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Existence of a global weak solution for a reaction-diffusion
problem with membrane conditions

Giorgia Ciavolella* Benoit Perthame*

June 8, 2022

Abstract

Several problems, issued from physics, biology or the medical science, lead to parabolic
equations set in two sub-domains separated by a membrane with selective permeability to
specific molecules. The corresponding boundary conditions, describing the flow through the
membrane, are compatible with mass conservation and energy dissipation, and are called the
Kedem-Katchalsky conditions. Additionally, in these models, written as reaction-diffusion
systems, the reaction terms have a quadratic behaviour.

M. Pierre and his collaborators have developed a complete L' theory for reaction-diffusion
systems with different diffusion. Here, we adapt this theory to the membrane boundary
conditions and prove the existence of weak solutions when the initial data has only L'
regularity using the truncation method for the nonlinearities. In particular, we establish
several estimates as the W' regularity of the solutions. Also, a crucial step is to adapt the
fundamental L? (space, time) integrability lemma to our situation.

2010 Mathematics Subject Classification. 35K57, 35D30, 35Q92
Keywords and phrases. Kedem-Katchalsky conditions; membrane boundary conditions; reaction-
diffusion equations; mathematical biology

Introduction

We analyse the existence of a global weak solution for a reaction-diffusion problem of m species
which diffuse through a permeable membrane. This kind of problem is described by the so-called
Kedem-Katchalsky conditions [I5] and has been used in mathematical biology recently. They
can describe transport of molecules through the cell/nucleus membrane [25], the flux of cancer
cells through thin interfaces [10] or solutes absorption processes through the arterial wall [23].

To describe the model, we consider, as depicted in Fig. |1} an inner transverse C'* membrane T
separating a domain  in two connected sub-domains Q' and 2,

QO =QuUQcRY d>2 I =90 N on2.

We assume Q! and 92 to be piecewise C' domains. In order to set boundary conditions, we
introduce I'' = 9O \ T and I'? = 9Q? \ I'. We assume that I'! and I'? are non-empty. We could
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also consider a different geometry such that Q! includes Q? and the membrane becomes the
boundary of the inner domain (see for example [0, 18, [19]). In contrast, the biological situation
that we analyse is presented in Fig. [I] and that is why we leave open the problem with an inner
domain.

1 [2

Q

Figure 1: Ezample of spatial domain Q0 with an inner transverse membrane I' which decomposes
Q in open sets Q' and Q2. The figure also shows the outward normals to the membrane.

Ignoring a possible drift, the diffusion through the membrane is described by the system, for
species i =1, ..,m,

Opu; — DiAu; = fi(ugy ooy tm), in Qr:=(0,T) x Q,

u; = 0, in X7 = (0,T) x (I UT?), "
Oprut = Op1u? = ki(u? —u}), inYppr:=(0,T)xT,

u; (0, ) = ug i(z) >0, in Q,

in which D; and k; are positive constants and n” is the outward normal of the domain Q* for
A = 1,2 such that n? = —n!. In particular, we use the notation d,1u} = Vu? - n'. We denote
each species density for i = 1,...,m with

ul, in QY
U; = .
in 02,

since each one lives in both sub-domains Q*, for A = 1,2. There is a jump of u;, i = 1,...,m
across the membrane I" that we denote by (u? —u}) =: [u;]. More precisely, for z € I' and for all
i =1,...,m, we define the trace in Sobolev sense
ui(z) = lim w(z +hn'(x)), ui(z) = lim u;(x + h n(x)).
h—0— h—0—

The interest of this system stems from the boundary conditions. In fact, besides standard
Dirichlet boundary condition on T'*, for A = 1, 2, we have used the Kedem-Katchalsky membrane
conditions [I5] on I'. These conditions are made up by two principles: the conservation of mass,
which brings to flux continuity, and the dissipation principle such that the L?-norm of the solu-
tion is decreasing in time. This last property gives us that the flux is proportional to the jump
of the density through the membrane with proportionality coefficient k;, the membrane perme-
ability constant. These Kedem-Katchalsky interface conditions were introduced in 1961 in [15]



in a thermodynamic context and they were applied to biological problems only later. In 2002,
Quarteroni & all. [23] used these interface conditions in the study of the dynamics of the solute
in the vessel and in the arterial wall. In 2006, Calabro and Zunino [8] applied their theoretical
results on elliptic partial differential equations to the study of the behavior of a biological model
for the transfer of chemicals through thin biological membranes. In 2007, Serafini, in her PhD
thesis [25], studied a model of the intracellular signal transduction processes in which molecules
freely diffuse and the membrane transport events are allowed. In 2010, Cangiani and Natalini
[9] considered models of nuclear transport of molecules such as proteins in living cells taking
into account the active transport of molecules along the cytoplasmic microtubules. We also find
Kedem-Katchalsky conditions in recent works studying tumor invasion such as in the pressure
equation in Gallinato & all. ([14], 2017) or in the tumor cell density’s equation in Chaplain & all.
([I0], 2019). In [19] (2019), Li & all. proposed a rigorous derivation of bulk surface models which
describe cell polarization and cell division including also transmission conditions. Let us also
mention an example of transmission condition in electrochemistry: Bathory & all. ([3], 2019)
proposed a problem frequently used when modelling the transfer of ions through the interface
between two different materials.

For the applications we have in mind, System has mass control, membrane conditions
are conservative, and we are interested in developing a theory of weak solutions based on this
L' bound even if the reaction terms are, for instance, quadratic. For usual reaction-diffusion
systems, such a theory has been developed in a series of papers initiated by M. Pierre and devel-
oped later by several authors. In particular, we extend, to the case of membrane conditions, the
method proposed by M. Pierre in [2] [4] 2T] and extended by E.-H. Laamri and M. Pierre [17],
E.-H. Laamri and B. Perthame [I6]. This method develops a theory to treat high order non-
linearities and low regularity initial data compatible with the natural L! regularity of solutions.
Moreover, we show that for alli = 1,...,m, A = 1,2, u} € WH1(Q?) (and even better), but it does
not have L' derivatives in the whole €. In any case, since u;, i = 1,...,m is a Sobolev function
in Q! and Q2, the trace makes sense in 92 and thus the definition of the jumps [u;], i = 1,...,m
is meaningful. Finally, we define w = (ug, ..., u,,) the vector solution which is characterized by
nonnegative components and, as we will see later on, they are naturally L' functions but not L2.
One of the difficulties of a membrane problem is to derive an L?(Qr) estimate.

