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Judges as Reform Advocates

A Lost Battle?

.ATHALIE"ERNARD-AUGIRON

)TMAYSEEMSURPRISINGTOlNDAPAPERONJUDGESINASYMPOSIUMDEDICATED
TOPOLITICAL AND SOCIAL PROTESTMOVEMENTS IN%GYPT�(OWCAN JUDGES�ONE
OF THE THREEBRANCHESOF STATEAUTHORITY�CONSTITUTEA SOCIALOREVENWORSE�
A POLITICAL PROTEST MOVEMENT� (AD THIS SYMPOSIUM BEEN ORGANIZED ONLY
TWOYEARSAGO�JUDGESWOULDHAVEPROBABLYNOTBEENATOPICFORDISCUSSION�
ALTHOUGH THEYHADBEENVERYACTIVE THROUGHOUTMODERN%GYPTIANHISTORY�
4HEIRCONTRIBUTIONTODEMOCRATICREFORM�HOWEVER�HASSOFARNOTBEENABLE
TOREACHTHEPUBLICSPHERE�

4HETWOMAINCLAIMSMADEBYJUDGES�FULLSUPERVISIONOFTHEELECTIONS
ANDREALINDEPENDENCEOFTHEJUDICIARY�ARENOTNEW�4HECALL FORJUDICIAL
SUPERVISIONOFTHEELECTIONSWASALREADYONEOFTHEMAINRECOMMENDATIONS
OFASYMPOSIUMONTHETRANSPARENCYOFTHEELECTORALPROCESSORGANIZEDBY
THE *UDGES #LUB� IN *UNE ���� �2A�UF� ����	� *UDICIAL INDEPENDENCE WAS
ONE OF THE MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE ���� #ONFERENCE ON *USTICE

� 4HE *UDGES #LUB IS THE KEY ACTOR OF THE STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EXECUTIVE POWER� )T WAS
ESTABLISHEDIN����TODEFENDTHECOLLECTIVESOCIALINTERESTSOFJUDGESBUTHASTURNEDINTOA
POLITICALFORUM�4HE#LUBISNOTREGISTEREDASASYNDICATEORASANASSOCIATIONANDHASNOLEGAL
STATUS�WHICHPUTSITINAWEAKPOSITIONINCASEOFCONmICT�WITHTHREATSOFDISSOLUTIONASWE
WILLSEE�4HEREEXISTMORETHANTWENTYCLUBSALLOVER%GYPT�BUTTHEMAINANDMOSTIMPORTANT
ONEREMAINSTHE#AIROONE�OFWHICHALMOSTALLMEMBERSOFTHEORDINARYJUDICIARYANDOFTHE
0UBLIC0ROSECUTIONAREMEMBERS�MORETHAN�����MEMBERS	�
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ORGANIZED BY THE #LUB�� -OREOVER� IN ����� THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE
*UDGES#LUBADOPTEDADRAFT LAWPROPOSINGAMENDMENTSTOTHE����,AW
ONTHE*UDICIARY�INORDERTOINCREASEJUDICIALINDEPENDENCE�%ARLIER�IN�����
JUDGESHADALREADYBEEN INVOLVED INA SERIOUSCONmICTWITH THEEXECUTIVE
AUTHORITYINORDERTOKEEPTHEIRRELATIVEINDEPENDENCE�ACONmICTTHATENDED
WITHTHEDISSOLUTIONOFTHE"OARDOFTHE*UDGES#LUBANDTHEFAMOUShMAS
SACREOFTHEJUDICIARY�v�

3INCE CONFRONTATIONSBETWEEN JUDGES AND THE EXECUTIVE AUTHORITY TOOK
PLACEINTHEPAST�ONEMAYWONDERWHYTHEIRPROTESTMOVEMENTONLYSTARTED
BEINGTHEFOCUSOFPUBLICATTENTIONINRECENTYEARS�NOTABLY����n�����

4HIS NEW PUBLIC INTEREST IN JUDGES AS REFORM ADVOCATES IS DUE TO THE
CONJUNCTION OF SEVERAL FACTORS� /NE OF THEM IS THE EMERGENCE OF INDE
PENDENT NEWSPAPERS AND PRIVATE SATELLITE TELEVISION CHANNELS THAT GAVE A
FORUMTOJUDGES�&ORTHElRSTTIMEINTHEIRHISTORY�JUDGESWEREGIVENTHE
CHANCETOPRESENTTHEIRCLAIMSTOPUBLICOPINIONANDTHEPUBLICSTARTEDGET
TINGFAMILIARWITHTHEM�4HECHANGEOFMAJORITYINTHEBOARDOFTHECLUB
IN����MAYALSOBEANIMPORTANTFACTOR�!FTERTHE����hMASSACREOFTHE
JUDICIARY�vINDEED�THERELATIONSBETWEENTHE3TATEANDTHE*UDGES#LUBHAD
BECOMEMUCHSMOOTHER�PARTICULARLY IN THE����S��7HEN:AKARIYA@!BD
AL@!ZIZWAS ELECTED AS NEW CLUBPRESIDENT IN ���� ANDHIS LISTWON THE
MAJORITYOFSEATS INTHEBOARD�THECLUBOPTEDFORAMORECONFRONTATIONAL
APPROACHTOWARDTHEAUTHORITIES�4HEJUDGES�MOVEMENT�LIKEALLOTHERSOCIAL
ANDPOLITICALPROTESTMOVEMENTS�ALSO TOOKADVANTAGEOFAPOLITICALOPEN
INGIN�����INACONTEXTOFINTERNATIONALANDINTERNALPRESSUREFORPOLITI
CALREFORM�4HEYEAR����WASALSOAVERYSPECIALYEAR�SINCEITWITNESSEDA
CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUM� PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS� AND PARLIAMENTARY ELEC
TIONS� *UDGESPLAYEDA FUNDAMENTAL ROLEONTHESE THREEOCCASIONS THROUGH
THESUPERVISIONOFTHEPOLLINGSTATIONS�

)NTHEIRSTRUGGLE�JUDGESRECEIVEDTHESUPPORTOF.'/S�POLITICALPARTIES�
THE -USLIM "ROTHERHOOD� PROFESSIONAL SYNDICATES� INTELLECTUAL CIRCLES� UNI
VERSITYPROFESSORS� STUDENTS� ANDOTHERPROTESTMOVEMENTS LIKE+EFAYA�4HE
CULMINATIONOFTHATSUPPORTCAMEIN-AY�����WHENTWOVICEPRESIDENTSOF

� 3EE"ULLETINDU#%$%*�NO���#AIRO������
� 4HIShMASSACREvOCCURREDWHEN��� JUDGESWEREDISMISSED FROM THEIR POSITIONS AND THE

"OARDOFTHE*UDGES#LUBDISSOLVED�BECAUSETHEYHADREFUSEDTOJOINTHESINGLEPARTYATTHAT
TIME�THE!RAB3OCIALIST5NION�

� 4HEPRESIDENTOFTHECLUBATTHATTIMEWAS-UQBIL3HAKIR�WHOWASAPPOINTEDIN����AS
PRESIDENTOFTHE#OURTOF#ASSATIONANDTHEREFOREPRESIDENTOFTHE3UPREME#OUNCILOFTHE
*UDICIARY�
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THE#OURTOF#ASSATIONWEREREFERREDTOTHEDISCIPLINARYCOUNCILFORHAVING
ACCUSEDCOLLEAGUESOFPARTICIPATINGINVOTERIGGING�4HEYWEREPERCEIVEDBY
THEPUBLICOPINIONASVICTIMSOFMEASURESOFRETALIATIONFORHAVINGDENOUNCED
FRAUDULENTPRACTICES�

7HAT HAD STARTED AS A BANAL CONmICT BETWEEN A JUDGE AND LAWYERS IN
!LEXANDRIA� GRADUALLY TURNED INTO AN INSTITUTIONAL CRISIS�4HE STRUGGLE OF
REFORMISTJUDGESFORDEMOCRATICREFORMTOOKDIFFERENTFORMS�BUTITSIMPACT
ONDEMOCRATICREFORMITSELFWASMORETHANMITIGATEDWHILETHEYHADTOPAY
AHIGHPRICE�/NECANEVENARGUETHATTHEYLOSTTHEIRBATTLE�

*UDGES-OBILIZEFOR2EFORM
2EFORMIST JUDGESMOBILIZEDVARIOUS TYPESOFACTIONS TOMAKE THEIRCLAIMS
KNOWNANDTOPREVAIL�4HEYTHREATENEDTOBOYCOTTTHEJUDICIALSUPERVISIONOF
THEELECTIONS�GAVEINTERVIEWSTONEWSPAPERSANDSATELLITECHANNELS�THEIRCLUB
PUBLISHEDPRESSRELEASES�MEMOS�ANDREPORTS�THEYlLEDCOMPLAINTSWITHTHE
PUBLICPROSECUTION�ANDEVENORGANIZEDSITINS��

"OYCOTT THREATS� &OR THE lRST TIME IN THEIR HISTORY� JUDGES RESORTED TO
THREATS OF BOYCOTT IF THE GOVERNMENT FAILED TO ACCEDE TO THEIR TWOMAIN
CLAIMS�MONITORINGTHEINTEGRITYOFTHEELECTORALPROCESSANDAMENDINGTHE
*UDICIAL!UTHORITY,AWTOGUARANTEEMOREINDEPENDENCE�4HE#ONSTITUTION
REQUIRES MEMBERS OF JUDICIAL BODIES TO SUPERVISE ALL POLLING STATIONS� �
*UDGES THEREFOREHADATHANDAMEANSOFPRESSURE THATWASQUITEDISTURB
INGFORTHE3TATEAPPARATUS� THEYCOULDREFRAINFROMMONITORINGTHEELEC
TIONS�"EGINNINGWITHTHEGENERALASSEMBLYOFTHE!LEXANDRIA*UDGES#LUB
IN!PRIL�����THEYSTARTEDTHREATENINGTOREFUSETOSUPERVISETHECONSTITU
TIONALREFERENDUMASWELLASTHEPRESIDENTIALANDPARLIAMENTARYELECTIONSIF
THESECLAIMSWERENOTMET�

'OVERNMENTNEWSPAPERSCRITICIZEDTHEJUDGESANDMAINTAINEDTHEYCOULD
NOTREFUSETOIMPLEMENTACONSTITUTIONALDUTY�GIVENTHATTHEYWERETHEVERY

� 4HE!LEXANDRIA*UDGES#LUBHELDANEXTRAORDINARYGENERALASSEMBLYIN!PRIL�����TOPROTEST
AGAINSTTHEAGGRESSIONAGAINSTAJUDGE�WHOWASBEINGPRESSUREDBYAGROUPOFLAWYERSWHO
WANTEDHIMTOACQUITTHEIRCLIENT�4HEYCRITICIZEDTHEABSENCEOFREACTIONFROMTHE0RESIDENT
OFTHE#OURTOF&IRST)NSTANCEANDOFTHE0ROSECUTOR'ENERALANDCALLEDFORJUDICIALREFORM�

� -OHAMEDAL3AYYID3A@ID�$EPUTY$IRECTOROFAL!HRAM#ENTERFOR0OLITICALAND3TRATEGIC
3TUDIES�CALLED THE *UDGES� STRUGGLEhINTIFADATALQADAA�v IN2AWAQ@!RABI�#AIRO)NSTITUTE FOR
(UMAN2IGHTS3TUDIES�NO���������P��FF�

� !RTICLE���ASINTERPRETEDBYTHE3UPREME#ONSTITUTIONAL#OURTINADECISIONOF*ULY�����
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PEOPLEINCHARGEOFENFORCINGRESPECTFORTHERULEOFLAW�4HELATTERDEFENDED
THEMSELVESBYARGUINGTHATTHE#ONSTITUTIONDIDNOTCOMPELTHEMTOSERVE
FRAUDULENTELECTIONS�ONTHECONTRARY�THEIRCONSTITUTIONALDUTYWASTOREJECT
PARTICIPATIONINSUCHMANIPULATIONSOFTHEWILLOFTHEPEOPLE��

!FTERLENGTHYINTERNALDEBATES�THE*UDGES#LUB�ATITSEXTRAORDINARYGEN
ERALASSEMBLYON-AY��������DECIDEDTOAUTHORIZEITSMEMBERSTOMONI
TORTHECONSTITUTIONALREFERENDUM�THElRSTOFTHE����POLLS�4HEYDECLARED
THISEXPERIENCEWOULDALLOWMEMBERSTOASSESSTHEEXTENTOFTHETRANSPAR
ENCYOFTHEPROCESS�4HOUGHTHEEXPERIENCEWASNOTHIGHLYCONCLUSIVEAND
THE *UDGES #LUB REPORT ON THE CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUM� QUESTIONED IN
PARTICULAR THE SOUNDNESSOF THEOFlCIALlGURES RELATED TOELECTORALPARTICI
PATION AND VOTECOUNTING� THE *UDGES#LUB DECIDED� NEVERTHELESS� AT THEIR
SECONDEXTRAORDINARYGENERALASSEMBLYON3EPTEMBER���������TOMONITOR
THEPRESIDENTIALANDPARLIAMENTARYELECTIONS�4HEYDECLAREDTHEIRFEARTHATA
BOYCOTTWOULDOPENTHEDOORTOWHOLESALEFRAUDANDWERECONVINCEDTHAT
THEIRPARTICIPATIONWOULDENABLETHEMTOEXPOSEPUBLICLYALLTHEABUSESAND
VIOLATIONS THEYMIGHTWITNESS�!CCEPTING TO SUPERVISE THEPRESIDENTIAL AND
PARLIAMENTARYELECTIONSINSPITEOFTHEIRNEGATIVEASSESSMENTOFTHEWAYTHE
CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUMHADBEENORGANIZED ANDOF THENONFULlLLMENT
OFTHEIRCLAIMSMAYHAVEBEENONEOFTHEIRMAINSTRATEGICERRORSSINCETHEY
LOSTPARTOFTHEIRCREDIBILITY�"UTTHISDECISIONWASPROBABLYDUETOALACKOF
CONSENSUSAMONGTHEJUDGESTOPUSHTHISTRIALOFSTRENGTHANYFURTHER�

2ECOURSETOTHEMEDIA�2EFORMISTJUDGESREGULARLYEXPRESSEDTHEIROPIN
IONSINNEWSPAPERSORSATELLITECHANNELSTOPROTESTAGAINSTTHEABSENCEOFANY
CONSIDERATIONGIVENTOTHEIRCLAIMS�3OMEOFTHEMEVENDIRECTLYACCUSEDTHE
EXECUTIVE POWEROF BEINGBEHIND THE ABUSES COMMITTEDDURING THE ELEC
TIONS�4HUS�AFTERHAVINGNOTICEDTHATCHANGESHADBEEN INTRODUCED IN THE
ELECTORALLISTSBETWEENTHETWOLEGISLATIVEROUNDSTOSERVETHEINTERESTSOFTHE
.ATIONAL$EMOCRATIC0ARTY�.$0	�-AHMUD-EKKI�6ICE0RESIDENTOFTHE
#OURTOF#ASSATION�ACCUSEDTHE-INISTEROF*USTICEOFBEINGBEHINDTHESE
VIOLATIONS�PARTICULARLYINTHECONSTITUENCIESWHERETHE-USLIM"ROTHERHOOD
HADOBTAINEDGOODSCORESINTHElRSTROUND���(ISHAMAL"ASTAWISI�ANOTHER

� 3EEAL7AFD�-AY��������
� 4HE*UDGES#LUBDECIDEDTOAPPOINTACOMMITTEEINCHARGEOFFOLLOWINGUPEACHOFTHE

ELECTORALPOLLSIN����ANDPUBLISHEDAREPORTONTHEIRPOSITIVEANDNEGATIVEASPECTS�
�� 4HE *UDGES #LUB HELD THREE GENERAL ASSEMBLIES IN ���� �ON -AY ��� 3EPTEMBER �� AND

$ECEMBER��	�AMONGWHICHTHElRSTTWOWEREEXTRAORDINARY�
�� 3AWTAL5MMAH�.OVEMBER��������
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VICEPRESIDENTOFTHE#OURTOF#ASSATION�ACCUSEDTHEGOVERNMENTOFSHOW
INGITSDETERMINATIONTOTURNTHESOCALLEDREFORMEXPERIENCEINTOAFAILURE�
WHILE JUDGESHADBELIEVED THEGOVERNMENTPROMISESAND ITS SUPPORT FORA
REALDEMOCRATICEXPERIENCETHROUGHTHELEGISLATIVEELECTIONS���

)N AN INTERVIEW WITH AL$USTUR NEWSPAPER� -AHMUD AL+HUDEYRI�
0RESIDENTOFTHE*UDGES#LUBIN!LEXANDRIA�WASASKED�h$OYOUTHINKTHAT
THE-INISTRYOF)NTERIORCANTAKEDECISIONSSUCHASATTACKINGJUDGESWITH
OUT REFERRING TO THE 0RESIDENT�v (E ANSWERED�h.O DOUBT� IT WAS NOT A
DECISIONFROMTHE-INISTRYOF)NTERIOR�4HEATTACKAGAINSTTHEJUDGESWASA
POLITICALDECISIONFROMAHIGHERAUTHORITYTHANTHATOFTHE-INISTRY�v��4HAT
SAMEJUDGEPUBLISHEDMANYOPENLETTERSTOTHE0RESIDENTOFTHE2EPUBLIC
ANDTOOTHERHIGHPROlLEOFlCIALS�CALLINGONTHEMTOPUTANENDTOTHE
CONmICTBETWEENTHEJUDGESANDTHESTATEAPPARATUS�(EALSOWROTEANOPEN
LETTERTOTHE-INISTEROF*USTICEATTHEENDOF*ANUARY�����ENTITLEDh9OU
(AVE%XCEEDED9OUR0REROGATIVES�vSAYINGTHATHEDIDNOTDESERVETOBEA
MINISTER���

3UCHPUBLICSTANCESTAKENBYTHEREFORMISTJUDGESRECEIVEDFROMAWARM
TOACOLDRECEPTION�7HILETHEOPPOSITION�THESYNDICATES�AND.'/SSUP
PORTEDTHEMINTHESTRUGGLEFORTHETRANSPARENCYOFELECTIONS�OTHERCIRCLES
CRITICIZEDTHEMASDEVIATINGFROMTHEIRJUDICIALROLEANDENGAGINGINPOLITICAL
ACTIVITIES�WHICHVIOLATEDBOTHTHEPRINCIPLEOFTHESEPARATIONOFPOWERSAND
THE,AWOFTHE*UDICIAL!UTHORITY���&ORREFORMISTJUDGES�hTALKINGPOLITICSvIS
DIFFERENTFROMhMAKINGPOLITICS�v4HEYSHOULDNOTSUPPORTACERTAINPOLITICAL
PARTY�BUTTHEYENJOYFREEDOMOFEXPRESSION�LIKEANYOTHERCITIZEN�

)N-ARCH�����TWOOFTHEMOSTACTIVEREFORMISTJUDGES��WEREBROUGHT
BEFORETHEINVESTIGATINGJUDGETOANSWERCHARGESOFDEFAMATIONAGAINSTSOME
FELLOW JUDGES THEY HAD ACCUSED OF VOTERIGGING IN 3AWT AL5MMAH�4HE
PAPERHADPUBLISHEDABLACKLISTWITH THE INITIALSOF ALL JUDGES SUSPECTEDOF
PARTICIPATINGINFRAUD�-ANYOBSERVERSORPARTICIPANTSWEREASTONISHEDTHAT
INSTEADOFCONDUCTINGINVESTIGATIONSANDINTERROGATINGTHEJUDGESSUSPECTED
OFHAVINGBEENINVOLVEDINFRAUD�THEEXECUTIVEPOWERHADDECIDEDTOKEEP

�� )BID�
�� !L$USTUR�$ECEMBER��������
�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�*ANUARY��������&OROTHEROPENLETTERSOF-AHMUDAL+HUDEYRITOTHE

-INISTEROF*USTICE�SEEAL-ASRYAL9OUM�.OVEMBER��������AND$ECEMBER��������
�� !RTICLE��OFTHE����*UDICIAL!UTHORITY,AWPROHIBITSCOURTSTOEXPRESSPOLITICALOPINIONS�

ANDJUDGESTOBEINVOLVEDINPOLITICALACTIVITIESANDRUNFORELECTIONSOFTHE0EOPLE�S!SSEMBLY�
REGIONALASSEMBLIES�ORPOLITICALORGANIZATIONS�

�� -AHMUD-EKKI�(ISHAMAL"ASTAWISI�
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INTERROGATINGTHOSEWHOHADDENOUNCEDTHEABUSES���4HE3UPREME#OUNCIL
OF THE *UDICIARY AGREED TO LIFT THE JUDICIAL IMMUNITY OF THOSE TWO VICE
PRESIDENTSOFTHE#OURTOF#ASSATIONINORDERTOBEHEARD�4HEYWERElNALLY
REFERREDTOTHEDISCIPLINARYCOUNCIL�$EMONSTRATIONSOFPOPULARSUPPORTTOOK
PLACE IN FRONTOF THE(IGH#OURT"UILDING �$AR AL1ADAA AL@!LI	 DURING
EACHOFTHETHREEHEARINGSOFTHEDISCIPLINARYCOUNCILIN-AY�����INWHAT
COULDBECONSIDEREDTHElRST�ANDLAST�	MANIFESTATIONOFPOPULARSUPPORTFOR
THEJUDGES�7HILETHETWOJUDGESCOULDHAVEBEENDISMISSED�ALLCHARGESWERE
lNALLYDROPPEDAGAINSTONE�WHILETHEOTHERRECEIVEDAREPRIMAND�

4HEJUDGEBEHINDTHEDEFERRALOFTHETWOCOUNSELORSBEFORETHEDISCIPLIN
ARYCOUNCILALSOATTACKED3AWTAL5MMAH�WHICHHADPUBLISHEDHISINITIALSAT
THEHEADOFTHEBLACKLIST�)NTHEMEANTIME�THE#OURTOF#ASSATIONEXAMINED
THEVALIDITYOFTHEELECTIONSINTHECONSTITUENCYSUPERVISEDBYTHATJUDGE���
)N3EPTEMBER����� THECOURTRULEDTHAT FRAUDHADEFFECTIVELY TAKENPLACE
ANDTHATTHEELECTIONSINTHATPARTICULARCONSTITUENCYHADTOBECONSIDERED
VOID���4HEJUDGElNALLYDECIDED�INEARLY$ECEMBER�����TODROPTHECOM
PLAINTHEHADlLEDAGAINST3AWTAL5MMAHWHILETHECASEWASUNDERCONSID
ERATION�4HE0EOPLE�S!SSEMBLYDIDNOTFOLLOWUPONTHEREPORTOFTHE#OURT
OF#ASSATIONANDREFUSEDTODECLARETHEELECTIONSTHATHADTAKENPLACEINTHAT
CONSTITUENCYVOID�

0RESSRELEASES�MEMOS�CALLSAND*UDGES#LUBREPORTS�4HE*UDGES#LUB
ADOPTEDNUMEROUSPRESSRELEASESANDMEMORANDADURING����TOADVOCATE
FORTRANSPARENTELECTIONS�-ANYOFTHEMGAVEWAYTOCONTROVERSIES�PARTICU
LARLYTHEMEMOSADDRESSEDTOTHE3UPREME#OUNCILOFTHE*UDICIARYANDTO
THEELECTORALCOMMISSIONS�-ANYMESSAGESWERETHUSSENTBYTHE#LUBTOTHE
0RESIDENTIAL%LECTION#OMMISSION�DURINGTHESUMMEROF�����TOEXPRESS
DISAGREEMENTWITH THEDECISIONS ADOPTEDBY THISBODY� INPARTICULAR THOSE
REGARDINGTHEORGANIZATIONOFTHEELECTORALPROCESS���

�� 3EE�FORINSTANCE�(ISHAM'ENINA�6ICE0RESIDENTOFTHE#OURTOF#ASSATION�.AHDAT-ISR�
&EBRUARY��������

�� )N ACCORDANCE WITH !RTICLE �� OF THE #ONSTITUTION ACCORDING TO WHICH THE #OURT OF
#ASSATION ISCOMPETENT TO INVESTIGATEELECTORALCOMPLAINTS�4HERESULTOF THE INVESTIGATION
ANDTHEDECISIONREACHEDBYTHECOURTISSUBMITTEDTOTHE0EOPLE�S!SSEMBLYTODECIDEUPON
THEVALIDITYOFTHECONTESTATION�

�� 3EE3AWTAL5MMAH���3EPTEMBER�����FORTHEDECISION�
�� )N!UGUST�����THEPRESIDENTOFTHE0RESIDENTIAL%LECTORAL#OMMISSION�WHOHADJUSTLEFTHIS

FUNCTIONASPRESIDENTOFTHE3UPREME#ONSTITUTIONAL#OURTONREACHINGRETIREMENTAGE�WAS
NOMINATEDAS-INISTEROF*USTICE�3INCETHEN�THERELATIONSBETWEENREFORMISTJUDGESANDTHE
-INISTEROF*USTICEHAVEBEENMARKEDBYGROWINGTENSION�
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/N.OVEMBER��������INPROTESTAGAINSTAGGRESSIONCOMMITTEDAGAINST
JUDGESBYTHEPOLICEANDSECURITYFORCESDURINGTHElRSTTWOPHASESOFTHE
LEGISLATIVEELECTIONS�THE*UDGES#LUBCALLEDFORTHEINTERVENTIONOFTHEARMY��
TOPROTECTTHEPOLLINGSTATIONSANDTHESUPERVISINGJUDGESFROMTHEPOLICE���
4OMANYANALYSTS�THE*UDGES#LUBDIDNOTREALLYWISHFORANYARMYINTER
VENTION�BUTITONLYWANTEDTOCONVEYALOUDMESSAGETOPUBLICOPINIONIN
ORDERTODENOUNCEELECTORALRIGGINGANDTOSHOWTHEYWERENOTRESPONSIBLE
FOR THE FRAUDCOMMITTED���4HISCALL TOARMYINTERVENTION�HOWEVER� RAISED
WORRIESAMONGLIBERALS���

&ORTHElRSTTIME�THE*UDGES#LUBALSODECIDEDTOAPPOINTACOMMITTEE
TOMONITORTHEORGANIZATIONOFTHEELECTORALPOLLSANDWRITEPUBLICREPORTS
ONTHEBASISOFTESTIMONYMADEBYJUDGES�4WOMONTHSAFTERTHECONSTITU
TIONALREFERENDUMOF-AY�����THE#LUBPUBLISHEDAREPORTENTITLED%GYPT�S
#ONSCIENCE�$AMIR-ISR	���4HEREPORTSTRESSEDTHATJUDGESHADMONITOREDONLY
�PERCENTOF THEAUXILIARYPOLLINGSTATIONSANDTHAT THESTATIONS SUPERVISED
BYTHEMHADREGISTEREDEXTREMELYLOWLEVELSOFPARTICIPATION�SOMESTATIONS
HAVINGSEENNOVOTERANDOTHERSHAVINGREGISTEREDANAVERAGEPARTICIPATION
LEVELOF�PERCENT�-EANWHILE�THOSESTATIONSWHERESTATEEMPLOYEESWEREIN
CHARGEOFTHESUPERVISIONREGISTEREDVERYHIGHLEVELSOFPARTICIPATION�REACH
ING���PERCENTAT TIMES�h7ASNOONEDEAD� TRAVELING�ORPREVENTED FROM
PARTICIPATINGFORHEALTHREASONS�WORKREASONS�OROUTOFLAZINESS�vTHEYWON
DEREDASTONISHED�

4HE*UDGES#LUBALSOPREPAREDAREPORTONTHE����PRESIDENTIALELECTIONS�
MADEPUBLICINEARLY.OVEMBER�����)TDENOUNCEDSEVERALTYPESOFABUSES
THATJUDGESHADWITNESSED�)TALSOCRITICIZEDTHEATTITUDEOFTHE0RESIDENTIAL
%LECTION #OMMISSION�4HE LONGPROMISED REPORT ON THE ���� LEGISLATIVE
ELECTIONSWASNEVERMADEPUBLIC�THE#LUBONLYPUBLISHEDPARTIALREPORTSON
INQUIRIESMADEINSOMEELECTORALCONSTITUENCIES�

)N-ARCH�����THE#LUBANNOUNCEDTHEAPPOINTMENTOFACOMMITTEEIN
CHARGEOFFOLLOWINGUPTHE-ARCH��CONSTITUTIONALREFERENDUMANDWRITING

�� /NTHEBASISOF!RTICLE��OFTHE����,AWONTHE%XERCISEOF0OLITICAL2IGHTSTHATAUTHORIZES
THEPRESIDENTOFAPOLLINGSTATIONTOCALL�INNEED�FORPOLICEAGENTSORARMEDFORCES�

�� !L@!RABI�.OVEMBER��������4HEREWERECLAIMSTHATTHEPOLICEHEAVILYINVOLVEDOUTSIDE
THESTATIONS�PREVENTEDOPPOSITIONSUPPORTERSFROMENTERINGTHESTATIONS�

�� !L$USTUR�.OVEMBER��������ANDAL@!RABI�.OVEMBER��������
�� 3EEAL$USTUR�.OVEMBER��������WITHTHECOMMENTARYOF-UHAMMADAL3AYYID3A@ID�

$EPUTY$IRECTOROFAL!HRAM#ENTERFOR0OLITICALAND3TRATEGIC3TUDIES�ACCORDINGTOWHOM
THEARMYISNOTTOINTERFEREINPOLITICS�

�� 0UBLISHEDINAL@!RABI�*ULY�������ANDAL-ASRYAL9OUM�*ULY�������



Judges as Reform Advocates 67

ANASSESSMENTREPORT�4HEFACTTHATVERYFEWJUDGESPARTICIPATEDINTHESUPER
VISIONOFTHEREFERENDUM�HOWEVER�MADETHECOLLECTIONOFRELIABLEANDCRED
IBLEINFORMATIONVERYDIFlCULT���

&INALLY�THE#LUBOFTENCALLEDONTHE0RESIDENTOFTHE2EPUBLICTOINTER
VENE� IN HIS CAPACITY AS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BALANCE OF POWERS AND PRESI
DENTOFTHE3UPREME#OUNCILOF*UDICIAL"ODIES�ACCORDINGTO!RTICLE��OF
THE#ONSTITUTION�)N�����FORINSTANCE�THEYCALLEDONTHE0RESIDENTTOASK
THATTHECHARGESAGAINSTTHETWOREFORMISTJUDGESREFERREDTOTHEDISCIPLINARY
COUNCILBEDROPPED���4HEPRESIDENTREFUSEDTO INTERVENE� SAYINGHECOULD
NOTINTERFEREWITHJUDICIAL INDEPENDENCEANDINTERNALMATTERSOFTHEJUDI
CIARY���)N-ARCH�����HOWEVER�HERESPONDEDPOSITIVELYTOACALLFROMTHE
0RESIDENTOFTHE*UDGES#LUBTOINTERVENETODROPTHECASEAGAINSTAJUDGE
REFERRED TO THEDISCIPLINARY COUNCIL BY THE-INISTER OF *USTICEON CHARGES
OFLIBELINGTHE0RESIDENT�!CCORDINGTO-AHMUDAL+HUDEYRI�THE-INISTER
THOUGHT HE WOULD HAVE PLEASED THE 0RESIDENT BY REFERRING THIS JUDGE TO
THE DISCIPLINARY COUNCIL�7AS NOT THE PRESIDENTIAL INSTITUTION THE ONE THAT
HAD ASKED HIM TO PUNISH JUDGES� THREATEN THEM� AND SILENCE THEM���4HE
0RESIDENTACCEPTEDTOINTERVENEINASECONDCASE�REGARDINGACOUNSELORFROM
THE3TATE#OUNCILWHO SUFFERED FROM ABRAIN TUMOR ANDHAD TOUNDERGO
EXPENSIVEMEDICALTREATMENTIN'ERMANY�4HE-INISTEROF*USTICEREFUSEDTO
COVERTHEMEDICALCOSTS�/N&EBRUARY��RD������THE0RESIDENTOFTHE*UDGES
#LUBOFTHE3TATE#OUNCILSENTAMEMOTO0RESIDENT-UBARAK�REQUESTING
HISINTERVENTION���/N-ARCH��������THE0RESIDENTORDEREDTHATTHEMIN
ISTRYBEARTHECOSTSOFTHETREATMENT���-AHMUDAL+HUDEYRIARGUEDTHATTHE
-INISTERHADRECEIVEDINSTRUCTIONSTOTREATJUDGESHARSHLYANDSILENCETHEM�
(OWEVER�HEOVERACTEDANDPUTEVERYBODY INADIFlCULT SITUATION� INCLUD
INGTHE0RESIDENT�WHOTOOKTHEEASYWAYOUTBYORDERINGHIMTOCOVERTHE
MEDICALEXPENSES���

�� !L$USTUR�-ARCH��������
�� )BRAHIM%ISSA�CHIEFEDITOROF3AWTAL5MMAH�WROTEHEWASASTONISHEDBYTHEFACTTHATSOME

JUDGESTURNEDTO0RESIDENT-UBARAKFORINTERVENTIONTOlNDASOLUTIONTOTHECRISIS�hASIFHE
WASNOTTHEONEWHOWASRESPONSIBLEFORTHEREFERRALOFTHESEJUDGESTOINVESTIGATIONv�hHIS
INTERVENTIONHASTAKENPLACEALREADY�vAL$USTUR�!PRIL��������

�� !L'UMHURIYA�!PRIL��������3EEALSO�AL!HRAM�!PRIL��������
�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�!PRIL��������
�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�&EBRUARY��������3EEALSO�.AHDAT-ISR�&EBRUARY�������ANDAL!HRAM�

&EBRUARY��������
�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�!PRIL�������
�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�!PRIL��������
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#OMPLAINTSTOTHEPROSECUTION�2EFORMISTJUDGESACCUSETHE0ROSECUTOR
'ENERALOFNOTHAVINGBEENSUFlCIENTLYDILIGENTINCARRYINGOUTINVESTIGA
TIONSREGARDINGCOMPLAINTSlLEDBYTHEM�!YOUNGFEMALEMEMBEROF THE
ADMINISTRATIVE PROSECUTION� FOR INSTANCE� PUBLICLY DENOUNCED THROUGH THE
PRESS THE FRAUDSHEHADWITNESSED INTHEELECTORALCONSTITUENCYWHERESHE
WAS INCHARGEOF SUPERVISINGANAUXILIARY STATION���3HECLAIMED THAT SUCH
MANIPULATIONSMEANTTHATTHEVICTORYOFTHE.$0CANDIDATEWASANNOUNCED�
WHEREASINMOSTAUXILIARYSTATIONSTHE-USLIM"ROTHERHOODCANDIDATEWAS
INTHELEAD�4HE*UDGES#LUBDECIDEDTOLEADANENQUIRYANDINTERROGATETHE
JUDGESWHOHADSUPERVISEDTHEOTHERAUXILIARYSTATIONSINTHESAMECONSTITU
ENCY�!CCORDINGTOTHECLUB����JUDGESOUTOF���AGREEDTOTESTIFY�CON
lRMINGHERTESTIMONY�THECANDIDATEOFTHE-USLIM"ROTHERHOODRECEIVED
THREE TIMESASMANYVOTESAS THE.$0CANDIDATE���!COMPLAINTWASlLED
AT THE PROSECUTOR�S OFlCE� WITH NO RESULT� )N .OVEMBER ����� THE *UDGES
#LUB�INOPENCONmICTWITHTHE-INISTEROF*USTICE�DECIDEDTOSENDTOTHE
0ROSECUTOR'ENERALTHEORIGINALVOTECOUNTINGOFALL THEAUXILIARYSTATIONS
INTHATCONSTITUENCY�WHICHITHADRECEIVEDFROMANANONYMOUSSOURCETHAT
CONlRMED THEVICTORYOF THECANDIDATEOF THE-USLIM"ROTHERHOOD�4HIS
INITIATIVEALSOPRODUCEDNORESULTS�

/THERJUDGESWHOTOOKPARTINTHEELECTORALSUPERVISIONlLEDCOMPLAINTS
BEFORE THE 0ROSECUTOR 'ENERAL TO DENOUNCE ACTS OF VIOLENCE COMMITTED
AGAINSTTHEMDURINGTHEPARLIAMENTARYELECTIONS�ANDTOCONTESTTHEELECTORAL
RESULTSINCERTAINCONSTITUENCIES�.OINVESTIGATIONFOLLOWED���3IMILARLY�WHEN
INTHEEARLYHOURSOF!PRIL��������THE%GYPTIANPOLICEATTACKEDAPEACEFUL
PROREFORMCAMPSETUPINFRONTOFTHE*UDGES#LUBIN#AIROANDAJUDGEWAS
BEATENANDHISARMBROKEN�COMPLAINTSWEREMADETOTHE0UBLIC0ROSECUTOR�
BUTWITHNORESULT�

3ITINS�)N&EBRUARY�����THEJUDGESANNOUNCEDTHATTHE-INISTRYOF*USTICE
WASMANYMONTHSBEHINDINPAYINGITSlNANCIALCONTRIBUTIONTOTHE#LUB
BUDGET�4OSIGNALPROTESTANDRAISEOBJECTIONSAGAINSTASECRETDRAFTAMEND
MENTONTHE*UDICIAL!UTHORITY,AWINTRODUCEDBYTHE3UPREME#OUNCILOF
THE*UDICIARYASWELLASAGAINSTTHEABSENCEOFRESULTSOFTHEPROSECUTOR�SINVES
TIGATIONSCONCERNINGATTACKSAGAINST JUDGESDURINGTHE LEGISLATIVEELECTIONS�
THEYDECIDEDTOORGANIZEASITININFRONTOFTHE*UDGES#LUBIN!LEXANDRIA�

�� .OHAAL:INI�AL-ASRYAL9OUM�.OVEMBER��������
�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�$ECEMBER�������
�� &ORAHARSHCRITICISMOFTHE'ENERAL0ROSECUTOR�SEEAL$USTUR�$ECEMBER��������
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!SECONDONETOOKPLACEIN#AIROON-ARCH��������SHORTLYBEFORETHE
CONVENINGOFTHEEXTRAORDINARYGENERALASSEMBLYOFTHECLUB���*UDGESWERE
SEENDEMONSTRATINGSILENTLYFORHALFANHOURINTHESTREET� INFRONTOFTHEIR
CLUB�WEARINGTHEIRREDANDGREENSASHES�4HISIMPRESSIVEIMAGEWASSPREAD
ALLOVERTHEWORLD�!THIRDSITINTOOKPLACEON-AY��������INFRONTOFTHE
(IGH#OURT IN#AIRO� THESADANNIVERSARYOF THE����REFERENDUMONTHE
CONSTITUTIONALAMENDMENTDURINGWHICHMANYFEMALEDEMONSTRATORSWERE
PHYSICALLYASSAULTEDANDSEXUALLYHARASSED�

!MONGOTHER FORMSOFMOBILIZATIONUSEDBY REFORMIST JUDGES� ONE CAN
MENTION THE CALLING FOR EXTRAORDINARYGENERAL ASSEMBLIESOF THEIR CLUB� THE
PREPARATIONOFDRAFT LAWS���THEFORMATIONOFSPECIAL INTERNALCOMMITTEESIN
THECLUBINCHARGEOFTACKLINGPARTICULARISSUES���THEORGANIZATIONOFOPINION
POLLINGAMONGITSMEMBERS���THETHREATTOEXCLUDEMEMBERSACCUSEDOFVIO
LATINGPROFESSIONALETHICSFROMTHECLUB���THEORGANIZATIONOFSEMINARS�VISITS
TO REGIONAL CLUBS TO MOTIVATE THEIR MEMBERS TO PARTICIPATE IN THE GENERAL
ASSEMBLYOFTHE#AIRO#LUB�OREVENTHEPERFORMANCEOFAMINUTEOFSILENCE
INTHE#LUBOFTHE3TATE#OUNCILTOPROTESTAGAINSTTHEATTITUDEOFTHE-INISTER
OF*USTICE���3OMEJUDGESEVENTHREATENEDTOSUSPENDTHECOURTHEARINGSORTO
OBSTRUCTTHECOURTFUNCTIONSFORAFEWHOURSORFORAWHOLEDAY���

)FREFORMISTJUDGESWERESTRONGLYMOBILIZEDINFAVOROFGENUINEANDTRANS
PARENT ELECTIONS� THE IMPACT OF THEIR STRUGGLE ON THE RULES ORGANIZING THE
ELECTORALGAMEANDON JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE REMAINS�HOWEVER�VERY FRAIL�

�� 4HE0ROSECUTOR'ENERAL REQUESTEDALLMEMBERSOF THE0UBLIC0ROSECUTION TOGO TO THEIR
WORKPREMISESONTHEDAYOFTHEGENERALASSEMBLYOFTHE*UDGES#LUBTOACCOMPLISHOVERDUE
WORK�THOUGHITWASABANKINGDAY�AL-ASRYAL9OUM�-ARCH�������	�(UNDREDSOFTHEM
SENTTELEGRAMSTOEXPRESSSOLIDARITYWITHTHEJUDGES�

�� &OREXAMPLE�DRAFTAMENDMENTSTO,AW.O��������ONTHE*UDICIAL!UTHORITYANDTO����
,AWOFTHE%XERCISEOF0OLITICAL2IGHTS�

�� 3UCHASTHECOMMITTEEINCHARGEOFWRITINGREPORTSAFTERTHEELECTORALVOTESORTHEONEIN
CHARGEOFPREPARINGDRAFTCONSTITUTIONALAMENDMENTS�

�� !TTHETIMEOFTHE'ENERAL!SSEMBLYON$ECEMBER��������THECLUBCONSULTEDITSMEMBERS
REGARDINGTHREEISSUES�3HOULDTHERETIREMENTAGEBEEXTENDED��������NO�����YES	�SHOULD
JUDGESCONTINUESUPERVISINGFUTUREELECTIONSINTHEPRESENTCONDITIONS��������NO�����YES	�
DOYOUSUPPORTTHEDRAFTAMENDMENTSTOTHE,AWONTHE*UDICIAL!UTHORITYPREPAREDBYTHE
*UDGES#LUB��������YES�����NO	�

�� !MONGTHOSEMEMBERSWASTHE0ROSECUTOR'ENERAL�
�� 4HATWASRESORTEDTOBYTHEBOARDOFTHE3TATE#OUNCIL#LUBTOPROTESTAGAINSTTHE-INISTER�S

REFUSAL TO EXECUTE THE3TATE#OUNCIL DECISION�WHICH REQUIREDHIM TO COVER THEMEDICAL
TREATMENTOFTHEJUDGEABROAD�3EEAL7AFD�-ARCH�������

�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�$ECEMBER��������
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"ESIDES� THEY PAID A HIGH PRIZE FOR THE FEW CONCESSIONS THEY GAINED�4HE
STATEANDDECISIONMAKINGBODIESADOPTEDCOUNTERMEASURESTODISCREDITTHE
MOVEMENTORBRINGABOUTITSFAILURE�

!(IGH0RICETO0AY
2EFORMISTJUDGESHAVEPAIDAHIGHPRICEINTHEIRSTRUGGLEWITHTHEREGIME�
.OTONLYDIDTHEGOVERNMENTREFUSETORESPONDTOTHEIRTWOMAINDEMANDS�
BUTTHEYEVENLOSTTHERIGHTTOSUPERVISEVOTING�-OREOVER�THEYANDTHEIR
CLUBWERESUBJECTTOSEVERALMEASURESOFRETALIATION�4HE*UDGES#LUBOFTHE
3TATE#OUNCILALSOSTARTEDPAYINGTHEPRICEFORTHECOUNSELORS�REVOLT�

4HEEXCLUSIONOFJUDGESFROMTHESUPERVISIONOFELECTIONS�4OAVOID
THE FRAUD AND IRREGULARITIES THEY HAD WITNESSED IN ����� JUDGES ASKED FOR
MOREGUARANTEESCONCERNINGTHEELECTORALPROCESS�INPARTICULARTHROUGHFULL
JUDICIALSUPERVISIONOVEREVERYSTAGEOFTHEELECTIONS�FROMTHEPREPARATION
OFTHELISTSOFVOTERSTOTHEANNOUNCEMENTOFRESULTS�4HEYALSOCITEDOTHER
GUARANTEESTHEYSAWASPREREQUISITESFORFAIRELECTIONS�SUCHASGIVINGACOPY
OFTHERESULTSOFTHEVOTECOUNTINGTOTHEREPRESENTATIVESOFTHECANDIDATES�
HAVINGTHEHEADSOFAUXILIARYSTATIONSANNOUNCETHERESULTSIMMEDIATELYFOL
LOWINGTHEVOTECOUNTINGPROCESS�ASKINGTHEPRESIDENTSOFAUXILIARYSTATIONS
TOCHECKTHEIDENTITYOFNONREGISTEREDVOTERS�WAlDIN	BYASKINGTHEMTO
PRESENTBOTHTHEIRIDENTITYCARDSANDTHEIRVOTERCARDS���ANDFACILITATINGTHE
WORKOFCIVILSOCIETY���(OWEVER�THEIRREQUESTSWERENOTMET�

%VENWORSE�JUDGESWEREDEPRIVEDIN-ARCH����OFTHEIRMAINRESPON
SIBILITY IN THE ELECTORAL PROCESS� THE SUPERVISION OF THE BALLOTING PROCESS�
4HEYHADBEENGIVENTHISPOWERIN�����AFTERADECISIONOFTHE3UPREME
#ONSTITUTIONAL#OURT���5NTILTHEN�ONLYTHEGENERALPOLLINGSTATIONSWHERE
THE VOTECOUNTING TOOK PLACE WERE PRESIDED OVER BY JUDGES� WHEREAS THE
AUXILIARYSTATIONSWHERETHEVOTINGITSELFWASCONDUCTEDWEREPRESIDEDOVER
BYSTATEEMPLOYEES�4HEJUDICIALSUPERVISIONOFBOTHKINDSOFPOLLINGSTATIONS

�� 4HE,AWON0RESIDENTIAL%LECTIONSADOPTEDIN����ANDTHE����,AWONTHE%XERCISEOF
0OLITICAL2IGHTSASAMENDEDALLOWFORNONREGISTEREDVOTERSTOVOTEINANYPOLLINGSTATION�
WITH AN IDENTITY CARD AND THEIR VOTING CARD� )N PRACTICE� ACCORDING TO THE REPORT OF THE
*UDGES#LUBONTHEPRESIDENTIALELECTIONS�MANYVOTERSHADBEENABLETOVOTESEVERALTIMES
INDIFFERENTPOLLINGSTATIONSWITHONLYTHEIR IDENTITYCARD�4HEPOORQUALITYOF THEWATER
RESISTANTINKALLOWEDTHISMULTIPLEVOTING�

�� 4HE*UDGES-AGAZINEAL1UDAH�!UGUST��������
�� 3UPREME#ONSTITUTIONAL#OURT�#ASE.O��������*ULY�����#OLLECTIONOF$ECISIONS�VOLUME

��P����FF�
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DIDNOTPREVENTALLVOTERIGGING�ANDJUDGESTHEMSELVESACKNOWLEDGEDTHAT
THEYHADNOTBEENABLE TOPREVENTALL FRAUDAND IRREGULARITIES FROMTAKING
PLACE�(OWEVER�THE����AND����PARLIAMENTARYELECTIONSWERECONSIDERED
TOBETHEFAIRESTOFTHEPASTDECADES���

4HE LEGAL BASIS FOR JUDICIAL SUPERVISIONOF THE ELECTIONSWAS!RTICLE ��
OFTHE����%GYPTIANCONSTITUTION�/N-ARCH��������THATPROVISIONWAS
AMENDED�4HEELECTIONPROCESSWASLIMITEDTOASINGLEDAY�RATHERTHANTAK
INGPLACEINSEVERALROUNDSONDIFFERENTDAYS�ASHADBEENTHECASEIN����
AND�����TOCOMPENSATEFORTHEINSUFlCIENTNUMBEROFJUDGES�"ESIDES�THE
ELECTORALPROCESSWASPLACEDUNDERTHESUPERVISIONOFAHIGHERCOMMISSION�
WHICHINCLUDEDAMONGITSMEMBERSCURRENTORRETIREDJUDGES�4HEESTABLISH
MENTOFAHIGHERCOMMISSIONTOSUPERVISETHEELECTIONPROCESSISNOTNEW�
SINCE THE ���� ,AW ON THE %XERCISE OF 0OLITICAL 2IGHTS� WHICH REGULATES
PARLIAMENTARYELECTIONS�HADALREADYBEENAMENDEDIN����TOPROVIDEFOR
THECREATIONOFANELECTORALCOMMISSIONINCHARGEOFSUPERVISINGTHEENTIRE
ELECTORALPROCESS�4HENEWAMENDEDCONSTITUTIONAL!RTICLE��ALSOSTATESTHAT
THEGENERALCOMMITTEES�INCHARGEOFTHEVOTECOUNTING�SHALLBECOMPOSED
OFMEMBERSOFJUDICIALBODIES�(OWEVER�THATPROVISIONISSILENTREGARDINGTHE
COMPOSITIONOFTHEAUXILIARYCOMMITTEESINCHARGEOFSUPERVISINGTHEPOLL
INGITSELF�MEANINGTHEYCANBEPRESIDEDOVERBYSTATEEMPLOYEES�ASHADBEEN
THECASEBEFORE�����

3TATEOFlCIALSATTRIBUTED THISAMENDMENT TO THEGROWTHOF THENUMBER
OFVOTERSANDTHENEEDTOESTABLISHMOREANDMOREPOLLINGSTATIONS�!NOTHER
ARGUMENTWASTHEFACTTHATTHEINVOLVEMENTOFJUDGESINTHESUPERVISIONOF
THEELECTIONSCAMEATTHEEXPENSEOFTHEIRMAINRESPONSIBILITY�WHICHISSET
TLINGJUDICIALDISPUTESINCOURTS���!NOTHERJUSTIlCATIONWASTHATITAIMEDTO
PRESERVETHEDIGNITYOFJUDGESSINCE�DURINGTHEELECTIONSOF�����SOMEOF
THEMHADBEENVERBALLYINSULTEDANDINSOMECASESEVENPHYSICALLYABUSED
WHILEATTEMPTINGTOEXERCISETHEIRDUTIESATTHEPOLLINGSTATIONS���)TWASALSO
UNDERLINED THAT JUDICIAL SUPERVISIONOF BOTH GENERAL AND AUXILIARY POLLING
STATIONSHADNOTPREVENTEDVOTERIGGINGFROMTAKINGPLACE���

!HMED-EKKI�AVICEPRESIDENTOFTHE#OURTOF#ASSATION�DENIEDTHAT
THEDIGNITYOF JUDGESHADBEENHARMEDBY THEIR SUPERVISIONOF THE����
ELECTIONS�h1UITETHEOPPOSITE�WEWONTHESUPPORTOFTHEPUBLICDUETOOUR

�� 3EE5.$0�HTTP���WWW�POGAR�ORG�COUNTRIES�ELECTIONS�ASP�CID���
�� 3EEFORINSTANCE-UQBIL3HAKIRINAL$USTUR�*ANUARY��������
�� 2UZAL9USUF�.OVEMBER��������
�� -AJALLAT5KTUBIR�*ANUARY��������3EEALSO2UZAL9USUF�OP�CIT�
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STANDDURINGTHEELECTORALPROCESS�v��*UDGESALSOSUGGESTEDTHATTHENUMBER
OFAUXILIARYPOLLINGSTATIONSCOULDBEREDUCEDANDINSISTEDONTHEFACTTHAT
PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONSONLY TAKEPLACE EVERYlVEYEARS AND THAT JUDICIAL
SUPERVISIONWOULD�THEREFORE�NOTHAVESUCHSERIOUSNEGATIVECONSEQUENCES
ONTHESPEEDOFTHEJUDICIALPROCESS�-OREOVER�WHYNOTORGANIZETHEELEC
TIONSONPUBLICHOLIDAYORDURINGTHESUMMERJUDICIALBREAK���/N-ARCH
��� ����� THE DAY OF THE CONSTITUTIONAL REFERENDUM� THE *UDGES #LUB OF
!LEXANDRIAmEWITSmAGATHALFMASTANDITS0RESIDENTCALLEDONTHE%GYPTIAN
PEOPLETOWEARBLACKONTHATDAYTOMOURNDEMOCRACY���(EHIMSELFWORE
ABLACKTIE�

4HIS CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT HAS DEPRIVED JUDGES OF THE ONE BIG
WEAPONTHEYHADINFACEOFTHEREGIME�WHICHWASTHREATENINGTOBOYCOTT
THE SUPERVISION OF ELECTIONS�4HREATENING TO BOYCOTT THE SUPERVISION OF
THEGENERALCOMMITTEESONLYISNOTEFFECTIVE�SINCETHESTATEWILLHAVELITTLE
TROUBLElNDING���OUTOFTHE������MEMBERSOFJUDICIALBODIESTOSITIN
THEGENERALPOLLINGSTATIONS���(ISHAMAL"ASTAWISIAGREESTHAThTHEAMEND
MENTWILLALLOWTHEGOVERNMENTTOASKTHEHELPOFJUDGESWHOAREREADY
TOLENDLEGITIMACYTORIGGEDELECTIONS�v��3INCETHEAMENDMENTOFARTICLE
�� WILL LIMIT JUDICIAL SUPERVISION OF THE ELECTIONS� JUDGES STARTED CALLING
FOR INTERNATIONAL SUPERVISION OF THE ELECTORAL PROCESS� THOUGH THEY WERE
PREVIOUSLYHOSTILE TO THIS�4HEYWERE THENACCUSEDOFUNDERMINING STATE
SOVEREIGNTY���

&AILURE TO GET FULL JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE� *UDGES ALSO FAILED TO GET REAL
JUDICIAL INDEPENDENCE�4HEIR PROTESTMOVEMENT ENDEDUPBYPUSHING THE
AUTHORITIESTOAMENDTHE*UDICIAL!UTHORITY,AW.O��������IN*UNE�����
BUT THEAMENDMENTSWERE FAR FROMREACHING THEIREXPECTATIONS �"ERNARD
-AUGIRON�����	�4HEYDIDDIMINISHTHEPOWERSOFTHE-INISTEROF*USTICE
REGARDINGCOURTSUPERVISIONORTHERIGHTTOADDRESSWARNINGSANDDISCIPLINING
JUDGES�ANDATTRIBUTEDANINDEPENDENTBUDGETTOTHEJUDICIALAUTHORITY�"UT
THECOMPOSITIONOFTHE3UPREME#OUNCILOFTHE*UDICIARYWASNOTAMENDED
ANDITSSEVENMEMBERSCONTINUETOSITEXOFlCIOBECAUSEOFTHEPOSITIONTHEY

�� !L!HRAM7EEKLY�*ANUARY��n��������
�� #OUNSELOR (USAYN@!BD!LLAH� FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE #OURT OF!PPEAL� 2UZ AL9USUF�

&EBRUARY�������
�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�-ARCH��AND��������
�� !HMED-EKKI�!L!HRAM7EEKLY�*ANUARY��n��������
�� )BID�
�� 3EE2UZAL9USUF�&EBRUARY�������FORACRITICISMONTHISNEWSTANCEOFREFORMISTJUDGES�
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HOLDINTHEJUDICIALHIERARCHY���-OREOVER�SOMEOFTHEMREMAINAPPOINTED
BY A DECISIONOF THE0RESIDENT OF THE2EPUBLIC� LIKE THE0RESIDENT OF THE
#OURTOF#ASSATIONANDTHE0ROSECUTOR'ENERAL�

2EFORMISTJUDGESDEMANDEDTHATTHE0RESIDENTOFTHE#OURTOF#ASSATION
BESELECTEDBYSECRETBALLOTBYTHEGENERALASSEMBLYOFTHATCOURT�4HEYALSO
WANTEDTHATTHEJUDICIALINSPECTIONDEPARTMENTBEPLACEDUNDERTHECONTROL
OF THE3UPREME#OUNCILOF THE *UDICIARY ANDNOT THE-INISTRYOF *USTICE�
4HISDEPARTMENT�INCHARGEOFPROCEEDINGWITHTHETECHNICALEVALUATIONOF
JUDGESANDPRESIDENTSOFCOURTSOFlRSTINSTANCE�ASWELLASMEMBERSOFTHE
PROSECUTION� PREPARES THE ANNUAL JUDICIALhMOVEMENTvPROJECT �ROTATIONOF
JUDGES	�4HEFACTTHATTHISDEPARTMENTISUNDERTHECONTROLOFTHE-INISTRYOF
*USTICELEAVESTHEDOOROPENTOPOSSIBLEABUSES�SINCEAJUDGEWHOWASSOME
WHATRETICENTTOWARDMINISTERIALINSTRUCTIONSWOULDRISKANEGATIVEEVALUA
TIONTHATMIGHTHAVEHARMFULCONSEQUENCESONHISCARRIER�

*UDGESWOULDHAVEEQUALLYWISHEDTOREFORMTHECONDITIONSOFTEMPO
RARY ASSIGNMENT AND SECONDMENT THAT THEYCONSIDER ASUNDERMINING THEIR
INDEPENDENCE�/NE OF THEMEANS TO SANCTION AN INTRACTABLE JUDGEWOULD
BE TO TRANSFER HIM TO NONJUDICIAL FUNCTIONS� )NVERSELY� ONE OF THE MEANS
OFTHANKINGAJUDGEPARTICULARLYCOMPLACENTWITHTHEREGIMEWOULDBETO
NOMINATEHIMTOADMINISTRATIVEFUNCTIONSINAMINISTRY�WHEREHISSALARYWILL
BEFARABOVETHATOFHISCOLLEAGUESWORKINGINCOURTS�2ETURNINGTOJUDICIAL
FUNCTIONS�SUCHAJUDGEWOULDSUPPORT�QUITEOFTEN�THEBESTINTERESTSOFTHE
MINISTRYWHEREHEHADSERVEDFORLONG�3IMILARLY�JUDGESCANBESECONDEDTO
AFOREIGNGOVERNMENTORANINTERNATIONALORGANIZATION���7ORKINGINAFOR
EIGNCOUNTRY�PARTICULARLYTHE'ULFCOUNTRIES�ISVERYLUCRATIVEFOR%GYPTIAN
JUDGESWHOSE STIPENDS ARE LOW�! JUDGE IN THE%MIRATES� FOR INSTANCE�WILL
EARNINONEMONTHWHATHEWOULDGETINONEYEARIN%GYPT�4HESEASSIGN
MENTSWOULD BE DISTRIBUTED TO JUDGES IN RETURN FOR COMPLIANCEWITH THE
INTERESTSOFTHEREGIME���

4HEINDEPENDENCEANDAUTONOMYOFJUDGESALSOASSUMESTHEABSENCEOF
INTERNALPRESSURESINDECISIONMAKING�2ESPECTFORSUCHAPRINCIPLEREQUIRES

�� !CCORDINGTOARTICLE��BOFTHE,AWOF�����ASAMENDEDIN�����THISCOUNCILISCOMPOSED
OF THE0RESIDENTOF THE#OURTOF#ASSATION� THE0RESIDENTOF#AIRO#OURTOF!PPEAL� THE
0ROSECUTOR'ENERAL�THETWOMOSTSENIORVICEPRESIDENTSOFTHE#OURTOF#ASSATIONANDTHE
TWOMOSTSENIORVICEPRESIDENTSOFTHE#OURTSOF!PPEAL�

�� 4HESE ASSIGNMENTS ARE DETERMINED BY THE 0RESIDENT OF THE 2EPUBLIC� WITH THE ADVISORY
OPINIONOFTHEGENERALASSEMBLYOFTHECOURTTOWHICHTHEJUDGEBELONGSOROFTHE0ROSECUTOR
'ENERALANDWITHTHEAGREEMENTOFTHE3UPREME#OUNCILOFTHE*UDICIARY�

�� !L$USTUR�-AY��������
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GUARANTEESOFAUTONOMYVISÌVISTHEHIERARCHY�PARTICULARLYCOURTPRESIDENTS�
"ESIDESADDRESSINGWARNINGSTOJUDGESUNDERTHEIRJURISDICTION�COURTPRESI
DENTS CANPROPOSE THAT THE0ROSECUTOR'ENERAL INITIATEDISCIPLINARY ACTION
AGAINSTTHEM�-OREOVER�WHILE,AW�������ENTRUSTEDTHECOMPOSITIONOF
THEDIFFERENTCIRCUITSANDTHEALLOCATIONOFJUDICIALMATTERSAMONGTHEMTO
THE AENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE COURT� THAT SAME LAW AUTHORIZES THE ASSEMBLY
TODELEGATEALLORPARTOFITSPOWERSTOITSPRESIDENT�)NPRACTICE�ALLGENERAL
ASSEMBLIES OF ALL COURTS� REGARDLESS OF THEIR DEGREES� EXTEND EVERY YEAR AN
ABSOLUTEDELEGATIONOFAUTHORITYTOTHEIRPRESIDENTS�DELEGATINGFUNDAMENTAL
ATTRIBUTIONS�SUCHASTHECOMPOSITIONOFCIRCUITSANDTHEDISTRIBUTIONOFCASES
AMONGTHEM�!CCORDINGTOJUDGES�THISALLOWSTHEASSIGNMENTOFASPECIlC
JUDGETODECIDEONASPECIlCCASE�WHILETHEDISTRIBUTIONOFCASESSHOULDBE
MANDATEDACCORDINGTOGENERALANDABSTRACTRULES�

4HEEXECUTIVEAUTHORITYKEEPSTHEMEANSTOINmUENCETHEAFFAIRSOFTHE
JUDICIARY�EITHERTHROUGHTHE0RESIDENTOFTHE3TATEWHONOMINATESBOTHTHE
0ROSECUTOR'ENERALANDTHE0RESIDENTOFTHE#OURTOF#ASSATION�SIGNSTHE
DECISIONSOFNOMINATIONANDPROMOTIONOFJUDGES�SELECTSJUDGESWHOWILL
BECOMMISSIONEDABROADORASSIGNEDTOTHE-INISTRYOF*USTICE�ORTHROUGH
THE-INISTEROF*USTICEWHOAPPOINTSTHEPRESIDENTSOFCOURTSOFlRSTINSTANCE�
SELECTS THE MEMBERS OF THE *UDICIAL )NSPECTION $EPARTMENT� INTRODUCES
REQUESTSFORRETIREMENTORTRANSFERTONONJUDICIALFUNCTIONS�

!TTEMPTS TO ISOLATE THE#AIRO *UDGES#LUBAND REFORMIST JUDGES�
4HERELATIONSHIPBETWEENTHECURRENT�����	-INISTEROF*USTICE�-AMDUH
-AR@I� AND THE *UDGES #LUB HAS NEVER BEEN FRIENDLY� )T DATES BACK TO THE
TIMEOFTHEPRESIDENTIALELECTIONCOMMISSION�WHENTHE*UDGES#LUBSTRONGLY
CRITICIZEDDECISIONSFRAMINGTHERULESOFTHEELECTORALPROCESSTAKENBYTHAT
BODYANDBYITSPRESIDENT�7HENTHATLATTERWASAPPOINTEDNEW-INISTEROF
*USTICEIN!UGUST�����THISDECISIONWASCONSIDEREDBYJUDGESASAWAYTO
REWARDHIMFORHISSTANCEDURINGTHEPRESIDENTIALELECTIONS���

!FTERHEBECAMEMINISTER�-AMDUH-AR@I TOTALLY REFUSED ANYDIALOGUE
WITHTHE#AIRO#LUB���ANYVISITTOITSPREMISES���ORINVITATIONINTHEMIN
ISTRY���(EDIDNOTRESPONDTOANYOFTHEIRMEMOS�4HE#AIRO#LUB�WHICH

�� 3EEFORINSTANCE(ISHAMAL"ASTAWISIINAL-ASRYAL9OUM�*ANUARY��������
�� 4HOUGHHEHASVISITEDSEVERALREGIONALJUDGESCLUBS�
��(EEVENREFUSEDANINVITATIONFORANIFTARDURING2AMADAN�STATINGTHATHENEVEREATSOUTOF

HISHOME�AL-ASRYAL9OUM�/CTOBER�������	�
�� !L@!RABI�*UNE��������
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HADBEENATTHEFOREFRONTOFTHESTRUGGLEFORELECTORALTRANSPARENCY�ANDITS
REFORMISTJUDGESHAVESTARTEDPAYINGTHEPRICEFORTHEIRACTIVISM�

A	#UTTINGOFFFUNDINGFORTHECLUBS�)N�����THE-INISTEROF*USTICE
SUSPENDEDTHEANNUALlNANCIALSUBSIDYTHEMINISTRYUSEDTOPAYTOTHEJUDGES
CLUBSANDWHICHWASCONSIDEREDTHEIRMAINSOURCEOFFUNDING���

!CCORDINGTOTHElRSTCOUNSELOROFTHEMINISTER�THEFREEZINGOFTHISGRANT
WAS DUE TO THE FACT THAT THERE WAS NO EXPLICIT LINE IN THE BUDGET OF THE
-INISTEROF&INANCEALLOCATED TO JUDGESCLUBS�4HEMINISTERWANTED TODO
WHATWASRIGHTANDNOTWHATUSEDTOBEFOLLOWEDINTHEPAST���

4HEBOARDOFTHE*UDGES#LUBHASPROTESTEDTHISSUSPENSIONOFTHEIRlNAN
CIALGRANT� )NORDER TOBEABLE TOCONTINUE TOPROVIDEBASIC SERVICES TO ITS
MEMBERS AND PAY OVERDUE BILLS� IT DECIDED IN /CTOBER ���� TO RAISE THE
MONTHLYMEMBERSHIPFEEFROMLE�TOLE�����

"ESIDES� IN$ECEMBER�����THE#ENTRAL!UDITING!GENCYWASASKEDTO
AUDIT THE ANNUAL BUDGETS OF ALL CLUBS SINCE �����4HE #AIRO *UDGES #LUB
SUGGESTED THAT THEAUDITBEEXTENDED TO INCLUDEBUDGETS SINCE�����AFTER
-UQBIL3HAKIRBECAMEPRESIDENTOFTHE#LUB���(ISHAMAL"ASTAWISIWON
DEREDWHYSUCHACONTROLWASDECIDEDATTHATPARTICULARTIMEAFTER��YEARS
OFINTERRUPTION�&ORHIM�ITWASAFABRICATEDCONTROLANDALINKINTHECHAIN
OFINTERVENTIONINTHEAFFAIRSOFJUDICIARY���!FTERAFEWWEEKSOFTENSION�ALL
CLUBSlNALLYACCEPTEDTOCOOPERATEWITHTHATAGENCY���

B	$ISCREDITING REFORMIST JUDGES�2EFORMIST JUDGES ARE REGULARLYPRE
SENTEDASBEINGINlLTRATEDBYTHE-USLIM"ROTHERHOOD���4HISMAYBEDUE
TOTHEFACTTHATINMOSTOFTHECONSTITUENCIESWHEREJUDGESREPORTEDFRAUDU
LENTPRACTICES�ACANDIDATEOFTHE-USLIM"ROTHERHOODWASDEFEATEDBYTHE

�� !CCORDINGTO:AKARIYA@!BDAL@!ZIZ�0RESIDENTOF#AIRO*UDGES#LUB�NOlNANCIALSUBSIDY
WASRECEIVEDFROMTHE-INISTRYOF*USTICEAFTER/CTOBER�����AL$USTUR�!PRIL�������	�

�� 2UZAL9USUF�*UNE��������
�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�/CTOBER��������3EEALSO.AHDAT-ISR�.OVEMBER�n�������
�� !L@!RABI�$ECEMBER�������
�� !L7AFD�$ECEMBER��������
�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�$ECEMBER��������3EEALSOAL!HALI�$ECEMBER��������
�� 3EE�FORINSTANCE�ANINTERVIEWWITH#OUNSELOR-AHMUD3ADIQ"URHAN�FORMERHEADOFTHE

*UDGES#LUBIN-ANSOURA�INAL-ASRYAL9OUM�-AY�������-AHMUDAL+HUDEYRIDECIDED
TOCOMPLAINBEFORETHEPUBLICPROSECUTIONAGAINSTSUCHANACCUSATION�3EEAL-ASRYAL9OUM�
-AY��������
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CANDIDATEOFTHE.ATIONAL$EMOCRATIC0ARTY�&ORINSTANCE�AFEWDAYSAFTER
.OHAAL:INI�AMEMBEROFTHEADMINISTRATIVEPROSECUTION�DENOUNCEDINAL
-ASRYAL9OUMTHEVOTERIGGINGSHEHADWITNESSEDINTHECONSTITUENCYWHERE
SHEWASSUPERVISINGTHEELECTIONS���2UZAL9USUFACCUSEDHEROFHAVINGCLOSE
MEMBERS OF HER FAMILY BELONG TO THE-USLIM"ROTHERHOOD� )N &EBRUARY
����� RUMORS SPREADACCORDING TOWHICH-AHMUDAL+HUDEYRI�0RESIDENT
OF THE!LEXANDRIA *UDGES#LUB�WAS A CANDIDATE TO THEPOSITIONOF'UIDE
OF THE -USLIM "ROTHERHOOD� (E DENIED HAVING RELATIONS WITH THEM AND
ACCUSEDTHESECURITYSERVICESOFHAVINGFABRICATEDSUCHRUMORS���!TTHEEND
OF!UGUST�����THEEDITORINCHIEFOFAL'UMHURIYAPUBLISHEDANARTICLEENTI
TLEDh$ETAILSOFTHE0ROJECTOFTHE"ROTHERHOODTO)NlLTRATETHE*UDICIARYAND
/VERTHROWTHE-INISTEROF*USTICE�vINWHICHHEGAVEDETAILSABOUTAPRIVATE
MEETINGBETWEENLEADERSOFTHE*UDGES#LUBANDTHEPRESIDENTOFTHE*UDGES
#LUBOFTHE3TATE#OUNCIL���4HE*UDGES#LUBCALLEDONALAWYERTOSTUDYALL
LEGALMEASURESTHATCOULDBETAKENAGAINSTTHATJOURNALISTFORHAVINGDEFAMED
THEM���)NANINTERVIEWTOAL@!RABIIN*UNE�����AJOURNALISTASKED!HMED
-EKKIWHETHERORNOTHEWASAMEMBEROFTHE"ROTHERHOOD�-EKKIREPLIED
BYASKINGWHYBEINGA-USLIMSHOULDMAKEHIMBELONGTOTHEM�

%GYPTIAN JUDGES� LIKE JUDGES INGENERAL�ARECONSERVATIVE�/NTHEOPEN
INGOFTHEGENERALASSEMBLYOFTHECLUBIN.OVEMBER�����JUDGESPRAYED
TOGETHERINPUBLIC���$OESTHISMEANTHEYBELONGTOTHE-USLIM"ROTHERHOOD
ANDFOLLOWTHEIRIDEOLOGYANDPROGRAMS�3OMEOFTHEREFORMISTJUDGES�LIKE
-AHMUDAL+HUDEYRIOR!HMED-EKKI�AVICEPRESIDENTOFTHE#OURTOF
#ASSATION�FORINSTANCE�OFTENREFERINTHEIRINTERVIEWSORARTICLESTO1UR�ANIC
VERSESORHADITHS�!HMED-EKKIACKNOWLEDGEDHISCONVICTIONTHATANYSOLU
TION �HAL	 THATWOULDNOT RESPECT THEMAINPRINCIPLESOF )SLAMWOULDEND
INFAILURE�(OWEVER�HEADDEDTHAT-USLIMSWOULDREMAINUNDERDEVELOPED

�� 3EEAL-ASRYAL9OUM�-AY��������
�� !L&AJR�&EBRUARY��������
�� !L'UMHURIYA�!UGUST��������4HE*UDGES#LUBOFTHE3TATE#OUNCIL�THATHADREMAINED

FORLONGAWAYFROMTHECONmICT�ENTEREDINACONFRONTATIONWITHTHE-INISTEROF*USTICEIN
�����FEELINGOUTRAGEDBYSOMEOFHISSTATEMENTSANDACCUSINGHIMOFNOTENFORCINGCOURT
DECISIONS�

�� !L"ADIL�3EPTEMBER��������!HMED-EKKIDEEMS SUCHACOMPLAINTUSELESSBECAUSEOF
THEPARLIAMENTARY IMMUNITY ENJOYEDBY THAT EDITOR IN CHIEF�WHOWAS APPOINTEDBY THE
0RESIDENTOFTHE2EPUBLICINTHE#ONSULTATIVE#OUNCILIN*UNE�����AL"ADIL�3EPTEMBER
��� ����	� &OR-EKKI� THIS ARTICLEWASWRITTEN IN RETURN FOR THIS APPOINTMENT �AL$USTUR�
3EPTEMBER�������	�

�� 3EETHEPICTUREONTHEFRONTPAGEOFAL7AFD�.OVEMBER��������
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IFTHEYDIDNOTADOPTTHEFOUNDATIONSOFTHEMODERNSTATE�DESCRIBING4ONY
"LAIR�S'REAT"RITAINASTHECLOSESTREGIMETOTHATESTABLISHEDBYTHE0ROPHET
-UHAMMAD���

*UDGES ARE CONSERVATIVE AND SOME OF THEM ARE CERTAINLY INmUENCED BY
THE )SLAMIST IDEOLOGY�BUT ISNOT%GYPTIAN SOCIETY AS AWHOLE CONSERVATIVE
AND INmUENCEDBY THIS IDEOLOGY�7HYSHOULD JUDGESNOT REmECT THEMAIN
TRENDSOFTHEIRSOCIETY�*UDGESGOTTHESUPPORTOF-USLIM"ROTHERHOODIN
THEIR STRUGGLE AGAINST THE EXECUTIVE POWER� BUT THEY WERE ALSO SUPPORTED
BY.'/S� TRADE UNIONS� AND OPPOSITION PARTIES�"ESIDES� IF THEREWAS ANY
PROOFTHATSOMEOFTHELEADERSOFTHEREFORMISTJUDGESBELONGTOTHE-USLIM
"ROTHERHOOD�WOULDNOTTHESECURITYFORCESSHOWITINPUBLIC�*UDGESACCUSE
THEGOVERNMENTOF SPREADING FALSE RUMORS TO TARNISH THEIR REPUTATION AND
DIVERTTHEMFROMTHEIRMAINCONCERNS���

/THER REFORMIST JUDGES� ANDEVEN SOMETIMES THE SAMEONES ACCUSEDOF
)SLAMIST TENDENCIES� ALSO REFER TO NATIONALIST VALUES� MAINTAINING THAT THEIR
ACTIONONLYAIMSATTHERESPECTOFTHELEGITIMATEWILLOFTHE%GYPTIANPEO
PLE AND ITS RIGHT TO ENJOY TRANSPARENT ELECTIONS AND HAVE AN INDEPENDENT
JUDICIAL SYSTEM�(ISHAM AL"ASTAWISI� ANOTHER VICEPRESIDENT OF THE#OURT
OF #ASSATION� IN PARTICULAR� CONSTANTLY CALLS UPON THE PEOPLE AND REFERS TO
THEPOPULARSUPPORTJUDGESRECEIVEDDURINGTHEIRPROTESTACTIONS�2EFORMIST
JUDGESALSOBASEDTHEIRSTRUGGLEFORREALJUDICIALINDEPENDENCEONTHEMOD
ERNPRINCIPLEOFSEPARATIONOFPOWERS�3OMEOFTENALSOINVOKEHUMANRIGHTS
ANDTHERIGHTTOAFAIRTRIALORFREEDOMOFASSOCIATION�!LTHOUGHUNITEDINTHE
DEFENSEOF THE SAME FUNDAMENTALVALUES� JUDGES STILL CONSTITUTE AGROUPOF
INDIVIDUALSDRIVENBYPERSONALMOTIVATIONS�RELIGIOUSOROTHER�

4HEOVERDUEAPPOINTMENTOFWOMEN JUDGES THATlNALLY TOOKPLACE IN
����AFTERYEARSOF STRUGGLEOF FEMINISTGROUPSAND INTERNATIONALPRESSURE
WAS CRITICIZED BY JUDGES� IN PARTICULAR BECAUSE THEY WERE NOT CONSULTED
BEFOREHAND���4HEPRESIDENTOFTHE*UDGES#LUBADDEDTHATHEWASAGAINST
THISDECISIONATTHISPARTICULARTIMESINCEITWASNOTTHEMOSTPRESSINGISSUE
IN COMPARISONWITH THE CLAIMSOF JUDGES���!CCORDING TO!HMED-EKKI�
hTHE TIMINGOF THE RAISINGOF THIS ISSUE IS ANATTEMPT TODIVERT THEATTEN
TIONOFJUDGESAWAYFROMTHEIRBATTLEFORREFORMANDFORCOMPLETEJUDICIAL
SUPERVISIONOFELECTIONS�!PPOINTINGWOMENASJUDGESWILLNOTOFFERSOLU
TIONSTOTHEPROBLEMSFACINGTHEJUDICIARYBUTITWILLHELPTHESTATEREDIRECT

�� !L!RABI�*UNE��������
�� !L$USTUR�3EPTEMBER��������
�� !L@!RABI�$ECEMBER�������3EEALSOAL-ASRYAL9OUM�$ECEMBER�������
�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�.OVEMBER��������
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ITSOWNCONFRONTATIONWITHJUDGESINTOASUPERlCIALCONmICTBETWEENMALE
ANDFEMALEJUDGES�v��

:AKARIYA@!BDAL@!ZIZADDEDTHATTHE%GYPTIANSOCIETYWASNOTREADYYET
FORTHEAPPOINTMENTOFFEMALEJUDGES���4HISSTANDSHOWEDTHECONSERVATISM
OFTHOSEOTHERWISEREFORMISTJUDGESANDFUELEDCRITICISMAGAINSTTHEMFROM
CIVIL SOCIETYORGANIZATIONS THATHAD SO FAR STOODBESIDE THEM���!CCORDING
TOSOMEOBSERVERS�THEGOVERNMENTUSEDTHENOMINATIONOFFEMALEJUDGES
TOCREATEINTERNALDIVISIONSWITHINTHE*UDGES#LUBANDDEPRIVEITOF.'/S
SUPPORT��� )N -ARCH ����� THE PRESIDENT OF THE *UDGES #LUB OF THE 3TATE
#OUNCILALSOOPPOSEDTHENOMINATIONOFFEMALEJUDGES�FORMAINLYRELIGIOUS
ANDSOCIALREASONS���(ETOOWASCRITICIZEDBYHUMANRIGHTSDEFENDERS���

!S.AGUI$ARBALA� A VICEPRESIDENTOF THE#OURTOF#ASSATIONPOINTED
OUT�JUDGESWEREACCUSEDOFHAVING:IONISTTENDENCIESWHENTHEYPLANNED
TORECEIVEADELEGATIONOF(UMAN2IGHTS7ATCH�4HEN�THEYWEREACCUSED
OFTHEIRAFlLIATIONWITHTHE-USLIM"ROTHERHOODWHENTHELATTERSUPPORTED
THEDRAFTAMENDMENTOF THE,AWONTHE*UDICIARYPREPAREDBYTHE*UDGES
#LUB�,ATER�THEYWEREACCUSEDOFBEINGPRO!MERICANWHENADELEGATION
OFTHE#ONGRESSASKEDTOMEETWITHTHEM�!FTERTHIS�THEYWEREACCUSEDOF
HAVINGMADEADEALWITH THEGOVERNMENTWHEN THE LAWON THE JUDICIARY
WASAMENDED�ANDlNALLY�THEYWEREACCUSEDOFBEINGEXTREMISTWHENTHEY
PUBLISHEDAPRESSRELEASECONDEMNINGTHEATTACKON)RAQ���

C	!LTERNATIVESERVICES�4HE-INISTEROF*USTICEBEGANTOESTABLISHPARAL
LELORGANIZATIONSTOTHEJUDGESCLUBSTHATOFFERSIMILARSERVICESTOJUDGES�IN
WHAT SOMECONSIDERED AS AN ATTEMPT TOUNDERMINE THE ROLEOF THE CLUBS�
3INCE/CTOBER�����OFlCESHAVEBEENESTABLISHED INEACH#OURTOF&IRST
)NSTANCETOPROVIDEHEALTHANDSOCIALSERVICESTOTHEIRMEMBERS���!CCORDING
TO-UQBIL3HAKIR�0RESIDENTOFTHE#OURTOF#ASSATIONAND0RESIDENTOFTHE
3UPREME#OUNCILOFTHE*UDICIARY�THEMINISTERONLYWANTEDTOPROVIDENEW

�� !L!HRAM7EEKLY�-ARCH�n��������
�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�.OVEMBER��������
�� .AHDAT-ISR�.OVEMBER��������3EEALSOAL-ASRYAL9OUM�$ECEMBER�������ANDAL&AJR�

.OVEMBER�������
�� !L&AJR�$ECEMBER��������
�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�-ARCH�������
�� 2UZAL9USUF�-ARCH�������
�� 2UZAL9USUF�*ULY��������
�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�/CTOBER��������
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SERVICES TO THE MEMBERS OF THE JUDICIARY WITHOUT WITHDRAWING ANYTHING
FROMTHECLUBS�"OTHOFFERSERVICESANDTHEREWASNOPROBLEMINHAVINGSEV
ERALPROVIDERSOFSERVICES���-AHMUD-EKKI�AVICEPRESIDENTOFTHE#OURT
OF#ASSATION�CONSIDEREDTHISDECISIONAWASTEOFPUBLICMONEYSINCESUCH
SERVICESWEREALREADYPROVIDEDBYCLUBS�&ORHIM�THEREALAIMWASTOWEAN
JUDGESAWAYFROMTHEIRCLUBS���)N*UNE�����DURINGTHEIRGENERALASSEMBLY�
COUNSELORSOFTHE#OURTOF#ASSATIONWEREINFORMEDTHATANASSOCIATIONWAS
GOINGTOBEESTABLISHEDTOOFFERSERVICESTOTHEMEMBERSOFTHECOURT�&OR
!HMED-EKKI�THISISANEWATTEMPTTOCREATEBODIESTOCHALLENGETHE*UDGES
#LUB���3IMILARLY�FOR(ISHAM'ENINA�3ECRETARY'ENERALOFTHE*UDGES#LUB�
THEHIDDENAIMWAS TODEPRIVE THECLUBOF ANY ROLE IN THE SERVICEOF THE
MEMBERSOFTHE#OURTOF#ASSATION�DESPITETHEFACTTHATTHECLUBCOULDNOT
BECLOSERTOTHE#OURTOF#ASSATION�ANDCOUNSELORSOFTHATCOURTWERETHE
lRSTONESTOBENElTFROMITSSERVICES���

)N &EBRUARY ����� THE MINISTRY STARTED CIRCULATING PROFESSIONAL CARDS FOR
JUDGES�THOUGHTHISSERVICEUSEDTOBEPROVIDEDBYTHECLUB�4HElRSTCOUNSELOR
OFTHE-INISTERJUSTIlEDTHISMEASUREBYTHEFACTTHATTHECARDSOFFEREDBYTHE
CLUBWEREOLDANDPRINTEDONCHEAPPAPER�4HE-INISTEROF*USTICEDECIDEDTO
IMPROVETHEIRPRESENTATION���4HENUMBEROFPILGRIMAGEVISASRECEIVEDBYTHE
*UDGES#LUBHASALSODECREASED�ANDTHEYARENOWALLOCATEDBYTHE3UPREME
#OUNCILFORTHE*UDICIARYANDNOTBYTHE-INISTRYOF*USTICEANYMORE���

)N*UNE����� THE-INISTRYOF *USTICEDECIDEDTOCANCEL THEASSIGNMENT
OF��COURTEMPLOYEESTOTHE#AIRO#LUB���:AKARIYA@!BDAL@!ZIIZREACTED
BYSAYINGTHATTHISWASANATTEMPTTOHINDERANDIMPEDETHEIRACTIVITIES�BUT
ADDEDTHATTHISDECISIONCOULDHAVEPOSITIVEEFFECTSBYPROVIDINGAKINDOF
ADMINISTRATIVEINDEPENDENCE�JUSTASTHEREFUSALTOSUBSIDIZETHECLUBHASLED
TOAKINDOFlNANCIALINDEPENDENCE���

D	4HREATSOVERTHEFUTUREOFTHECLUB�*UDGESFEARTHATANOTHERRETALI
ATIONMEASUREMAYCONSISTOFSEIZINGCONTROLOVERTHECLUB�THELEGALSTATUS

�� 3AWTAL5MMAH�&EBRUARY��������
�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�/CTOBER��������
�� !L$USTUR�*UNE��������
�� )BID�4HE*UDGES#LUBISONLY��METERSFROMTHE#OURTOF#ASSATION�
�� 2UZAL9USUF�*UNE��������
�� !L7AFD�/CTOBER��������3EEALSOAL-ASRYAL9OUM�.OVEMBER��������
�� !L$USTUR�*UNE��������
�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�*UNE�������
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OFWHICHISVERYCONTROVERSIAL�4HECLUBREFUSESTOAPPLYFORREGISTRATIONAS
ANASSOCIATIONSOTHATITDOESNOTFALLUNDERTHESUPERVISIONOFTHE-INISTRY
OF3OCIAL!FFAIRS�*UDGESCONSIDERTHATSINCEITISAGATHERINGOFMEMBERSOF
THEJUDICIARY�THEIRCLUBSHOULDBEORGANIZEDBYTHE*UDICIAL!UTHORITY,AW�
(OWEVER�,AW.O���������THATAMENDED,AW�������ONTHE*UDICIAL
!UTHORITYREMAINEDSILENTREGARDINGTHESTATUSOFTHECLUB�4HEREGIMEJUS
TIlEDTHISEXCLUSIONBYTHEFACTTHATTHE����,AWORGANIZESTHEJUDICIARY�
WHILETHESTATUTESOFTHE*UDGES#LUBARESIMILARTOTHATOFPROFESSIONALSYN
DICATESAND.'/S�

)N*ANUARY�����THE-INISTEROF3OCIAL!FFAIRSPUBLICLYDECLAREDTHATTHE
CLUBSHOULDREGISTERASANASSOCIATIONINCONFORMITYWITHTHE����,AWON
!SSOCIATIONS�SAYINGHEWASREADYTOCARRYONTHISPROCEDUREUPONAREQUEST
BYTHECLUB���4HISDECLARATIONWASPERCEIVEDBYTHEJUDGESASASTEPTOWARD
THEDISSOLUTIONOFTHECLUB�(OWEVER�THEFOLLOWINGDAY�THEMINISTERDENIED
ANYINTENTIONTODISSOLVETHECLUB���3TILL�THEFEAROFDISSOLUTIONOFTHEBOARD
AND ITS REPLACEMENT BY NOMINATED MEMBERS� AS HAD HAPPENED IN �����
WEIGHED ON THE MEMBERS OF THE CLUB DESPITE THE AFlRMATION OF (ISHAM
AL"ASTAWISITHATITWOULDBEIMPOSSIBLETODISSOLVETHECLUBBECAUSEITWAS
UNDERTHEPROTECTIONOFTHE%GYPTIANPEOPLE���4HEREWASALSOCONCERNTHATIT
COULDBEPLACEDUNDERTHECONTROLOFTHE3UPREME#OUNCILOFTHE*UDICIARY
OR�EVENWORSEFORREFORMISTJUDGES�OFTHE-INISTRYOF*USTICE���

E	2EGIONALCLUBSANDTHE#AIRO*UDGES#LUB�4HEEXECUTIVEPOWER
HASALSOADOPTEDASTRATEGYOFDIVIDEANDRULEBYUSINGREGIONALCLUBSAGAINST
THE#AIROONE���"ESIDESTHE#AIRO#LUB�THEREEXISTMORETHAN��REGIONAL
CLUBS�THEMOSTIMPORTANTBEINGTHE!LEXANDRIAONE�ESTABLISHEDIN����TO
PROVIDE SERVICES TO THE LARGENUMBEROF JUDGESWORKING IN THATCITY�4HE
OTHERCLUBSWERECREATEDIN����BYTHE-INISTEROF*USTICEDURING3ADAT�S
REGIME TO TRY TO UNDERMINE THE INmUENCE OF THE#AIRO ONE�WHICH HAD
STRONGLYCRITICIZEDTHEADOPTIONOFTHE,AWON3HAME���ASAVIOLATIONOF
FUNDAMENTALFREEDOMS����

�� .AHDAT-ISR�*ANUARY��������
�� .AHDAT-ISR�&EBRUARY�������
�� !L&AJR�&EBRUARY�������
�� !L-ASRYAL9OUM�.OVEMBER�������3EEALSOAL$USTUR�!PRIL��������
�� !L$USTUR�-AY��������
���,AW��OF����ON0ROTECTING6ALUESFROM3HAMECRIMINALIZEDAWIDERANGEOFSOCIALAND

POLITICALOFFENCESANDESTABLISHED#OURTSOF6ALUES�
���!HMED-EKKIIN2UZAL9USUF�*ANUARY�������
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4HIS STRATEGY HAD ALREADY BEEN RESORTED TO BY THE FORMER -INISTER OF
*USTICEIN�����WHOVISITEDMOSTREGIONALCLUBSTOGETTHEIRSUPPORTAGAINST
THETHREATOFBOYCOTTOFTHEMONITORINGOFTHEELECTIONS�3OMEREGIONALCLUBS
HADTHENSENTALETTERTOTHEMINISTRYSAYINGTHEIRMEMBERSWEREREADYTO
SUPERVISETHEELECTIONS�)N�����THE0RESIDENTOFTHE!SYUT*UDGES#LUB�IN
PARTICULAR�MADESEVERALSTATEMENTSCLAIMINGTHAT!SYUTJUDGESDIDNOTSUP
PORTTHEPOSITIONSTAKENBY#AIRO*UDGES#LUB�7HENMEMBERSOFTHECLUB
THREATENEDTOWITHDRAWCONlDENCEFROMTHEPRESIDENT�HEADMITTEDTHATALL
HISPREVIOUSSTATEMENTSREPRESENTEDHISPERSONALVIEWSANDNOTTHEOFlCIAL
POSITIONOFTHECLUB����

F	%XTENDINGTHERETIREMENTAGEFORJUDGES�)N!PRIL�����THE,AWON
THE*UDICIARYWASAMENDEDAGAINTORAISETHEAGEOFMANDATORYRETIREMENT
OFJUDGESFROM��TO��YEARS�AMEASURETHE*UDGES#LUBHADOPPOSEDSEV
ERALTIMESBEFORE�)N$ECEMBER�����APOLLHADBEENADMINISTEREDDURING
THEGENERAL ASSEMBLYOF THE CLUB REGARDING THIS ISSUE� ACCORDING TOWHICH
����JUDGESVOTEDAGAINSTITAND���WEREINFAVOROFIT����2EFORMISTJUDGES
ACCUSETHEGOVERNMENTOFTAILORINGTHISAMENDMENTINORDERTOREWARDSOME
PROGOVERNMENT JUDGESWHOWERE CLOSE THE RETIREMENT AGE ANDMAINTAIN
THEM IN THEIR POWERFUL POSITIONS� INCLUDING THE PRESIDENTS OF THE #OURT
OF #ASSATION� OF #AIRO #OURT OF!PPEAL� OF THE 3TATE #OUNCIL AND OF THE
3UPREME#ONSTITUTIONAL#OURT����!T THE SAME TIME� THEAMENDMENTPRE
VENTSYOUNGREFORMISTJUDGESFROMOCCUPYINGHIGHRANKINGPOSTSWITHINTHE
JUDICIARY����)TWASJUSTIlEDBYTHEGOVERNMENTONETHEBASISOFTHENEEDTO
BENElTFROMTHEEXPERIENCEOFVETERANJUDGES���ANDSPEEDUPTHEmOWOF
COURTCASES�*UDGESREPLIEDTHATTHEOLDERONEGETS�THELESSACTIVEHISMENTAL
CAPACITIES����"ESIDES�MOSTSENIORJUDGESEXERCISEADMINISTRATIVEANDLEADER
SHIPRESPONSIBILITIESANDDONOTSITONTHEBENCHANYMORE����

4HEBOARDOFTHE*UDGES#LUBDECIDEDTOHOLDANEXTRAORDINARYGENERAL
ASSEMBLYON!PRIL��������FOLLOWEDBYASITINORAPROTESTMARCHTO!BDIN

���!L-ASRYAL9OUM�-AY�������ANDAL$USTUR�-AY��AND��������
���!L-ASRYAL9OUM�$ECEMBER��������
���!L-ASRYAL9OUM�&EBRUARY�������&IVEMEMBERSOUTOFSEVENOFTHE3UPREME#OUNCILOF

THE*UDICIARYWOULDHAVEREACHEDTHERETIREMENTAGEIN�����AL$USTUR�!PRIL�������	�
���.AHDAT-ISR�!PRIL�������
���2UZAL9USUF�!PRIL��������
���.AHDAT-ISR�!PRIL��������
���!L"ADIL�3EPTEMBER��������
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PRESIDENTIALPALACE����4HISSUGGESTIONWASDROPPEDANDJUDGESONLYOBSERVED
AMINUTEOF SILENCEDUETO THESMALLNUMBEROF JUDGESWHOATTENDEDTHE
ASSEMBLY�!CCORDINGTOOFlCIALSINTHECLUB�THELOWATTENDANCEWASDUETO
THEFACTTHATTHEASSEMBLYTOOKPLACEONAWORKINGDAY����!NOTHEREXPLANA
TIONWASTHESTATEOFDESPAIRANDFRUSTRATIONAMONGJUDGES�h*UDGESHEARDTHAT
WHATEVERTHEYDID�THESTATEWOULDNOTBACKOFFANDWITHDRAWTHEBILL�v���

#ONCLUSION
4HE -INISTER OF *USTICE HAS BEEN AT THE FOREFRONT OF THE STRUGGLE OF THE
EXECUTIVEPOWERAGAINST THE*UDGES#LUB�BUT THEhNEGATIVENEUTRALITYvOF
THE0RESIDENT OF THE2EPUBLICMAY ALSO HAVE GIVEN AhGREEN LIGHTv��� TO
THEMINISTERSOF JUSTICEAND INTERIOR TODOWHATEVER THEY LIKED�4HECLUB
MEMBERSPROBABLYALSOHAVEASHAREINTHERESPONSIBILITYFORTHEFAILUREOF
THEIRMOVEMENT�4HEIRWILLINGNESS TOSUPERVISE THE����PRESIDENTIALAND
PARLIAMENTARYELECTIONSTHOUGHTHEGOVERNMENTHADREFUSEDTOACCEDETO
MOSTOFTHEIRDEMANDSMAYHAVEPLAYEDAMAJORROLE�4HEIRPOSITIONTOWARD
INTERNATIONALSUPPORTWASALSONOTCLEAR�&ORINSTANCE�THEYlRSTACCEPTEDTO
MEETREPRESENTATIVESOF(UMAN2IGHTS7ATCHANXIOUSTODISCUSSTHECLUB�S
CONCERNOVERJUDICIALINDEPENDENCE�BUTHADTORETREATDUETOPOLITICALPRES
SURE����3IMILARLY�THEYREFUSEDTOTALKINTERNALPOLITICSWITHASYMPATHIZING
DELEGATION OF THE %UROPEAN 5NION IN .OVEMBER ����� AND TURNED THE
MEETING INTOAHARSHCRITICISMOF THEPOSITIONSADOPTEDBYTHE%UROPEAN
5NIONINTHEREGION����4HEYWEREALSOCRITICIZEDFORADOPTINGSTATEMENTSON
INTERNATIONALPOLITICALISSUES�SUCHASTHEWARIN,EBANONIN!UGUST����FOR
WHICHTHEYCRITICIZEDTHE53ASTHEMAKER�SUPPORTER�ANDMAINBENElCIARY

���*UDGESSAIDTHEYFEAREDTHE0RESIDENTOFTHE2EPUBLICMIGHTHAVEBEENMISINFORMEDBYTHE
-INISTEROF*USTICEOFTHEIRVIEWREGARDINGRAISINGTHERETIREMENTAGEANDWANTEDTOINFORM
HIMDIRECTLYSOTHATHECOULDINTERVENEANDSTOPTHEEXAMINATIONOFTHEDRAFTLAW�AL7AFD�
!PRIL��������3EEALSOAL$USTUR�!PRIL�������	�

���!L!HRAM7EEKLY�-AY�n�������
���!HMED3ABER�3ECRETARY'ENERALOFTHE*UDGES#LUB�IBID�
���+HALILAL@!NANI�h4HE#RISISOFTHE*UDICIAL!UTHORITYIN%GYPT�!0OLITICAL6IEW�vIN#)(23�

2AWAQ!RABI���������P�����IN!RABIC	�
���! JOINT STATEMENTWASPUBLISHEDBY THEHEADSOF THEEIGHT#OURTSOF!PPEALMEETING IN

AN EXTRAORDINARY ASSEMBLY ON-ARCH ��� ����� ACCUSING(UMAN2IGHTS7ATCH OF BEING
AN !MERICAN AND :IONIST ORGANIZATION� AND THAT MEETING THEM WOULD PERMIT FOREIGN
INTERFERENCEININTERNALMATTERS�&ORACRITICISMOFTHISDECISIONOFTHE#LUBBY(ISHAMAL
"ASTAWISI�SEEAL-ASRYAL9OUM�!PRIL�������

���!L-ASRYAL9OUM�.OVEMBER��������
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OFTHEAGGRESSIONAGAINSTTHE!RABNATION�WARNEDAGAINSTTHE.EW-IDDLE
%ASTAPPROACHPROPOSEDBY530RESIDENT�CONSIDEREDPOPULARRESISTANCETHE
ONLYWAYTOPROTECTTHE!RABNATIONANDITSHONOR�EXPRESSEDTHEIRENTIRE
SUPPORTTOTHEHEROIC,EBANESERESISTANCE�ANDASKEDTHE%GYPTIANGOVERN
MENTTOABROGATETHE#AMP$AVIDAGREEMENTS����

!TTHEENDOF-AY�����APANELOFJUDGESWASATTACKEDBYSUPPORTERS
OFAFORMERMEMBEROFPARLIAMENT�AFTERTHEYANNOUNCEDHISSENTENCINGTO
THREE YEARS OF PRISON FOR BRIBERY� 0ROGOVERNMENTAL NEWSPAPERS ACCUSED
THEMEMBERSOF THEBOARDOF THE#LUBOFBEING RESPONSIBLE FOR THIS LOSS
OFPRESTIGEOFTHEJUDICIARY�AFTERTHEYHADTARNISHEDITSIMAGEBYACCUSING
THEIRCOLLEAGUESOFPARTICIPATINGINVOTERIGGING����h(OWCANWEEXPECTTHE
PUBLICTOACCORDRESPECTTOJUDGESWHENDAILYTHEYSEEHOWTHEJUDICIARY
ISHUMILIATEDBYTHESTATE�vREPLIED(ISHAM'ENINA�3ECRETARY'ENERALOF
THE *UDGES#LUB���� UNDERLINING� FOR INSTANCE� THAT JUDGESWHOHAVE BEEN
BRAVEENOUGHTOEXPOSEELECTORALFRAUDWEREREFERREDTODISCIPLINARYHEAR
INGS�ORTHATCOURTDECISIONSARENOTIMPLEMENTEDWHILETHECONSTITUTIONIS
AMENDEDTOENDFULLJUDICIALSUPERVISIONOFELECTIONS�7HATHASHAPPENED�
ADDED'ENINA�ISTHATTHEPUBLICHASCOMETOREALIZETHATTHEJUDICIARYENJOYS
NOINDEPENDENCEFROMTHEEXECUTIVE�)TISTHIS�HESAYS�THATHASCAUSEDTHEM
TO LOSE RESPECT�4HE PHYSICAL ATTACKS SUFFERED BY JUDGES DURING THE ����
ELECTIONSWASALSOREFERREDTOASANEXPLANATION���"OTHPARTIESSEEMTOHAVE
A SHORTMEMORY THOUGHAND FORGET THATEVERYTHINGHAD STARTED IN SPRING
����WITHASIMILARATTACKOFLAWYERSONJUDGESIN!LEXANDRIA�)NBETWEEN�
HOWEVER� THE SUPPORT ENJOYED BY REFORMIST JUDGES SEEMED TO HAVE VAN
ISHED�4HE LASTEXTRAORDINARYGENERALASSEMBLY IN-AY����WASATTENDED
BYLESS THAN���JUDGES�ANDTHECLUBDIDNOTORGANIZETHEPROTESTMARCH
ITHADPLANNEDFORINORDERTODENOUNCETHERAISINGOFRETIREMENTAGE�)N
!PRIL�����REFORMISTJUDGESSEEMEDDIVIDED����ANDSOMEOFTHEMSTARTED
READJUSTINGTHEIRSTATEMENTS����"ESIDES�TWOMEMBERSOFTHE#AIROBOARD

���!L3HARQAL!WSAT�!UGUST�������3EEALSOTWOARTICLESWRITTENBY-AHMUDAL+HUDEYRI�IN
WHICHHECONSIDERED(ASSAN.ASRALLAHAHERO�AL-ASRYAL9OUM�!UGUST��AND�������	�

���2UZAL9USUF�-AY��������
���!L!HRAM7EEKLY�*UNE�n��������
���3EEFORINSTANCEAL-ASRYAL9OUM�*UNE������ANDAL$USTUR�*UNE�������
���&ORINSTANCE�!HMED-EKKISAIDTHE*UDGES#LUBWASGOINGTORELEASEAREPORTONTHE-ARCH

��������REFERENDUM�.AHDAT-ISR�!PRIL��������AND-AY�������	WHILE:AKARIYA@!BD
AL@!ZIZSTATEDTHEREWOULDBENOSUCHREPORTBECAUSEAFTERTHEAMENDMENTOFARTICLE���THE
#LUBHADNOTHINGTODOANYMOREWITHTHEELECTIONS�AL7AFD�-AY�������	�

���!HMED-EKKI�2UZAL9USUF�-AY��������
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WERESAIDTOHAVERESIGNEDIN-AY�����WITHOUTREVEALINGTHEREASONSFOR
SUCHADECISION����

7ITHOUT INTERNATIONAL AND INTERNAL PRESSURE AND THE SUPPORT OF FELLOW
JUDGES� AS HAD HAPPENED IN $ECEMBER ���� DURING THE ELECTIONS FOR THE
BOARDOFTHE#AIRO*UDGES#LUB����THEREGIMEMAYWELLSUCCEEDINMUZZLING
THEONLYPROTESTMOVEMENTTHATHADREPRESENTEDAREALTHREATTOITBECAUSEIT
WASCOMINGFROMINSIDE�4HEREWEREHOPESAMONGTHEJUDGESIN����THAT
hTHEIRACTIONSCOULDHELPOPENSOMEPOLITICALSPACEFOROPPOSITIONGROUPSTO
OCCUPYANDJARONEOFTHEMOSTINERTPOLITICALSYSTEMSINTHEREGIONOUTOF
ITSPROLONGEDSTASISv�"ROWNAND.ASR�����	�)TSEEMSTHATAFTERTWOYEARSOF
AWAKENING�THEPOLITICALSYSTEMISBACKTOTHATSTASIS����
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INTHE!RAB7ORLD�SEE@!BDAL&ATTAH�����	�


