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Judges as Reform Advocates

A Lost Battle?

.ATHALIE฀"ERNARD
-AUGIRON

)T฀MAY฀SEEM฀SURPRISING฀TO฀lND฀A฀PAPER฀ON฀JUDGES฀IN฀A฀SYMPOSIUM฀DEDICATED฀
TO฀POLITICAL฀ AND฀ SOCIAL฀ PROTEST฀MOVEMENTS฀ IN฀%GYPT�฀(OW฀CAN฀ JUDGES�฀ONE฀
OF฀ THE฀ THREE฀BRANCHES฀OF฀ STATE฀AUTHORITY�฀CONSTITUTE฀A฀ SOCIAL฀OR฀EVEN฀WORSE�฀
A฀ POLITICAL฀ PROTEST฀ MOVEMENT�฀ (AD฀ THIS฀ SYMPOSIUM฀ BEEN฀ ORGANIZED฀ ONLY฀
TWO฀YEARS฀AGO�฀JUDGES฀WOULD฀HAVE฀PROBABLY฀NOT฀BEEN฀A฀TOPIC฀FOR฀DISCUSSION�฀
ALTHOUGH฀ THEY฀HAD฀BEEN฀VERY฀ACTIVE฀ THROUGHOUT฀MODERN฀%GYPTIAN฀HISTORY�฀
4HEIR฀CONTRIBUTION฀TO฀DEMOCRATIC฀REFORM�฀HOWEVER�฀HAS฀SO฀FAR฀NOT฀BEEN฀ABLE฀
TO฀REACH฀THE฀PUBLIC฀SPHERE�฀

4HE฀TWO฀MAIN฀CLAIMS฀MADE฀BY฀JUDGES�FULL฀SUPERVISION฀OF฀THE฀ELECTIONS฀
AND฀REAL฀INDEPENDENCE฀OF฀THE฀JUDICIARY�ARE฀NOT฀NEW�฀4HE฀CALL฀ FOR฀JUDICIAL฀
SUPERVISION฀OF฀THE฀ELECTIONS฀WAS฀ALREADY฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀MAIN฀RECOMMENDATIONS฀
OF฀A฀SYMPOSIUM฀ON฀THE฀TRANSPARENCY฀OF฀THE฀ELECTORAL฀PROCESS฀ORGANIZED฀BY฀
THE฀ *UDGES฀ #LUB�฀ IN฀ *UNE฀ ����฀ �2A�UF�฀ ����	�฀ *UDICIAL฀ INDEPENDENCE฀ WAS฀
ONE฀ OF฀ THE฀ MAIN฀ RECOMMENDATIONS฀ OF฀ THE฀ ����฀ #ONFERENCE฀ ON฀ *USTICE฀

�฀ 4HE฀ *UDGES฀ #LUB฀ IS฀ THE฀ KEY฀ ACTOR฀ OF฀ THE฀ STRUGGLE฀ AGAINST฀ THE฀ EXECUTIVE฀ POWER�฀ )T฀ WAS฀
ESTABLISHED฀IN฀����฀TO฀DEFEND฀THE฀COLLECTIVE฀SOCIAL฀INTERESTS฀OF฀JUDGES฀BUT฀HAS฀TURNED฀INTO฀A฀
POLITICAL฀FORUM�฀4HE฀#LUB฀IS฀NOT฀REGISTERED฀AS฀A฀SYNDICATE฀OR฀AS฀AN฀ASSOCIATION฀AND฀HAS฀NO฀LEGAL฀
STATUS�฀WHICH฀PUTS฀IT฀IN฀A฀WEAK฀POSITION฀IN฀CASE฀OF฀CONmICT�฀WITH฀THREATS฀OF฀DISSOLUTION฀AS฀WE฀
WILL฀SEE�฀4HERE฀EXIST฀MORE฀THAN฀TWENTY฀CLUBS฀ALL฀OVER฀%GYPT�฀BUT฀THE฀MAIN฀AND฀MOST฀IMPORTANT฀
ONE฀REMAINS฀THE฀#AIRO฀ONE�฀OF฀WHICH฀ALMOST฀ALL฀MEMBERS฀OF฀THE฀ORDINARY฀JUDICIARY฀AND฀OF฀THE฀
0UBLIC฀0ROSECUTION฀ARE฀MEMBERS฀�MORE฀THAN฀�����฀MEMBERS	�฀
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ORGANIZED฀ BY฀ THE฀ #LUB��฀ -OREOVER�฀ IN฀ �����฀ THE฀ GENERAL฀ ASSEMBLY฀ OF฀ THE฀
*UDGES฀#LUB฀ADOPTED฀A฀DRAFT฀ LAW฀PROPOSING฀AMENDMENTS฀TO฀THE฀����฀,AW฀
ON฀THE฀*UDICIARY�฀IN฀ORDER฀TO฀INCREASE฀JUDICIAL฀INDEPENDENCE�฀%ARLIER�฀IN฀�����฀
JUDGES฀HAD฀ALREADY฀BEEN฀ INVOLVED฀ IN฀A฀ SERIOUS฀CONmICT฀WITH฀ THE฀EXECUTIVE฀
AUTHORITY฀IN฀ORDER฀TO฀KEEP฀THEIR฀RELATIVE฀INDEPENDENCE�฀A฀CONmICT฀THAT฀ENDED฀
WITH฀THE฀DISSOLUTION฀OF฀THE฀"OARD฀OF฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀AND฀THE฀FAMOUS฀hMAS

SACRE฀OF฀THE฀JUDICIARY�v�

3INCE฀ CONFRONTATIONS฀BETWEEN฀ JUDGES฀ AND฀ THE฀ EXECUTIVE฀ AUTHORITY฀ TOOK฀
PLACE฀IN฀THE฀PAST�฀ONE฀MAY฀WONDER฀WHY฀THEIR฀PROTEST฀MOVEMENT฀ONLY฀STARTED฀
BEING฀THE฀FOCUS฀OF฀PUBLIC฀ATTENTION฀IN฀RECENT฀YEARS�฀NOTABLY฀����n�����

4HIS฀ NEW฀ PUBLIC฀ INTEREST฀ IN฀ JUDGES฀ AS฀ REFORM฀ ADVOCATES฀ IS฀ DUE฀ TO฀ THE฀
CONJUNCTION฀ OF฀ SEVERAL฀ FACTORS�฀ /NE฀ OF฀ THEM฀ IS฀ THE฀ EMERGENCE฀ OF฀ INDE

PENDENT฀ NEWSPAPERS฀ AND฀ PRIVATE฀ SATELLITE฀ TELEVISION฀ CHANNELS฀ THAT฀ GAVE฀ A฀
FORUM฀TO฀JUDGES�฀&OR฀THE฀lRST฀TIME฀IN฀THEIR฀HISTORY�฀JUDGES฀WERE฀GIVEN฀THE฀
CHANCE฀TO฀PRESENT฀THEIR฀CLAIMS฀TO฀PUBLIC฀OPINION฀AND฀THE฀PUBLIC฀STARTED฀GET

TING฀FAMILIAR฀WITH฀THEM�฀4HE฀CHANGE฀OF฀MAJORITY฀IN฀THE฀BOARD฀OF฀THE฀CLUB฀
IN฀����฀MAY฀ALSO฀BE฀AN฀IMPORTANT฀FACTOR�฀!FTER฀THE฀����฀hMASSACRE฀OF฀THE฀
JUDICIARY�v฀INDEED�฀THE฀RELATIONS฀BETWEEN฀THE฀3TATE฀AND฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀HAD฀
BECOME฀MUCH฀SMOOTHER�฀PARTICULARLY฀ IN฀ THE฀����S��฀7HEN฀:AKARIYA฀@!BD฀
AL
@!ZIZ฀WAS฀ ELECTED฀ AS฀ NEW฀ CLUB฀PRESIDENT฀ IN฀ ����฀ AND฀HIS฀ LIST฀WON฀ THE฀
MAJORITY฀OF฀SEATS฀ IN฀THE฀BOARD�฀THE฀CLUB฀OPTED฀FOR฀A฀MORE฀CONFRONTATIONAL฀
APPROACH฀TOWARD฀THE฀AUTHORITIES�฀4HE฀JUDGES�฀MOVEMENT�฀LIKE฀ALL฀OTHER฀SOCIAL฀
AND฀POLITICAL฀PROTEST฀MOVEMENTS�฀ALSO฀ TOOK฀ADVANTAGE฀OF฀A฀POLITICAL฀OPEN

ING฀IN฀�����฀IN฀A฀CONTEXT฀OF฀INTERNATIONAL฀AND฀INTERNAL฀PRESSURE฀FOR฀POLITI

CAL฀REFORM�฀4HE฀YEAR฀����฀WAS฀ALSO฀A฀VERY฀SPECIAL฀YEAR�฀SINCE฀IT฀WITNESSED฀A฀
CONSTITUTIONAL฀ REFERENDUM�฀ PRESIDENTIAL฀ ELECTIONS�฀ AND฀ PARLIAMENTARY฀ ELEC

TIONS�฀ *UDGES฀PLAYED฀A฀ FUNDAMENTAL฀ ROLE฀ON฀THESE฀ THREE฀OCCASIONS฀ THROUGH฀
THE฀SUPERVISION฀OF฀THE฀POLLING฀STATIONS�฀

)N฀THEIR฀STRUGGLE�฀JUDGES฀RECEIVED฀THE฀SUPPORT฀OF฀.'/S�฀POLITICAL฀PARTIES�฀
THE฀ -USLIM฀ "ROTHERHOOD�฀ PROFESSIONAL฀ SYNDICATES�฀ INTELLECTUAL฀ CIRCLES�฀ UNI

VERSITY฀PROFESSORS�฀ STUDENTS�฀ AND฀OTHER฀PROTEST฀MOVEMENTS฀ LIKE฀+EFAYA�฀4HE฀
CULMINATION฀OF฀THAT฀SUPPORT฀CAME฀IN฀-AY฀�����฀WHEN฀TWO฀VICE
PRESIDENTS฀OF฀

�฀ 3EE฀"ULLETIN฀DU฀#%$%*�฀NO฀���฀#AIRO�฀�����
�฀ 4HIS฀hMASSACREv฀OCCURRED฀WHEN฀���฀ JUDGES฀WERE฀DISMISSED฀ FROM฀ THEIR฀ POSITIONS฀ AND฀ THE฀

"OARD฀OF฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀DISSOLVED�฀BECAUSE฀THEY฀HAD฀REFUSED฀TO฀JOIN฀THE฀SINGLE฀PARTY฀AT฀THAT฀
TIME�฀THE฀!RAB฀3OCIALIST฀5NION�

�฀ 4HE฀PRESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀CLUB฀AT฀THAT฀TIME฀WAS฀-UQBIL฀3HAKIR�฀WHO฀WAS฀APPOINTED฀IN฀����฀AS฀
PRESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION฀AND฀THEREFORE฀PRESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀3UPREME฀#OUNCIL฀OF฀THE฀
*UDICIARY�
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THE฀#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION฀WERE฀REFERRED฀TO฀THE฀DISCIPLINARY฀COUNCIL฀FOR฀HAVING฀
ACCUSED฀COLLEAGUES฀OF฀PARTICIPATING฀IN฀VOTE฀RIGGING�฀4HEY฀WERE฀PERCEIVED฀BY฀
THE฀PUBLIC฀OPINION฀AS฀VICTIMS฀OF฀MEASURES฀OF฀RETALIATION฀FOR฀HAVING฀DENOUNCED฀
FRAUDULENT฀PRACTICES�฀

7HAT฀ HAD฀ STARTED฀ AS฀ A฀ BANAL฀ CONmICT฀ BETWEEN฀ A฀ JUDGE฀ AND฀ LAWYERS฀ IN฀
!LEXANDRIA�฀ GRADUALLY฀ TURNED฀ INTO฀ AN฀ INSTITUTIONAL฀ CRISIS�฀4HE฀ STRUGGLE฀ OF฀
REFORMIST฀JUDGES฀FOR฀DEMOCRATIC฀REFORM฀TOOK฀DIFFERENT฀FORMS�฀BUT฀ITS฀IMPACT฀
ON฀DEMOCRATIC฀REFORM฀ITSELF฀WAS฀MORE฀THAN฀MITIGATED฀WHILE฀THEY฀HAD฀TO฀PAY฀
A฀HIGH฀PRICE�฀/NE฀CAN฀EVEN฀ARGUE฀THAT฀THEY฀LOST฀THEIR฀BATTLE�

*UDGES฀-OBILIZE฀FOR฀2EFORM฀
2EFORMIST฀ JUDGES฀MOBILIZED฀VARIOUS฀ TYPES฀OF฀ACTIONS฀ TO฀MAKE฀ THEIR฀CLAIMS฀
KNOWN฀AND฀TO฀PREVAIL�฀4HEY฀THREATENED฀TO฀BOYCOTT฀THE฀JUDICIAL฀SUPERVISION฀OF฀
THE฀ELECTIONS�฀GAVE฀INTERVIEWS฀TO฀NEWSPAPERS฀AND฀SATELLITE฀CHANNELS�฀THEIR฀CLUB฀
PUBLISHED฀PRESS฀RELEASES�฀MEMOS�฀AND฀REPORTS�฀THEY฀lLED฀COMPLAINTS฀WITH฀THE฀
PUBLIC฀PROSECUTION�฀AND฀EVEN฀ORGANIZED฀SIT
INS��฀

"OYCOTT฀ THREATS�฀ &OR฀ THE฀ lRST฀ TIME฀ IN฀ THEIR฀ HISTORY�฀ JUDGES฀ RESORTED฀ TO฀
THREATS฀ OF฀ BOYCOTT฀ IF฀ THE฀ GOVERNMENT฀ FAILED฀ TO฀ ACCEDE฀ TO฀ THEIR฀ TWO฀MAIN฀
CLAIMS�฀MONITORING฀THE฀INTEGRITY฀OF฀THE฀ELECTORAL฀PROCESS฀AND฀AMENDING฀THE฀
*UDICIAL฀!UTHORITY฀,AW฀TO฀GUARANTEE฀MORE฀INDEPENDENCE�฀4HE฀#ONSTITUTION฀
REQUIRES฀ MEMBERS฀ OF฀ JUDICIAL฀ BODIES฀ TO฀ SUPERVISE฀ ALL฀ POLLING฀ STATIONS�฀ �฀
*UDGES฀ THEREFORE฀HAD฀AT฀HAND฀A฀MEANS฀OF฀PRESSURE฀ THAT฀WAS฀QUITE฀DISTURB

ING฀FOR฀THE฀3TATE฀APPARATUS�฀ THEY฀COULD฀REFRAIN฀FROM฀MONITORING฀THE฀ELEC

TIONS�฀"EGINNING฀WITH฀THE฀GENERAL฀ASSEMBLY฀OF฀THE฀!LEXANDRIA฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀
IN฀!PRIL฀�����฀THEY฀STARTED฀THREATENING฀TO฀REFUSE฀TO฀SUPERVISE฀THE฀CONSTITU

TIONAL฀REFERENDUM฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀THE฀PRESIDENTIAL฀AND฀PARLIAMENTARY฀ELECTIONS฀IF฀
THESE฀CLAIMS฀WERE฀NOT฀MET�

'OVERNMENT฀NEWSPAPERS฀CRITICIZED฀THE฀JUDGES฀AND฀MAINTAINED฀THEY฀COULD฀
NOT฀REFUSE฀TO฀IMPLEMENT฀A฀CONSTITUTIONAL฀DUTY�฀GIVEN฀THAT฀THEY฀WERE฀THE฀VERY฀

�฀ 4HE฀!LEXANDRIA฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀HELD฀AN฀EXTRAORDINARY฀GENERAL฀ASSEMBLY฀IN฀!PRIL฀�����฀TO฀PROTEST฀
AGAINST฀THE฀AGGRESSION฀AGAINST฀A฀JUDGE�฀WHO฀WAS฀BEING฀PRESSURED฀BY฀A฀GROUP฀OF฀LAWYERS฀WHO฀
WANTED฀HIM฀TO฀ACQUIT฀THEIR฀CLIENT�฀4HEY฀CRITICIZED฀THE฀ABSENCE฀OF฀REACTION฀FROM฀THE฀0RESIDENT฀
OF฀THE฀#OURT฀OF฀&IRST฀)NSTANCE฀AND฀OF฀THE฀0ROSECUTOR฀'ENERAL฀AND฀CALLED฀FOR฀JUDICIAL฀REFORM�

�฀ -OHAMED฀AL
3AYYID฀3A@ID�฀$EPUTY฀$IRECTOR฀OF฀AL
!HRAM฀#ENTER฀FOR฀0OLITICAL฀AND฀3TRATEGIC฀
3TUDIES�฀CALLED฀ THE฀ *UDGES�฀ STRUGGLE฀hINTIFADAT฀AL
QADAA�v฀ IN฀2AWAQ฀@!RABI�฀#AIRO฀)NSTITUTE฀ FOR฀
(UMAN฀2IGHTS฀3TUDIES�฀NO�฀���฀�����฀P�฀�FF�

�฀ !RTICLE฀���฀AS฀INTERPRETED฀BY฀THE฀3UPREME฀#ONSTITUTIONAL฀#OURT฀IN฀A฀DECISION฀OF฀*ULY฀�����



Judges as Reform Advocates 63

PEOPLE฀IN฀CHARGE฀OF฀ENFORCING฀RESPECT฀FOR฀THE฀RULE฀OF฀LAW�฀4HE฀LATTER฀DEFENDED฀
THEMSELVES฀BY฀ARGUING฀THAT฀THE฀#ONSTITUTION฀DID฀NOT฀COMPEL฀THEM฀TO฀SERVE฀
FRAUDULENT฀ELECTIONS�฀ON฀THE฀CONTRARY�฀THEIR฀CONSTITUTIONAL฀DUTY฀WAS฀TO฀REJECT฀
PARTICIPATION฀IN฀SUCH฀MANIPULATIONS฀OF฀THE฀WILL฀OF฀THE฀PEOPLE��

!FTER฀LENGTHY฀INTERNAL฀DEBATES�฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB�฀AT฀ITS฀EXTRAORDINARY฀GEN

ERAL฀ASSEMBLY฀ON฀-AY฀���฀�����฀DECIDED฀TO฀AUTHORIZE฀ITS฀MEMBERS฀TO฀MONI

TOR฀THE฀CONSTITUTIONAL฀REFERENDUM�฀THE฀lRST฀OF฀THE฀����฀POLLS�฀4HEY฀DECLARED฀
THIS฀EXPERIENCE฀WOULD฀ALLOW฀MEMBERS฀TO฀ASSESS฀THE฀EXTENT฀OF฀THE฀TRANSPAR

