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Abstract: The GeS,-Ga,S3 vitreous matrix can incorporate metal halides in its network allowing
the properties of the glasses to be adjusted following the composition. In this work, different
systems containing either CsCl, Csl, CdCl,, or CdlI, are investigated in order to determine the
compositions having the most suitable properties for drawing a step-index fibre. Indeed, transition
glass temperatures and optical parameters such as the optical band-gap, the linear and nonlinear
refractive indexes are given. The preforms were prepared using the rod-in-tube technique and
multimode step-index fibres were successfully drawn. This initial work led from these glass
families, which also show both the possibility to be rare-earth doped and to be permanently
photo-written by a femtosecond laser, paves the way to a future mid-IR laser fibre.

© 2020 Optical Society of America under the terms of the OSA Open Access Publishing Agreement

1. Introduction

Glasses transmitting both in the visible and in the infrared (IR) region are potential candidates
to lead to the next generation of IR fibres used in many optical application fields. Among the
different families of glasses able to fulfil those two transparency conditions, the chalcogenide
glasses (ChG) are probably the best candidates [1, 2, 3]. Moreover, the characteristic temperatures
and viscosity profiles of ChG are suitable to draw fibre [4, 5] or to mould lenses [6]. Indeed,
the potential of ChG fibres has already been demonstrated in many applications, whether in the
medical [7, 8] or civil [9, 10] domains. Obviously, it is well-known that the performances of silica
fibres up to 3 um are the best ever reported with losses less than 0.2dB.km™~! [11, 12]. But the
mid-IR range beyond 3 um is not achievable for silica fibres whereas ChG fibres are necessarily
good candidates even if the optical losses remain around 0.2-0.5 dB.m™! in the 3-10 um range
[13, 14, 15]. ChG present other advantages since they show a large third-order optical non-linear
susceptibility and high index of refraction [16, 17, 18]. Active optical functions are also expected,
especially with the development of mid-IR fibre lasers at wavelengths that do not exist yet [19,
20] even if the luminescence at different wavelengths have been already demonstrated [21, 22].
To carry out this ambitious project, it is necessary, firstly, to design step-index fibre in which the
core could be rare-earth doped, and secondly to inscribe Bragg mirrors to create a laser cavity
[23]. In this work, we focus on the fabrication of the step-index fibre, which could be rare-earth
doped and photo-inscribed by femtosecond laser in a close future. The first point requires the
presence of gallium (Ga) in the composition of the glass since it facilitates the incorporation of
rare-earth ions [24]. Next, the transparency condition in the visible is solved by using sulphur (S)
as chalcogenide element rather than selenium or tellurium from which the synthesized glasses are
dark or black. This condition is also motivated by the necessity of absence of linear absorption at
the writing laser wavelength (actually 800 nm) during the future inscription of Bragg gratings
[25]. The photoinscription of photonic structures, by locally modifying the refractive index of
sulphide glasses, by means of femtosecond laser is now well controlled [26, 27, 28]. Furthermore,

#408334 https://doi.org/10.1364/OME.408334
Journal © 2020 Received 25 Aug 2020; revised 13 Sep 2020; accepted 13 Sep 2020; published 9 Oct 2020


https://orcid.org/0000-0001-7898-3463
https://doi.org/10.1364/OA_License_v1
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1364/OME.408334&amp;domain=pdf&amp;date_stamp=2020-10-09

-

Research Article Vol. 10, No. 11/1 November 2020/ Optical Materials Express 2801

o

in addition to S and Ga elements, germanium (Ge) is a key element to ensure better mechanical
properties for the synthesized glasses [29]. In conclusion, the system based on Ge-Ga-S elements
is very appropriate for the future considered applications and more particularly, the pseudo-binary
system GeS;,-Ga,S3 presents a particular interest [30, 31].

