by complex interpolation for positive sublinear
operators [66]. O

8.5. D-adapted spaces. The unperturbed Dirac operator D satisfies
the standard assumptions of Section 8.1. In order to fully understand
the associated Hardy—Sobolev and Besov spaces, we need the orthogo-
nal projection Pp : L? — R(D) C L?. From the specific form of D? in
(3.3) we see that

D*f=-A.f (f€D(D*)NR(D))

and hence that Pp = —A_'D? holds on the dense subspace D(D?) of
L?. Now, —A;'D? can also be viewed as a Fourier multiplier with
symbol

0 (Ko elem|’

where ¢ € R" is the Fourier variable and we think of C"™" ~ (C™)" as
n-vectors of elements in C™ just as in the definition of vector-valued
gradient and divergence. This symbol is homogeneous of degree zero
and smooth outside of 0 and hence falls in the scope of the Mihlin mul-
tiplier theorem [92, Thm. 5.2.2]. Therefore —A, D? extends boundedly
to X*?, where X € {B,H}, for all s € R and p € (0,00). The exten-
sion to L? is precisely Pp and we keep on denoting the extensions to
other spaces by the same symbol. From (8.13) we also obtain the block
structure

1 0
(8.14) Pp =: [0 Pwﬂj .

(8.13)

Since R(D) coincides with the space H in the ellipticity condition (1.2),
we get that Py, is the projection onto the curl-free L? vector fields.
By [3, Thm. 5.3] we have for s € R and p € (0, 00) that

X3P =Pp (X NL?)

with equivalence of p-quasinorms. In particular, ]P’D(Xs’p) equipped
with the norm of X*” is a completion of X7 in Z’. Let now ¢ € H*
for the sectorial functional calculus and put ¢(z2) := v (z?). Then (3.14)
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A

X @ X o= X o= X012 @ P, (XPPNLA).

FIGURE 6. Identification of Hardy—Sobolev and Besov
spaces up to equivalent quasinorms in the unperturbed
case B = 1.

with B =1 yields for all ¢ > 0 that

?/}(—tQAx) 0
P(tD) = { 0 Y-V, divx)] !

that is to say

Qy,-a 0

8.15 = P :

(8.15) Q. [ 0 Qy,—v, dive

On taking ¢ with sufficient decay at 0 and oo, we conclude X7’ =
Xiix @Xi”vz div,- Along with (8.14) we can characterize the D-adapted
spaces as in Figure 6.

As a matter of fact, Theorem 8.17 for D comprises a molecular de-
composition for H** N L? = H?NL? when p € (0,1]. In order to illus-
trate how operator-adapted and standard theory interact for a specific
differential operator, we recover an atomic decomposition for H? from
the molecular decomposition of HY,.

Proposition 8.28. Let p € (1,,1]. Every f € HY can be written as
f= ZZ.OZO \;a; with unconditional convergence in L?, where each a; is
an L?-atom for H?. Moreover, || f||g» =~ inf ||(\;)||e, where the infimum
1s taken over all such representations.

Proof. Let C be such that |la||gr < C for all L*atoms a for H?. By
the same argument as in (8.9) we get for any L*-convergent atomic
representation f:= ) >°  \a; that

1A e = W f [l < CPH(A)illzo-

Conversely, let f € HY,. Due to Theorem 8.17 we have f = > " A\imy,
where each m; is an (HY,, 1, 1)-molecule and ||(A;)iller < 2||f||e. Con-
sequently, it suffices to find atomic decompositions for each m;.

Let ); be the associated cube and write m; = Db; as in Defini-

tion 8.14. Let (Xf)j‘;l be a smooth partition of unity on R™ such that

(8.16) 0<x! <loQns Ve oo < e(m)(270(Q0) 7
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Then b; = Z;; Xf b; unconditionally in L% Since D is a first-order

differential operator, each D(Xg b;) is supported in 2771Q;, has mean
value zero and satisfies

1D (xbi)]]2 < Imilliz ey @iy + 27 €lll(Qi) " billiz ey
< e(20(Qy))2 v 27,

where ¢ only depends on dimensions. This means that a{ = c 127 D( Xg b;)
is an HP-atom. Since D is closed, we obtain the atomic decomposition

m; =Db;=> D(xIbi) =Y c27dl. O
j=1 j=1

The proof above showed more.

Corollary 8.29. Let p € (1,,1]. There is a constant C that depend
on dimensions and p such that every (HY, 1,1)-molecule m satisfies
|lm||lge < C.

Note that Lemma 8.21 gives the same result provided that n/p <
14 7/2. We have used the specific structure for D to get the conclusion
without this restriction. .

We shall also need atomic decomposition of H*? MW" as in [45], but
with Wh2-convergence rather than convergence in H*. While this can
certainly be inferred from inspection of the proof in [45], we prefer to
give a direct and more transparent argument that relies on the lifting
property from Corollary 8.11.

Definition 8.30. Let p € (1,,1]. An L2-atom for H'? is a function a
supported in a cube Q C R™ such that ||V alls < £(Q)2 ».

Proposition 8.31. Letp € (1,,1]. Every f € H'"?NW*2 can be written
as [ = Y2 Nia; with unconditional convergence in W2, where each
a; is an L2 -atom for HY. Moreover, || f||¢.» ~ inf [|(A);
infimum is taken over all such representations.

ler, where the

Proof. Corollary 8.11 and Figure 6 tell us that
D :H’ nD(D) — H2 NR(D)

is bijective and satisfies || Dgllur =~ ||g|lipr and [[Dglli2 =~ ||g]lg.2 for
all g. Also, if f is an L%atom for H'?, then D([f,0]T) = [0, =V, f] is
an L2-atom for H”.

If f= Eio Aia; 1S a H? atomic decomposition as above, then

U aIEN
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is a H? atomic decomposition and ||f|ly1r S [[(Ai)iller follows. Con-
versely, let f € H"" N W2 Then D([f,0]") € H}, and the atomic
decomposition obtained in the proof of Proposition 8.28 takes the form

I B 3) S R e e

i=0 j=1

where each af is an L%-atom for H? and the X{ are smooth functions
satisfying (8.16). The function (¢™'27x7b;), has support in 2/+1Q; and
satisfies —V,(c7127x7b;), = (al),. Hence, it is an L*-atom for H'* and
the decomposition we are looking for is

i=0 j=1

8.6. Spaces adapted to perturbed Dirac operators. Now, we ap-
ply the abstract theory with first-order scaling to the bisectorial oper-
ators BD and DB and relate the operator-adapted spaces to those
obtained for the sectorial operators L, M, E, M with second-order scal-
ing. Thanks to the different orders of scaling, the meaning of s as a
smoothness parameter is the same for all adapted spaces.

In analogy with (8.15) we have that whenever ¢ is an admissible
auxiliary function on a sector for the definition of X7* and X}7, then
©(2) == 9(2?) is admissible for X3, and

_ Q0
.17 Q= % ol |-

This is again a consequence of (3.14). The same kind of relation holds

with DB on the left and L, M on the right and follows from (3.4).
Merely by definition we obtain
Xs,p — Xs,p @ Xs,pj
(8.18) oy ep o o
Xp = Xf @ ij'

In this sense the theory for the perturbed Dirac operators encompasses
the theory of all four second-order operators. Figure 7 summarizes
their various relations.

As for the mapping between the second and third row in Figure 7,
we first cite the following regularity shift from [3, Prop. 5.6]: we have
that

(8.19) D : X55P N D(D) — X3h NR(D)

is bijective and bounded from below and above for the X-quasinorms.
In particular,

1D fllsezn, = IIf

s (f € X571 D(D)).
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XFpNR(BD]) = XPPNR(LY?) @ Xi7NR(MY?)
[BD] Ll/Q)I\ Ml/{
X5 PNDD) = XSTPND(LY?) @ X3P nD(MY?)
—Vaz
D
~ divg
XppNR(D) = X3P NR(div,) @ XZNR(V,)
B ‘/al ld
X% NR(BD) = X}’NR(a'div,) @ XPNR(dV,)

FIGURE 7. Splittings and identifications of pre-Hardy—
Sobolev and pre-Besov spaces. Each arrow indicates a
bijection that is bounded from below and above for the
respective X-quasinorms. Domains and ranges are taken
for the corresponding operators on L? with maximal do-
main. Each appearing space is the intersection of an
adapted space X7” with one of its dense subsets, where
density is with respect to the norm || - [[xsr + [ - |2, see
Lemma 8.7.

This takes care of the left-hand side. The two ingredients for the proof
in [3| are the intertwining property from Lemma 3.6 and the following

Lemma 8.32 (Local coercivity inequality, [22, Lem. 5.14]). For any
u € L. with Du € LY. and any ball B(z,t) € R™ it follows that

loc loc

/ \DUPS/ \BDu|2+t2/ |ul?.
B(x,t) B(x,2t) B(x,2t)

Remark 8.33. In Lemma 8.32 we understand Du = [div, u;, =V u,]"
in the sense of distributions. In particular, we can take u € D(D).

On recalling D(D) = D(BD) = D([BD]) from Section 3.6 and
R(D) = R(DB) from (3.8), we can split the regularity shift (8.19) in
the spirit of (8.18) and obtain the right-hand side between the second
and third row.

Similarly, the mappings between the first and second row in Figure 7
are due to (8.18) and Corollary 8.11.

Finally, the mapping from the third to the fourth line follows from
the block diagonal structure of B and the following
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Lemma 8.34. Let s € R and p € (0,00). The map
B: X5 NR(D) — X3 NR(BD)

1s bijective and bounded from below and above for the respective X*P-
quasinoTrms.

Proof. Let f € X35NR(D). We have Bf € R(BD) and for any ¢ € U7
we obtain Qu ppBf = BQy ppf from (3.15). Since B is a bounded
multiplication operator, we conclude ||B fllxsz < [|Bl[oo|l f ks, -
Conversely, let g € X3, NR(BD) and write ¢ = Bf with f € R(D).
In order to bound f in X35, we take an auxiliary function ¢ € U3
and define ¢ € ¥ by p(z) = z1(z). For fixed t > 0 we have again the
intertwining relation Dy(tBD)g = DBY(tDB)f. The local coercivity
inequality applied to u = t1)(t BD)g can therefore be rewritten as

| iepBists [ jesDgP+ [ juesD)P
B(x,t) B(x,2t) B(x,2t)
Consequently,

Q.08 fllvr S 1Qp BDYllv=» + [ Qu.BDY]

where in the case (X,Y) = (H,T) we also used a change of angle in
the tent space norms. The left-hand side compares to || f||xs» whereas
both terms on the right compare to ||g|

Y*SP,

Kl =

We could also write down a ‘completed’ version of Figure 7 in which
all pre-Hardy—Sobolev and pre-Besov spaces are replaced by their canon-
ical completions and all intersections vanish. While conceptually this

might seem more satisfactory, the possibility of working with invertible
maps in L? will have significant advantages for many of our proofs.

9. IDENTIFICATION OF ADAPTED HARDY SPACES

This section is concerned with identifying three pre-Hardy spaces, HY |
HlL’p and HY, 5, that play a crucial role for Dirichlet and regularity prob-
lems with classical smoothness spaces. To this end it will be convenient
to have a version of Figure 7 around these particular spaces at hand:

As for the second and third row ‘identifying’ means determining
whether the spaces remain the same as sets and with equivalent p-
quasinorms when B is replaced by the identity matrix. In the fourth
row for H? | we can then expect it is the image of H” N L? under mul-
tiplication with a=!. If p > 1, then multiplication by a~! is invertible
on H? = L? and hence the image the same as L N L2
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HY, NR([BD])) = HYNR(LY?) @ H,, NR(MY?)
[BD] Ll/;[ M1/2{
Hz?, ND(D) = H"ND(LY?) @ H? nD(MY?)
—Vaz
D
~ divg
Hpp NR(D) = HINR(div,) & HZNR(V,)
’ ‘/al ‘/d
HY, NR(BD) = H;NR(a'div,) & Hy, NR(AV,)

FIGURE 8. Figure 7 for s = 0 and X = H. Each appear-
ing space is the intersection of an adapted space with one
of its dense subsets.

9.1. Identification regions. We introduce three such sets of expo-
nents:

9.0) H(DB) = {p € (1,00) : | fllsy, == I/}, for all f € R(D)}
and
H(L) = {p € (1.,00) : | fllay = laflls for all f € L2},
HY(L) = {p € (1,,00) : HfHHi,p ~ || fllgre for all f € L2 }
The identification region for DB turns out to be the intersection of
the two regions associated with L. This has nothing to do with the
particular Hardy spaces above and follows from Figure 8 for all sorts
of adapted spaces. Identification regions for other DB- and L-adapted
spaces will appear much later in the text in Section 19.
Lemma 9.1. Let s € R and p € (0,00). The following are equivalent :
(1) X35 = X3P with equivalent p-quasinorms.
(ii) X3P = a~1Y(X*P? N L?) and X5 = XTP N L2 both with equiv-
alent p-quasinorms.

Specializing to X = H and s = 0 in Lemma 9.1, we obtain

Corollary 9.2. It follows that H(DB) = H(L)NH'(L). In particular
(by (8.4)) all three sets contain p = 2.

Proof of Lemma 9.1. Throughout, equalities of spaces are up to com-
parable pre-Hardy quasinorms and spaces that arise from multiplica-
tion with a~! carry the image topology.
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We start by noting that (i) is equivalent to X35 NR(D) = X3PNR(D)
since R(D) = R(DB) is dense in both adapted spaces. The third row
of Figure 7 yields equivalence to

X2PNR(div,) = X2} NR(div,),
X2 AR(Y,) = X% . NR(V,).
By moving to the second and fourth row, this is the same as having
X;PNR(a™" div,) = a1 (XP 5. NR(div,)),
X, ND(V,) =X\ "N D(V,),
which, by density, is equivalent to having
X7 = a’1X§pAz
s+1, s+1,
XLJr P XjAzp'
The spaces associated with the Laplacian have been identified in Fig-
ure 6 and equivalence to (ii) follows. O

Remark 9.3. The argument above proves slightly more: it says that
we have, all in the sense of continuous inclusions, X3, C X3 if and
only if we have both X5” C ¢ }(X*? N L?) and X{"'? C X**P 012
and that the same result holds upon reversing all inclusions.

In order to show that the identification regions are intervals, we
borrow an interpolation argument from [3, Thm. 4.32] that uses the
canonical completions of adapted Hardy spaces. In fact, for H(DB)
and H'(L) the result in [3] would apply ‘off-the-shelf’ but a slight
variant is needed for H(L) because of the multiplication by a.

Lemma 9.4. The sets H(DB), H(L) and H'(L) are intervals.

Proof. We begin with the proof for H(L). By definition, we have p €
H(L) if and only if the multiplication operators a : H; — H?NL?
and b = a~! : H*NL?> — M. are well-defined and bounded for the
p-quasinorms. This is equivalent to saying that these operators have
bounded extensions a : YHY — HP and b : HP — HE to canonical
completions in the sense that the following diagrams commute:

JHE — & [P P — s I
HY —%— HPNL2 HP N —2— HY

Let now po,p1 € H(L). Since the spaces H? and H" have universal
approximation techniques, the extensions in the respective diagrams
for py and p; are compatible and we can use complex interpolation
(Section 2.6 and Proposition 8.8) to obtain the same diagrams for all
p between py and p;. Hence, these exponents are all in H(L).
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The arguments for H'(L) is identical except that we extend the
identity operator. The same for H(DB) but instead of H” we use a
canonical completion HY,. O

Definition 9.5. (i) The upper and lower endpoints of H(DB) are
denoted by h_(DB) and hy(DB).
(ii) The upper and lower endpoints of H(L) are denoted by h_(L)
and h, (L). Likewise hl (L) are the endpoints of H'(L).

9.2. The identification theorem. We come to the characterization
of the identification region’s endpoints through the critical numbers

p-(L) and ¢4 (L).

Theorem 9.6 (Identification Theorem). The endpoints of H(L) and
HY(L) can be characterized and controlled as follows:

h+(L) = p=+(L),
hL(L) < (p-(L): V 1),

hi(L) = q+(L).

As a consequence, the endpoints of H(DB) are h_(DB) = p_(L) and
hi(DB) = q+(L).

The relations for L imply those for DB since H(DB) = H(L)NH (L)
and ¢ (L) < py(L) by Theorem 6.2. We later precise this result by
showing that these intervals are open at their ends except may be at
the lower endpoint of H!(L) for which we cannot even say whether the
bound is sharp.

The proof of Theorem 9.6 is spread over 10 parts, using different
methods for different regimes of parameters. Upper bounds on the
size of H (L) are easy to obtain (Part 1), whereas lower bounds require
establishing two continuous inclusions. Parts 2 - 5 focus on different
inclusions of classical and L-adapted spaces. Parts 6 - 10 contain the
synthesis of these preparatory steps.

Many arguments are known when a = 1. However, there are still
some new difficulties when a # 1 that need to be taken care of and for
some other parts we can simplify known arguments through the full
strength of Figure 8 even when a = 1.

Part 1: p_(L) < h_(L) and p+(L) > h(L). Being slightly more
precise, we show the inclusion H(L) € J(L). Given p € (1., 00),
Proposition 8.10 yields

1L+ L) fllwe < 1 e

uniformly for all f € H? and all ¢ > 0. If now p € H(L), then
H? = a~'(H? NL?) holds with equivalent Hardy norms and p € J(L)
follows.
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Part 2: L?NL? C HY for 2 < p < co. We are going to prove the
continuous inclusion LYNL* C HE for ¢ € [2,00).

We define H? via the auxiliary function ¥(z) :== 2%(1+ 2)~2* with an
integer ov > /4, so that this choice is admissible for all ¢, see Section 8.2.
We have to establish the bound

1Qu.cflirs S Ifllg (f €LINLE).

For a later purpose, we prove a more general statement. This uses the
standard assumptions from Section 8.2. For T' = L the bound required
here follows by simply taking the auxiliary parameters # = 1 and p = 2.
The further interest in the lemma lies in picking p as large and 6 as
small as possible in order to allow for weaker decay assumption of ¢ at
the origin.

Lemma 9.7. Let T be a sectorial operator that satisfies the standard
assumptions (8.5). Fiz p € (0,m)/2) ando,7 > 0. Letyp € W(ST ,,)
and consider the square function bound

1Qurfllrs S W llorull flls (f € LTNLY),

where the implicit constant does not depend on 1. Then this bound is

valid for every q¢ > 2 provided that one can findp € [2,00) and 8 € (0,1]

such that ((1 4+ t*T)™1)~¢ is LP-bounded and

O(m —w)
2

e (0, ) & 0>2[PT,LQ]9'

Proof. In the following implicit constants are allowed to depend on
the fixed parameters but not on 9 itself. Via McIntosh’s theorem the
boundedness for ¢ = 2 is equivalent to the bounded H*-calculus on
R(T'). Hence, we can state

1Quz fllve S 1 llss , ) Ifll2 (f € R(T)).

Cauchy’s theorem yields ’(/}(tQT)f =0forallt>0if f € N(T'). Hence,
we can state same bound for all f € L?. By complex interpolation it

remains to treat the case ¢ = oo, that is to say, to prove for all balls
B C R” of radius r > 0 and all f € L™ NL? that

2 o ddt
0 (g [ [ en ) < ol i

Having fixed B, we write f = 2321 Jj with f; == 1¢,)f. For j =1

we use that T? = LQ(RH”' didz) and again the L*-bound to give

5] / / BET AP

Qg1 f1] 52

IBI
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|B\ 1 s, )||f1||§

<A Pllgoe s, 1 1%

Next, we let ¢ := [p, 2]y and obtain from Lemma 4.16.(i) the off-diagonal
estimate

2
(L) fillLes) S II@/)IITau(l + —T) [ flleco; By

t
tQJ o 1
< [Wllron 272 TE=2 BV f o
Since p > 2, we obtain from Hélder’s inequality that

20

l —j(20—2
[ L) fillam) S Nelleon—z2 72 1BV flloe

and taking L*-norms with respect to /¢, we are led to

1 // , , dzdt\?
— V(L) fi(x)]” ——
(5 [ [ wensor s
P to dt
< 2 ”V“(Arwt>

—i(2g—n _1

= 2770 Q)”@Z)HT,U,M(ZLU) 2] flloo-
By assumption, we have 20 > n/,. Summing up in j yields (9.2). O
Remark 9.8. It becomes clear from the proof above that Lemma 9.7

has very little to do with sectorial operators and could be extended to
more general extensions

(Qu )t x) = (1) f) ()

where 1 : (0,00) — £(L?) is a strongly measurable family of operators.
For example, with p = 2 and 6 = 1 the only properties of (¢/(t));~o that
we have used to get for every ¢ > 2 a bound

1Qu fllre S Iflly (f € LINL?)
is the corresponding L*-bound and L? off-diagonal estimates of order
v > n/a.
Part 3: Injection of classical spaces into L-adapted spaces for
p € (1,2). For this part we work with the auxiliary function v defined
by
(9-3) Yalz) = 22721+ 2) 7%,

where a € N will be chosen sufficiently large depending on exponents
and dimensions. Throughout this part it will be convenient to write

dtd
00 Seaf@)=(f[  waen R )"
r—y|<t
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so that ||Syr - ||, becomes an equivalent norm on HY provided that
a > n/(2p) — /4, compare with Section 8.2.

Our main objective is to establish the following extrapolation result
for square functions.

Lemma 9.9. Suppose for some q € (p_(L) V 1,2] and all sufficiently
large v (depending on q,p_(L),n) that

(9.5) IS0, (L2 u)lg S IVoully  (u€ WM AW!2),

Then for all p € (q. V 1,q) and all sufficiently large o (depending on
p,q,p—(L),n) it follows that

IS0, (L2l S IVoull, (v € WHP A W!2),

Remark 9.10. Assumption (9.5) holds for ¢ = 2 and any o € N.

Indeed, this follows from H? = R(L) = L? and the solution of the Kato
problem. Starting from there, we can iterate Lemma 9.9 in order to
conclude that for every ¢ € (p_(L), V1, 2] the bound (9.5) holds for all
sufficiently large a.

Before giving the proof of Lemma 9.9, let us state the more important
consequences of this lemma for the identification of L-adapted Hardy
spaces.

Proposition 9.11. If p € (p_(L) V 1,2], then L’NL* C HY with
continuous inclusion for the p-norms.

Proof. First let us assume f € LPNR(LY?). By Lemma 7.2 this is
a dense subspace of L? NL% We put u := L~ Y2f. Since the Riesz
transform is LP-bounded (Theorem 7.3), we have u € W'? 0N W2 with
IVaull, S| fll,- Remark 9.10 yields

1Syarfllp < L1

if « is sufficiently large. If in addition o > 7/(2p) — /4, then v, is
admissible as auxiliary function for H? and we obtain

1 ey < A1l

with an implicit constant independent of f. A general f € L? NL* can
be approximated by (f;) € L? NR(LY?) in L” N L. By L*-convergence

/B D= Jim [ 5

7= JB(x,t)

holds for all (¢,z) € R*™ and we invoke Fatou’s lemma to give

dtdy \ P2
[l ghmmf/ (// KtWa (t°L) L) iy )2 tig) dz

= lim inf
im inf || £l
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On the right-hand side Hf]”%’i is under control by || f;||, thanks to the

first part of the proof and LP-convergence of (f;) gives the required
bound by || f]],. O

Proposition 9.12. Ifp € (p_(L), V 1,2], then W** N L2 C Hi’p with
continuous inclusion for the p-norms.

Proof. By the universal approximation technique even Z is dense in
W!'PNL2. Hence, the same approximation argument as in the previous
proof shows that it suffices to check

lulatr < 1Voull, (u€ WH? A WE),

Y

We take « large enough so that (9.5) holds at exponent ¢ = p and a >
n/(2p) — n/4 to make sure that HIL’p can be defined through the auxiliary
function ¢, (2) = /2¥a(z). We have 1, (t?L)L*?u = t~Yp, (t*L)u for

t > 0 and therefore
lullgr = 11Qpq,cull e = [|Qyq,z. (L2w)[| 700
= 1S pa, (L),
S IVaullp. m
We come to the proof of Lemma 9.9. We modify the strategy of

[22, pp.42-45]. Henceforth we fix p, ¢ as in the statement and we write
1 = 1, where o will be chosen larger from step to step in dependence
of p,q,p—(L), n.

Let w € W' 0N W'? and A > 0. It will be enough to obtain the
weak-type estimate

06  [rerm: s, (L u) >3} < %vaung

with implicit constant independent of u and A. Indeed, consider the
positive sublinear operator

T:Z =12 Tu:=S,(L"Y*(—A) ")

and recall that Z is dense in all (intersections of) L"-spaces with r > 1.
Now, T is of strong type (g,q) by (9.5) and of weak type (p,p) by
(9.6). Hence, it is of strong type (r,r) for every r € (p,q] by the
Marcinkiewicz interpolation theorem. As (—A,)~1/2 is invertible on Z,
this means that we have

1Sy, (L)l S I Vaull: (u € 2).

This bound extends to v € WY N W2 by density as before. Since
p € (. V1,q) and r € (p, q] were arbitrary, the claim follows.
The proof of (9.6) itself comes in 8 steps.

Step 1: Calderon—Zygmund decomposition. We use the decomposition
for Sobolev functions that was introduced in [6, Lem. 4.12], see [5] for
the correction of an inaccuracy in the original proof.
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Since u € W, according to this decomposition, there is a countable
collection of cubes (Q);)jes, measurable functions ¢ and b; and constants
C and N that depend only on dimensions and p, such that

i) u=g+ Z b; pointwise almost everywhere,
jeJ

(i) [[Vagllo < CA,
(iii) b; has support in Q; and [|[V,b;|[b dz < CAP|Q;],

(iv) D 1Qil < CAP|Vaully,
jeJ
(v) ) 1o, <N.
jeJ
More precisely, setting Q := {M(|V ulP) > X} C R", the b; take the
form b; = (v —u(x;))x,; with z; € 2Q;N°Q and x; € C5°(Q;) such that
1xlloo + Q)| VaXjllw < C. The function u has a representative on
Q) that satisfies |u(z) — (u)g| < CM(Q) whenever @) is a cube centered
at z € “Q2 and this is how we understand u(x;).
We recall these details on the construction because we need two
additional properties in the proof of (9.6):

(") If w € W' for some 7 € (1,00), then b; € W' for all j and
Zje ; bj converges unconditionally in whr

() 17 € (p,p"), then [Vaglll < C'X2|[Vagll2 and [lbyl; <
C'\'|Q;|* = for all j, where C” also depends on 7.

To see property (i’), we let Q) be the cube centered at x; with side-
length 3/(Q);) and write

(9.7) by = (u—(u)g,)x; + (u)g, — (W)gy)x; + ((u)g; — ulx;))x;-

The special property of u on “Q yields |((u)q; — u(z;))Vax;| < CA on
R™. Next, since Q; C @}, we obtain from Poincaré’s inequality that

(W, — ()| S ][Q T () £ £(Q)) ]é |V da

The right-hand side is bounded by A since x; € “Q and we obtain
|((u)g, — (u)q,)Vax;| < CAonR™. Once again by Poincaré¢’s inequality
we have

Ve — (w)g, ;)" dz < /Q Vol de,

R

so that altogether we obtain from (9.7) the estimate

(9.8) |bej|rd:[ S )\T|Qj| +/ |qu|r dz.
Rn Qj
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Since b; has compact support, we have b; € W qualitatively. For any
partial sum of j’s we obtain from (v) and Holder’s inequality that

(9.9) / V. b dng”/ > [Vaby|" da.
R™ ; R

Properties (iv) and (v) justify using the dominated convergence the-
orem to conclude that ). ; V;b; converges in L". The limit is inde-
pendent of the order of summation since the sum contains at most N
non-zero terms at each z € R".

As for (ii’), the L"-bound for b; immediately follows from the Sobolev—
Poincaré inequality [94, Cor. 4.2.3] and (iii). From (9.8) and (9.9) with
7 = p and then (iv), we obtain ||V, >, bill, < C|V,ul,. We con-
clude ||V.gll, < C||V ull, from (i) and the required L"-bound follows
from (ii).

Step 2: Decomposition of the level set. For the same « as is the defini-
tion of ¢ = 1, in (9.3) we introduce a function ¢ € H* through

(9.10) o(z) =2%(1+2)"°
and we decompose u = g + g + b, using the series
=3 (- w@D),
JjeJ

bi=> (L),

jed

In Step 4 we shall check that the series § converges in W9, so that by
(i) with r = ¢ the same is true for b.

Anticipating the convergence of g, we obtain that the set on the
left-hand side of (9.6) is contained in the union of

Ay = {x €R": Sy (LY?g)(x) > )\},
Ay = {x € R": Sy (L) (x) > )\},
As = {x € R": Sy r(LY?b)(z) > )\},

where we do not make a notational distinction between v +— Sy, 1, (L'/?v)
and its bounded extension from W' into L. It suffices to bound the
measure of each of the three sets by a generic multiple of A77||V u/|,.

Step 3: Bound of A;. We use the Markov inequality, the assumption
and (ii’) to give

[ Au] < AISy L (L2g)l5 S A UIVaglld S APV aullh.
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Step 4: Convergence and estimate of g. For the time being, let j run
only through a finite set of J. Consider the partial sum of g given by

011 01— @D, =3 (4) o (S an ),

J p=1 J
where we have expanded ¢ from (9.10). We fix # and introduce
(9.12) for=> (1+6L)" ;.
J
Since we have b; € W' = D(L'/2) by (i"), the same is true for fz. We

calculate its norm in W' by dualizing V, f against h € C5°, normalized
to ”h”q/ =1:

(Vefs, h) ZZ (14 65L)5bs, hyg),
j

where hj = l¢,(@,)h- We take adjoints, use the support of b; and
then Holder’s inequality to give

[(Vata h) <) 0D lIbjllua 1(Va(1 + L)) haglle o)
j k=1

By (ii") we get
[(Vafa, bl

9.13 - 1
(5-13) < S NGV + 20 ) Byl g

i k=1
For ¢ > 0 the families ((1+#2L)™') and (tV,(1 +t>L)™!) satisfy L? off-
diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large order. Now ¢ is an inner point of
the interval of resolvent bounds (p_(L) V 1,2), which by Theorem 6.2
is the same as (¢_(L) V 1,2) for gradient bounds. By interpolation
(Lemma 4.14) both families have LY off-diagonal bounds of arbitrarily
large order. Composition and duality yield L? off-diagonal bounds of
arbitrarily large order v > 0 for ((tV,(1+#>L)~%)*). Consequently, we
have

106V (1 + EL) ) gl g,y S 27 Nl (60,
< 2728 Q|7 (M| ) (2)) 7,

where z € ); is arbitrary. We take v > n/¢ so that when substituting
this estimate back into (9.13), we obtain a finite sum in k:

INEYENOIPS AX:IQJ (Ih]*)(x))

L
q
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We average in x € @);, take into account the finite overlap of the @);
and apply Kolmogorov’s Lemma, in order to conclude that

(Vs h \<AZ/ (10]7) ()7 dz
(9.14) S A/U N (M(|h|q’)(x))q—l/ dz

UQJ

We recall the definition of fz from (9.12) and that h was normalized in
LY. Hence we have shown the estimate

HvxZ(l +05L) 7 q < A(Z |Qj|)é,

where j runs over a finite subset of J. Property (iv) of the Calderén—
Zygmund decomposition implies that >, (1 + €2 L)7Pb; converges in
W and that its norm is under control by A! p/qHV ull%?. By defini-
tion in (9.11), the series g is a finite sum in [ over series of this type.
Hence, it converges in W as required and is bounded by

1
7
/

||h||

(9.15) 19,3, < A5 Vaul.

Step 5: Bound of Ay. We argue as in Step 3 and use (9.15) instead of
(ii") to give

[Az| S ATVgll§ S AN Vaullp.

Step 6: Preparation of the bound for Az. By Markov’s inequality and
the boundedness of v+ Sy, ,(L'/?v) from W' into LY, we have

{:c e R": Sy (LY?)(z) > )\H <AV, (v € Wh).

In particular, the measure of the set on the left tends to 0 as v tends to 0
in Wh4. Since the series b converges in W', this argument shows that
it suffices to derive the desirable bound A7P||V,ul|, for the measure of

- - A
Ay = {:p e R": Sw,L(Ll/z b)(z) > 5}7

where b = >, #(£3L)bj and j runs over a finite subset of J. Again, this

reduction bears the advantage that b is contained in W? = D(L'/?)
and hence we can properly work with the functional calculus of L. In
fact, such type of reduction is necessary since p may lie outside of J (L)
and therefore there is no hope for reasonable functional calculus bounds
for L on L”.
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First, we can split off £ = Uj ¢ 6Q); since its measure is under con-
trol by property (iii) of the Calderon-Zygmund decomposition. Next,
by Markov’s inequality and the definition of Sy 1, the measure of the
remaining set is at most

|waﬂs4x4[gEm%L@“2»<n%u

<4)\ // t2 L1/2 )( )|2‘B<y7 )\E| dtdy
R1+n t t

The set B(y,t) \ E has of course measure controlled by ¢" but if y is
contained in the cube 4@Q);, then this set is empty for all ¢ < ¢;. Hence,
introducing the ‘local” and ‘global’” parts

fiolt) = 3 L0, ) o () (L)LY p(E L), ) (),
(9.16)
faron(t,y) Z Leqag(y ( L)L1/2<P(£§L)bj>(y),

we obtain

A\ E <A ”P|EJQN+MM@M

and we are left with bounding the two integrals on the rlght by generic
multiples of \*~7||V ull?.

dtdy

Step 7: The local part. Let h € L*(RLT", 442) and let (-,-) be the

t
duality pairing on that space. By the Cauchy-Schwarz inequality we

first find
dtd
umm|<1(/ / ) y)

and then, generously bounding the second integral by a maximal func-
tion in z, that

(9.17) |{fioe, )| < Z[j|4Qj|1/2 wiggj(M(Hz)(w))m’

(/ / L2y <ﬁ><>ﬁ®“),
H@w:(l |<>P“)

At this stage of the proof we introduce a fixed exponent ¢ € (p_(L)V
1,q) and take the parameter a in (9.3) large enough to grant that

where

(9.18)
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(tLY?)(t?L))y0 is L¢ — L:-bounded. This is possible by Lemma, 7.4, (ii)
since ¢ is not the lower endpoint of J(L) and we can expand
FLVRH(L) = (1 4+ 1) — (14 12L) )

in terms of resolvents of power at least 2a. By interpolation with the
L2-bound we then have of course L" — L*-boundedness for all r € [, 2].
Since ¢ from (9.10) is bounded, we obtain from the functional calculus
on L? that

(9.19) LY@ L)p(GL)flla St (f € LTNLA).

In this step we use the above estimate with r = ¢ and f = b; to
bound I;. As we have n — 2n/q < 0, integration in ¢ leads us to

o gn2n— dt 3—3—1
bl [T ) <o

i
where the final step uses (ii’). Going back to (9.17), we have established
the bound

(9.20) [(froes ) S A 1Qs ] i (M(H?) ()2,

so that we can bring into play Kolmogorov’s lemma as in (9.14) and
then use property (iv) to conclude

1
2 1
[ (froes )| < A 1|7 S A2V, UHthHLa(dtdz)

Since h was arbitrary, we have proved the bound that was required at
the end of Step 6:

dtdy _
[ Ve P S 02
RLT™

Step 8: The global part. We use the same duality argument as in Step 7
except that for fyon we will have to work on the ¢(4();), which we split
into annuli Ci(Q);), k¥ > 2. In this manner, our substitute for (9.17)
becomes

(921)  [faows h |<ZZIM|2’“+1Q|2 inf (M(H?)(2))*,

where H is still as in (9.18) and

L —(/ /% L2 L) (L)) »<y>|2@)%.

From the definitions in (9.3) and (9.10) we see that z — +/z1(z) and
@ are of class ¥2* and P9, respectively. Lemma 4.16.(i) yields for all

(a2
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f € L? with support in Q; that

- 2k£ —2a
120 (8 LYo (GL) fllizion@n S 1<TJ) 172y

For fixed j, k, t, we interpolate this bound with (9.19) for » = p by
means of the Riesz—Thorin theorem. This results in

HL1/2¢(t2L)¢(£§L)f||L2(Ck(Qj))

S (ZE) e,

where 6 € (0,1) is such that ¢ = [o,2]p. In exactly the same manner
we can interpolate the assertion of Lemma 4.16.(ii) with (9.19) in order
to obtain

(9.23) LYV L)e(GL) fllizcray ST 2127 fllsgy).

provided that ¢ > ¢;.
Now we come back to I, split the outer integral at ¢ = ¢; and use
(9.22) and (9.23) with f = b; to give

b dt
2 —40ak p—40 2 —2+4n—22 440
e Ul A
0
[e.e]
—40ak —opp-2n dt
R T
&
There is no issue with convergence of the second integral since we have
qg < 2. We pick « large in dependence of n,q,0, in order to grant
convergence of the first integral and get

o4 p—2n
I < 270k 12 S W20k,

where the final step follows from (ii’). We pick oo > 7/46) so that when
finally going back to (9.21), we find a convergent geometric series in k
and obtain

[ M S ADZ1Q 12 imd (M) ()2

At this point, the right-hand side is the same as in the treatment of
the local part. We obtain the required bound for the global part by
repeating the argument following (9.20). This concludes the proof of
Lemma 9.9.

Part 4: Injection of L-adapted spaces into classical spaces for
p < 2. In this section we establish the continuous inclusions

(9.24) He C a '(HPNL?)
(9.25) H,” C H'? N L2
in the range 1, < p < 2.
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The main observation is the following inclusion for D B-adapted
spaces. The result appears already in [22, Sec. 4.4| but for convenience
we include a proof.

Lemma 9.13. Ifp € (1,,2], then HY,, C H?NL* and the inclusion is
continuous for the p-quasinorms.

Proof. The claim holds for p = 2, see (8.4), and the interpolation the-
orem for inclusions of adapted Hardy spaces [3, Thm. 4.32] yields that
the set of exponents for which the claim holds is an interval. Hence,
we only have to treat the case p < 1.

We use the molecular decomposition for HY,,; (Theorem 8.17) for
some admissible M and ¢ = 1. It suffices to check that there is
a constant ¢ such that ||[m|gr < ¢ for every (HY g, 1, M)-molecule.
Writing m = D(B(DB) 'm), we see that m is a generic multiple
of an (HY,1,1)-molecule. The required bound follows from Corol-
lary 8.29. U

Now, we can use Figure 8 as follows to complete Part 4. Moving
from the third to the fourth row, we obtain for f € HY NR(a™!div,)

that

af

0
The bound extends to f € H? by density, which gives (9.24). Likewise,
moving from the third to the second row, we get

0
[ £l = Ve fllar < [ } S llgrs
H Va.f o Hy

first for f € H”ND(LY?) and then for all f € H}”, which gives (9.25).

Going one step further to the first row gives an additional Riesz
transform bound , which is of independent interest. It extends [58,
Prop. 5.6] beyond semigroup generators.

Proposition 9.14. If p € (1,,2], then
IVoL™ 2 fllwe S I fllg (f € H NR(LY?)).

Part 5: Injection of classical spaces into L-adapted spaces for
p < 1. We complement the previous section by proving the reverse
continuous inclusions

S e -

P
HDB

|Mﬂmps'

(9.26) a'(HPNLY) CHY  (p_(L)<p<1)
and
(9.27) AL CH”  ((p-(L). V1) <p<1),

if these intervals of exponents are non-empty.
The strategy is the same for both inclusions and relies on the atomic
decompositions. We use the auxiliary function ¥ (z) = 2%(1 + 2) 2%,
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where o € N will be chosen large later on, and introduce the square
functions

1/2
(9.28) SuLf ( // V(L) f <>|2dffy) ,
o y|<t e
1/2
(9.29) SO f ( // L (20) f(y )|2dffy)
je—yl<t g

Then ||Sz(¢O)L()||p and ||S$L()||p are equivalent norms on H? and H”
provided that we take at least a > 7/(2p) — /4.
We shall establish the following bounds.

Lemma 9.15. Let p € (p_(L). V 1,,1] and a sufficiently large depend-
ing on n,p,p_(L). For all L*-atoms m for H"* it follows that

1SS (m)]l, S 1.

Lemma 9.16. Let p € (p_(L), 1] and « sufficiently large depending on
n,p,p—(L). For all L*>-atoms m for H? it follows that

0 _
1S9 (a'm)|, < 1.

Let us take these estimates for granted and complete the objective of
this part first. Given f € L? such that af € HP, we write the latter as
an L*-convergent atomic decomposition af = >, \ym; with |[(A)[e <

Y

|laf|lmr. We use Fatou’s lemma as in the proof of Proposition 9.11 to
obtain

Spr(N@) <D NilsT e m)(@)  (z €RY)
and we conclude by Lemma 9.16 and as p < 1,
1Sy ( ||p<Z|)\|”||S¢L (@' ma)llp S I S llaf I

The left-hand side is equivalent to || f||m» and (9.26) follows.
As for (9.27), it suffices to prove ||u||H1Lp S [Vau|l, for all uw e

H'” N W2, Indeed, since Z is dense in H*? N L2, this is yet another
application of the Fatou argument above. Now, we can take a Wb
convergent atomic decomposition u = ). \;m; as in Proposition 8.31.
By the solution of the Kato problem we have L?-convergence of

Y(ET)u =Y NLTPP(PL) L Pm;

and the same argument as before applies.