ENCY฀OF฀THE฀PROCESS�฀4HOUGH฀THE฀EXPERIENCE฀WAS฀NOT฀HIGHLY฀CONCLUSIVE฀AND฀
THE฀ *UDGES฀ #LUB฀ REPORT฀ ON฀ THE฀ CONSTITUTIONAL฀ REFERENDUM�฀ QUESTIONED฀ IN฀
PARTICULAR฀ THE฀ SOUNDNESS฀OF฀ THE฀OFlCIAL฀lGURES฀ RELATED฀ TO฀ELECTORAL฀PARTICI

PATION฀ AND฀ VOTE
COUNTING�฀ THE฀ *UDGES฀#LUB฀ DECIDED�฀ NEVERTHELESS�฀ AT฀ THEIR฀
SECOND฀EXTRAORDINARY฀GENERAL฀ASSEMBLY฀ON฀3EPTEMBER฀��฀�������฀TO฀MONITOR฀
THE฀PRESIDENTIAL฀AND฀PARLIAMENTARY฀ELECTIONS�฀4HEY฀DECLARED฀THEIR฀FEAR฀THAT฀A฀
BOYCOTT฀WOULD฀OPEN฀THE฀DOOR฀TO฀WHOLESALE฀FRAUD฀AND฀WERE฀CONVINCED฀THAT฀
THEIR฀PARTICIPATION฀WOULD฀ENABLE฀THEM฀TO฀EXPOSE฀PUBLICLY฀ALL฀THE฀ABUSES฀AND฀
VIOLATIONS฀ THEY฀MIGHT฀WITNESS�฀!CCEPTING฀ TO฀ SUPERVISE฀ THE฀PRESIDENTIAL฀ AND฀
PARLIAMENTARY฀ELECTIONS฀IN฀SPITE฀OF฀THEIR฀NEGATIVE฀ASSESSMENT฀OF฀THE฀WAY฀THE฀
CONSTITUTIONAL฀ REFERENDUM฀HAD฀BEEN฀ORGANIZED฀ AND฀OF฀ THE฀NON
FULlLLMENT฀
OF฀THEIR฀CLAIMS฀MAY฀HAVE฀BEEN฀ONE฀OF฀THEIR฀MAIN฀STRATEGIC฀ERRORS฀SINCE฀THEY฀
LOST฀PART฀OF฀THEIR฀CREDIBILITY�฀"UT฀THIS฀DECISION฀WAS฀PROBABLY฀DUE฀TO฀A฀LACK฀OF฀
CONSENSUS฀AMONG฀THE฀JUDGES฀TO฀PUSH฀THIS฀TRIAL฀OF฀STRENGTH฀ANY฀FURTHER�

2ECOURSE฀TO฀THE฀MEDIA�฀2EFORMIST฀JUDGES฀REGULARLY฀EXPRESSED฀THEIR฀OPIN

IONS฀IN฀NEWSPAPERS฀OR฀SATELLITE฀CHANNELS฀TO฀PROTEST฀AGAINST฀THE฀ABSENCE฀OF฀ANY฀
CONSIDERATION฀GIVEN฀TO฀THEIR฀CLAIMS�฀3OME฀OF฀THEM฀EVEN฀DIRECTLY฀ACCUSED฀THE฀
EXECUTIVE฀ POWER฀OF฀ BEING฀BEHIND฀ THE฀ ABUSES฀ COMMITTED฀DURING฀ THE฀ ELEC

TIONS�฀4HUS�฀AFTER฀HAVING฀NOTICED฀THAT฀CHANGES฀HAD฀BEEN฀ INTRODUCED฀ IN฀ THE฀
ELECTORAL฀LISTS฀BETWEEN฀THE฀TWO฀LEGISLATIVE฀ROUNDS฀TO฀SERVE฀THE฀INTERESTS฀OF฀THE฀
.ATIONAL฀$EMOCRATIC฀0ARTY฀�.$0	�฀-AHMUD฀-EKKI�฀6ICE
0RESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀
#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION�฀ACCUSED฀THE฀-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE฀OF฀BEING฀BEHIND฀THESE฀
VIOLATIONS�฀PARTICULARLY฀IN฀THE฀CONSTITUENCIES฀WHERE฀THE฀-USLIM฀"ROTHERHOOD฀
HAD฀OBTAINED฀GOOD฀SCORES฀IN฀THE฀lRST฀ROUND���฀(ISHAM฀AL
"ASTAWISI�฀ANOTHER฀

�฀ 3EE฀AL
7AFD�฀-AY฀���฀�����฀
�฀ 4HE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀DECIDED฀TO฀APPOINT฀A฀COMMITTEE฀IN฀CHARGE฀OF฀FOLLOWING
UP฀EACH฀OF฀THE฀

ELECTORAL฀POLLS฀IN฀����฀AND฀PUBLISHED฀A฀REPORT฀ON฀THEIR฀POSITIVE฀AND฀NEGATIVE฀ASPECTS�฀
��฀ 4HE฀ *UDGES฀ #LUB฀ HELD฀ THREE฀ GENERAL฀ ASSEMBLIES฀ IN฀ ����฀ �ON฀ -AY฀ ���฀ 3EPTEMBER฀ ��฀ AND฀

$ECEMBER฀��	�฀AMONG฀WHICH฀THE฀lRST฀TWO฀WERE฀EXTRAORDINARY�
��฀ 3AWT฀AL
5MMAH�฀.OVEMBER฀���฀�����
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VICE
PRESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION�฀ACCUSED฀THE฀GOVERNMENT฀OF฀SHOW

ING฀ITS฀DETERMINATION฀TO฀TURN฀THE฀SO
CALLED฀REFORM฀EXPERIENCE฀INTO฀A฀FAILURE�฀
WHILE฀ JUDGES฀HAD฀BELIEVED฀ THE฀GOVERNMENT฀PROMISES฀AND฀ ITS฀ SUPPORT฀ FOR฀A฀
REAL฀DEMOCRATIC฀EXPERIENCE฀THROUGH฀THE฀LEGISLATIVE฀ELECTIONS���

)N฀ AN฀ INTERVIEW฀ WITH฀ AL
$USTUR฀ NEWSPAPER�฀ -AHMUD฀ AL
+HUDEYRI�฀
0RESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀IN฀!LEXANDRIA�฀WAS฀ASKED�฀h$O฀YOU฀THINK฀THAT฀
THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀)NTERIOR฀CAN฀TAKE฀DECISIONS฀SUCH฀AS฀ATTACKING฀JUDGES฀WITH

OUT฀ REFERRING฀ TO฀ THE฀ 0RESIDENT�v฀ (E฀ ANSWERED�฀h.O฀ DOUBT�฀ IT฀ WAS฀ NOT฀ A฀
DECISION฀FROM฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀)NTERIOR�฀4HE฀ATTACK฀AGAINST฀THE฀JUDGES฀WAS฀A฀
POLITICAL฀DECISION฀FROM฀A฀HIGHER฀AUTHORITY฀THAN฀THAT฀OF฀THE฀-INISTRY�v��฀4HAT฀
SAME฀JUDGE฀PUBLISHED฀MANY฀OPEN฀LETTERS฀TO฀THE฀0RESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀2EPUBLIC฀
AND฀TO฀OTHER฀HIGH
PROlLE฀OFlCIALS�฀CALLING฀ON฀THEM฀TO฀PUT฀AN฀END฀TO฀THE฀
CONmICT฀BETWEEN฀THE฀JUDGES฀AND฀THE฀STATE฀APPARATUS�฀(E฀ALSO฀WROTE฀AN฀OPEN฀
LETTER฀TO฀THE฀-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE฀AT฀THE฀END฀OF฀*ANUARY฀�����฀ENTITLED฀h9OU฀
(AVE฀%XCEEDED฀9OUR฀0REROGATIVES�v฀SAYING฀THAT฀HE฀DID฀NOT฀DESERVE฀TO฀BE฀A฀
MINISTER���฀

3UCH฀PUBLIC฀STANCES฀TAKEN฀BY฀THE฀REFORMIST฀JUDGES฀RECEIVED฀FROM฀A฀WARM฀
TO฀A฀COLD฀RECEPTION�฀7HILE฀THE฀OPPOSITION�฀THE฀SYNDICATES�฀AND฀.'/S฀SUP

PORTED฀THEM฀IN฀THE฀STRUGGLE฀FOR฀THE฀TRANSPARENCY฀OF฀ELECTIONS�฀OTHER฀CIRCLES฀
CRITICIZED฀THEM฀AS฀DEVIATING฀FROM฀THEIR฀JUDICIAL฀ROLE฀AND฀ENGAGING฀IN฀POLITICAL฀
ACTIVITIES�฀WHICH฀VIOLATED฀BOTH฀THE฀PRINCIPLE฀OF฀THE฀SEPARATION฀OF฀POWERS฀AND฀
THE฀,AW฀OF฀THE฀*UDICIAL฀!UTHORITY���฀&OR฀REFORMIST฀JUDGES�฀hTALKING฀POLITICSv฀IS฀
DIFFERENT฀FROM฀hMAKING฀POLITICS�v฀4HEY฀SHOULD฀NOT฀SUPPORT฀A฀CERTAIN฀POLITICAL฀
PARTY�฀BUT฀THEY฀ENJOY฀FREEDOM฀OF฀EXPRESSION�฀LIKE฀ANY฀OTHER฀CITIZEN�

)N฀-ARCH฀�����฀TWO฀OF฀THE฀MOST฀ACTIVE฀REFORMIST฀JUDGES��฀WERE฀BROUGHT฀
BEFORE฀THE฀INVESTIGATING฀JUDGE฀TO฀ANSWER฀CHARGES฀OF฀DEFAMATION฀AGAINST฀SOME฀
FELLOW฀ JUDGES฀ THEY฀ HAD฀ ACCUSED฀ OF฀ VOTE
RIGGING฀ IN฀ 3AWT฀ AL
5MMAH�฀4HE฀
PAPER฀HAD฀PUBLISHED฀A฀BLACKLIST฀WITH฀ THE฀ INITIALS฀OF฀ ALL฀ JUDGES฀ SUSPECTED฀OF฀
PARTICIPATING฀IN฀FRAUD�฀-ANY฀OBSERVERS฀OR฀PARTICIPANTS฀WERE฀ASTONISHED฀THAT฀
INSTEAD฀OF฀CONDUCTING฀INVESTIGATIONS฀AND฀INTERROGATING฀THE฀JUDGES฀SUSPECTED฀
OF฀HAVING฀BEEN฀INVOLVED฀IN฀FRAUD�฀THE฀EXECUTIVE฀POWER฀HAD฀DECIDED฀TO฀KEEP฀

��฀ )BID�
��฀ !L
$USTUR�฀$ECEMBER฀���฀�����
��฀ !L
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀*ANUARY฀���฀�����฀&OR฀OTHER฀OPEN฀LETTERS฀OF฀-AHMUD฀AL
+HUDEYRI฀TO฀THE฀

-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE�฀SEE฀AL
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀.OVEMBER฀���฀�����฀AND฀$ECEMBER฀���฀�����
��฀ !RTICLE฀��฀OF฀THE฀����฀*UDICIAL฀!UTHORITY฀,AW฀PROHIBITS฀COURTS฀TO฀EXPRESS฀POLITICAL฀OPINIONS�฀

AND฀JUDGES฀TO฀BE฀INVOLVED฀IN฀POLITICAL฀ACTIVITIES฀AND฀RUN฀FOR฀ELECTIONS฀OF฀THE฀0EOPLE�S฀!SSEMBLY�฀
REGIONAL฀ASSEMBLIES�฀OR฀POLITICAL฀ORGANIZATIONS�

��฀ -AHMUD฀-EKKI�฀(ISHAM฀AL
"ASTAWISI�
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INTERROGATING฀THOSE฀WHO฀HAD฀DENOUNCED฀THE฀ABUSES���฀4HE฀3UPREME฀#OUNCIL฀
OF฀ THE฀ *UDICIARY฀ AGREED฀ TO฀ LIFT฀ THE฀ JUDICIAL฀ IMMUNITY฀ OF฀ THOSE฀ TWO฀ VICE

PRESIDENTS฀OF฀THE฀#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION฀IN฀ORDER฀TO฀BE฀HEARD�฀4HEY฀WERE฀lNALLY฀
REFERRED฀TO฀THE฀DISCIPLINARY฀COUNCIL�฀$EMONSTRATIONS฀OF฀POPULAR฀SUPPORT฀TOOK฀
PLACE฀ IN฀ FRONT฀OF฀ THE฀(IGH฀#OURT฀"UILDING฀ �$AR฀ AL
1ADAA฀ AL
@!LI	฀ DURING฀
EACH฀OF฀THE฀THREE฀HEARINGS฀OF฀THE฀DISCIPLINARY฀COUNCIL฀IN฀-AY฀�����฀IN฀WHAT฀
COULD฀BE฀CONSIDERED฀THE฀lRST฀�AND฀LAST�	฀MANIFESTATION฀OF฀POPULAR฀SUPPORT฀FOR฀
THE฀JUDGES�฀7HILE฀THE฀TWO฀JUDGES฀COULD฀HAVE฀BEEN฀DISMISSED�฀ALL฀CHARGES฀WERE฀
lNALLY฀DROPPED฀AGAINST฀ONE�฀WHILE฀THE฀OTHER฀RECEIVED฀A฀REPRIMAND�

4HE฀JUDGE฀BEHIND฀THE฀DEFERRAL฀OF฀THE฀TWO฀COUNSELORS฀BEFORE฀THE฀DISCIPLIN

ARY฀COUNCIL฀ALSO฀ATTACKED฀3AWT฀AL
5MMAH�฀WHICH฀HAD฀PUBLISHED฀HIS฀INITIALS฀AT฀
THE฀HEAD฀OF฀THE฀BLACKLIST�฀)N฀THE฀MEANTIME�฀THE฀#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION฀EXAMINED฀
THE฀VALIDITY฀OF฀THE฀ELECTIONS฀IN฀THE฀CONSTITUENCY฀SUPERVISED฀BY฀THAT฀JUDGE���฀
)N฀3EPTEMBER฀�����฀ THE฀COURT฀RULED฀THAT฀ FRAUD฀HAD฀EFFECTIVELY฀ TAKEN฀PLACE฀
AND฀THAT฀THE฀ELECTIONS฀IN฀THAT฀PARTICULAR฀CONSTITUENCY฀HAD฀TO฀BE฀CONSIDERED฀
VOID���฀4HE฀JUDGE฀lNALLY฀DECIDED�฀IN฀EARLY฀$ECEMBER฀�����฀TO฀DROP฀THE฀COM

PLAINT฀HE฀HAD฀lLED฀AGAINST฀3AWT฀AL
5MMAH฀WHILE฀THE฀CASE฀WAS฀UNDER฀CONSID

ERATION�฀4HE฀0EOPLE�S฀!SSEMBLY฀DID฀NOT฀FOLLOW฀UP฀ON฀THE฀REPORT฀OF฀THE฀#OURT฀
OF฀#ASSATION฀AND฀REFUSED฀TO฀DECLARE฀THE฀ELECTIONS฀THAT฀HAD฀TAKEN฀PLACE฀IN฀THAT฀
CONSTITUENCY฀VOID�฀

0RESS฀RELEASES�฀MEMOS�฀CALLS฀AND฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀REPORTS�฀4HE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀
ADOPTED฀NUMEROUS฀PRESS฀RELEASES฀AND฀MEMORANDA฀DURING฀����฀TO฀ADVOCATE฀
FOR฀TRANSPARENT฀ELECTIONS�฀-ANY฀OF฀THEM฀GAVE฀WAY฀TO฀CONTROVERSIES�฀PARTICU

LARLY฀THE฀MEMOS฀ADDRESSED฀TO฀THE฀3UPREME฀#OUNCIL฀OF฀THE฀*UDICIARY฀AND฀TO฀
THE฀ELECTORAL฀COMMISSIONS�฀-ANY฀MESSAGES฀WERE฀THUS฀SENT฀BY฀THE฀#LUB฀TO฀THE฀
0RESIDENTIAL฀%LECTION฀#OMMISSION�฀DURING฀THE฀SUMMER฀OF฀�����฀TO฀EXPRESS฀
DISAGREEMENT฀WITH฀ THE฀DECISIONS฀ ADOPTED฀BY฀ THIS฀BODY�฀ IN฀PARTICULAR฀ THOSE฀
REGARDING฀THE฀ORGANIZATION฀OF฀THE฀ELECTORAL฀PROCESS���

��฀ 3EE�฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀(ISHAM฀'ENINA�฀6ICE฀0RESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION�฀.AHDAT฀-ISR�฀
&EBRUARY฀���฀�����฀

��฀ )N฀ ACCORDANCE฀ WITH฀ !RTICLE฀ ��฀ OF฀ THE฀ #ONSTITUTION฀ ACCORDING฀ TO฀ WHICH฀ THE฀ #OURT฀ OF฀
#ASSATION฀ IS฀COMPETENT฀ TO฀ INVESTIGATE฀ELECTORAL฀COMPLAINTS�฀4HE฀RESULT฀OF฀ THE฀ INVESTIGATION฀
AND฀THE฀DECISION฀REACHED฀BY฀THE฀COURT฀IS฀SUBMITTED฀TO฀THE฀0EOPLE�S฀!SSEMBLY฀TO฀DECIDE฀UPON฀
THE฀VALIDITY฀OF฀THE฀CONTESTATION�

��฀ 3EE฀3AWT฀AL
5MMAH�฀��฀3EPTEMBER฀�����฀FOR฀THE฀DECISION�฀
��฀ )N฀!UGUST฀�����฀THE฀PRESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀0RESIDENTIAL฀%LECTORAL฀#OMMISSION�฀WHO฀HAD฀JUST฀LEFT฀HIS฀

FUNCTION฀AS฀PRESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀3UPREME฀#ONSTITUTIONAL฀#OURT฀ON฀REACHING฀RETIREMENT฀AGE�฀WAS฀
NOMINATED฀AS฀-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE�฀3INCE฀THEN�฀THE฀RELATIONS฀BETWEEN฀REFORMIST฀JUDGES฀AND฀THE฀
-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE฀HAVE฀BEEN฀MARKED฀BY฀GROWING฀TENSION�
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/N฀.OVEMBER฀���฀�����฀IN฀PROTEST฀AGAINST฀AGGRESSION฀COMMITTED฀AGAINST฀
JUDGES฀BY฀THE฀POLICE฀AND฀SECURITY฀FORCES฀DURING฀THE฀lRST฀TWO฀PHASES฀OF฀THE฀
LEGISLATIVE฀ELECTIONS�฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀CALLED฀FOR฀THE฀INTERVENTION฀OF฀THE฀ARMY��฀
TO฀PROTECT฀THE฀POLLING฀STATIONS฀AND฀THE฀SUPERVISING฀JUDGES฀FROM฀THE฀POLICE���฀
4O฀MANY฀ANALYSTS�฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀DID฀NOT฀REALLY฀WISH฀FOR฀ANY฀ARMY฀INTER