The two main possibilities to adjust the properties of the ChG based on the glass matrix
GeS,-Gay S3 consist either in playing with the Ge/Ga ratio or in addition of a metal halide [32]. In
this paper, we focus on the [GeS;]o.80[GazS3]0.20 matrix because we have clearly established the
structural consequences of the laser irradiations inside this bulk [33] and successfully inscribed
waveguides with or without CsCl [25,28,33]. In consequence, the investigations have been led by
adding either CsCl, Csl, CdI, or CdCl; in this glass matrix. Several percentages of metal halide
up to 20% were added to widen the choice of potential glasses for the fibre. Next, the possibilities
to achieve a step-index fibre are multiple [34] and we have focused on the more adapted technique
for the investigated glasses. Thus, the preform was produced by following three steps. The first
one is the preparation of the core rod by hot drawing and the second one is the obtention of the
cladding tube by a mechanical drilling. The third one consists in the introduction of the core rod
into the cladding tube before the drawing [35]. The attenuation measurement of the step-index
fibre drawn in this study are then presented.

2. Experimental procedures

The glasses are synthesized from pure metallic elements Ga (7N, Alfa Aesar), Ge (SN, Umicore), S
(5N, Sterm) and from the metal halide powder, CsCl, Cdl,, CsI, or CdCl, (4N, Alfa Aesar). Once
a vacuum of 1076 Torr is reached inside the experimental set-up, it is sealed and a complementary
distillation of S at 250°C is implemented. The condensation of S takes place in a silica ampoule
containing all other elements and compounds. The synthesis is carried out by progressively
melting the sealed silica tube containing the elements up to 850°C in a rocking furnace. After a
few hours of homogenization, the mixture is quenched in water at room temperature and then, to
reduce the internal stresses, the glass is annealed below the glass transition temperature (Tg), T, -
15°C, for 4 hours before a slow cooling down to room temperature [36]. The glass rods thus
obtained were either cut and polished into pellets 2 mm thick and 10 mm diameter in order to
carry out different characterizations, or used to elaborate the fibres.

In order to observe the influence of the halogen elements in the [GeS;]o.30[GaxS3]o.20 matrix,
the thermal properties were measured with a Differential Scanning Calorimetry (DSC Q20
Thermal Analysis). The temperature ramp was set at 10°C.min~" in order to measure both
the onset glass transition temperature (7,) and the onset crystallization temperature (7%) of the
sample. The density was determined by the Archimedes’ principle using a Mettler Toledo XS64
balance and the water as immersion fluid.

The optical properties of the glass were measured on 2mm-thickness glass sample. The
refractive indices of each sample have been measured by using a prism coupling method at
825nm, 1311 nm and 1551 nm (Metricon [37]).

The transmissions of glasses in the visible and near infrared ranges were measured using a
Perkin Elmer double beam spectrophotometer and a Bruker Fourier transform infrared (FTIR)
spectrophotometer (Tensor 37), respectively.

The nonlinear optical properties were measured by the Z-scan method. The excitation was
provided by a Ti:sapphire regenerative amplifier (RegA from Coherent Inc.) delivering 350 fs
pulses of central wavelength A = 800 nm at a repetition rate of 10 kHz. A 150 mm focal length
lens was used to focused to beam on the samples of 2 mm thickness. A first photodiode was
placed before the sample in order to record a reference signal. After the sample the beam was
separated into two part to measure simultaneously the nonlinear absorption and the nonlinear
refractive index. A diaphragm with transmission S = 0.4 was placed on the beam path for the
measurement of the nonlinear refractive index nj.
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The nonlinear absorption curve was fitted to the formula:

o — L= 0 m
T(Z,S = 1) = Zm=0 ( ‘é’(;(z_'_tl)g,/z)) nH

where : go(z,1) = In this formula, zg is the Rayleigh range of the beam and A = BIo(f)L.y.

A

(1+22/z3)"

L.y is the effective length that takes into account the linear absorption @: Loy = (1 — e7%F)/a.
The expression of the transmission used during the fitting procedure for the determination of

ny is:

4ADyx

oA =1~ o+ 1)

(2)
where x = Z/ZR and A‘Do = 2THLEﬁFI’lzl().

The transmission is measured for several values of the irradiance Iy and the Fig. 1 shows
the normalized measurements for the determination of 8 (Fig. 1-a) and n; (Fig. 1-b). The
normalization of the n, curves includes the nonlinear absorption.
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Fig. 1. Typical plots of the nonlinear absorption 3 (a) and normalized transmittance (b) for
different values of the irradiance for glass samples. The data were recorded for the specific
composition ([GeSz1o.80[GazS310.20)95 (CsCDs.