Proof of Lemma 9.15. Let m be an L%-atom for H'? associated with a
cube @ of sidelength ¢ as in Definition 8.30.
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We begin with a local bound. By the solution of the Kato problem
we have m € D(L'/?). It follows that

dtdy\
<// t2 L1/2 ( )‘2 t1+n)
|— y\<t

L(LPm)(z) (z €R"),

where (2) = 227V 2(1 + z)_m. Holder’s inequality and the L*-bound
for the square function with ¢ (McIntosh’s theorem) yield

1 1_1 1
1SS (M) leaqy < 14Q17 21|85 (M) |2
1_1
<1QIF 2| LY?ml,

1 1
=~ Q[ 2| Vam]|
=1.

(9.30)

In preparation of the global bound, we pick some ¢ € (p_(L),p*) N
(1,2]. This is possible by the assumption on p. We also take a large
enough in dependence of ¢ and p_(L) in order to have LI —L? off-
diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large order for (¢(t2L))s0 at our dis-
posal. This is possible due to Lemma 7.4.(ii) since we can expand

(9.31) () =214+ 2)2* = (1+2) = (14 2)2)
Consequently, we have for all z € R"™ the estimate

Tz d(B(l‘,t),Q) -
[ (P LYm| 2 SE2 0 <1 + — ],

2o d(l‘aQ) -
=875 (14 922 T,

where v > 0 is at our disposal and the second step uses d(B(x,t), Q) >
d(z,Q)/2 for t < d@Q)/2 and 1 > 2d@.Q)/; for ¢t > d@Q)/2. Squaring and
integrating this bound with respect to dt/i+3 gives

® o d(z, Q) 2 dt\ "
sty s ([T (14 S22 ) D,
~ d(z.Q) " ml,

where the last step follows by a change of variable s = td(z, ) and we
have taken 2y > 27/4 — 2 in order to have a finite integral in s. Thus,

1
1 P
IS zmllrcuoy S (/(4@) d(z,Q) "« ”d:c) Imll,

< E%_%_lnm”qv

(9.32)

where we have used "?/q+ p > n to calculate the integral in z. Since m
is supported in @), we obtain from Hoélder’s and Poincaré’s inequality
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that

—n_

1 n n_n
1S mlleeaay S 0072 Himllizg) S €0 2 | Vamllizg) = 1,

which is the required global bound. O

Proof of Lemma 9.16. Let m be an L?-atom for H? associated with a
cube @ of sidelength ¢, see Definition 2.5.

As before, the local bound HSfﬁ)L(a_lm)HLp(th) < 1 follows from
Holder’s inequality and the L%-bound for the square function.

To prepare the global bound, we pick exponents p_(L) < s <r < ¢ <
p. The resolvents of L are a~! H*-bounded and also L¢ — L?-bounded
for some p < 2 thanks to Lemmata 6.3 and 6.4. Keeping in mind
the expansion (9.31), we take « large and conclude from Lemma 4.4
that (¢(t2L))>o is a=' H" — L*-bounded. Together with the usual L
off-diagonal estimates we obtain for all x € R™ that

[0(2L) (@ 'm) |2 (o)
L)@ ) o [ ) oy

< (5 i) (14 L2EDDY )

where § € (0,1) and v > 0 are still at our disposal. Since |Q|'/P~*/™m
is an L2-atom for H", we have ||m|g- < |Q|Y/"~/P. Picking 6 such that
(1=6)/r + 0/2 = 1/4, we obtain

d(B(l‘,t),Q))‘“/e‘QH_;.

[0 L)@ ) gz S 1575 (14 S

This estimate is of the exact same type as (9.32) and we can repeat
the previous proof from thereon. Indeed, we integrate the square with
respect to dt/t1+n to obtain

SO (a m)(x) S d(w, Q) a7 7,

and then the required global bound

n n n n

HS'I(L?)I/<a71m)”Lp(C(4Q)) 5 fr  afad » = 17

follows since "/q > n. O

Part 6: h_(L) < p_(L). Let p € (p_(L),2]. We have to prove that
a~'(H?NL?*) = H? with equivalent Hardy norms.

The inclusion ‘C’ was obtained in Part 5 for p € (p_(L), 1] and in
Proposition 9.11 for p € (p_(L) V 1,2]. The converse was obtained in
Part 4 in the range p € (1,,2].
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Part 7: h' (L) < (p_(L)« V 1,). Let p € (p_(L). V 1,,2]. We have
to prove H'? N L2 = H,;” with equivalent Hardy norms.
We have obtained ‘C’ in Part 5 for p € (p_(L). V 1., 1] and in Propo-

sition 9.12 for p € (p_(L)« V 1,2]. The converse follows again from
Part 4.

Part 8: hy (L) > py(L). Let p € (2,p+(L)). In Part 2 we have
obtained I”NL? C W, with continuous inclusion for the p-norms. It
remains to establish the opposite inclusion and this will follow by du-
ality.

To this end, we recall from Section 3.5 that L* is an operator in
the same class as L and similar to an operator L* in the same class
as L under conjugation with a*. By duality and similarity we have
p € (p_(L*) v 1,2). Replacing systematically L with L, the result
of Part 6 entails H’gﬁ = L NL? with equivalent p’-norms and from
Figure 8 we can read off

HY, = a*HE, = LV NL2.
Given f € HY, we use Proposition 8.9 for second-order operators to
give

() SISl gl = 11 f Nl llglly (9 € T AL2).
L*

We conclude f € L? NL? along with || f||, < | flle as required.

Part 9: hl (L) > g (L). We have to show that Whr N L2 = H?
with equivalent p-norms for p € (2,¢,(L)). In fact, we shall establish
continuous inclusions for the p-Hardy norms

(9.33) WPNL2DH” (2<p<qp(D))
and
(9.34) WIPNL2 CH?  (2<p<py(l)),

which is a more general result since by Theorem 6.2 we have p, (L) >

q+(L)".
In the following let p € (2, p;(L)). Part 8 implies p < h;(L). Hence,
we can identify H? = L” N L? and the ubiquitous Figure 8 tells us that

(9:35)  IIf e = 1LY f g = ILY2F1l, (f € HEP ND(LY?)).

Proof of (9.33). If even p < ¢, (L), then the Riesz transform is LP-

bounded according to Theorem 7.3 and we obtain from (9.35) that
1o Z Ve fllp (f € HE” N D(LY?)).

A general f € ]I-]I};’p can be approximated by a sequence (f;) C Hi’p N
D(L'/?) simultaneously in H;” and L? see Section 8.1. Then (V,f;)
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is a Cauchy sequence in L? whose limit coincides with V, f thanks to
L2-convergence of ( fj). Hence, the previous estimate extends to f.

Proof of (9.34). It suffices to establish the bound
(9.36) lullgso S IVoull, (u€ WA W),

Indeed, a general u € W' N L2 can be approximated in W N L2
by a sequence (u;) C Z and L*-convergence suffices to infer ||u||H1Lp <

liminf, ||uj||Hi,p, see the proof of Proposition 9.11.

We rely on a duality argument using the same notation as in Part 8.
Again, we have p' € (p_(L¥) V 1,2) and we obtain from Theorem 7.3
that the Riesz transform for L is L”-bounded. For any g € R(L*) N
D(L*) N L¥ it follows that

<L1/2u,g> = (u, (L*)1/29>
_ <u7 L*<L*>71/2g>
_ <v u, d*v ( *)—1<L*)—1/2g>
= (dV,u, V(L) (a*)g),
where the third step is just the definition of L* and the final step uses

that the similarity of operators L* = a*L*(a*)~! carries over to the
functional calculi by construction. Holder’s inequality yields

(L0, )] S Vsl Vs () 2(a) gl S [ ¥suly gl

Since g was taken from a dense subspace of L¥ (as is granted by
Lemma 7.2 applied to Lf and similarity), the bound || LY?ul|, < ||V ull,
follows. Now, (9.36) is a consequence of (9.35).

Part 10: h' (L) < q4(L). Suppose that the interval H'(L) contains
some exponent p > ¢ (L). In particular, ¢, (L) is finite.

Since we have ¢y (L) < py(L) by Theorem 6.2, we can assume p <
p+(L) and by the result of Part 8 this implies p € H(L). Therefore, we
have a commutative diagram

M NR(LY?) —= HY A D(LY?) — W'? 0 D(L'/?)

I |-

N At %4
L? NR(L?) VoL , LP L2,

where the mapping of L=1/2 follows from Figure 8 and the unlabeled
arrows indicate continuous inclusions for the p-norms. Lemma 7.2 guar-
antees that L? NR(L'/?) is dense in L” NL? and we conclude that the
Riesz transform is LP-bounded. But then we must have p < ¢, (L)
according to Theorem 7.3 and therefore p = ¢, (L).

This argument has two consequences. First, ¢, (L) € H'(L) is pos-
sible only if the Riesz transform is L% ®)-bounded. We shall see in the
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next section that this is never the case. Second, H!(L) cannot contain
exponents p > ¢4 (L) and hence that we have hl (L) < ¢,(L). At this
stage the proof of Theorem 9.6 is complete. U

9.3. Consequences for square functions. By definition of HY, the
identification theorem (Theorem 9.6) can be reformulated in terms of
LP-bounds for conical square functions of type

eat ) =5@uno = ([ wensorie)”

Here, we collect and improve these bounds with an emphasis on the
decay for the auxiliary function ¢ € ¥ at |z] = 0 and |z| = oo within
a sector. This will be important for the applications to boundary value
problems.

When p > 2, we will use the simple fact that the conical square
functions S can be controlled by the vertical square function defined
for F € L (RY™) as

v = ([Tirear®)”

see for instance [13, Prop. 2.1| for the following lemma.

Lemma 9.17. Let p € [2,00). There is a constant ¢ depending on p
and n such that for all F € Li (RLT™),

ISCE)lp < e[V E)lp,

Upper bounds for vertical square functions are provided by an ab-
stract theorem due Cowling-Doust—MecIntosh—Yagi [36, Thm. 6.6]. We
state the quantitative version found in the textbook [64], but inspec-
tion of the original argument would yield the same dependence of the
constants. We continue to write

(Qurf)(t,2) = (WET)f)()

as in Section 8, even though 7" need not act on L?, and we note that up
to a norming factor of 2 the vertical square function V(Qy, r f) does not
change if instead we use first-order scaling (Qy r f)(t, ) = (V1) f)(z).

Theorem 9.18 (|64, Thm. 10.4.23|). Let p € (1,00) and let T be a sec-
torial operator in LP(R™; W), where W is a finite-dimensional Hilbert
space. Suppose that T has a bounded H*-calculus of angle w € (0, )
on R(T'). Let u € (0,mw)/2) and choose decay parameters o,7 > 0.
Then for all ¢ € WT(ST , ) and all f € R(T),

T—24

IV (Qy 2Nl S N llorull I,

where the implicit constant depends on T" through Mz, and Mg, for
some v € (w, ™ — 2u).
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Remark 9.19. The numbers My, and Mij’f’y correspond to resolvent
and functional calculus bounds, see (3.6) and (3.13). The theorem
remains true for all f € LP(R™ W) since we have ¢(t*T)f = 0 if
fe€N(T) and t > 0.

With this at hand, we obtain abstract square function bounds. We
largely follow the idea for second-order elliptic operators — div, dV, in
[13], see also [19,22], but with a more direct interpolation argument in
tent spaces.

Proposition 9.20. Let T be a sectorial operator that satisfies the stan-
dard assumptions (8.5). Let p € [2,00) and suppose that

1l = (1 fllp (f € H).

Let 6 € (0,1], fix an angle pu € (0,6—)/2) and let ¢ € W7 (ST ,,
o,7 > 0. Consider the square function bound

1Qurfllze S Iflq (f €LINLY),

with an implicit constant that depends on T only through (8.5) and
the comparison constant for the p-norms in the assumption. Then this
bound is valid provided that

) with

1 1 2]p 2
q>2 and —>——M—U.
q p p n

Proof. We organize the proof in five steps.

Step 1: H*-calculus for the LP-realization of T. It follows from Propo-
sition 8.10 and the assumption on p that

(9.37) (7Y fllp < rllool[ F 11

for all f € LPNR(T') and all admissible n € H*.

Let v € [0,75%) and ¢ € S;. For the special choice n(z) = (1+¢(%z)!
the operator n(T') acts as the identity on N(7'). Hence, the bound
above extends to all f € L NL?, that is to say, ((1 +CPT) ) ey is LF-
bounded. Hence, T" has an L”-realization described in Proposition B.1
and this is a sectorial operator in L” of the same angle w as T

Forn € U the bound (9.37) also remains true for general f € L” NL?
since n(T") vanishes on N(7'). We have n(T)f = n(1,)f since these
operators are given by the same Cauchy integral. Since L? NL? is dense
in L? it follows that 7, has a bounded H>-calculus of angle w on the
closure of its range.

The idea of proof is now to interpolate between two square function
bounds that we have seen before: Theorem 9.18 for 7}, and Lemma 9.7
for T
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Step 2: Definition of an interpolating family. For a € Ct == {z € C:
Rez > 0} we define

(9.38) Yo S0, = C,  Yal2) ::( - )aow(z).

1+z2
As #/(142) = (1+27")71 € S7_,, and Rear > 0, we obtain
Z oa—0o
9.39 su < p(m=2p)|Imal(| | Rea—c A 1 ’
(9.39) s (1+z> < (2] )

where the implicit constant is independent of a. Consequently, we have
wa € \Ilﬁea<s7t—2u) and
(9.40) L [/

Combining Lemma 9.17 and Theorem 9.18 leads to the following bound
for ¢ :== p and all f € LYNL*%:

Qo fllTe = |S(Qua.z, )4
SV (Quo., f)llg
S elm=2altmal iy | fllg-

The implicit constant is independent of 1) and «. By McIntosh’s the-
orem the same holds for ¢ = 2 and hence for all ¢ € [2, p] by interpo-
lation. If, however, Rea > s—7%—, then Lemma 9.7 provides the same

2[p72}9
bound for all q € [2,00), so that in total we obtain

(941)  [|1Qurfllve S T2 e (F € LINLY)
if (Re «, 1/4) belongs to the interior of the gray shaded region in Figure 9.

Step 3: Abstract Stein interpolation. For technical reasons it will be
more convenient to work with the ‘truncated’ operators

QY rf = e 1, (Qurf) (kEN),

where K, := (K71, k) x B(0, k) C RI™. For fixed 2 the map o — 1,(2)
is holomorphic in the half plane C*. Writing out the Cauchy integral
for 1, (t*T) and applying the dominated convergence theorem (justified
by (9.40)), we obtain that

Cr = LA(Ky), aw QY. f

is holomorphic, whenever f € L2 Moreover, thanks to the factor ¢*’
this mapping is qualitatively bounded on any strip {a € C : ¢ <
Rea < ¢} € C* with a bound depending on all parameters at stake.
By the choice of K}, the square function S(@q(pi), . f)(x) vanishes for
x € °B(0,2k). Hence we get for any p € (1,00) that

14+n

k 1 14n k
1QE), Fllve < 1B, 20) 2k F Q) 1 Iz,
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Q=

\
4

SR

5 - > Rea

2[p72]9

FIGURE 9. Visualization of the interpolation in Propo-
sition 9.20. For (Rea,!/q) in the interior of the grey
shaded region, Q, 7 is bounded L? — TY with a bound
Celr=2mIma " where O is independent of o. Stein inter-
polation in Step 3 provides boundedness LY — T? in the
interior of the red triangular region, the lower boundary

o 2
of which is given by % = 1—1) — %21%%_

which shows that the qualitative mapping properties remain valid if we
replace the target space L?(K}) by T?.

If in addition (Rea,1/q) belongs to the interior of the gray shaded
region in Figure 9 and f € LYNL?, then we obtain the quantitative
bound

k 2 2
1QEY, Fllvs < e [1Qur Fllrr S € 40l oy all 11,

where in the second step we have used (9.41) and the implicit constant
is independent of ¥, «a, k.

Now, let (Rea;,Yq;), 7 = 0,1, belong to the interior of the gray
shaded region in Figure 9. We intend to use to Proposition 4.11 for

T(z) = Qg?(zm, v(2) = (Rea)(1 — 2) + (Re o)z,

and the interpolation couples X; = L% and Y; := T%. The dense
subspace is Z = LN L% NL%. The qualitative bounds above yield (i)
and the continuity part of (ii) in Proposition 4.11. The quantitative
bounds determine the constants M; in (ii). Hence, we get for any
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(Re,1/q) on the segment connecting the (Rea;,1/q;) a bound

k
1QE, fllvo S [Wllowll flle  (f €LINL2),

where the implicit constant is independent of ¢) and k. Finally, we can
pass to the limit as k — oo via Fatou’s lemma to obtain the same type
of bound with Qy, rf on the left-hand side. We have now completed
Figure 9 by adding the triangular region.

Step 4: Conclusion. We specialize to a = o, so that ¢, = 1. The cor-
responding boundedness properties for Qy r are dictated by Figure 9.

If o <" then & >1_— [2J020 i peeded. If ¢ > =2, then every

2[p,2]o’ 9" p p n 2[p,2]p’
q € [2,00) is admissible and this coincides with the range obtained in
the first case. n

We single out the conclusion for the operator L and the most common
auxiliary functions 1. Note that we can allow any ¢ € ¥ when p > 2,
which is a significant improvement compared to what is predicted by
the abstract theory in Section 8.2.

Theorem 9.21. Let p_(L) < p < py(L) and let o,7 > 0. Let 1) be of
class W7 on any sector. Then

1Sy, fllp = llafllw (f € a™'(H NL?),
provided that

o 7> |/a—1/i2p)| and o >0 if p <2,
e7>0ando>0ifp>2.

Moreover, the upper square function bound ‘ <’ remains to hold for
pi(L) < p < w+(L)/(n—20p, (L)), where the upper exponent bound is in-
terpreted as oo if 20p4 (L) > n.

Proof of Theorem 9.21. 1f p < 2, then the assumption means that v is
an admissible auxiliary function for HY , see Section 8.2. Hence,

1Sy, fllp = Q. fllrr = [ fllmy = [laf]lue,

where the final step is due to Theorem 9.6.

If 2 < p < py(L), then our assumptions on ¢ are less restrictive than
the ones predicted by the abstract theory.

We begin with the upper bounds. By Theorem 9.6 we have HY =
L” N L? with equivalent p-norms. Hence, we can apply Proposition 9.20
for any p € (2,p4 (L)) and by assumption on ¢ we may do so for any
0 € (0,1). This leads to

1Ss.cflle Sl (f €LINLE)

for any ¢ > 2 that satisfies 1/g > /p, (1) —20/n, which is the range stated
in the theorem.
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For the lower bound we let f € LPNL? and take ¢ € ¥ as in
Remark 3.3 so that we have the reproducing formula

< 2y dt
r= [ eteneens S

Now, we refine the duality argument of Part 8 in the proof of Theo-
rem 9.6. We write again L* = a*Lf(a*)~!, with L* an operator in the
same class as L and p/ € (p_(L*) vV 1,2). For all g € L NL? we get

dt
t

& dxdt
:/ Qu.rf - a*Qyp r:(a*)"'g PR
0o Jrn

(f,g) = / TWEL) e (L)) )

where (-, -) denotes the L? inner product. Thus,

(. )| < NQufllrella*Qpe rs(a”) gl pwr
S SprfllpllSpr i (a”) gl
S [Sw.fllpllglly

where the first step is by the TP — T? duality and the third step uses
the upper square function bound with ¢* € U for Lf on L” . Since g €
1P N L2 was arbitrary, the lower bound ||Sy..f|l, = || f|l, follows. O

10. A DIGRESSION: H®-CALCULUS AND ANALYTICITY

In this short section we present two consequences of the identification
theorem for operator-adapted Hardy spaces that are of independent
interest. One concerns analyticity, the other one concerns the H™-
calculus for L.

Recall that the standard assumptions (8.5) that we use to build the
L-adapted spaces depend only on the configuration on L?: sectoriality,
H*>-calculus and off-diagonal estimates for the resolvents (1 + t*L)~*
with real t. By the sectorial version of Proposition 8.10 discussed in
Section 8.2, all L-adapted spaces inherit the H*-calculus with the same
angle as on L%

It follows from Theorem 9.6 that we obtain H>-calculi for L on
classical H? and H'%-spaces with the best possible angle. In the range
p € (1,00), such results on L? could in principle be obtained from
Blunck and Kunstmann’s theorem [30]. This is the road taken in |6,
Sec. 5| when a = 1. We are not aware of an analog of the Blunck—
Kunstmann result on Hardy—Sobolev spaces. In fact, we are not even
aware of any general results for p < 1 or ¢ < 1 or even of functional
calculus away from the Banach space range.

We summarize this discussion in the following result.
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Theorem 10.1. Let p_ (L) < p < pi(L) and (p_(L), V 1,) < q¢ <
q+(L). For every v € (w,7) the functional calculus bounds

lan(L)a™ fllue < [19llool f1lu
17(L)gllra S nllocllgllya
hold for allnp € H®(S}) and all f € HPNL%, g € HY N L2

The open p-interval in Theorem 10.1 is the largest possible one since
n(¢) = (1+t*¢)~! with real ¢ is admissible. An example that illustrates
the less familiar second inequality is ||V, (1 + t*L) 'g|lue < || Veg|lue,
which is of a different nature than the bounds defining N (L) and is
valid for ¢ in a bigger set.

This also leads us to analyticity, that is, resolvent bounds for param-
eters in a sector in the complex plane. According to Section 3.2, L is
sectorial in L? with angle wy, not exceeding 2wpp < 7. We obtain that
for X being any one of the spaces in the statement above and every
i € (wr, ) extensions by density with operator norm bounds

sup _|[[z(z — L) Yxox < oo
z€C\SY

This means that HP-boundedness of resolvents (1 + t>L)~! with real ¢
alone self-improves to the same properties for the resolvents (1+22L)~!
for z € S and p € (0, (—wr)/2).

A similar discussion applies to L? off-diagonal estimates for T'(z) =
(1+22L)7", z € S}, when (p_(L)V1) < p < py(L). For a small and p-
dependent angle they can be obtained from the Stein interpolation the-
orem for analytic families of operators, see Lemma 4.13. Having the L”-
boundedness and the L? off-diagonal estimates for the (p-independent)
optimal angle implies by complex interpolation applied to each single
operator T'(z) the L? off-diagonal estimates for T'(z), see Lemma 4.14.
If p (L) <1 (vesp. p_(LF) < 1), we shall see in Section 14 that we
may also include L' (resp. L) off-diagonal estimates here.

In the same manner, we could obtain self-improvements for other
families. Of particular interest is the analytic Poisson semigroup gen-
erated by —L'/2, which has angle 7/2 — /2, and when wy, < 7/2 — that
is, for instance when a = 1 — the analytic heat semigroup e=** with
angle 7/2 — wy,.

11. RIESZ TRANSFORM ESTIMATES: PART II

We come back to the Riesz transform interval
Z(L) = {p € (1,,00): Ry is a ' HP —Hp-bounded},

defined in (7.1), the endpoints of which we have denoted by r.(L). In
Section 7 we have characterized the endpoints of the part of Z(L) in
(1,00). The identification theorem for adapted Hardy spaces allows us
to complete the discussion through the following theorem.
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Theorem 11.1. It follows that

Z(L) = (p-(L), q+(L)).
Moreover, the following hold true:
(i) The map aL'? : HY"» " W% — HPNL? is well-defined and
bounded for the p-quasinorms if p_ (L), V 1, < p < py(L).
(i) An ezponent p € (1i,00) belongs to Z(L) if and only if the
map in (i) extends by density to an isomorphism H'"P — HP

whose inverse agrees with L~Y%a=" on HP NL2. In particular,
if p € Z(L), then

IRLf e = llafllw  (f € a” (HPOL?)).

The reader may wonder if the separate discussion in Section 7 could
have been avoided. The answer is that it can not, since Theorem 7.3
was used in proving Theorem 9.6.

Proof. The Hardy space theory yields for p_(L). V 1, < p < py(L)

continuous inclusions for the p-quasinorms,
H'Y NL% C H,”,

(11.1) | )

HY Ca " (H?NL?).

More precisely, by Theorem 9.6 the first inclusion is an equality up
to equivalent norms if p < ¢, (L) and the second one is an equality if
p > p_(L). The first inclusion for ¢, (L) < p < p4(L) is due to (9.34)
and the second inclusion for p_ (L), V 1, <p < p_(L) is due to (9.24).

Step 1: Proof of (i). As Figure 8 tells us that L/2 : Hy? "W — H” is
bounded for the p-quasinorms, we conclude from the inclusions above
that aL'/? : H"» N WH? — HPNL? is well-defined and bounded for
the respective p-quasinorms. The extension to H'? N W2 follows by
density.

Step 2: Bounds for Ry. Let p_(L) < p < q+(L). Then the inclusions
in (11.1) become equalities and Figure 8 tells us that
IVoL™ 2 fllse = llafllw  (f € HE NR(LY?)).

Since H? NR(L'/?) is dense in HY for the norm || - [z + |- [l2, we obtain
by approximation and the various quasinorm equivalences that

IRLf e = llafllwr  (f € a™ (H'NL?)).
In particular, Ry, is a~! H? — HP-bounded.

Step 3: Identification of the endpoints of Z(L). In view of Theorem 7.3
it remains to show p_(L) = r_(L) in the case that one of these expo-
nents is smaller than 1. In Step 2 we have already shown r_ (L) < p_(L)
without any such restrictions. The only task remaining is to prove that
r_(L) < o < 1 implies (o,1] C J(L).
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We may assume o < 2, since otherwise the claim already follows
from Proposition 6.7. Since r_(L) V1 < p* < 2, Theorem 7.3 yields
p_(L)V1 < ¢* <2 and hence (tLY/?(1+2L)™);50 is L¢ -bounded, see
Lemma 4.16.(i). Now, let f € HYNL?. Then f € R(aL'/?) thanks to
Lemma 7.7, so that we can estimate

I+ 22L) " a™ flle S EHILT2a ]l

~Y

StHUIVLL a7 f e
S e,

where we used the assumption r_(L) < p in the last line. This means
that the resolvents are a~* H% — L2 -bounded. According to Lemma 4.15
they satisfy L¢ off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large order and
for compactly supported f € L? with mean value zero we recall from
Corollary 5.4 that [, a(14+t*L)""(a™" f)dz = 0. With these properties
at hand, the required HP-boundedness of the resolvents for p € (p,1]
follows from Lemma 4.9.

Step 4: Proof of (ii). If aL'/? extends to an isomorphism with the
given property, then

IRl = L7 @f )ligo = lafller (f € a” (B AL2)

as required.

Conversely, suppose that p € Z(L). This means that R, = V,L™/?
is a=* H? — HP-bounded and hence L™2¢~! : HPNL? — H* N W2 is
well-defined and bounded for the p-quasinorms. According to Step 3
the exponent p must be contained in [p_(L), ¢+(L)] N (1., 00), which,
in view of Theorem 6.2, is a subset of the interval considered in (i).
Therefore aL'/? : HY? N W2 — HPNL? is also bounded for the p-
quasinorms and hence it extends to an isomorphism with the required
properties.

Step 5: Conclusion. We already know the endpoints of Z(L) and it
remains to show that this interval is open. The map in (i) is defined
and continuous for p in an open interval I that contains Z(L) and the
isomorphism property in (ii) characterizes Z(L) as a subset of /. Since
the scales of spaces (H'),e(1, o) and (HP),e(1, 00) interpolate by the
complex method, the openness of Z(L) is a consequence of Sneiberg’s
stability theorem [68, Thm. 8.1]. See also |68, Thm. 8.1] for the fact
that compatibility of the inverses is preserved. O

In Part 10 of the proof of Theorem 9.6 we have seen that ¢, (L) €
H!(L) is possible only if the Riesz transform is L4+ *)-bounded. Hence,
we can note:

Corollary 11.2. The interval H'(L) is open at the upper endpoint,
that 1s, q. (L) ¢ H'(L).



BLOCK SYSTEMS 123

The statement (ii) in Theorem 11.1 can be strengthened to a Riesz
transform characterization of abstract and concrete Hardy spaces. For
operators of type — div, dV, such results first appeared in [58, Sec. 5.
Interestingly, this observation allows us to strengthen the identification
theorem for HY itself in that H (L) is open and hence identification fails
at the endpoints.

Theorem 11.3. Let p € (p— (L), V 1.,q+(L)). Then
He ={feL?: R.f € H"}

with equivalent quasinorms || [lgr =~ | Rp - |[ne. In particular, it follows
that

H(L) = (p—(L), p+(L)).

Proof. Let p € (p_(L)« V 1i,q.(L)). We first prove the quasinorm
equivalence for f € HY. To this end, we argue as in Step 2 of the proof
of Theorem 11.1, except that in the given range of exponents only the
first inclusion in (11.1) is an equality but we cannot identify HY? unless

p > p_(L). This yields
IRLf Nl = ([ fllwz (f € HY)

and we can replace HY with a~!(H? N L?) if in addition p > p_(L).

Conversely, let f € L? satisfy R, f € HP. Arguing as in Step 1 of
the proof of Theorem 11.1, we find that LY/? : H'» 0 W'? — HP is
bounded for the p-quasinorms. The only difference is again that we
cannot identify HY . By assumption we have L=/2f € H'"* " W2, Let
(ur) € Z be a sequence with u, — L™Y2f in H** N W'? as k — oo
and set fi == LY?u;. Then (f;) is a Cauchy sequence in (the possibly
non-complete space) HY that converges to f in L?. Let H be defined
by the auxiliary function ¢. By L? convergence

[, weEnswia=jn [ e smed

= J B(x,t)

holds for all (¢,z) € R and Fatou’s lemma yields

dydt\*/?
P, < liminf t*L 2 d
It <tmint [ (f wennopis) e

— Iimi p
= liminf [ fi g -

The final expression is finite by the Cauchy property in HY, which
means that f € HY.

Concerning the final statement, we recall from Theorem 9.6 that
p+(L) are the endpoints of H(L). For the sake of a contradiction, sup-
pose p :=p_(L) € H(L). The first part yields |Rpf|lar =~ ||af]||ur for
all f € a~'(H? NL?), which contradicts Theorem 11.1. Likewise, sup-
pose py (L) € H(L). Since H(L) C (1., 00), we must have p, (L) < oo
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and therefore p_(Lf) = p, (L) > 1 by duality and similarity. Propo-
sition 8.9 implies with p = p_(L*) that H, =LPN L? with equivalent
p-norms, that is p € H(LF), which is impossible as we have already
seen. U

12. CRITICAL NUMBERS FOR POISSON AND HEAT SEMIGROUPS

For the applications to boundary value problems we are mainly inter-
ested in estimates for the Poisson semigroup (e_tLl/Q)bo. It would have
been equally natural to try building the theory in Section 6 from the
intervals

JYS(L) = {p € (1,,00) : (e _tLl/Q)DO is o' HP -bounded},
NPols _ {p € (1,,00) : (tvxe—tLl/Q)DO isa 'HP — HP -bounded}.

Note that both intervals contain p = 2. Indeed, 2 € JF°(L) fol-
lows from the functional calculus on L? and to prove 2 € NT°(L) we
additionally use ellipticity to obtain

16V e % £112 < Re(at®Le ™% £, £) < ||fI2

for all + > 0 and all f € L?. This gives rise to a definition of critical
‘Poisson’ numbers.

Definition 12.1. The lower and upper endpoints of J°*(L) are de-
noted by p™(L) and pL(L), respectively. Likewise, ¢;°(L) denote
the endpoints of NTS(L).

The reason why we use J (L) and N (L) is that Poisson semigroups
offer very limited off-diagonal decay (think of the Poisson kernel for the
Laplacian), whereas the resolvents offer exponential decay. One main
result in this section is that while the decay properties are strikingly
different, the associated critical numbers are the same.

Theorem 12.2. p°S(L) = py(L) and ¢7°%(L) = q+(L).

Aiming in a similar direction, we note that the unperturbed operator
Ly = —div, dV, is sectorial of angle w;, € (0,7/2) and hence it gener-
ates a holomorphic semigroup (e‘tZLO)bo on L2, called heat semigroup.
The associated intervals

T (Lo) = {p € (1,,00) : (e’tQLO)DO is H” -bounded},
NP (Lo) = {p € (1., 00) : (tVpe 1), is HP -bounded }

contain p = 2 by the same argument as for the Poisson semigroup and
their endpoint are the critical ‘heat’” numbers.

Definition 12.3. The lower and upper endpoints of J"¢(L) are de-
noted by p"*(Lg) and pt*(Ly), respectively. Likewise ¢}***(Lg) denote
the endpoints of N'heat(L,).
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We refer to [3] for a systematic treatise of critical heat numbers in the
range p € (1,00) and their relation to Riesz transforms, H*-calculus
and square function estimates.

The second main result in this section shows that critical numbers
and critical heat numbers are the same in the full interval of exponents.
Since also the critical numbers for Ly and L are the same (Theorem 6.9),
this provides a means of characterizing all intervals of exponents in the
monograph through properties of a heat semigroup, even though L
itself need not be a generator.

Theorem 12.4. pi**(Ly) = p+(Lo) and ¢4 (Lo) = ¢+ (Lo).

This second result tells us that the theory in [6] relying on the critical
heat numbers is in coherence with the one here when restricted to the
range p € (1, 00).

The proofs of both theorems follow the same pattern. If we assume
resolvent bounds, then semigroup bounds follow immediately from the
functional calculus bound in Theorem 10.1, whereas in the opposite
direction we can represent resolvents via Laplace transforms of the
semigroup. For the Poisson semigroup these formulee become more
technical since we want to estimate the resolvents of the square of the
semigroup generator L'/2. It is for this reason that we shall showcase
the strategy for the heat semigroup first although the Poisson semi-
group is of greater importance to us.

For both proofs we need part (i) of the following proposition. The
extensions in (ii) and (iii) will be needed much later in Section 20.

Proposition 12.5. Let p_(L) < p < q < py(L) and consider the
families (ae™ " a™V)ng and (e 10)y.
(i) If p < q < py(L), then they are H? — H-bounded.
(ii) If p_(L*) <1 and 0 < o < n(Y/p_(r#) — 1), then the first one is
HP —aA®-bounded and the second one is HP —A*-bounded
(iii) If p_(L*) < 1, then they are H? — L>®-bounded.

Proof. We prove the three statements in order.

Proof of (i). We recall from Theorem 6.9 that py (L) = py(Lo). Hence,
HP-boundedness follows directly from Theorem 10.1.

As we have p_(L) < 2, (Proposition 6.7), we can use a Sobolev
embedding followed by Theorem 11.1.(ii) and Theorem 10.1 with ex-
ponent p = 2, in order to obtain for all ¢ > 0 and all f € H* NL?
that

lae™" a7 fll2 S IVae™ ™ a™" f |l o-
(121> ~ ||aL1/Qe_tLl/2a,_1f||H2*

S e
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Hence, (ae~"*"*a=1),no is H* — L%-bounded. By the first part and
Lemma 4.4 we obtain for each p € (p_(L),2) an integer § such that
(ae~P"*a=1),. is H” — L?-bounded. Interpolation with the first part
yields H” — H?-boundedness for all exponents p_(L) < p < ¢ < 2.

Applying this result to L* and using L* = a*L*(a*)~! yields in par-
ticular LY — L” -boundedness for (e7/E)"*), o if (p_ (L) V1) < ¢ <
P < 2. Hence, L” — L boundedness of (ae~2""*a™1),5o follows for
2 < p < q < py(L) by duality and ellipticity of a*. In the remaining
case that p and ¢ are on opposite side of 2 we can use the semigroup
property and combine H? — L? and L? — L%-boundedness.

The proof for the heat semigroup is mutadis mutandis the same
since the second-order scaling guarantees that the third step in (12.1)
remains valid.

Proof of (ii). Let a = n(1/e — 1) with p_(L*) < o < 1. Part (i)
yields that (a*e )" (¢*)™1),50 is H2 — L”-bounded if p_(L) V 1 <
p < p+(L). By similarity and duality (e *2"*),oq is L” —A®-bounded.
This is the claim under the additional assumption p > 1. The full
result follows from (i) by the semigroup property.

The same argument applies to the heat semigroup.

Proof of (iii). By the semigroup property and (i) it suffices to treat the
case p > 1. The claim has nothing to do with semigroups and simply
follows from (i), (ii) and the following interpolation inequality. O

Lemma 12.6. Let 1 < p < oo and 0 < o < 1. If g € LPNA?, then
g € L™ and

< 2BO,DPglllgll=0, 0= —2 .
l9llee < 21B(0, D)"llgll,llgllia" A

Proof. For x,y € R™ we have
l9(@)] < g+ |z — y[*llgll s

We take the average in y over some ball B(x,r) and use Holder’s in-
equality to give

l9(@)| < (1B, D)|r™) gl +7llgll e

We conclude by picking r such that the terms on the right are equal. [J

12.1. Identification of the critical heat numbers. We turn to the
proof of the second principal results of this section.

Proof of Theorem 12.4. We break the argument into three steps.

Step 1: From the resolvent to the semigroup. Proposition 12.5.(i) im-
plies (p—(Lo), p+(Lo)) € T (Lo).
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Next, we let p € (¢-(Lo),q+(Lo)). Then p € (p-(Lo),p+(Lo)) by
Theorem 6.2. Combining Theorem 11.1.(ii) and Theorem 10.1, we get

_ 42 1/2 42
[V 2e C 0 fFllue = [[tLg 2 5 fllwr < || [lwr,

which proves p € NB(L;). We conclude that (q_(Lg),qs(Lo)) C
Nheat( LO)

Step 2: From J"*(Lg) to J(Lg). For every t > 0 the operator
T :=1+1tLg

is invertible and sectorial of angle wy, < 7/2. By the Calderén repro-
ducing formula we have for f € L? as an improper Riemann integral,

f= /OOOTeSdes.

Applying T—! on both sides gives the classical formula
(12.2) (1+t*Lo) ' f = / ete 0 f g
0

and the integral converges absolutely in L? since the heat semigroup is
uniformly bounded.

Let now r € J"(Ly) and take any p between 7 and 2. We shall
show that ((1 + t2Lg)™!)ss0 is HP-bounded, that is, p € J(Lg). Then,
together with Step 1, pia*(Lgy) = p4(Lg) follows.

Step 2a: The Lebesque case p > 1. Since the heat semigroup is LP-
bounded, the integral in (12.2) converges absolutely in L” for all ¢ > 0
and all f € L? NL? and we obtain

12+ ¢2Lo) " flly S N1l

as required.

Step 2b: The Hardy case p < 1. We appeal to Lemma 4.9 in order to
show that the resolvents are HP-bounded.

For f € L? with compact support and mean value zero we have
Jgn (14t2Lg) ! fdz = 0 by Corollary 5.4. For the other two assumptions
in Lemma 4.9 we use exponents ¢ € (r,p) and ¢ € (1,2) with 7/p—7/q <
1. In particular, g, q are interior points of J"(Lg).

From Step 2a we obtain q € (p_(Lg),2). Hence, ((1+ t*Lg)™ )0
satisfies LY off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large order by interpo-
lation with the L? off-diagonal decay.

It remains to show that ((1 + #2Lg)™!)s~0 is H? — Lé-bounded. The
following boundedness properties hold for the heat semigroup: first H"
and H? (by assumption), second L? —L? (by Proposition 12.5), third
H? —L? (by Lemma 4.4 and the semigroup law), fourth H? — L4 (by
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interpolation). This allows us to take L?norms in (12.4) and obtain
for all t > 0 and all f € H*NL?,

n

B < 1. n_n
0+ EL) S [ (62055 e ds
0

Stoe | fllse,

where the integral in s is finite by the choice of our exponents. This
completes Step 2b.

Step 3: From NP (Lg) to N'(Ly). Let r € NP (Ly) and take any
p between r and 2. We shall show that (tV,(1 + t?Ly)~ 1) is HP-
bounded, that is, p € N (Lg). Then, together with Step 1, ¢i°(Ly) =
q+(Ly) follows.

(12.3)

Step 3a: The Lebesgue case p > 1. We apply tV, on both sides of
(12.2) and take LP-norms in order to get

_ 1
19,1+ 2Lo) ]|, < / sEe |1l ds < 171,
0

as required for all t > 0 and all f € L NL2.

Step 3b: The Hardy case p < 1. By Theorem 6.2 the intervals J(Lo)
and N (Lg) have the same lower endpoint. Hence, it suffices to prove
p € J(Ly), that is, H”-boundedness of ((1 + t*Lg)™!)s~0. Once again
we appeal to Lemma 4.9. We fix any ¢ € (r,p) and let ¢ :== r* € (1, 2).
In particular, "/o — /¢ < 1 and g, q are interior points of N'1°at(Lg).

