
International Conference Fair Heritage: Digital Methods, Scholarly Editing and Tools for Cultural and Natural heritage, 06/18/2020 (Online)

A Data Management Plan Template
for Archaeology
Emmanuelle Bryas, Inrap

Nathalie Le Tellier-Becquart, CNRS (MSH Mondes)

Emmanuelle Morlock, CNRS (HISOMA)

1

http://www.lestudium-ias.com/event/fair-heritage-digital-methods-scholarly-editing-and-tools-cultural-and-natural-heritage


International Conference Fair Heritage: Digital Methods, Scholarly Editing and Tools for Cultural and Natural heritage, 06/18/2020 (Online)

General outline
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Data Management Plan ?
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Introduction to data management planning and plans

A data management plan is a document that 
describes the way you are going to manage the 
data and datasets related to a project.

● It is an adjustable roadmap.

● DMPs are often required by research 
funding agencies 

● DMPs also tackle the FAIR data issues to 
make sure research data are findable and 
can be reused.
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DMPs with disciplinary standards?
Funding agencies recommend the use of disciplinary standards, formats and repositories.

“Justify the use of certain formats. For example, decisions may be based on staff expertise within 
the host organisation, a preference for open formats, standards accepted by data repositories, 
widespread usage within the research community, or on the software or equipment that will be 
used.”  
ANR  2019 template recommendation : https://dmp.opidor.fr/template_export/1858712127.docx 

“Specify standards for metadata creation (if any). If there are no standards in your discipline 
describe what metadata will be created and how”
EC H2020 Fair template recommendation : https://dmp.opidor.fr/template_export/1858712127.docx 
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The MASA WG methodology 
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How to create a DMP with the 
MASA template
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The DMP OPIDoR platform 

1. Connect to https://dmp.opidor.fr/
2. Sign in 
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Finding the MASA template 
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Creating your own DMP from the MASA template 
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Project details : Mock project for training 
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“The  evolution of Rome’s maritime facade”’s project details
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“The  evolution of Rome’s maritime facade”’s project details
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Context
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Description of the project and keywords
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Identification of associated archaeological operations (optional) 
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“Research outputs”
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“Research outputs”
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“Research outputs”
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Data management: Responsibilities

The data manager must be 
involved in steering the project 
(data stewardship) from its 
creation to its completion. 

He/she is responsible for the 
collection, organization and storage 
of data. He/she may be a different 
person from the scientific manager.
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Data management: Responsibilities
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Data overview
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Data overview: Organisation
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Datasets
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Datasets: Associated metadata

32

http://www.lestudium-ias.com/event/fair-heritage-digital-methods-scholarly-editing-and-tools-cultural-and-natural-heritage


International Conference Fair Heritage: Digital Methods, Scholarly Editing and Tools for Cultural and Natural heritage, 06/18/2020 (Online) 33

Datasets: Associated metadata
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Datasets: Data safety
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Post-project action items

Data preservation and 
reuse need anticipation 
and planning, eg:
● User needs
● Data centres  requirements
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Archiving policy: 4 questions

● Duration of the data retention or 
conservation

● Final Volume 

● Arrangements for data 
conservation at the end of the 
project

● Terms and conditions for 
post-project data access 
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Dissemination: 5 questions
● Dissemination policy

● Embargos?

● Publications 

● Reuse potential
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First input completed!

● Other iterations required to complement 
and refine the answers

● In a project funded by the ERC or the ANR 
in France, there are at least 2 versions  to 
deliver.

● DMP OPIDoR facilitates the continuous 
updating of the DMP.
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How to link a data deposit to the DMP document?
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Data 
repository

assigns
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How to download and share a 
DMP created with OPIDoR
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“Download” tab
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Users can configure the document 
to download:

● section

● format (html, pdf, docx)

● PDF formatting (font, size, 
etc.)
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Wrap up time!
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Topics covered in this presentation

● A brief introduction to DMPs and what they are useful for

● The MASA template = a specialized DMP template for Archeology datasets

● How it was tested, and can be improved with your feedback

● A brief overview of the template inside the collaborative platform OPIDoR

○ How to create a DMP with the MASA Template
○ How to fill the forms and answer the questions
○ How to comment, download and share
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Feedback welcome!
Online MASA DMP template: https://dmp.opidor.fr/ 

MASA DMP template mailing list: pgdmasa@groupes.renater.fr

Contacts:

See also MASA’s blog: https://masa.hypotheses.org/ 

emmanuelle.bryas@inrap.fr nathalie.le-tellier-becquart@cnrs.fr emmanuelle.morlock@cnrs.fr
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Questions?
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Big Thanks to:
● DMP OPIDoR Team: OPIDoR assistance
● INIST-CNRS: English translation (Ongoing)
● TGIR HUMA-NUM: Research infrastructure supporting MASA
● MASA Consortium
● ADS: Digital repository for Digital Heritage in the UK Data of the example dataset 

(DOI: 10.5284/1000127)
● Our Research Centres:

○ INRAP (French National Institute for Preventive Archaeological Research)
○ MSH Mondes (House for Houses for the Social Sciences and Humanities) at the University Paris 

Nanterre
○ HiSoMA Research Centre (History and Sources of the Ancient Worlds)
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