In this work, we prove analytical results concerning existence of solutions and regularity of
solutions in the case of the reaction-diffusion systems with Kedem-Katchalsky conditions .
The paper is composed of two sections. In Section [I| we introduce the assumptions and our
main result about global existence of a weak solution for the Problem with related lemmas.
We also present a specific example in order to give a more concrete idea of the type of systems
of interest for us. In Section |2, we prove this result introducing the approximation model of (|1)
(Subsection , proving and applying an a priori L? estimate on the solution (Subsection
proving a theorem about the existence of a supersolution of (Subsection and a second one
on the existence of a solution (Subsection . At the end of this work, the reader can find three
Appendices. Appendix [A] and Appendix [B] contain the proof of a regularity and compactness
lemma useful in the third step of the proof of our main result. Appendix [C]provides Sobolev and
Poincaré embeddings in the case of membrane conditions and, in general, of non-uniform zero
boundary conditions.



1 Assumptions and main results

1.1 Assumptions

We gather several assumptions on the reaction term f(u) = (fi(u),..., frn(u)) that are used
separately throughout the paper. With some constants C,Cy; and M > 0, we assume that for
all i =1,....m and for all u = (uy,..., um) € [0, +00)™,

|fi(uw)] < C(l + Z u?), (sub-quadratic growth), (2)
j=1

i fi(u) < C(l + i Uj)7 (mass control), (3)

j=1

filur, oy tti—1,0, U515 ooy Uy ) > 0, (quasi-positivity), (4)

fi(w) = fi(0)] < Car D s — vy, Vu,v € [0, M]™. (5)
=1

Thanks to assumption , solutions u; are nonnegative, and provides us with mass control
since the total integral of the solution is bounded with exponential growth in time.

We do not consider that the f;’s depend on (z,t) € Qr, but we could extend these assumptions
also to that case. We rather give an example modeling intracellular transport phenomena [9]
12|, 25] in order to understand the class of systems that we have in mind. Molecule trafficking
across the nuclear envelope has been studied using reaction-diffusion equations with Kedem-
Katchalsky conditions. Small molecules can pass through nuclear pore complexes (NPCs). The
translocation of larger molecules is allowed by a system for active transport across the NPCs.
The cargo protein binds to a nucleocytoplasmic transport receptor known as importin, which
mediates the transport throught the nuclear envelope. The energy needed is provided by the Ran
complex. In order to reproduce this intracellular dynamics, Cangiani and Natalini proposed a
model in [9]. We denote by 2™ and Q€ respectively the nuclear and the cytoplasmic compartment
with T'"¢ = 9Q™ the interface between them. In each compartment, we can write a system of
coupled reaction-diffusion equations of type

Ry = d. ARy + frie(R:, T, T)),
OiRq = d-ARg + fra(Ry),

0iT, = dpy AT, + fir (R, T, T),
9,C = d.AC + f.(C,T),

T = diAT + fi(R, T, T;,0),
0T, = di AT + fie(C,T).

The two systems are coupled through Neumann homogeneous boundary conditions and Kedem-
Katchalsky transmission conditions. Reactions have at most quadratic growth and they satisfy
hypothesis f. This is only an example of a biological system satisfying our assumptions.
Its relevance will bring us to develop numerical results aiming to study biological phenomena
fitting with the theory presented in this paper.



1.2 Main result

The aim is to prove global existence when the f;’s are at most quadratic and for a membrane
problem as . As mentioned before, we follow the literature concerning existence results for
reaction-diffusion systems by M. Pierre [2, 4, 21I], by E.-H. Laamri and M. Pierre [I7] and by
E.-H. Laamri and B. Perthame [16]. A local result in the case of membrane conditions is available
but taking into account local Lipschitz reaction terms with ug € H*, for s > 4 (e.g. [25]).

Our main contribution is the following global existence theorem with initial data of low reg-
ularity and reaction terms at most quadratic. We first enunciate some definitions and introduce
the appropriate test functions space for our problem. We recall that

Qr=(0,T)xQ, ¥pr=(0,T)x (T'uT?), XNpr=(0,T)xT.
Definition 1.1. For i =1,...,m, we define the space of test functions
D;={ (', 9?) € C=([0,T] x Q) x C>=([0,T] x Q2),
>0, ¥(,T) =0, ¢ =0 in Sr, O’ = Oprp? = k(2 — 1) in [0,T] x T'},

Lo in QY
where ¥ = { 22 in Q2.

We investigate the existence of a global weak solution of System defined by duality as
Definition 1.2. We define a weak solution of System as a function u = (uq, ..., Uy,) such
that for all T >0 and i =1,...m, u; € LY(Q7), fi(u) € L*(Qr) and for ¢ € D;, it holds

- [ w0+ [ w0 -Disw) = [ us (")
Q Qr Qr

We consider the space H' and its dual as in Definitions and

Theorem 1.1 (Existence and regularity). Assume [2)-(5) and that ki = ... = ky,,. Then, for all
wg = (W01, .-y Uo,m), Such that ug € (LY(Q)T N (HY)*)™, System has a nonnegative global
weak solution in the sense of Definition[1.4 which satisfies for all T >0 and i =1,...,m,

u; € L*(Qr) and (14 |w;|)* € L?(0,T; H*(2)), Vo € [0, ;) , (8)

u; € LP(0,T; WHP(Q))  and  w; € LP(0,T; LP(T)), VB e [1, dil> . (9)

1.3 Preliminary lemmas and proof organisation

In order to prove this result, we follow four main steps according to Pierre’s method.

First step. Regularization process. We build a regularized problem with a nonnegative clas-
sical global solution u™.