For f € L? with compact support and mean value zero we have
Jen (1 + t°Lo) "' fdz = 0 by Corollary 5.4. From Step 3a we obtain
that ¢ is an interior point of N'(Lyg), hence of J(Lg). By interpolation
with the L? off-diagonal decay we find that ((1 4 t2Lo)~");so satisfies
LY off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large order.

Finally, we obtain by a Sobolev embedding for all ¢ > 0 and all
feH NL2,

e fllua < Va0~ fllr < 67 e

which is H” — L%boundedness of the heat semigroup. Since ¢ is an inte-
rior point of J(Lg), we also have L%-boundedness of the heat semigroup
from Step 1 and hence we obtain H” — L%-boundedness by interpolation.
This being said, we can take again L?norms in (12.2) and conclude the
missing H” — L%boundedness of ((1 + t*Lg)™!)s>0 as in (12.3). O

12.2. Identification of the critical Poisson numbers. We present
the proof for the Poisson semigroup wis-a-vis and focus on where the
argument gets technically more involved.

Proof of Theorem 12.2. We break the argument again in three steps.
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Step 1: From the resolvent to the semigroup. We get (p_(L),p+(L)) C
JYos(L) and (q_(L),q (L)) C NF°S(L) by repeating the argument for
the heat semigroup mutadis mutandzis.

Step 2: From JY°S(L) to J(L). We shall always get from Poisson
semigroup bounds to resolvents of L'/? on the imaginary axis and then
to resolvents of L via the decomposition

(1+£20)" = (1 —LYH) T a +itLV*) ™1 (> 0).

As a substitute for (12.2) we need Laplace transform formulse on the
imaginary axis that we are going to derive next.

Let e € (0,(=—wr)/1) and ¢t > 0. Since L'/? is sectorial of angle «z/2,
the operator

T =73 pte*LV2 = —jels(1 + it LY/?)

is invertible and sectorial of angle 7/2—¢. By the Calderén reproducing
formula we have for f € L? as an improper Riemann integral,

f= /OOOTeSdes.

Applying T~ on both sides gives the formula
(12.4) (L+itLV?)7 f = —ie® / el oS L ¢ g
0

The latter integral converges absolutely in L? since by the functional
calculus on L? the Poisson semigroup is uniformly bounded on e*R*
and Re(ie'®) = —sin(e) < 0. A similar formula holds for (1 —itLY/2)~!f
upon replacing i by —i at each occurrence.

Let now r € JY5(L) and take any p between r and 2. We shall
show that ((1+t*>L)™1);s¢ is a~! HP-bounded, that is, p € J(L). Then,
together with Step 1, pt°(L) = p1 (L) follows.

Step 2a: The Lebesgue case p > 1. Interpolation (Lemma 4.13) of the
L"-bound for (0, 00) and the L*-bound on some sector provides us with
a smaller & > 0 such that e~*""* is LP-bounded for z € Sr. Hence, the
integral on the right-hand side in (12.4) converges absolutely in L? for
allt > 0 and all f € L? NL? and we obtain

1L+ 3 Z2) 7 f Ll S I f

The same argument applies to (1 — itL*2)~! and LP-boundedness of
(1 +t2L)~! follows by composition.

Step 2b: The Hardy case p < 1. As in the case of the heat semigroup
we appeal to Lemma 4.9 and use exponents ¢ € (r,p) and ¢ € (1,2)
with 7/ — n/q < 1. In particular, g, q are interior points of J°*(L).
The vanishing moments condition and the LY off-diagonal estimates
of arbitrarily large order for ((1 + ¢*L)™!);~¢ follow exactly as for the
heat semigroup and it remains to show a~!H? — L%boundedness. As
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. _ _+71/2
before, we arrive at a~! H? — Li%-boundedness for (e tLY/ )i=0 but we

need to extend the property to some small sector in order to use (12.4).

Again by Step 2a, we know that there exists a smaller € > 0 such
that the Poisson semigroup e=*L'"? is L9 bounded for 2 € S_;g Now, let
z € ST and decompose

z=t+2 with ¢t>0,2 €85, |z|~|[| ~t.

By composition, e—*L? = @A LV2e—tLY? iy =1 He _ [9%-bounded for
z € ST. Taking L%norms in (12.4), obtain for all ¢ > 0 and all f €
HeN1?,

1+t e ], S / &™) () £ e dis
0

S f e,

where the integral in s is finite by the choice of our exponents. Hence,
(1+itLY2) )50 is @t H? — L%-bounded. In Step 2a we have seen that
((1—itL'?)™1) s is L9-bounded. Thus, ((1+#2L) ") is e~ H? — LI-
bounded. This completes Step 2b.

Step 3: From NS to N'(L). We cannot work with the representa-
tion (12.4): once the gradient is inside the integral, we would have to
deal with a function that behaves like s~! in L?-norm near s = 0.

For e € (0,(m=w1)/a), t > 0, and T = —ie*(1 + itL'/?) as before, we
use instead the reproducing formula

f:/ sT? T fds
0

for f € L2, Applying T2 on both sides, we find the absolutely conver-
gent representation

(12.5) (1+ itLl/Q)_Qf _ _6215/ pisei® Se_SteiELl/Qde
0

with an additional factor of s. Again, an analogous representation is
available for (1 —itLY/2)=2f.

Let now 7 € NP°(L) and take any p between r and 2. We shall show
that (tV,(1 + t2L)™ ')~ is a~' H? — HP-bounded, that is, p € N(L).
Then, together with Step 1, ¢}°(L) = s (L) follows.

In constrast to the proof for the heat semigroup we also need to
distinguish the case p > 2 from the rest.

Step 3a: The case 1 < p < 2. We can further assume p < 2, (and hence
n > 3), since otherwise we can directly conclude by Proposition 6.7.

We claim that for every g € [p, 2] there exists a smaller ¢ > 0 such
that the following boundedness properties hold for all z € @:

(12.6) LI— LY for 2V, e *2""
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(12.7) LY— LY for e #'"”.

For (12.6) we use interpolation between the L"-result on (0, c0) and
the L2-result on some sector. As for (12.7), we use the assumption and
a Sobolev embedding to give

_71/2 _,11/2 _
le™* flloe < IVoe™ 7 flle S L2 7HIFIl

forall z € (0,00) and all f € L"NL2. This means L” — L™ -boundedness.
The same argument works for z in a sector if we replace the exponent
r by 2 and we can conclude by interpolation as before.

We use (12.6) for ¢ = p*. This choice is admissible since we assume
p < 2,. Applying tV, to (12.5) and taking L? -norms, we obtain for
allt > 0and all feLF NL?

R e A
0

Hence, (tV,(1 + itL'/?)72),50 is L -bounded. In the same manner,

(12.7) for ¢ = p implies that ((1 — itL'/?)72),5¢ is L” — L” -bounded.

By composition, (tV,(1 +t*L)~2);s0 is L? — L -bounded.

Since this works for all p € (r,2,), we get LP-boundedness of (tV,(1+
t2L)™%)4~0. Indeed, it suffices to interpolate with the L? off-diagonal
estimates and then use Lemma 4.7. But then we can apply Lemma 6.5
in order to get LP-boundedness of (tV,(1 + t>L)™1);s¢ as required.

Step 3b: The case 1, < p < 1. As in Step 3b for the heat semigroup
we see that it suffices to prove HP-boundedness of ((1 + ¢2L)7!)ss0.
As usual, we rely on Lemma 4.9. We fix any ¢ € (r,p) and let ¢ ==
r* € (1,2). In particular, /o — /¢ < 1 and p, ¢ are interior points of
NPOiS(Lo).

Repeating the argument from Step 3b for the heat semigroup mutadis
mutandis, we get the vanishing moments condition and the L7 off-

we get a~! H? — L%boundedness of the Poisson semigroup (e™*%"" ).
From Step 3a we know that ¢ is an interior point of A(L), hence

of J(L). Theorem 10.1 yields L%boundedness of (e_ZLl/Q)ZeSf+ for any

admissible € > 0. Consequently, we are back in the Situation of Step 2b
of the ongoing proof and obtain the missing a~! H? — L9-boundedness
of (14 t2L)™)=0.

Step 3c: The case 2 < p < oo. We claim that there exists a smaller
e > 0 and an exponent ¢ € (1,p] with 7/¢ — "/, < 1 such that the
following boundedness properties hold for z € S7:

(12.8) LP —L? for 2Ve *H"
(12.9) L= 1P for e *'"”.
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The first part follows by interpolation between the L™ and the L*-
result. For the second part we first note that 2* < p™(L) < pt°*(L) and
q™*(L) < q_(L) < 2, by Step 1 and Proposition 6.7. In dimensions
n < 2 we have 2 = oo, hence 2 < p < r < piS(L). We take
q = p and obtain the claim by interpolation between the L"-result
on (0,00) and the L-result on a sector. In dimension n > 3, we
have r, € (2.,7) € NP(L) and we obtain L™ — L"-boundedness on
(0,00) by the Sobolev embedding as in Step 3a. Now, (12.9) follows
by interpolation with the L%-boundedness on a sector for the choice
q = [2,7.]y given that p = [2,7]s. Note that 7/g —/p =0 < 1.

Equipped with (12.8) and (12.9), we can take LP-norms in (12.5)
after having applied the gradient as well as in the analogous formula
for (1 —itL'?)~'. We obtain LP-boundedness of (tV, (1 + itL'/?)72),50
and L? — LP-boundedness of ((1 — itLY?)72),5. In the second case
the restriction on ¢ guarantees again that the integral in s converges.
Hence, (tV,(1 + t*L)™?)~0 is L? — LP-bounded.

At this point we can repeat the argument in the last paragraph of
Step 3a to conclude LP-boundedness. O

12.3. More on off-diagonal decay for the Poisson semigroup.
We include an exemplary result to illustrate the poor off-diagonal de-
cay of the Poisson semigroup. In general, and in stark contrast to
the resolvents, there is not enough decay to bridge between L? — L%
estimates and L? — L%estimates via Lemma 4.7.

Proposition 12.7. If (p_(L) V1) < q < 2, then (tLY2e "),
satisfies L1 — L? off-diagonal estimates of order n/q — /2 4 1.

Proof. We pick p € (p_(L) V 1,q) and let § € (0,1) be such that

q = [p,2]p. For a parameter o > 1, to be chosen later on, we consider
the family

A Y A L A (P )}

From the left-hand side and Lemma 4.16.(i) we obtain L? off-diagonal
estimates of order «, whereas from the right-hand side and Propo-
sition 12.5 we obtain L” — L®:-boundedness. This implies L¢ — L? off-
diagonal estimates of order Ao, see Lemma 4.14.

Now, let E, F C R” be measurable, f € LYNL? and t > 0. We use
the Calderén reproducing formula

00
1 1/2d$
f:Ca/ Sa le sL
0

S

in order to give

1o (L2651, f

o pgal 1/2 ds
= ¢, T 1p((s+ )L Pe GOy 2
/0 (s +t)~ F(( ) ) 2 5
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Thus, setting v == n/q — n/2 > 0, we get
v
Ll e )1 f 5

[e%s) a—1 —fOa
Sl [ (1 221 S
o (s+t)ety s+t s

T /Ow(o'ail(u M)d_"

1+ o)ty 1+o o

We let X = dE.F)/;. Tt remains to show that we can choose a > 1 in
such a way that with an implicit constant independent of X,

©  garl X \ "do
— 1 — < (1+ X)L
/0 (14—0)‘1*7( Jr1+a) o SA+X)

In the case X < 1, we simply bound the left-hand side by

e8] a—1
0

1+o0)etr o ™

In the case X > 1, we split the integral into three pieces and obtain a
bound (up to a multiplicative constant depending on «,, f) by

[t [N (XY

0 o 1 oYY\ o o x 0% o
SX P XX ) X!
S@+X)7,

provided that we pick o > (+1)/s v/ 1. O

13. > BOUNDEDNESS OF THE HODGE PROJECTOR

Let p € (1,00). The well-known Leray—Helmholtz decomposition states
that every vector field f € LP(R™;C™) can be decomposed into a
divergence-free part and a gradient field. In order to set the stage
for studying operator-adapted counterparts, it will be convenient to
reproduce the simple proof.

Definition 13.1. For p € (1,00) let
N,(div,) = {g € LP(R";C"™) : div, g = 0},
R,(V.) == {V,h:hec WPR"C")}.

Lemma 13.2 (Leray-Helmholtz decomposition). Letp € (1,00). There
15 a topological decomposition

LP(R C™) = N,(div,) @ Ry (V)

and the projection onto R,(V,) is given by the LP-bounded Fourier mul-
tiplication operator —V,(—A;1) div,.
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Proof. The Fourier symbol £ — |£]726®¢& of =V, (—=A;1) div, is homo-
geneous of degree 0 and hence fits into the scope of the Mihlin multiplier
theorem. Hence, this operator is defined on Z’ and restricts to bounded
map on L? that we call P,. As P, is a projection on L?, it induces the
topological decomposition L” = R(1 — P,) & R(P,). By construction,
we have R(1 —P,) € N,(div,) and R(P,) C R,(V,). Equality in both
inclusions follows provided that N,(div,) N R,(V.) = {0}. But if f
belongs to this intersection, then f = V,h, where h € W satisfies
Azh =0in Z’. Therefore h = 0 in Z’, so h must be a polynomial and
hence a constant, which in turn means that f = 0. U

In view of the explicit formula for the projection in Lemma 13.2,
the Leray-Helmholtz decomposition is also called Hodge decomposition
associated with —A,. Following [6, Sec. 4.5], we look for similar de-
compositions adapted to divergence form operators — div, dV,. These
operators are defined in the sense of distributions modulo constants as
bounded operators

(181)  —div,dV,: W(R"C™) —» W r (R C)

for every p € (1,00). Their action is consistent for different values of p
and for p = 2 we find the operator A defined in (3.5). The adjoint to
(13.1) is given by

—div, d*V, : WH'(R™; C™) — W I (R™, C™).
When p = 2, it corresponds to the operator Lg = Lj in the same way
that — div, dV, corresponds to Lj.

The interval that we are mainly interested in this section concerns the
bounded extension to L? of the L2-bounded Hodge projector V A~ div,.
Definition 13.3. Introduce the interval

P(Lo) == {p e (1,00): V.A " div, is LP-bounded } .

A priori, there are two possibilities to incorporate the matrix d into
the Leray—Helmholtz decomposition:

(13.2) LP(R™;C") = N,(div,) & dR,(V.),
and
(13.3) LP(R™;C") = N,(div, d) ® R,(V.),

where closures are taken in L” and N,(div,d) = {f € LP(R™;C"™) :
div,(df) = 0}. We shall see that these topological decompositions
always hold when p = 2 and that this directly relates to (13.1) being an
isomorphism for p = 2. We say that such a topological decomposition
compatibly holds if in addition for every f € LP N L? the decomposition
in L” is the same as in L?.

Compatibility with the theory for p = 2 is a key issue here and we
take the occasion to clarify some points that had been left unclear in
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the literature. The central question is whether the set of p € (1, 00)
for which — div, dV, : W'? — W~ is an isomorphism is an open
interval. While openness turns out to be true in general, connectedness
requires more specific arguments.

As a cautionary tale, let us remark that in general the compatibility
of the inverse does not come for free and hence the property of being an
isomorphism does not interpolate. To give a simple example, consider
the dilation f +— (t — f(%)) on the real line. Its restriction T}, to L?(R)
is invertible and ||T}|,., = 2Y/P = 17,71, Hence, the spectrum
o(T,) is contained in the circle of radius 2/?. Now, pick A\ € o(T3).
Then A — T is invertible on L*(R) and L*(R) but not on L*(R) and
therefore the inverses cannot be compatible.

Concerning the isomorphism property for —div, dV,, the formula-
tion in [6, Cor. 4.24| is ambiguous. As far as Hodge decompositions
are concerned, a general statement in [48, Prop. 2.17] asserts (when re-
stricted to our setup) that the set of exponents for which they are valid
is an interval, but their proof offers no specific argument. In view of our
discussion below, connectedness should still be considered unproved at
this stage and compatible invertibility and compatible Hodge decompo-
sitions only hold in the connected component that contains p = 2. The
fact that this connected component enters the discussion has previously
been noticed in |21, Section 3.

13.1. Compatible adapted Hodge decompositions. The follow-
ing discussion extends and streamlines the presentation in |6, Sec. 4.5].

Lemma 13.4. Letp € (1,00). Thenp € P(Ly) if and only if A extends
by density from W N W2 to an isomorphism W' — WP whose
inverse agrees with A= on WP N W=Y2. In particular, P(Ly) is an
open set.

Proof. We need some preliminary observations on the Leray-Helmholtz
decompositions of L” and L? in Lemma 13.2. As they are being achieved
through projections that coincide on the dense subset L? N L%, we also
have a direct decomposition

(13.4) LPNL* = (N,(divy) N Na(div,)) @ (R,(V,) NR2(V.))

that is topological with respect to L? and L*norms. Moreover, the
subspaces on the right are dense in N,(div,) and R,(V,) for the LP-
norm, respectively. Now,

(13.5) V,: W N W' 5 R,(V,) NRy(V,)

is bijective and bounded from above and below for the respective p-
norms. The same is true for

(13.6) div, : Ry(V.) NRa(V,) = W7 W12,
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Indeed, the upper bound follows right away, injectivity is due to (13.4)
and surjectivity and the lower bound follow since V,A ! is an explicit
right inverse.

We turn to the actual proof. Since A : W N W2 — W= W12
is well-defined and bounded for the p-norms, it follows that it extends
to an isomorphism as claimed precisely if A= : W2 0 W12
WP N W2 is well-defined and bounded for the p-norms. Composition
with the maps in (13.5) and (13.6) yields equivalence to well-definedness
and boundedness in p-norm for

VA" div, : Ry(Va) N Ra(Va) = Ry(Va) N Ra(Va).

Due to (13.4) this is the same as saying p € P(Ly).

Finally, the set of exponents p € (1, 00) with the isomorphism prop-
erty for A with compatible inverse is open in (1, c0) thanks to éneiberg’s
stability theorem, using that the scales (Wl’p)pe(lm) and (Wfl’p)pe(lm)
interpolate by the complex method. See for instance [10,86] and also

[68, Thm. 8.1] for the compatibility. O

Lemma 13.5. If p € P(Ly), then the Hodge decompositions (13.2)
and (13.3) compatibly hold. The projections onto dR,(V,) and Ry(Vy)
are the extensions (by density) of —dV A1 div, and —V, A1 div,d,
respectively.

Proof. On L*(R"; C"™) we consider the bounded projection operators
Py = —dV, A" div,,
Py = —V, A" div, d.

They are LP-bounded since we assume p € P(Ly). We call P, and fﬁ’p
their extensions by density from L? NL? to bounded projections on L?,
which induce the topological decompositions

(13.7) L =R(1-P,) ®R(P,), LP=R(1-P,) &R(P,).

By construction, we have

R(Pp) € dRy(Va), R(P,) S Ry(Va)
and from div, P,f = div, f and divw(dﬁ’pf) = div,(df) for f € L NL?

we also conclude

R(1—P,) C N,(div,), R(1-P,)C N,(div, d).

[t remains to establish equality in all four inclusions and owing to (13.7)
we only have to show that N, (div,) Nd R,(V.) and N,(div, d)NR,(V.)
are trivial.

Let f € N,(div,) NdR,(V,). By density, we find h; € W'"* N W"?
such that dV,h; — f in L? as j — oo. Then div,(dV,h;) — 0 in
WP, whereupon Lemma 13.4 yields hj — 0 in WP, Consequently,
we have f = 0.
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Likewise, if f € N,(div, d) N R,(V,), then we pick h; € W 0 W2
with V,h; — fin L? as 7 — oo and conclude f = 0 as before. U
We shall see momentarily that p € P(Lg) also entails the following
property.
Definition 13.6. Let p € (1,00). Then d is said to satisfy p-lower
bounds if

ldflly Z 1 Fllo - (F € Rp(Va)).

While this is trivially fulfilled for a strictly elliptic matrix (and prob-
ably for that reason has not even been mentioned in [6,48]), in the
realm of elliptic systems it imposes a structural condition on d.

Lemma 13.7. If p € P(Ly), then d satisfies p-lower bounds.

Proof. By density it suffices to verify the p-lower bound for f = V., h
with h € W A W2, Then df € L NL? and

f = V.(—div,dV,) 'div, dV h = (VA ' div,)df.
The assumption p € P(Ly) implies || f, < ||df]|,- O
Altogether, we arrive at the following characterization.

Proposition 13.8. Let p € (1,00). The followings are equivalent:
() peP(l).
(ii) —div, dV, : W2 — W™ s an isomorphism whose inverse
agrees with A=' on WP QW2
(iii) d satisfies p-lower bounds and (13.2) compatibly holds.
(iv) d* satisfies p'-lower bounds and (13.3) compatibly holds.

Proof. We show the following implications.
(i) <= (ii). This is Lemma 13.4.

(1) = (@it), (iv). The compatible Hodge decompositions are due to
Lemma 13.5 and the p-lower bound for d is due to Lemma 13.7. More-
over, we have p’ € P(L{) by duality and Lemma 13.7 yields the p’-lower
bound for d*.

(13i) = (i). We have 2 € P(Lg) and according to Lemma 13.5 the de-
composition holds for p = 2 in virtue of the projection —dV,A~! div,.
The compatibility of the Hodge decomposition implies that this op-
erator is [”-bounded. Using the p-lower bounds, we obtain for all

felrnlL?
VoA dive fll, S 1dVeAT dive £l < 1 f 1l

(iv) = (7). As in the previous step, we get that —V,A " div,d is
LP-bounded. By duality, —d*V,(A*)~' div, is L” -bounded and the p'-
lower bound implies p’ € P(Lf). Again by duality, p € P(Ly) follows.

U
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13.2. Adapted Hodge decompositions. We drop the compatibil-
ity assumption and ask under which conditions the d-adapted Hodge
decompositions hold.

Proposition 13.9. Let p € (1,00). The followings are equivalent:

(1) —divy dV, : WY — W™LP 45 an isomorphism.
(i) d satisfies p-lower bounds and (13.2) holds.
(iii) d* satisfies p'-lower bounds and (13.3) holds.

Remark 13.10. As (i) is equivalent to the adjoint statement that
—div, d*V, : W' W7 s an isomorphism, we could add to the
list three more items.

Proof. We establish the following implications.

(i) = (i1), (it7). Set A, the operator in (i). The Hodge decomposition
follows by a werbatim repetition of the proof of Lemma 13.5. In fact,
it is even easier using the operator A L. WP — W provided by
assuming (i). We can directly define the bounded projections

P, = —dV,A, ' div,,
P, = —V, A" div, d.

on L” and use (i) in place of Lemma 13.4 in the proof. Likewise, for
the p-lower bound for d we can repeat the proof of Lemma 13.7 with
A, ' in place of A™! and working with f = V,h € W'?. By duality, (i)
also implies that A7 : W' — W~ is an isomorphism and hence the
p'-lower bound for d* follows as well.

(i1) = (7). The p-lower bound implies dR,(V,) = dR,(V,). Hence,
N,/ (div, d*) annihilates dR,(V,) in the L — L”-duality. In the same
duality, R,y (V) annihilates N,(div,). The Hodge decomposition (13.2)
implies N, (div, d*) N R, (V,) = {0}. As we have R, (V,) = {V.h :
h € W'}, injectivity of

(13.8) Ay = —div, d'V, : W — W

follows. From dR,(V,) = dR,(V,) and (13.2) we also obtain directly
the injectivity of

(13.9) A, = —div,dV, : WP — W12,

Hence, both maps have dense range and they become isomorphisms
once we have shown that the first map has closed range. To this end,

let ¥ € W' and F € LP. We decompose F = G + dV, f according to
(13.2) and obtain

[(Vah', F)

[(Vah', dV . f)]
(d*VI', Vo f)]
N H div, d*vxh/HW*lvP’ Hvaerp
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S [ dive d*vxh/HW*lvP’ Hdepr
< || div, d*V I |F,,

=17
where the third line is just the identification of W~ with the dual
space of WUP, the fourth is by the d-lower bounds on L? in (ii) and
the fifth uses that the splitting (13.2) is topological in (ii). Taking
the supremum over all F' yields |||\ S || dive dVoR ||y -1, which
implies closed range in (13.8).

(17i1) = (i). The argument is almost identical to the previous step.
This time we get d* R, (V,) = d*Ry(V,), which annihilates N, (div, d).
By (13.3) we find N, (div,) N d*Ry(V,) = {0} and therefore the map
in (13.8) is injective. Injectivity in (13.9) follows directly from (13.3).
In order to see that we have closed range in (13.8), we let A’ and F' as
before and decompose F' = G + V., f according to (13.3). Then

(d"V R, F)| = [(d"V Ve f)]
S [ divy d*vxh/||wfl47’||vmf||p
< H div, d*vxh,HW*LP’HFHpv

which yields [|d*V /|y S || div, d*V, R Using the p/-lower

bounds for d* leads to

”W—l,p’-

1Alkirar = IVl S "Vl [y S ([ dive d* Vel |1 O

A comparison between Proposition 13.9 and Proposition 13.8 shows
that compatibility in one of the Hodge decompositions directly relates
to compatibility of the inverse of — div, dV, on W™ with the inverse
found by the Lax—Milgram lemma on W52, To the best of our knowl-
edge, the question whether incompatibility of the inverses is possible for
the operators — div, dV, is still open. A more illuminating comparison
between the two results is as follows.

Lemma 13.11. Let P(Lg) C (1,00) be the set of exponents p such that

A, = —div, dV, : W' — WP is an isomorphism. Then P(Lo) is
open and P(Lg) is its connected component that contains 2.

Proof. All relies on the fact that (W'?),e(1.00) and (W),c (1 o) in-
terpolate by the complex method and have a universal approximation
techmque Snelberg s stability theorem yields that P(LO) is open. If
Do, P1 € P(LO) are such that the inverses agree with the one on W2,
then by interpolation of the mapping property for the inverses the same
is true for all p € (po,p1). Hence, the subset of exponents with this

property is the connected component that contains 2. In Lemma 13.4
we have identified it to P(Lg). O
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13.3. Characterizations of P(Lg). For equations (m = 1) it has
been asserted in |6, Cor. 4.24| that P(Lg) coincides with the interval

(g2 (Ly))', ¢h**(Ly)), albeit being implicit on questions of compatibil-

ity. Given Theorem 12.4, this is the same interval as ((¢4(Lg))’, ¢+ (Lo))-
We take the opportunity to give the full argument and make compati-
bilities explicit.

Theorem 13.12. P(Lg) = ((¢+(Lg))’, ¢+ (Lo))-

For the proof, we need a particular Sobolev-type inequality and a
factorization of A~! via Riesz transforms.

Lemma 13.13. If ¢ € P(Lo) N (1*,n), then
1A glly- < llglla. (9 € L& NW™H2)

Proof. We use that Z is dense in L% NW~2, see Section 2.5. Since
At W2 5 W2 is bounded, we may assume g € Z. Hence,
f = V.(A,) lg is defined in Z and we have g = div, f. From the
assumption and Sobolev embeddings, we get
”Ailg ¢ S ”va4 div, fllg

S S llg

SIVi(A) g

S llgllg.
where the final step is due to the Mihlin multiplier theorem. U

qx

Lemma 13.14. Let Ry, = V,Ly'"? and Rpz = V. (Lg)™2 be the
bounded Riesz transforms on L? associated with Lo and L, respectively.
Then

(13.10) —Riy(Rp:)* = VA div,
as bounded operators on L2.

Proof. The factorization formally follows but some (tedious) density
arguments are necessary to make this precise.

Let f € L® The decomposition (13.2) with p = 2 allows us to
write f = fo + dfi, where fy € N(div,) and f; € R(V,). As usual,
our notation indicates kernels and ranges of the operators in L? with
maximal domain. Since R(RLx) € R(V,) = N(div,)* by construction,
the left-hand side of (13.10) sends fy to 0. Obviously the same is
true for the right-hand side. As for the action on df;, we may assume
fi = Vyu for u € D(L). Indeed, the general case follows by density
since D(Ly) is dense in D(Lé/2) = W2, We obtain div,(df;) = —Au,
so that

VA div, (dfy) = —Vau.
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Moreover, for g € R(L{) we get

((Rrz)*(df1), g) = (dfs, Va(Ly)?g)
= (Lou, (Ly)~*g)
= (L"u, 9).

Since this holds for all ¢ in a dense subspace of L?, we first obtain
(Rrz)*(dfi) = L(l]/2u and then —Rp,(Rrs)*(df1) = —V,u. Altogether,
we have justified (13.10). O

Proof of Theorem 13.12. Recall that in the case of Ly the duality re-
lations (6.1) yield (1V p_(L§)) = p+(Lo) and (1V p_(Ly)) = p+(L§)-
The proof of the theorem is organized in 4 Steps.

Step 1: Sufficient condition for P(Ly). Let (¢+(Lg)) < p < q+(Lo).
We demonstrate that p € P(Ly).

Theorem 6.2 yields ¢ (Lo) < p+(Lo) and ¢4 (L) < po(Lg). Hence,
we obtain from (6.1) that p_(Lo) < p < ¢+(Lo) and p_(L§) < p' <
q+(Ly). Theorem 7.3 yields that Ry, is L”-bounded and that Rp; is
L”-bounded. By composition and duality Rp,(Rr;)* is LP-bounded
and the previous lemma yields the claim.

Step 2: Necessary condition for P(Lg) N (2,00). We let p € P(Lg) N
(2,00) and prove that p < ¢, (Lo).
To begin with, we claim that

(13.11) 2.,p) C T (Lo).

Thanks to Proposition 6.7 there is nothing to do if p < 2*. Hence, we
may assume p > 2* (and therefore n > 3 implicitly). We set py := p,
define iteratively pr = (pr_1)w = ((Pr_1)«)« and stop at the first
exponent k~ > 0 with p,- € [2,,2*). Again by Proposition 6.7 we
have [2.,pr-) € J(L). Now, suppose [2,,pr) € J (L) and pick any
0€ (pr V2% pr_1). Let f € L& NL? The function

g=AN1+Lo) ' f=Lo(1+t*Lo) ' f=t2(1 = (1+t*Lo) ") f

belongs to W12 since it is contained in the range of A and it belongs
to L% since we have g,. € (2.,pr) C J(Lo) by assumption. We also
have o. € (2,pAn) C P(Ly) N (1*,n), so we can apply Lemma 13.13
with ¢ = o, in order to obtain

11+ Lo) " fllo = A" gllo S llglle.. S 2Nl

This means that the resolvents of Ly are L%* —Le-bounded. Since
0 € (pr V2%, pr_1) was arbitrary, interpolation with the L? off-diagonal
estimates leads to L — L¢ off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large
order and Le-boundedness follows, see Lemma 4.14 and Lemma 4.7.
Hence, we have (pr V 2*,pr—1) € J(Lo) and since the latter is an
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interval, we also have [2,,pr_1) € J(Lo). Now, (13.11) follows by
backward induction.

So far, we know that 2 < p < p,(Ly) but as P(Lg) is open (see
Lemma 13.4) we have in fact 2 < p < p,(Lo). By (6.1) we get (p—(Lg)V
1) < p' < 2, so that Theorem 11.3 applied to L{ yields the two-sided
estimate

IRz gl = llglly (9 € 1Y),

where one (and hence both) sides can be infinite. On the other hand,
p € P(Lo) implies p’ € P(L§) by duality, that is to say,

Rp:(Rp,)" = =V, (A*) " div,

is L” -bounded. Here, we used Lemma 13.14 with the roles of Ly and
L{ reversed. Altogether, we find for all f € L” NL? that

I(RLo)" fllyr = N[ B (Reo)* fllr S 1w

This means that (Ry,)* is L”-bounded. By duality, Ry, is LP-bounded
and according to Theorem 7.3 this can only happen if p < ¢, (Lo).

Step 3: Necessary condition for P(Lg) N (1,2). Let p € P(Lo) N (1,2).
By duality we get p’ € P(L{) and Step 2 applied to Lj gives p/ <
q+(L§). Hence, we have (¢ (L)) < p.

Step 4: Conclusion. Steps 1-3 show that (g4 (Lf))" and ¢4 (L) are the
endpoints of P(Lg). The latter being an open set by Lemma 13.4, we
can conclude. O

14. CRITICAL NUMBERS AND KERNEL BOUNDS

In this section, we work out a precise relation between kernel bounds
and critical numbers p_(L) strictly below 1. Except for Section 14.5
this is an intermezzo not needed for the application to boundary value
problems. However, it nicely illustrates the usefulness of our choice
for the interval J (L) compared to [6] and connects with the theory of
Gaussian estimates in the first chapter of [24]. In particular, we obtain
resolvent kernels from those of high powers of the resolvent without
using heat semigroups (which exist only if wy, < 7/2).
It will be convenient to introduce the following notation.

Definition 14.1. Given 1, < p < 1land 0 <n < 1, write n, :="7/p —n
and conversely p, = niﬂ

14.1. Consequences of p_(L) < 1. The following result is the core
of this section.

Theorem 14.2. The following assertions are equivalent:

(i) There exists p € (14,1) such that (a(1 + t*L)ta™')sso is HP-
bounded.
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(ii) There existn € (0,1) and 5(n,n) > 1 such that for all integers
B> B(n,n) the family ((1 + t2L¥)78),so satisfies L? — L off-
diagonal estimates of exponential order and is L? —A"-bounded.

Moreover, p_(L) = pyrz), where n(L*) is the supremum of those n for
which the second property holds.

For the proof we need an auxiliary result.

Lemma 14.3. Let (T(t))>0 be a family of operators that satisfies L*
off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large (resp. exponential) order and
that is L* —A"-bounded for some n € (0,1). Then (T(t));>o satisfies
L2 — L™ off-diagonal estimates of arbitrarily large (resp. exponential)
order.

Proof. Lemma 12.6 yields L? — L™-boundedness. Hence, it suffices to
check the off-diagonal estimates when E, F' C R"™ are measurable sets
with d .= d(E, F) > t.

We let f € L? with support in £ and ||f|j; = 1, set G :== {x € R" :
d(z, F) < d/2}, and pick a Lipschitz function ¢ with 1z < ¢ < 14 and
IV@|leo < 4/d. Lemma 12.6 yields

ILET () flloo S 0T (@) fllalleT ) £,
where 6 € (0, 1) is such that (1 — 6)("/2+n) = 7/2. On the right, the

first term is bounded by ||[15T(#)f]|$ and as d(G, E) > d/2, this gives
the required off-diagonal decay. The second term is controlled by

1-6 N —m,—ny\1—-0
(lellslT @) fll 40 + Nl an 1T @) flloo)” S (772 +d7"2)
<2

using the L? —A"-bound, the L? — L®-bound and d > ¢. O

Proof of Thm 14.2. Let us recall from Corollary 3.12 that the resol-
vents of L (and hence of L*) satisfy L? off-diagonal estimates of expo-
nential order.

(i) = (ii). The family (a(1 + t>L)"ta™")ss is also H? — L2-bounded
for some o < 2 depending on the dimension n, see Lemmata 6.3 and 6.4.
Thus, Lemma 4.4 implies that for any p < ¢ < 1 there exists 5(n, q)
such that for all 3 > B(n, ¢) the family (a(1+#2L)Pa");so is H? — L2-
bounded. By duality (Lemma 4.3) and the fact that L* = (a*)"'L*a*,
it follows that ((1 4 t2L%)~%),5q is L? —A"-bounded with n = 7, It
remains to apply Lemma 14.3.

(i) = (i). Let p == p,. By duality, (a(1 + t2L)Pa~1);sq is H? — L*-
bounded. This family satisfies L? off-diagonal estimates of exponential
order and [;, a(l + t*L)?(a~'f)dz = 0 holds for all f € L* with
compact support and mean value 0, see Corollary 5.4. Lemma 4.9
yields H%-boundedness for any p < ¢ < 1, hence for any p < ¢ < 2 by
interpolation with the L*-boundedness.
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Let p < ¢ < 1. By interpolation with the original H”? — L2-boundedness
we obtain H? — L"-boundedness for some r > 1 with 0 < 7/q —/r < 1.
Now we apply the formula

(14.1) (1+EL) Y a'f)=(B-1) /000(1 +u + t2ul) P(a” f) du,

which follows for f € HYNL? by applying (1 + t>L)~" to both sides of
(6.2) and conclude

n

1+u\2 2
e

-+l 5 [T (

ST fllne,

where 0 < n/q — n/r < 1 has guaranteed that the integral in u is finite.
This proves that (a(1+ t>L)"ta™ ') is H? — L"-bounded.

In the same manner we can start with L"-boundedness for the higher-
order resolvents when 1 < r < 2 and obtain first L"-boundedness of
(a(1+t>L)"'a 1)~ and then L" off-diagonal estimates of exponential
order by interpolation with the L%-result.

Now, we apply again Lemma 4.9 to conclude H?-boundedness of
(a(1+t*L)"'a™')4~0 whenever p < g < 1.

Re-examination of the proof shows that the stated relation holds for

p-(L). O

The following corollary is interesting because L' and L> are not part
of our J(L)-theory.

Corollary 14.4. If p_(L) < 1, then ((1 +t>L)™');s0 satisfies L' off-
diagonal estimates of exponential order and ((1 + t?L)™1)~q satisfies
L™ off-diagonal estimates of exponential order. In particular, these
families are L'-bounded and L>®-bounded, respectively.

Proof. Tt directly follows from Theorem 14.2 and Remark 4.8 that for
B > 2 large enough ((1+4t2L%)7%),5 satisfies L™ off-diagonal estimates
of exponential order. Hence, ((1 + t2L)™#),s¢ satisfies L' off-diagonal
estimates of exponential order.

By the formula (14.1) applied to f € L'NL? and using that a is
bounded and invertible in L, we see that (1 + ¢*L)~! has the desired
property. Indeed, if f has support in F and F' is another measurable
set, then with the change of variable v = (1£%)!/2 in the integral we
obtain

1A+20) " f oy

<00 [Coea (i)
=2(6-1) /100@2 —1)f 228

du
LY (F)

(0 552) s

dv
L1 (F)
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o
[ et =
1

_AEF)
Se Il
where we used $ > 2 in the third step.
Finally, the claim for ((1 + t>L*)7!);s¢ follows by duality and simi-
larity. O

14.2. Equivalence with kernel estimates. Going one step further,
we shall now incorporate pointwise kernel estimates into the machinery.
The convention on the variables for integral kernels is that we always
look for representations in the form

(Tf)x)= [ K(z,y)f(y)dy.

R?’L
We rely on the following lemma.

Lemma 14.5. Let (T(t))0 be a family of bounded operators on L*
and denote by K(x,y) their distribution kernels. For every n € (0,1)
the following assertions are equivalent:
(i) (T(t))sso satisfies L> — L™ off-diagonal estimates of exponen-
tial order and is L? —A"-bounded.
(ii) Foreacht >0, Ki(x,y) agrees with a measurable function and
there are constants C,c > 0 that do not depend on t such that
for all x,h € R™ and all measurable sets F,

d(z,E)

(14.2) / |K(z,y)*dy < Ct e ¢
E

(14.3) |Ki(x + h,y) — Ky(z,y)|* dy < C|h[*1t "2,
Rn
Proof. The implication (ii) = (i) is a direct consequence of the Cauchy—
Schwarz inequality.
Next, assume that (i) holds. Fix ¢ > 0. As pointed out in [4,
Thm. 1.3], any linear operator T(¢) that is bounded from L? to L™ has
an integral representation

TWf(@)= | Kle.y)fwdy (fel’ ae zeR)
with a measurable kernel that belongs to L>(L?) with norm equal to
the operator norm. Hence, K;(z,y) can indeed be identified to a mea-
surable function that satisfies (14.2). For h € R™ let 73, be the trans-
lation operator f — f(- + h). Since T'(t)f is also Holder continuous
of exponent 7, the family ((*/|n)"(1 — 7,)T(t))s>0 is L? — L™°-bounded,
uniformly in A, and we may apply the above result again to obtain
(14.3). O
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We introduce two auxiliary functions that naturally appear in kernel
estimates for the resolvents.

Definition 14.6. Define functions wy,,w,, : (0,00) — (0,00) by

1 ifn=1,2

1 ifn=1
wWp(s) =< |Ins|+1 ifn=2 and w,(s):= {52" itn >3

s2n ifn>3

Combining Theorem 14.2 with Lemma 14.5 allows us to characterize
the property p_(L) < 1 through L? kernel bounds of a large power of
the resolvent. What is missing to get to pointwise kernel bounds is
dual information on L.

Theorem 14.7. The following assertions are equivalent:
(i) There exists p € (14,1) such that (a(1 + t*L) 'a™1)so and
(a*(1 +2LF)"L(a*)™)ss0 are HP-bounded.
(ii) There exists n € (0,1) such that for all t > 0 the operator

(14 t*L)"'a™! is given by a measurable kernel Gy(z,y) that
satisfies, for some constants C,c > 0, the following bounds:

lz—yl

(14.4) |G(z,y)] < Ct"wn<|x ; y|)ec T,

n |x — y| 670@7
t
n |x — y| 670@7
t
provided that 2|h| < |z — y|.
Moreover, if either condition holds, then
p—(L) = pysy & p-(L) = pyay,

where n(L*) and n(L) are the suprema of those n for which (14.5) and
(14.6) hold, respectively.

|Gt(l‘7 Yy + h)_Gt(xa y)|

(14.5) EZC“H<\xV?yI)n

&2

|G1t(35Jr h, ?/)—Gt(%?/”

(14.6) EZC“H<\xV?yI)n

&2

Proof. We argue in three steps.

