Additional File 2: Test list. List of the 102 articles used to assess the comprehensiveness of
the search with information on the method to get them and on their indexation in
publication databases and retrieval with the search string.

To constitute the test list, we first requested experts to send us the five scientific articles that they
considered the most relevant regarding our research topic. E-mail addresses of experts were
obtained through mailing lists in ecology (SFEcodiff, Transenviro, Wftlistserv and IENE) and
directories owned by members of our research team. The directories contained the contact details of
1902 persons working on green infrastructures, including scientists, LTI managers and government
officers. Most of these persons were working in France but the directories also included 21
international contacts, coming from 14 countries.

The mailing lists in ecology were a French mailing list about ecology and evolution, SFEcodiff, which
counted around 7,000 subscribers (https://www.sfecologie.org/sfecodiff/), and three international
mailing lists about transportation ecology (Transenviro, Wftlistserv and IENE). Together, the
Transenviro and Wftlistserv mailing lists (http://www.itre.ncsu.edu/CTE/Lists/index.asp) gathered
about 600 contacts and the IENE mailing list (http://www.iene.info/) counted around 300 contacts.

Following the e-mail request, 77 scientific articles were sent to us by 21 experts. The research team
considered that 50 of these articles were relevant to our scientific question. Studies that were
excluded of the list mostly dealt with road-kills, habitat fragmentation, wildlife overpasses, green
infrastructures in general, environmental impact assessment of LTI construction, naturalist
inventories out of the temperate climatic zone and pedology of LTI verges. Those subjects were
considered by the research team as subsidiary to the scientific question. On top of these 50 articles
provided by experts, 23 scientific articles, known by the members of the research team to address
our scientific question, were added to the list. Nevertheless, at that stage, few articles of the list
were related to pipelines, waterways and railways. Thus, 29 relevant scientific articles were searched
on Google Scholar in order to balance the proportion of articles of the list related to each LTI.

Table A: Articles of the test list identified by subject experts with indications of indexation and
retrieval with the search strings in Web of Science Core Collection and Zoological Records.
References in red are those that were not indexed and/or collected by the search string neither in
Web of Science Core Collection nor in Zoological Records.
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