The dependence of the coefficient A and A®q with the irradiance was then linearly fitted and
the values of 5 and n, were determined from the slope of the lines. An example of these fits is
shown in Fig. 2.

All synthetized glass rods used for drawing were thoroughly polished at their surface to remove
the slight imperfections. The glass rod corresponding to the core glass is drawn in order to reach
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Fig. 2. Dependence of the coefficient A and A®( with the irradiance and their linear fit.
The slopes of the linear fits are used for the determination of 8 and n,.

a stick with a 1 to 1.5 mm diameter. The second glass rod, corresponding to the cladding and
having a lower linear refractive index was previously drilled mechanically using a drill press
(Fig. 3-a&b). A hole of 1 to 1.5 mm diameter was longitudinally produced and then polished
to eliminate scratches and imperfections that may appear during drilling. The core rod can
then be inserted inside the perforated cladding rod to get the preform of the future step-index
fibre (Fig. 3-c) [34]. The lower part of the preform is placed in a tubular furnace connected to
a home-made drawing tower specially designed for soft glasses. A flow of He at 1.5 L.min!
creates an inert atmosphere around the preform during the fibering. The furnace is heated to a
temperature of around 600°C and under the effect of gravity, a drop forms and falls down, thus
generating the optical fibre that is rolled around a drum. The fibre diameter is controlled by the
lowering speed of the preform in the furnace associated with the rolling speed of fibre around
the drum. A vacuum was applied during the drawing to optimize the quality of the core/clad
interface.

i,

Fig. 3. (a) and (b) Photographs of a ([GeS3]0.80[Ga2S310.20)90 (CsCl)1g glass rod during
mechanical drilling; (c) Photograph of the rod-in-tube preform.

The attenuation measurements of the double index fibre were carried out by means of a FTIR
spectrometer (Tensor 37, Bruker) coupled with a MCT detector. In order to remove all the
cladding modes an absorbing coating was applied on the surface of the fibre. The cut-back
method was used to calculate the attenuation of the fibre core [38] with fibre lengths from 1 m
down to 0.20 m. The light signal is injected at the input of the fibre of length L; and the measured
intensity /() at the output of the fibre is recorded. The fibre is then cut at the output and a new
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spectrum /() corresponding to the new length of fibre L, is then recorded. The fibre attenuation
@ (in dB.m™!) as a function of the wavelength A is determined by using the equation below:

0, bW
-L g1011(/l)

o) = 1 G)

3. Glass properties

The possible percentage of incorporation of alkali or transition metal halide under investigations
is relatively large in the glass matrix [GeS2]o.80[Ga2S3]o.20 since up to 20 mol. % can be added for
CsCl, Csl, and Cdl,. This content is only 15 mol. % in case of CdCl,. One can also mention that
the stability against ambient humidity becomes a problem for the contents higher than 15 mol.%
whatever the metal halide. Some physical (T, and density) and optical (Eg, no, nz, and ) data
collected for all synthesized glasses are reported in Table 1. These families of glass exhibit pretty
high T, for chalcogenide glasses since T, are between 347°C (x =20mol. % CsI) and 442 °C
(glass matrix).

Whatever the series, T, decreases with the addition of the metal halide (Fig. 4). This feature is
related to the incorporation of the halide elements in the structural network of the glasses, which
break the Ge-S or Ga-S bonds, and consequently the crosslinking of the material is reduced. Thus,
a modification of the glass structure by opening the tetrahedral structure based on both GaSy/, or
GeSy4/2 occurs. For instance, Cs*[GaS; /2Cl]™ entities are formed at the end of the chain and the
anion leads to a fragmentation of the glass network, which also promotes the formation of glass
[39, 40, 41]. Moreover, in those glass families, there are also some 3-fold coordinated S and the
addition of halides ensures their disappearance, meaning a decrease of the crosslinking [33, 42].