Step 1: (i) = (i7). We apply Theorem 14.2 and Lemma 14.5 to both
L and L*. Hence, there is an even integer 3 such that (1 + t2L)=#/2
and (1 + t2L¥)~/2¢=1 are given by measurable kernels K*)(z,y) and
Kt(m)(:c,y), respectively, and both kernels satisfy (14.2) and (14.3).
By duality and composition, we see that (1 +t2L)"?a~! is an integral
operator given by the kernel

Glry) = | KP(2,2)K")(y,2) de.
Rn
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We claim that there are constants C,c € (0,00), n € (0,1) such that
for all x,y, h,

—y|

(14.7) GE (2, y)| < Ct e,
Ihl)

Indeed, (14.8) and (14.9) follow directly from (14.2), (14.3) and the
Cauchy—-Schwarz inequality. The same argument ylelds the first esti-
mate if we split integration in z into the parts where |z — z| > lz=vl/2
and |y — z| > l#=vl/2 beforehand. Note that n in (14.8) and (14.9) can
be any exponent such that p, > p_(L) and p, > p_(L*), respectively.

Taking logarithmic convex combinations of (14.7) with (14.8) and
(14.9), we obtain in the same ranges of n but with different constants
C,c > 0 the following Holder estimates with exponential decay when
20| < Jo — gl

(14.8) GP(z,y + h) — Gz, y)| < Ot (

\v*\

(14.9) IGP(x+ h,y) — Gz, y)| < Ct ™™ <

K —y
1110) (6l ) - G < co () e
(14.11) |Gf(l‘+h,y) Gﬁ(l‘ y)| < Ct™ <|?|) clz=yl

From there, it suffices to use again the formula (14.1) for all f €
L'NL? and (14.7) to see that (14 t2L)"'a~! is given by a kernel with
bound

|Gt(xay)| < Ct_n/ (1 +u)—ﬁ(1 + %)%e—c‘z;y‘(l—i—i)l/? du
0

= QCtn/ V" — 1)6*2870%% dv
1

—yl

o ‘I
< QCt”/ V" e Vd,
1

where we used the change of variable v = (14 1)/2 and 8 > 2. The

latter integral is controlled by w, (l#=vl/t)e=¢""*/** and (14.4) follows.
Next, we use the same strategy starting from (14.11). In that case,
we assume 2|h| < |z — y| and we obtain

|Gi(z + h,y) — Gy, y)| < 2C|R|"E"" / B
1

and conclude readily for (14.6). The argument to obtain (14.5) from
(14.10) is the same.

Step 2: (ii) = (). For the converse, let n be given in the estimates
and let 1 > p > p,. It is enough to show that (a(1 4 t*L)ta™1);0 is
HP-bounded. The argument for the adjoint is the same.
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To this end, it suffices to establish for some C\,c > 0 the molecular
bounds

(14.12) fa(l + L) a " mlle,my < Cr(B)E 5279 (5> 1),

whenever ¢ > 0 and m is an L*-atom for H? associated with a ball B.

Indeed, since a(1 + t?L)~*a~'m has integral zero by Corollary 5.4, we

can first use Lemma 4.10 to get a uniform H”-bound and then conclude

by the (L*-convergent) atomic decomposition for functions in H? N L2,
For 7 = 1 we have as required

la(1 + L)~ a™ mllzc, 5y < Climllz < Cr(B)E75.

For 7 > 2 we use the mean value property of m to write
a1+ 1) 0 m(a) = [ a@)(Gala,) = Gule.ym)m(s) dy
with yp the center of B and obtain for x € C;(B) that
(1 +¢2Lo)"'a™ m(z)| < CtT2790, (%)e—i [[mly

< CC' (27 (B)) "2 (B)" ¥,

where C" := sup,. , "W, (s)e” . Integrating the square of this inequal-
ity on C}(B) and sorting powers of 2/ and 7(B) gives us (14.12) with
e ="/p—n—mn. Now e > 0 is equivalent to p > p,, which we have
assumed.

Step 3: The formule for the critical numbers. In Step 1 we have
obtained (14.5) if p, > p_(L), whereas in Step 2 we have obtained HP-
boundedness if p > p,+). Thus, we have p_(L) = p,(.:). We have also
seen the same conclusions with the roles of L and Lf interchanged. O

Remark 14.8. In dimension n = 1 it is shown in [23| that the first-
order derivatives of G¢(z,y) in x and y exist and have an exponentially
decaying pointwise bound in |z —y|. In particular, n(L) = 1 is attained.

Remark 14.9. Under one of the conditions of Theorem 14.7 one can
also obtain pointwise and Holder bounds for the kernel G(x,y) of
L~'a™ when n > 2. Since L™'a™! = Lj*', this kernel G is just the
Green kernel of Ly and does not depend on a. To see the estimates,
it suffices to replace the formula (14.1) by the Calderén reproducing
formula Ly' f = (8—1) [;°(1 4+ uLo) ™" f du that is valid for f € R(Ly)
and to plug in the estimates (14.7), (14.10) and (14.11). This does not
work for n = 1.

14.3. Dirichlet property, stability and examples. Having made
the link between critical numbers strictly below one and kernel esti-
mates for the resolvent, opens the door to further characterizations
of either property in terms of regularity theory for the corresponding
elliptic system in R".
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We shall use the notion of weak solutions and Caccioppoli’s inequal-
ity. A reader who is not familiar with these tools will find all necessary
background material (written for systems in R'*™") in Section 16 below.
The Dirichlet property for Ly = —div, dV, is the following quantita-
tive regularity property.

Definition 14.10. The operator L satisfies the Dirichlet property if
there are p € (0,1) and Cy € (0,00) such that for all R > 0 and
all zp € R” it follows that any weak solution v € W?(B(zg, R)) to
div, dV,u = 0 in B(xzg, R) satisfies

n—2+42
(14.13) / |Vol>dz < Cy <£> u/ |Vo|? du,
B(zo,p) R B(zo,R)

when 0 < p < R. The supremum of those p for which this property
holds is denoted by pu(Lyg).

Remark 14.11. The Dirichlet property has been discussed in detail in
[24, Sec. 1] for elliptic equations (m = 1). Amongst others, it was shown
that it is stable under small L°°-perturbations of the coefficients d and
that it holds when n = 1 with u(Lg) = 1, when n = 2 with u(Lg) > 0
and when n > 3 for real-valued d with u(Lg) > 0 or with u(Ly) =1
when d has small enough BMO-norm. The latter example includes in
particular the case of constant coefficients. More exotic examples are
given by coefficients d that depend only on one coordinate. In this case
w(Lo) = 1, see [24, App. B|. For systems (m > 2) all examples but the
case of real-valued coefficients can be adapted.

Let us prove that hat critical numbers below 1 are also characterized
through the Dirichlet property for the adjoint.

Theorem 14.12. p_(Ly) < 1 if and only if L satisfies the Dirichlet
property. Moreover, p_(Ly) = Pu(Ls)-

By Theorem 14.12 the critical numbers for L and Ly are the same.
Hence, we immediately obtain

Corollary 14.13. The condition p_(L) < 1 is satisfied exactly when
L{ has the Dirichlet property.

Proof of Theorem 14.12. By Theorem 14.2 we can replace the assertion
p—(Lp) < 1 by the existence of 0 < < 1 and (n,n) > 1 such that for
all integers 8 > B(n,n) the family ((142L%)#);s0 is L2 —A"-bounded
and satisfies L — L™ off-diagonal estimates of exponential order.

We shall prove that under this assumption the Dirichlet property for
Lj holds for any p € (0,m) and that conversely the Dirichlet property
for L§ with exponent p implies the above for any 1 € (0, ). Once this
is done, also p_(Lo) = py(ry) follows from Theorem 14.2.

Step 1: From p_(L) < 1 to property (H). Let 0 < p < n. We prove
that L has the property (H) with exponent p: There is a constant
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C depending on Lj such that for any ball B of radius R > 0 and any
u € WH¥(B) with div, d*V,u = 0 on B in the weak sense it follows
that

_ 1/2
sup |u| + R*  sup Ju(z) = uly)] < C<][ \u\de> :
iB (m,y)eiB,m;éy |l‘ - y|ﬂ B

The proof is a modification of an argument in [24, Sec. 1.4.2].

Let « € W ?(B) be a weak solution to div, d*V,u = 0 in B. Let
X € C3°(R™) be supported in 3B with x = 1 on £B and | Vy||o < ¢R™!
for a dimensional constant c¢. Let v = uwy. Since v = u on gB , it suffices
to show that for any ¢ € C{°(1B) and any h € 1B we have

(14.14) ‘ / o(z) dz

and

(14.15) ’ /n(v(x +h) —v(z))p(z) dz

< CR™ %ol llullizcs)

< CIhF R 2 |l lull2s)

We abbreviate inner products in L*(R") by (v,¢) = [p. vpdz and
set T(t) = (14 t*Lo)~". Since T(t)%p € W'*(R") and v € WH(R"),
we can write

R d
(v, ) = (ux, T(R) ) — ux, —=T(t)°¢ ) dt
(14.16) / (o )

= (ux, T —2p / ), dV.T (1)) tdt.

By duality the family (7'(t)?),s¢ satisfies L' — L? off-diagonal estimates
of exponential order. In particular, it is L' — L*-bounded and we obtain

(14.17)  [ux, T(R)’9)| < lux(2IT(R)* ¢l S llullizs B2 [l

Next, we rewrite the inner product inside the integral in (14.16) as

(d*Vou, Vo (XT (1))
+(d*(Vaox ®@ u), VT (1))
- <d*vxua VJ:X & T(t)ﬁ-i_l(p)
— T4 10 — 111,

where V,x ® u is short for the vector in (C™)" that comes from the
product rule when calculating V. (xu).

The term I vanishes thanks to the equation for w.

For the term II we note that (¢tV,T'(t)?*!),so satisfies L' — L? off-
diagonal estimates of exponential order by composing the L'— L%~
estimates for (T'(t)%);>o and the L*-estimates for (tV,7T'(t));>o from
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Corollary 3.12. As the supports of ¢ and V,x have distance at least
gR, we obtain for some o > 0 that

FIT] S R 36 lulliaqpllelh
Similarly, we get
TIT] S RVl o mt'~2e™ " [l
and hence by the Caccioppoli inequality
EIIT] S R7H 5™ Jullz el
Going back to (14.16), we obtain by integration that

R
/ (dVa(ux), Vo T(t) o) tdt| S B2 ullzgsllells
0

as desired. Together with (14.17) this proves (14.14).

The integral in (14.15) can be interpreted as (v, ¢y), where @), =
(1 —7_p)p and 7, is the translation operator f +— f(- + h) as before.
We replace T'(t)%¢ by T(t)?p, and run the same argument since we
still have the necessary bounds, namely:

e By duality ((#/1n)*T(t)?(1 — 7_1))s>0 is L' — L*-bounded, uni-
formly in h.

e When |h| < /2 and S(t) is one of T'(t)?*! or tV,T(t)?*1, then
(/in])*S(t)(1 — 7_4) is bounded from L'(1B) into L*(3B\ LB)
with norm controlled by t—"/2e=¢F/t,

This completes the proof of property (H).

Step 2: From property (H) to the Dirichlet property. Condition (H)
for L implies the Dirichlet property for L§ with the same p. This
argument is done in |24, p.45].

Step 3: From the Dirichlet property to resolvent kernel bounds. As-
suming the Dirichlet property for L§ with exponent p, it suffices to
follow line by line the argument in [24, Sec. 1.4.3| up until the interme-
diate result of formula (38) which, in particular, states that for large
enough integer ko the family ((1 + t2LE)7%0),5¢ is L? —A"-bounded for
any 1 < u. Then we conclude using Lemma 14.3. U

14.4. Remarks on multiplicative perturbations. It is instructive
to put our results in perspective with Theorem 6.9, which states that
the numbers p_(L) are a-independent, that is p_(L) = p_(Lg) if we
write L as a multiplicative perturbation L = a~'Ly. There is no other
conditions on a than the standing ellipticity condition from Section 3.1.
This implies that the set of estimates on the kernel for (1 + ¢*Lg)~*
in Theorem 14.7 is equivalent to the similar ones for the kernel of
(1+t*L) ta™t
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Prior to that there were works on multiplicative perturbations in-
volving semigroups. Duong and Ouhabaz [41, 80| proved that semi-
group kernel estimates for e~**0 imply semigroup kernel estimates for
e~ Log=1if d is a n X n matrix with real valued coefficients (so m = 1)
under the additional assumption that d is symmetric or, more generally,
that the sectoriality angle of a=!Lg does not exceed 7/2. This condition
is of course necessary to define a holomorphic semigroup and allows
one to use contour integrals.

Before that, work of McIntosh-Nahmod dealt with the specific case
of L =—a"'A,, see [78]. Tt was shown in [20] that the only restriction
to transfer a set of estimates called condition (G) on the semigroup
kernel of =70 to the corresponding ones for e *“a~! is the sectoriality
of L.

The conclusion is that if estimates on the resolvent kernels or their
high powers suffice for an application, then the existence of the semi-
group generated by —L can be removed. Besides, the arguments are
somewhat less involved than those passing through semigroups.

14.5. Kernel estimates for L = —a='A,. We close this section
with kernel estimates in the special case of L = —a 'A, that are
used later in this monograph. Some of them are due to [78]. Interest-
ingly, we use a much simpler method than the original proof and we
obtain further estimates, notably those on mixed second-order deriva-
tives. Corollary 6.10 yields p_(L) = 1, and so we could try to apply
the previous theory. However, we wish to give a complete argument
with the minimal tools.

Proposition 14.14. For all integers > n/2 + 2 the following prop-
erties hold for the kernel H' (x,y) of the higher-order resolvents (1 —
t2a"1A,) Pat.
(i) There are C,c > 0, depending on ellipticity, dimensions and
B, such that one has for for allt > 0 and x,y € R,

Y (2, 9)| + [0V HY (2,y)] + |6V, HY (2, )]
|12V, YV, HY (z,y)| < Ot e~
(ii) For alln € (0,1), the kernels
IVLH (2,y), Y, H (v,y), V.V, H (2,y)

are Hélder continuous in both variables with exponent n and
norms in this space of the order of t—"=". In particular, Htﬁ €
CH(R™ x R™), the space of C*-functions having Hélder contin-
uous first order derivatives of exponent 1.

Proof. We set L .= —a™'A, and Ly := —A, is acting componentwise
on C™-valued functions. It suffices to prove the properties of Hf for
t = 1 with implicit constants that depend on dimensions and ellipticity.
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Indeed, a change of variables yields that H/(z,y) = t~"H? (/s v/t),
where Hlﬁ corresponds to the coefficients a,(z) := a(tz), which has the
same ellipticity constant as a. We split the proof into four steps.

Step 1: Pointwise estimates for H?. Let s > 0. When m = 1, (1 —
sA,)~ ! is given by convolution with a classical Bessel potential, that is,
a positive function with integral 1 that is in L” whenever 1/r > 1 — 2/n,
see for instance [88, Sec.V.3]. When m > 2, (1 + sLg)~! is given by
componentwise convolution with the same potential.

By positivity, we get for f € L? and s > 0 the pointwise bound

(14.18) [(1+sLo) ™' f] < (1= sA,) 7]

where | - | is the C™-norm and the resolvent on the right-hand side is
scalar-valued. In particular, (1 + sLo)~! is a contraction on L,
We can write

(14.19) a=T1(1-0b)

for some 7 > 0 and b € L>(R"; £L(C™)) with [|b]| < 1. We shall give
the well-known argument in the final step of the proof.
Using the above decomposition of a, we find

(a+Lo) = 21— (L+ LLo) ") (1 + 1Ly) "

as operators on L?, and the first term on the right can be computed
by a Neumann series. Expanding this series explicitly and applying
(14.18) inductively with s =1/, we have

oo

(a+Lo) ' f1 < 2> (1= 2A8,)7MIblloo) (1 = 2A,) 7|1,

k=0
so that summing backward, we obtain the pointwise bound

(a+ L)™' f < (@ = Ay)'|fl,  where o= 7(1— [|b]|).
Applying this estimate to af in place of f, we get
(14.20) [(L+ L) f] < lalloo(e = Ag) | f]

and obtain extensions by density with (possibly infinite) operator-norm
bounds

(14.21) 11+ L)l < llallll(a = Ag) ™ o,

whenever 1 < p < g < 0o. By Young’s inequality for convolutions, the
latter controlled if 1/p — 1/q < 2/n. This gives L' — L*-boundedness of
(14 L)Pa~! provided that 3 > n/a.

By the Dunford-Pettis theorem [4, Thm. 1.3] we obtain that (1 +
L)7Pa~! is given by a bounded kernel H”(z,y) and the bound de-
pends only on dimensions and ellipticity. Iterating (14.20), we see
that |[H?(x,y)| is dominated by the kernel of (o — A,)™? up to a fac-
tor ||al|2 |[a=!||«. The latter operator is given by convolution with a
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higher-order Bessel potential. Since 5 > n/2, we get exponential decay
and no singularity at = = y as stated, see [88, Sec.V.3|.

Step 2: Proof of (ii) and the other bounds in (i) with ¢ = 0. Write
A1+ L) 'a ™t =-1+a(l+L) e,

the Laplacian acting componentwise, so that
1801+ L) a s

(14.22) »
<1+ [lalloll (@ = Ag) ™ lLr—sre-

The operator norm in the line above is controlled for all p € [1, 00]. If
1 < p < o0, then by the Mihlin multiplier theorem (14.21) and (14.22)
imply that (1 4+ L) 'a™! and V,(1 + L)"'a! are bounded from L” to
WP In particular, for p > n, we have the inhomogeneous Sobolev
embedding W' C ATNL>®, n=1— n/p. The same applies with a* in
place of a and by duality (1+ L) 'a~!div, is bounded from L' to L”".
By composition, we obtain that for 5 > 7/2 + 2 the operators

V.(1+L)Pa™, —(1+L)Patdiv,, —V.(1+L)Patdiv,

are bounded from L' into A”NL*°. In particular they are bounded from
L' into L™ and, invoking again the Dunford-Pettis theorem, they cor-
respond to the kernels V,H?(z,y), V,H?(z,y), V.V, ,H?(z,y), which
therefore are bounded measurable functions. .

We can then use the mapping properties from L' into A” and once
more the Dunford—Pettis theorem, in order to obtain first Holder con-
tinuity of the kernels in x (with any exponent n € (0, 1)), uniformly
in y, and then by duality the same with the roles of  and y reversed.
This proves (ii) and finishes the proof of (i) with ¢ = 0.

Step 3: Exponential decay for the other kernels. We begin with 0,, H?,
where 1 < i < n. Let ¢; € R™ be the i-th standard unit vector and let
h > 0. By the fundamental theorem of calculus we have

1
-(HP (w+ hei,y) — HP (2,y)
h
- ][ Oy, HP (1 + se;,y) ds
0

h
- %W@w+f@ﬂ%wmw—%mmwm
0

where z,y € R™. If 2|h| < |z — y|, then |z + he; — y| > lz=vl/2 and we
get from (i) for H” and (ii) for V,H” that

¢, z— —clz—
0 HO (2, y)| < 7 (73 &) 4 WL H )0

Since in Step 2 we have already obtained a uniform bound for 8,, H?,
it suffices to prove the decay for |z — y| large, say |z — yleil®=¥ > 2.
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This restriction is manufactured such that we can take h = e~ 1l*=vl
resulting in the desirable estimate

10, H (2,y)| < Cle™ 5177

for some new constant C’ that depends on a only through ellipticity.
This completes the proof for V, H”.

The argument above has only used the exponential decay for H?,
the uniform boundedness of V,H? and the A"-estimate for V,H? in
the x-variable uniformly in the y-variable, in order to give exponential
decay for V,H?. Thus, it can be repeated verbatim for the decay of
V,H?. Then, replacing H® by V,H? gives decay of V,V,H".

Step 4: Proof of (14.19). We let 7 := A7Y|a||?, and b =1 — 771a. If
¢ € C™ is normalized to |£| = 1, then

b(@)E2 = 1+ 72 a(2)Ef? — 27! Rela()€, €)
<1473 all® — 2772
=1-N|all2 < 1. O

15. COMPARISON WITH THE AUSCHER-STAHLHUT INTERVAL

The identification of adapted-Hardy spaces as a key tool to treating
boundary value problems has appeared first in [22]. Although we argue
independently of this reference concerning this particular issue, we need
to make the bridge and the results of this section are explicitly used in
Section 22 on Neumann problems.

In [22, Thm. 5.1] an interval of values of p is constructed, where
one has the identification HY,, = HY, even for more general operators
DB. (The matrix B need not be block-diagonal.) Its upper endpoint
is denoted by py(DB) and the lower endpoint is at most the lower
Sobolev conjugate of another exponent p_(DB). To avoid confusion,
we denote these exponents by p{S5(DB) here. They have a precise
meaning that we recall next. The following material is all taken from
[22, Sec. 3.2].

Let

D,(D)={fel?: Df € LP},

where L7 = LP(R™;C™ x C™) and the action of D is in the sense
of distributions. Then BD is defined as an unbounded operator in L”
with domain D,(BD) = D, (D), null space N,(BD) and range R,(BD).
Similar to Definition 13.6, one introduces the set of exponents with p-
lower bounds

Z(BD) = {p € (1,00) - [[Bfllp 2 [ fllp for all f € R,(D)}

and the analogous set with B* replacing B. They are open but possibly
non-connected and Zy denotes the connected component of Z(BD) N
Z(B*D)’ that contains p = 2. Here, I' = {p’ : p € I} is the dual set of
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a given I C (1,00). In passing, we point out that the use of Z(B*D)
instead of its dual set in [22, Rem. 3.5] is a typo that does not appear
in the original reference |21, Sec. 5].

Then (pA5(DB), p35(DB)) is the interval of exponents ¢ € Z, such
that for all p between 2 and ¢ there is a topological decomposition

(15.1) L? = N,(BD) @ R,(BD),
see [22, Thm. 3.6]. It is proved in [22, Thm. 5.1] that for (p*%(DB)), <
p < pi5(DB) one has HY, ; = HY,. It was not proved that this interval is
optimal for the identification in the class of D B-operators there and for
some examples it was shown that this is not the case, especially for the
lower endpoint. Hence, [22] does not provide the whole identification
interval, yet [22, Prop. 6.4 & 6.5| there describe it as an open interval.
Using the same framework as [22], it became clear in the classification
theorems of [19] as well as in the uniqueness statements of [11] that the
full interval of identification is the object of interest. Both references
introduce the set of exponents p € (1., p?S(DB)) for which HY,, = HF,
holds with equivalent p-quasinorms. It is called I, in [19] and H, in
[11]. Hence, either of these intervals is of the form

(a**(DB),py(DB))

for some number a*5(DB) > 1, which could be in particular less than
S(DB)),.

In the block situation of this monograph, we proceeded differently
and introduced the set of identification H(DB) in (9.1) directly as the
largest set of exponents p € (1,,00) for which HY,, = HY, holds with
equivalent p-quasinorms. Then we proved that it is an open interval and
characterized its endpoints as h_(DB) = p_(L) and hy (DB) = q.(L),
see Theorems 9.6 and 11.3. Hence, in order to be able to apply the
results in [11,19] within the interval of identification H(DB), we need
to connect both approaches.

The discussion above already shows that a*5(DB) = p_(L) and
¢+ (L) = hy (DB) > p23(DB). Identifying the upper endpoints requires
a specific argument.

Proposition 15.1. In the block case setting of this monograph the
number p(DB) = p?S(DB) of [22] coincides with hy(DB) = q.(L).

Proof. As said, it remains to prove ¢, (L) < p3(DB).

Let 2 < p < ¢4(L). First, we recall that ¢, (L) = ¢4(Ly) from
Theorem 6.9, so that by Theorem 13.12 we have p € P(Lg). Hence,
Proposition 13.8 implies p-lower bounds for d and p’-lower bounds for
d*, as well as the topological Hodge decomposition (13.2).

To reinterpret this, we recall that

a0 0 div,
a=[y o) o=[s 0]
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Using the notation of Section 13, we have

N,(D) = {0} x N,(div,), R,(D)=L" xR, (V).

Since a~! is strictly elliptic, we see that the conditions p € Z(BD) and
p € I(B* D) are equivalent to p-lower bounds for d and p’-lower bounds
for d*, respectively. Moreover, using the p-lower bounds to determine
the null space, we find

N,(BD) = {0} x Ny(div,), R,(BD)=L" xdR,(Vy).

In turn, this shows that (15.1) is equivalent to the Hodge decomposition
(13.2).

Altogether, we have shown that p C Z(BD) N Z(B*D)" as well as
the Hodge decomposition (15.1). As we have done this for all p in the
interval [2, ¢; (L)), this proves that ¢, (L) < p45(DB). O

Summarizing, we have obtained

Corollary 15.2. In the block case setting of this monograph the open
intervals Hp from [11] and Iy, from [19] both equal (p—(L),q4+(L)).

16. BASIC PROPERTIES OF WEAK SOLUTIONS

At this point in the monograph we begin to slightly change our per-
spective from Hardy spaces adapted to L = —a~!div,dV, to weak
solutions to the elliptic system

(16.1) Lu = —div(AVu) = —0(adu) — div, dV,u=0

in R!*", where as before we write

s

for the coefficient matrix in block form. In this section, we gather well-
known properties of weak solutions that will frequently be used in the
further course.

As usual, a weak solution to the equation

Lu=g¢€Ly (0)

in an open set O C R™" is a function u € W}:*(0; C™) that satisfies
for all ¢ € C3°(0O; C™),

//OAVU-V—qbdtd:c://Og-adtdx
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16.1. Energy solutions. The most common construction of weak so-
lutions is by the Lax—Milgram lemma, using the energy class

WH(R™) = {v € L (R{™) : Vo € L*(RY™)}/C™
This is a Hilbert space for the inner product (V-,V-) and it contains
the restrictions of C{°(R'*")-functions to R as a dense subspace, see
for instance [14, Lem. 3.1].

We recall the well-known trace and extension results. For conve-
nience and a later use we include elementary proofs in our homogeneous
Sobolev setting.

Lemma 16.1. Every equivalence class v € W1’2(R£f”) has a represen-
tative that is continuous on [0,00) with values in Li .. In this sense
v € Co([0,00); H/*?) and

sup [[v(t, )|z S V02
>0

Conversely, every f € H7*? can be extended to a functionv € Wl’Q(Rf”)
with v(0,-) = f and [[Vollz > || f]lg122.

Proof. That v has a representative that is continuous on [0, 00) valued
in L7 _ is just the one-dimensional Sobolev embedding in the ¢-variable.
This property is not affected by adding constants to v and amounts to
re-defining v a.e. on RY™".

By density it suffices to prove the embedding into Co([0, oo); HY*?)
in the case that v is the restriction of a function in C3°(R'*™). For all
t > 0 we have

(=20) 0(t, I3 = 2Re((=A0)1u(t, ), (=A0) 10, 2, )
< 2[[(=20) 20 (t, |l 0wt )2
S AIVav(t )5 + 10w (E, )3,

4
dt

where the final step is by the solution of the Kato problem. Integration
in ¢ gives

I(=A2) 0 (t, I3 S IVl (8 >0)

and the left-hand side is comparable to |[v(t,-)|[2, 2. by Corollary 3.8.

Again by density it suffices to prove the extension part for f € H/>2n
L% We set v(t,-) = e "—A)"*f Clearly v is continuous on [0, 0)
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valued in L? with v(0,-) = f. Moreover, we have

Vo2 = / 1B (t, IE + [Vt )2 dt
:/ [(=A,) /218" Fl12 4 || 0,67t 22 f12 4y
0
& o 1/2
(16.2) ~ / J(—A,) e =20 f2 gy

OO (- / dt
- / T R S R s
0

~ [[(=A) Y13
= || Il 2,
where the fourth step is by McIntosh’s theorem. O

We also obtain the usual characterization of the subspace with trace
zero at the boundary.

Lemma 16.2. The subspace
Wé’Q(Rf”) ={u € WI’Q(Rf") cu(0,-) =0 in H1/2’2}
coincides with the closure of C(RX™) in WH2(RU™).

Proof. Since the restriction R : WM*(RY™) — HY22 to t = 0 is
bounded, W§?(R™) is a closed subspace and it contains C3° (RLF™).

Conversely, let u € Wy (RE™). Let E : HY*? — WH4(RI) be the
extension operator from the proof of Lemma 16.1. We pick a sequence
(ug) € CP(R™™) with upy — u in WH(RF") as & — oo and set
vy = (1= ER)ug. Then Rug = 0 and vy, — u in WH?(RL™). Therefore
it suffices to approximate each vy, by C°(Ri*")-functions. In fact, it
suffices to find approximants with compact support in R}QL" since then
we can conclude via convolution with smooth kernels.

To this end, we note that Ru;, € L? together with the explicit con-
struction of F implies v, € Cy([0, 00); L?) with v,(0,-) = 0. Extend-
ing v, to R"" by 0 and using the L*-continuity of the translation in
the t-direction, we obtain approximants wj with the same properties
that have their support in RY™. Now, we take n € C;°(R"™") with
1(0,0) = 1 and set n.(t, x) == n(et,ex). We can bound

1
IV(newe) = Vwella S 11— n-) Varllz + €2 lwi Lo 0,00)12)-

In the limit as € — 0 the first term on the right vanishes by dominated
convergence, whereas the second one vanishes thanks to the additional
information wy, € L*°((0, 00); L?). O

We can now use the Lax—Milgram lemma to prove the following well-
posedness result. Neither the block structure of A nor its t-independence
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are needed in the argument. We call u the energy solution to Lu = 0
in R}f" with Dirichlet data f.

Proposition 16.3. For all f € H">? there exists a unique solution u
(modulo constants) to the problem

Lu =0 (in RLF™),
Vu € L*(RI™),
u(0,-) = f (in HY>?).

Morcover, |Vulla S | fllgze and limy o ut,-) = 0 in /22,

Proof. If u is any solution, then we obtain by density and Lemma 16.2
that

// AVu-Vodtde =0 (¢ € Wy (RL™)).

RLT™

Since A is elliptic, u € Wé’Z(R}ﬁ") implies Vu = 0. Hence, solutions
are unique modulo constants. In order to construct a solution, let
v € WH(RLT™) be an extension of f as in Lemma 16.1. By the Lax—
Milgram lemma, there exists w € Wy?(RX") solving

// AVw - Vo dtdr = — // AVv -Vodtdr (¢ € Wy*(RE™)).
R_IEHL R}ﬁrn

Hence, v := v 4+ w is a solution to the given problem and Lemma 16.1
yields the limit at ¢t = oo as well as the bound

[Vullz < [Vl + [[Vwllz S [[Vollz = ([ fllg/22. L

16.2. Semigroup solutions. In the specific situations of coefficients
in block form, we can also use the Poisson semigroup for L to construct

weak solutions. Here, the natural boundary space is L rather than
H'22,

Proposition 16.4. Let f € L2. Then u(t,z) == e 2" f(x) is a weak
solution to Lu = 0 in RI™ of class Co([0,00); L?) N C®((0,00); L?)
with u(0,-) = f.

Proof. The regularity in t follows directly from the functional calculus.
In particular, u(t, -) is in the domain of L for every ¢ > 0 and %u(t, )=
Lu(t,-). Since a is bounded and independent of ¢, the function au has
the same properties and we have %(au(t, -)) = aLu(t,-). Let now
¢ € C(RY™). For any ¢ > 0, the Lax-Milgram interpretation of aL
in (3.5) yields

/Rn ;—;(au(t, ) - 80 Y da = /]R AV, u(t, ) - Vbt da

and the claim follows by integrating both sides in ¢ and then integrating
by parts in ¢ on the left-hand side. O
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We have the following compatibility between semigroup and energy
solutions. This could be deduced from more general results in [14] but
in the block situation there is a particularly simple proof.

Proposition 16.5. If f € H/*?2NL2, then u(t,z) == ¢ =" f(z) is the
energy solution to Lu = 0 in RY™ with Dirichlet data f.

Proof. We already know that u is a weak solution to Lu = 0 in
RM™ with w(0,-) = f in the sense of Cy([0,00);L?). Furthermore,
Vu € L*(RY™) follows by a literal repetition of the argument in (16.2),
replacing —A, by L at each occurrence. In fact, this is why we have jus-
tified (16.2) by abstract arguments instead of using the Fourier trans-
form. U

16.3. Interior estimates. We continue with the standard interior es-
timates. All this is well-known but precise references for systems with
our ellipticity assumption are hard to find. One is [27, Cor. 22|, where
even systems of higher order are treated, but for the reader’s conve-
nience we include the simple arguments in the second-order case. Again
the block structure of A and its t-independence are not needed for this
part.

We call W C R}QL" a cylinder of radius r if W = I x B, where
I C (0,00) is an interval of length r and B C R”™ ball of radius r (or
a cube of sidelength 7). As usual, we write oW for the concentrically
scaled version of W.

Lemma 16.6 (Caccioppoli). Let O C R™™ be open, g € Li,.(O) and u
a weak solution to Lu = g in O. Let W C RY™ a cylinder of radius r
and o« > 1 be such that aW & O. Then there is a constant C' depending
on dimensions, ellipticity and o, such that

// |Vu|2dsdy§0// r2|ul? + r?|g|?* dsdy.
w aW

Proof. Fix n € C°(R™™) with 1y <7 < 1,w and |Vn| < ¢,r~! for a
purely dimensional constant ¢,. We write (-,-) for the inner product
on L*(R™"). By ellipticity and multiple applications of the product
rule, we have
AV @)z < [(AV (), V (u))|
< (AVu, V(n*u)| + [(nAVu,u ® V)]
+ [{A(u ® V), V(nu))]

= Il + 12 + 137

where our notation is V(nu) := nVu+u® Vn in the sense prescribed by

the product rule. By the equation for u, the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality
and the elementary bound zy < %xQ + 2_153/2 for positive numbers z,y, €,
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we have

1 r?
_ 2 2 2
1111 = g0l < egllmall + gl

Similarly, we get

A A
Lo+ Ty < ZlInVull; + ZIV (w5 + Clle @ Val3

3\ A
< vl + (€45 ) lue vl

where C' depends on dimensions and ellipticity. Rearranging terms
leads to

A 2 A 2 1 17 2
IV )3 < (C+5) e Val} + linul + 5 lngl3
and by choice of n we are done. U

Lemma 16.7 (Reverse Holder). Let u be a weak solution to Lu = 0 in
an open set O C RY™™ and let o > 1. There is a constant C depending
on dimensions, ellipticity and «, such that for all cylinders W with
aW e O it follows that

1/2
<]§[ \Vu|2dsdy) SC# |Vu|dsdy.
w aW

Moreover, with q = % in dimension n > 2 and q € (2

arbitrary in dimension n = 1, it follows that

1/q
<]§[ \u\qudy) < C]§[ |u| dsdy,
w aW

where C' also depends on q.

2(n+1))

7 n—1

Proof. We begin with the first inequality. Let ¢ := ff . u and p =

2(7?—131), the lower Sobolev conjugate of 2 in dimension n + 1. We apply
the Caccioppoli inequality to u — ¢ and bound the right-hand side by

the Sobolev—Poincaré inequality in order to give:

1/2 1/p
(]5[ |Vu\2dsdy) < C(ﬁ[ \Vu|pdsdy) .
w aW

As we have p < 2, this is a reverse Holder inequality for Vu. It remains
to lower the exponent to p = 1 but this is always possible by a general
feature of such inequalities, see [65, Thm. 2]. Strictly speaking, this
reference is for W = I x B with B a cube and the case of a ball then
follows by a straightforward covering argument.

For the second inequality we let ¢ := ﬂw u and note that
the upper Sobolev conjugate of 2 in dimension n + 1. It follows that

1/q 1/q
(]5[ |u|qudy) < (ﬁ[ |u—c|qudy) +]§[ |u| dsdy
w w W

2(n+1) i
n—
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1/2
SC(# |u|2dsdy) :
aW

where the second step follows again by combining the Sobolev—Poincaré
inequality with the Caccioppoli inequality. The exponent on the right-
hand side can be lowered as before. O

We close with a simple but important approximation result for weak
solutions.

Lemma 16.8. Let (ug) be a sequence of weak solutions to Luy =0 in
an open set O C RY™ that converges to u in Li..(O). Then u is a weak
solution to (16.1) in O and (uy,) tends to u in W,2>(0O).

loc

Proof. The Cauchy property in Wiﬁ(Rf”) follows by applying the

reverse Holder and the Caccioppoli inequality to u; — u; on arbitrary
admissible cylinders. Hence, we can pass to the limit in £ in the weak
formulation of the equation for wuy. O

Corollary 16.9. If u is a weak solution to Lu =0 in Rf”, then so is
Owu. In particular, u is of class C*((0,00); Li.).

Proof. Fore > 0and h € (—¢,¢) define vy (¢, ) = +(u(t+h, z)—u(t, z))
in RYE = {(s,y) € R™" : s > £}. All v, are weak solutions in R’
since the coefficients of £ are independent of ¢t and we have v;, — J;u in
Ly (R%TY) as h — 0. By the preceding lemma, dyu is a weak solution

loc

in R so that in particular 9?u € Li . ((0, 00); Li.). By iteration the
same applies to OFu for any k € N and the claimed regularity follows

by (one-dimensional) Sobolev embeddings. O

17. EXISTENCE IN H?” DIRICHLET AND REGULARITY PROBLEMS

In this section we establish the existence part in our main results on the
Dirichlet and Regularity problems with HP-data, Theorems 1.1 and 1.2.
When the data f additionally belongs to L?, the (eventually unique)
solution is given by the Poisson semigroup. Hence, we proceed in two
steps: First, we establish the required semigroup estimates for data
fea (HPNL?) and f € HY N W2, respectively. Second, we obtain
existence of a solution by a density argument for the full class of data.

17.1. Estimates towards the Dirichlet problem. We begin with
the square function bound.

Proposition 17.1. Let p (L) < p < py(L)*. If f € a {(H'NL?),
then u(t,z) = e X% f(2) satisfies
1SEVU)lp = [laf |-

Proof. We organize the argument in three steps. For p < 2 we will be
able to use Hardy space theory ‘off-the-shelf” but for p > 2 different



164 PASCAL AUSCHER AND MORITZ EGERT

arguments on the level of the second-order equation for u are needed
since p might lie outside of H(L).

Step 1: The case p_(L) < p < 2. We have

tou = —tLY2e " f = p(2L)f,
and, recalling (3.2) - (3.4),
tVou = tV,a e (af) = (—tDBe 1PPlg), = (p(tDB)g),

where g = [af,0]". We recall from Proposition 8.2 and the corre-
sponding result for sectorial operators in Section 8.2 that ¢ € \11‘ij and

@ € U are admissible auxiliary functions for H7 and HY,, respec-
tively. By Theorem 9.6 we have p € H(L) N ‘H(DB) and hence we get
as required

laf llae = [Nl

~ ||S(t0u) |l

< [[S(EVu)llp

S e + gl ,

~ |laflwe + llgllar

S llafllue
Step 2: Upper bound for 2 < p < py(L)*. Consider the auxiliary
function ¢(z) = e v* — (1 + z)7>. Then ¢ € ¥}, on any sector.

