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PREFACE

Allocution de bienvenue du Directeur de I’Ecole francaise d’Athénes

Létude du matériel des fouilles de I'habitat mésohelladique de la colline de |’Aspis étant en cours
dachevement, les responsables du programme, Gilles Touchais et Anna Philippa-Touchais, ont
souhaité orienter la recherche de deux maniéres : en entreprenant ['étude globale des vestiges
architecturaux de | habitat mis au jour depuis les premieres fouilles de Vollgraff et en mettant a profit
cette étude pour une mise en valeur du site, mais aussi en inscrivant cette recherche dans une
interrogation plus large sur I'Helladique Moyen. Cela impliquait de faire le point sur ['une des périodes
les plus mal connues de la protohistoire égéenne en essayant de réunir, au niveau international, les
chercheurs que le hasard des découvertes ou un choix délibéré avaient conduits a travailler sur cette
période. On pouvait ainsi espérer dresser un bilan entierement renouvelé par les données des
nombreuses fouilles et prospections menées au cours des trente dernieres années.
C'est a cet objectif que répond le colloque Mesohelladika. La Grece continentale au Bronze
Moyen, dont ITkole franaise d’Athenes a eu Iinitiative. Pour permettre son organisation, elle sest
assuré le concours de I'Ecole américaine et de I Tnstitut néerlandais et je remercie tres chaleureusement
mes collegues Stephen Tracy et Gert Jan Wijngaarden davoir accepté le principe de cette association.
En répondant positivement a notre invitation, les trés nombreux chercheurs présents, venus
d’Australie, d’Autriche, des Ftats-Unis, de Finlande, de France, de Grande-Bretagne, de Greéce,
dTtalie, des Pays-Bas et de Suéede ont témoigné de leur intérét pour la thématique centrale du colloque :
procéder i une réévaluation de I’Helladique Moyen. - A tous, je souhaite la bienvenue et de fructueux
travaux.
Je remercie tous ceux qui, dans chacune des trois Ecoles concernées, ont permis lorganisation de cette
manifestation. Jadresse des remerciements tout particuliers a Gilles Touchais, qui m’a soumis ce projet
des 2003, et a Anna Philippa-Touchais, dont la présence a Athénes a permis de régler les mille et une
questions que ne manque pas de soulever une manifestation de cette ampleur.

Dominique MULLIEZ
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Wellcome address of the Director of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens

On behalf of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens welcome to this international confer-
ence Mesohelladika. It is wonderful to have such a large crowd on hand this evening. The program of
the conference is diverse and rich ; I think we will all learn much from our colleagues over the next four
days. I know that we all are looking forward to it. The American School of Classical Studies is proud
to cooperate with the Netherlands Institute and with the French School at Athens in hosting this con-
ference. I want to congratulate and to thank the organizing committee and to single out Dr. Anna
Philippa-Touchais, the person on the ground here in Athens, for all her hard work.

Thank you all again and welcome.

Stephen TRACY

Wellcome address of the Director of the Netherlands Institute in Athens

Dear colleagues and friends, ladies and gentlemen,

Some time ago, Dr Sofia Voutsaki persuaded me to support this conference. On the occasion she
emphasized that the Middle Bronze Age of the Greek mainland had been neglected of late and that
it was in serious need of attention. Taking a look at the impressive conference program, I could only
acknowledge Sofia’s claims: obviously many scholars felt a similar need to discuss Middle Helladic
Greece.

For several of the archaeological programs of the Netherlands Institute in Athens, the Middle
Bronze Age is of importance. This is true for the excavations at Geraki in Lakonia, for the surveys
in Thessaly, Boeotia and Zakynthos, as well as for the analytical program on the Argolid. I am con-
fident that the Mesohelladika conference will contribute to a better understanding of the materials
dealt with in these programs.

I am very pleased that this conference is a joint venture of three foreign archaeological institutes in
Greece. International academic events are increasingly more difficult and costly to organize and coop-
eration in this respect is, in my view, beneficial to all. I would like to thank warmly my colleagues
Dominique Mulliez and Stephen Tracy for the fruitful cooperation and for the hospitality. I also con-
gratulate the organizers with the impressive program and I wish all participants an enjoyable and
fruitful conference.

Gert Jan VAN WIINGAARDEN
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INTRODUCTION

LHelladique Moyen, période qui correspond, en gros, a la premiére moitié du 1I° millénaire
avant notre ere, s’intercale entre deux phases de prospérité économique et d’accomplisse-
ment culturel majeurs pour la Gréce continentale : le Bronze Ancien, d’une part, qui a vu
naitre et se développer, au cours du III°® millénaire, des communautés proto-urbaines déja
fortement organisées, ouvertes sur le reste du monde égéen, et I’époque mycénienne de
I’autre, qui, dans la seconde moitié du II® millénaire, portera a son apogée le systéme pala-
tial et étendra son influence bien au-dela des rives de la mer Egée. C’est pourquoi
I’Helladique Moyen est toujours apparu en retrait par rapport a ces deux grands moments,
dans une vision purement négative que reflétent bien les termes de stagnation, de recul,
d’isolement le plus souvent utilisés pour caractériser cette période. En outre, la compa-
raison avec 1’essor que connait, a la méme époque, la Créte protopalatiale, tourne elle aussi
au désavantage de la Gréce continentale et renforce cette impression négative, qui n’est sans
doute pas étrangere au relatif désintérét dont 1’Helladique Moyen a péti jusqu’a présent
dans la recherche sur les civilisations égéennes.