VENTION�฀BUT฀IT฀ONLY฀WANTED฀TO฀CONVEY฀A฀LOUD฀MESSAGE฀TO฀PUBLIC฀OPINION฀IN฀
ORDER฀TO฀DENOUNCE฀ELECTORAL฀RIGGING฀AND฀TO฀SHOW฀THEY฀WERE฀NOT฀RESPONSIBLE฀
FOR฀ THE฀ FRAUD฀COMMITTED���฀4HIS฀CALL฀ TO฀ARMY฀INTERVENTION�฀HOWEVER�฀ RAISED฀
WORRIES฀AMONG฀LIBERALS���

&OR฀THE฀lRST฀TIME�฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀ALSO฀DECIDED฀TO฀APPOINT฀A฀COMMITTEE฀
TO฀MONITOR฀THE฀ORGANIZATION฀OF฀THE฀ELECTORAL฀POLLS฀AND฀WRITE฀PUBLIC฀REPORTS฀
ON฀THE฀BASIS฀OF฀TESTIMONY฀MADE฀BY฀JUDGES�฀4WO฀MONTHS฀AFTER฀THE฀CONSTITU

TIONAL฀REFERENDUM฀OF฀-AY฀�����฀THE฀#LUB฀PUBLISHED฀A฀REPORT฀ENTITLED฀%GYPT�S฀
#ONSCIENCE฀�$AMIR฀-ISR	���฀4HE฀REPORT฀STRESSED฀THAT฀JUDGES฀HAD฀MONITORED฀ONLY฀
�฀PERCENT฀OF฀ THE฀AUXILIARY฀POLLING฀STATIONS฀AND฀THAT฀ THE฀STATIONS฀ SUPERVISED฀
BY฀THEM฀HAD฀REGISTERED฀EXTREMELY฀LOW฀LEVELS฀OF฀PARTICIPATION�฀SOME฀STATIONS฀
HAVING฀SEEN฀NO฀VOTER฀AND฀OTHERS฀HAVING฀REGISTERED฀AN฀AVERAGE฀PARTICIPATION฀
LEVEL฀OF฀�฀PERCENT�฀-EANWHILE�฀THOSE฀STATIONS฀WHERE฀STATE฀EMPLOYEES฀WERE฀IN฀
CHARGE฀OF฀THE฀SUPERVISION฀REGISTERED฀VERY฀HIGH฀LEVELS฀OF฀PARTICIPATION�฀REACH

ING฀���฀PERCENT฀AT฀ TIMES�฀h7AS฀NO฀ONE฀DEAD�฀ TRAVELING�฀OR฀PREVENTED฀ FROM฀
PARTICIPATING฀FOR฀HEALTH฀REASONS�฀WORK฀REASONS�฀OR฀OUT฀OF฀LAZINESS�v฀THEY฀WON

DERED฀ASTONISHED�

4HE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀ALSO฀PREPARED฀A฀REPORT฀ON฀THE฀����฀PRESIDENTIAL฀ELECTIONS�฀
MADE฀PUBLIC฀IN฀EARLY฀.OVEMBER฀�����฀)T฀DENOUNCED฀SEVERAL฀TYPES฀OF฀ABUSES฀
THAT฀JUDGES฀HAD฀WITNESSED�฀)T฀ALSO฀CRITICIZED฀THE฀ATTITUDE฀OF฀THE฀0RESIDENTIAL฀
%LECTION฀ #OMMISSION�฀4HE฀ LONG
PROMISED฀ REPORT฀ ON฀ THE฀ ����฀ LEGISLATIVE฀
ELECTIONS฀WAS฀NEVER฀MADE฀PUBLIC�฀THE฀#LUB฀ONLY฀PUBLISHED฀PARTIAL฀REPORTS฀ON฀
INQUIRIES฀MADE฀IN฀SOME฀ELECTORAL฀CONSTITUENCIES�

)N฀-ARCH฀�����฀THE฀#LUB฀ANNOUNCED฀THE฀APPOINTMENT฀OF฀A฀COMMITTEE฀IN฀
CHARGE฀OF฀FOLLOWING฀UP฀THE฀-ARCH฀��฀CONSTITUTIONAL฀REFERENDUM฀AND฀WRITING฀

��฀ /N฀THE฀BASIS฀OF฀!RTICLE฀��฀OF฀THE฀����฀,AW฀ON฀THE฀%XERCISE฀OF฀0OLITICAL฀2IGHTS฀THAT฀AUTHORIZES฀
THE฀PRESIDENT฀OF฀A฀POLLING฀STATION฀TO฀CALL�฀IN฀NEED�฀FOR฀POLICE฀AGENTS฀OR฀ARMED฀FORCES�

��฀ !L
@!RABI�฀.OVEMBER฀���฀�����฀4HERE฀WERE฀CLAIMS฀THAT฀THE฀POLICE฀HEAVILY฀INVOLVED฀OUTSIDE฀
THE฀STATIONS�฀PREVENTED฀OPPOSITION฀SUPPORTERS฀FROM฀ENTERING฀THE฀STATIONS�

��฀ !L
$USTUR�฀.OVEMBER฀���฀�����฀AND฀AL
@!RABI�฀.OVEMBER฀���฀�����฀
��฀ 3EE฀AL
$USTUR�฀.OVEMBER฀���฀�����฀WITH฀THE฀COMMENTARY฀OF฀-UHAMMAD฀AL
3AYYID฀3A@ID�฀

$EPUTY฀$IRECTOR฀OF฀AL
!HRAM฀#ENTER฀FOR฀0OLITICAL฀AND฀3TRATEGIC฀3TUDIES�฀ACCORDING฀TO฀WHOM฀
THE฀ARMY฀IS฀NOT฀TO฀INTERFERE฀IN฀POLITICS�

��฀ 0UBLISHED฀IN฀AL
@!RABI�฀*ULY฀��฀�����฀AND฀AL
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀*ULY฀��฀�����
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AN฀ASSESSMENT฀REPORT�฀4HE฀FACT฀THAT฀VERY฀FEW฀JUDGES฀PARTICIPATED฀IN฀THE฀SUPER

VISION฀OF฀THE฀REFERENDUM�฀HOWEVER�฀MADE฀THE฀COLLECTION฀OF฀RELIABLE฀AND฀CRED

IBLE฀INFORMATION฀VERY฀DIFlCULT���

&INALLY�฀THE฀#LUB฀OFTEN฀CALLED฀ON฀THE฀0RESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀2EPUBLIC฀TO฀INTER

VENE�฀ IN฀ HIS฀ CAPACITY฀ AS฀ RESPONSIBLE฀ FOR฀ THE฀ BALANCE฀ OF฀ POWERS฀ AND฀ PRESI

DENT฀OF฀THE฀3UPREME฀#OUNCIL฀OF฀*UDICIAL฀"ODIES�฀ACCORDING฀TO฀!RTICLE฀��฀OF฀
THE฀#ONSTITUTION�฀)N฀�����฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀THEY฀CALLED฀ON฀THE฀0RESIDENT฀TO฀ASK฀
THAT฀THE฀CHARGES฀AGAINST฀THE฀TWO฀REFORMIST฀JUDGES฀REFERRED฀TO฀THE฀DISCIPLINARY฀
COUNCIL฀BE฀DROPPED���฀4HE฀PRESIDENT฀REFUSED฀TO฀ INTERVENE�฀ SAYING฀HE฀COULD฀
NOT฀INTERFERE฀WITH฀JUDICIAL฀ INDEPENDENCE฀AND฀INTERNAL฀MATTERS฀OF฀THE฀JUDI

CIARY���฀)N฀-ARCH฀�����฀HOWEVER�฀HE฀RESPONDED฀POSITIVELY฀TO฀A฀CALL฀FROM฀THE฀
0RESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀TO฀INTERVENE฀TO฀DROP฀THE฀CASE฀AGAINST฀A฀JUDGE฀
REFERRED฀ TO฀ THE฀DISCIPLINARY฀ COUNCIL฀ BY฀ THE฀-INISTER฀ OF฀ *USTICE฀ON฀ CHARGES฀
OF฀LIBELING฀THE฀0RESIDENT�฀!CCORDING฀TO฀-AHMUD฀AL
+HUDEYRI�฀THE฀-INISTER฀
THOUGHT฀ HE฀ WOULD฀ HAVE฀ PLEASED฀ THE฀ 0RESIDENT฀ BY฀ REFERRING฀ THIS฀ JUDGE฀ TO฀
THE฀ DISCIPLINARY฀ COUNCIL�฀7AS฀ NOT฀ THE฀ PRESIDENTIAL฀ INSTITUTION฀ THE฀ ONE฀ THAT฀
HAD฀ ASKED฀ HIM฀ TO฀ PUNISH฀ JUDGES�฀ THREATEN฀ THEM�฀ AND฀ SILENCE฀ THEM���฀4HE฀
0RESIDENT฀ACCEPTED฀TO฀INTERVENE฀IN฀A฀SECOND฀CASE�฀REGARDING฀A฀COUNSELOR฀FROM฀
THE฀3TATE฀#OUNCIL฀WHO฀ SUFFERED฀ FROM฀ A฀BRAIN฀ TUMOR฀ AND฀HAD฀ TO฀UNDERGO฀
EXPENSIVE฀MEDICAL฀TREATMENT฀IN฀'ERMANY�฀4HE฀-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE฀REFUSED฀TO฀
COVER฀THE฀MEDICAL฀COSTS�฀/N฀&EBRUARY฀��RD�฀�����฀THE฀0RESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀*UDGES฀
#LUB฀OF฀THE฀3TATE฀#OUNCIL฀SENT฀A฀MEMO฀TO฀0RESIDENT฀-UBARAK�฀REQUESTING฀
HIS฀INTERVENTION���฀/N฀-ARCH฀���฀�����฀THE฀0RESIDENT฀ORDERED฀THAT฀THE฀MIN

ISTRY฀BEAR฀THE฀COSTS฀OF฀THE฀TREATMENT���฀-AHMUD฀AL
+HUDEYRI฀ARGUED฀THAT฀THE฀
-INISTER฀HAD฀RECEIVED฀INSTRUCTIONS฀TO฀TREAT฀JUDGES฀HARSHLY฀AND฀SILENCE฀THEM�฀
(OWEVER�฀HE฀OVERACTED฀AND฀PUT฀EVERYBODY฀ IN฀A฀DIFlCULT฀ SITUATION�฀ INCLUD

ING฀THE฀0RESIDENT�฀WHO฀TOOK฀THE฀EASY฀WAY฀OUT฀BY฀ORDERING฀HIM฀TO฀COVER฀THE฀
MEDICAL฀EXPENSES���

��฀ !L
$USTUR�฀-ARCH฀���฀�����
��฀ )BRAHIM฀%ISSA�฀CHIEF฀EDITOR฀OF฀3AWT฀AL
5MMAH�฀WROTE฀HE฀WAS฀ASTONISHED฀BY฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀SOME฀

JUDGES฀TURNED฀TO฀0RESIDENT฀-UBARAK฀FOR฀INTERVENTION฀TO฀lND฀A฀SOLUTION฀TO฀THE฀CRISIS�฀hAS฀IF฀HE฀
WAS฀NOT฀THE฀ONE฀WHO฀WAS฀RESPONSIBLE฀FOR฀THE฀REFERRAL฀OF฀THESE฀JUDGES฀TO฀INVESTIGATIONv�฀hHIS฀
INTERVENTION฀HAS฀TAKEN฀PLACE฀ALREADY�v฀AL
$USTUR�฀!PRIL฀���฀�����

��฀ !L
'UMHURIYA�฀!PRIL฀���฀�����฀3EE฀ALSO�฀AL
!HRAM�฀!PRIL฀���฀�����
��฀ !L
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀!PRIL฀���฀�����
��฀ !L
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀&EBRUARY฀���฀�����฀3EE฀ALSO�฀.AHDAT฀-ISR�฀&EBRUARY฀���฀����฀AND฀AL
!HRAM�฀

&EBRUARY฀���฀�����
��฀ !L
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀!PRIL฀��฀�����
��฀ !L
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀!PRIL฀���฀�����
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#OMPLAINTS฀TO฀THE฀PROSECUTION�฀2EFORMIST฀JUDGES฀ACCUSE฀THE฀0ROSECUTOR฀
'ENERAL฀OF฀NOT฀HAVING฀BEEN฀SUFlCIENTLY฀DILIGENT฀IN฀CARRYING฀OUT฀INVESTIGA

TIONS฀REGARDING฀COMPLAINTS฀lLED฀BY฀THEM�฀!฀YOUNG฀FEMALE฀MEMBER฀OF฀ THE฀
ADMINISTRATIVE฀ PROSECUTION�฀ FOR฀ INSTANCE�฀ PUBLICLY฀ DENOUNCED฀ THROUGH฀ THE฀
PRESS฀ THE฀ FRAUD฀SHE฀HAD฀WITNESSED฀ IN฀THE฀ELECTORAL฀CONSTITUENCY฀WHERE฀SHE฀
WAS฀ IN฀CHARGE฀OF฀ SUPERVISING฀AN฀AUXILIARY฀ STATION���฀3HE฀CLAIMED฀ THAT฀ SUCH฀
MANIPULATIONS฀MEANT฀THAT฀THE฀VICTORY฀OF฀THE฀.$0฀CANDIDATE฀WAS฀ANNOUNCED�฀
WHEREAS฀IN฀MOST฀AUXILIARY฀STATIONS฀THE฀-USLIM฀"ROTHERHOOD฀CANDIDATE฀WAS฀
IN฀THE฀LEAD�฀4HE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀DECIDED฀TO฀LEAD฀AN฀ENQUIRY฀AND฀INTERROGATE฀THE฀
JUDGES฀WHO฀HAD฀SUPERVISED฀THE฀OTHER฀AUXILIARY฀STATIONS฀IN฀THE฀SAME฀CONSTITU

ENCY�฀!CCORDING฀TO฀THE฀CLUB�฀���฀JUDGES฀OUT฀OF฀���฀AGREED฀TO฀TESTIFY�฀CON

lRMING฀HER฀TESTIMONY�฀THE฀CANDIDATE฀OF฀THE฀-USLIM฀"ROTHERHOOD฀RECEIVED฀
THREE฀ TIMES฀AS฀MANY฀VOTES฀AS฀ THE฀.$0฀CANDIDATE���฀!฀COMPLAINT฀WAS฀lLED฀
AT฀ THE฀ PROSECUTOR�S฀ OFlCE�฀ WITH฀ NO฀ RESULT�฀ )N฀ .OVEMBER฀ �����฀ THE฀ *UDGES฀
#LUB�฀IN฀OPEN฀CONmICT฀WITH฀THE฀-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE�฀DECIDED฀TO฀SEND฀TO฀THE฀
0ROSECUTOR฀'ENERAL฀THE฀ORIGINAL฀VOTE
COUNTING฀OF฀ALL฀ THE฀AUXILIARY฀STATIONS฀
IN฀THAT฀CONSTITUENCY�฀WHICH฀IT฀HAD฀RECEIVED฀FROM฀AN฀ANONYMOUS฀SOURCE฀THAT฀
CONlRMED฀ THE฀VICTORY฀OF฀ THE฀CANDIDATE฀OF฀ THE฀-USLIM฀"ROTHERHOOD�฀4HIS฀
INITIATIVE฀ALSO฀PRODUCED฀NO฀RESULTS�

/THER฀JUDGES฀WHO฀TOOK฀PART฀IN฀THE฀ELECTORAL฀SUPERVISION฀lLED฀COMPLAINTS฀
BEFORE฀ THE฀ 0ROSECUTOR฀ 'ENERAL฀ TO฀ DENOUNCE฀ ACTS฀ OF฀ VIOLENCE฀ COMMITTED฀
AGAINST฀THEM฀DURING฀THE฀PARLIAMENTARY฀ELECTIONS�฀AND฀TO฀CONTEST฀THE฀ELECTORAL฀
RESULTS฀IN฀CERTAIN฀CONSTITUENCIES�฀.O฀INVESTIGATION฀FOLLOWED���฀3IMILARLY�฀WHEN฀
IN฀THE฀EARLY฀HOURS฀OF฀!PRIL฀���฀�����฀THE฀%GYPTIAN฀POLICE฀ATTACKED฀A฀PEACEFUL฀
PRO
REFORM฀CAMP฀SET฀UP฀IN฀FRONT฀OF฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀IN฀#AIRO฀AND฀A฀JUDGE฀WAS฀
BEATEN฀AND฀HIS฀ARM฀BROKEN�฀COMPLAINTS฀WERE฀MADE฀TO฀THE฀0UBLIC฀0ROSECUTOR�฀
BUT฀WITH฀NO฀RESULT�

3IT
INS�฀)N฀&EBRUARY฀�����฀THE฀JUDGES฀ANNOUNCED฀THAT฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀*USTICE฀
WAS฀MANY฀MONTHS฀BEHIND฀IN฀PAYING฀ITS฀lNANCIAL฀CONTRIBUTION฀TO฀THE฀#LUB฀
BUDGET�฀4O฀SIGNAL฀PROTEST฀AND฀RAISE฀OBJECTIONS฀AGAINST฀A฀SECRET฀DRAFT฀AMEND

MENT฀ON฀THE฀*UDICIAL฀!UTHORITY฀,AW฀INTRODUCED฀BY฀THE฀3UPREME฀#OUNCIL฀OF฀
THE฀*UDICIARY฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀AGAINST฀THE฀ABSENCE฀OF฀RESULTS฀OF฀THE฀PROSECUTOR�S฀INVES

TIGATIONS฀CONCERNING฀ATTACKS฀AGAINST฀ JUDGES฀DURING฀THE฀ LEGISLATIVE฀ELECTIONS�฀
THEY฀DECIDED฀TO฀ORGANIZE฀A฀SIT
IN฀IN฀FRONT฀OF฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀IN฀!LEXANDRIA�฀

��฀ .OHA฀AL
:INI�฀AL
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀.OVEMBER฀���฀�����
��฀ !L
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀$ECEMBER฀��฀�����
��฀ &OR฀A฀HARSH฀CRITICISM฀OF฀THE฀'ENERAL฀0ROSECUTOR�฀SEE฀AL
$USTUR�฀$ECEMBER฀���฀�����
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!฀SECOND฀ONE฀TOOK฀PLACE฀IN฀#AIRO฀ON฀-ARCH฀���฀�����฀SHORTLY฀BEFORE฀THE฀
CONVENING฀OF฀THE฀EXTRAORDINARY฀GENERAL฀ASSEMBLY฀OF฀THE฀CLUB���฀*UDGES฀WERE฀
SEEN฀DEMONSTRATING฀SILENTLY฀FOR฀HALF฀AN฀HOUR฀IN฀THE฀STREET�฀ IN฀FRONT฀OF฀THEIR฀
CLUB�฀WEARING฀THEIR฀RED฀AND฀GREEN฀SASHES�฀4HIS฀IMPRESSIVE฀IMAGE฀WAS฀SPREAD฀
ALL฀OVER฀THE฀WORLD�฀!฀THIRD฀SIT
IN฀TOOK฀PLACE฀ON฀-AY฀���฀�����฀IN฀FRONT฀OF฀THE฀
(IGH฀#OURT฀ IN฀#AIRO�฀ THE฀SAD฀ANNIVERSARY฀OF฀ THE฀����฀REFERENDUM฀ON฀THE฀
CONSTITUTIONAL฀AMENDMENT฀DURING฀WHICH฀MANY฀FEMALE฀DEMONSTRATORS฀WERE฀
PHYSICALLY฀ASSAULTED฀AND฀SEXUALLY฀HARASSED�

!MONG฀OTHER฀ FORMS฀OF฀MOBILIZATION฀USED฀BY฀ REFORMIST฀ JUDGES�฀ ONE฀ CAN฀
MENTION฀ THE฀ CALLING฀ FOR฀ EXTRAORDINARY฀GENERAL฀ ASSEMBLIES฀OF฀ THEIR฀ CLUB�฀ THE฀
PREPARATION฀OF฀DRAFT฀ LAWS���฀THE฀FORMATION฀OF฀SPECIAL฀ INTERNAL฀COMMITTEES฀IN฀
THE฀CLUB฀IN฀CHARGE฀OF฀TACKLING฀PARTICULAR฀ISSUES���฀THE฀ORGANIZATION฀OF฀OPINION฀
POLLING฀AMONG฀ITS฀MEMBERS���฀THE฀THREAT฀TO฀EXCLUDE฀MEMBERS฀ACCUSED฀OF฀VIO

LATING฀PROFESSIONAL฀ETHICS฀FROM฀THE฀CLUB���฀THE฀ORGANIZATION฀OF฀SEMINARS�฀VISITS฀
TO฀ REGIONAL฀ CLUBS฀ TO฀ MOTIVATE฀ THEIR฀ MEMBERS฀ TO฀ PARTICIPATE฀ IN฀ THE฀ GENERAL฀
ASSEMBLY฀OF฀THE฀#AIRO฀#LUB�฀OR฀EVEN฀THE฀PERFORMANCE฀OF฀A฀MINUTE฀OF฀SILENCE฀
IN฀THE฀#LUB฀OF฀THE฀3TATE฀#OUNCIL฀TO฀PROTEST฀AGAINST฀THE฀ATTITUDE฀OF฀THE฀-INISTER฀
OF฀*USTICE���฀3OME฀JUDGES฀EVEN฀THREATENED฀TO฀SUSPEND฀THE฀COURT฀HEARINGS฀OR฀TO฀
OBSTRUCT฀THE฀COURT฀FUNCTIONS฀FOR฀A฀FEW฀HOURS฀OR฀FOR฀A฀WHOLE฀DAY���

)F฀REFORMIST฀JUDGES฀WERE฀STRONGLY฀MOBILIZED฀IN฀FAVOR฀OF฀GENUINE฀AND฀TRANS

PARENT฀ ELECTIONS�฀ THE฀ IMPACT฀ OF฀ THEIR฀ STRUGGLE฀ ON฀ THE฀ RULES฀ ORGANIZING฀ THE฀
ELECTORAL฀GAME฀AND฀ON฀ JUDICIAL฀ INDEPENDENCE฀ REMAINS�฀HOWEVER�฀VERY฀ FRAIL�฀

��฀ 4HE฀0ROSECUTOR฀'ENERAL฀ REQUESTED฀ALL฀MEMBERS฀OF฀ THE฀0UBLIC฀0ROSECUTION฀ TO฀GO฀ TO฀ THEIR฀
WORK฀PREMISES฀ON฀THE฀DAY฀OF฀THE฀GENERAL฀ASSEMBLY฀OF฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀TO฀ACCOMPLISH฀OVERDUE฀
WORK�฀THOUGH฀IT฀WAS฀A฀BANKING฀DAY฀�AL
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀-ARCH฀���฀����	�฀(UNDREDS฀OF฀THEM฀
SENT฀TELEGRAMS฀TO฀EXPRESS฀SOLIDARITY฀WITH฀THE฀JUDGES�

��฀ &OR฀EXAMPLE�฀DRAFT฀AMENDMENTS฀TO฀,AW฀.O�฀�������฀ON฀THE฀*UDICIAL฀!UTHORITY฀AND฀TO฀����฀
,AW฀OF฀THE฀%XERCISE฀OF฀0OLITICAL฀2IGHTS�

��฀ 3UCH฀AS฀THE฀COMMITTEE฀IN฀CHARGE฀OF฀WRITING฀REPORTS฀AFTER฀THE฀ELECTORAL฀VOTES฀OR฀THE฀ONE฀IN฀
CHARGE฀OF฀PREPARING฀DRAFT฀CONSTITUTIONAL฀AMENDMENTS�

��฀ !T฀THE฀TIME฀OF฀THE฀'ENERAL฀!SSEMBLY฀ON฀$ECEMBER฀���฀�����฀THE฀CLUB฀CONSULTED฀ITS฀MEMBERS฀
REGARDING฀THREE฀ISSUES�฀3HOULD฀THE฀RETIREMENT฀AGE฀BE฀EXTENDED�฀�������฀NO�฀����฀YES	�฀SHOULD฀
JUDGES฀CONTINUE฀SUPERVISING฀FUTURE฀ELECTIONS฀IN฀THE฀PRESENT฀CONDITIONS�฀�������฀NO�฀����฀YES	�฀
DO฀YOU฀SUPPORT฀THE฀DRAFT฀AMENDMENTS฀TO฀THE฀,AW฀ON฀THE฀*UDICIAL฀!UTHORITY฀PREPARED฀BY฀THE฀
*UDGES฀#LUB�฀�������฀YES�฀����฀NO	�

��฀ !MONG฀THOSE฀MEMBERS฀WAS฀THE฀0ROSECUTOR฀'ENERAL�
��฀ 4HAT฀WAS฀RESORTED฀TO฀BY฀THE฀BOARD฀OF฀THE฀3TATE฀#OUNCIL฀#LUB฀TO฀PROTEST฀AGAINST฀THE฀-INISTER�S฀

REFUSAL฀ TO฀ EXECUTE฀ THE฀3TATE฀#OUNCIL฀ DECISION�฀WHICH฀ REQUIRED฀HIM฀ TO฀ COVER฀ THE฀MEDICAL฀
TREATMENT฀OF฀THE฀JUDGE฀ABROAD�฀3EE฀AL
7AFD�฀-ARCH฀��฀�����

��฀ !L
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀$ECEMBER฀���฀�����
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"ESIDES�฀ THEY฀ PAID฀ A฀ HIGH฀ PRIZE฀ FOR฀ THE฀ FEW฀ CONCESSIONS฀ THEY฀ GAINED�฀4HE฀
STATE฀AND฀DECISION
MAKING฀BODIES฀ADOPTED฀COUNTER
MEASURES฀TO฀DISCREDIT฀THE฀
MOVEMENT฀OR฀BRING฀ABOUT฀ITS฀FAILURE�

!฀(IGH฀0RICE฀TO฀0AY
2EFORMIST฀JUDGES฀HAVE฀PAID฀A฀HIGH฀PRICE฀IN฀THEIR฀STRUGGLE฀WITH฀THE฀REGIME�฀
.OT฀ONLY฀DID฀THE฀GOVERNMENT฀REFUSE฀TO฀RESPOND฀TO฀THEIR฀TWO฀MAIN฀DEMANDS�฀
BUT฀THEY฀EVEN฀LOST฀THE฀RIGHT฀TO฀SUPERVISE฀VOTING�฀-OREOVER�฀THEY฀AND฀THEIR฀
CLUB฀WERE฀SUBJECT฀TO฀SEVERAL฀MEASURES฀OF฀RETALIATION�฀4HE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀OF฀THE฀
3TATE฀#OUNCIL฀ALSO฀STARTED฀PAYING฀THE฀PRICE฀FOR฀THE฀COUNSELORS�฀REVOLT�

4HE฀EXCLUSION฀OF฀JUDGES฀FROM฀THE฀SUPERVISION฀OF฀ELECTIONS�฀4O฀AVOID฀
THE฀ FRAUD฀ AND฀ IRREGULARITIES฀ THEY฀ HAD฀ WITNESSED฀ IN฀ �����฀ JUDGES฀ ASKED฀ FOR฀
MORE฀GUARANTEES฀CONCERNING฀THE฀ELECTORAL฀PROCESS�฀IN฀PARTICULAR฀THROUGH฀FULL฀
JUDICIAL฀SUPERVISION฀OVER฀EVERY฀STAGE฀OF฀THE฀ELECTIONS�฀FROM฀THE฀PREPARATION฀
OF฀THE฀LISTS฀OF฀VOTERS฀TO฀THE฀ANNOUNCEMENT฀OF฀RESULTS�฀4HEY฀ALSO฀CITED฀OTHER฀
GUARANTEES฀THEY฀SAW฀AS฀PREREQUISITES฀FOR฀FAIR฀ELECTIONS�฀SUCH฀AS฀GIVING฀A฀COPY฀
OF฀THE฀RESULTS฀OF฀THE฀VOTE
COUNTING฀TO฀THE฀REPRESENTATIVES฀OF฀THE฀CANDIDATES�฀
HAVING฀THE฀HEADS฀OF฀AUXILIARY฀STATIONS฀ANNOUNCE฀THE฀RESULTS฀IMMEDIATELY฀FOL

LOWING฀THE฀VOTE฀COUNTING฀PROCESS�฀ASKING฀THE฀PRESIDENTS฀OF฀AUXILIARY฀STATIONS฀
TO฀CHECK฀THE฀IDENTITY฀OF฀NON
REGISTERED฀VOTERS฀�WAlDIN	฀BY฀ASKING฀THEM฀TO฀
PRESENT฀BOTH฀THEIR฀IDENTITY฀CARDS฀AND฀THEIR฀VOTER฀CARDS���฀AND฀FACILITATING฀THE฀
WORK฀OF฀CIVIL฀SOCIETY���฀(OWEVER�฀THEIR฀REQUESTS฀WERE฀NOT฀MET�

%VEN฀WORSE�฀JUDGES฀WERE฀DEPRIVED฀IN฀-ARCH฀����฀OF฀THEIR฀MAIN฀RESPON

SIBILITY฀ IN฀ THE฀ ELECTORAL฀ PROCESS�฀ THE฀ SUPERVISION฀ OF฀ THE฀ BALLOTING฀ PROCESS�฀
4HEY฀HAD฀BEEN฀GIVEN฀THIS฀POWER฀IN฀�����฀AFTER฀A฀DECISION฀OF฀THE฀3UPREME฀
#ONSTITUTIONAL฀#OURT���฀5NTIL฀THEN�฀ONLY฀THE฀GENERAL฀POLLING฀STATIONS฀WHERE฀
THE฀ VOTE
COUNTING฀ TOOK฀ PLACE฀ WERE฀ PRESIDED฀ OVER฀ BY฀ JUDGES�฀ WHEREAS฀ THE฀
AUXILIARY฀STATIONS฀WHERE฀THE฀VOTING฀ITSELF฀WAS฀CONDUCTED฀WERE฀PRESIDED฀OVER฀
BY฀STATE฀EMPLOYEES�฀4HE฀JUDICIAL฀SUPERVISION฀OF฀BOTH฀KINDS฀OF฀POLLING฀STATIONS฀

��฀ 4HE฀,AW฀ON฀0RESIDENTIAL฀%LECTIONS฀ADOPTED฀IN฀����฀AND฀THE฀����฀,AW฀ON฀THE฀%XERCISE฀OF฀
0OLITICAL฀2IGHTS฀AS฀AMENDED฀ALLOW฀FOR฀NON
REGISTERED฀VOTERS฀TO฀VOTE฀IN฀ANY฀POLLING฀STATION�฀
WITH฀ AN฀ IDENTITY฀ CARD฀ AND฀ THEIR฀ VOTING฀ CARD�฀ )N฀ PRACTICE�฀ ACCORDING฀ TO฀ THE฀ REPORT฀ OF฀ THE฀
*UDGES฀#LUB฀ON฀THE฀PRESIDENTIAL฀ELECTIONS�฀MANY฀VOTERS฀HAD฀BEEN฀ABLE฀TO฀VOTE฀SEVERAL฀TIMES฀
IN฀DIFFERENT฀POLLING฀STATIONS฀WITH฀ONLY฀THEIR฀ IDENTITY฀CARD�฀4HE฀POOR฀QUALITY฀OF฀ THE฀WATER

RESISTANT฀INK฀ALLOWED฀THIS฀MULTIPLE฀VOTING�

��฀ 4HE฀*UDGES฀-AGAZINE฀AL
1UDAH�฀!UGUST฀���฀�����
��฀ 3UPREME฀#ONSTITUTIONAL฀#OURT�฀#ASE฀.O�฀������฀�฀*ULY฀�����฀#OLLECTION฀OF฀$ECISIONS�฀VOLUME฀

��฀P�฀���FF�
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DID฀NOT฀PREVENT฀ALL฀VOTE฀RIGGING�฀AND฀JUDGES฀THEMSELVES฀ACKNOWLEDGED฀THAT฀
THEY฀HAD฀NOT฀BEEN฀ABLE฀ TO฀PREVENT฀ALL฀ FRAUD฀AND฀ IRREGULARITIES฀ FROM฀TAKING฀
PLACE�฀(OWEVER�฀THE฀����฀AND฀����฀PARLIAMENTARY฀ELECTIONS฀WERE฀CONSIDERED฀
TO฀BE฀THE฀FAIREST฀OF฀THE฀PAST฀DECADES���

4HE฀ LEGAL฀ BASIS฀ FOR฀ JUDICIAL฀ SUPERVISION฀OF฀ THE฀ ELECTIONS฀WAS฀!RTICLE฀ ��฀
OF฀THE฀����฀%GYPTIAN฀CONSTITUTION�฀/N฀-ARCH฀���฀�����฀THAT฀PROVISION฀WAS฀
AMENDED�฀4HE฀ELECTION฀PROCESS฀WAS฀LIMITED฀TO฀A฀SINGLE฀DAY�฀RATHER฀THAN฀TAK

ING฀PLACE฀IN฀SEVERAL฀ROUNDS฀ON฀DIFFERENT฀DAYS�฀AS฀HAD฀BEEN฀THE฀CASE฀IN฀����฀
AND฀�����฀TO฀COMPENSATE฀FOR฀THE฀INSUFlCIENT฀NUMBER฀OF฀JUDGES�฀"ESIDES�฀THE฀
ELECTORAL฀PROCESS฀WAS฀PLACED฀UNDER฀THE฀SUPERVISION฀OF฀A฀HIGHER฀COMMISSION�฀
WHICH฀INCLUDED฀AMONG฀ITS฀MEMBERS฀CURRENT฀OR฀RETIRED฀JUDGES�฀4HE฀ESTABLISH

MENT฀OF฀A฀HIGHER฀COMMISSION฀TO฀SUPERVISE฀THE฀ELECTION฀PROCESS฀IS฀NOT฀NEW�฀
SINCE฀ THE฀ ����฀ ,AW฀ ON฀ THE฀ %XERCISE฀ OF฀ 0OLITICAL฀ 2IGHTS�฀ WHICH฀ REGULATES฀
PARLIAMENTARY฀ELECTIONS�฀HAD฀ALREADY฀BEEN฀AMENDED฀IN฀����฀TO฀PROVIDE฀FOR฀
THE฀CREATION฀OF฀AN฀ELECTORAL฀COMMISSION฀IN฀CHARGE฀OF฀SUPERVISING฀THE฀ENTIRE฀
ELECTORAL฀PROCESS�฀4HE฀NEW฀AMENDED฀CONSTITUTIONAL฀!RTICLE฀��฀ALSO฀STATES฀THAT฀
THE฀GENERAL฀COMMITTEES�฀IN฀CHARGE฀OF฀THE฀VOTE
COUNTING�฀SHALL฀BE฀COMPOSED฀
OF฀MEMBERS฀OF฀JUDICIAL฀BODIES�฀(OWEVER�฀THAT฀PROVISION฀IS฀SILENT฀REGARDING฀THE฀
COMPOSITION฀OF฀THE฀AUXILIARY฀COMMITTEES฀IN฀CHARGE฀OF฀SUPERVISING฀THE฀POLL

ING฀ITSELF�฀MEANING฀THEY฀CAN฀BE฀PRESIDED฀OVER฀BY฀STATE฀EMPLOYEES�฀AS฀HAD฀BEEN฀
THE฀CASE฀BEFORE฀�����

3TATE฀OFlCIALS฀ATTRIBUTED฀ THIS฀AMENDMENT฀ TO฀ THE฀GROWTH฀OF฀ THE฀NUMBER฀
OF฀VOTERS฀AND฀THE฀NEED฀TO฀ESTABLISH฀MORE฀AND฀MORE฀POLLING฀STATIONS�฀!NOTHER฀
ARGUMENT฀WAS฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀THE฀INVOLVEMENT฀OF฀JUDGES฀IN฀THE฀SUPERVISION฀OF฀
THE฀ELECTIONS฀CAME฀AT฀THE฀EXPENSE฀OF฀THEIR฀MAIN฀RESPONSIBILITY�฀WHICH฀IS฀SET

TLING฀JUDICIAL฀DISPUTES฀IN฀COURTS���฀!NOTHER฀JUSTIlCATION฀WAS฀THAT฀IT฀AIMED฀TO฀
PRESERVE฀THE฀DIGNITY฀OF฀JUDGES฀SINCE�฀DURING฀THE฀ELECTIONS฀OF฀�����฀SOME฀OF฀
THEM฀HAD฀BEEN฀VERBALLY฀INSULTED฀AND฀IN฀SOME฀CASES฀EVEN฀PHYSICALLY฀ABUSED฀
WHILE฀ATTEMPTING฀TO฀EXERCISE฀THEIR฀DUTIES฀AT฀THE฀POLLING฀STATIONS���฀)T฀WAS฀ALSO฀
UNDERLINED฀ THAT฀ JUDICIAL฀ SUPERVISION฀OF฀ BOTH฀ GENERAL฀ AND฀ AUXILIARY฀ POLLING฀
STATIONS฀HAD฀NOT฀PREVENTED฀VOTE
RIGGING฀FROM฀TAKING฀PLACE���

!HMED฀-EKKI�฀A฀VICE
PRESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION�฀DENIED฀THAT฀
THE฀DIGNITY฀OF฀ JUDGES฀HAD฀BEEN฀HARMED฀BY฀ THEIR฀ SUPERVISION฀OF฀ THE฀����฀
ELECTIONS�฀h1UITE฀THE฀OPPOSITE�฀WE฀WON฀THE฀SUPPORT฀OF฀THE฀PUBLIC฀DUE฀TO฀OUR฀