Differentiating the resolvent twice, we find that v := ¢(¢*L) f solves the
following equation in R}f" in the weak sense:

(ad} + div, dV,)v
= 4al(1 4+ *L) 3 f — 24at®’L*(1 + *L) " *f — aL(1 + t*L) 2 f
=t (L) f,
where ¢ € Ul on any sector. For x € R" and ¢ > 0 consider Whitney

boxes W(t,z) = (t,2t) x B(x,2t) and W(t,x) = (Y/2,4t) x B(x,4t).
The Caccioppoli inequality yields

(17.1) ]5[ |sVol?dsdy < ]5[ [v]? + ¢ (s*L) f|? dsdy.
W (t,x) W (t,x)

Summing up these estimates for ¢t = 27, k € Z, leads to

dsdy dsdy
ﬂ ‘SV’U‘Q m 5 // ‘U|2 + |1/}<32L>f‘2 14n’
le—y|<s S |e—y|<8s S

where we have used that at most 3 of the enlarged boxes W (27, x)
overlap in order to get the term on the right. By definition of v we
conclude

(17.2) 18Vl S ISs.cfllp + [Surflly + 1SEV L+ L) f)]l,,
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where as usual S, 1 f denotes the square function of ¢(t*L)f(z).
Since ¢ € \I/f/2 and v € ¥l Theorem 9.21 applies in our range of
exponents and yields

156, f1lp + 11wl S 111l

The analogous bound for the third square function in (17.2) is a
consequence of Remark 9.8. Indeed, the family

_ —2t2L(1 +t?L)~3
tV(1+#L) 2 = { tvgﬁ(l(HzL))Q }

B [2((1 +20)3 — (1 + tQL)—Z)}
- tV.(1+t2L) 2

satisfies L? off diagonal estimates of arbitrary large order by composi-
tion and we have for all £ > 0

[V (1 +#2L) 72 FII3 = [P L+ L) £+ [IELY2 (1 + L) 72 F13

by the solution of the Kato problem, so that the theorems of Fubini
and McIntosh yield the L%-bound

_ o _ dt
ISV -+ #D NG [ 190+ eD BT = 111

Step 3: Lower bound for 2 < p < py(L)*. Introduce the adapted
Laplacian H = —(a*)"'A, and for f € L’NL? and g € LY NL? set

D (0, OO) — C, (I)(t) — <aeﬂeL1/2f7 eftH1/2g>,

where (-, -) is the L? inner product. By the functional calculus on L2,
this is a smooth function and we have

' (t) = _<aL1/2e*tL1/2f7 eftH1/2g> B <aeftL1/2f, H1/2eitHl/29>
(I)//(t) = <aLe—tL1/2f’ e—1tH1/2g> i 2<aL1/26—tL1/2f’ Hl/Qe_tHl/zg>
4T 1/2 H2
+<ae tL! f, He ¢ g>
= (Ve 7 Ve g) 4 2(aL e F HY 26 Y g)
—tL1/2 _tH/?
+ (Ve Ve gy,

as well as
. . . / . . ! . . o
lim &(t) = lim 1¢(¢) = lim t®'(¢) = 0, lim &(t) = (af, g).
Putting all together and integrating by parts twice in ¢, we obtain
o dt
o= [ fo®TF
0 t
o dt
— / <dtvxe’tL1/2f, the’tHl/Qg) "
0
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o dt
+ 2/ <atL1/2e_tL1/2f, tHl/Qe_tHl/Qg) "
0
o dt
+ / A A
0

We regard the right-hand side as T? — T duality pairings in order to
give
(af, )l S 1SV ), SEVae " g)ll
+ [SEL 2 f) | SEH 27 g)
< 2IS(EVe IS (Ve ).

We know that p_(H) = 1, from Corollary 6.10. Hence, Step 1 for
H on I¥ yields ||S(tVe ™" g)[, < |lglly and since g € L” NL? was
arbitrary, we conclude

lafly S 1SEVe " )], O

We turn to bounds for the non-tangential maximal function and
begin by recalling the respective L:-bound for our perturbed Dirac
operators.

Theorem 17.2 (|22, Thm. 9.9]). Let T' be one of DB or BD. Then
[N ™)l = lIflle (f € R(T))

and for every f € L? the Whitney averages converge in the L?-sense
lim leTf — f(2))?dsdy =0 (a.e. x € R™).
t—0 W(t,:l?)

We remark that the result above for 7' = BD is originally due to
Rosén [83, Thm. 5.1].

Proposition 17.3. Let p (L) < p < py(L)*. If f € a {(H'NL?),
then u(t,z) = e X% f(x) satisfies
[N (u)lp = llaf |

and

lim lu(s,y) — f(z)]*dsdy =0 (a.e. x € R™).
t—0 W (t,z)

Proof. We recall from (3.3) that L is incorporated in the matrix oper-
ator (BD)?. Hence, we have

][

and the claim for p = 2 as well as the convergence of averages follows
from Theorem 17.2.
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Step 1: Upper bound. If p € (p_(L),2), then according to Proposi-
tion 8.27 and Theorem 9.6 we have

[N ()l S 11 f 1l == llaf{lue-
If p € (2,p4(L)*), we first introduce (z) == e ™V* — (1 +2)~! and split
u=v+w=vEL)f+ (1+t?L)"'f.

We have ¢ € ¥} /o On any sector. Combining Lemma 8.26 and Theo-
rem 9.21, we find that

IN-)llp S 1Sp.fllp S 1 -

As for w, we use that the resolvents satisfy off-diagonal estimates of
arbitrarily large order. Consequently, Lemma 8.23 and the L”%.bound
for the Hardy-Littlewood maximal operator yield

N (@)l < HMASE) 2l S 1 D

Step 2: Lower bound for p > 1. The convergence of Whitney averages
implies N, (u) > f a.e. on R™ and || N, (u)]|, > || f|l, follows.

Step 3: Lower bound for p_(L) < p < 1. We calculate the H?-norm of
af using the Fefferman—Stein characterization of H?. This argument
works for all p € (*/(n+1), 1], not only p € (p_(L), 1].

Fix ¢ € CF°(R™;R) with support in B(0,1) and [, ¢ = 1 and let
¢¢(y) = t7"é(y/t). Then a function h € L* belongs to H” if and only if
the maximal function

(Mo )(@) i=sup b 6l(z) (w € R

is in L” and in this case ||h|lgr =~ || My hl,, see e.g. [51, Thm. 6.4.4]

Temporarily fix ¢ > 0 and x € R™. Let x : [0,00) — [0, 1] be smooth
with 11015 < x < 1p9), set x¢(s) == x(5/t) and introduce ®(s,y) =
é¢(z —1)x¢(s). The functional calculus on L? and the compact support
of ® justify writing

(af * d0)(x) = / (af) () bela — y) dy

—hr% (/ Os(Pau) ds)dy

For e < t/2 we expand, integrate by parts and use ad’u = Lu, to give
/ 0s(Pau) dsdy
R™ Je
= / (0sP)au + Padsu dsdy
R™ Je

= / / (0,®)au — (0,P)sadsu — Psad?u dsdy
R™ Je
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+ / O(e,y)ealy)dsu(e, y) dy
= / / (0sP)au — (0;@)asOsu + V, @ - sdV , udsdy
R™ Je

+ [ ¢ule —y)ealy)dsule, y) dy.
R?’L
By the functional calculus for L we have as a limit in L?,
lim eadsu(e, -) = —lim cal 2o~ § = 0.
e—0 e—0

By Young’s convolution inequality we get ¢; * (cadsu(e,-)) — 0 uni-
formly on R™ as ¢ — 0. Altogether,

(af * @) ()]
< //Rij" |(0s®)au| dsdy + //an |(0,®)asdsu| dsdy

+ // |V, ® - sdV,u| dsdy
RIT"

= I+ II + III.

(17.3)

Since 9,® is bounded by ¢t~ and supported in W (¢, ), we get
11|+ 11| S Na(u)(2) + Na(tdu)(x).
As for III, we get

|III‘ 5 tilin //H— |1(072t)><B(x,t)vau‘ dey7
R+ "

so that Lemma A.3 applied to F' := |1 2t)x B(a,)sVau| with 7 = 1 and
p = "/(n+1) yields

[T S ¢V -

n+1
If a Whitney ball W (r, z) intersects the support of F' at some (s,y) €
R then

|z —z| <|z—y|+|ly—z| <t+r<t+2s <5t

which means that N,(F) has support in B(z,5t). Thus, we have

n+1

s (e [ R
B(x,5t)

< M(NL(EV o) 750) 5 ().
Going back to (17.3) and taking the supremum in ¢, leads us to

n n+1

Mo(af) < N, (u) + N, (t0u) + M(|N,(tV u)|77) 5.
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By assumption we have p > 7/(n+1). Hence, M is bounded on [p(nt1)/n
and it follows that

laf Il = | Mo(af)lly S INe(@)ll + 1N 0V ) [ S [N ()],
where the final step is due to Caccioppoli’s inequality. l
Finally, we establish uniform bounds and strong continuity at ¢ = 0.
Proposition 17.4. Let p_(L) < p < p.(L). If f € a~'(H?NL?) and
u(t,z) = e 'L? f(x), then au is of class
Co([0, 00); H”) N C*((0, 00); HP)
and satisfies

sup [lau(t, -) || ~ [|af]me
>0
and for all k € N,

k k _
sup 1£20 (au(t, )l < (5)2€"[|af |-
>

Proof. According to Theorem 9.6 we have a~'(H”NL?) = HY with
equivalent p-quasinorms | f|[ge =~ [|af||u-

The upper bounds for v and d¥u now follow immediately from the
bounded H*-calculus on HY | see Section 8.2. Likewise, Proposition 8.13
provides the limits au(t,) — af as t — 0 and au(t,-) - 0 as t — oo
in H? and the limit at ¢ = 0 implies lower bound for . U

For exponents p > p, (L), the space HY does not equal a~*(H” N L?)
and the previous argument breaks down, see Theorem 11.3. However,
using off-diagonal estimates, we can still obtain the continuity at the
boundary ¢ = 0 with values in L} . if p, (L) < p < p,(L)*.

Lemma 17.5. If p, (L) < p < p.(L)*, then for all f € L?NL?, all
balls B C R™ and allt > 0,
—tLY/ n_n_
1™ F = Fllizmy S r(B)2 7 (r(B) + )| £,

Proof. We can pick ¢ such that 2 < ¢ < py(L) and Y/q — Vp < Vn.
We split f = EBl [j, where f; == 1¢;(p)f, and obtain from Hélder’s
inequality that

_t1/2 _471/2
le ™" fF = fllzy < le™™ 7 fi = fillezs
n_mn —_+1Y/
+r(B)> "« Z e fillam

Jj=2
<r(B)2 7 fll
n_mn _4r1/2
+r(B)270 Y e filluacs).

Jj=2
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Since the Poisson semigroup satisfies L? off-diagonal estimates of order
1, see Corollary 4.17, we can bound the sum in j by

S~ 2 9r(B) ey < (B E LS 2065 g

j>2 j>2
where the right-hand side is finite by choice of g. The claim follows. [
17.2. Estimates towards the Regularity problem. We begin again
with the square function bounds.
Proposition 17.6. Let (p_(L),V1,) <p < q.(L). If f € H*» A W2
then u(t,z) = e £ f(2) satisfies

1StV Oy = [[Vaf s

Proof. Let us first interpret the exponents. The identification The-

orem 9.6 tells us that we have ]I-]I}J’p = H" N L? with equivalent p-
quasinorms and then ||g||gz. ~ |lg|lur for all g € HIZ]VT follows from
M

Figure 8. The square function we have to control contains
IV, 0 = —tV, LM2e 2 f = N2 Py f = p(1EM)V, f,

where ¢ € \Iff72 on any sector and we used an intertwining relation for

the functional calculus on L?, as well as

t0Pu = — (L)LY f = (P Le ) f =t ¢ (2L) f,
where ¢ € U{® on any sector.
If p < 2, then ¢ and 1 are admissible auxiliary functions for defining
H}” and HEM, respectively. Thus, we get
ISEVau) |, = IS L) f)ll, + S E M)V f)ll,
= [ fllare + Ve Sl
~ ||Vafllnr
right away. If p > 2, then Proposition 9.20 applies to M with auxiliary
function ¥ and ¢ = p. The same holds for L since from Theorem 9.6

and the general bound ¢, (L) < p4 (L) in Theorem 6.2 we obtain H} =
L? N L? with equivalent p-norms. Consequently, we have

1SV, = [|S@ L)LY ), + IS@ M)V, )],
SILY fllp + 1Vl
~ Ve fllp,
where the final equivalence is due to Theorem 11.1. As for the lower

bound, we note that t02u = —tdyv with v := e~""*(LY2f) and L2 f €
L7 N L% Hence, we can apply Proposition 17.1 in order to get

1SEV o)y > 1Sty = L2 flly = [IVa £l

as required. O
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We continue with the non-tangential maximal function bounds.

Proposition 17.7. Let (p_(L),V1,) < p < qi(L). If f € H*» N W2,
then u(t,z) = e X% f(x) satisfies

IN(Va)lp > Ve f e

and
. o] [—aLY2f(2)] |
1 “t}—[ dsdy =0 (a.e. x € R™).
0 [ [Tl [ om0 e semy

Proof. We use the intertwining property to write V,u = ot v, f.
Moreover, we have O,u = e*tLl/Q(—Ll/Qf), so that by similarity ad,u =
e*tZI/Q(—aLl/Qf). We recall from (3.4) that M and L are incorporated
in the matrix operator (DB)?. Hence, we have

—{[DB —al'?f _ |adu
e v.r | = |Vl

The claim for p = 2 as well as the convergence of averages now follows
from Theorem 17.2 and the comparison ||aL'/2f||s ~ || Vaf]|2.

Step 1: Upper bound for p # 2. As in the proof of Proposition 17.6 we
have ]I-]I}J’p = H'"? N L? with equivalent p-quasinorms.

If p € (p_(L)«V 1,2], then Proposition 8.27 applied to M and L
directly yields

[IN(Vu)llp < [N<(Vaw)llp + [N (Gr) |
SV fllsn + 1LY fllz
and the ubiquitous Figure 8 allows us to compare with
= [ F g
~ ||Vafllnr

as required. If p € (2, ¢4 (L)), we first introduce ¢ (z) = e"VZ—(1+2)~*
and split
—p(t2L) L2 —(1+t2L)~'L'/?
u vt [UEDERS) [ eD L)
VM)V, f (L+M)" Vo f
We have ¢ € Ul Jo ON any sector. As in the preceding proof, Proposi-

tion 9.20 with ¢ = p and auxiliary function ¢ applies to both M and
L in our range of exponents. Along with Lemma 8.26, we find that

IN.0)lp < IINa(Qy 57 V) lp + INA(Qy L L )],
SISy 57 (V) llp + 15w, (L2 )l
SIVafllp+ 1L,
~ Vet lp,
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where the final equivalence is due to Theorem 11.1. As for w, we
use that the resolvents of L and M satisfy off-diagonal estimates of
arbitrarily large order. Consequently, Lemma 8.23 and the L”% bound
for the Hardy-Littlewood maximal operator yield

N (@)l < NMVaf )2+ HMOLY FP) 2]
SIVafllp + 1L £l

and we conclude as before. Combining these estimates gives the re-
quired upper bound for N, (Vu).

Step 2: Lower bound for p > 1. Since [ € L?, we obtain from the
convergence of Whitney averages that N.(Vu) > [V, f| a.e. on R" and
| N(Vu)ll, > ||V fl|, follows.

Step 3: Lower bound for p < 1. As in Step 3 of the proof of Proposi-

tion 17.3 we calculate the HP-norm of V, f through the Fefferman—Stein

characterization of H”. The argument works again for all p € (;25, 1].

Fix ¢ € C(R™;R) with support in B(0,1) and [, ¢ = 1 and let
&(y) = t7"¢(¥/t). We need to control the LP-norm of

My(Vof)(z) = sup (Vof x ¢l (x) (z €R").

Temporarily fix ¢ > 0 and z € R™. Let y : [0,00) — [0, 1] be smooth
with 11 < x < 1jo2), set x¢(s) = x(5/¢) and introduce ®(s,y) =
di(z — y)xe(s). As Vou(s,y) = e ™"’V f(y), the functional calculus
on L? and the compact support of ® justify writing

(Vef <)) = [ Vaf@nta =)y

=lim [ — (/ 05 (®V,u) ds) dy
e—0 Rn c
= lim/ —0,®V u — PO,V u dyds,
€ R"”

e—0
so that
(V.1 5 60)(x)] < // 0.0 ] dsdy + // V., @ 0,u] dsdy
R}:’n R}:’n

= T+ 1I,

where V,® ® Osu is the vector in (C™)™ coming from integration by
parts in . Now, we can literally repeat the arguments in Step 3 of the
proof of Proposition 17.3 and arrive at

I < No(V,u)(z)

and
n+l

I < M(IN.(8u)|757) " (x)
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for all z € R™. Consequently, we have a pointwise bound
Mo(Vaf) S Nu(Vau) + M(IN.(Ou)[71) 5

and since M is bounded on LP" /™ we get ||V, fllur < ||N*(Vu)||p as

required. O

Uniform boundedness and strong continuity follow again by abstract
semigroup theory.

Proposition 17.8. Let (p_(L),V1,) <p < q.(L). If f € H** A W2,
then u(t, z) == e =" f(z) satisfies
(i) Veu € Cy([0,00); H?) N C=((0, 00); HP) with

sup [|Vau(t, ) |lwr > [| Vo flar
>0
and, for every k € N,

k k
sup [[£20f Vaoult, )i < (5)2¢" | Vo flae-
t>0

~

(i) If p < n, then u € Co([0,00);LP") N C>®((0,00); LP") with
11y < sup e S IV + 1

p*-

Proof. From the proofs of Propositions 17.7 and 17.6 we know V,u =

e~™M?7_f and that in the given range of exponents ||g|lme. ~ |lg||u
M

holds for all g € HEM. Hence, (i) follows verbatim as for the Dirichlet

problem in Proposition 17.4 by appealing to the abstract theory for M
instead of L. .

For p < n we have the Sobolev embedding H'? C L¥" /C™ but since
LP" + 1.2 does not contain any constants but 0 we also have H"» N2 C
LP". This yields the regularity statement in (ii) and the upper bound,
whereas the lower bound follows again from the continuity at ¢ = 0. O

17.3. Conclusion of the existence part. We now guide the reader
through collecting and extending by density the respective estimates
in order to obtain the existence part in our main results.

Existence of a solution with the properties in Theorem 1.1. First, let
felPnl?ifp>1and f € a ' (H'NL?) if p = 1. Then u(t,z) ==
e_tL1/2f(x) is a weak solution to Lu = 0 in R}™", see Proposition 16.4,
and parts of (i) - (iv) are contained in the previous sections:

Part Obtained in

(i) Propositions 17.3 & 17.1

(ii) Proposition 17.3
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(iii) Proposition 17.4 (including quantitative
bounds on the t-derivatives)

(iv) | Lemma 17.5 & qualitative continuity with values in L2

The non-tangential convergence with L?-averages in (ii) is stronger than
what is asked for in (D)5. Hence, u solves (D)5 with data f.

Now, consider general data f € LP if p>1and f € a ' H' if p = 1.
Take any sequence of data (f,) C L? that approximates f in the data
space as k — co. Here, a~' H' is considered as a subspace of L' with
natural norm ||a - ||g:. Denote the corresponding solutions by wy.

By (i), we have that (uy) is a Cauchy sequence in T2” and that
(tVuy) is a Cauchy sequence in TP. Both topologies are stronger than
L (RY™). Hence, (uy) has a limit u in L, (R}™) that satisfies (i) and
it follows from Lemma 16.8 that u is a weak solution to Lu = 0. Note
that this construction is independent of the choice of the (fi). In the
same way we obtain (iii) and (iv) for u since we can identify limits for
the respective topologies in L] (RX™).

Property (ii) for u can be obtained by a well-known argument for
maximal functions. More precisely, we obtain from (ii) for the u; that
for a.e. z € R",

lim su u— f(x)|?dsd )
(17.4) t—0 P (]%V(t,x)| f)l Y

< No(u = ug)(2) + | f(z) = fu(2)].

If the left-hand side exceeds a fixed threshold € > 0, then at least one
of the terms on the right exceeds ¢/2. By (i) applied to u — u; and
Markov’s inequality, this can only happen on a set of measure

Ce([la(f = f)llwr + | f = felle),

which tends to 0 as £ — oo since p > 1. Hence, the left-hand side of
(17.4) vanishes for a.e. x € R™.

Finally, suppose that f is also an admissible datum for energy solu-
tions. In the case p > 1 this means that we assume f € L? NHY>? and
by the universal approximation technique in Hardy—Sobolev spaces we
can take the f;, above in such a way that f, — f also in H7*2. We
know from Proposition 16.5 that uy is the energy solution with Dirich-
let data f; and it follows from Proposition 16.3 that u is the energy
solution with Dirichlet data f.

In the case p = 1 we assume f € (o~ H') N H>2. We claim that
this is a subspace of L?. Taking the claim for granted, no approxima-
tion is necessary to construct the solution u(t, z) = e """ f(z) and by
Proposition 16.5 this is the energy solution with data f. The easiest
way to see the claim is to note that f € L' NH”*? and hence its Fourier
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transform satisfies

/ FHEP e < / 1FI2de + / EIFF(E)[de
R" B(0,1) cB(0,1)

< CIFIR + 1F e

Existence of a solution with the properties in Theorem 1.2. First, recall
from Theorem 6.2 that p_(L) = ¢_(L). Let f € H*? n W% As
before, u(t,z) == e £ f(z) is a weak solution to Lu = 0 in R
from Proposition 16.4 and (i) as well as (iii) - (v) are contained in
the previous sections. Part (ii) will mostly follow from a general trace
theorem that we comment on below:

Part Obtained in
(i) Propositions 17.7 & 17.6 & Theorem 11.1.(i)
(iii) Proposition 17.7
(iv) Proposition 17.8
(v) | Proposition 17.3 & Proposition 17.4 & Theorem 11.1
since Qyu = —e L (LY2f) with LY2f € a ' (H? NL?)

As for the extension to a general data f € H'P, we first treat the
case p < n. We can assume f € LP since the general case follows by
modifying data and solution by the same additive constant.

Take any sequence (fy) € HY N W2 with f, — f as k — o0
in H*» N LP". It follows from (iv) that (uy) is a Cauchy sequence in
C([0,00); 17"), hence in L;,.. Lemma 16.8 asserts that (u;) converges
in W22 to a weak solution to Lu = 0. The properties (i), (iv), (v)
for u follow by identifying limits as before and for (iii) we rely on the
same type of density argument as in (17.4). In particular, (iv) implies
limy ou(t,-) = f in D" as claimed in (ii). This being said, the non-
tangential limit in (ii) follows from the Kenig—Pipher trace theorem
(Proposition A.5).

In the case p > n we can only take a sequence (f;) € H" 10 W2
with f, — f in H"” as k — oo . We use (i) to infer that for the
corresponding solutions (Vuy) converges in T%?, hence in L . Define
the averages ci = (ux)w with W C R}f" a fixed cube. By Poincaré’s
inequality (uy—cy) is bounded in Wlloi By compactness, we can define,
up to passing to a subsequence,

wi= lim uy — ¢ (in Li,).
k—o0
Lemma 16.8 asserts again that u is a weak solution to Lu = 0 and
modulo constants the construction of u is independent of the particular
choice of the (fx). With this definition all properties but (ii) follow as
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before. For the latter we fix the representative for f. Since n > p_(L),
see Proposition 6.7, we obtain from (v) that du € Cy([0,00);LP).
Hence, u(t,-) has a limit in D" as ¢t — 0. By (iv) we can fix the
free constant for w such that this limit is f and the non-tangential
convergence follows again from Proposition A.5.

Finally, if f € H"?NH"Y>2, then the same argument as for the Dirich-
let problem yields that modulo constants u is the energy solution with
Dirichlet datum f.

18. EXISTENCE IN THE DIRICHLET PROBLEMS WITH Aa—DATA

Here, we establish the existence part of Theorem 1.3, our main result
on the Dirichlet problems (D)%, and (D)%, with boundary data in A,
Let us stress that in accordance with the formulation of these problems
the data space is not considered modulo constants.

Since A N L? is not dense in A® for the strong topology, we cannot
proceed in two well-separated steps as in the previous section. Instead,
given f e A%, we directly define

oo
(18.1) u(t,) =3 e (1) f) (> 0),
j=1
where () C R" is any cube, and check that this is a solution with all
required properties for both Dirichlet problems. More concisely, we can
write
u(t,) = lim e " (1yof) (£ > 0),
J]—00
but the representation as a series will be advantageous for most consid-
erations. In fact, the assumptions of Theorem 1.3 are already required
to prove convergence in Li . via off-diagonal estimates. More precisely,
we work with the following exponents for most of the section:

e p.(L)>nand 0 <a<1—"/p ().
(18.2) e When « is fixed, p denotes a fixed exponent with 2 <
p <pi(L) and o < 1 —n/p.

We break the argument into six parts.

Part 1: Well-definedness of the solution. We begin with an ele-
mentary oscillation estimate.

Lemma 18.1. Let a € [0,1) and p € [1,00). For all f € A®, all cubes
Q CR"™ and all 7 > 1, it follows that

(g7~ eran)” 0@l

where v; =In(j) + 1 if « =0 and v; == 2% if a > 0.
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Proof. If & = 0, then A* = BMO and hence for all cubes Q C R™,

(]éQ - <f>Q|pdy)” < 1710

A telescopic sum of the estimates for Q, 2Q, . .., 2/71Q yields the claim.
If @ > 0, then |f(z) — f(y)] < (274(Q)) for z € Q and y € 27Q and

the claim follows immediately. O

The oscillation estimate allows us to prove convergence of the right-
hand side in (18.1) and obtain further useful representations of w.

Lemma 18.2. Assume (18.2). Then the following hold true.

(i) The sum defining u converges absolutely in Li (R™), locally
uniformly in t. In particular, u is a weak solution to Lu = 0
in Ry,

(ii) If a family (n;) € L>=(R™; C) satisfies (5.2), then u(t,-) =
> e e L% (), f) with absolute convergence in LE. (R™), locally
uniformly in t. In particular, u is independent of ().

(iii) If f = c is constant, then u = c almost everywhere.

Proof. By Corollary 4.17 the Poisson semigroup satisfies L” off-diagonal
estimates of order 1. Let K C R™ be any compact set and set £ := £(Q).
For j large enough we have d(K, C;(Q)) > 2/~'¢ and hence

_e71/2
le™"" (1,

@) F)llLe

t(27¢

(
S0 f Nlere, @)
< H2i0)
S t(270)

Y11 = (Nallee) + @07 |(Fel)
(el s +100el),

where we have used Lemma 18.1 in the final step. The right-hand side
is summable in j since a < 1 — 7/p, which proves convergence of the
series in (18.1) in L? | locally uniformly in ¢. Since all partial sums are
weak solutions to the equation for £ in R?", the same is true for u,
see Proposition 16.5 and Lemma 16.8. This completes the proof of (i).

Now, (ii) follows by repeating the proof of Proposition 5.1 word by
word up to incorporating the off-diagonal estimate above. Finally, (iii)
is due to the conservation property for Poisson semigroups (Proposi-

tion 5.6). O

(18.3) _

=3

t(27¢

Part 2: Proof of (ii). We start by proving continuity and conver-

gence towards the boundary data in L ..

Lemma 18.3. The solution u is of class C([0,T]; L) with u(0,-) = f
for every T > 0.
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Proof. Continuity on (0,77 is a general property of weak solutions, see
Corollary 16.9. We fix an arbitrary cube @) of sidelength ¢ and prove
the limit at t = 0 in L*(Q).

Set f; = (f—(f)q@)lc,(@)- By Lemma 18.2 we have, whenever y € Q
and s > 0,

o0

u(s,y) — fy) = e " L) + (e — )

J=1

(18.4) ~
=)+ @ R~ )

For the error terms with 7 > 2 we use again that the Poisson semigroup
satisfies L? off-diagonal estimates of order 1, see Corollary 4.17. Here,
pis as in (18.2). Together with Lemma 18.1, we obtain

> _sLl/2 > _gl/2
> ey < e fillw
j=2 LP(Q)  j=2
> S
(18.5) 2—£||fy||LP

]
S Sn
st% Dol £l
(T

where the sum in j is finite by the choice of p. In particular, we have
by Hélder’s inequality that

o0

> e

J=2

S
< ——fll 4o
L 0

which in combination with (18.4) leads us to

o 1/2
Juls, ) = fllrzg) < gl_,_aHfHAmLH R = Al

The right-hand side tends to 0 in the limit as s — 0 since we have
fe€A”and f, € L2 O

We turn to non-tangential convergence towards the boundary data
and control of the corresponding sharp functional on Whitney averages.
In the case a > 0 this would come for free from Proposition A.8 once
we have established the upper bound for the Carleson functional as
stated in (i) but the following direct argument also works for o = 0.

Lemma 18.4. The solution u satisfies

lim lu(s,y) — f(z)|*dsdy =0 (a.e. z € R")
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and

1Nzt = Hlloo S 1 1o

Proof. We only need a slight refinement of the previous argument. To
this end let z € R™, 20 > 2t > s and let ) be the axis-parallel cube of
sidelength ¢ centered at z.

For any (s,y) € W (t,z) = (Y/2,2t) x B(z,t) we can use (18.4) and
(18.5) with this choice of () and the same definition of f;, 7 > 1, in
order to obtain

u(s, ) — fHL2(B(:v,t))

o0
n_mn _gL1/2 —sL1/2
<t2 7w E e + [le™* L £ — fillezBay)
= (@)
stz

_sLl/2
S i 11l 4o + e f1 — fillez (B

Thus, we get our key estimate

1/2
( ]§[ lu(s, ) — f|2dsdy)
W (t,z)

tl*% L1/2 ) 1/2
< 1ﬂa||f||Aa+<]§[ Y dsdy) |
e W (t,z)

For the first claim it suffices (by the Lebesgue differentiation theo-
rem) to prove that the left-hand side in (18.6) vanishes in the limit as
t — 0 for a.e. z € R™. But passing to the limit on the right-hand side,
the first term vanishes since we have p > n by (18.2) and the second
term vanishes for a.e. x € R” thanks to the Lebesgue differentiation
theorem and Proposition 17.3 applied to f; € L.

In order to bound the sharp functional, we use (18.6) with ¢ = ¢.
This yields for all ¢ > 0 and all z € R" the required uniform bound

1 1/2
(s - grasay)
W (t,z)

1 L1/2 2 1/2
S+ (e )
t,x

1 1/2
< o + — sup [le”*" —
Sl + o sup e 1 = fll

(18.6)

1
S fllje + taTng1”2

S 11l 4e

where the final step is due to Lemma 18.1, keeping in mind that by
definition f; = (f — (f)g)1ag and that t is the sidelength of Q). O
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Part 3: The upper bound for the Carleson functional. In this
part we prove the upper bound ||Cyo(tVu)|| < || fllje. It will be
convenient to use cubes instead of balls for the Carleson functional and
to show that for all cubes () C R" of sidelength ¢ we have

l dud 1/2
(18.7) ([ v 22) " s el
0o Jg s

From now on @ is fixed. Since both sides stay the same under adding
constants to v and f, we can assume (f)g = 0. For j > 1 we introduce

_y71/2
fi=1lcf uit,)=e""f;

Step 1: The local bound. By Lemma 18.1 we have || f1/|3 < [Q]7102%| f || je-
Hence, the local term u; can be handled via the L2-bound for the square
function in Proposition 17.1:

l
/ ][ ‘8VU1‘2 dyds S |Q‘1// |SveftL1/2f1‘2 dey
0 Q S R}Jn S

S S NRe

Step 2: Decomposition of the non-local terms. Set W (t,x) = (1,2t) X
Q(z,t) and W(t,x) = (t/2,4t) x Q(x,2t). Let ¢p(2) = e V? — (1 +2)72
and recall from (17.1) the Caccioppoli estimate

dsd
J[ - svernnp =
W (t,z) S

< //w(m) (L) + [0(s2L) ]

where 1) € Ul on any sector. Let the regions (W (¢, zx))x cover (0, £) x

@ modulo a set of measure zero such that the (W (¢, xx))x are contained
in (0,2¢)x2@Q and at most 2" of them overlap at each point. Summing
up in k yields

/ / sV6(L) 1

20
/ / GL) S + (L) £y

(18.8) dsdy

dyds

so that in total

‘ 3
</ ][ \SVuj\Q dyds)
0 s

: (/Z][ (O(SL) 12 + [(L) 1 + sV (1 + 5°L)” Qfﬁdyds) .
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From Lemma 18.2 and Caccioppoli’s inequality we obtain that u =
D2, uj converges in WL2(RY™). We can use Fatou’s lemma to con-
clude

¢ 3 0
dyds ?
(18.9) (/][wu\? yss) SN fllje + DT, I+ 100,
0 JQ J=2

where
(/2@% 2Lf‘2dyd3)
j ’
2 dyds 3
- ([ Lty
2 dyds \ 2
=( [ |sv<1+52L>2fj|2%) .
o J20

Step 3: Bounds for the off-diagonal pieces. We begin with the bound
for I;. The family (¢(t*L));s0 satisfies L7 off-diagonal estimates of
order 1. This is due to Lemma 4.16 since ¢ € U2 /o ON any sector.

Hence,
(][ |¢(82L)fjl2dy)2§ (][ |¢(82L)fjlpdy)p
2Q 2Q

() (o)

SR T

AN

where the final step is again due to Lemma 18.1. We take L*-norms
with respect to 4 on both sides to give

(18.10) < Y f ey 25

Summing these estimates in j leads to a desirable bound in (18.9).

In estimating I; we have only used ¢ € W] /o ONL any sector for some
7 > 0. Hence, we can use the same strategy for II; and the first
component of

_ —4s*L(1 + s*L) 73 f;

2 2f J
sV(1+s*L)~" f; V(1 + L) 2,
in IIT ;. As for the second component, we have L? off-diagonal estimates
of arbitrarily large order v > 0 for (tV,(1+t*L)™?)s0 by composition.
Therefore, we can run the same argument as before but with p = 2 in
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Lemma 18.1 and obtain

M ! |
</ ][ |5V, (1 + s2L) 72 f;]? ) <) flljey; 227G,
0 2Q

We take v = /2 — 7/, + 1 and conclude a desirable bound for III; in
(18.9). This completes the proof of (18.7).

dyds
s

Part 4: Compatibility. In this section we work with A® as a homo-
geneous smoothness space modulo constants. In view of Lemma 18.2
this determines v modulo constants.

Our goal is to establish compatibility of u with the energy class, that
is, we assume f € A*NHY>? and have to show that modulo constants u
is the energy solution with Dirichlet data f. This is a delicate matter
since no density argument can help us here. We shall rely on the
following two lemmata.

Lemma 18.5. Let g; € L? and go € T %% for some o € [0,1) be
such that g, — gs is constant on ]Rif". Then g1 = go almost everywhere.

Proof. Let g1 — g2 = ¢ almost everywhere. We obtain for all » > 0 that

2r
|c|? ~ 7“1”/ /( | lg1 — go|* dadt
r B(0,2r

S " gall3 + 22l gall i
As a < 1, sending r — oo yields ¢ = 0. 0

Lemma 18.6. Let o € [0,1). Each f € A*n H1/2’2 can be decomposed
in AN H1/2’2 as f = floc + fglob; where floc € WLQ and fglob € L2-

Proof. We pick ¢ € Ci°(R™;R) such that 1p1) < ¢ < 1p(o,2) and set

fioe = F HOFf),  faob =F (1= @) Ff).
Then obviously f = fioc + falob and since ¢ and 1 — ¢ are smooth
Fourier multipliers in the scope of the Mihlin multiplier theorem, both
fioe and fyon Temain in A* NHY22. Moreover, mye(€) = |£]'/%p(€) and
Mgion (&) = |€]7Y2(1 — ¢(€)) are Mihlin multipliers and since we have
g = F(|¢|"2F f) € L? by assumption, we obtain that

fﬁl(‘g‘f.floa = Fﬁl<mlocfg> € sz fglob = 'F;l(mgbbfg) € L2
as required. O

As we are dealing with a linear problem, the benefit from Lemma 18.6
is that it suffices to prove compatibility under the additional assump-
tion that either f € L? or f € W',

If additionally f € L?, then E]Oil 1c,(q@)f converges to f in L? and
from (18.1) we get back

ut,)y=e 7 F (£ >0).
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According to Proposition 16.5 this is the energy solution with Dirichlet
data f.

Now, suppose that additionally f &€ W2 and let @ be the energy
solution with Dirichlet data f. We claim that it suffices to show that
for all g € Cf° with [;, gdz =0 and all ¢ > 0 we have

(1811) <u(t7 )79) = <ﬁ(t, ')79)7

where the angular brackets denote the (extended) inner product on
L% Indeed, the claim implies that u — % is independent of the a-
variable but looking at the equation L(u — %) = 0 in RI™ we also
obtain ad?(u — u) = 0, so dyu — d;u is constant. By definition we have
0,u € L? and by the Carleson bound in Part 3 we have d,u € T~h>¢,
Lemma 18.5 yields d,u — 0;u = 0 and the desired compatibility u = u
(modulo constants) follows.

In order to prove (18.11), we pick a cube @ that contains the support
of g and use Lemma 18.2 to write

(18.12) u(tr) =Y f)@) (ta) € RE™),

with (7;); a smooth partition of unity on R" subordinate to the sets
D, = 4Q and D; = 277'Q \ 27'Q, j > 2, such that ||n;]ls +
20(Q)||Vanjllo < C for a dimensional constant C.

Since g has integral 0, we can write g = div, G with G € C7°(Q).
Indeed, in dimension n = 1 it suffices to take a suitable primitive of ¢
and in dimension n > 2 this is Bogovskif’s lemma [49, Lemma I11.3.1].
By duality and the intertwining relations, we obtain

_tLY/2 (1 \1/2 ..
€ i f), ) = (nifoe” " div, G)

(18.13) = —(n;Vaf, et M2 5y
— (Vo ® f,e”G)
= — Ij — IIj,
where M* := —d*V,(a*)" ! div, intertwines with L* in the same ways

as M intertwines with L. Our notation is Vaonif) =n;Vaef+Vun @ f
as predicted by the product rule. The assumption V,f € L? and the
fact that e *M)"*G € 1.2 allow us to sum up

(18.14) ST I = (Vo f, e G,

Jj=1

As for the error terms II ;, we shall need the qualitative information

(18.15) e M2 e 1 (for some g < 2).
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In each of the following steps we take ¢ as close to 2 as necessary
for the respective result to apply. First, we write G = G; + G5 with
G € N(div,) and Gy € R(d*V,,) as in the Hodge decomposition (13.2)
with d* replacing d. By Proposition 13.8 and Lemma 13.4, this decom-
position can be taken topological in L?. The identification Theorem 9.6
tells us that we can have Hz’q = W"N1L? with equivalent g-norms and
then H}, = LYNR(d*V,) follows by moving from the second to the
fourth row in Figure 8. Proposition 8.10 yields e MDY G, e LY and

from G; € N(M?®) we obtain by the functional calculus in L* that

e MDY G — Gy, which also belongs to LY. Hence, (18.15) follows.
Now, we go back to (18.13). We pick exponents r,s € (1,00) such
that /g + 1/r + 1/s = 1 and obtain for all J > 1 that

J J
d o1, > Van;
j=1

j=1
N 2‘](%_1)”fHLS(2J+1Q)a

—H(ML/2
< LS(21+1Q)||e HME) GHq

I/

T

where we have used that Z}]:1 V.n; has support in 2/7'Q and is con-

trolled in L*°-norm by 277/. The implicit constant depends on all vari-
ables but J. The choice of s depends on Sobolev embeddings. In
dimension n > 3 we can assume f € L* up to modifying f (and hence
u) by a constant. Then we pick s := 2* and obtain

II;| S 9J(2-1) _ 9J(5-%
1

)

J

J

which tends to 0 as J — oo since ¢ < 2. In dimension n < 2 we can
assume f € A% and also change f to f — (f)o in (18.12), which
changes u by a constant. With this modification, we obtain together
with Lemma 18.1 that

J
>
j=1

which also tends to 0 as J — oo. Together with (18.12) - (18.14), we
arrive at

27(:3) ifn=1

S22y, 1) = {

(ult, ), g) = =(Vaf,e W G).

Since f € WY2NHY*2, the universal approximation technique lets us
pick a sequence (f), € WH2NHY22NL? with f; — f in both W% and
H"7*2. We let uz be the energy solution with Dirichlet data f,. Then
(ug) tends to the energy solution @ with data f in W'?(R1™™). By
Lemma 16.1, this implies u(t, ) — wu(t, ) in the sense of distributions
modulo constants. On the other hand, we know from Proposition 16.5
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that ug(t, ) = o tL? fr and we can undo the duality and intertwining
in order to give

(ult, ), g) = = lim (V, fi, e MD7G)

. LY/
= lim (™" ;.. g)

= lim (ualt, ), 9)
— (i(t, ), 9)

This establishes the remaining claim (18.11) and the proof is complete.

Part 5: The lower bound for the Carleson functional. Our goal
is to show that for all g € C§° with [, gdz = 0 the solution u in (18.1)
satisfies

(18.16) [(Fr )] S N1Ca(tVu)[lsollgllee,

where o € (1,,1] is such that n(}/o — 1) = o and (-, ) is the extended
L%-duality pairing. Indeed, then density and duality yield the lower
bound

||f||A°‘ S ||Ca(tvu)||oo

We suggest that the reader recalls the argument of Step 3 of Proposi-
tion 17.1 beforehand. The proof here follows the same line of thought
but since u(t,-) and f may not be globally in L? we cannot as di-
rectly rely on the functional calculus in L? as before. This is the major
technical challenge.

From now on we fix g and pick a cube @) that contains its support.
Since both sides in (18.16) do not change when adding constants to f
or u, we can assume (f)o = 0 and write u as

oo

_e71/2
u(t,) =Y e fi= 100
j=1
Next, we introduce again H == —(a*)"'A, and set

u(t, ) = (1 +H)P((a")g)

for an integer 5 > n/2 + 2. Then the kernel estimates in Proposi-
tion 14.14 become available and this is why we use the resolvents of
H and not the Poisson semigroup as in the proof of Proposition 17.1.
The auxiliary function we are working with is
(18.17) ®:(0,00) =+ C, B(t)=> (e f a%u(t, ).

j=1
This turns out to be the appropriate way of defining (u(¢,-), a*v(t,-))
as we shall see momentarily. We divide the proof of (18.16) into eight
steps.
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Step 1: Qualitative growth bounds for v. We claim that there are ¢ > 0
and C' > 0 depending also on 3, g and @) such that

(18.18)

lu(t, z)| + |tVou(t, )| < C(1 A t—n—l)e_cd(act,Q)

((t,z) € RL™).