Second step. An L* lemma. We extend the Laamri-Perthame [16] a priori L? estimate of the
solution given an L! initial data to the case of membrane conditions (see Subsection [2.2). In
particular, we gain



Lemma 1.1 (Key estimate with L' data and membrane conditions). Consider smooth func-
tions z; : [0,4+00) x Q@ — RY, f; 1 [0,400)™ — R, for all i = 1,...,m, with f; satisfying the
assumption [3)). Assume 20, € L'(Q) N (H)* and that the equation holds with k; = k

8tZZ_DZAZ’L :fi(21a~-'azm)7 in QT’

Zi = 0, mn ET,

. (10)
Oprz} = Opr22 = ki(22 — 21), inSrr,
2(0,2) = zp4(x) > 0, in Q.

Then, for some constant C3 depending on ||zol|m1)-, the inequality holds

m
Z/ |2 < Cs.
i—=1 YQr

From this lemma we derive an L' bound for the reaction term f"(u™) of the regularized sys-
tem thanks to . The proof uses the solution of an elliptic problem —Aw = f with membrane
conditions which has a unique solution thanks to the Lax-Milgram theorem (see [13], p.297) and
we recall its statement in our context.

We assume H a real Hilbert space with norm || - || and inner product (-,-). Let (-,-) denote
the pairing of H with its dual space.

Theorem 1.2 (Lax-Milgram theorem). Given B : H x H — R, a bilinear mapping for which
there exist constants v,0 > 0 such that for all w,z € H,

|Blw, 2] < yllwll =] (continuity) , [Blw,w]| > sllwl®  (coercivity).

Finally, let f: H — R be a bounded linear functional on H. Then there exists a unique w € H
such that
Blw,z] =(f,z), Vze H.

We can apply the Lax-Milgram theorem for membrane problems (see [25]). In order to
justify this, we introduce some definitions. The first ones concern the space H = H! under
consideration, the second is the bilinear form.

Definition 1.3. We define H' = Hj (') x Hj (%) as the Hilbert space of functions H' (Q') x
H'(Q?) satisfying Dirichlet homogeneous conditions on T*, X = 1,2. We endow it with the norm

1
2
[w]le = (Ilellil(m) + IIwQII?p(m))

We let (-,-) be the inner product in H' and (-,-) denote the pairing of H with its dual space.
Definition 1.4. We introduce the dual space of H' as (H')* = (H(}’F(Ql) X H(}’F(Q?))* =
H&,F(Ql)* X H&,F(Q2)*'

Now, we define a proper bilinear form associated to the Laplacian operator considering Dirich-

let conditions on I'*, A = 1,2 and membrane conditions on T.

Definition 1.5. We consider the continuous, coercive bilinear form B : H* x H! — R, such
that

B[w,z]:/Vsz—i—/k:i(wQ—wl)(f—zl), for w,z € H'.
Q r



We can readily check continuity and coercivity.
B is continuous: thanks to the Cauchy-Schwarz inequality and the continuity of the trace, we
can write

Blw, 2]l < > IVl IV L2 @) + Chill [w] | 2oy Il [2] ]l 2y
1<A<2

< Z (M e @ 12 e @) + Chillw | o 1271 a1 o))
1<no<2

< Cllwlar 2],

B is coercive: indeed, we can estimate
Blw, ] :/ Vol +/ki|w2 —w'P > Cllwlf,
Q r

since, thanks to the Dirichlet conditions on T'*, A = 1,3, and to Theorem we have
[wMar@ry < OV [p2@ry,  for A=1,2.

Therefore, using the Lax-Milgram theorem, taking an L? right-hand side, the elliptic membrane

problem has a unique solution w € H' and, thanks to the Riesz—Fréchet representation theorem
- 1 . . .

(J5], p-135) and to the equivalence of the norm B[w,w]2 and the original one in H', we have

£l ey = Blw, w]?. (11)

Moreover, throughout the paper, we are also allowed to integrate by parts functions in the Hilbert
space H', considering also the membrane.

Third step. Existence of a global weak supersolution. We prove a first theorem which asserts
the convergence in L'(Qr) of u™ to a supersolution of System . Another central result is
the following compactness lemma which explains the regularity stated in Theorem (see Ap-

pendix [A| and ,

Lemma 1.2 (A priori bounds). We consider w solution of the problem in dimension d > 2

dvw — DAw = f, in Qr,
w = O’ Zn 2 3
o (12)
Oprwt = 9pw? = k(w? —w'), in Sy,
w(0,z) = wo(x) >0, inQ,

with f € LY(Qr) and wo € L' (). Then,
o we LP(0,T; WhA(Q)), V3 e [1, d%) and (1+ [w))® € L2(0,T; HY(R)) for a € [0,3).

e The mapping (wo, f) — w is compact from L*(2) x L*(Qr) into L'(0,T; L7 (52)), for all
v < ﬁ and L72(Qr) for all vo < %.

e The trace mapping (wy, f) — Trr(w) € LP (O,T; Lﬁ(I‘)), B e [1, dfdl) is also compact.

Fourth step. Ezistence of a global weak solution. We conclude with a second theorem asserting
the convergence in L*(Qr) of u?, i = 1,...,m to a solution of System (T).



2 Proof of the existence result

We are now ready to prove Theorem [I.1] according to the previous steps.

2.1 Regularized problem

First of all, we approximate the initial data and the reaction term as

ug i = s, *inf{ugz,n} and  f"(u") = 1+ 1y -~ £ (am)|
n 1<j<m 1/J

For the initial data, we consider a regularized version thanks to a convolution with a mollifier
sequence s, which is only used to assert existence in the framework of [25]. We readily check
that f" satisfies assumptions —. In particular, for , there is a C); such that

(13)

7 (w) = f7 ()] < O Y fus —wil,  Vu,v € [0, M]™, (14)
i=1
Moreover, we have
n n n C(M)m
Frl<n and é= swp o |fR(w) - fitw) < SEDT (15)
w€[0,M]™,i=1,2 n

We consider an approximation of System , foralli=1,...,m,

oul — D AU} = fIr(uy, ..., ull), in Qr,
u =0 in $p
' n 1, n,2 n,2 n,l . 7 (16)
Op1u;”” = Opru, " = ki(u;”" —w;”"), inXrpr,
ul(0,2) = ug’i(:lc)7 in Q.