��฀ 3EE฀5.$0�฀HTTP���WWW�POGAR�ORG�COUNTRIES�ELECTIONS�ASP�CID���
��฀ 3EE฀FOR฀INSTANCE฀-UQBIL฀3HAKIR฀IN฀AL
$USTUR�฀*ANUARY฀���฀�����
��฀ 2UZ฀AL
9USUF�฀.OVEMBER฀���฀�����
��฀ -AJALLAT฀5KTUBIR�฀*ANUARY฀���฀�����฀3EE฀ALSO฀2UZ฀AL
9USUF�฀OP�CIT�
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STAND฀DURING฀THE฀ELECTORAL฀PROCESS�v��฀*UDGES฀ALSO฀SUGGESTED฀THAT฀THE฀NUMBER฀
OF฀AUXILIARY฀POLLING฀STATIONS฀COULD฀BE฀REDUCED฀AND฀INSISTED฀ON฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀
PARLIAMENTARY฀ ELECTIONS฀ONLY฀ TAKE฀PLACE฀ EVERY฀lVE฀YEARS฀ AND฀ THAT฀ JUDICIAL฀
SUPERVISION฀WOULD�฀THEREFORE�฀NOT฀HAVE฀SUCH฀SERIOUS฀NEGATIVE฀CONSEQUENCES฀
ON฀THE฀SPEED฀OF฀THE฀JUDICIAL฀PROCESS�฀-OREOVER�฀WHY฀NOT฀ORGANIZE฀THE฀ELEC

TIONS฀ON฀PUBLIC฀HOLIDAY฀OR฀DURING฀THE฀SUMMER฀JUDICIAL฀BREAK���฀/N฀-ARCH฀
���฀ �����฀ THE฀ DAY฀ OF฀ THE฀ CONSTITUTIONAL฀ REFERENDUM�฀ THE฀ *UDGES฀ #LUB฀ OF฀
!LEXANDRIA฀mEW฀ITS฀mAG฀AT฀HALF
MAST฀AND฀ITS฀0RESIDENT฀CALLED฀ON฀THE฀%GYPTIAN฀
PEOPLE฀TO฀WEAR฀BLACK฀ON฀THAT฀DAY฀TO฀MOURN฀DEMOCRACY���฀(E฀HIMSELF฀WORE฀
A฀BLACK฀TIE�

4HIS฀ CONSTITUTIONAL฀ AMENDMENT฀ HAS฀ DEPRIVED฀ JUDGES฀ OF฀ THE฀ ONE฀ BIG฀
WEAPON฀THEY฀HAD฀IN฀FACE฀OF฀THE฀REGIME�฀WHICH฀WAS฀THREATENING฀TO฀BOYCOTT฀
THE฀ SUPERVISION฀ OF฀ ELECTIONS�฀4HREATENING฀ TO฀ BOYCOTT฀ THE฀ SUPERVISION฀ OF฀
THE฀GENERAL฀COMMITTEES฀ONLY฀IS฀NOT฀EFFECTIVE�฀SINCE฀THE฀STATE฀WILL฀HAVE฀LITTLE฀
TROUBLE฀lNDING฀���฀OUT฀OF฀THE฀������฀MEMBERS฀OF฀JUDICIAL฀BODIES฀TO฀SIT฀IN฀
THE฀GENERAL฀POLLING฀STATIONS���฀(ISHAM฀AL
"ASTAWISI฀AGREES฀THAT฀hTHE฀AMEND

MENT฀WILL฀ALLOW฀THE฀GOVERNMENT฀TO฀ASK฀THE฀HELP฀OF฀JUDGES฀WHO฀ARE฀READY฀
TO฀LEND฀LEGITIMACY฀TO฀RIGGED฀ELECTIONS�v��฀3INCE฀THE฀AMENDMENT฀OF฀ARTICLE฀
��฀ WILL฀ LIMIT฀ JUDICIAL฀ SUPERVISION฀ OF฀ THE฀ ELECTIONS�฀ JUDGES฀ STARTED฀ CALLING฀
FOR฀ INTERNATIONAL฀ SUPERVISION฀ OF฀ THE฀ ELECTORAL฀ PROCESS�฀ THOUGH฀ THEY฀ WERE฀
PREVIOUSLY฀HOSTILE฀ TO฀ THIS�฀4HEY฀WERE฀ THEN฀ACCUSED฀OF฀UNDERMINING฀ STATE฀
SOVEREIGNTY���

&AILURE฀ TO฀ GET฀ FULL฀ JUDICIAL฀ INDEPENDENCE�฀ *UDGES฀ ALSO฀ FAILED฀ TO฀ GET฀ REAL฀
JUDICIAL฀ INDEPENDENCE�฀4HEIR฀ PROTEST฀MOVEMENT฀ ENDED฀UP฀BY฀PUSHING฀ THE฀
AUTHORITIES฀TO฀AMEND฀THE฀*UDICIAL฀!UTHORITY฀,AW฀.O�฀�������฀IN฀*UNE฀�����฀
BUT฀ THE฀AMENDMENTS฀WERE฀ FAR฀ FROM฀REACHING฀ THEIR฀EXPECTATIONS฀ �"ERNARD

-AUGIRON�฀����	�฀4HEY฀DID฀DIMINISH฀THE฀POWERS฀OF฀THE฀-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE฀
REGARDING฀COURT฀SUPERVISION฀OR฀THE฀RIGHT฀TO฀ADDRESS฀WARNINGS฀AND฀DISCIPLINING฀
JUDGES�฀AND฀ATTRIBUTED฀AN฀INDEPENDENT฀BUDGET฀TO฀THE฀JUDICIAL฀AUTHORITY�฀"UT฀
THE฀COMPOSITION฀OF฀THE฀3UPREME฀#OUNCIL฀OF฀THE฀*UDICIARY฀WAS฀NOT฀AMENDED฀
AND฀ITS฀SEVEN฀MEMBERS฀CONTINUE฀TO฀SIT฀EX
OFlCIO฀BECAUSE฀OF฀THE฀POSITION฀THEY฀

��฀ !L
!HRAM฀7EEKLY�฀*ANUARY฀��n���฀�����
��฀ #OUNSELOR฀ (USAYN฀@!BD
!LLAH�฀ FORMER฀ PRESIDENT฀ OF฀ THE฀ #OURT฀ OF฀!PPEAL�฀ 2UZ฀ AL
9USUF�฀

&EBRUARY฀��฀�����
��฀ !L
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀-ARCH฀��฀AND฀���฀�����
��฀ !HMED฀-EKKI�฀!L
!HRAM฀7EEKLY�฀*ANUARY฀��n���฀�����
��฀ )BID�
��฀ 3EE฀2UZ฀AL
9USUF�฀&EBRUARY฀��฀�����฀FOR฀A฀CRITICISM฀ON฀THIS฀NEW฀STANCE฀OF฀REFORMIST฀JUDGES�฀
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HOLD฀IN฀THE฀JUDICIAL฀HIERARCHY���฀-OREOVER�฀SOME฀OF฀THEM฀REMAIN฀APPOINTED฀
BY฀ A฀ DECISION฀OF฀ THE฀0RESIDENT฀ OF฀ THE฀2EPUBLIC�฀ LIKE฀ THE฀0RESIDENT฀ OF฀ THE฀
#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION฀AND฀THE฀0ROSECUTOR฀'ENERAL�

2EFORMIST฀JUDGES฀DEMANDED฀THAT฀THE฀0RESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION฀
BE฀SELECTED฀BY฀SECRET฀BALLOT฀BY฀THE฀GENERAL฀ASSEMBLY฀OF฀THAT฀COURT�฀4HEY฀ALSO฀
WANTED฀THAT฀THE฀JUDICIAL฀INSPECTION฀DEPARTMENT฀BE฀PLACED฀UNDER฀THE฀CONTROL฀
OF฀ THE฀3UPREME฀#OUNCIL฀OF฀ THE฀ *UDICIARY฀ AND฀NOT฀ THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀ *USTICE�฀
4HIS฀DEPARTMENT�฀IN฀CHARGE฀OF฀PROCEEDING฀WITH฀THE฀TECHNICAL฀EVALUATION฀OF฀
JUDGES฀AND฀PRESIDENTS฀OF฀COURTS฀OF฀lRST฀INSTANCE�฀AS฀WELL฀AS฀MEMBERS฀OF฀THE฀
PROSECUTION�฀ PREPARES฀ THE฀ ANNUAL฀ JUDICIAL฀hMOVEMENTv฀PROJECT฀ �ROTATION฀OF฀
JUDGES	�฀4HE฀FACT฀THAT฀THIS฀DEPARTMENT฀IS฀UNDER฀THE฀CONTROL฀OF฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀
*USTICE฀LEAVES฀THE฀DOOR฀OPEN฀TO฀POSSIBLE฀ABUSES�฀SINCE฀A฀JUDGE฀WHO฀WAS฀SOME

WHAT฀RETICENT฀TOWARD฀MINISTERIAL฀INSTRUCTIONS฀WOULD฀RISK฀A฀NEGATIVE฀EVALUA

TION฀THAT฀MIGHT฀HAVE฀HARMFUL฀CONSEQUENCES฀ON฀HIS฀CARRIER�

*UDGES฀WOULD฀HAVE฀EQUALLY฀WISHED฀TO฀REFORM฀THE฀CONDITIONS฀OF฀TEMPO

RARY฀ ASSIGNMENT฀ AND฀ SECONDMENT฀ THAT฀ THEY฀CONSIDER฀ AS฀UNDERMINING฀ THEIR฀
INDEPENDENCE�฀/NE฀ OF฀ THE฀MEANS฀ TO฀ SANCTION฀ AN฀ INTRACTABLE฀ JUDGE฀WOULD฀
BE฀ TO฀ TRANSFER฀ HIM฀ TO฀ NON
JUDICIAL฀ FUNCTIONS�฀ )NVERSELY�฀ ONE฀ OF฀ THE฀ MEANS฀
OF฀THANKING฀A฀JUDGE฀PARTICULARLY฀COMPLACENT฀WITH฀THE฀REGIME฀WOULD฀BE฀TO฀
NOMINATE฀HIM฀TO฀ADMINISTRATIVE฀FUNCTIONS฀IN฀A฀MINISTRY�฀WHERE฀HIS฀SALARY฀WILL฀
BE฀FAR฀ABOVE฀THAT฀OF฀HIS฀COLLEAGUES฀WORKING฀IN฀COURTS�฀2ETURNING฀TO฀JUDICIAL฀
FUNCTIONS�฀SUCH฀A฀JUDGE฀WOULD฀SUPPORT�฀QUITE฀OFTEN�฀THE฀BEST฀INTERESTS฀OF฀THE฀
MINISTRY฀WHERE฀HE฀HAD฀SERVED฀FOR฀LONG�฀3IMILARLY�฀JUDGES฀CAN฀BE฀SECONDED฀TO฀
A฀FOREIGN฀GOVERNMENT฀OR฀AN฀INTERNATIONAL฀ORGANIZATION���฀7ORKING฀IN฀A฀FOR

EIGN฀COUNTRY�฀PARTICULARLY฀THE฀'ULF฀COUNTRIES�฀IS฀VERY฀LUCRATIVE฀FOR฀%GYPTIAN฀
JUDGES฀WHOSE฀ STIPENDS฀ ARE฀ LOW�฀!฀ JUDGE฀ IN฀ THE฀%MIRATES�฀ FOR฀ INSTANCE�฀WILL฀
EARN฀IN฀ONE฀MONTH฀WHAT฀HE฀WOULD฀GET฀IN฀ONE฀YEAR฀IN฀%GYPT�฀4HESE฀ASSIGN

MENTS฀WOULD฀ BE฀ DISTRIBUTED฀ TO฀ JUDGES฀ IN฀ RETURN฀ FOR฀ COMPLIANCE฀WITH฀ THE฀
INTERESTS฀OF฀THE฀REGIME���

4HE฀INDEPENDENCE฀AND฀AUTONOMY฀OF฀JUDGES฀ALSO฀ASSUMES฀THE฀ABSENCE฀OF฀
INTERNAL฀PRESSURES฀IN฀DECISION
MAKING�฀2ESPECT฀FOR฀SUCH฀A฀PRINCIPLE฀REQUIRES฀

��฀ !CCORDING฀TO฀ARTICLE฀��฀B฀OF฀THE฀,AW฀OF฀�����฀AS฀AMENDED฀IN฀�����฀THIS฀COUNCIL฀IS฀COMPOSED฀
OF฀ THE฀0RESIDENT฀OF฀ THE฀#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION�฀ THE฀0RESIDENT฀OF฀#AIRO฀#OURT฀OF฀!PPEAL�฀ THE฀
0ROSECUTOR฀'ENERAL�฀THE฀TWO฀MOST฀SENIOR฀VICE
PRESIDENTS฀OF฀THE฀#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION฀AND฀THE฀
TWO฀MOST฀SENIOR฀VICE
PRESIDENTS฀OF฀THE฀#OURTS฀OF฀!PPEAL�

��฀ 4HESE฀ ASSIGNMENTS฀ ARE฀ DETERMINED฀ BY฀ THE฀ 0RESIDENT฀ OF฀ THE฀ 2EPUBLIC�฀ WITH฀ THE฀ ADVISORY฀
OPINION฀OF฀THE฀GENERAL฀ASSEMBLY฀OF฀THE฀COURT฀TO฀WHICH฀THE฀JUDGE฀BELONGS฀OR฀OF฀THE฀0ROSECUTOR฀
'ENERAL฀AND฀WITH฀THE฀AGREEMENT฀OF฀THE฀3UPREME฀#OUNCIL฀OF฀THE฀*UDICIARY�

��฀ !L
$USTUR�฀-AY฀���฀�����
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GUARANTEES฀OF฀AUTONOMY฀VIS
Ì
VIS฀THE฀HIERARCHY�฀PARTICULARLY฀COURT฀PRESIDENTS�฀
"ESIDES฀ADDRESSING฀WARNINGS฀TO฀JUDGES฀UNDER฀THEIR฀JURISDICTION�฀COURT฀PRESI

DENTS฀ CAN฀PROPOSE฀ THAT฀ THE฀0ROSECUTOR฀'ENERAL฀ INITIATE฀DISCIPLINARY฀ ACTION฀
AGAINST฀THEM�฀-OREOVER�฀WHILE฀,AW฀�������฀ENTRUSTED฀THE฀COMPOSITION฀OF฀
THE฀DIFFERENT฀CIRCUITS฀AND฀THE฀ALLOCATION฀OF฀JUDICIAL฀MATTERS฀AMONG฀THEM฀TO฀
THE฀ AENERAL฀ ASSEMBLY฀ OF฀ THE฀ COURT�฀ THAT฀ SAME฀ LAW฀ AUTHORIZES฀ THE฀ ASSEMBLY฀
TO฀DELEGATE฀ALL฀OR฀PART฀OF฀ITS฀POWERS฀TO฀ITS฀PRESIDENT�฀)N฀PRACTICE�฀ALL฀GENERAL฀
ASSEMBLIES฀ OF฀ ALL฀ COURTS�฀ REGARDLESS฀ OF฀ THEIR฀ DEGREES�฀ EXTEND฀ EVERY฀ YEAR฀ AN฀
ABSOLUTE฀DELEGATION฀OF฀AUTHORITY฀TO฀THEIR฀PRESIDENTS�฀DELEGATING฀FUNDAMENTAL฀
ATTRIBUTIONS�฀SUCH฀AS฀THE฀COMPOSITION฀OF฀CIRCUITS฀AND฀THE฀DISTRIBUTION฀OF฀CASES฀
AMONG฀THEM�฀!CCORDING฀TO฀JUDGES�฀THIS฀ALLOWS฀THE฀ASSIGNMENT฀OF฀A฀SPECIlC฀
JUDGE฀TO฀DECIDE฀ON฀A฀SPECIlC฀CASE�฀WHILE฀THE฀DISTRIBUTION฀OF฀CASES฀SHOULD฀BE฀
MANDATED฀ACCORDING฀TO฀GENERAL฀AND฀ABSTRACT฀RULES�

4HE฀EXECUTIVE฀AUTHORITY฀KEEPS฀THE฀MEANS฀TO฀INmUENCE฀THE฀AFFAIRS฀OF฀THE฀
JUDICIARY�฀EITHER฀THROUGH฀THE฀0RESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀3TATE฀WHO฀NOMINATES฀BOTH฀THE฀
0ROSECUTOR฀'ENERAL฀AND฀THE฀0RESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION�฀SIGNS฀THE฀
DECISIONS฀OF฀NOMINATION฀AND฀PROMOTION฀OF฀JUDGES�฀SELECTS฀JUDGES฀WHO฀WILL฀
BE฀COMMISSIONED฀ABROAD฀OR฀ASSIGNED฀TO฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀*USTICE�฀OR฀THROUGH฀
THE฀-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE฀WHO฀APPOINTS฀THE฀PRESIDENTS฀OF฀COURTS฀OF฀lRST฀INSTANCE�฀
SELECTS฀ THE฀ MEMBERS฀ OF฀ THE฀ *UDICIAL฀ )NSPECTION฀ $EPARTMENT�฀ INTRODUCES฀
REQUESTS฀FOR฀RETIREMENT฀OR฀TRANSFER฀TO฀NON
JUDICIAL฀FUNCTIONS�

!TTEMPTS฀ TO฀ ISOLATE฀ THE฀#AIRO฀ *UDGES฀#LUB฀AND฀ REFORMIST฀ JUDGES�฀
4HE฀RELATIONSHIP฀BETWEEN฀THE฀CURRENT฀�����	฀-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE�฀-AMDUH฀
-AR@I�฀ AND฀ THE฀ *UDGES฀ #LUB฀ HAS฀ NEVER฀ BEEN฀ FRIENDLY�฀ )T฀ DATES฀ BACK฀ TO฀ THE฀
TIME฀OF฀THE฀PRESIDENTIAL฀ELECTION฀COMMISSION�฀WHEN฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀STRONGLY฀
CRITICIZED฀DECISIONS฀FRAMING฀THE฀RULES฀OF฀THE฀ELECTORAL฀PROCESS฀TAKEN฀BY฀THAT฀
BODY฀AND฀BY฀ITS฀PRESIDENT�฀7HEN฀THAT฀LATTER฀WAS฀APPOINTED฀NEW฀-INISTER฀OF฀
*USTICE฀IN฀!UGUST฀�����฀THIS฀DECISION฀WAS฀CONSIDERED฀BY฀JUDGES฀AS฀A฀WAY฀TO฀
REWARD฀HIM฀FOR฀HIS฀STANCE฀DURING฀THE฀PRESIDENTIAL฀ELECTIONS���

!FTER฀HE฀BECAME฀MINISTER�฀-AMDUH฀-AR@I฀ TOTALLY฀ REFUSED฀ ANY฀DIALOGUE฀
WITH฀THE฀#AIRO฀#LUB���฀ANY฀VISIT฀TO฀ITS฀PREMISES���฀OR฀INVITATION฀IN฀THE฀MIN

ISTRY���฀(E฀DID฀NOT฀RESPOND฀TO฀ANY฀OF฀THEIR฀MEMOS�฀4HE฀#AIRO฀#LUB�฀WHICH฀

��฀ 3EE฀FOR฀INSTANCE฀(ISHAM฀AL
"ASTAWISI฀IN฀AL
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀*ANUARY฀���฀�����
��฀ 4HOUGH฀HE฀HAS฀VISITED฀SEVERAL฀REGIONAL฀JUDGES฀CLUBS�
��฀฀(E฀EVEN฀REFUSED฀AN฀INVITATION฀FOR฀AN฀IFTAR฀DURING฀2AMADAN�฀STATING฀THAT฀HE฀NEVER฀EATS฀OUT฀OF฀

HIS฀HOME฀�AL
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀/CTOBER฀���฀����	�
��฀ !L
@!RABI�฀*UNE฀���฀�����
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HAD฀BEEN฀AT฀THE฀FOREFRONT฀OF฀THE฀STRUGGLE฀FOR฀ELECTORAL฀TRANSPARENCY�฀AND฀ITS฀
REFORMIST฀JUDGES฀HAVE฀STARTED฀PAYING฀THE฀PRICE฀FOR฀THEIR฀ACTIVISM�

A	฀#UTTING฀OFF฀FUNDING฀FOR฀THE฀CLUBS�฀)N฀�����฀THE฀-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE฀
SUSPENDED฀THE฀ANNUAL฀lNANCIAL฀SUBSIDY฀THE฀MINISTRY฀USED฀TO฀PAY฀TO฀THE฀JUDGES฀
CLUBS฀AND฀WHICH฀WAS฀CONSIDERED฀THEIR฀MAIN฀SOURCE฀OF฀FUNDING���

!CCORDING฀TO฀THE฀lRST฀COUNSELOR฀OF฀THE฀MINISTER�฀THE฀FREEZING฀OF฀THIS฀GRANT฀
WAS฀ DUE฀ TO฀ THE฀ FACT฀ THAT฀ THERE฀ WAS฀ NO฀ EXPLICIT฀ LINE฀ IN฀ THE฀ BUDGET฀ OF฀ THE฀
-INISTER฀OF฀&INANCE฀ALLOCATED฀ TO฀ JUDGES฀CLUBS�฀4HE฀MINISTER฀WANTED฀ TO฀DO฀
WHAT฀WAS฀RIGHT฀AND฀NOT฀WHAT฀USED฀TO฀BE฀FOLLOWED฀IN฀THE฀PAST���

4HE฀BOARD฀OF฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀HAS฀PROTESTED฀THIS฀SUSPENSION฀OF฀THEIR฀lNAN

CIAL฀GRANT�฀ )N฀ORDER฀ TO฀BE฀ABLE฀ TO฀CONTINUE฀ TO฀PROVIDE฀BASIC฀ SERVICES฀ TO฀ ITS฀
MEMBERS฀ AND฀ PAY฀ OVERDUE฀ BILLS�฀ IT฀ DECIDED฀ IN฀ /CTOBER฀ ����฀ TO฀ RAISE฀ THE฀
MONTHLY฀MEMBERSHIP฀FEE฀FROM฀LE�฀TO฀LE�����฀

"ESIDES�฀ IN฀$ECEMBER฀�����฀THE฀#ENTRAL฀!UDITING฀!GENCY฀WAS฀ASKED฀TO฀
AUDIT฀ THE฀ ANNUAL฀ BUDGETS฀ OF฀ ALL฀ CLUBS฀ SINCE฀ �����฀4HE฀ #AIRO฀ *UDGES฀ #LUB฀
SUGGESTED฀ THAT฀ THE฀AUDIT฀BE฀EXTENDED฀ TO฀ INCLUDE฀BUDGETS฀ SINCE฀�����฀AFTER฀
-UQBIL฀3HAKIR฀BECAME฀PRESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀#LUB���฀(ISHAM฀AL
"ASTAWISI฀WON

DERED฀WHY฀SUCH฀A฀CONTROL฀WAS฀DECIDED฀AT฀THAT฀PARTICULAR฀TIME฀AFTER฀��฀YEARS฀
OF฀INTERRUPTION�฀&OR฀HIM�฀IT฀WAS฀A฀FABRICATED฀CONTROL฀AND฀A฀LINK฀IN฀THE฀CHAIN฀
OF฀INTERVENTION฀IN฀THE฀AFFAIRS฀OF฀JUDICIARY���฀!FTER฀A฀FEW฀WEEKS฀OF฀TENSION�฀ALL฀
CLUBS฀lNALLY฀ACCEPTED฀TO฀COOPERATE฀WITH฀THAT฀AGENCY���

B	฀$ISCREDITING฀ REFORMIST฀ JUDGES�฀2EFORMIST฀ JUDGES฀ ARE฀ REGULARLY฀PRE

SENTED฀AS฀BEING฀INlLTRATED฀BY฀THE฀-USLIM฀"ROTHERHOOD���฀4HIS฀MAY฀BE฀DUE฀
TO฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀IN฀MOST฀OF฀THE฀CONSTITUENCIES฀WHERE฀JUDGES฀REPORTED฀FRAUDU

LENT฀PRACTICES�฀A฀CANDIDATE฀OF฀THE฀-USLIM฀"ROTHERHOOD฀WAS฀DEFEATED฀BY฀THE฀

��฀ !CCORDING฀TO฀:AKARIYA฀@!BD฀AL
@!ZIZ�฀0RESIDENT฀OF฀#AIRO฀*UDGES฀#LUB�฀NO฀lNANCIAL฀SUBSIDY฀
WAS฀RECEIVED฀FROM฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀*USTICE฀AFTER฀/CTOBER฀����฀�AL
$USTUR�฀!PRIL฀���฀����	�

��฀ 2UZ฀AL
9USUF�฀*UNE฀���฀�����
��฀ !L
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀/CTOBER฀���฀�����฀3EE฀ALSO฀.AHDAT฀-ISR�฀.OVEMBER฀�n��฀�����
��฀ !L
@!RABI�฀$ECEMBER฀��฀�����
��฀ !L
7AFD�฀$ECEMBER฀���฀�����
��฀ !L
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀$ECEMBER฀���฀�����฀3EE฀ALSO฀AL
!HALI�฀$ECEMBER฀���฀�����
��฀ 3EE�฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀AN฀INTERVIEW฀WITH฀#OUNSELOR฀-AHMUD฀3ADIQ฀"URHAN�฀FORMER฀HEAD฀OF฀THE฀

*UDGES฀#LUB฀IN฀-ANSOURA�฀IN฀AL
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀-AY฀��฀�����฀-AHMUD฀AL
+HUDEYRI฀DECIDED฀
TO฀COMPLAIN฀BEFORE฀THE฀PUBLIC฀PROSECUTION฀AGAINST฀SUCH฀AN฀ACCUSATION�฀3EE฀AL
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀
-AY฀���฀�����
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CANDIDATE฀OF฀THE฀.ATIONAL฀$EMOCRATIC฀0ARTY�฀&OR฀INSTANCE�฀A฀FEW฀DAYS฀AFTER฀
.OHA฀AL
:INI�฀A฀MEMBER฀OF฀THE฀ADMINISTRATIVE฀PROSECUTION�฀DENOUNCED฀IN฀AL

-ASRY฀AL
9OUM฀THE฀VOTE฀RIGGING฀SHE฀HAD฀WITNESSED฀IN฀THE฀CONSTITUENCY฀WHERE฀
SHE฀WAS฀SUPERVISING฀THE฀ELECTIONS���฀2UZ฀AL
9USUF฀ACCUSED฀HER฀OF฀HAVING฀CLOSE฀
MEMBERS฀ OF฀ HER฀ FAMILY฀ BELONG฀ TO฀ THE฀-USLIM฀"ROTHERHOOD�฀ )N฀ &EBRUARY฀
�����฀ RUMORS฀ SPREAD฀ACCORDING฀ TO฀WHICH฀-AHMUD฀AL
+HUDEYRI�฀0RESIDENT฀
OF฀ THE฀!LEXANDRIA฀ *UDGES฀#LUB�฀WAS฀ A฀ CANDIDATE฀ TO฀ THE฀POSITION฀OF฀'UIDE฀
OF฀ THE฀ -USLIM฀ "ROTHERHOOD�฀ (E฀ DENIED฀ HAVING฀ RELATIONS฀ WITH฀ THEM฀ AND฀
ACCUSED฀THE฀SECURITY฀SERVICES฀OF฀HAVING฀FABRICATED฀SUCH฀RUMORS���฀!T฀THE฀END฀
OF฀!UGUST฀�����฀THE฀EDITOR฀IN฀CHIEF฀OF฀AL
'UMHURIYA฀PUBLISHED฀AN฀ARTICLE฀ENTI

TLED฀h$ETAILS฀OF฀THE฀0ROJECT฀OF฀THE฀"ROTHERHOOD฀TO฀)NlLTRATE฀THE฀*UDICIARY฀AND฀
/VERTHROW฀THE฀-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE�v฀IN฀WHICH฀HE฀GAVE฀DETAILS฀ABOUT฀A฀PRIVATE฀
MEETING฀BETWEEN฀LEADERS฀OF฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀AND฀THE฀PRESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀*UDGES฀
#LUB฀OF฀THE฀3TATE฀#OUNCIL���฀4HE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀CALLED฀ON฀A฀LAWYER฀TO฀STUDY฀ALL฀
LEGAL฀MEASURES฀THAT฀COULD฀BE฀TAKEN฀AGAINST฀THAT฀JOURNALIST฀FOR฀HAVING฀DEFAMED฀
THEM���฀)N฀AN฀INTERVIEW฀TO฀AL
@!RABI฀IN฀*UNE฀�����฀A฀JOURNALIST฀ASKED฀!HMED฀
-EKKI฀WHETHER฀OR฀NOT฀HE฀WAS฀A฀MEMBER฀OF฀THE฀"ROTHERHOOD�฀-EKKI฀REPLIED฀
BY฀ASKING฀WHY฀BEING฀A฀-USLIM฀SHOULD฀MAKE฀HIM฀BELONG฀TO฀THEM�

%GYPTIAN฀ JUDGES�฀ LIKE฀ JUDGES฀ IN฀GENERAL�฀ARE฀CONSERVATIVE�฀/N฀THE฀OPEN

ING฀OF฀THE฀GENERAL฀ASSEMBLY฀OF฀THE฀CLUB฀IN฀.OVEMBER฀�����฀JUDGES฀PRAYED฀
TOGETHER฀IN฀PUBLIC���฀$OES฀THIS฀MEAN฀THEY฀BELONG฀TO฀THE฀-USLIM฀"ROTHERHOOD฀
AND฀FOLLOW฀THEIR฀IDEOLOGY฀AND฀PROGRAMS�฀3OME฀OF฀THE฀REFORMIST฀JUDGES�฀LIKE฀
-AHMUD฀AL
+HUDEYRI฀OR฀!HMED฀-EKKI�฀A฀VICE
PRESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀#OURT฀OF฀
#ASSATION�฀FOR฀INSTANCE�฀OFTEN฀REFER฀IN฀THEIR฀INTERVIEWS฀OR฀ARTICLES฀TO฀1UR�ANIC฀
VERSES฀OR฀HADITHS�฀!HMED฀-EKKI฀ACKNOWLEDGED฀HIS฀CONVICTION฀THAT฀ANY฀SOLU

TION฀ �HAL	฀ THAT฀WOULD฀NOT฀ RESPECT฀ THE฀MAIN฀PRINCIPLES฀OF฀ )SLAM฀WOULD฀END฀
IN฀FAILURE�฀(OWEVER�฀HE฀ADDED฀THAT฀-USLIMS฀WOULD฀REMAIN฀UNDERDEVELOPED฀

��฀ 3EE฀AL
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀-AY฀���฀�����
��฀ !L
&AJR�฀&EBRUARY฀���฀�����
��฀ !L
'UMHURIYA�฀!UGUST฀���฀�����฀4HE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀OF฀THE฀3TATE฀#OUNCIL�฀THAT฀HAD฀REMAINED฀

FOR฀LONG฀AWAY฀FROM฀THE฀CONmICT�฀ENTERED฀IN฀A฀CONFRONTATION฀WITH฀THE฀-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE฀IN฀
�����฀FEELING฀OUTRAGED฀BY฀SOME฀OF฀HIS฀STATEMENTS฀AND฀ACCUSING฀HIM฀OF฀NOT฀ENFORCING฀COURT฀
DECISIONS�

��฀ !L
"ADIL�฀3EPTEMBER฀���฀�����฀!HMED฀-EKKI฀DEEMS฀ SUCH฀A฀COMPLAINT฀USELESS฀BECAUSE฀OF฀
THE฀PARLIAMENTARY฀ IMMUNITY฀ ENJOYED฀BY฀ THAT฀ EDITOR฀ IN฀ CHIEF�฀WHO฀WAS฀ APPOINTED฀BY฀ THE฀
0RESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀2EPUBLIC฀IN฀THE฀#ONSULTATIVE฀#OUNCIL฀IN฀*UNE฀����฀�AL
"ADIL�฀3EPTEMBER฀
���฀ ����	�฀ &OR฀-EKKI�฀ THIS฀ ARTICLE฀WAS฀WRITTEN฀ IN฀ RETURN฀ FOR฀ THIS฀ APPOINTMENT฀ �AL
$USTUR�฀
3EPTEMBER฀���฀����	�

��฀ 3EE฀THE฀PICTURE฀ON฀THE฀FRONT฀PAGE฀OF฀AL
7AFD�฀.OVEMBER฀���฀�����
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IF฀THEY฀DID฀NOT฀ADOPT฀THE฀FOUNDATIONS฀OF฀THE฀MODERN฀STATE�฀DESCRIBING฀4ONY฀
"LAIR�S฀'REAT฀"RITAIN฀AS฀THE฀CLOSEST฀REGIME฀TO฀THAT฀ESTABLISHED฀BY฀THE฀0ROPHET฀
-UHAMMAD���฀

*UDGES฀ ARE฀ CONSERVATIVE฀ AND฀ SOME฀ OF฀ THEM฀ ARE฀ CERTAINLY฀ INmUENCED฀ BY฀
THE฀ )SLAMIST฀ IDEOLOGY�฀BUT฀ IS฀NOT฀%GYPTIAN฀ SOCIETY฀ AS฀ A฀WHOLE฀ CONSERVATIVE฀
AND฀ INmUENCED฀BY฀ THIS฀ IDEOLOGY�฀7HY฀SHOULD฀ JUDGES฀NOT฀ REmECT฀ THE฀MAIN฀
TRENDS฀OF฀THEIR฀SOCIETY�฀*UDGES฀GOT฀THE฀SUPPORT฀OF฀-USLIM฀"ROTHERHOOD฀IN฀
THEIR฀ STRUGGLE฀ AGAINST฀ THE฀ EXECUTIVE฀ POWER�฀ BUT฀ THEY฀ WERE฀ ALSO฀ SUPPORTED฀
BY฀.'/S�฀ TRADE฀ UNIONS�฀ AND฀ OPPOSITION฀ PARTIES�฀"ESIDES�฀ IF฀ THERE฀WAS฀ ANY฀
PROOF฀THAT฀SOME฀OF฀THE฀LEADERS฀OF฀THE฀REFORMIST฀JUDGES฀BELONG฀TO฀THE฀-USLIM฀
"ROTHERHOOD�฀WOULD฀NOT฀THE฀SECURITY฀FORCES฀SHOW฀IT฀IN฀PUBLIC�฀*UDGES฀ACCUSE฀
THE฀GOVERNMENT฀OF฀ SPREADING฀ FALSE฀ RUMORS฀ TO฀ TARNISH฀ THEIR฀ REPUTATION฀ AND฀
DIVERT฀THEM฀FROM฀THEIR฀MAIN฀CONCERNS���

/THER฀ REFORMIST฀ JUDGES�฀ AND฀EVEN฀ SOMETIMES฀ THE฀ SAME฀ONES฀ ACCUSED฀OF฀
)SLAMIST฀ TENDENCIES�฀ ALSO฀ REFER฀ TO฀ NATIONALIST฀ VALUES�฀ MAINTAINING฀ THAT฀ THEIR฀
ACTION฀ONLY฀AIMS฀AT฀THE฀RESPECT฀OF฀THE฀LEGITIMATE฀WILL฀OF฀THE฀%GYPTIAN฀PEO

PLE฀ AND฀ ITS฀ RIGHT฀ TO฀ ENJOY฀ TRANSPARENT฀ ELECTIONS฀ AND฀ HAVE฀ AN฀ INDEPENDENT฀
JUDICIAL฀ SYSTEM�฀(ISHAM฀ AL
"ASTAWISI�฀ ANOTHER฀ VICE
PRESIDENT฀ OF฀ THE฀#OURT฀
OF฀ #ASSATION�฀ IN฀ PARTICULAR�฀ CONSTANTLY฀ CALLS฀ UPON฀ THE฀ PEOPLE฀ AND฀ REFERS฀ TO฀
THE฀POPULAR฀SUPPORT฀JUDGES฀RECEIVED฀DURING฀THEIR฀PROTEST฀ACTIONS�฀2EFORMIST฀
JUDGES฀ALSO฀BASED฀THEIR฀STRUGGLE฀FOR฀REAL฀JUDICIAL฀INDEPENDENCE฀ON฀THE฀MOD

ERN฀PRINCIPLE฀OF฀SEPARATION฀OF฀POWERS�฀3OME฀OFTEN฀ALSO฀INVOKE฀HUMAN฀RIGHTS฀
AND฀THE฀RIGHT฀TO฀A฀FAIR฀TRIAL฀OR฀FREEDOM฀OF฀ASSOCIATION�฀!LTHOUGH฀UNITED฀IN฀THE฀
DEFENSE฀OF฀ THE฀ SAME฀ FUNDAMENTAL฀VALUES�฀ JUDGES฀ STILL฀ CONSTITUTE฀ A฀GROUP฀OF฀
INDIVIDUALS฀DRIVEN฀BY฀PERSONAL฀MOTIVATIONS�฀RELIGIOUS฀OR฀OTHER�

4HE฀OVERDUE฀APPOINTMENT฀OF฀WOMEN฀ JUDGES฀ THAT฀lNALLY฀ TOOK฀PLACE฀ IN฀
����฀AFTER฀YEARS฀OF฀ STRUGGLE฀OF฀ FEMINIST฀GROUPS฀AND฀ INTERNATIONAL฀PRESSURE฀
WAS฀ CRITICIZED฀ BY฀ JUDGES�฀ IN฀ PARTICULAR฀ BECAUSE฀ THEY฀ WERE฀ NOT฀ CONSULTED฀
BEFOREHAND���฀4HE฀PRESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀ADDED฀THAT฀HE฀WAS฀AGAINST฀
THIS฀DECISION฀AT฀THIS฀PARTICULAR฀TIME฀SINCE฀IT฀WAS฀NOT฀THE฀MOST฀PRESSING฀ISSUE฀
IN฀ COMPARISON฀WITH฀ THE฀ CLAIMS฀OF฀ JUDGES���฀!CCORDING฀ TO฀!HMED฀-EKKI�฀
hTHE฀ TIMING฀OF฀ THE฀ RAISING฀OF฀ THIS฀ ISSUE฀ IS฀ AN฀ATTEMPT฀ TO฀DIVERT฀ THE฀ATTEN