To this end we recall that (1 +t2H) ?(a*)~! is given by an integral
kernel denoted by H(x,) (up to replacing a to a*) with bounds

|HY (@, 9)| + [tV HY (2, 9)| + [V, H ()|
lz—yl u\

2V, V HY (z,y)] < Ct e 7,

see Proposition 14.14. Hence, by the support of g and an L'-bound on
the kernel,

_cd@Q) c
o(t, 2)| < e 5% / 5= 1A (2, )l l9(w)) dy

_cd@.Q)
Se s gl

~Y

Since g € Cy°(Q) has mean value 0, we can also write g = div, F'
with F' € C;°(Q), using a suitable primitive in dimension n = 1 and
Bogovskii’s lemma, in higher dimensions. Thus,

o(t,z)=— [ V,H](z,y) Fly)dy

R?’L
and the L>-bound for the kernel yields
ot 2)] < Ot e P,

This completes the estimate in (18.18) for v. The bounds for tV v fol-
low mutadis mutandis, using the kernel bounds for thHf and tQVxVyHtB .
Eventually,

tow(t,”) = =22 H(1 4+ t*H) "~ 1((a*)1g)
= 28((L+H) " — (L+2H) " ")((a*)"g)

is a linear combination of two functions of the same type as v.

Step 2: ® is well-defined. More precisely, we shall show the qualitative
bound

(18.19) STl fillatv(t, Il < CEAETF) < oo,
j=2

where C' is independent of ¢ > 0 but may depend on all other parame-
ters.
By Hoélder’s inequality, we have

_tLY/2 47 1/2
e™ " Filla*v(t, )l < 1gi-12e™" " fillplla™v(t, )|l

(18.20) b
+le™™ Sl

c(2i-1/2Q)@ vt )
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Since p € [2,p,(L)), the Poisson semigroup satisfies L7 off-diagonal
estimates of order 1, see Corollary 4.17. From the support of f; and
Lemma 18.1 we obtain for 7 > 2 with implicit constants independent
of 7 and ¢,

(18.21) 1y-120e " £l S 277N fillp S 19,2757,

and

—tL1/2 i
e filly S I fills S 27

Likewise, integrating the p/-th powers of both sides of (18.18) gives
la*o(t, )l S AN +E7T) STAES

and, with a smaller constant ¢ then in (18.18),

ILe@mraga™olt, )y S (LAt e % < (175 At 5)27,

where in the final step we have used the crude bound e™* < s7! for
s > 0 in order to restore the right homogeneity in ¢. Using these bounds
on the right-hand side of (18.20), leads us to

—+L1/ * _n in_
(18.22) e fillao(t, )l < (EAE7)7275 7"

Since o < 1 — n/p, we can sum in j and conclude (18.19).
As a matter of fact, the same estimate holds if in the definition of
® we replace v(t,-) by tVu(t,-), which satisfies the same pointwise

bounds. We can also replace e*’tLl/2 by (75L1/2)ke*tL1/2 for an integer
k > 1 since the latter satisfies again L? off-diagonal estimates of order
1, see Lemma 4.16. All such sums are called of ®-type. We also remark
that it was only the bound (18.20) that required j > 2. All other
estimates in this step also work for j = 1.

Step 3: Integration by parts in t. Since we have left out the term for
j = 1in Step 2, the full estimate for ®(¢) is

[®(8) = (™ fratu(t D SEAET
By the functional calculus on L? we have

lim (e " fi,a*o(t, ) = (f1,9) = {f, 9),

t—0

where in the final step we used the support of f;, and likewise

lim <e*tL1/2f1, a*v(t,-)) = 0.

t—»00
We conclude limy_,o ®(t) = (f, ¢) and lim; o, ®(f) = 0. Next,
d, i " _471/2 "
e i atu(t, ) = — (L2 f atu(t, )

+ (e f5 ardu(t, )
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gives rise to two sums of ®-type (times a factor of t~1), which converge
locally uniformly in ¢ by Step 2. Hence, we can differentiate ® term by
term. The upshot is that we can integrate ® by parts to obtain

(18.23) <f,g>:/ooo '(t)dt = /OOO oW (1) dt—/oo T (t) dt,

0
where @M (¢), WM (¢) : (0,00) — C are given by

QW) = Y (L2 f 0wt ),
j=1

\I/(l)(t) — Z(e_tLl/ij, a*atv(t’ ))
j=1

and t®M) and t¥W are of ®-type. The idea here is that &™) is the
bad term that we have to keep, whereas the part involving ¥ can be
treated directly.

Step 4: Integral estimate for ¥, We introduce
U(t,) = 26(1+ 2 H) 7Y ((a")'g),

which is of the same type as v but with a higher resolvent power. The
objective in this step is to establish the bound

& did
(18.24) / WO ()] dt < // V] - (17,7 ST
0 RLF" t

Let n € Cy°(R™; R) be such that 15 < n < 15 and for R > 0 set
nr(x) = n(%/r). We note that

a*Op(t,-) = —2Ba"tH (1 + t*H) "~ ((a*) *g)
= —2BtA (1 +*H) 7" ((a*)1g)

= —tA,v(t,")
and, having split
VO(t) =S gre ' £, —tAT(E, ) + (L= np)e 2 £ a* 01, ),
j=1

we can integrate by parts the term with ng to give

! <77Rtvxu(t7 ')7 tvaﬁ’ﬁ(tv ))

+ ((tV;mR) & eitle fj7 tvx@/(tv ))

~ | =

(18.25) 1

<
Il

((1— nR)e*tLl/ij, ta*op(t,-)).

+
~ | =

1

<
I
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Our notation is
_471/2 _471/2 _471/2
Velnre ™™ " f;) = nrVa2e ™7 f 4+ (Vang) @ e 7 f

as predicted by the product rule and for the sum with nvae—tLl/ 2 fi
we have used that the series that defines wu(t, ) converges in Wlloi as a

consequence of L -convergence and the Caccioppoli inequality.
So far, (18.25) holds for any ¢ > 0 and any R > 0. We let now k > 2,
set R := (1V t)k and integrate in ¢ to obtain

(18.26)
| reow)ar

_ did
< // V] - [1V,5] 220
R:Fn t

e > 47 1/2 ~ dSL’dt
+ cn/ / [tV enavek| e tL filltV o]
o “2Q) (1vt) Z J t

j=1

% o > _471/2 dl‘dt

+ cnlla Hoo/ / |1_77(1\/t)k|2‘e il ltow] P
0 °(2Q) j=1

where ¢, only depends on n. We also used that the terms with n
vanish on 2¢) and interchanged the sum with the integral in z using
the monotone convergence theorem.

The sums in j are of ®-type and when using the bounds from Step 2
for such sums only on ¢(2@Q)), we can allow j = 1 and pick up the same
behavior in ¢. Indeed, on the right-hand side of (18.20) we would only
get the second term when j = 1. It follows that

= —tI1/2 ~ _n
Z e [Vl [l oy STAE
j=1

and likewise with 0,v replacing tV,v. Hence, in (18.26) the sums in j
are of class L'((0, 00) x “(2Q); 24). Since [tV nave| and |1 = navepl
are bounded by dimensional constants and tend to 0 pointwise as
k — oo, we can use the dominated convergence theorem in (18.26)

to conclude (18.24).

Step 5: Completing the treatment of VY by duality. We can interpret
the right-hand side in (18.24) as a T%*® — T? duality pairing, where
o € (1,,1] is such that a = n(1/o — 1), see Section 2.2. Consequently,
we have

A|®Wmaswuwﬂmwﬂwﬁm-
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In order to bound the square function, let

_ @) 0
e [0 0
be the matrix that corresponds to H in the same way as B corresponds

to L. Recalling (3.2) and the intertwining relation (3.15), we write

(18.27) LVOA = —26tD(1+ (tBx D))" Ba m

= §(tDBy) [g] ,

where 1(2) = —282(1+2%) "1 is of class U2°*! on any sector. As >
"/2+2, this is an admissible auxiliary function for Hy,5 . From p_(H) =
1. (Corollary 6.10) and the identification theorem (Theorem 9.6) we
obtain

~ [|gllre.
Hp gy

Isev.ol, = | |4

Thus, we have found

(18.28) / WO ()] dt S |CaltVaw)|ocllg e,
0

which is a desirable bound for the second term in (18.23).

Step 6: Setting up an iteration on WM. At this point we are left with
proving

‘ / s (1) dt' S1Ca (V1) g e
0

where

/2 N
<L1/2e tL fi,a*v(t,)).

M

oW (t) =
1

J

Since t®W(t) is of ®-type, we can repeat Step 3 with this function
replacing ®(¢). The only difference is that now lim,_, t®(")(¢) = 0 and
we can integrate by parts without boundary terms to give

/ oW (1) dt = / t®@ (t) dt — / tw @ (¢) dt,
0 0 0

where
o0

OO (1) =Y (Le ™" fj a"u(t, ),
j=1
T (1) = i<L1/2etLl/2 £ a*dw(t, ).

j=1
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Now, 20 and ¥ are of ®-type and t¥? is of the same structure as
U except for an extra t-derivative on the Poisson semigroup. Hence,
we can repeat Step 4 and Step 5 mutadis mutandis for U? and arrive
at

/ 0O (0] dt S [ Calt®V.0yu) | llg e
0

as replacement for (18.28). But since dyu is a weak solution to the

same equation, we can use Caccioppoli’s inequality on Carleson boxes
(0,4(Q)) x @ as in Part 3 to bound

”Ca(thmatu)”oo S |Ca(tdhu)| s

and conclude with a desirable bound.
The upshot is that we can iterate this scheme until for some large
N, depending on the dimension, we can control

/ N1 (1) dt // V1T, N2 - |V ,0] 9L
R1+n

0
SN (1) = Y (LN B fy atut, ).
j=1

Indeed, a desirable bound for the right-hand side of (18.29) follows by
T2 _ Te_duality and Caccioppoli’s inequality as before.

Step 7: Reduction to a final estimate of ®-type. We shall establish
(18.29) for the first integer that satisfies N > /2 + 2. As

(LN fy avu(t, ) = (= div, AV, LN 1 (e, ),

we can integrate by parts as in Step 4 but in the opposite direction.
Using the same notation, the replacement for (18.25) is

tN_l(I)(N)( )

(18.29)

where

—2

= (dt" VLN Pult, ), Rt Vau(t, )

—~
I
—_
N
Z

+ <dtvx(tL1/2)N—26—tL1/2fj’ (thC??R) ® v(t, )>

SO

<
Il
—_

+ (LN f (1 - nR)atu(t, )

~~ | =

<
Il
—

and the replacement for (18.26) is
/ Y1) (1))
0

dtd
< // LN a1V 0] T
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o0 > dzdt
e / / [EVamavon] Y [V (L) N2 fjo] ===
0 €(2Q) j=1

* o - _471/2 dxdt
Tealla®loc / / 1= el 3216225 g o] 2L
0 Jeq) o

where ¢, only depends on n. Thus, we have to prove that the sec-
ond and third term on the right vanish in the limit as & — oco. The
third term contains a sum of ®-type, so that we can use dominated
convergence as in Step 4. The middle term is not of ®-type since we
do not have L off-diagonal estimates for the gradient of the Poisson
semigroup. We claim that nonetheless there are o, 7 > 0 such that

_tL1/2 o _
(18.30) Z|||tV (ELY2)N =2 fl o] eagy SETAET

Taking this estimate for granted, dominated convergence also applies
to the middle term and (18.29) follows.

Step 8: Conclusion. In order to prove the final missing bound (18.30),
we argue as in Step 2 but with p = 2. To simplify notation, let

T(t) =tV (LLV2)N 2~ (1 > 0).

This family satisfies L? off-diagonal estimates of order N — 1 by com-
position and Lemma 4.16 since we can write

(1) = (09,1 + 20) 1) (L2210 4+ 2L)e ),
By Hoélder’s inequality, we have
7@ fillo(t, ) e @0
(18.31) < |1y-120T#) fill L2 e 10, )iz 2q)
+ 1T@) fill2l[Le@i-1r2gyv(E, )2,

where the first term on the right vanishes for j = 1. From the support
of f; and Lemma 18.1 we obtain for j > 2 that

1Lpm120T (1) i 2y S 02PN lls S 077,27
and for j > 1 that
IT@) fill2 S I fille S 7,272
with v € (0, N — 1] at our disposal and implicit constants independent

of j and t. The bounds for v are obtained by squaring both sides of
(18.18) and integrating. They take the form

[o(t, Mz S LAtz =12 AtT172
and

2J

1 Leqai1/2gyv(t, )2 S (1A O se T T S (12T AT E 27,
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where in the final step we have used the crude bound e™® < s77 for
s > 0 to restore the homogeneity in t. Using these bounds on the
right-hand side of (18.31), we find

T @Sl Mgy S T ADT27H)y2/E7,

We need v > 7/2+ « to be able to sum in j and 7 < /241 to pick up
decay at t = oo. Such v exists since @ < 1 and the choice is admissible
because we have assumed N > /2 4+ 2. It is only at this point where
we need the size of N. Now, (18.30) follows from (18.31) and the proof
is complete.

Part 6: Proof of (iii). Instead of (18.2) we work with the following
exponents in this part:
p(LF) <land 0 < a<n(Yph) —1).
(18.32) e When « is fixed, p_(L*) < p < 1 is such that a =
n(l/p — 1)
This is a stronger assumption than in the previous parts since p_ (L) <
1 implies py (L) = oo by duality and similarity.
In particular, (e~*@)"*),_ ¢ is (a*)~' HP-bounded by Theorem 12.2

—tL1/2

and we can define (e )i=0 as a bounded semigroup on A® via duality

and similarity:
(€T fg) = (f,a"e B (@) Lg)  (f e A% g e HPNLA).

Next, we identify the solution u from (18.1) with such a semigroup
extension.

Lemma 18.7. Assume (18.32). If g € C° with [g, gdz =0, then

(u(t,-), g) = (f,a*e " (@) Lg) (¢ > 0),

where the left-hand side is the extended L% — L2-duality and the right-
hand side is the A — HP-duality.

1/2

Proof. We fix t and g and let () be a cube that contains the support
of g. As a*e 9’ 2 (a*)"'g € H?NL* C H' we have in particular that
Jan a*e I (¢*)"lgdx = 0. Therefore we can assume (flo=0. In
the following, C' denotes a constant that may depend on all parameters
but on j > 1 used for the annuli C;(Q).

Since p € (1., 1), we can fix ¢ € (1,2) such that ¢ :==n/q—7/p+1 > 0.
Then (e~#9"*),_; is L-bounded and satisfies L7 off-diagonal estimates
of order 1, see Corollary 4.17. We conclude that

”a*eft(Lﬁ)lm (a*)ilgHLq(Cj(Q)) < 277 = 02]‘(%—%)275]‘_

Hence, we can use Lemma 4.10 in order to write

ate —t(L#)1/2 a* g = 202 eja] lIl Hmelloc)’
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where the a; are L%atoms for H” with support in C;11(Q) U C;(Q).
Using Lemma 18.1 with exponent ¢’ and the atomic bounds, we obtain

(18.33) (f,C27a;)| < C 2727 |layly < Cyy27 927,

Now, we use the definition of u, duality for the semigroups on L? and
absolute convergence of the series following from (18.33) in order to
write, setting ag = 0,

(u(t,),9) =Y (e 1o, 1, 9)

1

<.
Il

* ft (LhH1/2 (a*)fl

[
WE

(1c, f,a"e 9)

<.
Il
—_

[
Mg

C(f, 1Cj(Q)(2_€jaj + 2_€(j_1)aj—1)>

<.
Il
—_

I
.Mg

C(f, ey + 1oy @)2 7ay)

<
Il
—

<f C27%a;) = (foa*e ' (a)g). O

[
Mg

<.
Il

Since Cgo—functions with integral zero are dense in H”, we obtain

from the lemma and Proposition 17.4 applied to L* that u is of class
Co([0, 00); ) N C>((0,00); Ageuie),

weak*

where the subscript indicates that A® carries the weak”* topology as the
dual of H?, with bound

sup [[u(t, )|l z0 S [ f]] e
t>0

In the opposite direction, Part 2 implies for all g € Cg° with integral
zero that

[(f: 9 = lim [Cu(?, -), g)| < sup [lu(t, )| e[| g][we
t>0

and || f]|je < supsg ||lu(t, )| 4o follows. Hence, we have
(18.34) sup [[u(t, ) ]|z = [ f]] 4o
>0
For the global AQ(R}QL") upper bound we need a variant of the

Poincaré inequality that we prove at the end of the section.

Lemma 18.8. Let v € L2 (RY™) with t12Vo € L2 (RY™). There is
a dimensional constant ¢ such that for all cubes ) C R",

Q)
]§[ v — (v)7@)|* dsdy < c/ ][ s|Vv|? dyds,
Q) 0 Q
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where T(Q) = (0,4(Q)) x Q. In particular, v € LIOC(REF"). The same
inequality holds with balls instead of cubes.

Together with the upper Carleson bound of Part 3 we now obtain,
for all cubes ) C R",

(f = mor dsdy) ( / " / s\w?dyds)

) Ca (V)|
S ( )1 je-

This is an oscillation estimate at the boundary of ]Rif". In order to
replace T(Q) by an arbitrary cube T(Q) + (to,0) with ¢, > 0, we
use that according to Lemma 18.7 we have the semigroup property
u(t + to,-) = e f, =i wy(t,-), where fi, = u(to,-) € A*. The
previous estimate with u,, in place of u becomes

(ff e CresunPasdy) £ 0QP 1l
T(Q)+(to,0)
SUQ I e

where the final step is due to (18.34). By definition of the BMO-norm
if « = 0 and by the Morrey-Campanato characterization of Hdélder
continuity if « € (0, 1), see [79], we conclude

ol o iz, < 15
The proof of (iii) is complete, modulo the

Proof of Lemma 18.8. We can assume that () is the unit cube cen-
tered at the origin, as a scaling argument gives the general result. Let
T.(Q) = (e,1) x (1 —¢)Q for € € (0,1). We apply first the Hardy—
Poincaré inequality of Boas—Straube [31]:

J[ o= nerasa< e[| as).on.@)veP sy,
=(Q) T:(Q)

A priori, the constant ¢. depends on T.(Q) but scaling and transla-
tion to (1,2) x @ reveals that we can take ¢. = (1 — ¢)c, where ¢ is
dimensional. We conclude

(18.35) // v — (V)7.(0)|* dsdy < c// s|Vu|? dsdy,
=(Q) Q)

where the right-hand side is assumed to be finite.

Now, consider a decreasing sequence of values ¢ € (0, /2) with ¢ — 0.
Since T72(Q) C T:(Q) and v € L*(T12(Q)), it follows from (18.35)
that the numerical sequence ((v)7.(g))- is bounded. Let C' be one of
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its accumulation points. Via Fatou’s lemma we can pass to the limit
in (18.35) along a subsequence of ¢ to give

// lv — C|? dsdy Sc// s|Vv|? dsdy.
Q) T(Q)

This implies that v is (square) integrable on T'((Q)) and therefore we
have C' = (v)7(g) by dominated convergence.
The argument for balls instead of cubes is the same. O

19. EXISTENCE IN DIRICHLET PROBLEMS WITH FRACTIONAL
REGULARITY DATA

In this section we prove the compatible existence on Dirichlet prob-
lems with data in homogeneous Hardy—-Sobolev and Besov spaces of
fractional smoothness that have been announced in Section 1.6. We
also compare them to what can be obtained by the general first-order
approach [3] when specialized to elliptic systems in block form. We
recall the color code for our various exponent regions and segments:

e Gray corresponds to what can be obtained from the theory of
D B-adapted spaces in [3] and our identification of the interval
from [11,19] in Corollary 15.2.

e Blue shows extra information obtained from the theory of L-
adapted spaces.

e Red indicates results outside of the theory of operator-adapted
spaces.

When we speak of ‘colored’ points or regions, we always mean points
or regions that are displayed in one of these three colors.

19.1. Fractional identification regions. As in Section 8 we treat
adapted Hardy—Sobolev and Besov spaces simultaneously by letting X
denote one of B or H. As before, ‘identification” means ‘equality of sets
with equivalent p-quasinorms’.

Proposition 19.1. Identification X7 = X*? N L* holds for all expo-
nents corresponding to the interior of the colored trapezoidal region in
Figure 10.

Proof. Theorem 9.6 yields H}?” = H** N L% and HY = o~ '(H? NL?%) =
L?NL? if (1/p,s) belongs to the open segments that join (1/q.(z),1)
to (Yp-(r).vin), 1) and (/p4(1),0) to (Yw-(r)v1),0), respectively. Both
cases can be summarized as saying H;” = H> | see Figure 6. By real
and complex interpolation (|3, Thm.4.32] or equivalently the argument
in the proof of Lemma 9.4) we conclude X7 = X in the interior
of the convex hull of the two segments and the claim follows by using
Figure 6 again. U
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1
pkah 2 gy pEVI (pF).Vie

FIGURE 10. Identification X3” = X*? N L? up to equiva-
lent p-quasinorms holds for all exponents corresponding
to the interior of the colored trapezoidal region. The pic-
ture is up to scale when p_(L) > 1. When p_(L) < 1,
the top blue point is situated at (1/p_(r), 1).

Remark 19.2. If p_(L) < 1, then we could also combine Theorem 9.6
with Corollary 6.10 and write H;” = H™_,, on the top segment,
which in this case joins (1/¢;(£),1) to (1/1., 1), and the full bottom seg-
ment joining (Y/p,(r),0) to (Y/p_(r),0). Extending Figure 10 to the left
by the triangle with vertices (1/1.,1),(1,0), (I/p_(£),0), the same inter-
polation argument yields identification X7” = X, \ in the interior
of that extended region. The reason why we do not use this extension is
that we do not know whether X*”_, A, = X*%. and not even whether
a completion of X*¥_, A, can be realized as a space of distributions,
except if @ = 1 of course. In the first-order D B-theory this phenom-
enon does not appear as B is applied first. As a cautionary tale we
remark that even when a = 1 not all of our arguments for solvability
of Dirichlet problems would go through in the extended gray region,
notably the non tangential trace used in Proposition 19.7.

Identification in the interior of the gray region in Figure 10 has pre-
viously been obtained (implicitly) in [3, Sec. 7.2.4] and we shall next
explain why.

Let us first recall that in Theorem 9.6 we have identified H, =
HY? for p € (p_(L),qs(L)). For p € (1,00), the Q-duality from |3,
Cor. 5.14] states that HOZ,. = H% implies Hy,%” = H,"”. Thus, the
latter follows for p € (q(L*),p, (L)) by duality and similarity. As



198 PASCAL AUSCHER AND MORITZ EGERT

before, interpolation leads to the identification region that is shown in
Figure 11. Lemma 9.1 ‘maps’ the gray region in Figure 11 onto the
gray region in Figure 10 since X5, = X5 implies X5 = X122,

S
AN
0
-1
1
y 1
0 1 11 _1 A ntl” P
L L L
pY af 2 (¢ P n

FIGURE 11. In the interior of the gray region X7/, = X7
holds (up to equivalent p-quasinorms). By O-duality |3,
Cor. 5.14] this is equivalent to X557 = X,

In the particular case p_(L*) < 1 we have p, (L) = oo by duality and
similarity and hence the left lower vertex of the identification regions
is situated at the origin. However, results can be improved further as
follows. We reproduce the argument from |3, Sec. 7.2.1| for the sake of
clarity.

Proposition 19.3. If p_(L*) < 1, then identification X3, = X3¥ and
X3P = X*P N L? hold in the interior of the extended gray regions of
Figure 12 and Figure 13, respectively.

Proof. Tt suffices to argue for Figure 12 since the extension of Figure 13
follows from Lemma 9.1 as before.

Consider the analog of Figure 11 but for B*. Since we assume
p—(L¥) < 1, the right-hand segment of the gray trapezoid described
by

=S + s+1
P q (L) p(L¥)
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S
AN
0
x5,
(e}
_1 o
1
, 1
0= L 11 _1 1 nt1” P
- L L L
rk af 2 (¢FFy t n

FIGURE 12. Extension of Figure 11 to the left in the
case p_(L*) < 1. The extension only concerns exponents
with p > ¢, (L) > 2. The length of the vertical segment
on the left is at most n/p_ () — n.

intersects the vertical line 1/p = 1 at a point that is called z 4« in [3]. Let
2. be the symmetric point with respect to (1/2, —1/2). By Q-duality
this is a boundary point of the identification region for X3, = X3
Interpolation with the exponents that have already been obtained in
Figure 11 yields the extension that is displayed in Figure 12.

The length of the vertical segment that we have been able to add on
the line 1/p = 0 is given by o, where

( 1 1 ) 1 .

o - = -1

p—(LF) g (L)) p-(LF)

Since Theorem 6.2 for L* yields p_(L*) < (g4 (L)), the left-hand side
is bounded from below by 7/» and we obtain

7= p-(L¥)

as we have claimed. O

Let us illustrate these diagrams in special cases. When m =1, n > 3
and d is real-valued, we know that p_(L) = ¢_(L) < 1 and p4(L) = o0
(Remark 14.11). Thus we are in the case of Figure 13 for the blue
and gray identification regions. This is also the generic situation in
dimension n = 2 for any L (Proposition 6.7).

In dimension n = 1, Proposition 6.7 yields p_(L) = q_(L) = 1.(=
1/2) and p, (L) = ¢4(L) = oo. The same holds for L* in place of L
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FIGURE 13. Extension of Figure 10 to the left in the
case p_(L*) < 1. The extension only concerns exponents
with p > ¢, (L) > 2. The length of the vertical segment
on the left is at most n/p_ () — n.

and therefore qu* =10,0]". Consequently, we already have the largest
possible gray region shown in Figure 14 and there is no additional blue
region. In any dimension, the same situation occurs for operators of
type —a"'A, (Corollary 6.10) or more generally when d depends only
on one coordinate (Remark 14.11).
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N [
3

FIGURE 14. Figure 13 in dimension n = 1 and in any
dimension for the special case L = —a~'/A, or more gen-
erally when d depends only on one coordinate.

19.2. Solvability for fractional regularity data. We turn to solv-
ability of the Dirichlet problems (D)EHW and (D)és,p when 0 < s <1
and 0 < p < oo satisfy 1/p < 1 + $/n. The restrictions on s and p
guarantee that all distributions in H*? and B*? are locally integrable
functions. Indeed, for p = oo we have H*® C B®® = A®, whereas
for p < oo both are interpolation spaces between H*P = LP° and
H'7* C LPV" for some exponents py > 1,p1 > 1,.

In the formulation of the Dirichlet problems for fractional regularity
data we consider the data spaces as classes of measurable functions and
do not factor out constants. We use the pair (Y, X) to denote either
(Z,B) or (T,H). By definition of tent and Z-spaces, all problems that
appear in Section 1.6 can simultaneously be phrased as asking for given
f € X*P to find a solution to

Lu=0 (in RYT™),
(D)5 Vue Y7,

lim;_ o HW(m) lu(s,y) — f(z)|dsdy =0 (a.e. z € R").
Let us mention that another way of formulating the boundary condition
is limy_,o u(t,-) = f in D'(R™)/C™, see [3,28]. In all cases, we recover
this condition in the construction of our solutions. We do not impose
a condition at t = oo, contrarily to [3].

Remark 19.4. For (1/p,5) = (1/2,1/2) we obtain X”/*>? = H'>? by Fu-
bini’s theorem and Y~7/*% = L? by the averaging trick, so that (D)f.(l/Q’2
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is a Dirichlet problem for the energy class. The energy solution given
by Proposition 16.3 is (modulo a constant) a solution to this prob-
lem. Indeed, consider f € HY>? and let u be the energy solution. It
converges to f ast — 0 in X2, By Proposition A.8, there exists a
non-tangential trace uy and the Cesaro means of u(t,-) converge in D’
to ug as t — 0. It follows that f = ug + ¢ for some ¢ € C™. From now
on, we call u + ¢ the energy solution with Dirichlet datum f.

Solvability of (D)f(s’p means that for any given data there exists a
solution. Compatible solvability means that the energy solution is a
solution if the data is also in H”*2. This notion of (compatible) solv-
ability differs from parts of the literature in that we do not require an
a priori estimates for solutions by the data, compare with [28, Sec-
tion 2.4]. Such estimate usually holds since a specific method was used
to construct solutions. We find it natural to separate these two as-
pects of solvability theory by using the concept of solution operators.
This notion is manufactured in a way that is amenable to interpolation,
independently of any uniqueness result.

Definition 19.5. Let s € (0,1) and p € (L., 00] satisfy !/p < 1+ %/n.
Consider X* as a (quasi-)Banach space modulo constants. A solution
operator for (D)%, , is a linear map sol : X*? — D'(R™)/C™ such

Xop
that for all f € X*? the function u := sol f satisfies
Lu =0 (in RY™),
(19.1) IVullys=re S N1l
limy ,ou(t, ) = f (in D'(R™)/C™),

where the implicit constant in the second line is independent of f. The
solution operator is compatible if it agrees on X*? N HY>? with the
solution operator for the energy class (Proposition 16.3).

Recall that a weak solution of Lu = 0 in R}Y™, is in Wlloi by definition
and of class C*((0, 00); L7 .) by Corolllary 16.9. Hence, all conditions
in our definition make sense. The second line implies that sol : X*7 —
D'(RL™)/C™ is continuous. In passing, we note that in the existence
parts of both Theorem 1.1 (Section 17.3) and Theorem 1.3 (Section 18)
we have already encountered such operators for different classes of data
without using the terminology. Proposition 16.3 provides a solution

operator for (D)%,

Lemma 19.6. Let s € (0,1) and p € (1., 00| satisfy Y/p < 1 + /n.
If there is a (compatible) solution operator for (D)g,,,, then (D)%, is
(compatibly) solvable.

Proof. For solvability we do not consider X*? modulo constants. Given

f € X*P, the assumption yields a solution u to (19.1). Now, u has a
non-tangential trace uy and the Cesaro means of u(t, ) converge to ug
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in D" as t — 0, see Proposition A.8. Thus, f = ug+ ¢ for some ¢ € C™
and u + c is a solution to (D)%,  with data f.

X ‘
If the solution operator is compatible and f also belongs to H7*2,
then u + ¢ is the energy solution, see Remark 19.4. U

We shall now construct solution operators in a series of results, en-
larging the range of boundary spaces step by step.
We begin with exponents in the blue and gray identification regions

from the previous section. Note that the H? regularity problem (R)If

does not fit into the scheme of problems (D)ﬁs’p because of the miss-
ing square function control for Vu. Hence, no interpolation argument
between the existence parts of Theorem 1.1 and 1.2 can help us here.
Instead, we rely on the first-order theory and adapted Hardy spaces as

in Section 17.

Proposition 19.7. Suppose that (1/p, s) is contained in the interior of
the colored region described in Figure 10 and Figure 13 in the partic-
ular case p_(L*) < 1. Then (D)%, is solvable. There is a compati-
ble solution operator that assigns to each [ € X*P q solution of class
Co ([0, 00); X*P) N C>((0, 00); X*P) with u(0,-) = f and comparability

v = || £

sup [u(t, )| cor = [IVullye v
>0

Proof. In view of Lemma 19.6 it suffices to construct the solution op-
erator. We first consider f € X*? "' W2, In this case, we set of course
u(t,z) = e L7 ().

Step 1: Regularity and the first comparability. Since we have X7 =
X*PNL? with equivalent p-quasinorms, the regularity for v and the first
comparability immediately follow from the bounded H*-calculus and
the semigroup properties on X7”, see Section 8.2. This argument also
yields quantitative bounds for |[t*/20,u(t, -)||xs» that will be needed to

carry the C®-property over to general data f € X*? in Step 4.

Step 2: The second comparability when p < 2. By means of the inter-
twining property we find

IVl = | L2 fllyamin + Vo f]
11/ MY/
~ [[ELM 267 Fllyen + e MV, f|
= [|¢(t*L) |

stl,p

stl,p
yor + V(P M)V, f]
and the auxiliary functions are of class ¢ € ‘~Il‘1"/°2 and ¢ € V. They

ys—1,p

are admissible for defining X7 and X%ﬂil’p , Tespectively, since we have
p <2 and s < 1. Hence, we can continue with

>~ [ fllssr + 11 Ve f]

~ [ fllseg e

xsZhP
M
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= | fllxers

where we used Figure 7 in the second step.

Step 3: The second comparability when p > 2. In this case we are in
the gray identification region. We know from Figure 11 (or Figure 12)
that we can identify X3 .7 = X5 " and therefore the Cauchy char-
acterization of adapted spaces in [3, Thm. 5.26] and [3, Rem. 5.28]
yields

(192) |l P8 1. (DB)g]

X;Lp (g € R(DB))

yorio 2 |g]

-] -on[])

As for the right-hand side in (19.2), Figure 6 yields HgHX%—Lp ~ | fllsor-
Next, we use the identity 2(1c+(2)) = 1 + V#*/> to write
0

—af|
V.f 0
The intertwining relation and the similarity of L and L lead to

e L2 ¢ B —aLV2e tLf _ |adwu
ety T et B | V|

We pick

—Zl/Qaf

+ [DB] v, f

2(1c+(DB)g) = [

2¢7 PN (DB)g = [

T

Thus, the left-hand side in (19.2) is comparable to ||Vu(lys-1.s.

Step 4: FExtension to a solution operator. By the same density argu-
ment as for the regularity problem in Section 17.3 when p > n, we
can construct for general f € X*P a weak solution to Lu = 0 in R
that has all the properties stated in the proposition. The construction
depends linearly on the data and since u(t,-) — f in X** C D'/C™,
we see that u solves (19.1). This means that we have constructed a
compatible solution operator. O

If p(L) < oo, then the (existence part of) Theorem 1.1 contains

existence of the Dirichlet problem (D)g in a range of exponents that

exceeds the identification region for H%p by up to one Sobolev conju-
gate. This leads to the following improvement of the previous result in
that case.

Proposition 19.8. Suppose that p, (L) < co. If (/p, s) is contained in
the interior of the colored region in Figure 15, then there is a compatible

solution operator for (D)f-@,p. In particular, the problem is compatibly
solvable.
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FIGURE 15. Extended region for compatible solvability
of (D)%, when py(L) < oo. Recall that p, (L)* = oo if
p+(L) = n.

Proof. The blue and gray regions have been treated in Proposition 19.7.
We need to add the red triangle to the picture. It suffices to show for
any Py := (1/po, 0) with p, (L) < pg < p4(L)* (bottom red segment) and
any P; = (1/p1,s1) in the interior of the gray region that a compati-
ble solution operator exists for all points on the open segment FyP;.
Compatible solvability then follows by Lemma 19.6.

We argue by interpolation and consider the data classes as Banach
spaces embedded into D’'/C™. In Section 17.3 we have established
existence of a solution with the properties (i) and (iv) of Theorem 1.1.
This furnishes a continuous linear solution operator soly : H*P* —
D'(RY™)/C™ such that u = soly f solves

Lu=0 (in RYT™),
IVullp-1e0 S 1 flli0.70
limy o u(t,") = f (in D'(R™)/C™),

whereas Proposition 19.7 furnishes a continuous linear solution opera-
tor sol; : H**P* — D/(R1*")/C™ such that u = sol; f solves

Lu=0 (in RY™),
IVulp-ro0 S [ fllgoren s
limy o u(t, ) = f (in D'(R™)/C™).

Since both operators produce compatible solutions, the universal ap-
proximation technique implies that they coincide on H%P° N H'#!,
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Hence, we have a well-defined continuous linear operator
sol : HO 4 11 — D/(R™) /C

such that u = sol f solves Lu = 0 in R and satisfies u(t,-) — f as
t— 0in D'/C™.

Pick any point (1/p, s) on the open segment P,P;. Since the real and
complex interpolation spaces of an interpolation couple continuously
embed into the sum space, we obtain that sol : X** — D'(RY™)/C™
is continuous. The map sol and the continuous solution map for en-
ergy solutions from Proposition 16.3 agree on X*? N HY*? N H*"?! and
hence on X*? N H”7*2. Since the maps Vsol : H*? — T7LPo gpd
Vsol : H'Pt — T*171P0 are bounded, we obtain by real and complex
interpolation that Vsol : X*” — Y*~'? is bounded. This means that

we have constructed a solution operator for (D)fiw' 0

In the case p, (L) > n we can go one step further and study endpoint
problems (D)f-(am for 0 < o < 1 —7/p,(r). We have B** = A® with
equivalent norms, so that (D)%, .. is a third way of posing a Dirichlet
problem with Holder continuous data. The other endpoint problem
uses the data space H** = BMO?, which is continuously embedded
into A% and carries the equivalent norm (2.9). The upshot is that,
given f € X%, the existence part of Theorem 1.3 already shows that
u defined in (18.1) is a compatible solution that converges to f at
the boundary in the non-tangential sense. The following addendum
guarantees that this solution also solves the new endpoint problem and

that (18.1) defines a compatible solution operator to (D)fqa,w )

Proposition 19.9. Suppose that py(L) > n and that 0 < a < 1 —
"/py(L). Then the Dirichlet problem (D)%, .. is compatibly solvable.
More precisely, given f € X*%, the same solution u that was defined

in (18.1) and solves (D)5, and (5)%, also solves (D)% .. and satisfies

Vullye-ree = [ f]lxace-

Remark 19.10. Combining the existence part of Theorem 1.3 with
Proposition 19.9 yields comparability

IVullp-rome = |Ca(tVU) oo = [W(H V)|l = |Vt a1,

whenever u is a solution to (D);.. A simple comparison of the two
functionals shows that estimate ‘>’ holds for any L; -function F in
place of Vu. The converse is a special property of weak solutions to

Lu = 0.

Remark 19.11. If p_ (L) < 1 and a < n(!/p-(1%) — 1), then u is given
by a weak*-continuous semigroup on A® as the dual of H?, o« = n(1/p —
1), see Lemma 18.7. In essence, this followed from the identification

H?, = (a*)"'(H’NL?). By interpolation one can obtain a subregion
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of the red region where the (unique) solution to (D)%, is given by a
Co-semigroup.

An analogous result for BMO® would require boundedness of the
Poisson semigroup for L on (a*)~'(H™*' N L?), which we do not know
when o > 0. One can use the first-order approach to obtain the semi-
group property of the solution to (D)ﬁam for 0 < a < 6, where 0
appears in Figure 3 or equivalently as the upper endpoint of the verti-
cal boundary segment of the gray region in Figure 13. The semigroup
property for 6 < a < n(!/p_(z#) — 1) is unclear. These observations will

not be needed in the further course, so we do not detail them.

P

Proof of Proposition 19.9. We fix (a representative for) f € X and
let u be the solution to both (D)%, and (D)%, defined in (18.1). Since
we are working within the same or even a smaller class of boundary
data, we have at our disposal all properties for u from Section 18 and
only at distinguished places we have to intervene in order to obtain the
additional features that we claimed above. More precisely, we have to
modify Part 3 for the upper bound of ||Vul|ya-1. and Part 5 for the

converse.

Modification of Part 3: The bound ‘<’ In the case X = B it suffices
to combine the observation from Remark 19.10 and the existence part
of Theorem 1.3 in order to obtain

IVullge-ree S NC(tEVU) oo S [1f]] 40

We turn to the case X = H. We have to prove that for all cubes
@ C R" of sidelength ¢ we have

¢ W dyds 12
s (| [ ) Sl

S

From now on @ is fixed. Since both sides stay the same under adding
constants to v and f, we can assume (f)g = 0.

In contrast to Section 18 we use a smooth resolution for f in order
to represent u. We let (7;); be a smooth partition of unity on R"
subordinate to the sets Dy := 4Q and D; :== 2771Q\ 2771Q), j > 2, such
that [|7;]leo + 270(Q)||Vanjlle < C for a dimensional constant C'. For
7 > 1 we introduce

_ar1/2
fi=nf, wut,-)=e tL fi-

The main difficulty is to handle the local term for j = 1. For the
moment, let us take for granted the estimate

(19.4) 11l S QI Ifxi0e-
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This is where the smoothness of 7, is needed and we include the argu-
ment at the end. Thus, it suffices to prove the local bound

¢
dyds
(19.5) / / P L= A S AL
o Jg S

In doing so, we can work under the qualitative assumption f; € wh?
which can be removed afterwards via density of W% in H*? 0 L? and
Fatou’s lemma. We use the intertwining property to write

deagl/2,—sL'/? -« 2
- _ | —sTL e fil S ¢(5£)f1
s "Vuy(s,y) = [ Slfaefleﬂvxfl ] o Llo‘lp(s2M)fo1

where ¢ € U9 U2 and ¢ € U°. These auxiliary functions are admissible

for H%Q and Ha 12 respectively. Hence, we get as required

//|81 Ty 2 dyds //RH” { sTP(s’L) fi }

1— a,l?Z) 2M)V fl
~ (| fillZes + Ve fillZa-ia
L M

~ | fill2g

~ || fillfee

where the third step is due to Figure 7 and the final step uses that
(1/2, ) belongs to the identification region of Figure 10.