Since f" is uniformly bounded for fixed n, from [25] we know that there exists a global classical
solution u" = (uf, ..., ul,) to (16).

2.2 The [? lemma with membrane conditions

The second step of the proof is to apply to ul, i = 1,...,m the following Laamri-Perthame [16]
version of Pierre’s lemma, adding our membrane conditions.

Lemma 2.1 (Key estimate with L! data and membrane conditions). Consider smooth functions
2i 1 [0,400) X Q@ = R, fi: [0,400)™ = R, for alli =1,...,m, with f; satisfying the assumption
@). Assume z,; € L1(Q) N (HY)* and that the differential equation holds with k; = k

Orzi — DilNz; = fi(z1, ..., 2m),  in Qr,

Zi = O, Zn ET,

. (17)
Ot zll = 8nlzf = kl(zf - zzl), n X,
2(0,z) = z04(x) > 0, in Q.

Then, for some constant C3 depending on ||zol|m1)-, the inequality holds

m
> [ lakzan
i—1 Y QT



It is an open problem to extend it to the case where the constants k; are different and it
is also noticeable that the other proofs (time integration or duality) also apply only with the
condition k; = k.

Proof. We consider u; = e~ %'z; for i = 1,...,m, where C is the same constant than in (3).
Substituting in the equation for z;, we obtain that for all ¢ = 1,...,m,

Oty — DiAT; = e~ fi(21, ..., 2m) — Czil,

with the same boundary and initial conditions as in but for u;. Adding up and defining

U= @ V=) Da,
i=1 i=1
we obtain
U = AV = e > filz1,zm) —C D ] <Ce @ <C, inQr (18)
i=1 i=1
with conditions R
U= 0, in ZT,
O Ut = 8, U2 = k(U2 —U"), inSpr,
U(0,2) = Up(z) >0, in Q.
Thanks to the Lax-Milgram theorem (see also [6]), we may define the solution of
AW =T, in Qr
W =0, in Yo,

(’)nlWl == 8H1W2 = ]{/’(Wz - /Wl), in ZT,F-

So, at this point, with G = 8tW + ‘7, we can write as an elliptic inequality

—-AG < C, in Qr,
Q = 0, in ET,
O Gt = 0 G® = k(O W2 — WY + kS Dy(a2 — i)

=1

— koW +k[V] = k(G- G'), in Sor.

Lax-Milgram theorem allows us to state the existence of a function G € H' satisfying the

system
—AG = C, in Qr,

G= 0, in ZT,
O Gl = 0,1 G2 = k(G2 — GY), in Spr.

By comparison theorem [25], we conclude that G < G, in Q7. So, multiplying G by U and
integrating over space, we compute, since U = —AW and G < G,

. - N . D2 2 1 [ o
/UQZ-/AW@tW—i—/UVS/UGS/ u +Gf§f/UV—|-Cl,




thanks to Young’s inequality applied to VDU and % with D = min;—; ., D; > 0, see [5], the

fact that by definition DU < ‘7, and the L?-bound of G. Then, reorganising the terms on the
right and left hand-side, we derive

S T
f/AW@W + f/UV§C’1.
Q 2 Jo

Following Subsection and the definition of the Hilbert space H! (see Definition , we can
integrate by parts obtaining

/|VW|2 /UV < [ 0,Wo,W+cy.
2dt 00

Next, we remark that

T T
/ O WOW :/ /anlwl(atwl—ath)
0 JoQ 0o JI

—/ /k(WQ—Wl)at(WQ—Wl):—f/ —/(W2—W1)2
o Jr 2J)o dt Jr

Therefore, integrating in time and using the relation (1)), we arrive to

1

L= 2
§||U(T)H(H1)* T35

—~~ 1 ~
/ Uv < §||Uo|\?Hl)*+cl. (19)
Qr

Finally, thanks to Equation , we can assert that

ZD/ 02 < O,
=1

This concludes the proof of Lemma [2.1]since z2 = e2744;>.

2.3 Existence of a global weak supersolution

At this point we can complete the existence result of Theorem since, thanks to Lemma
and to assumption , we know that the reaction term f" is bounded in L'. With this in hands,
we can assert the existence of a supersolution of System .

Theorem 2.1 (Existence of a supersolution). Let u™ = (up,...,ul,) be a nonnegatwe solution
of the approximate System . Consider ky = ... = ky,,. As defined in , flr(u™) is bounded

in LY(Qr), fori = 1,...,m and ul — ug in L'(Q). Then, up to a sub—sequence, u” converges
in L1(Q ) and a.e. to a supersolution w of System which means that for i = 1,....,m, and

ﬁe[l )

fitw) € LYQr), w; € LP(0,T;WhP(Q)), Trr(u;) € LP(0,T; LP(D)),

0 1—|— ul—&—D va i Dk‘ LLZ > 11‘, 20
/¢ xUO / ( wt u / / = w ( )
for all ¢ € D;, ¢ > 0.

10



Proof. We divide the proof in several steps which are adaptations from Pierre’s method.

Compactness of u” and Trr(u™). Combining Lemma and assumption (2)), we notice
that f/*(u™) is bounded in L'(Q7) for i = 1,...,m.

Next, we apply the compactness Lemma (see also Lemma and its proof in Ap-
pendix to the solution u” of the approximate System . Accordingly, after extraction,
the following convergences, hold

s, in L0, 75 L (@), v € [1,5%),
u™ — u, a.e. in Qr,

_ d )
Vur - va, in [L7(Qr)")™, vge (L z%),

Trp(u™) = Trp(uw), in L*(0,T; LB(F))m, Vg e [1, %) .

Pointwise convergence of the f/"’s. Since ] satisfies foralli=1,...,m, ie.

T
- / B0, )l s + /Q (v 4 DTV + / / Dbl = [ vf 2

and our goal is to pass to the limit as n — +o00, we need to study the convergence of f.
Thanks to the choice of f™: a.e. convergence of €}, to zero and the continuity with respect to
its argument, we infer

(™) — fi(uw) ae. in Qr.