TION฀OF฀JUDGES฀AWAY฀FROM฀THEIR฀BATTLE฀FOR฀REFORM฀AND฀FOR฀COMPLETE฀JUDICIAL฀
SUPERVISION฀OF฀ELECTIONS�฀!PPOINTING฀WOMEN฀AS฀JUDGES฀WILL฀NOT฀OFFER฀SOLU

TIONS฀TO฀THE฀PROBLEMS฀FACING฀THE฀JUDICIARY฀BUT฀IT฀WILL฀HELP฀THE฀STATE฀REDIRECT฀

��฀ !L
!RABI�฀*UNE฀���฀�����
��฀ !L
$USTUR�฀3EPTEMBER฀���฀�����
��฀ !L
@!RABI�฀$ECEMBER฀��฀�����฀3EE฀ALSO฀AL
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀$ECEMBER฀��฀�����
��฀ !L
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀.OVEMBER฀���฀�����
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ITS฀OWN฀CONFRONTATION฀WITH฀JUDGES฀INTO฀A฀SUPERlCIAL฀CONmICT฀BETWEEN฀MALE฀
AND฀FEMALE฀JUDGES�v��

:AKARIYA฀@!BD฀AL
@!ZIZ฀ADDED฀THAT฀THE฀%GYPTIAN฀SOCIETY฀WAS฀NOT฀READY฀YET฀
FOR฀THE฀APPOINTMENT฀OF฀FEMALE฀JUDGES���฀4HIS฀STAND฀SHOWED฀THE฀CONSERVATISM฀
OF฀THOSE฀OTHERWISE฀REFORMIST฀JUDGES฀AND฀FUELED฀CRITICISM฀AGAINST฀THEM฀FROM฀
CIVIL฀ SOCIETY฀ORGANIZATIONS฀ THAT฀HAD฀ SO฀ FAR฀ STOOD฀BESIDE฀ THEM���฀!CCORDING฀
TO฀SOME฀OBSERVERS�฀THE฀GOVERNMENT฀USED฀THE฀NOMINATION฀OF฀FEMALE฀JUDGES฀
TO฀CREATE฀INTERNAL฀DIVISIONS฀WITHIN฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀AND฀DEPRIVE฀IT฀OF฀.'/S฀
SUPPORT���฀ )N฀ -ARCH฀ �����฀ THE฀ PRESIDENT฀ OF฀ THE฀ *UDGES฀ #LUB฀ OF฀ THE฀ 3TATE฀
#OUNCIL฀ALSO฀OPPOSED฀THE฀NOMINATION฀OF฀FEMALE฀JUDGES�฀FOR฀MAINLY฀RELIGIOUS฀
AND฀SOCIAL฀REASONS���฀(E฀TOO฀WAS฀CRITICIZED฀BY฀HUMAN฀RIGHTS฀DEFENDERS���฀

!S฀.AGUI฀$ARBALA�฀ A฀ VICE
PRESIDENT฀OF฀ THE฀#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION฀POINTED฀
OUT�฀JUDGES฀WERE฀ACCUSED฀OF฀HAVING฀:IONIST฀TENDENCIES฀WHEN฀THEY฀PLANNED฀
TO฀RECEIVE฀A฀DELEGATION฀OF฀(UMAN฀2IGHTS฀7ATCH�฀4HEN�฀THEY฀WERE฀ACCUSED฀
OF฀THEIR฀AFlLIATION฀WITH฀THE฀-USLIM฀"ROTHERHOOD฀WHEN฀THE฀LATTER฀SUPPORTED฀
THE฀DRAFT฀AMENDMENT฀OF฀ THE฀,AW฀ON฀THE฀*UDICIARY฀PREPARED฀BY฀THE฀*UDGES฀
#LUB�฀,ATER�฀THEY฀WERE฀ACCUSED฀OF฀BEING฀PRO
!MERICAN฀WHEN฀A฀DELEGATION฀
OF฀THE฀#ONGRESS฀ASKED฀TO฀MEET฀WITH฀THEM�฀!FTER฀THIS�฀THEY฀WERE฀ACCUSED฀OF฀
HAVING฀MADE฀A฀DEAL฀WITH฀ THE฀GOVERNMENT฀WHEN฀ THE฀ LAW฀ON฀ THE฀ JUDICIARY฀
WAS฀AMENDED�฀AND฀lNALLY�฀THEY฀WERE฀ACCUSED฀OF฀BEING฀EXTREMIST฀WHEN฀THEY฀
PUBLISHED฀A฀PRESS฀RELEASE฀CONDEMNING฀THE฀ATTACK฀ON฀)RAQ���

C	฀!LTERNATIVE฀SERVICES�฀4HE฀-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE฀BEGAN฀TO฀ESTABLISH฀PARAL

LEL฀ORGANIZATIONS฀TO฀THE฀JUDGES฀CLUBS฀THAT฀OFFER฀SIMILAR฀SERVICES฀TO฀JUDGES�฀IN฀
WHAT฀ SOME฀CONSIDERED฀ AS฀ AN฀ ATTEMPT฀ TO฀UNDERMINE฀ THE฀ ROLE฀OF฀ THE฀ CLUBS�฀
3INCE฀/CTOBER฀�����฀OFlCES฀HAVE฀BEEN฀ESTABLISHED฀ IN฀EACH฀#OURT฀OF฀&IRST฀
)NSTANCE฀TO฀PROVIDE฀HEALTH฀AND฀SOCIAL฀SERVICES฀TO฀THEIR฀MEMBERS���฀!CCORDING฀
TO฀-UQBIL฀3HAKIR�฀0RESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION฀AND฀0RESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀
3UPREME฀#OUNCIL฀OF฀THE฀*UDICIARY�฀THE฀MINISTER฀ONLY฀WANTED฀TO฀PROVIDE฀NEW฀

��฀ !L
!HRAM฀7EEKLY�฀-ARCH฀�n���฀�����
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-ASRY฀AL
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&AJR�฀

.OVEMBER฀��฀�����
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SERVICES฀ TO฀ THE฀ MEMBERS฀ OF฀ THE฀ JUDICIARY฀ WITHOUT฀ WITHDRAWING฀ ANYTHING฀
FROM฀THE฀CLUBS�฀"OTH฀OFFER฀SERVICES฀AND฀THERE฀WAS฀NO฀PROBLEM฀IN฀HAVING฀SEV

ERAL฀PROVIDERS฀OF฀SERVICES���฀-AHMUD฀-EKKI�฀A฀VICE
PRESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀#OURT฀
OF฀#ASSATION�฀CONSIDERED฀THIS฀DECISION฀A฀WASTE฀OF฀PUBLIC฀MONEY฀SINCE฀SUCH฀
SERVICES฀WERE฀ALREADY฀PROVIDED฀BY฀CLUBS�฀&OR฀HIM�฀THE฀REAL฀AIM฀WAS฀TO฀WEAN฀
JUDGES฀AWAY฀FROM฀THEIR฀CLUBS���฀)N฀*UNE฀�����฀DURING฀THEIR฀GENERAL฀ASSEMBLY�฀
COUNSELORS฀OF฀THE฀#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION฀WERE฀INFORMED฀THAT฀AN฀ASSOCIATION฀WAS฀
GOING฀TO฀BE฀ESTABLISHED฀TO฀OFFER฀SERVICES฀TO฀THE฀MEMBERS฀OF฀THE฀COURT�฀&OR฀
!HMED฀-EKKI�฀THIS฀IS฀A฀NEW฀ATTEMPT฀TO฀CREATE฀BODIES฀TO฀CHALLENGE฀THE฀*UDGES฀
#LUB���฀3IMILARLY�฀FOR฀(ISHAM฀'ENINA�฀3ECRETARY฀'ENERAL฀OF฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB�฀
THE฀HIDDEN฀AIM฀WAS฀ TO฀DEPRIVE฀ THE฀CLUB฀OF฀ ANY฀ ROLE฀ IN฀ THE฀ SERVICE฀OF฀ THE฀
MEMBERS฀OF฀THE฀#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION�฀DESPITE฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀THE฀CLUB฀COULD฀NOT฀
BE฀CLOSER฀TO฀THE฀#OURT฀OF฀#ASSATION�฀AND฀COUNSELORS฀OF฀THAT฀COURT฀WERE฀THE฀
lRST฀ONES฀TO฀BENElT฀FROM฀ITS฀SERVICES���

)N฀ &EBRUARY฀ �����฀ THE฀ MINISTRY฀ STARTED฀ CIRCULATING฀ PROFESSIONAL฀ CARDS฀ FOR฀
JUDGES�฀THOUGH฀THIS฀SERVICE฀USED฀TO฀BE฀PROVIDED฀BY฀THE฀CLUB�฀4HE฀lRST฀COUNSELOR฀
OF฀THE฀-INISTER฀JUSTIlED฀THIS฀MEASURE฀BY฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀THE฀CARDS฀OFFERED฀BY฀THE฀
CLUB฀WERE฀OLD฀AND฀PRINTED฀ON฀CHEAP฀PAPER�฀4HE฀-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE฀DECIDED฀TO฀
IMPROVE฀THEIR฀PRESENTATION���฀4HE฀NUMBER฀OF฀PILGRIMAGE฀VISAS฀RECEIVED฀BY฀THE฀
*UDGES฀#LUB฀HAS฀ALSO฀DECREASED�฀AND฀THEY฀ARE฀NOW฀ALLOCATED฀BY฀THE฀3UPREME฀
#OUNCIL฀FOR฀THE฀*UDICIARY฀AND฀NOT฀BY฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀*USTICE฀ANYMORE���

)N฀*UNE฀�����฀ THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀ *USTICE฀DECIDED฀TO฀CANCEL฀ THE฀ASSIGNMENT฀
OF฀��฀COURT฀EMPLOYEES฀TO฀THE฀#AIRO฀#LUB���฀:AKARIYA฀@!BD฀AL
@!ZIIZ฀REACTED฀
BY฀SAYING฀THAT฀THIS฀WAS฀AN฀ATTEMPT฀TO฀HINDER฀AND฀IMPEDE฀THEIR฀ACTIVITIES�฀BUT฀
ADDED฀THAT฀THIS฀DECISION฀COULD฀HAVE฀POSITIVE฀EFFECTS฀BY฀PROVIDING฀A฀KIND฀OF฀
ADMINISTRATIVE฀INDEPENDENCE�฀JUST฀AS฀THE฀REFUSAL฀TO฀SUBSIDIZE฀THE฀CLUB฀HAS฀LED฀
TO฀A฀KIND฀OF฀lNANCIAL฀INDEPENDENCE���

D	฀4HREATS฀OVER฀THE฀FUTURE฀OF฀THE฀CLUB�฀*UDGES฀FEAR฀THAT฀ANOTHER฀RETALI

ATION฀MEASURE฀MAY฀CONSIST฀OF฀SEIZING฀CONTROL฀OVER฀THE฀CLUB�฀THE฀LEGAL฀STATUS฀
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OF฀WHICH฀IS฀VERY฀CONTROVERSIAL�฀4HE฀CLUB฀REFUSES฀TO฀APPLY฀FOR฀REGISTRATION฀AS฀
AN฀ASSOCIATION฀SO฀THAT฀IT฀DOES฀NOT฀FALL฀UNDER฀THE฀SUPERVISION฀OF฀THE฀-INISTRY฀
OF฀3OCIAL฀!FFAIRS�฀*UDGES฀CONSIDER฀THAT฀SINCE฀IT฀IS฀A฀GATHERING฀OF฀MEMBERS฀OF฀
THE฀JUDICIARY�฀THEIR฀CLUB฀SHOULD฀BE฀ORGANIZED฀BY฀THE฀*UDICIAL฀!UTHORITY฀,AW�฀
(OWEVER�฀,AW฀.O�฀��������฀THAT฀AMENDED฀,AW฀�������฀ON฀THE฀*UDICIAL฀
!UTHORITY฀REMAINED฀SILENT฀REGARDING฀THE฀STATUS฀OF฀THE฀CLUB�฀4HE฀REGIME฀JUS

TIlED฀THIS฀EXCLUSION฀BY฀THE฀FACT฀THAT฀THE฀����฀,AW฀ORGANIZES฀THE฀JUDICIARY�฀
WHILE฀THE฀STATUTES฀OF฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀ARE฀SIMILAR฀TO฀THAT฀OF฀PROFESSIONAL฀SYN

DICATES฀AND฀.'/S�฀

)N฀*ANUARY฀�����฀THE฀-INISTER฀OF฀3OCIAL฀!FFAIRS฀PUBLICLY฀DECLARED฀THAT฀THE฀
CLUB฀SHOULD฀REGISTER฀AS฀AN฀ASSOCIATION฀IN฀CONFORMITY฀WITH฀THE฀����฀,AW฀ON฀
!SSOCIATIONS�฀SAYING฀HE฀WAS฀READY฀TO฀CARRY฀ON฀THIS฀PROCEDURE฀UPON฀A฀REQUEST฀
BY฀THE฀CLUB���฀4HIS฀DECLARATION฀WAS฀PERCEIVED฀BY฀THE฀JUDGES฀AS฀A฀STEP฀TOWARD฀
THE฀DISSOLUTION฀OF฀THE฀CLUB�฀(OWEVER�฀THE฀FOLLOWING฀DAY�฀THE฀MINISTER฀DENIED฀
ANY฀INTENTION฀TO฀DISSOLVE฀THE฀CLUB���฀3TILL�฀THE฀FEAR฀OF฀DISSOLUTION฀OF฀THE฀BOARD฀
AND฀ ITS฀ REPLACEMENT฀ BY฀ NOMINATED฀ MEMBERS�฀ AS฀ HAD฀ HAPPENED฀ IN฀ �����฀
WEIGHED฀ ON฀ THE฀ MEMBERS฀ OF฀ THE฀ CLUB฀ DESPITE฀ THE฀ AFlRMATION฀ OF฀ (ISHAM฀
AL
"ASTAWISI฀THAT฀IT฀WOULD฀BE฀IMPOSSIBLE฀TO฀DISSOLVE฀THE฀CLUB฀BECAUSE฀IT฀WAS฀
UNDER฀THE฀PROTECTION฀OF฀THE฀%GYPTIAN฀PEOPLE���฀4HERE฀WAS฀ALSO฀CONCERN฀THAT฀IT฀
COULD฀BE฀PLACED฀UNDER฀THE฀CONTROL฀OF฀THE฀3UPREME฀#OUNCIL฀OF฀THE฀*UDICIARY฀
OR�฀EVEN฀WORSE฀FOR฀REFORMIST฀JUDGES�฀OF฀THE฀-INISTRY฀OF฀*USTICE���

E	฀2EGIONAL฀CLUBS฀AND฀THE฀#AIRO฀*UDGES฀#LUB�฀4HE฀EXECUTIVE฀POWER฀
HAS฀ALSO฀ADOPTED฀A฀STRATEGY฀OF฀DIVIDE฀AND฀RULE฀BY฀USING฀REGIONAL฀CLUBS฀AGAINST฀
THE฀#AIRO฀ONE���฀"ESIDES฀THE฀#AIRO฀#LUB�฀THERE฀EXIST฀MORE฀THAN฀��฀REGIONAL฀
CLUBS�฀THE฀MOST฀IMPORTANT฀BEING฀THE฀!LEXANDRIA฀ONE�฀ESTABLISHED฀IN฀����฀TO฀
PROVIDE฀ SERVICES฀ TO฀ THE฀ LARGE฀NUMBER฀OF฀ JUDGES฀WORKING฀ IN฀ THAT฀CITY�฀4HE฀
OTHER฀CLUBS฀WERE฀CREATED฀IN฀����฀BY฀THE฀-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE฀DURING฀3ADAT�S฀
REGIME฀ TO฀ TRY฀ TO฀ UNDERMINE฀ THE฀ INmUENCE฀ OF฀ THE฀#AIRO฀ ONE�฀WHICH฀ HAD฀
STRONGLY฀CRITICIZED฀THE฀ADOPTION฀OF฀THE฀,AW฀ON฀3HAME���฀AS฀A฀VIOLATION฀OF฀
FUNDAMENTAL฀FREEDOMS����฀
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4HIS฀ STRATEGY฀ HAD฀ ALREADY฀ BEEN฀ RESORTED฀ TO฀ BY฀ THE฀ FORMER฀ -INISTER฀ OF฀
*USTICE฀IN฀�����฀WHO฀VISITED฀MOST฀REGIONAL฀CLUBS฀TO฀GET฀THEIR฀SUPPORT฀AGAINST฀
THE฀THREAT฀OF฀BOYCOTT฀OF฀THE฀MONITORING฀OF฀THE฀ELECTIONS�฀3OME฀REGIONAL฀CLUBS฀
HAD฀THEN฀SENT฀A฀LETTER฀TO฀THE฀MINISTRY฀SAYING฀THEIR฀MEMBERS฀WERE฀READY฀TO฀
SUPERVISE฀THE฀ELECTIONS�฀)N฀�����฀THE฀0RESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀!SYUT฀*UDGES฀#LUB�฀IN฀
PARTICULAR�฀MADE฀SEVERAL฀STATEMENTS฀CLAIMING฀THAT฀!SYUT฀JUDGES฀DID฀NOT฀SUP

PORT฀THE฀POSITIONS฀TAKEN฀BY฀#AIRO฀*UDGES฀#LUB�฀7HEN฀MEMBERS฀OF฀THE฀CLUB฀
THREATENED฀TO฀WITHDRAW฀CONlDENCE฀FROM฀THE฀PRESIDENT�฀HE฀ADMITTED฀THAT฀ALL฀
HIS฀PREVIOUS฀STATEMENTS฀REPRESENTED฀HIS฀PERSONAL฀VIEWS฀AND฀NOT฀THE฀OFlCIAL฀
POSITION฀OF฀THE฀CLUB����

F	฀%XTENDING฀THE฀RETIREMENT฀AGE฀FOR฀JUDGES�฀)N฀!PRIL฀�����฀THE฀,AW฀ON฀
THE฀*UDICIARY฀WAS฀AMENDED฀AGAIN฀TO฀RAISE฀THE฀AGE฀OF฀MANDATORY฀RETIREMENT฀
OF฀JUDGES฀FROM฀��฀TO฀��฀YEARS�฀A฀MEASURE฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀HAD฀OPPOSED฀SEV