For the non-local terms with 7 > 2 we can now follow Steps 2 and 3
verbatim, the only modification being that we multiply the Caccioppoli
estimate (18.8) by ¢~2* before summing. This leads to (18.9) with
the local bound (% f|| 4~ replaced by || f||gyoe and additional powers
s72% in each of the off-diagonal pieces, so that the power £* in (18.10)
disappears. Thus, we control the sum of the off-diagonal pieces by
1130 S 1 llmsson-

The proof is complete modulo the argument for (19.4) that we give
now. By translation we can assume that ) is centered at the origin. A
classical argument using the Fourier transform of f; € L? yields

|f1(y (=)
Hfl”Haz—/ /n 1\y—z\”+2a dzdy = I,

see for example |26, Prop. 1.3.7]. According to (2.9) it suffices to prove

I < A, where
‘2
dzdy.
/ /Q |y—2|"+2a oY
By symmetry, we have

|f1(y) — fi(2)]?
[ = dzdy.
2//|y>| | \y—z|"+2“ -

2 dyds

S
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We write the numerator as 7y (y)(f(2)— f(y))+ f(2)(m(z)—m(y)). The
first term vanishes unless y € 4Q) and in that case z € 4Q) follows from
ly| > |z|. Hence, the integral of this part is controlled by A. Likewise,

€ ¢(4Q) implies y € (4Q)) and the second term vanishes. Altogether,

we obtain
2
I < A+/ / AP m(z +2771(y)\ dzdy.
nJ4 |y — z[t2e
where we bound |n;(z) —n;(y)| via the mean value theorem if |x —y| <

¢(Q) and in L*°-norm 1f not in order to get

/ / )|2 dydz
ly—z]<0(Q |y_z|n+2a 2

2
+402/ / |f( ) dydz
_ n+2a
i@ Jy—slzuq@ [y — 2"

2)|? dz

2

dy| dz

< A

We used (f)o = 0 in the second to last step and Jensen’s inequality
and |y — z| < ¢(Q) in the final step.

Modification of Part 5: The bound ‘2. We fix g € C3° with [g, gdz =
0 and consider the extended L*-duality pairing (f, g). We use the same
notation as in Part 5 of Section 18. The only difference in the argument
appears in Step 5, where we have to handle

_dtd
(19.6) // V- |6V, T4
R}:’n t

by a duality. The argument is repeated twice in Step 6 for t-derivatives
of u. The control of these integrals determines the bound for |(f, g)|.
We recall from (18.27) the notation

g = weoBa) [3].

where ¢ € \I/%B+1 with > n/2 4+ 2 and DBy correspond to H =
—(a*)"'A, in the same way as DB corresponds to L. In Section 18
we have interpreted (19.6) as a T%°%® —T¢ duality pairing, where o €
(14, 1] is such that o = n(1/o — 1), in order to bring C,(tVu) into play.

Now, we use the Y®™ — Y ™! pairing, see Sections 2.2 and 2.3, in
order to give

. dtdz -
// ] - 16V.5] 9T < 1l yomne [V, 5]y
R_l':f’n t

2
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Since 5 > /2 + 2, the function v is admissible for defining XB%’;. We
have p_(H) = 1, and ¢ (H) = oo (Corollary 6.10) and consequently
the identification region for DBy in Figure 11 contains the full open
segment that joins (1,—1) to (1,0), see also Figure 14. In particular,
Xl_)%’}ll — X" and together with Figure 6 we obtain

[tV 2]y -en ~ H {g]

2 gl
XpBy
Thus, we control (19.6) by ||[Vul|ya-1.x||g||x-a1 and we conclude for all
g € CF with [;, gdz = 0 that

(£, 9)] S IV ullyerllglar.

These ¢ form a dense subclass of X~®'. There are probably many ways

to see this — one is to use the smooth atomic decomposition for X~*
in [46, Thm. 5.11 & 5.18]. By duality, we obtain the lower bound

£ llgace S NVorflyo-ree. 0

Let us come back to Figure 15 but for py (L) > n, so that the left
lower vertex of the red triangle is situated at the origin. Proposi-
tion 19.9 allows us to add a segment on the line 1/p = 0 and we can try
to interpolate again to enlarge the region for compatible solvability as
illustrated in Figure 16. This is the content of the final result in this
section.

Proposition 19.12. Suppose that p, (L) > n. If (I/p, s) is contained in
the interior of the colored region in Figure 16, then there is a compatible
solution operator for (D)f(p In particular, the problem is compatibly
solvable.

Proof. As before, it suffices to construct the compatible solution op-
erator. In view of Proposition 19.8 it remains to consider points in
the interior of the triangle ORX and on the open segment OR. Our
starting point is that by Proposition 19.9 there is a compatible so-
lution operator for the problems corresponding to the open segment
OX and that the constructed solution has all the properties listed in
Theorem 1.3.

Fix any P = (0,a) € OX. At E = (1/2,1/2) the corresponding
problem is the Dirichlet problem for the energy class and we have
the solution operator solp : X7/*? — D/(RL™)/C™ from Proposi-
tion 16.3, which is compatible with the solution operator solp : X% —
D'(RLT™)/C™ at P. Hence, we obtain a well-defined linear operator

sol : X¥® 4 X/»2 D'(RT")/CM

such that u = sol f solves Lu = 0 in RY™ and satisfies u(t, ) —
fast — 0in D'(R")/C™. This time the compatibility with solg
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FIGURE 16. Extended region for compatible solvabil-
ity if p,(L) > n via a two-step interpolation argu-
ment. The picture is up to scale when py (L) < oco. If
p+(L) = 0o, then red region becomes the triangle ORX
with X = (0,1). If furthermore p_(L*) < 1, then parts
of the red region also belong to the extended gray iden-
tification region of Figure 13. This special situation has
already been showcased in Figure 3 in the introduction,
where on the bottom line also the exponents ‘beyond in-
finity’ corresponding to (D)ﬁa appear.

already holds by construction and no density argument is needed. Real
and complex interpolation of the mapping properties at the endpoints
yields that V sol : X* — Y*~1* is hounded provided (1/p, 5) belongs to
the open segment PE. This yields the required solution operator for
(D)%., and we can add the interior of the triangle OEX in Figure 16
to the region of compatible solvability.

Now that we have successfully moved away from the line 1/p = 0 of
infinite exponents, we can repeat the argument in the proof of Propo-
sition 19.8 once more for any F, in the interior of OFE X and any P; in
the interior of the gray region. In particular, we reach any point in the
interior of ORX and on the open segment OR. U

20. SINGLE LAYER OPERATORS FOR £ AND ESTIMATES FOR L~!

This section is needed to prepare the next section on uniqueness. We
consider the divergence form operator

Lu = —div AVu = —0;(adyu) — div, dV u
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on R, Tt is of the same class as aL in (3.5) but in one dimension
higher. Hence, £ is defined on W»?(R'*") via the Lax-Milgram lemma
and invertible onto W~12(R'"). Tt turns out that the inverse £~ on
particular test functions can explicitly be constructed using abstract
single layer operators SF. All this relies on the fundamental observation
of Rosén [83] that what is called single layer potential in the classical
context of elliptic operators with real coefficients can abstractly be
defined using the H*-calculus for the perturbed Dirac operator DB
in (3.2). Here, we cite the equivalent formulation from [11], which is
somewhat closer to our terminology.

We define the conormal gradient V 4 = [a0,,V,]". For all f € L?
and t > 0 there is a unique distribution (up to a constant) that we
denote by S* f such that

(

+e"PB1c4 (DB) if t > 0,
(20.1) VaSES =

—e 'PB1._(DB) / if t < 0.

\

Note that [f,0]T € H = R(D) = R(DB) so that the right-hand side
is defined in the same space via the bounded H*-calculus. Then, we
have the following result.

Proposition 20.1 ([11, Prop. 4.5|). Assume G = div, G* with G €
CP (R, C™). Let H = L7Y(0;,G). Then H is given for all t € R as
an L%-valued Bochner integral

H(t,) = /Ratsf_sé(s, ) ds.

The reader may be surprised that the representation by convolution
with the single layer is not a singular integral. This is due to a hidden
integration by parts because we represent H = L£7(9;G) and not
L7Y(G), see [11, Rem. 4.6]. We also note that 9,G & WL2(RU™)
because it is a test function with integral zero and hence defines a
tempered distribution modulo constants.

For our purpose it will be more convenient to write the single layer
operators in terms of the second-order operator L. This is the content

of the following proposition.

Proposition 20.2. Lett € Rt # 0 and f € L®. Then

0S¢ = 5 sen(t)e (a7 )
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Proof. We have [2] = V22 = 42 in the complex half-planes z € C..
Hence, we can write the i-component of (20.1) as
(
<e—lﬂDB}1C+(DB) ) if ¢ > 0,
4
(20.2)  ad,SFf :=sgn(t)

<elt[DBuC_(DB) / ) it <0.
€

\

If [g., g, is in the range of [DB], then the functional calculus on R(D)
translates the identity of functions 1c+(z) = Y/2(1 £ #/v2?) into

g.
g

-gL- [ 0 div, d| (Z)*lﬂgL
+ —1 A\ —-1/2
9i |—Vea 0 | [(M)~2g,
_1{le + div, d(ZT/[/)—l/Qg”
El __vxL_l/Qa_lgL_ ’

1((:i (DB)

(20.3) =

compare with the matrix representations in (3.2) and (3.4). We set
g, = 0 and apply the [DB] semigroup to give

1 71/2 1 _ /2 _
<e—|t[DB}1ci(DB) |:90L:| ) _ ée—mL / g, = éae EATE g,

L

This identity extends to general f € L? in place of g, since L has dense
range in L? and the claim follows from (20.2). O

Combining the previous two results gives us the following represen-
tation.

Corollary 20.3. Assume G = 0, div, G* with G* € CJ°(R*™;C™)
and set G = div, G*. Let H = L7Y(G). Then for allt € R, H(t,-) is
given as an L*-valued Bochner integral by

(20.4) H(t,") = %/ngn(t - s)e"t’s‘Ll/Q(a’lé(s, 1)) ds.

As the formula for H only uses the Poisson semigroup, we can use
the range where the semigroup enjoys LP-estimates. This leads to ad-
ditional estimates as compared to [11] in the non-block case.

Lemma 20.4. Let G, H be as in the corollary above and suppose in
addition that supp G* C [/, ] x R™ for some 3 > 1. Let h := H(0,-).
Then if r € (p—(L) V 1,p(L)), there is some v > 0 such that for all
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t>0,
IH(t, ) —e 7 h)l, StAt™

(20.5) o
10,(H (t,-) — e ™), STAL.

If, in addition, p_(L*) < 1, then this also holds for r = cc.

Proof. We remark that a G (s,-) belongs to any Li-space, uniformly
in s € [1/s, f]. We will choose ¢ at our convenience.

We treat the case r < oo first. For the exponent r we have at hand
the estimates for the Poisson semigroup from Proposition 12.5 and the
H*-calculus on L" N L2, see Theorem 10.1.

Step 1. We begin with the estimate for H — e~*£""*, using (20.4). For
0 <t < 1/48, we have

H(t,)—e P p
1 ﬁ L1/2 L1/2 15
=3 (e e ) G )
]
Writing
(20.6) <€7(37t)L1/2 — e7(5+t)L1/2) _ o (s—2t)LV/? (eftLl/2 _ 673tL1/2>’

the operator on the far right is L"-bounded with bound Ct by the
H-calculus and the operator to its left is L"-bounded, uniformly.
For Y/ap < t < 4/, we see that

H(t,)—e"h

20.7 1 [P ~
»0 . 5/ (sen(t = s)e " IE2 4 om RO (071G, ) dis,
1/ﬁ
and we get a uniform L"-bound.
Finally for t > 43, we have

(20.8)
H(t, ) —e

B
_ 1/ (ei(tis)Ll/Q " e,(s+t)L1/2> (aflé(& 1)) ds,
2 /8

B
_ % / o 1P (g @ o @RI (071G (s, )) ds
1/5

We pick any ¢ € (p—(L) vV 1,r). In the last line, the operator in brack-
ets is L%-bounded, uniformly, and the operator to its left is LY —L"-
bounded with norm controlled by ¢t~"/4t"/" We use then that a~*G(s, -)
belongs to L%, uniformly.
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Step 2. We turn to estimates for 9,(H — e£"*h) on differentiating
(20.4). For t > 4 we have

O(H(t,) — e D)

B
= —% / LY/? (e’(t*S)Ll/2 + e*(SH)LW) (a—lé@’ 1)) ds.
1//3

We expand the kernel as
L/? <e—(t—s>L” g e—(8+t)L1/2)

_ (ef(%fB)LW) < Ll/zef(gfﬂ)ﬂ/Q) <ef(2ﬁfs)L1/2 i ef(zms)L”?)

and pick again any ¢ € (p_(L) V 1,7). On the right-hand side the
third operator is uniformly L?bounded, the second one is L-bounded
with bound controlled by ¢t~ and the first one is L? — L"-bounded with
bound controlled by ¢~"/9*"/" We use then that a~*G(s, ) belongs to
LY, uniformly:.

For 0 < t < 48 we need a uniform L"-bound. We are integrating
over the singularity at ¢ = s in the second line of (20.4) but using the
convolution structure in the first line of (20.4), we can compute with

G = 8,G,
O(H(t,) —e D)

1 g —|t—s|LY/2/ —1
(20.9) =3 / sgn(t — s)e (a=G(s,-))ds
: "
1 A 1/2 ~
— 5/ LY 2e=HOL7 (071G (s, ) ds.
1/5

The operators inside the integrals are L"-bounded, uniformly for s,¢ in
the prescribed range.

Finally, we establish the L°°-bounds under the additional assumption
p_(L¥) < 1. This implies p, (L) = co by duality and similarity.

Step 3. We modify Step 1 as follows.

If t < 1/ag, then we pick any r € (p_(L) V1, 00) and on the left-hand
side of (20.6) we use the L” — L®-bound for e~ (=205 'gee Proposition
12.5.(iii), which is uniform in s and ¢ since s — 2t € [/28, 3].

If 145 < t < 40, then the operator inside the integral in (20.7) is
L¢ — L*®-bounded with norm controlled by |s — #|™/%. Since p, (L) =
00, we can pick ¢ > n and this bound becomes integrable on [1/3, f].
Then we use that a*G(s, -) belongs to L%, uniformly.

Likewise, if ¢ > 43, then e-(t=20L"% iy (20.8) is L? — L*-bounded
with norm controlled by ¢t~"/9.

Step 4. We modify Step 2 as follows.
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If t > 45, then thanks to Proposition 12.5.(iii) the same argument
as before applies with r = oc.

If 0 < ¢t < 40, then the operator inside the first integral in (20.9)
is L? — L*®-bounded with norm controlled by |s — #|~™/% and choosing
q > n gives an integrable singularity. In the second integral we write

V20— (sHOLY2 _ —(5+5)L/? <L1/2e—(§+§)L1/2).

The operator on the far right is L%bounded and the one to its left is
L? — L**-bounded, both with uniform bounds since s/2+1t/2 € [1/2, 55/2].
O

21. UNIQUENESS IN REGULARITY AND DIRICHLET PROBLEMS

This section complements Section 17, 18 and 19. We shall prove the
uniqueness parts in Theorems 1.1, 1.2, 1.3 and 1.4.

In [11], we developed a strategy to prove uniqueness for elliptic sys-
tems without regularity assumptions and with coefficients not neces-
sarily in block form. We streamline the strategy in the case of the
block system Lu = 0 to obtain uniqueness of solutions in much greater
generality:.

21.1. Review of the strategy of proof of uniqueness. Through-
out, we denote by (-,-) the sesquilinear duality pairing between distri-
butions and test functions in R?". Since we are dealing with a linear
equation, it suffices to assume that u solves one of
(R)y> (D)5 (D)5 (D) (D)5
with boundary data 0 and show that this forces u to vanish almost
everywhere.
It begins with the following lemma in order to restrict the class of
necessary testing conditions for u. The possible combinations of an

interior control with a boundary limit cover all cases that can occur in
our BVPs.

Lemma 21.1. Let u be a weak solution to Lu = —div AVu = 0 on
RI™. Let a € [0,1) and p € (0,00). Assume one of the interior
controls

S(tt*Vu) € LP

Nﬁ,a (’LL) e L™

C,(tVu) € L™
C(](lfliaVU) e L™

o N.(u) e L?
o N.(Vu) e L?
o W(t'"*Vu) e LP

and one of the boundary limits

(21.1) lim lu(s,y)|dsdy =0 (a.e. x € R"),
t—0 W(t,:l?)
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2t
(21.2) lim £ |u(s,-)|ds=0 (in L} .).
t—0 t/2
If (u,G) = 0 for all test functions of the form G = 0,div, G* with
G*F € CP(RI™;,C™), then u = 0 almost everywhere.

Proof. We have (V,0;u, G*) = 0, where G* is an arbitrary test function
in RL*". Hence, dyu € Lj . is independent of z and we obtain

u(t, z) = g(t) + f(x)
with f € L. and g : (0,00) — C™ smooth (Corollary 16.9). If (21.1)

loc
holds, then we write

2t
f o amasty=f gt £ fway

where in the limit as ¢ — 0 the left-hand side tends to 0 for a.e. x € R"
by assumption and the second term on the right-hand side tends to
f(z) by Lebesgue’s differentiation theorem. Hence, fjl; g(s)ds has a
limit as ¢ — 0 that we call § € C™ and we have f(z) = —f almost
everywhere. The same conclusion holds under the assumption (21.2)

since then
2t 2t
Foutsds= £ gloyds+ 1)
t/2 t/2

tends to 0 in L, as t — 0.

So far we know that u(t,z) = g(t) — . The equation for u yields
ad?g = Lu = 0. Consequently, g is a linear function. By definition of
B we get g(t) =yt + S for some v € C™ and therefore u(t, x) = ~vt. If
~v # 0, then we get for all x € R™ and all ¢ > 0 that

o S(t'™*Vu)(x) = 0

o N.(u)(z) = o0 o Nﬁa(u)(x) =00
o N.(Vu)(z) = || o C,(tVu)(z) = o0
o W(t'=oVu)(t,z) = t'=|5| o Co(t'*Vu)(z) = o0
and none of the interior controls is satisfied. Thus, v = 0. U
Now, let u be a solution to Lu = —divAVu = 0 on R?". We

take G as above. To compute (u, G), we then pick a second function
0, compactly supported in R}ﬁ", real-valued, Lipschitz continuous and
equal to 1 on the support of G. Finally, we let H := (£*)"'G, which is
a weak solution to the adjoint equation
L°H=-divA*VH =G (on R'™™).
As uf is a test function for this equation, we have
(u,G) = (ub, G) = (AV (ub), VH).
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Next,
(AV(ub),VH)
= (A(u® V0),VH) + (A(0Vu),VH)
= (A(u®@ VO),VH) — (AVu, H ® V) + (AVu,V(6H)),

and the last term vanishes because 0H is a test function for Lu = 0.
Our notation V(uf) = u ® V6O 4+ 0Vu is as predicted by the product
rule.

We let h := H(0,-) € L? (see Corollary 20.3) and take

(21.3) Hi(t,z) = e’t(m)mh(:c),

where we recall that Lf corresponds to £* in the same way as L cor-
responds to £. In particular, H; a solution to the adjoint problem
L*H; = 0 on R}f" with boundary condition h, see Proposition 16.4.
We can apply the same decomposition to (AV(uf), VH;) and remark
that this term vanishes since u# is a test function for £*H; = 0. Hence,
we obtain

(21.4) (u, G = (A(u® V), V(H — H,)) — (AVu, (H — H,) @ V).

We remark that v and H — H; vanish at the boundary. In fact, the
reason to introduce H; is to help convergence near the boundary.

Lemma 21.1 implies the following reformulation of uniqueness in the
four BVPs.

Proposition 21.2. Suppose that u solves one of the problems (R)If,

(D)5, (D)5a (5);, (D)%, with boundary data f = 0. If the right
hand side of (21.4) converges to 0 as 6 — 1 everywhere on RY™", then

u = 0 almost everywhere.

We prepare the limit procedure by picking 6 in a more explicit way.
For the rest of the section the following parameters will be used:

e G € CPRI™ C™) with support in [/s, 3] x
B(0,8) C RY™ and G = 4, div, G¥,
o x € C°(R™ R) with 15,1y < x < 1p(02),
e 1) the continuous piecewise linear function, which is
(21.5) equal to 0 on [0, 2], equal to 1 on [2,00), and linear in
between,
e M >8F and 0 < ¢ < /48 and 85 < R < oo to finally

" @O )

We also use the block structure of A to write

aud,f adyu }

Alu® V6) = [d(u ® ng)} , AVu= szxu
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Due to the explicit form of #, we obtain for the first term on the right
hand side of (21.4) that

(21.6) [(A(u® V0),V(H — Hi))| S Imer + Jen + Jrm,
with
1 3R/2
QL7 Iyep— M/ / [V (H — H)| dsdy
M<|y|<2M J2e/3
and
37/2
(21.8) Jrn = / ][ |u||0,(H — Hy)| dsdy.
ly|<2M J27/3
For the second term, we have
(21.9) (AVu, (H — H) @ VO)| < Tnjer + Jons + Jrar,
with
- 1 3R/2
(21.10) Inepi=— / |V,ul||H — Hy| dsdy
M Jr<pyi<am Joess
and
. 37/2
(21.11) ESVRES / ][ |Oyu||H — Hy| dsdy.
ly|<2M J271/3

Implicit constants depend only on dimensions and ellipticity. The way
how the parameters M, R tend to oo and ¢ tend to 0 will be specified
to make the terms on the right of (21.6) and (21.9) tend to 0.

21.2. Uniqueness for (R)g — conclusion of the proof of Theo-
rem 1.2. We shall obtain uniqueness of solutions to (R)If in the range

p— (L)« V1. <p<pi(L).
By Theorem 6.2 we have ¢, (L) < p,(L), so that this is even a larger
range than for existence of a solution in Theorem 1.2. We assume the

interior control N*(Vu) € L and the convergence at the boundary
(21.1) for almost every x. Then we distinguish two cases:

e (p-(L)V1)<p<(p-(L)V1),
o (p—(L)V1) <p<ps(L).

Case 1: p_(L). V1, <p < (p—(L)V1). Toimplement the strat-
egy in Section 21.1, we begin with the following lemma.

Lemma 21.3. If 0 < p < r < 2, then for any weak solution u to
Lu=0 on RY™,

1
ran(Z— dt(ilf B ~
(21.12) <//R1+n|vu\ G0 . ) <INV,
+
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Moreover, if (21.1) holds, then

e dtdz\ T~
(21.13) (//R+ | "G T) SNVl
+

Proof. The first inequality is due to Lemma A.3 applied to F' = |Vu].
For the second inequality, Proposition A.5.(iii) yields ||N*1(u/t)||p S
N, (Vu)l|,, where N, ; is a non-tangential maximal function that uses
L'-averages instead of L%-averages. But as u is a weak solution to
Lu = 0, it satisfies reverse Holder inequalities. Hence, ||N,(4/0)]l, <
N, (V)| »» Where we also used a change of parameters in non-tangential
maximal functions (Lemma A.1). Applying Lemma A.3 to F = u/;
concludes the proof. O

We fix an exponent r such that (p_(L) V1) < r < 2. Then the
assumption p < rin Lemma 21.3 holds automatically and we have 2 <
7" < py(LF) by duality and similarity. Next, we recall that H,(¢t,-) =
e—tILHY? h, where h is the trace of H at t = 0. We have at our disposal
the estimates of Lemma 20.4 with L* replacing L. In particular, we

obtain for some v > 0 and all t > 0,
IH(t,-) — Hi(t, )| StALT,
10 (H(t,-) — Hy(t,)[l» STALT.
We come to taking limits in (21.6) and (21.9). We shall send M — oo

for €, R fixed and then send ¢ — 0 and R — oo. We start with the
terms on the right hand side of (21.6).

(21.14)

The term I p. We can bound M1y . g by a finite number (depending
on g, R) of integrals

37/2
Ko ::/ ||V (H — Hy)|dsdy (= <7 < R)
ly|>M J271/3

and it suffices to bound each of them uniformly for M large, say M >
10R.

Because we do not have global bounds on V,(H — H;), we argue as
follows. We let w(r, z) = (27/3,37/2) x B(x,7/2) denote slightly smaller
Whitney boxes and use an averaging trick to give

Ko 5/ (]5[ |u||TV$(H—H1)|) dz
|z|>M/2 w(T,z)
; !
5/ (]é[ |u|2) (]5[ |TV$(H—H1)|2) dz
|z|>M/2 w(T,z) w(T,z)
1
5/ (ﬁ[ |u|r) (# |H—H1\’"'> dz.
lx|>M/2 W (r,x) W (r,x)

U=
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where for the last line we used reverse Holder estimates for v and the
Caccioppoli estimate followed by Holder’s inequality for H — Hy, which
is a weak solution to L*(H —H;) = 0 in a neighborhood of each W (7, z).
Indeed, £*(H — Hy) = G on RI" but as W(r,z) C {(t,y) : |y| > 4R},
all Whitney boxes are outside the support of G, see (21.5). By Holder’s
inequality in x, we have

1
o

Kim S </ ]§[ |u|rdydtdx> </ ]§[ |H — Hy|" dydtdx)r
n W(T{L’ n W(T{L’

4
7

dydt z
< Jul" 2 ) <][ / |H — Hy|" dydt)
/2 R™ /2 JR®

S TGNV (r AT

AN

using (21.13) and (21.14). Summing up in 7, we conclude M1y . p <

| No(Vu)]|, with an implicit constant that depends on €, R but not on
M. Thus, Ipre. g — 0 in the limit as M — oo.

The term J. pr. When M — oo, we have to take the dz-integral on all
of R™ and we can use Holder’s inequality directly to obtain a bound
for the limit by

L
7

36/2 35/2 , r
<][ / lu|” dydt) <][ |0,(H — Hy)|" dydt)
2e¢/3 2¢/3 JR™
) 3e/2
Sgln(pr)</ |U| t *71 dydt)
2¢/3 JR™ t

using the estimate (21.14) when e < 1. At this point we have to discuss
the choice of r.

In dimension n > 2 we set r := p*. In order to see that this choice is
admissible, we first note that Proposition 6.7 yields (p_(L) vV 1) < 2,
and therefore » < 2 follows from the upper bound on p. Likewise, the
lower bound on p implies » > (p_(L) V 1). For this choice of r the
exponent of € in (21.15) vanishes and we conclude from (21.13) that
the remaining integral converges to 0 as ¢ — 0.

In dimension n = 1 we have 1* = co and hence we must argue differ-
ently. Proposition 6.7 yield p_(L) = 1/2 = 1,. Hence, our assumption
on pis 1/2 < p <1 and this allows us to pick r > 1 sufficiently close to
1 such that 1/» > 1/ — 1. Consequently, the exponent for ¢ in (21.15)
is non-negative and we conclude as before.

(21.15)
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The term Jg pr. Similarly, we have a bound for the limit as M — oo
by

1
-

3R/2 1 3R/2 / =
(][ / |u|rdydt> <][ / |0:(H — Hy)|" dydt)
2Rr/3 JR» 2Rr/3 JR»

3R/2 1
<R n(%—%H( / G0 _dydt) ,
2r/3 JRn t

using (21.14) when R > 1. Since we have r > p in any case, we get a
negative power of R in front of the integral and in view of (21.13) this
term tends to 0 as R — oc.

(21.16)

We next consider the terms on the right hand side of (21.9).

The term I, Me r- Holder’s inequality yields that M I, Me r 1s bounded

by
3R/2 3R/2
( / [tV zu|” dydt) ( /
2e/3 n 2¢/3 JR™®

Using (21.12) and (21.14), we thus obtain MTM@R < ||N*(Vu)||p with
an implicit constant that depends on €, B but not on M. Hence, we
have Iy;. g — 0 in the limit as M — oo.

1
r

dydt) '

The term j; um- We have again the following bound for the limit as
M — oo by taking the dz-integral on R"™ and using Holder’s inequality

directly:
3e/2 3e/2
(o (£
2e/3 2e/3
1 3e/2 d dt
g&l n(;** (/ / \6u|t Y )
2¢/3

where the second step is due to (21.14). The exponent for ¢ is the same
as in (21.15) and thus becomes non-negative for the same choice of r
as before. It follows from (21.12) that the remaining integral tends to
0ase—0.

1
7

dydt) '

(21.17)

The term 1737 v~ Similarly, for the limit of jR,M as M — oo, we have
the bound
1

3R/2 1 3R/2 r’ 5
<][ / [tOpu|" dydt) (][ / dydt)
2R/3 JRn 2R/3 JR"

3R/2
<R n(%—%)—v(/ |tyu|"t G- dydt) ’
2r/3 JRn t

H—H1

(21.18)
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using (21.14) when R > 1. The exponent for R is negative and in the
limit as R — oo, the right-hand side tends to 0, taking into account
(21.12). The argument is complete.

Case 2: (p_(L) V1) <p < ps(L). For this case we organize the
limit procedure differently. We set R = M and first send ¢ — 0 and
then M — oo in (21.6) and (21.9).

The interior control N,(Vu) € L” and the boundary limit (21.1) enter
the calculations in a particularly concise form via the trace estimate

]§[ u| dsdy < EN,(Vu)(z) ((t,z) € RE™)
W (t,z)

from Proposition A.5. The non-tangential maximal function N*(Vu)
has no further meaning to our argument and we can proceed without
any additional effort under the following general assumption: Besides
(21.1) we assume that there exists © € L” and « € [0, 1] such that

(21.19) Ui(z) = ]§[ |u| dsdy
W (t,z)

is controlled via
(21.20) U(z) <t*O(z) ((t,z) € RI™).

This generalization will have fruitful implications for some of the other
boundary value problems.
We begin with the terms in (21.6).

The term Je p. We let w(T, ) == (27/3,37/2) x B(x,7/2) denote slightly
smaller Whitney boxes and use an averaging trick to give

i | - ( /f ( )|u||at<H—H1>|) da

1 1
<[ () (o) a
|x|<3M w(e,x) w(e,x)
H-H
< Lo ) () 0
|z|<3M W(e,z) W (e,z) €
H—-H
- / U.(z) ( ]§[ ! dtdy) dz.
|z|<3M W(e,x)

3
The third line is the combination of Caccioppoli’s estimate and the
reverse Holder inequality for H — Hy, which solves £*(H — H;) = G on
R but W (e, z) C {(t,y) : 0 < t < 1/28} is outside the support of G,
see (21.5).
Next, we bring into play the maximal function M® restricted to balls
with radii not exceeding . The averaging trick followed by Holder’s

(21.21)
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inequality yields
2e

H-—H
T < / MEU) () ][ !
ly|<4M e/2

dtdy

L
I’y

S fwrrwro) (L") o)
$(frtran) ([ f P )
H-— H1 7

(L tron) (L )

where we have used M*(U.) < M(13(075M)U€) on B(0,4M) and the
maximal theorem in the last line.

The assumption on p implies (p_(L*) V 1) < p' < py(L*) by duality
and similarity. Thus, we may use Lemma 20.4 for H — H; with r = p/
and obtain for some v > 0 and all ¢t > 0 the bound

(21.22) IH(t, ) — Hi(t, )]y StAt.

~Y

Thus, the second integral on the right in the estimate above is uniformly
bounded in ¢ < 1 and we are left with

1
Jer S </ Ug’dy)p (e <1).
ly|<5M

According to (21.20) we have U. < © € L* for all € < 1, so that we can
use the dominated convergence theorem when passing to the limit as
e — 0. By assumption (21.1) we have U.(z) — 0 for a.e. z € R" and
Jear — 0 follows. This completes the treatment of this term.

The terms Inre v and Jy . Having sent € — 0, we have to estimate
im Iarenr + I = I + Jr,
e—0

where

3M/2
Iy = — / |u||V.(H — Hy)| dsdy
(21.23) Mm<yl<am Jo

3M/2
Iy = / ][ |u||0;(H — Hy)| dsdy.
lyl<2M J2M/3

We begin with I;. In the following we use small Whitney regions
w(r,z) = (27/3,37/2) x B(z,%7/9). Let 7; == (94)? for j € Z and let jy
be the unique integer with 7;,,_1 < M < 7;,,. Then 7;,, <9M/4 and

M

(21.24) MIy< ) K

j=—o0
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with

37/2
(21.25) K,y = / / |u||V.(H — Hy)| dsdy.
M<|y|<2M J27/3
Applying Caccioppoli and reverse Holder inequalities as usual, we ob-
tain for 7 < 9M/4 that

To justify the interior estimates for H — H; on w(r,x), we remark
that W (r,x) lies outside the support of G. Indeed, if 7 < M/4, then
ly| > M/s = RBjy > 2f for all (s,y) € W(r,x), and if 7 > M/4, then
s> M[g > [ see (21.5).

Now, we bring again the maximal functions into play and use the
averaging trick and (21.20) to give

(21.26) Koy S7° e M(O)(y) (][

T/2

2T

O

We continue by

-
Rn 7'/2
- N
57“( / @(y)pdy) (][ H— dydt)
n T7/2 JR"

ST ATTO],

where we have used Holder’s inequality in the first line, the maximal
theorem and Jensen’s inequality in the second one and (21.22) in the
third one. At this point we can go back to (21.24) and sum up the
estimates for 7 = 7; in order to obtain

MIy S (1+ MO,

By assumption we have < 1 and v > 0. Hence, M appears with
exponent smaller than 1 on the right-hand side and we conclude I; — 0
in the limit as M — oo.

For Jy; in (21.23) we can argue just as for K, py with 7 = M since we
have not used the lower bound on |y| to justify the interior estimates

1
2T I

|H — Hy|dt
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in (21.26) when 7 > M/4. This leads to

|| <3 W (M)

(21.27) 2 .
<A M<@><y>(][ \H—ledt)dy
ly|<5M T/2

and repeating the argument from (21.26) onward yields the same bound
My < (L+ MO,
As before, we conclude Jy; — 0 as M — oo.

At this point we have handled the terms in (21.6). The argument for
the terms in (21.9) is verbatim the same. Indeed, all of our estimates
concerning (21.6) have used reverse Holder estimates on v and H — H;
and the Caccioppoli inequality to replace V(H — H;) by @ in the
L*-averages. Now, we simply use Caccioppoli inequalities to replace
tVu by u and obtain the same bounds. The proof of Theorem 1.2 is
complete.

21.3. Uniqueness for (D)Tf — conclusion of the proof of The-
orem 1.1. We shall implement again the formalism of Section 21.1.
The interval of allowable exponents is p_ (L) < p < p4(L)*if p_(L) > 1
and 1 < p < p,(L)* if p_(L) < 1. Hence, we assume N, (u) € L? and
that (21.1) holds. We distinguish three cases:

o (p-(L)V1) <p<py(l),

e p=1ifp (L) <1,

e pi(L) <p<pi(L).

Case 1: (p—(L) V1) < p < py(L). This is the range of exponents
for the generic argument under the assumptions (21.1) and (21.20). In

our concrete setting the latter holds with @ = 0 and © = N,(u) and
there is nothing more to do.

Case 2: p_(L) < 1 = p. We basically follow the generic argument

in Case 2 for the regularity problem with o = 0 and © = N,(u) € L*.
In addition, we incorporate the following estimate for H — H; that
comes from Lemma 20.4 in the case r = oo: for some 7 > 0 and all
t >0,

(21.28) |H(t,") — Hi(t, )||oo StALT.
This uniform bound will allow us to avoid the maximal operator.
The term J. p. By (21.21) we have

Jon < / UE(:U)<]§[
|x|<3M W (e,x)

H—-H,
S

dtdy) dx
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and thanks to (21.28) we get for ¢ <1
Je M S/ U.(x)dx.
2| <3M

The assumption (21.1) together with the pointwise bound U. < N, ()
and the dominated convergence theorem yield again J, py — 0 ase — 0.

The terms Iy and Jy;. We have to estimate I, and Jy in (21.23).
Once again, we intervene before introducing the maximal operator
(21.26) and simply use (21.28). In this way we obtain

Ko S (7 AT )N ()1

~

Since the right-hand side is summable for 7 = 7;, j € Z, we conclude
M1y < ||N.(u)]];. Thus, we have Ip; — 0 in the limit as M — oo. For
M Jy we obtain the same type of bound by arguing as for K., with
T =M.

At this point we have handled the terms in (21.6) and the argument
at the end of Case 2 for the regularity problem explains why our proof
automatically covers the terms in (21.9).

Case 3: p1(L) < p < py(L)*. We fine-tune the strategy in Case 2
for the regularity problem. Once again, working under the general as-
sumptions (21.1) and (21.20) does not pose any additional difficulty.
However, the range of admissible exponents now changes with the pa-
rameter « in (21.20) and we need to assume

1 1 1-a

<
pe(L) p n

For the Dirichlet problem (D)5 we have © = N,(u) and a = 0, so that
this is the range that we are aiming at.

The term J. p. By (21.21) we have

J&M :/ UE(ZL‘) (ﬁ[
|z|<3M W (e,x)

We introduce the maximal function M°® restricted to balls with radii
not exceeding € and use the Cauchy—Schwarz inequality to give

(21.29) 0<

H— H,;
g

dtdy) dx.

s [ sl (L (15
(Larre) (] f: 55 o)
) (L
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where we have used M*®(U.) < M(1p©sm)U:) on B(0,4M) and the
maximal theorem in the last line. The second integral on the right is
uniformly bounded in ¢ < 1 by Lemma 20.4 applied with r = 2 and we
are left with

1
2
(21.30) Jor < (/ U? dy) (e <1),
ly|<5M

so far under the mere assumption that u is a weak solution to Lu =0
in RY™". Holder’s inequality yields

Je,MgM%—%(/ dey)p,

which goes to 0 as ¢ — 0, using (21.1), the pointwise bound U. < ©
and the dominated convergence theorem.

The terms Iy and Jy. We are left with treating the terms I, and
Jyr in (21.23). To this end, we recall the generic decomposition from
(21.24) and (21.26):

M
MIy < ) Knu

j=—o00

where 7; = (9/4)7, jur is the unique integer with 7;,, 1 < M < 7;,, and
for T < 9M/y,

2T
KT,M{STG/ M(@)(y)<][ |H—H1|dt>d’y
ly|<5M T/2

With a choice of (p_(L) V1) < r < py(L) that will specified later on,

we obtain
% 2T

ks ( [ mowra) ([ -
Rn [y|<5M |J71/2

% 2T
STO‘M77</ @(y)pdy) (/ ][ |H — Hy|dt
Rm ly|<s5M |J 7

/

VNS
dy)
dy) '

/2

2T -
gTaMer@Hp(][ / \H — Hy|" dydt)
7'/2 n

STUTATTMY |6,
= (T ATT)M 5|0,

=

We have used Holder’s inequality in the first line, the maximal theorem
and again Hoélder’s inequality in the second one, Jensen’s inequality in
the third one and Lemma 20.4 with exponent ' in the fourth one. The
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exponent v is positive and depends on r. Summing up the estimates
for 7 = 7; yields

MIy S M5 (14 M*)|0],.

The assumption (21.29) guarantees that we can pick r such that 1/r —

1/p < (1=a)/n. In this case M appears with exponent smaller than 1 on

the right-hand side and we conclude I; — 0 in the limit as M — oo.
For Jyr we have the bound

MJy < M“/

ly|<5M

M(O)(y) ( ][/ H - H1|dt)dy

see (21.27). The steps above with 7 = M yield the same bound
MJy S M7 (1+ M) ell,
from which we conclude Jy; — 0 as M — oo.

We have handled the terms in (21.6) and once again the discussion at
the the end of Case 2 for the regularity problem explains why our proof
automatically covers the terms in (21.9). This completes the proof of
Theorem 1.1.

21.4. Uniqueness for (D)%,. We turn to the situation when p. (L) >
c
A~ =
nents 0 < o < 1 —7/p,(r). Hence, we assume (21.1) and N ,(u) € L™.
The control of the sharp functional means that we have

n and prove that solutions to (5) are unique in the range of expo-

(21.31) Up(z) < t°Nyo(u)(z) ((t,z) € R,

which is an assumption of the same type as (21.20) but for p = oc.
Fortunately, this only requires a slight modification of the generic ar-
gument in the previous section.

The term J. p. According to (21.30) we have

Jer S (/ Us(a:)2 dy)
o <5M

and (21.31) still allows us to use the dominated convergence theorem
when passing to the limit as ¢ — 0. Hence, J. 5 — 0 follows.