Unlike T, the density of glasses increases when metal halides are added. The density values
are around 2.80 g.cm™> without any halide metal and is found, for the highest one, at 3.39 g.cm™
for 20 mol. % of CdI, (Table 1). As shown in Fig. 4, the increase of density is more pronounced
with the CdI, incorporation into the vitreous matrix, which has a higher average atomic mass

—a—CsCl —=Cs| —=—CdCl, —=—Cdl
460 2 2

440
420
400

T,(°C)

380
360
340

3.5
3.4
33
32
3.1
3.0 ]
29 ]
2.8
2.7 T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
0.0 25 5.0 7.5 10.0 12.5 15.0 17.5 20.0
Metal halide content (x, mol. %)

Density (o, g.cm™)

Fig. 4. Evolution of T, (a) and the density (b) of glasses as a function of the metal halide
content in the glass matrix [GeS;]p.80[Ga2S3]0.20- The empty symbols represent the data
for the glass matrix. The uncertainties on T correspond to the height of the symbols.
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Table 1. Tg, density, and optical data for glasses based on the matrix [GeS2]o.g0[Ga2S3]o.20 in
which CsCl, Csl, Cdl,, or CdCl, are added. (*data at A =835 nm from [43])

Metal halide Density ny ng ny ny (1073
content (mol. T, (°C) (g.cm‘3 ) E; (eV) (825nm) (1311nm) (1551nm) cm?/GW) (cm/GW)
%) (£2) (£0.02) (£0.02) (£0.001)  (£0.001) (£0.001) (£10%) (£10%)
[GeS2]0.80[Ga2S3]0.20

442 2.80 2.64 2.151%*
([GeS21o.80[Ga2S3]0.20)100-x (CsClx glasses, 5 <x <20
x=5 412 291 2.76 2.105 2.087 2.082 1.62 8.63
x=175 408 2.93 2.76 2.092 2.064 2.059 1.43 8.60
x=10 395 2.92 2.85 2.071 2.043 2.039 1.52 8.41
x=12.5 390 2.96 2.88 2.054 2.028 2.023 1.38 6.95
x=15 375 2.96 2.89 2.038 2.004 2.002 0.97 6.78
x=17.5 370 2.97 3.00 2.022 1.998 1.993 0.92 6.65
x=20 367 3.04 3.00 2.000 1.976 1.972 0.88 6.75
([GeS210.80[Ga28310.20)100-x (CdL2)x glasses, 5 < x <20
x=5 416 3.00 2.78 2.139 2.108 2.103 1.68 11.62
x=7.5 409 3.09 2.77 2.130 2.099 2.094 1.75 12.83
x=10 384 3.19 2.76 2.126 2.093 2.090 1.76 11.96
x=12.5 380 3.20 2.76 2.124 2.094 2.088 1.85 11.04
x=15 364 322 2.75 2.116 2.089 2.083 2.13 12.34
x=17.5 358 3.34 2.75 2.115 2.085 2.080 2.09 11.95
x=20 347 3.39 2.74 2.108 2.078 2.073 2.08 10.67
([GeS210.80[GazS310.20)100-x (CsDx glasses, 5 <x <20
x=5 434 2.95 2.82 2.109 2.079 2.075 1.80 6.89
x=17.5 424 3.02 2.82 2.101 2.072 2.066 1.88 7.87
x=10 412 3.07 2.83 2.091 2.063 2.057 1.90 7.77
x=12.5 407 3.09 2.84 2.076 2.047 2.043 1.66 6.70
x=15 387 3.10 2.86 2.058 2.031 2.026 1.55 7.22
x=17.5 380 3.13 2.86 2.048 2.021 2.017 1.41 8.03
x=20 369 3.16 2.87 2.035 2.010 2.005 1.48 8.21
([GeS21o.80[Ga2S3]0.20)100-x (CACly)x glasses, S <x <15
x=5 410 2.86 2.76 2.121 2.093 2.087 1.89 10.59
x=17.5 397 2.94 2.88 2.110 2.081 2.076 1.71 9.46
x=10 380 2.97 2.89 2.108 2.079 2.074 1.55 8.47
x=12.5 363 3.01 2.92 2.101 2.073 2.068 1.49 7.23
x=15 356 2.99 2.92 2.090 2.063 2.057 1.41 6.55

than the other metal halides. Consequently, the monotonous evolution of density as a function of
the metal halide content can be ascribed to their average atomic mass.

