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A discovery of sentence patterns and phonological symbolism in GU Cheng’s Poems
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Abstract

The present work explores GU Cheng's sentence patterns and phonological symbolism by the
Principal Components Analysis (PCA) for: 1. sentence lengths, 2. sinograms, 3. syllables, 4. conso-
nants, 5. vowels, and 6. tones. On the basis of colocation frequency, we extract underlying rhythmic
and musical patterns from every lines. This allows to categorize the rhythmic and the musicality
feeling in reading GU Cheng's poems, characterize his poetic syntax and propose a methodical ap-

proach to interpreting his poems.

Keywords: contemporary Chinese poetry, quantitative analysis, poetic syntax, phonological symbol-

ism, GU Cheng
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