The terms Iy and Jys. For the terms in (21.23) we start out with the
usual decomposition from (21.24) and the estimate before (21.26):
JM
My < ) Ky

j=—o0
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where 7; = (9/4)7, jur is the unique integer with 7;,, 1 < M < 7;,, and
for 7 < 9M/y,

(21.32)  Kow < / U, (x) (ﬁ[ - H1|) dz.
%S\x\ﬁ% W (r,x)

We use (21.31), Holder’s inequality and Lemma 20.4 with an exponent
(p_(L*) v 1) <" < py(L*) to be specified yet in order to give

2T
Koo § 7|l | ( f |H—H1|dt)dy
ly|<5M T/2

™

2T
S 1 Byl ot? f ( H— Hf dy) at
T/2 R"™

ST T AT T)MT || Nya ()]l oos

U=

where v > 0 depends on r. Summing up the estimates for 7 = 7; leads
to

My < M¥(1+ M) || Nya ()l oo

By assumption on p we can pick (p_(L) V1) < r < py(L) such that
a < 1 —7/r. Then the exponent for M on the right-hand side becomes
smaller than 1 and I; — 0 in the limit as M — oo follows.

For Jy; we recall from (21.27) the bound

|z <2 W (M,z)

and the previous argument for 7 = M yields Jy; — 0 in the limit as
M — oo.

At this point we have handled the terms in (21.6) and as in the earlier
steps the limits for the terms in (21.9) come for free.

21.5. Uniqueness for (D)%, — conclusion of the proof of Theo-
rem 1.3. We turn to uniqueness of solutions to the Dirichlet problem
(D)ﬁa with interior Carleson control. We work under the same assump-
tions py (L) >n and 0 < a <1 —7/p, (1) as in the previous section.
The case a > 0 is particularly simple. We merely need the following
general lemma to compare several functionals that all measure smooth-

ness of order oo — 1.

Lemma 21.4. Let a € (0,1). There is dimensional constant w,, such
that for all u € W2(RE™),

loc

W (V) [loo < wn2*|CaltVU) oo < wn2*|Co(t'™* V) |-

Moreover, if (21.1) holds, then
[Nga()lloo <

~

W (V) |-



BLOCK SYSTEMS 231

Proof. For the first claim we simply note that for any F € Ly (RY™),

%
(]5[ |81_“F(8,y)lzdsdy)
W (t,z)
_wn2 (/ ][ (P (5,9 dyds)
(z,2t)
dyds\ 2
<oz ( [T f  eryp )
0 JB(z,2t) S

and taking suprema in ¢ and x on both sides yields the claim. Under
assumption (21.1) the second claim follows from the trace theorem in
Proposition A.8.(iii). O

To prove uniqueness of solutions to (D)ﬁa, we assume C,, (tVu) € L™

and that (21.1) holds. Lemma 21.4 yields ]vm(u) € L*™ and under
this weaker assumption we have already shown u = 0 in the previous
section.

It remains to treat the BMO Dirichlet problem (D)%,. We assume
therefore Cy(tVu) € L™ and for the first time (21.2). We implement
the strategy of Section 21.1 with R = M and first send € — 0 and then
M — oo in (21.6) and (21.9).

The terms J. p and ja m- The Cauchy-Schwarz inequality yields
(21.33)

3¢/2 3¢/2 3
T S (/ |u|2dtdx) (/ ][ |0:(H — H1)|2dtd:p) .
|z|<2M J2¢/3 n J2e/3

By covering B(0,2M) up to a set of measure zero by pairwise disjoint
cubes @y, of sidelength ¢ with 2Q; C B(0,2M + 1) and using reverse
Holder inequalities for u, we obtain

3e/2 3e/2
/ uf? dtde < |Qk|][ ][ |u|? dtdz
B(0,2M) J2 & Qi J2¢/3

c/3
2e 2
sSwd(f [ i)
k 2Qk 6/2
2e 2
sSwdf (f wlar) as
3 2Qy

€/2

2e 2
< / <][ [ul dt) dz
B(02M+1) \Je/2

By assumption (21.2), this integral tends to 0 as ¢ — 0. As for the
term with H — H; in (21.33), we use Lemma 20.4 with r = 2 to deduce
a uniform bound in € € (0, 1).
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The estimate for je v is very similar. Indeed, t0;u is handled via the
same argument and incorporating the Caccioppoli inequality, whereas
for (H-H1)/; we use Lemma 20.4 again.

The terms Iy, TM and Jyy, jM. We estimate the terms in (21.23). Only

one change to the corresponding argument for (5)%0 in Section 21.4
will be necessary. In particular, the estimates for the tilde terms that
correspond to (21.9) come again for free.

The argument for I, with @ = 0 in the previous section uses the
interior control only once, namely to bound U, (z) in (21.32) uniformly
by ]\Nﬁ,a ()|loo- This bound is not available under our current assump-
tion but the following lemma provides a substitute that still suits our

purpose.

Lemma 21.5. Ifv € W2 (R ds such that Co(tVv) € L=(R™), then

loc

FE eldsay € 1+ )] + 1m0+ Jal) - (0) € RE)
W (t,z)

We defer the proof and use Lemma 21.5 to bound U, (x) in (21.32).
This yields an additional factor (1 + | In(7)| + In(M)) compared to the
estimates in the previous section and hence we obtain

Ko < (A4 |In(n)| 4+ In(M))M* (1 A7)
with 7 > n and v > 0. Summing up the estimates for 7 = 7; yields

Jim
MIy < ) Ky SIn(M)M*,

j=—00

which still implies that I, tends to 0 as M — oo.

Likewise, using Lemma 21.5 to control Uy (x) in (21.27) leads to
MJy < In(M)M+ and we conclude as before. The proof of Theo-
rem 1.3 is complete modulo the

Proof of Lemma 21.5. Set w = |v|, which satisfies the same assump-
tions. Suppose that W; = W(t;,x;) and W), = W (ty, z;) are two
Whitney regions with non-empty intersection and suppose that t; <
ty. Then W; and W) are comparable in measure and the cylinder
W = (ti/2,8t;) x B(xy,8t;) contains both W; and Wj. Hence, we can
use Poincaré’s inequality in order to give

w
S [1Co(tVw)|oo
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with a implicit constant that depends only on n. If Wy,... W} is a
chain of Whitney regions with the property that each region intersects
its successor, then a telescopic sum yields

|(w)w, = (W, | S KICo(tVw)|lco-

We write W; — W), in that case.

Now, we fix (t,z) € R™. Since w is locally integrable, it suffices
to construct a chain W(t,z) — W(1,0) of length controlled by 1 +
| In(¢)|+1In(1+|z|). One possible construction is as follows. Successively
halving or doubling ¢, we obtain a chain W (t,z) — W(1,z) of length
comparable to 14| In(¢)|. If |x| < 1, then W (1, z) and W (1,0) intersect
and we are done. If |z| > 1, then in the same manner we obtain chains
W(l,z) - W(2|z|,z) and W(1,0) — W(2|z|,0) of length comparable
to In(1 + |x]). Moreover, W (2|z|, x) and W (2|z|,0) intersect. O
21.6. Uniqueness for (D)%, — conclusion of the proof of The-
orem 1.4. The last uniqueness result concerns the problems (D).
with fractional regularity data. As usual, X denotes B or H and Y is the
corresponding solution space of type Z or T. Figure 17 and Figure 18
show the regions of exponents that we are aiming at in an (1/p, s)-plane.
In the previous sections we have already obtained uniqueness on the
bottom and top segments.

S
A

1
0

1

y 1

0_1 1 11 1 1 1 nt+l P

DL = qf 2 (qiﬁ)’ pEvl (pE)vie n

FIGURE 17. Exponents for uniqueness in Dirichlet and
regularity problems in the case p.(L) < n. Unique-
ness holds on the open bottom and top segments (Sec-
tions 21.3 and 21.2) and the interior of the trapezoidal
region (Section 21.6).
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FIGURE 18. Exponents for uniqueness in Dirichlet and
regularity problems in the case p,(L) > n. Unique-
ness holds on the open bottom and top segments (Sec-
tions 21.3, 21.2 and 21.5), the open vertical segment at
1/p = 0 and the interior of the trapezoidal region (Sec-
tion 21.6). Exponents with 1/p < 0 correspond to the

spaces A with o = 1 — 7/, as usual.

We distinguish four cases.

e The rectangle

(p-(L)v1)<p<pi(L) & s€(0,1),

L)
e the left-hand triangle (p, (L) < n) or trapezoid (p, (L) > n)

1 1 1—s
L)<p<pi(l) & .

P n

e p.(L) > n and the vertical segment

p=x & O<s<1—L,
p+(L)
e the right-hand triangle
1 s
(L)1) <p<(p_(L)V] & - ——F—<—.
(p—(L) ) <p<(p-(L) V1) e A

In any case we assume (21.1) and ||Vul|ys-1.» < 00, which by defini-
tion of tent and Z-spaces corresponds to one of the interior controls in

Lemma 21.1.
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Case 1: The rectangle. According to the trace theorem from Propo-
sition A.8, there exists a function © € L? such that

U(z) <t°0(x) ((t,z) € RE™).

Hence, (21.20) holds with o = s and the general result from Case 2 for
the regularity problem applies directly.

Case 2: The left-hand triangle or trapezoid. Since we still work
with finite exponents, assumption (21.20) holds as in Case 1 with expo-
nent o = s. Thus, we can apply the general result from Case 3 for the
Dirichlet problem provided that the exponents satisfy the respective
assumption (21.29). But this is exactly the restriction that defines this
region.

Case 3: py(L) > n and the vertical segment. Let 0 < a <
1 —7/p,(r). We assume one of Cy(t'7*Vu) € L™ or W(t'7*Vu) € L™
and in any case that (21.1) holds at the boundary. Lemma 21.4 yields
Nﬁ,a(u) € L™ and under this weaker assumption we have already shown
u = 0 in Section 21.4.

Case 4: The right-hand triangle. The argument in Case 1 for the
regularity problem implicitly contains a more general result that applies
here. In view of the technicalities concerning the choice of exponents in
that argument we have decided to stick with the version at regularity
s = 1 earlier on and here we provide the required generalization.

We begin with the substitute for Lemma 21.3.

Lemma 21.6. If s € (0,1) and 0 < p < r < 2, then for any weak
solution u to Lu =0 on RI™

. dtda\ *
(21‘34) (//1 |vu|rtn(;fl)+(lfs)r Tx) 5 ||V'LL|
RLT™

Moreover, if (21.1) holds, then

1
. dtdz\
(21.35) <// |u|”t"(r1>—srT$) < ||Vl
RLT™

Proof. Since p < r, we can use the mixed embedding for tent and Z-
spaces from [3, Thm. 2.34] to the effect that Y*? C Z%" if a — s =
n(1/r — 1/p). This means that

stl,p.

stl,p.

1

70{ Tdey v
( IRy ) < | Fliyes.
R}Jn T

As r < 2, Holder’s inequality implies

(21.36) ]§[ o F (1, 2)[" dtde < W(F)(r,y)"
W(ry)
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and applying the averaging trick backwards yields

1
3 Cdtdz\ 7
([ ierear SE) < irpes
RLT™

If F:=[tVu], then || F||ys» = ||Vu||lys-1, and sorting out the exponent
for ¢ on the left-hand side yields (21.34).

Again since r < 2 we can use part (i) of the trace theorem in Propo-
sition A.8 for Vu € Z* " with the same exponent r. Owing to (21.1),
we obtain

]§[ et o) dide < ©(y)"
W(r,y)

for some function © with ||©], < [|Vu||ge-1-. Integrating in y and
applying the averaging trick backwards yields

1
B Cdtdz\ 7
([ eeutar SE) S IVuless S I9uless
RLT™

and as before —ar reveals itself as the same exponent than in the
claim. U

Lemma 21.6 allows us to control Vu and u in certain Lebesgue
norms exactly as it was the case with Lemma 21.3, except that we
have different powers of ¢ to compensate: ¢"(» D179 angq ¢nG—=sr
replace ">~V and "7V, respectively, that is to say, we have an
additional power t1~". Armed with this observation, we pick again
(1Vp_(L)) <r < 2 and follow the proof in Case 1 of Section 21.2
verbatim. We only have to check that the additional power of ¢ still
allows us to pass to the limits.

As for Ip. p and Ip. g, the different power of ¢ only changes the
implicit constant that depends on e, R. Hence, these terms vanish
when sending M — oo as before.

The estimates for J. ) and J. s are more delicate since now we

obtain £ (5% as factor in (21.15) and (21.17) if we want to control
the respective integral on the right via Lemma 21.6. We need to pick
an admissible r such that the exponent is non-negative.

In dimension n > 2 we pick r = nT_L—I;S since then the exponent of

vanishes. In particular, using also the restriction on p, we have
1 1 s 1 1

p r np p (VL
which in turn implies that » > (p_(L) V 1). On the other hand, s <1
implies r < p* and at the same time we have p < (p_(L) V1) < 2, by
Proposition 6.7. Thus, r < 2 and we conclude that r is admissible.
In dimension n = 1, Proposition 6.7 yields p_(L) = /2 = 1,.. Hence,
our assumption on p is 1/(s+1) < p < 1 and this allows us to pick
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r > 1 sufficiently close to 1 such that 1/» > 1/p — s. Consequently, the
exponent for € in (21.15) is non-negative and we conclude as before.
~ 1 1
Likewise, we obtain for Jg ys and Jg ps the new factor RE D=9
in (21.16) and (21.18). The exponent is negative since we have s < 1,
v > 0 and r > p. This completes the proof.

22. THE NEUMANN PROBLEM

We begin by recalling the construction of energy solutions to the Neu-
mann problem. We use again the energy space Wl’Q(R}f") from Sec-
tion 16.1.

If u € WH2(RX™) is a weak solution to Lu = 0 in R, then there

exists a unique element 9,,u(0,-) € H™/*? such that
[, AV Todtds = ~(0,,u(0,),60,) (6 € WARL™)),
RLT™

where on the right-hand side we use the duality pairing between H~/22
and HY>2. Indeed, by assumption on u and Lemma 16.2, the left-hand
side is a bounded anti-linear functional on W'?#(R1*") that vanishes
whenever ¢(0,-) = 0 and therefore it defines a bounded anti-linear
functional on the trace space H/*%. We call 8,,u(0,-) the (inward
pointing) conormal derivative of u at the boundary.

Proposition 22.1. For all f € H™>2 there exists a unique solution u
(modulo constants) to the problem

Lu=0 (in RI™),
Vu € L*(RY™),
d,u(0,-)=f  (in H/??),

Moreover, |[Vully < || fllg-1/22 and limy_o u(t, ) = 0 in H7>2,

Proof. This is just the Lax-Milgram lemma applied in W'?(R1"). The
limit at ¢ = co follows from Lemma 16.1. U

In the situation above we call u the energy solution to Lu = 0 in
R with Neumann data f. Much alike to Section 16.1 the energy
solution coincides with the Poisson semigroup extension for suitable
data. Throughout, we use the (extension to an) isomorphism L'/? :
W2 — L? with inverse L=Y/2. By duality and similarity we also obtain
an (extension to an) isomorphism aL'/?: L2 — W12,

Proposition 22.2. If f € L2NW "2, then the energy solution with
Neumann data [ is given by u(t, ) = —e """ (aLV/2)~1 f(x).

Proof. Set g .= —(aL'?)"1f. Then g € W“?NL2 and, by interpolation,
g € H/*?_ Tt follows from Proposition 16.5 that u(t,z) = e L' g(z)
is an energy solution to Lu = 0 in Rif”. In order to determine its
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Neumann datum, we let ¢ € C°(R™™). By the functional calculus
on L? we have au € C'([0,00); L?) with adyu(0,-) = f. Hence, we can
integrate by parts in ¢ and use the definition of L to give

// AVu -Vodtde = — f-9(0,-)dx.
R}r-kn Rn

The L-pairing on the right-hand side can also be viewed as the H-/22—
H">2_duality. Then the identity can be extended to all ¢ € Wh2(RE™)
and we conclude 9,,u(0,-) = f. O

The semigroup construction provides solutions to the Neumann prob-
lem (N )5 in an appropriate range of exponents.
Proposition 22.3. Let ¢ (L) < p < q.(L). If f € HPNL2NW 12,
then the energy solution u with Neumann data f satisfies
INVu)llp = [ 1l

Proof. We have q_(L) = p_(L) and ¢, (L) < p4+(L), see Theorem 6.2.

Letting g :== —(aL'/?)~'f € W? as before, we obtain from Proposi-
tion 17.7 and Theorem 11.1 that
IN(Vu)lly = || Vagllur = [|aL gl = || f]lwe- O

Proof of Theorem 1.5. Let q_(L) < p < q4+(L). According to Corol-
lary 15.2 this range is the same as what is called I, in [19]. We have
seen in the introduction (Section 1.7) that it suffices to prove the bound
]\N*(Vu)]\p < || f|lur, whenever f € HPNH™>2 and u is the energy so-
lution with Neumann data f.

By the universal approximation technique we an pick for any given
f a sequence (fy) € HPNL2NW ™12 with f, — f as k — oo in both
HP and H~"7*2. It follows from Proposition 22.1 that the corresponding
energy solutions wuy tend to w in WI’Q(REF"), whereas Proposition 22.3
implies that (Vug)y is a Cauchy sequence in T2?. The limits can be

identified in L; (RX™™) and the conclusion follows. O

Let us conclude with an additional uniqueness result for the Neu-
mann problem. We remark that in our formulation of the Neumann
problem the convergence of the conormal derivative to its trace is in
the sense of distributions. By [19, Cor. 1.2|, the Whitney averages
convergence

lim adpudsdy = g(x) (a.e. x € R")

t—0 W (t,z)
of the conormal derivative of the unique solution to its trace comes as
a bonus if p > 1 with ¢_(L) < p < ¢4 (L). In the case of block systems,
one can reverse these interpretations of the boundary behavior and still
obtain uniqueness, hence compatible well-posedness.
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Theorem 22.4. Ifp > 1 with q_(L) < p < q+(L), then the follow-

ing Neumann problem with non-tangential boundary trace is compatibly
well-posed (modulo constants). Given g € HP(R™;C™), solve

Lu =0 (in RI™),
(M {N(Vu) e R,
limy g HW(M) adyudsdy = g(z) (a.e. x € R™).

Proof. In view of the preceding discussion we only need to establish
uniqueness.

According to [19, Thm. 1.1] and our identification of I, the condition
N,(Vu) € LP(R") implies (is equivalent to, in fact) the representation
of the conormal gradient of u via the [D B]-semigroup:

Vau(t,-) = e PEIV julmg (¢t >0),

where Fy = Vu|—o€ HY is characterized by 1c+(DB)F, = Fy and
the functional calculus is extended from HY, to its completion H?,
for the HP-norm as HY,, = HY. It follows from (20.3) that Fy =
(9, —V.L7Y2(a"'g)]" for some g € H?. Assume now that the Whitney
averages of adyu converge to 0 almost everywhere at the boundary. By
[19, Cor. 1.2], we know that this limit agrees with g almost everywhere.
Thus, g = 0. We conclude that F; vanishes identically and it follows
that u is constant in R} O

APPENDIX A. NON-TANGENTIAL MAXIMAL FUNCTIONS AND
TRACES

In this section we collect some technical results involving non-tangential
maximal functions with a focus on non-tangential trace theorems.

Throughout, we consider the Whitney parameters ¢o > 1 and ¢; > 0
fixed, write W (t,z) = (c;'t, cot) X B(x,cit) for (t,z) € RI™ and for
q > 0 we use the g-adapted non-tangential maximal functions

t>0

Rog(F)(z) 1= sup ( t y \F(s,y>|qudy) " eery

defined for measurable functions on R?". In the case ¢ = 2 we sim-

ply write N, as before. Implicit constants always depend only on the
Whitney parameters, dimensions and the exponents at stake. We shall
not mention this at each occurrence.

It is common knowledge that different choices of Whitney parameters
yield maximal functions with comparable LP-norms. For the reader’s
convenience we include a proof.

Lemma A.1 (Change of Whitney parameters). Let 0 < p,q < co. Let

co,c1 and dy,dy be two pairs of Whitney parameters and let 1\7,52 and
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N,Sfiq) be the corresponding mazimal functions. Then,

INS ()l = [N )

for all measurable functions F : RIT™ — R.

Proof. By symmetry it suffices to prove the estimate ‘<’. We write
Weper(t, 1) == (cg't,cot) x B(z,eit). By compactness, we find points
(ti,zi) € Wap,a,(1,0), 4 = 1,..., N, such that the sets W, ., /2(t;, x;)
cover Wy, 4,(1,0). Using the affine transformation (s, y) — (ts, x +ty),

we obtain
N

(A1) Wapar () S | Wegrer 2 (tit, 2 + L)
i=1

for any (t,x) € RL"™. Since |z — (z + tx;)| < tdy < doditit, we get
N

1/q 1/q
o) <05, 22
Wag 4, (t,7) i—1 |lz—yl<doditit Weg.eq/2(titsy)

for an admissible constant. For measurable H : R:" — R let H, ,(7) =
SUD|,_y <yt | H (¢, y)| De the pointwise non-tangential maximal function

with aperture . With H(t,y) = (ff; o altw) ik )14 the previous
bound yields

N(F)(z) < CHjg,(z) (z€R").
On the other hand, |y — x| < te1/2 implies B(y,tci/2) C B(x,c;t), so
that

Hoopol@) < CRE(F)@) (@ € R).
For the classical pointwise non-tangential maximal functions we can
change the aperture [89, 11.2.5.1]: There is C' = C(n, ¢y, ¢1, dg, dy) such
that

H{z :R": H,y gyaq, () > o} < CHz : R": H, (, jo(x) > a}| (a>0).

The claim follows from the previous three bounds and the layer cake
formula. U

Remark A.2. The covering argument in (A.1) implies as well that
different choices of Whitney parameters for the Whitney average func-
tionals yield equivalent Z-space norms.

We continue with a useful non-tangential embedding.

Lemma A.3 ([19, Lem. 2.2] & [61, Lem. A2]). If 0 < p < r < 2,
then there is a constant C' such that for all measurable functions F :
R — R,

ey dtdz\ T .
([ iraores )" <opme,
RIT"
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We turn our attention to non-tangential trace theorems.

Definition A.4. A locally integrable function u on R}QL" is said to
have a non-tangential trace (in the sense of Whitney averages) if there
exists a function ug on R™ such that for almost every x € R”,

lim u(s,y) dsdy = up(x).
t—0 W (t,z)

As a pointwise limit of measurable functions, such a trace is neces-
sarily measurable. The following is a variation of Kenig—Pipher’s trace
theorem [72, Thm. 3.2| that covers exponents p < 1 and applies to av-
eraged non-tangential maximal functions. This has appeared (without
proof) in many earlier works and we take the opportunity to close the
gap.

Proposition A.5. Let p € (*/(n+1),00) and ¢ € [1,00). Let u €
WEI(RM™) satisfy ||]\~f*,q(Vu) |, < 0o. Then there exists a non-tangential

loc
trace ug with the following properties.

(i) Letr € (0,00) and assume r <
every x € R™ and all t > 0,

(n+1)q

g Y4 <n+1. Foralmost

< ]%V . [u(s, y) — uo(@)[" dsdy) < CtN. (Vu)(2).

In particular, the left-hand side tends to 0 ast — 0 and ugy does
not depend (in the almost everywhere sense) on the choice of
the Whitney parameters. N

(i) uo of class H*P(R™) with |V uo|ur < C|| Ny o( V)|,

(iii) Letr be as in (i) and suppose in addition that r < ;2 if p < n.

Then,
N* . (U — UQ)
' t

(iv) Suppose that either p > 1 or that p < 1 and that there ezists
e > 0 such that supg_,.. ||u(t, )”nn—_’; < 00. Then,

< C||N*7q(vu)||p-

p

cot

lim u(s,")ds =ug (in D'(R™)).

t—0 (co)—1t
Remark A.6. In applications we usually have ¢ = 2 and r € [0, 2],
which is admissible in (i). Also r € (0, 1] is always admissible in (iii).
Identification of the non-tangential trace with a distributional limit
seems to be far from obvious in the case p < 1. We got the idea
to impose the additional condition on u from [61, Lem. 5.2]. In our
applications to the regularity problem (R): it follows from Sobolev

p
embeddings and strong continuity of the Poisson semigroup.

For the proof we need a simple lemma on real functions.
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Lemma A.7. Let h : (0,00) — R be a function for which there are
constants 0 > 1, a > 0 and C > 0 such that |h(t) — h(7)| < Ct?,
whenever T € (071, t]. Then h(0) = lim,_,o h(s) exists and satisfies

h() = h(O)] < T

Proof. Given 0 < 7 < t, let k be the smallest integer with 7 < 67%¢.
By a telescopic sum we find

(t>0).

[A(t) = h(7)] < [R(O7") — h(r)| + Z [R(077t) — h(0771)]

k+1
< Z Cea(fjJrl)ta <

j=1

cte
1—6-

This proves the Cauchy property for h at 0. Hence, h(0) is defined and
the estimate follows by sending s — 0. O

Proof of Proposition A.5. Throughout the proof we write Nif‘;ge for a

non-tangential maximal function with Whitney parameters ¢i"8° > ¢

and clfj”rge > ¢; that will be further specified if needed. We denote the
associated Whitney regions by Waree(¢ ).

Proof of (i). Let 6 > 1 be such that ¢ = fco. If 7 € [07'¢, 1],
then both W (7, z) and W (t,x) are contained in W (¢, z) and we
can estimate

[(Ww(re) — (Ww ()]

< ]§[ 1 — (o] dsdy
W (s,x)

(A2) < ( i = Gl dsdy)
Warge (¢ 2

1
§t<]§[ \Vu|qudy)q
Wlarge(t,x)

< NG (V) (@),

where the third step is due to the (Sobolev—)Poincaré inequality on
cylinders. From the assumption on u and Lemma A.1 we obtain that
Nif‘;ge(Vu) (x) is finite for a.e. € R™. In this case Lemma A.7 yields
the existence of a non-tangential trace ug(z) with control

(A3) ey — 0(2)] < CENIE(Tu) ().

This argument works for any choice of Whitney parameters. In order
to see that ug is always the same, it suffices (by transitivity) to verify
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that the trace ug™®° corresponding to the regions W' (¢, x) agrees
with ug. By the argument in (A.2) we have

(W) — (W) wisre(rn | S LN (V) (2)

and hence the limits as ¢t — 0 are the same almost everywhere.

As for the estimate in (i) we pick some smaller Whitney parameters
with associated regions w(t, z) such that W (t, z) = w'™&°(¢, z). In this
scenario (A.3) becomes

[(Wu(e) = u0(@)] < CtN.o(Vu)(2)

and the restriction on r allows us to use the Sobolev—Poincaré inequal-
ity in order to give

(ff w-wtorasa)
W (t,z)

< ( gt dsdy) 1 ()oeny — o)
W (t,z)
< AN, (Vu)(a).

Proof of (ii). We use the following result: If there is g € LP(R") such
that for almost every z,y € R",

(A.4) [uo(z) — uo(y)| < |z —yl(g(z) +g(y)),

then uy € H' with |V,uollwr < ||gll,- For p > 1 this is Hajlasz’s
Sobolev space characterization [54, Thm. 1] and the result for expo-
nents "/(n+1) < p < 1 has been obtained in [73, Thm. 1 & Prop. 5.

Now, let 2,y € R" and set ¢ == |z — y|. We take ™ > 1 + ¢;.
Since B(y,cit) C B(z, (1 + ¢1)t), we have W (t,y) C W'aree(¢ z) and
Poincaré’s inequality yields again

(W) — (W] < CENE(Vu)().
Together with (A.3), we see that we can take g == 3C’Nif‘;ge(Vu). Note
that [|g]|, =~ || Ni4(Vu)||, by Lemma A.1.

Proof of (iii). It suffices to find a function h with ||A||, < C||N*,Q(Vu) I
such that for a.e. x € R™ and all ¢t > 0,

(A.5) ( ]§[ lu — | dyds) " < ih(2).
W (t,z)

Indeed, since we are integrating s on (cy't, cot) on the left-hand side,
the bound required in (iii) follows immediately. The argument slightly
differs depending on whether or not we have p > 1. Let us first assume
that this is the case.
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The additional restriction on r makes sure that we can find some
o € (1,p A n) such that n¢/(n—p) > r. Hence, by Holder’s inequality
followed by the Sobolev—Poincaré inequality, we have

1
(][ |Uo—(U0)B(x,c1t)|rdy>
B(z,c1t)
(A.6) < ( ][ 1y — (10) poent n"“’gdy)
B(xz,c1t)

SCt(][ |qu0|9dy)g.
B(z,c1t)

Since "¢/(n—o) > 1, we can also argue as in (A.2), using the Sobolev—
Poincaré inequality in the second step, to get whenever 7 € [t/2, 1],

=
3=

1
[(10) Bz,erty = (U0) Ba,err) | S M| Vato]?) ().
Lemma A.7 yields
1
(A.7) |(40) Bla,ert) — uo(2)] S E M(|Vauo|) ()
for a.e. z € R". Using the decomposition
u(s,y) —uo(y) = u(s,y) —uo(x) +uo(x) = (o) Ba.erty + (U0) B(a,erty — U0 (Y)

and combining (i), (A.6) and (A.7), we arrive at

<]§€V(t,m) |u(5’y)—u0(y)|rdsdy)i

S H(Neg(Vu) () + M Vo) (@) )

fora.e. z € R" and all t > 0. The right-hand side is admissible for (A.5)
by assumption on u, the LP/¢-boundedness of the maximal function and
the result of (ii).

We turn to the case p < 1. Since p > "/(n+1), we can pick g €
("/(n+1), p) with 7¢/(n—g) > (r V 1). Since the function g in (A.4) is
locally o-integrable, we have Hajlasz’s Sobolev—Poincaré inequality

1_1 1

no o n )

( Fo = aanl™ dy) < t( / g@dy) ,
B(z,c1t) B(z,2c1t)

see [55, Thm. 8.7]. Hence, except for replacing V,ug by g, the argument
stays the same.
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Proof of (iv). Let B C R" be a ball and let ¢ € C3°(B). We use the

averaging trick to write

/n <]{:>t—1tu(s’y) ds — UO(y))cb(y) dy
(A.8) = /n (]%V(m)(u — ug) dsdy) Az

= /n FP(x)da.

We have to show that the right-hand side tends to 0 as ¢ — 0. From
now on, we require t < 7(8)/¢;, so that all functions Ff have support in
2B.

If p > 1, then (A.5) for the admissible choice = 1 gives us |F (x)| <
|o|loth(x) and h is locally integrable, so we are done.

In the case p < 1 we need a different argument and this is where the
additional assumption C = supg_,.. ||u(t,)||np/m—p) < 00 comes into
play. We abbreviate p* := "/(n—p) > 1. We can restrict ourselves to
t < (enr(B))/e; and x € 2B. In this case, B(x,c;t) C 3B and by Holder’s
inequality we can crudely bound

cot
J e uoldsdy S8 L futs) = oo om ds
W (t,x) ot

cy 't

<20t 77,

as ug € Lﬁ; from the Hardy—Sobolev embedding or by the following
direct argument. We have, for ¢ small enough, using Holder’s inequality
and averaging,

cot
[ ool de< [ jusg)pagas < o
3B ey 't JaB

Thus by Fatou’s lemma, we obtain [, |[uel”" dz < C*". Now, we use
the p-th power of (A.5) (with » = 1) and the (1 — p)-th power of the
crude bound in order to get for a.e. x € 2B that

|FY ()] < ||¢||oo]§[ ( )lu — ug| dsdy < [|@]|o(20)PE R ()P
Wi(t,x

On the right the power of ¢ is positive since p > 7/(n+1) and we have
h? € L. Thus, we get the desired convergence in (A.8) when passing
to the limit as ¢t — 0. U

Next, we present variants of the non-tangential trace theorem for tent
and Z-spaces. In our application we shall only encounter functionals
based on L*-averages such as S and W that used to define tent and Z-
spaces, respectively. For simplicity we stick to that case. The following
result have a appeared in [28, Thm. 6.3] (p = oo) and [3, Sec. 6.6]
(p < 00). For the sake of self-containedness we include a proof that
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follows the same pattern as before. The lower bound on p, notably
to identify the non-tangential trace with a distributional limit, is now
related to fractional Sobolev embeddings and the argument turns out
to be conceptually simpler than in Proposition A.5.

As usual, we treat both scales of spaces simultaneously and let Y
denote one of T or Z.

Proposition A.8. Let a € (0,1) and "/(n+a) < p < 00. Let u €
WL2(RU™) satisfy | Vu|lye-10 < 00. Then there exists a non-tangential

trace ug with the following properties.

(i) Letr € (0,00) and assume r < % ifn> 1. For allz € R"
and allt > 0,

(]%V(t,x) [uls, y) — uo(2)]" dsdy)i < C1*O(z)

with ||0], < C||Vullye-1s. In particular, the left-hand side
tends to 0 almost everywhere ast — 0 and uy does not depend
on the choice of the Whitney parameters.

(ii) There is convergence

cot

lim u(s,")ds =ug (in D'(R™)).

t—0 (Co)_lt

(iii) The results above continue to hold for p = oo and Vu € Z*~ 1>,
In that case O(x) = ||Vul|go-1.0 and ug is of class A% with
[uollje < ClIVullza-10.

The following lemma contains the construction of the function © in

part (i) for finite p.

Lemma A.9. Let « € R, p € (0,00) and F € Y* ", There exists
a measurable function © : R™ — [0, 00) with ||O||, < C||F|lye-1» such
that

(]5[ Badak dsdy) 2 <CO(x) ((t,z) e RY™).
W (t,z)

Proof. We begin with the case Y = Z and set

< B\ »
O(x) = (/ (]5[ |51_O‘F|2dsdy) —) :
0 Wlarge(t7$) t
large

where W'aree(t 1) are Whitney regions with Whitney parameter ¢, *° =
2¢q. Since
Wi(t,) C W (r,2) (v € 12, 1]),

we can infer that

g
(]5[ st )2 dsdy)
W (t,z)
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t %d
< / <]§[ st F|? dsdy) il
t/2 W large (7—7$) T

and the right-hand side is bounded by ©(z)?. Moreover, a change of
Whitney parameters for Z-space norms yields [|O]], ~ || F'|| a1
In the case Y = T we can simply set

%
() = ( // Baak dsf?)
|lz—y|<2ec1s s"

since W (t,z) is contained in the cone appearing in the integral. By
a change of aperture in tent space norms we conclude that ||©||, ~

1Vt pa-rp- 0

Proof of Proposition A.8. We use the same notation as in the proof of
Proposition A.5 and follow the same line of thoughts.

Proof of (i). Let ¢ = 2¢. If 7 € [t/2,t], then both W (r,z) and
W (t,x) are contained in W''8°(¢, 1) and using the Poincaré inequality
with ¢ = 2 as in (A.2), we obtain

[(Ww(ra) = (Wwia)| S t<]§[ |Vul? dsdy)
Wlarge(t’x)

1
2
<t ( # |t~ Vul? dsdy) .
Wlarge(t7x)

Lemma A.9 applied to the ‘large’” Whitney regions yields a function ©
with [|©], < ||Vul|ye-1» such that

(Ww(rz) — (Ww )| S 1O(1).

Now, we can apply Lemma A.7 to obtain a non-tangential trace ug(x)
with control

(A.9) [(Ww(ta) = uo(@)] < 170(2),

whenever ©(z) < oo, that is, almost everywhere. That u is indepen-
dent of the choice of Whitney parameters follows as in the proof of
Proposition A.5 and the restriction on r allows us to use the Sobolev—
Poincaré inequality again in order to conclude

2

1

( £ on- uo<x>v’dsdy)r
W (t,z)

S - oweardsts) + wis - wle)
W (t,z)

1

2
S e <]§[ |$1—avu|2 dsdy) —+ |(u)W(t7m) — ’LLQ(ZL‘)|
W (t,z)
S tUO(x).
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Proof of (ii). We begin with the case p > 1. With the notation of

the proof of Proposition A.5.(iv) we have to show that [, |FP ()| dx

converges to 0 as t — 0. Recall that the expression F defined in (A.8)

is supported in 2B if the support of ¢ is contained in B and ¢ < 1.
We record two elementary observations.

e If y belongs to a ball B(z,c¢;t), then
[(@Ww ey — (Wweea| S 1O(2).

Indeed, we take {8 > 14-¢,. Since B(y, c1t) C B(x, (14¢1)t),
we have W (t,y) C W'aee(¢ x) and Poincaré’s inequality yields
this inequality as before.

e For almost every y € B(x,cit) the first observation together
with (A.9) yields

|[uo(y) —uo(z)|
< fuo(y) = (Wwty| + [(Wwry — (Wweal
+ [(W)w(t.2) — o ()]

St(O(z) +O(y)).

The second observation implies
[u(s,y) —uo(y)| < |uls,y) — uo(z)| +1t*(0(x) + O(y))
and taking into account (i) with r = 1, we are left with
1FP ()] S (18]t M(0)().

The maximal theorem ensures that M(©) € L? and since E¢ is sup-
ported in 2B we conclude [, |F? ()| de — 0 in the limit as ¢ — 0.

In the case p < 1 we use the embedding Y 1* C Y?~1 for 0 <
p<q<ooand o — B = n(Yp— 1), see [3, Thm. 2.34]. We have
a > n(l/p — 1) by assumption, which allows us to pick ¢ > 1 and
0 < B < a. Hence, we are back in the case of integrability above 1.

Proof of (iii). If p = co and Vu € Z* ', then the constant func-
tion O(z) = C||Vul|ze-1.~ has the properties stated in Lemma A.9
by definition of the Z* »*-norm. Hence, we can repeat the first two
steps and the second observation in the proof of (ii) yields [Jug|[je <

C||vu||za71,oo. |:|

APPENDIX B. THE LP-REALIZATION OF A SECTORIAL OPERATOR
IN L2

The following result is folklore but we could not find a precise statement
in the literature.

Proposition B.1. Let T be a sectorial operator in L? and let p €
(1,00). Suppose that there exists p € (wr, ™) such that

(B.1) lz(z =) fll, S Il (F €LPNL% 2 € C\S)).
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The case u = m with the convention that C \ S = (—00,0) is also
permitted. Then there is a (unique) sectorial operator T, in LP of angle
smaller than p that satisfies

(B.2) (z=T,) '"f=(=-T)"f (fel’nL? zeC\S}).

Moreover, T,f =T f for f € D(T,) ND(T') and if T is injective then so
is T,. The corresponding statement for bisectorial operators also holds.

Remark B.2. The assumption with ¢ = 7 simply means that T sat-
isfies ||(1 +2T)~ f|l, < || fl, for all £ € LPNL?* and all ¢ > 0.

The operator T, is usually called L”-realization of T'. We have tried
to avoid passing to an LP-realization whenever possible, but knowing
that we always can turns out helpful when dealing with abstract results
that do not need a distinguished space such as L* to start with. One
such example is Theorem 9.18.

Condition (B.1) is obviously necessary for the existence of a L*-
realization with consistent resolvents as in (B.2) and the latter uniquely
determines 7'. We also obtain consistency of 7}, and 7', whereas con-
sistency of general invertible operators does not imply consistency of
their inverses, compare with the discussion in Section 13.2.

Proof. By (B.1) we can define R(z) as the extension by density of
(2 —T)~! to L. Then (2R(2)).ec\st is a uniformly bounded family in
L? with the property

(B.3) R(z) = R(?') = (' = 2)R(2)R(¢') (2,7 € C\S})).
We claim that for f € LP we have
(B.4) lim 2R(2)f = f (weakly in LP)

2€(—00,0),z2——00
and if in addition T is injective, also that
(B.5) liIT(l) 2R(2)f =0 (weakly in L”).
zZ—r

Indeed, since T is sectorial in L2 the limits exist strongly in L? if
f € LPNL? see [53, Prop. 2.1.1(a)]. The extension then follows by
uniform boundedness and density.

By (B.3), R(—1)f = 0 implies R(z)f = 0 for all z. Then f = 0 fol-
lows from (B.4), so R(—1) is injective. We show that T, .= —R(—1)"'—
1 has the required properties.

For f € D(7,) we have

R(z)(z = T,)f = R(z)((z + DR(=1) + DR(-1)"'f = f,
where the final step uses (B.3). Likewise, for g € L” we have
R(z)g = R(=1)(g — (= + 1) R(2)g) € D(T})
and
(: = T)R(2)g = (2 + 1+ R(=1) HR(z)g = g.
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This proves (z—T,) "' = R(z), so (B.2) holds. By a Neumann series, the
uniform boundedness of the family (2R(z)) implies that 7}, is a sectorial

operator of angle smaller than p. Now, suppose that f € D(7,) ND(T).
Then

(B.6) 2z =T,) "T,f = 2(2 = T)'Tf

since both terms can be expanded in terms of R(z). When z € (—oc0,0)
tends to —oo, the left-hand side tends to 7}, f weakly in L” and the right-
hand side tends to T'f strongly in L?, see (B.4). This proves T,f = Tf.
Finally, if f € N(7,), then f = zR(2)f for all z and if T is injective,
then f = 0 follows from (B.5).

The argument for a bisectorial operator is exactly the same, using
z € i(0,00) instead of z € (—00,0) for the limits. In this case we can
allow p = 7/2 with the convention that C\ S,/ = iR. O
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