By Fatou’s lemma, we know that

/ 1) < liming /Q 1)

n—-4oo

and, in particular, it holds

flu) € LY(Qr)™.
So far we did not prove L'-convergence of f*(u™), therefore we cannot pass to the limit in the
Equation obtaining a weak solution of System . However we can find an inequality in
the formulation of the weak solution of System , thus obtaining a supersolution. We arrive at
this applying a truncation method.

Truncation method. The idea is that, with an appropriate truncation, we succeed in obtaining
a reaction-diffusion inequality in which the reaction terms are under control as n — +oo with
a fixed truncation level. In this way, we are able to pass to the limit in the truncated weak
supersolution formula, as n — +o0o0. At this point, bringing the truncation level to infinity, we
gain the supersolution property in Theorem

In order to build the truncation T} at level b, since we will have to differentiate twice Ty, we
replace T, by a C?-regularized version (otherwise 7}’ would be a Dirac mass), still denoted by
Ty, so that on [0, +00) we have

0<T, <1, —-1<Ty <0, Tylo)=0 Voel0,b], T(c)=0 Voe (b+x).
We fix n € (0,1) and we denote for all i =1, ...,m,
v =S, Wr =

J#i

11



The idea is to consider the limit for n — 400, then n — 0 and, finally, b — +o0.
The main point is to use the inequality satisfied by v™ := Tp(W"), taking into account the
previous properties of T} and T}/,

—Av™ = —ATy(ul + nU) = =T} (ul* + nUM)|Vul' +nVU!* — Tj(u? + nUM)[Aul + nAU]
> =Ty(ui +nU;")[Aui +nAU].
This implies
vp = DA > Ty (ul + U7+ 0 > f7]+ 0Ty (uf +nU) Y (D; — Di)Au} =: R} + S},
J#i J#i

where

R =Ty(uf +qUMfF +0Y_f7 SP=Tw} +nU") Y (D; — Di)Au}.  (23)
e j#i

So the truncation T, (/") solves the problem

v — DiAv™ > R} + Sy,
v, =0, A=1.2,
8nw‘7;’1 =T (ul" + UM [Oprul + 10,1 UM
= Ty(ui + U ki (uf = ui™) 40 30 ki (W) =) )] =Ty, Vi, (24)
6n11}r;:2 =T (ul® + U [0, 1u”2+778 UM
:Tg(uf2+nU"2)[k( —ul) Ak (u? =] = Ty LV

Consequently, we may write for all ¢ = 1, ...,m, for all ¥ € D;,

T
- / PO)"(0) — | Yo"~ / / Dy 9pav™ = 20 v™?) + Dy [ V"V
Q Qr 0 r QT

> / RURTEATS

- [+ [ (o D700 - / [PV Ty = 7T 0

> [ s (25)

So, as we said, the truncated function is a supersolution but with reaction terms (see the follow-
ing) converging in L' or bounded independently from n.

e Limit for n — +oo with b,n fized.

Since u" was a convergent solution (see (21))) and 7} (W;") represents the truncation at level
b with b fixed, by the dominated convergence theorem,

0" = T (W) "25° T,(W;) = Ty(u; + nU;)  in L'(Qr) and ace..

12



Since T}(o) = 0 for o > b, by definition, it holds R} = 0 on the set u} + nU* > b. But on
ul + U <b, for s =1,...,m, uy are uniformly bounded. In fact,

u <band uj < %, Vj # i. (26)

By the dominated convergence theorem, using , we find

Ry "3 Ry = Ty(wi +qUi)[fi+n)_ f;] in LY(Qr).
J#i
On the other hand, we remark that
Vo = VT, (W) = Ty (ul + nUM)[Vul + VU] = Vo = T)(u; +nU;)[Vu; +nVU;] in LY (Qr)

and we have also convergence of the traces on I' and I'*, X\ = 1, 2. Therefore, to pass to the limit
as n — +oo in (25), we only need to control Jo, S} We have (see the proof later on)

Lemma 2.2. ([21]) There exists C depending on b, and the data, but not on n, n € (0,1) such

that
o

So we can pass to the limit as n — 400 in with b, 7 fixed and we obtain

< On 7t

- /Q $(0)v(0) + /Q T(—wtvwiwvw— /0 /F DiVi( Ty (W) — *Ty(W}))

> [ Rwin[ stz [ Ro-co

T T T

with V; = [k (uf — uf) + 0370, kj(uf — uj)].

o Limit for n — 0 with b fived. Then, W; — u;, V; — b;(u? — u}) and R; — T} (u;) f;.

e Limit for b — 4+o00. Then, the truncation is converging to the function itself and its derivative
to 1 and so we obtain the statement (20):

T
- /Q B0, )un s + /Q (Vi + DV + /0 /F Dkiful) 2 | v

We now turn to the proof of Lemma [2.2]
Proof. Remembering (23), in order to prove Lemma we need that

YT (W) Y (Dj — Di)Au}| < Cy3.
@r J#i
Consequently, we have to study the following integral
Jo YTy (W AWG - = [ divT,(W)Vug) — [, div(Ty (W) Vuy
T n n n n
= fo fr(¢lTé(Wi ’1)6n1uj’1 + wQTé(Wi ’Q)anzuj 72)
— Jo [TWP) Ve + Ty (W) VW)V,

13



We remark that

T
[ @ moveom ! + 21w 2o, )
0 r

)<,

‘ / TYWI)Vyvar| < C,

since * € C°°([0, T]x Q) for A = 1,2, |T}| < 1 and, thanks to Lemma u € L'(0, T; Wh(9Q))
and it is L' on the membrane. The other integral can be computed using the Cauchy-Schwarz
inequality and considering the cases {W;* < b} and {W;* > b} in Qrp:

¢Tél WiV VU? =

] ) ST (WP TWP V!

