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Course Objectives:

The objective of this course is to provide students with an introduction to the main methods and
topics of the field of economic history. It will show how the combination of economic reasoning,
empirical analysis, and knowledge of historical and institutional settings can be illuminating to
understand the roots and implications of critical junctures of the past, and in particular of modern
economic growth.

Prerequisites:

None

Practical information about the sessions:

Students are expected to attend all classes and participate in class discussions. Using laptops or
tablets is allowed for taking notes only.

There will be 10 weekly sessions. Sessions are held on Wednesdays, 6:30pm-7:45pm in MH 2001,
starting on 08/09/2020.

Slides will be posted on Moodle after each session.

Each class will dedicate 1 hour to lectures, and 15 minutes to Q&A. Q&A will be centred on topics of
the day, which will be posted on Moodle one Monday—you don’t necessarily need to prepare these
topics in advance, but pay attention to them during class.
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Grading system:

The grade of the course will consist of two elements:
(1) In-class participation (15%).

(2) Afinal essay (85%).

Session planning:

1. Introduction: What is Economic History? (S1-2)

Does the past have useful economics? This introduction provides an overview of the role of
economic history. It discusses how economists have traditionally approached economic history, and
how they approach it today. It also provides a short overview of the intellectual origins of the field
and where it is headed.

2. Modern Economic Growth in Historical Perspective (S3-4)

When and where did modern economic growth begin? This session provides an overview of
worldwide economic development in a long-run perspective, with a particular focus on the Industrial
Revolution and the Great Divergence. It then discusses the main roots of the emergence of modern
economic growth.

3. Institutions and Modern Economic Growth (S5)

Institutions are often considered central to the origins of modern economic growth. This session will
discuss the role of institutions in the context of the Industrial Revolution, but also more broadly.

4. A Culture of Growth (S6)

This session explores the intellectual origins of the Industrial Revolution, and in particular the roles
of the Enlightenment and of the printing press.

5. Directed Technological Change (S7)

Why did innovation explode in Britain in the 18" century? This session explores the roles of factor
endowments in explaining directed technological change during the Industrial Revolution, and the
role of technology more broadly.

6. Environment and the Industrial Revolution (S8)

This session focuses on the implications of pollution and temperature variation on mortality and city
growth during the Industrial Revolution in Britain.

7. Historical Perspectives on the COVID-19 Crisis (S9)

This session discusses how past pandemics impacted individuals and societies over the long run,
and which of their aspects can and cannot be a guide to understand the implications of the current
crisis.

8. Review Session (S10)

This session will be providing a review of the course and will be open to Q&A. It will also provide
pointers for the final examination.




Final examination (TBA)

The final examination will consist in an argumentative essay answering a question chosen among
two questions.
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Distance learning:

Distance learning can be provided when necessary by implementing:
® Interactive virtual classrooms via Zoom
® Recorded lectures (videos)

® Chatrooms: Weekly office hours on Zoom upon request




