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EDITORIAL

This special issue consists of several contributions sub-
mitted by participants attending the ColloquiumonHigh
Resolution Molecular Spectroscopy (HRMS), held in
Dijon, France, from 26 to 30 August 2019. This meet-
ing was the 26th in a biennial series of international
conferences, which in recent years have taken place alter-
nately inDijon, France and in another EuropeanCountry
(2009 in Castellammare di Stabia, Italy, 2013 in Budapest,
Hungary, and 2017 in Helsinki, Finland, see [1–3]). This
series has a long-standing tradition as one of the most
important conferences worldwide on all aspects of high-
resolution molecular spectroscopy. The next conference
will take place in Cologne, Germany, from 29 August to
3 September 2021, and interested scientists should con-
tact Stephan Schlemmer, Cologne, or a member of the
executive committee.

With 350 participants, the 2019 HRMS Colloquium
had record attendance (see Figure 1). Over the years, the
conference has established a special relationship with the
journal Molecular Physics, which sponsors the ‘Molecu-
lar Physics lecture’ to be given by a most distinguished
senior scientist in the field of high-resolution molecular
spectroscopy. Previous Molecular Physics lecturers have
been Jim K.G. Watson (1997), Alan Carrington (1999),
John M. Brown (2001), Richard N. Zare (2003), Terry A.
Miller (2005), Fleming F. Crim (2007), Keiichi Tanaka
(2009), Marsha I. Lester (2011), Jürgen Troe (2013), Mar-
tin Quack (2015) and John L. Hall (2017). For the 2019
meeting, the Molecular Physics lecture was given by
Dan Neumark on ‘High resolution photoelectron spec-
troscopy of negative ions’, see also the paper by J. DeVine
et al. in the present issue.

The conference also honours junior scientists by the
Amat-Mills Award given for the best contributed papers
and by the newly established JonT.HougenTravelAward.
The laureates of the Amat-Mills Awards, selected by

the award committee headed by Agnès Perrin, are Thi
Thuy Nguyen (Laboratoire Interuniversitaire des Sys-
tèmes Atmosphériques, Université Paris-Est Créteil and
Université de Paris) in the category poster and Oliver
Zingsheim (University of Cologne) in the category con-
tributed talks. This award consists of a diploma, free
registration for the next colloquium and a substantial gift
of books, which this year included theHandbook of High
Resolution Spectroscopy [4], Fundamentals of Molecu-
lar Symmetry [5] and Astronomical Spectroscopy [6].
The first laureates of the Jon T. Hougen Travel Awards,
selected by the award committee co-headed by Isabelle
Kleiner and Marek Kreglewski, were Rihab Hakiri (Uni-
versity of Tunis) and Aleksei Kuznetsov (University of
Tomsk).

Other scientific highlights of the conference included
mini-symposia on ‘Environmental far- and mid-IR spec-
troscopy’, ‘Theoretical predictions of molecular spec-
tra’ and ‘Cold molecules for spectroscopy and dynam-
ics’. Finally, the symposium featured, on the evening of
Wednesday 28 August, the scientific lecture ‘The acety-
lene saga: A journey into HRMS’ by Michel Herman
to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Colloquium.
His lecture was preceded by a moving tribute to Dr.
Jon T. Hougen: ‘More than 50 years of spectroscopy,
motion and matrix elements’ by Isabelle Kleiner, and
an entertaining and well-illustrated historical overview
entitled ‘1969: The first Dijon HRMS meeting’ by Phil
R. Bunker, which described the circumstances that gave
birth to the first HRMS meeting held in Dijon in
1969.

The papers presented in this special issue were han-
dled through the normal reviewing and editorial pro-
cesses. We hope that the tradition of publishing excellent
spectroscopic work in Molecular Physics will continue
for a long time.
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Figure 1. Official conference photograph of the 26th Colloquium of High-ResolutionMolecular Spectroscopy held in Dijon, France from
26 to 30 August 2019.

References

[1] P. De Natale, G. Di Lonardo, M. Herman, M. Quack and
T.P. Softley, Mol. Phys. 108, 675 (2010).

[2] T.P. Softley, A.G. Császár, P. De Natale, M. Herman andM.
Quack, Mol. Phys. 112, 2373 (2014).

[3] J. Vander Auwera, M. Godefroid, L. Halonen, T. Huet, F.
Merkt, P. De Natale and S. Willitsch, Mol. Phys. 116, 3447
(2018).

[4] M. Quack and F. Merkt, editors, Handbook of High Resolu-
tion Spectroscopy (Wiley, Chichester and New York, 2011).

[5] P.R. Bunker and P. Jensen, Fundamentals ofMolecular Sym-
metry (CRC Press, 2018).

[6] J. Tennyson,Astronomical Spectroscopy, 3rd Edition (World
Scientific, 2019).

Stefan Willitsch
Department of Chemistry, Universtiy of Basel,
Klingelbergstrasse 80, 4056 Basel, Switzerland

Editors of Molecular Physics
stefan.willitsch@unibas.ch

Vincent Boudon
Laboratoire Interdisciplinaire Carnot de Bourgogne,

CNRS – Université de Bourgogne, Dijon, France
Chairman of the 26th HRMS Conference

Vincent.Boudon@u-bourgogne.fr

Paolo De Natale
Istituto Nazionale di Ottica – CNR & European

Laboratory for Nonlinear Spectroscopy LENS, Florence,
Italy

Member of the HRMS Executive Committee
paolo.denatale@ino.cnr.it

Thérèse Huet
Université Lille, CNRS, F-59000 Lille, France
Member of the HRMS Executive Committee

therese.huet@univ-lille.fr

Frédéric Merkt
Laboratorium für Physikalische Chemie ETH Zürich,

8093 Zürich, Switzerland
Member of the HRMS Executive Committee

merkt@phys.chem.ethz.ch

mailto:stefan.willitsch@unibas.ch
mailto:Vincent.Boudon@u-bourgogne.fr
mailto:paolo.denatale@ino.cnr.it
mailto:therese.huet@univ-lille.fr
mailto:merkt@phys.chem.ethz.ch

	References