/{W?Sb}U{W?%}

<c< / |Vuy|2> ( / |VWi"|2> ,
{w<b} {w<b}

since T} (o) = 0 for o > b, by definition, and so also T}'(¢) = 0. In order to control the second
integral in the right-hand side, we can use the lemma (see the proof later on):

Lemma 2.3. (J21)]) Let w be solution of (12)). Then, for all b > 0,

pf weksol[ g+ [ lwl). @)
{lw|<b} Qr Q
Applying Lemma and considering , we infer

N

/ W (WP VWP
{Wr<b}

/ VW2 | <C.
{w;<b}

Concerning the first integral at the right-hand side, we remark that

2 3 P,
b

/ Vui* ) = / L V) < / Vur?| < 22CF fori#j,
twr <ty {vr<t-t} up<h} :

n

Vun |2 :/ A g/ Va2 ] < (bO)2.
</{W?<b}| J') <{u?<an?}| j) <{u?<b}| /| )

This concludes the proof of Lemma [2.2

We now turn to the proof of Lemma

Proof. We multiply the Equation by a truncation (non regularized) function T,(w) and
integrate over Qr to obtain

/ B [ D)o - / Ty(w)/,

T

14



/9/1:@) T, (w)duw /OT/FD[Tle)@nlwl +Th(w") O] +/QT DV = | s

We denote the antiderivative of T, as T (o) = fog Ty(s)ds. So, we compute

U w)dw = | T (w(T)) = | T(wo),
Q Q

‘/o /FD[TW)@”“+Tb<w2>3n2w2 [ [ - uhm) - net o

Since [, 7 (w(T)) = 0 and Ty(w) < b, we deduce

D |Vw|2§bU f+/|w0].
{lw|<b} T Q

This concludes the proof of Lemma

2.4 Global existence of a weak solution

We conclude the proof of Theorem [I.I} As before, we consider the approximate system as built
in Subsection Following the previous Theorem [2.1} we prove that the supersolution is
also a subsolution and, then, a solution of our System .

Theorem 2.2. We consider System together with the conditions on the reaction term -
and ug € (L*(Q)T N (HY)*)™. Moreover, we take k1 = ... = ky,,. Then, System has a weak
solution on (0, +00).

Proof. By Theorem up to a sub-sequence, the approximate solution u™ converges to a weak
supersolution. Let us prove that it is also a weak subsolution. We recall some results obtained
before:

u = u, in L1(0,T; L ()™, ¥y € [1, ﬁ)

Vu' — Va, in [L7(Qr)]"™, vae 1),
Trp(u™) — Tre(w), in L0, T;LE(D))™, VA € [1, ﬂ) ,

where for i = 1,...,m, f;(u) € L'(Qr) and V¢ € D;, we have (20). We introduce the following

notations:
> oup, Zv= Y D, = Y Diki(u}® —uh),

1<i<m 1<i<m 1<i<m
— § _ E _ § : 2 1
1<i<m 1<i<m 1<i<m

Adding up the equations for u}, for i = 1, ..., m, in the weak form, we deduce

_/Qd,(())wg+/T(—¢tW"+VwVZ”)+/OT/F[V" / Z fi (28)

1<i<m

15



Since we have assumed (3)), D icicm [ CA+W") >0, with f"(u") — f(u) ae. in Q7 and
W™ converges in L'(Qr). Applying Fatou’s lemma on — > f"+ C(1+ W™) > 0, we infer

1<i<m
[ oo 3 A <timint [ v Y g
Qr  1<i<m Qr  1<i<m

By a.e convergence of all functions, by L'(Q7)-convergence of W™ and by Fatou’s lemma, we
have at the limit for that

/QzZJ(O)Ww/T(th+VwVZ)+/OT/F[V][w]§/Tw S f

1<i<m

Consequently, W is not only a supersolution but also a subsolution. This means that the sum
W is a solution and, since its addends u; are weak supersolutions by Theorem [2.1] u is a global
weak solution and the proof is completed. O

Finally, following all the four steps of the proof (from Subsection to Subsection , we
have proved Theorem [I.]] in the case of interest with quadratic nonlinearities. We point out
that this result, as well as Theorem and needs the restricted assumption k1 = ... = kyy,,
since it arises in Subsection As said before, we leave as an open problem to remove this
restriction. It would also be interesting to see if the method in [7] can be applied to nearly
constant membrane coefficients rather than to the diffusion coefficients. Another open problem,
previously introduced, concerns the geometry of the domain. In fact, as we can see in [6] 18], [19],

we could consider the membrane as the boundary of the domain 22 which is included in Q! =
0\ 02
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A Regularity

We now analyse in detail regularity in our problem referring to Lemma[T.2]that we have rewritten
here below, whereas in the next Appendix, we discuss about compactness. We extend previous
results for reaction-diffusion systems without membrane [2, 4] 16} 17, 21] and we refer to [24] for
the general theory of parabolic equations. We also refer to [17] for a regularity lemma.
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Lemma A.1 (A priori bounds). We consider w solution of the following problem in dimension
d>2
Oyw — DAw = f, mn Qr,
w = 07 Zn E 3
. (29)
Oprwt = 9w = k(w? —w'), inSrr,
U.)(O7I') = ’wo(il'}) > 07 in Q7

with f € LY(Qr) and wy € L*(2). Then,
e we LP(0,T;WHP(Q)), VB € {1, d%‘%) and (1+ |w|)* € L*(0,T; HY(Q)) for a € [0,3).

e The mapping (wo, f) — w is compact from L*(Q) x LY(Qr) into L' (0,T; L7 (R)), for all
7 < ﬁ and L2 (Qr) for all vo < %.

e The trace mapping (wyg, f) — Trr(w) € LP (O,T; LA(T )) B e [ - 1) is also compact.

Notice that we do not use the information w € L?(Qr) here but w € L>(0,T; L*(Q2)). That
is used in [22] and leads to the exponent § < 3.

Proof. The proof is based on manipulating nonlinear quantities and Sobolev imbeddings. We
divide it in several steps.

[w|#)r

Some L? regularity of Vw. Multiplying the equation of w in by —%+— and inte-
(1+

grating on {2, we obtain three terms which we estimate separately.

We begin with the Laplacian term. Recalling the membrane conditions and applying the Leibniz
rule and the divergence theorem, arguing by a regularization and a limit technique, we gain,

since —*1— is an increasing function,
(Lt|w| #)m

1 2 2
/#Aw - /w718n1w1 + /w718712w27 /%
@ (1+ |wlw)~ D (1 |whfi)m T (14 w?[#)r Q (14 |w[w)wtt
1 2 2
B (R Y
AN e D N O S (R Q (14 |w]w)mtt

< _/ _ VwpP
o (1+ wl)rt!