ERAL฀TIMES฀BEFORE�฀)N฀$ECEMBER฀�����฀A฀POLL฀HAD฀BEEN฀ADMINISTERED฀DURING฀
THE฀GENERAL฀ ASSEMBLY฀OF฀ THE฀ CLUB฀ REGARDING฀ THIS฀ ISSUE�฀ ACCORDING฀ TO฀WHICH฀
����฀JUDGES฀VOTED฀AGAINST฀IT฀AND฀���฀WERE฀IN฀FAVOR฀OF฀IT����฀2EFORMIST฀JUDGES฀
ACCUSE฀THE฀GOVERNMENT฀OF฀TAILORING฀THIS฀AMENDMENT฀IN฀ORDER฀TO฀REWARD฀SOME฀
PRO
GOVERNMENT฀ JUDGES฀WHO฀WERE฀ CLOSE฀ THE฀ RETIREMENT฀ AGE฀ AND฀MAINTAIN฀
THEM฀ IN฀ THEIR฀ POWERFUL฀ POSITIONS�฀ INCLUDING฀ THE฀ PRESIDENTS฀ OF฀ THE฀ #OURT฀
OF฀ #ASSATION�฀ OF฀ #AIRO฀ #OURT฀ OF฀!PPEAL�฀ OF฀ THE฀ 3TATE฀ #OUNCIL฀ AND฀ OF฀ THE฀
3UPREME฀#ONSTITUTIONAL฀#OURT����฀!T฀ THE฀ SAME฀ TIME�฀ THE฀AMENDMENT฀PRE

VENTS฀YOUNG฀REFORMIST฀JUDGES฀FROM฀OCCUPYING฀HIGH
RANKING฀POSTS฀WITHIN฀THE฀
JUDICIARY����฀)T฀WAS฀JUSTIlED฀BY฀THE฀GOVERNMENT฀ONE฀THE฀BASIS฀OF฀THE฀NEED฀TO฀
BENElT฀FROM฀THE฀EXPERIENCE฀OF฀VETERAN฀JUDGES���฀AND฀SPEED฀UP฀THE฀mOW฀OF฀
COURT฀CASES�฀*UDGES฀REPLIED฀THAT฀THE฀OLDER฀ONE฀GETS�฀THE฀LESS฀ACTIVE฀HIS฀MENTAL฀
CAPACITIES����฀"ESIDES�฀MOST฀SENIOR฀JUDGES฀EXERCISE฀ADMINISTRATIVE฀AND฀LEADER

SHIP฀RESPONSIBILITIES฀AND฀DO฀NOT฀SIT฀ON฀THE฀BENCH฀ANYMORE����

4HE฀BOARD฀OF฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀DECIDED฀TO฀HOLD฀AN฀EXTRAORDINARY฀GENERAL฀
ASSEMBLY฀ON฀!PRIL฀���฀�����฀FOLLOWED฀BY฀A฀SIT
IN฀OR฀A฀PROTEST฀MARCH฀TO฀!BDIN฀

���฀!L
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀-AY฀���฀����฀AND฀AL
$USTUR�฀-AY฀��฀AND฀���฀�����
���฀!L
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀$ECEMBER฀���฀�����
���฀!L
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀&EBRUARY฀��฀�����฀&IVE฀MEMBERS฀OUT฀OF฀SEVEN฀OF฀THE฀3UPREME฀#OUNCIL฀OF฀

THE฀*UDICIARY฀WOULD฀HAVE฀REACHED฀THE฀RETIREMENT฀AGE฀IN฀����฀�AL
$USTUR�฀!PRIL฀���฀����	�
���฀.AHDAT฀-ISR�฀!PRIL฀��฀�����
���฀2UZ฀AL
9USUF�฀!PRIL฀���฀�����฀
���฀.AHDAT฀-ISR�฀!PRIL฀���฀�����
���฀!L
"ADIL�฀3EPTEMBER฀���฀�����
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PRESIDENTIAL฀PALACE����฀4HIS฀SUGGESTION฀WAS฀DROPPED฀AND฀JUDGES฀ONLY฀OBSERVED฀
A฀MINUTE฀OF฀ SILENCE฀DUE฀TO฀ THE฀SMALL฀NUMBER฀OF฀ JUDGES฀WHO฀ATTENDED฀THE฀
ASSEMBLY�฀!CCORDING฀TO฀OFlCIALS฀IN฀THE฀CLUB�฀THE฀LOW฀ATTENDANCE฀WAS฀DUE฀TO฀
THE฀FACT฀THAT฀THE฀ASSEMBLY฀TOOK฀PLACE฀ON฀A฀WORKING฀DAY����฀!NOTHER฀EXPLANA

TION฀WAS฀THE฀STATE฀OF฀DESPAIR฀AND฀FRUSTRATION฀AMONG฀JUDGES�฀h*UDGES฀HEARD฀THAT฀
WHATEVER฀THEY฀DID�฀THE฀STATE฀WOULD฀NOT฀BACK฀OFF฀AND฀WITHDRAW฀THE฀BILL�v���

#ONCLUSION
4HE฀ -INISTER฀ OF฀ *USTICE฀ HAS฀ BEEN฀ AT฀ THE฀ FOREFRONT฀ OF฀ THE฀ STRUGGLE฀ OF฀ THE฀
EXECUTIVE฀POWER฀AGAINST฀ THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB�฀BUT฀ THE฀hNEGATIVE฀NEUTRALITYv฀OF฀
THE฀0RESIDENT฀ OF฀ THE฀2EPUBLIC฀MAY฀ ALSO฀ HAVE฀ GIVEN฀ A฀hGREEN฀ LIGHTv���฀ TO฀
THE฀MINISTERS฀OF฀ JUSTICE฀AND฀ INTERIOR฀ TO฀DO฀WHATEVER฀ THEY฀ LIKED�฀4HE฀CLUB฀
MEMBERS฀PROBABLY฀ALSO฀HAVE฀A฀SHARE฀IN฀THE฀RESPONSIBILITY฀FOR฀THE฀FAILURE฀OF฀
THEIR฀MOVEMENT�฀4HEIR฀WILLINGNESS฀ TO฀SUPERVISE฀ THE฀����฀PRESIDENTIAL฀AND฀
PARLIAMENTARY฀ELECTIONS฀THOUGH฀THE฀GOVERNMENT฀HAD฀REFUSED฀TO฀ACCEDE฀TO฀
MOST฀OF฀THEIR฀DEMANDS฀MAY฀HAVE฀PLAYED฀A฀MAJOR฀ROLE�฀4HEIR฀POSITION฀TOWARD฀
INTERNATIONAL฀SUPPORT฀WAS฀ALSO฀NOT฀CLEAR�฀&OR฀INSTANCE�฀THEY฀lRST฀ACCEPTED฀TO฀
MEET฀REPRESENTATIVES฀OF฀(UMAN฀2IGHTS฀7ATCH฀ANXIOUS฀TO฀DISCUSS฀THE฀CLUB�S฀
CONCERN฀OVER฀JUDICIAL฀INDEPENDENCE�฀BUT฀HAD฀TO฀RETREAT฀DUE฀TO฀POLITICAL฀PRES

SURE����฀3IMILARLY�฀THEY฀REFUSED฀TO฀TALK฀INTERNAL฀POLITICS฀WITH฀A฀SYMPATHIZING฀
DELEGATION฀ OF฀ THE฀ %UROPEAN฀ 5NION฀ IN฀ .OVEMBER฀ �����฀ AND฀ TURNED฀ THE฀
MEETING฀ INTO฀A฀HARSH฀CRITICISM฀OF฀ THE฀POSITIONS฀ADOPTED฀BY฀THE฀%UROPEAN฀
5NION฀IN฀THE฀REGION����฀4HEY฀WERE฀ALSO฀CRITICIZED฀FOR฀ADOPTING฀STATEMENTS฀ON฀
INTERNATIONAL฀POLITICAL฀ISSUES�฀SUCH฀AS฀THE฀WAR฀IN฀,EBANON฀IN฀!UGUST฀����฀FOR฀
WHICH฀THEY฀CRITICIZED฀THE฀53฀AS฀THE฀MAKER�฀SUPPORTER�฀AND฀MAIN฀BENElCIARY฀

���฀*UDGES฀SAID฀THEY฀FEARED฀THE฀0RESIDENT฀OF฀THE฀2EPUBLIC฀MIGHT฀HAVE฀BEEN฀MISINFORMED฀BY฀THE฀
-INISTER฀OF฀*USTICE฀OF฀THEIR฀VIEW฀REGARDING฀RAISING฀THE฀RETIREMENT฀AGE฀AND฀WANTED฀TO฀INFORM฀
HIM฀DIRECTLY฀SO฀THAT฀HE฀COULD฀INTERVENE฀AND฀STOP฀THE฀EXAMINATION฀OF฀THE฀DRAFT฀LAW฀�AL
7AFD�฀
!PRIL฀���฀�����฀3EE฀ALSO฀AL
$USTUR�฀!PRIL฀���฀����	�

���฀!L
!HRAM฀7EEKLY�฀-AY฀�n��฀�����
���฀!HMED฀3ABER�฀3ECRETARY฀'ENERAL฀OF฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB�฀IBID�
���฀+HALIL฀AL
@!NANI�฀h4HE฀#RISIS฀OF฀THE฀*UDICIAL฀!UTHORITY฀IN฀%GYPT�฀!฀0OLITICAL฀6IEW�v฀IN฀#)(23�฀

2AWAQ฀!RABI�฀���฀�����฀P�฀���฀�IN฀!RABIC	�
���฀!฀ JOINT฀ STATEMENT฀WAS฀PUBLISHED฀BY฀ THE฀HEADS฀OF฀ THE฀EIGHT฀#OURTS฀OF฀!PPEAL฀MEETING฀ IN฀

AN฀ EXTRAORDINARY฀ ASSEMBLY฀ ON฀-ARCH฀ ���฀ �����฀ ACCUSING฀(UMAN฀2IGHTS฀7ATCH฀ OF฀ BEING฀
AN฀ !MERICAN฀ AND฀ :IONIST฀ ORGANIZATION�฀ AND฀ THAT฀ MEETING฀ THEM฀ WOULD฀ PERMIT฀ FOREIGN฀
INTERFERENCE฀IN฀INTERNAL฀MATTERS�฀&OR฀A฀CRITICISM฀OF฀THIS฀DECISION฀OF฀THE฀#LUB฀BY฀(ISHAM฀AL

"ASTAWISI�฀SEE฀AL
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀!PRIL฀��฀�����

���฀!L
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀.OVEMBER฀���฀�����
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OF฀THE฀AGGRESSION฀AGAINST฀THE฀!RAB฀NATION�฀WARNED฀AGAINST฀THE฀.EW฀-IDDLE฀
%AST฀APPROACH฀PROPOSED฀BY฀53฀0RESIDENT�฀CONSIDERED฀POPULAR฀RESISTANCE฀THE฀
ONLY฀WAY฀TO฀PROTECT฀THE฀!RAB฀NATION฀AND฀ITS฀HONOR�฀EXPRESSED฀THEIR฀ENTIRE฀
SUPPORT฀TO฀THE฀HEROIC฀,EBANESE฀RESISTANCE�฀AND฀ASKED฀THE฀%GYPTIAN฀GOVERN

MENT฀TO฀ABROGATE฀THE฀#AMP฀$AVID฀AGREEMENTS����

!T฀THE฀END฀OF฀-AY฀�����฀A฀PANEL฀OF฀JUDGES฀WAS฀ATTACKED฀BY฀SUPPORTERS฀
OF฀A฀FORMER฀MEMBER฀OF฀PARLIAMENT�฀AFTER฀THEY฀ANNOUNCED฀HIS฀SENTENCING฀TO฀
THREE฀ YEARS฀ OF฀ PRISON฀ FOR฀ BRIBERY�฀ 0RO
GOVERNMENTAL฀ NEWSPAPERS฀ ACCUSED฀
THE฀MEMBERS฀OF฀ THE฀BOARD฀OF฀ THE฀#LUB฀OF฀BEING฀ RESPONSIBLE฀ FOR฀ THIS฀ LOSS฀
OF฀PRESTIGE฀OF฀THE฀JUDICIARY�฀AFTER฀THEY฀HAD฀TARNISHED฀ITS฀IMAGE฀BY฀ACCUSING฀
THEIR฀COLLEAGUES฀OF฀PARTICIPATING฀IN฀VOTE฀RIGGING����฀h(OW฀CAN฀WE฀EXPECT฀THE฀
PUBLIC฀TO฀ACCORD฀RESPECT฀TO฀JUDGES฀WHEN฀DAILY฀THEY฀SEE฀HOW฀THE฀JUDICIARY฀
IS฀HUMILIATED฀BY฀THE฀STATE�v฀REPLIED฀(ISHAM฀'ENINA�฀3ECRETARY฀'ENERAL฀OF฀
THE฀ *UDGES฀#LUB����฀ UNDERLINING�฀ FOR฀ INSTANCE�฀ THAT฀ JUDGES฀WHO฀HAVE฀ BEEN฀
BRAVE฀ENOUGH฀TO฀EXPOSE฀ELECTORAL฀FRAUD฀WERE฀REFERRED฀TO฀DISCIPLINARY฀HEAR

INGS�฀OR฀THAT฀COURT฀DECISIONS฀ARE฀NOT฀IMPLEMENTED฀WHILE฀THE฀CONSTITUTION฀IS฀
AMENDED฀TO฀END฀FULL฀JUDICIAL฀SUPERVISION฀OF฀ELECTIONS�฀7HAT฀HAS฀HAPPENED�฀
ADDED฀'ENINA�฀IS฀THAT฀THE฀PUBLIC฀HAS฀COME฀TO฀REALIZE฀THAT฀THE฀JUDICIARY฀ENJOYS฀
NO฀INDEPENDENCE฀FROM฀THE฀EXECUTIVE�฀)T฀IS฀THIS�฀HE฀SAYS�฀THAT฀HAS฀CAUSED฀THEM฀
TO฀ LOSE฀ RESPECT�฀4HE฀ PHYSICAL฀ ATTACKS฀ SUFFERED฀ BY฀ JUDGES฀ DURING฀ THE฀ ����฀
ELECTIONS฀WAS฀ALSO฀REFERRED฀TO฀AS฀AN฀EXPLANATION���฀"OTH฀PARTIES฀SEEM฀TO฀HAVE฀
A฀ SHORT฀MEMORY฀ THOUGH฀AND฀ FORGET฀ THAT฀EVERYTHING฀HAD฀ STARTED฀ IN฀ SPRING฀
����฀WITH฀A฀SIMILAR฀ATTACK฀OF฀LAWYERS฀ON฀JUDGES฀IN฀!LEXANDRIA�฀)N฀BETWEEN�฀
HOWEVER�฀ THE฀ SUPPORT฀ ENJOYED฀ BY฀ REFORMIST฀ JUDGES฀ SEEMED฀ TO฀ HAVE฀ VAN

ISHED�฀4HE฀ LAST฀EXTRAORDINARY฀GENERAL฀ASSEMBLY฀ IN฀-AY฀����฀WAS฀ATTENDED฀
BY฀LESS฀ THAN฀���฀JUDGES�฀AND฀THE฀CLUB฀DID฀NOT฀ORGANIZE฀THE฀PROTEST฀MARCH฀
IT฀HAD฀PLANNED฀FOR฀IN฀ORDER฀TO฀DENOUNCE฀THE฀RAISING฀OF฀RETIREMENT฀AGE�฀)N฀
!PRIL฀�����฀REFORMIST฀JUDGES฀SEEMED฀DIVIDED����฀AND฀SOME฀OF฀THEM฀STARTED฀
RE
ADJUSTING฀THEIR฀STATEMENTS����฀"ESIDES�฀TWO฀MEMBERS฀OF฀THE฀#AIRO฀BOARD฀

���฀!L
3HARQ฀AL
!WSAT�฀!UGUST฀��฀�����฀3EE฀ALSO฀TWO฀ARTICLES฀WRITTEN฀BY฀-AHMUD฀AL
+HUDEYRI�฀IN฀
WHICH฀HE฀CONSIDERED฀(ASSAN฀.ASRALLAH฀A฀HERO฀�AL
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀!UGUST฀��฀AND฀���฀����	�฀

���฀2UZ฀AL
9USUF�฀-AY฀���฀�����
���฀!L
!HRAM฀7EEKLY�฀*UNE฀�n���฀�����
���฀3EE฀FOR฀INSTANCE฀AL
-ASRY฀AL
9OUM�฀*UNE฀��฀����฀AND฀AL
$USTUR�฀*UNE฀��฀�����
���฀&OR฀INSTANCE�฀!HMED฀-EKKI฀SAID฀THE฀*UDGES฀#LUB฀WAS฀GOING฀TO฀RELEASE฀A฀REPORT฀ON฀THE฀-ARCH฀

���฀�����฀REFERENDUM฀�.AHDAT฀-ISR�฀!PRIL฀���฀�����฀AND฀-AY฀���฀����	฀WHILE฀:AKARIYA฀@!BD฀
AL
@!ZIZ฀STATED฀THERE฀WOULD฀BE฀NO฀SUCH฀REPORT฀BECAUSE฀AFTER฀THE฀AMENDMENT฀OF฀ARTICLE฀���฀THE฀
#LUB฀HAD฀NOTHING฀TO฀DO฀ANYMORE฀WITH฀THE฀ELECTIONS฀�AL
7AFD�฀-AY฀���฀����	�

���฀!HMED฀-EKKI�฀2UZ฀AL
9USUF�฀-AY฀���฀�����
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WERE฀SAID฀TO฀HAVE฀RESIGNED฀IN฀-AY฀�����฀WITHOUT฀REVEALING฀THE฀REASONS฀FOR฀
SUCH฀A฀DECISION����

7ITHOUT฀ INTERNATIONAL฀ AND฀ INTERNAL฀ PRESSURE฀ AND฀ THE฀ SUPPORT฀ OF฀ FELLOW฀
JUDGES�฀ AS฀ HAD฀ HAPPENED฀ IN฀ $ECEMBER฀ ����฀ DURING฀ THE฀ ELECTIONS฀ FOR฀ THE฀
BOARD฀OF฀THE฀#AIRO฀*UDGES฀#LUB����฀THE฀REGIME฀MAY฀WELL฀SUCCEED฀IN฀MUZZLING฀
THE฀ONLY฀PROTEST฀MOVEMENT฀THAT฀HAD฀REPRESENTED฀A฀REAL฀THREAT฀TO฀IT฀BECAUSE฀IT฀
WAS฀COMING฀FROM฀INSIDE�฀4HERE฀WERE฀HOPES฀AMONG฀THE฀JUDGES฀IN฀����฀THAT฀
hTHEIR฀ACTIONS฀COULD฀HELP฀OPEN฀SOME฀POLITICAL฀SPACE฀FOR฀OPPOSITION฀GROUPS฀TO฀
OCCUPY฀AND฀JAR฀ONE฀OF฀THE฀MOST฀INERT฀POLITICAL฀SYSTEMS฀IN฀THE฀REGION฀OUT฀OF฀
ITS฀PROLONGED฀STASISv฀�"ROWN฀AND฀.ASR�฀����	�฀)T฀SEEMS฀THAT฀AFTER฀TWO฀YEARS฀OF฀
AWAKENING�฀THE฀POLITICAL฀SYSTEM฀IS฀BACK฀TO฀THAT฀STASIS����
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