The transmission windows for all glasses have been measured in order to extract the electronic
band-gap E,. In Table 1, it is seen that E, slowly varies versus the content of the metal halide.
For instance, in the CsCl- and CdCl,-based glasses, the blue-shift evolution is slightly more
pronounced than the Csl- and Cdl,-ones. In addition, the Fig. 5 displays the transmission spectra
of the glasses with 10% mol. of metal halide. This percentage has been selected in order to take
into account both the chemical stability and the advantage given by a metal halide in the synthesis
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process. The short wavelength cut-off edge of the glasses corresponding to the light to dark
yellow colour is located at wavelengths between 420 nm and 450 nm. The inset of the Fig. 5 also
shows that glasses with C1™ ions have a blue shift compared to glasses with I” ions because of the
greater polarizability of C1™. It is also seen that the long wavelength cut-off, directly correlated
to the phonon energy, is located around 11 um. In the present case, it is assigned to the intrinsic
multiphonon absorptions of Ge—S and Ga-S vibrations [44]. At this level of investigation, the
role of the metal halide in the composition is not evidenced.

100

——10 mol. % CsCl ——10 mol. % CdCl,

——10 mol. % Csl ——10 mol. % Cdl,
80

-]
=1
[

P
o
1

Transmission (%)

20 -

0.4 0.5 0.6 0.7 0.8

—
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14
Wavelength (um)

Fig. 5. Vis-IR transmission curves of glass bulks of 1 mm-thickness containing 10% mol.
of metal halide. The inset focused on the low-part wavelength to emphasize their visible
absorption edge.

Another observation concerns the maximum of transmission for the four samples that is
between 75% and 80%. This level of transmission has to be related to the losses by reflexions on
the two air-glass interfaces. Moreover, we can observe that the lowest maximum of transmission
is found for the Cdl,-based glass. This is consistent with the linear refractive index of the glasses
since the Cdl,-based sample possesses the highest 79, meaning that its reflexion losses will be
the highest. The equation of the reflectivity R connects the glass bulk transmission 7 and the
linear refractive index ng:

1-Ty  (ng—1)*
B 1+T() B (}’lo+1)2

The transmission spectra reveal also some absorption peaks/bands in the transmission window
that are the consequence of presence of impurities in the glass. Thus, the peaks at ~ 2.9 um,
~4.0um, ~ 4.9 um, ~ 6.3 um, and ~ 6.6 pm are attributed to the vibrations of O-H, S-H, C-S,
molecular H>O, and CS,, respectively. One can also note a shoulder between 8 pm and 9 um
ascribed to the Ge-O or Si-O bonds, which will be at the origin of the wavelength cut-off of the
fibres presented in the next section.

Chalcogenide glasses have high linear refractive indices (n9) compared to the oxide glasses.
The polarizability of the glass constituents is the most influential parameter meaning that ng
is inevitably higher in the series O <S < Se < Te. Strongly polarizable atoms such as heavy
metals also tend to increase ng [43]. In our glass series, in which ng is around 2 (see Table 1), we
clearly observe a decrease of ng as a function of the wavelength of measurement corresponding
to the normal dispersion. Next, ng is also going down if the metal halide content is growing
up. The observation of the Fig. 6 leads to assume that (i) the decrease of ng versus the halide

“



Vol. 10, No. 11/1 November 2020/ Optical Materials Express 2807

content is more influenced by Cl than by I and (ii) the decrease of ng versus the metal content is
more influenced by Cs than by Cd. In other words, the variation of ng is most important with
CsCl additions and less important with CdI, additions. Consequently, the intensity of decreasing
variation of ng as a function of the metal halide content is favored with an electropositive metal

and an electronegative halide.

- 825 nm -@ 1311 nm -A- 1551 nm
215 2415
CsCl Csl
2.104 "\_\l 11 % g l2.10
) -
4 g
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Fig. 6. Evolution of the linear refractive index of glasses at three wavelengths (825 nm
(squares), 1311 nm (circles), and 1551 nm (triangles)) as a function of the metal halide
content in the glass matrix [GeS;]y.80[GaS3]0.20- 7 uncertainties are lower than the height
of the symbols.

Chalcogenide glasses are also known to have strong non-linear parameters that is essential for

applications in active optic. As stated above, the studied glasses could be involved in future fibre
lasers in which the laser cavity will be inscribed by laser writing. It was therefore interesting to

—a—CsCl —s—Csl —s—CdCl, —=—Cdl,

2.5
|@
T 20
)
§ 15
~ 3
5
% 1.0-
~
5 4
0.5 — 1 —
5.0 75 10.0 125 15.0 17.5 20.0
16 I 1 I I R I " I " I
{(b)
14 3
T 2d ] — {\
g ] ||/ | {\¥ / "\
‘E; 10 4 l\;
6 -4
———F 3+
5.0 7.5 10.0 125 15.0 17.5 20.0

Metal halide content (x, mol. %)

Fig. 7. Evolution of the nonlinear refractive index n, (a) and the nonlinear absorption
coefficient 8 (b) of glasses as a function of the metal halide content in the glass matrix
[GeS2]o.80[Ga25310.20-



-

Research Article Vol. 10, No. 11/1 November 2020/ Optical Materials Express 2808

o

be able to study them over a wide range. The values of the nonlinear refractive index (n,) and
the nonlinear absorption coefficient (8) are given in Table 1. The nonlinear refractive index is
around 1074 m?/W meaning that these values are higher than for silica glasses, which have a
nonlinear index of the order of 2.1071® m%/W at 1.55 um [45]. Their evolutions with the metal
halide additions are plotted in Fig. 7.

Whatever the metal halide the non-linear parameters are going down with metal halide
additions. This feature was already pointed out in analogous studies based on GeS; — Ga;S;3
with CsCl or CslI glasses [44,18]. It is known that n, and ng generally show similar behaviour to
material polarization. In the investigated series, the addition of halide decreases the lone pair
density and consequently its polarizability. The nonlinear absorption coefficient follows the
trend of band absorption. Indeed, the nonlinear absorption (mainly two photon absorption in
our case) is increasing when the band-gap energy decreases. This behavior is often observed
in chalcogenide glasses when the characterization wavelength is slightly lower than 24, with
Agap is the wavelength associated to the band-gap [46].

4. Fibres and characterisations

Knowing T, and linear refractive index of the glasses from the 4 series, it is possible to choose
different combinations of core/clad compositions. At this preliminary level, the specifications rela-
tive to the two compositions were established as follows: (i) 4T, < 20°C, (ii) 1072 < Ang < 5.1072,
and (iii) glass compositions of the core and the clad belonging to a unique system. As previously
mentioned, the system based on CsCl is intensively studied by our groups in the framework of
the photoinscription and the future objectives on the step-index fibres will be in relation with this
topic since the inscription of Bragg mirrors inside the core are planned by this technique [25-28].
In consequence, the first attempts of step-index fibre drawing were undertaken with core and
clad compositions of ([GeS2]0.80[Ga253]0.20)90 (CsCD)1o and ([GeS2]0.80[Ga2S3]0.20)85 (CsCl)1s,
respectively. Thus, in the present case, AT, =20°C, 4ny < 0.033 (at 825 nm), and AT = (T-T)
are 146°C and 164°C for the core and clad glasses, respectively. Unfortunately, our attempts have
not been successful since even if some fibres have been drawn, their transmissions were poor. We
assume that essentially two reasons are responsible of this failure: A7 is around 20°C between
the core and the clad glasses but T, of the core glass is higher than T, of the clad glass. This
means that during the drawing process the temperature has to be increased sufficiently high to
soften the core glass and the consequences on the clad glass could be a bad final contact between
the core and clad of the fibre. The other reason concerns the magnitude of 4ng that could be
higher in order to favour the light injection/propagation in the core of the fibre. In the present
case, the infrared light is pretty well transmitted in all the fibre but once an absorbing coating is
applied on the clad to empty the cladding modes, no signal is detected at the fibre output.
Consequently, our strategy has been reviewed. The systems with CsI and CdCl, were eliminated
for such application on the basis of experiments. The glasses containing CsI are assumed too
fragile since they break more often during the drilling process whereas the glass rods containing
CdCl, are more difficult to synthesize and show a least stability at ambient atmosphere because
of their higher hygroscopic behaviour. Next, the Cdl,-based glasses are good candidates from a
mechanical point of view, but the decrease of ng as a function of the Cdl, mol. content is weaker
than in CsCl-based series. (Table 1). So, the manufacturing of a step-index fibre using a core
and a clad from a unique series cannot be considered. Nevertheless, the combination using the
two glasses from the CsCl- and Cdl,- based series to produce the step-index fibre is a potential
option. In Table 1, we can note that ny of the CdI,-based glasses are higher than the CsCl ones.
This feature imposes the Cdl,-based glass as core glass and the CsCl-based one as clad glass.
Moreover, within the objectives of the future laser photowriting structure in the core of the fibre,
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the Cdl,-based composition is also appropriate since recent preliminary experiments have been
led to a permanent 4ny modification under irradiation.

Next, the glass rods have to be synthesized with a relative facility and the risk of crystallization
has to be very weak. For the fibering procedure, T, have to be as close as possible to fit with a single
drawing temperature. At last, we give priority to a higher Ang between the core and the clad glasses
to force a multimode propagation into the core. Finally, we have chosen to fix the core and the
clad compositions as ([GeS2]o.80[Ga2S310.20)90(CdI2) 10 and ([GeS2]o.80[Ga2S3]0.20)90(CsCl) 1o,
respectively. Thus, 4ng is around 0.055, 47 is 11°C, with a higher T, for the cladding glass,
and AT are 120°C and 146°C for the core and clad glasses, respectively. The drawing of this
preform was carried out. An image of the cross section the fibre, recorded from a Keyence
microscope is depicted in Fig. 8. In the present case the total diameter of the fibre is 300 pm and
the core diameter is 35 um. The core/clad interface does not show any evidence of defects. This
observation can probably be liable to an effective polishing of the interior of the cladding tube
and a satisfying vacuum configuration during the drawing process.

(Grossissement: X1000,0}

Fig. 8. (a) Microscope image of the cross section of the fibre. The total and the core
diameters were measured at 300 um and 35 pm, respectively; (b) Microscope image zoom
on the core/clad interface.

The step-index fibre attenuation, shown in Fig. 9, was measured by means of a FTIR once
the clad was emptied of all cladding modes by using an absorbing coating. A comparison
of attenuation measurements with a mono-index fibre of ([GeS;]o.80[Ga2S3]0.20)90(Cdl2)10
composition is also provided in Fig. 9. The first observation concerns the mean level of
attenuation, around 10-12dB.m~! between 3 um and 7 um, which is similar for the two fibres
even if some slight differences can be underlined. The intense and large absorption bands located
around 4 um and 6.6 um for the two fibres are attributed to S-H and CS, vibrations, respectively.
A less important absorption at 4.9 um that originates from the C-S vibrations is also visible.
Additional absorption bands are present for the step-index fibre. Concerning these differences,
we can mention some slight supplementary peaks at 5.2 ym and 5.85 pm, for which the attribution
is still under investigations and at 6.3 pm attributed to the molecular H,O vibration.

These results are hopeful since although the core glass is heated two times no thermal
deteriorations are observed. Moreover, in this step-index configuration the core of the fibre does
not interact with the atmosphere. Consequently, the relative instability towards atmosphere that
can occur for metal halide-based chalcogenide fibre is under control since the core of the fibre is
surrounded by the clad. Indeed, at contrary to a mono-index fibre, the delivered power by the
step-index fibre without any other protective polymer has been shown to be stable for several
weeks.
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Fig. 9. Attenuation curve of the step-index fibre after removing the cladding modes (red).
The black curve corresponds to the attenuation of a mono-index fibre having the same
composition than the core of the step-index fibre.

5. Conclusions

Glasses based on the photowritable vitreous matrix GeS;- Ga;S3, in which metal halide such as
CsCl, Csl, CdCl,, or CdI, is incorporated have been studied in order to have at disposal thermal
and optical parameters for drawing a promising step-index fibre. The works have allowed to
define a right core/clad combination to draw a multimode step-index fibre showing a minimal of
10dB.m™" of losses for windows in the 3 um - 7 um range. Even if this result is very promising,
for the future targeted applications, the optical losses have to be further reduced yet to positively
consider a fibre laser effect once the earth-rare element will be inserted in the composition.
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