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Bernard Sellato (Centre Asie du Sud-Est, CNRS & EHESS, Paris) In 1958 A.A. Cense and E.M. Uhlenbeck"s Critical survey of studies on the languages of Borneo appeared, the second volume of the landmark eight-volume KITLV Bibliographical Series covering the former Dutch East Indies. Ever since, it remained the only comprehensive work exclusively devoted to Borneo as a whole, while several more recent bibliographies were both restricted to parts of the island and not solely focused on languages: e.g., Avé et al. (1983) on West Kalimantan, Rousseau (1988) on "Central Borneo", Combrink et al. (2006Combrink et al. ( -2008) ) on Sabah. As Blust and Smith straightforwardly state, "it is the specific aim of this book to provide a modernization of the broad coverage of work on the languages of Borneo that characterized the Cense and Uhlenbeck volume".

The present volume consists in one very substantial section (Part 2.3, listing in alphabetical order of authors" last names a selection of over 1,400 "Descriptive, theoretical and comparative works" by over 700 writers. Although it is not a systematically "annotated bibliography", scores of entries are accompanied by a "Comment" by either author.

Heralding this main section, a "Preface and acknowledgements (pp. i-iii), an "Introduction" (pp. v-vi), an "Overview of the languages" (Part 1, pp. 1-12), an "Overview of the literature" (Part 2, pp. 13-19), a short list of "Previous bibliographies" (Part 2.1, pp. 20-21), and a list of "Works of a wider scope" also including some valuable annotations (Part 2.2, pp. 22-40). It is followed by an index of language names and language groups (pp. 215-218). As the section outline and pagination system is a bit confusing, a table of contents may have been welcome. This bibliography grew out of R. Blust making use, as study material for graduate students" assignments, of some forty sets of linguistic field notes he had collected in Sarawak 1970-71; some students later contributed to the bibliographic compilation, one of whom being credited with co-authorship. Clearly, a number of thorny questions emerged in the process, leading to some weighty decisions. Firstly, the incorporation of studies on Madagascar languages: this is justified by the now general acceptance, since Otto Dahl"s (1951) work, of a southeastern Bornean origin of Malagasy dialects. Secondly, that of the languages of the Sama-Bajaw sea nomads: although these languages are found not only in Borneo, but also as far afield as eastern Indonesia and the Philippines, their origin is also believed to lie in southeastern Borneo. Also included is the language of long-established Bugis communities. Conversely, Malay and the Chamic languages, also believed to ultimately having appeared in (southwestern) Borneo, but at a much earlier time, were excluded from the scope of this bibliography (see a discussion of all these choices, pp. 2-4; six local Bornean Malay dialects, however, are included, p. 8), and so were those of Borneo"s Chinese communities and of the Tausug immigrants from the Philippines. The decision to include Javanese remains unexplained.

Other difficulties in compiling this bibliography lied in building an inventory of languages (pp. 4-10), beginning with those related to the language/dialect distinction and to specific chaining situations. The list of languages appearing heresome 160generally follows the Summer Institute of Linguistics International"s 17 th edition of Ethnologue, although it was sometimes found to be of inadequate reliability, and alternately over-or under-differentiating between languages.

The rationales underlying decisions made to include certain types of documents and not others and regarding how much to include of material present in earlier bibliographiesand the careful research procedures leading to the final listing are extensively exposed (pp. 13-18).

Straying from the book"s strictly linguistic focus, a brief discussion of some "distinctive cultural traits associated with much of Borneo" (longhouse habitat, distended earlobes, non-Negrito forest nomads; pp. 1-2) appears here both reductive and somewhat futile. Likewise, some observations of a more historical or ethnographic value are questionable: e.g., the phrase "masuk Melayu" ("to become Melayu"; p. 2) historically first referred to the adoption of the "Malay" way of life (riparian settlement, trade patterns, vehicular Malay dialect), and only much later to conversion to Islam, then to actually be equated with "masuk Islam"; and Kendayan (or Kanayatn) certainly should not be viewed as a catch-all term for all West Kalimantan groups speaking Malayic languages (pp. 2, 5). Despite these minor squabbles (and a few remaining typos), this Bibliography is a major and most welcome achievement that will prove of invaluable service to all Austronesian language specialists, as well as to any researcher in any discipline in Borneo and, of course, any library of Asian studies. As the authors rightly state (p. vi), it constitutes a strong established resource from which future offerings of The languages of Borneo will grow. Of considerable added value is the enclosed CD-ROM, which makes this work a powerful research tool.