We analyse now the reaction term. We remark that 0 < —*+— < 1 and, using that

f € LY(Qr), we conclude

(Lt )m
Next, for the time derivative, we define the anti-derivative 0 < v, (w) = [ —*%%— < w,

7= [11=1flmce
O @l

o |(1+ wl# ) Iw\“

then
w

m@tw = 8tw“(’w).
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Therefore, combining the previous equality and inequalities, we find
[Vuwl|?
Out(w) + D [ < /122 0)-
/Q g o (14 |w|F )+t @

At this point, we can integrate in time and obtain

Vul? /
D/ VO (wo@) + 1 com < wollz ey + 111 @
or Wt ol = u (wo(@)) @r) © @r)

Since, for all u > 1 there is a C), such that
1 1 1
(1wl ) < Cul+ w207, a =g <1 - > ’

we conclude that
Cu

1
5 [NlwollLr ) + £l @) » 0<a<-.

[ s pupe v < ;

Qr
And thus, there is a constant C,, which also depends on [Jwol|z1 () + || fl 1 (@) such that

1
/ V(1 + |w)*? < Cq, 0<a<§.

T

Integrability of w. The Sobolev imbedding (see Appendix ) gives

2

<\ 27 2d
(/(H ] ) <o [waspper. 2=

(30)

(31)

which is only useful when a2* > 1, i.e. dz;dQ < a. Then, we can interpolate between L' and L*2"

and find

(/Q(lel)”y SC(/Q(lerl))e (/QIV(1+|wDa2>12a9’ %=9+ 106;*9.

We may choose % =1, and, recalling that o < %, we find the integrability
we Lt (0,T; L7 (Q2)) with v = d < d .
2(d(1—a)—1) d—2

y(1-6)
2a

We may also choose =1l a< % and find the integrability

2(1+ad 2+4+d
w e L (Qr) with Yo = ( da)< Z .

Regularity of Vw. On the other hand, Holder inequality gives

o = [t < () (fesem)

gc</0|va+|w|>a|2>}' (/Q<1+|w|>"’))’l’
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with

7+7:17 ﬂ: §2a 77T:2(1_a)

—
—_
s3I

We can choose np = 1 from above, which requires 5 (ﬁ + %) =1,8=1L = %
and we find, thanks to the estimate (30),

/ \Vw|? € L}(0,T)  with < -—.
Q

This concludes the proof of the gradient estimate. Moreover, considering that 5 < 2, thanks to
Sobolev imbeddings, we can infer that w € L#(0,T; L?(Q)).

The trace. The regularity of the trace derives from its continuity property [5] (p.315), i.e.
! 5 S d
Lo < [ el 18 < 75 (32)

B Compactness

In order to conclude the proof of Lemmal[Ad] it remains to adapt compactness arguments to the
case of the membrane problem. A proof based on a dual approach, see [2, 4], could be used. We
rather go to a direct proof.

Compactness in space. It can be obtained using the Rellich-Kondrachov theorem [I], since we
know the approximate family is bounded in the spaces W8(Q*), A = 1, 2 which are compactly
embedded in L7 (Q*), with 71 < 5%;.

Compactness in time. We use the Fréchet-Kolmogorov criteria, see [5] for instance. Let ¢(x)
be a nonnegative, radially symmetric, C>°(R?) standard mollifier with mass 1. We define the

family (ps5)s>0 by

1 T
es@) =50 (5)  lesloiey =1 (33)
Moreover, we have
g * esllLe@) < lesllzr@ gl @), (34)

and it holds (JI3], p.273) that for any function g € WP(Q),

g * 5 = gllLr) < 0IVllLr)- (35)

About the derivative of order k of s, we know that

1 x C
Vios(@) = Ve (5) 0 IVsllu < 5 (36)

Proof. To complete the proof of time compactness, we shall prove that, as h — 0,

T—h
/ / |w(t + h,z) — w(t,z)|dzdt — 0. (37)
0 Q
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By comparison with the mollified versions, the triangular equality yields

T—h T—h
/0 /Q |w(t + h,x) — w(t, z)|dedt < /0 /Q |w(t, ) —w(t,-) * ps(x)|dxdt

T—h

—1—/0 /Q|w(t+h,x) —w(t+ h,-) * ps(z)|dedt
T—h

+/0 /Q lw(t + h, ) * ps(x) —w(t,-) * ps(x)|dedt

Here, ¢ depends on h (to be specified later on) and converges to zero. It suffices to prove that
each integral converges to zero as h — 0.

First term. We analyse the first term in the right-hand side. It holds that

T—h T—h
/ / o(t, ) — w(t, ) * s ()| dzdt < § / IVe(t, o)l g odt < CS(h),  (38)
0 Q 0

thanks to w regularity and to , which proves that it converges to zero as h — 0.

Second term. For the second integral, we can proceed as for the fist one obtaining

/Th/ w(t + by @) — w(t + b, ) * ps ()| dzdt < CS(h). (39)
0 Q

Third term. Remembering , the last term can be written as

T—h t+ha

T—h
/ /|w(t+h,~)*g05(x)— (t,") * ps(x)|dedt = dx dt
0 Q

L

after exchanging derivatives in the convolution. From we deduce

s,x) * ps(r)ds

T—h

dxdt = dx dt

h
/ [DAw + f] * @sds

/ Dw* Aps + f x5 ds

T—h T—h
/ [t + ) = os(o) = wit. ) (o >|dxdt</ / D]z 1 A8 21y
)]

T—h
/ / 1 lor sl

Finally, thanks to and , we obtain choosing § = h!/4

T—h h
/0 /Q|w(t—|—h,-)*np(;(x)—w(t,-)*go(;( )|dxdt<C’[5 +h]<C\f

and follows combining this estimate with and (39). 0O

Applying the Fréchet-Kolmogorov theorem [5], we conclude that the set of functions w €
LY(Qr) under consideration is compact in L'(Q7). Consequently, we claim compactness in
LY(0,T; L7 () with y1 < 7% and in L7?(Qr) with 4o < 2F4. In fact, since we have L!-
convergence of LP-functions, we deduce convergence in the space L9, for g < p.
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Compactness of traces in L°(0,T;L°(T)). Space compactness can be deduced, in each
O, from trace continuity and a compactness result for the boundary ([II], p.167) such that
wi-sp (') cc LA(T). Time compactness is again achieved through the Fréchet-Kolmogorov
theorem. Following the same proof as before and changing the order of the time integrals, we
need to recall Kedem-Katchalsky membrane conditions from which we can infer that 0, Trr(w) €
LY(0,T; LY(T")) and so we can conclude the proof.

