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This note analyses the impact of remittances on subjective poverty in the Latakia region in Syria. By using an online survey, results suggest that people who receive remittances are less likely to be significantly exposed to subjective poverty. Remittances have a significant effect in reducing subjective poverty of the households receiving them despite an acute economic and political crisis.

Introduction

International migration has triggered controversial debates in both receiving and sending countries. This is because it affects several aspects: political as well as economic. Remittances as one of the most visible consequences of international migration, they touch on several aspects: economic, financial and human (Makhlouf, 2013). They are considered an important source of financing for the majority of developing countries (Ratha, 2013). Studies on the micro and macroeconomic consequences of remittances in situations of economic and political crisis are relatively scarce. The case of Syria illustrates an instructive case study of the fact that remittances can help the families left behind to cope with their needs. Syria has been in a war since 2011, and this situation has led to a decline in household living standards. The objective of this short note is to study how remittances can alleviate the economic situation of recipient households in Syria. Do remittances contribute to reducing subjective poverty in Syria? Do remittances play the same role in times of peace and times of conflict? To address these issues an online survey, in 2019, is being conducted in the Latakia region in Syria. The question asked of respondents on subjective poverty is as follows: "Did your family suffer from poverty, or fall in need even for a few days in the past year?" We have coded the answer so that it' s binary yes or no. The results show that remittances reduce the probability of a recipient household being affected by economic hardship. This note is linked to a vigorous on debate remittances and poverty. The relationship between remittances and poverty has been studied [START_REF] Adams | The Effects of International Remittances on Poverty, Inequality and Development in Rural Egypt[END_REF]Adams and Page, 2005;Quartey and Blankson, 2004). Besides, Mughal (2015) finds that remittances reduce extreme poverty. Mughal and Iqbal Anwar (2012) find that remittances substantially decrease the poverty headcount and alleviate the depth and severity of poverty.

However, in the context of conflict situations, the relationship between remittances and poverty has yet to be studied. A large proportion of remittances are spent on primary goods (Gilani et al., 1981;Makhlouf, 2013), part of the remittances is intended to finance education and health expenditure (Mansuri, 2007;Mughal, 2013). More, Asiedu ( 2020 et al. (2017) to verify in the case of Syria the impact of remittances on the reduction of subjective poverty. The rest of this note is organized as the following: section 2 presents data and the empirical investigations, section 3 discusses the results, section 4 concludes this note by given some recommendations and extensions.

Empirical Investigation and Data

Summary Statistic

The data used in this study are obtained by using online survey in the region of Latakia. There are 180 respondents, the survey will be conducted in 2019. Descriptive statistics show that 41.43% of households receiving remittances have not experienced economic hardship for at least a few days in the last 12 months. On the other hand, 72.50% of households that do not receive remittances reported experiencing difficult (economic) times during the last 12 months (figure 1). 68.88% of respondents live in rural areas, 57.77% are men. Only 30% of them are heads of households and 62.13% are householders. 19.44% reported having a chronic disease in the last 12 months. Biyase et al. ( 2020) by using probit model find that a domestic remittance has a positive effect on happiness. More, Obi et al. ( 2020) find during the food crisis in Nigeria that remittance is valuable in meeting both short and long-term food security. Remittances are also identified as essential drivers of poverty in Sri Lanka (Ravindra and Minuwanthi, 2020).

Figure1: Poverty and Remittances

Remittancesbin: is a binary variable (if the person receives money from abroad=1 otherwise = 0). Chisq test from the figure1 rejects the independence between remittances and poverty. From the figure 2 it can be seen that in the Latakia region there is equality between men and women in terms of remittances (1 for man and 0 for woman). In the case of this survey we observe in our sample that there are 10% more men receiving remittances than women. This can be explained by the fact that children who migrate or friends than heads of households (men) who send money to their families (Figure2). The impact of remittances will depend on who receives them. In a study by Guzmán et al (2008) find femaleheaded households devote a higher percentage of expenditures on food and education.

Figure 3 shows that the remittance beneficiaries are not limited to families who have a member living overseas. In a tough politico-economic environment, solidarity can be broader than in situations of peace. Indeed, remittances reach a population with no family ties abroad. In order to take other variables into account in estimating the impact of remittances on subjective poverty we will estimate the model bellow.

Pr(𝑃𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑡𝑦 = 1|𝑋) = f(𝑅𝑒𝑚𝑖𝑡𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒𝑏𝑖𝑛, 𝑋, υ)

Where:

𝑃𝑜𝑣𝑒𝑟𝑡𝑦 : subjective poverty (Did your family suffer from poverty, or fall in need even for a few days in the past year?) the response is binary.

𝑅𝑒𝑚𝑖𝑡𝑡𝑎𝑛𝑐𝑒𝑏𝑖𝑛 : is a binary variable if the respondent receives the remittances =1 otherwise 0 X is the matrix of control variables.

Results

The results in Table 1 show that remittances during times of hardship alleviate feelings of poverty. Migration still plays a very significant role in countries of origin in general and in particularly in times of conflict. This result shows that overseas Syrians are seeking opportunities to send money to support and help their family and relatives. Remittances have played and continue to play a very important role in the countries of origin and particularly in Syria. The other control variables do not seem to have an effect on subjective poverty in this specific and particular context of Syria, except for education. Education plays a significant role on subjective poverty. Educated people tend to feel that their situation is disadvantaged and poorer than that of less educated citizens.

Table2: Results

Conclusion

International migration has consequences on the host country as well as on the countries of origin. Among the positive effects of migration are the remittances it generates. Remittances enable the families who receive them to reduce their budget constraints and to feel secure in their food supply. Migration is a consequence of conflicts and economic crises that become a cause for the alleviation of living conditions in the countries of origin. The main objective of this note was to investigate the effect of remittances on subjective poverty in a country under tension. Although the sample size is relatively small due to the difficulty of conducting surveys, this note provides significant insights into the role of remittances in unusual contexts, i.e. conflicting situations

  ) argue that remittances can exacerbate long-term poverty reduction in rural areas. Edelbloude et al. (2017) find that remittances react positively to the revolutions. This work is in line with the work of Edelbloude
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