O

C Sobolev and Poincaré inequalities with membrane

For completeness, we explain why the Sobolev embeddings can be extended to the membrane
problem, leading to (30) and (31). More precisely, we explain how to arrive to

60 (@) 12 (o) + 60 (@) 22+ 02) < C (I¥6a(@")[F2(0r) + [ Vda(w?) 320z ) -

There are two difficulties. First, the boundary condition is not Dirichlet everywhere. Second
we are dealing with a singular domain © and so we cannot use directly the Sobolev or Poincaré
inequalities in €2, but only some easy generalizations that we explain now.

We are going to prove the

Theorem C.1 (Gagliardo-Nirenberg-Sobolev inequality with membrane). We consider the bounded
domain Q = Q' UQ? C RY, d > 2, with piecewise C* sub-domains Q' and Q2 and a C* membrane

' = 0Q! N 9Q? which decomposes Q2 in the two parts. We take the function v = (v, v?) € HY
(see Definition , then, for A\ =1,2,

[ e @y < O IV any (40)
and consequently
[0t Les @1y + 0%l @2y ] < COQL Q%) [IV0ll2iaya + [VV3[lp2iaya . (41)

The reason why we want to prove this theorem is that the domain 2 described above is
not enough regular to use the usual Gagliardo-Nirenberg-Sobolev inequality ([5], p.284). Conse-
quently, we need to build smoother domains containing each Q*, A = 1,2, in which we can apply
known results and then, with a restriction to €2, we can find and . The construction is
made considering an extension of I' and a domain with the same internal structure as € such
that it contains  and each extension of the Q* is of class C.

We first recall the standard Sobolev inequality ([5], p.284) in a bounded open set.

Theorem C.2 (Sobolev embedding). Let Q be a bounded open subset of class C in R, There
is a constant Cq such that for all v € H'(Q), we have

VeI (Q) and ol < Co [l + I90lpaqe |-
Proof. We recall how to prove Theorem departing from the case of the full space. We use

the regularity of the domain which assures us the existence of a linear and continuous extension
operator T : H*(Q) — H'(R?), which is also the extension from L?(Q) into L2(RY) (5], p.272).
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So, we obtain that:

e taken v € HY(Q), T(v)€ H'(R?) and T'(v) =v on Q; (42)
o IT()II72 ey < Céxtenr2 (@) 191172 (43)
o VT ()72 gaye < Coxtenr (Q) V1171 (- (44)

Moreover, for construction (see the proof of the extension theorem [5], p.272), this operator is in
H}(R?). Consequently, using a corollary of the Sobolev inequality ([13], p.265), we get that

T(v) € L¥ (RY) and [|T(v)|| 12+ (rety < Coob(ds2) VT (0)]] 12 gaye-
We proceed with some estimates due to the application of , , . First of all, we deduce

IVolI72 gy = IVT @)l 2 ()2 < VT ()l 2 (gaye < Cextenrrt (@) 01171 ()

extenin (@) [[lz2(@) + V01l agye] -
Since T'(v) € L?* (R?) and T(v) = v on Q, we get v € L* (Q) and

[olZ2+ (@) = ITW)II72x () < IT @)1 72+ (ay < (Coob(d:2)* VT (0)[I72 gy

< (Coob(d:2))* Cugensn (@) [I0l32(q) + 1901122 s -
The proof of Theorem is complete. O

Since we do not impose Dirichlet conditions on the full boundary, we need the following
generalized Poincaré inequality ([20] p.82).

Theorem C.3 (Poincaré inequality). Suppose Q a bounded and connected open subset of R? of
class C' and consider a portion of its boundary Yo C 0Q such that |So| > 0. Then, there exists
a constant C(Q,Xo) such that

Yo € HY(Q) such that Trs,(v) = 0, ||v||2L2(Q) < C(Q,EO)HVUHQLQ(Q)GL. (45)

Proof. If the statement is not true, we can find a sequence v,, such that each v,, € H*(Q) and

2
IV laigye + ([ Ionlas) ]

On account of the homogeneity (normalizing), we may assume that [|v,| z2(g) = 1, for each n.
So we infer that )
IVvall2gye + </ZO vnIdS> 1 <1, (46)

1
< —
@* <7

Therefore, Vv,, — 0 in L?(Q). Moreover, v,, is bounded in H*(Q), so, up to a sub-sequence, it
converges weakly in H!(Q) to some v. So Vv,, — Vv, that means Vv = 0. This shows that v is
a constant (since @ is connected). For the continuity of the trace operator and , we deduce

”UTIH%?(Q) >n

which implies that
V|| iz

0= lim |vn|dS:/ l0|dS = |e|[Tol,
To

n—-+oo o
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and so v = 0.
At the same time, thanks to the Rellich-Kondrachov compactness theorem [}, [5, 3], up to a
sub-sequence, v, converges strongly in L*(Q) to v = 0. Hence, since ||v, | 12(q) = 1, we arrive to
a contradiction.

O

At this point we are able to give the proof of Theorem [C.1]

Proof. We apply Theorems [C.2] and [C.3] First of all we consider the extension of I' into the
space R? such that now I' separates the space into two pieces P* with A = 1,2. Since we have
Dirichlet boundary conditions on I'*, we can extend the function to zero in the whole P*. So
now, considering Q* a domain of class C' such that Q* ¢ Q* € P* and for \,0 = 1,2, Q*NP°
is a portion of I', we can apply Theorems and to

“\ ’U)\7 iIl Q)\,
YTl 0, inTAU{QM\ QM)

This proves Theorem in @* and, so, in Q*.
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