Il apparait cependant aujourd’hui, a la lumiere des recherches récentes, que I’Helladique
Moyen rest pas cette longue période d’atonie si souvent décrite. Des indices de plus en
plus nombreux suggeérent qu’elle a au contraire été marquée par de profonds changements
d’ordre social, politique et culturel, qui conduisirent progressivement a la formation des
entités politiques protomycéniennes et, plus tard, des royaumes mycéniens. C’est pourquoi
il nous a semblé que le moment était venu de rassembler la documentation la plus large
possible sur cette période encore mal connue — ou pluté6t méconnue. Le meilleur moyen
était de faire se rencontrer tous les colléegues qui avaient accumulé de nouvelles données au
cours des dernieres décennies, mais aussi ceux qui tentaient d’interpréter celles dont on
disposait. C’est ainsi qu’est née 1’idée de ce colloque — le premier & étre consacré exclusi-
vement a I’Helladique Moyen — et que furent définis ses principaux objectifs : d’une part,
dresser un bilan de nos connaissances sur la période, en ne négligeant aucun domaine de
la recherche ; d’autre part, explorer les mécanismes qui sont & 1’origine des changements
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4 INTRODUCTION

constatés et tenter d’apprécier leur dynamique. On suggéra donc plusieurs axes de ré-
flexion : la topographie et I’habitat (réseaux d’occupation humaine, organisation spatiale) ;
les pratiques rituelles et funéraires ; les probléemes chronologiques (séquences céramiques,
synchronismes, datations absolues) ; I’économie et I’exploitation des ressources naturelles
(agriculture et élevage, techniques et productions artisanales, alimentation) ; les problémes
démographiques et sanitaires ; les contacts, les échanges et les influences culturelles ; 1’évo-
lution des structures socio-politiques.

Lintuition que le sujet était « mlr » et qu'une vision moins négative de 1’'Helladique
Moyen avait commencé de prévaloir parmi les spécialistes du monde égéen a été confir-
mée bien au-dela de nos espérances. Car méme dans nos prévisions les plus optimistes,
nous étions loin d’imaginer que notre initiative rencontrerait un tel écho. En effet, prés
de 130 chercheurs ont répondu a notre invitation, plus de 80 d’entre eux proposant de
présenter une communication et plus d’une quarantaine de réaliser un poster.
Finalement, sur les 69 communications présentées a Athénes, 63 sont éditées dans le pré-
sent volume!, et 28 posters sur 292.

Ce projet maurait pu étre mené a bien sans le soutien financier et logistique, mais aussi
scientifique et moral, des trois institutions qui en ont assuré directement 1’organisation :
I’Ecole francaise d’Athénes, I’American School of Classical Studies at Athens et le
Netherlands Institute in Athens, dont nous tenons a remercier les directeurs respectifs,
Dominique Mulliez, Stephen V. Tracy et Gert Jan van Wijngarten, pour les moyens maté-
riels et humains qu’ils ont généreusement mis a notre disposition. Llnstitute of Aegean
Prehistory de Philadelphie a également répondu, avec sa libéralité coutumiere, & nos
demandes de subvention, aussi bien pour ’organisation du colloque lui-méme que pour

1. Massimo Cultraro, qui n'avait pu participer au colloque, a envoyé le texte de sa communication, mais les
textes suivants n'ont pas été remis : Antikleia Agrafioti, « Les industries lithiques du Bronze Moyen et I’enjeu
des éléments de faucille» ; Polyxeni Arachoviti, « Agpwo, évag owtouds g Méang Emoyxng tov Xaixod ot
voTioavatohxny] Oeooodion » ; loanna Galanaki, « Lefkandi Phases 2-6 : Some Observations on the Commu-
nication Networks and Communication Processes during the Middle Helladic Period » ; Chrysanthi Gallou,
« “In the Dark Heart of Maleas”. The Transition from the Middle Helladic to the Early Mycenaean Period in
the Southeastern Peloponnese » ; Olga Kyriazi, « Maptupieg amd v avatohix] Aoxpida oxetixd pe ™
petafatixn Teptodo and ™ Méon oy Yotepn Emoyh tov XaAxod: evepy] OLUUETOYH OTLS TTOATIOUIXES
oAAaryég N 0T0 TePLODPLo TV eEeAxTindy dtepyaotdv; » ; Elena Kountouri, « Ipopvxnvoixy 07Ba : to
dedopéva amd tig obYypoves épeuveg » ; Michael Lindblom, « The Middle Helladic Settlement at Mastos in
the Berbati Valley » ; Adamantia Vassilogamvrou, « H xepayutxi tg ME III-YE I @dong and m Héon
Kartoappoytd Avtixig Ayaiog ».

2. II'manque celui d’Olga Philaniotou, « Naxos in the Middle Bronze Age. New Evidence for Habitation ». Pour
la publication, nous avons choisi d’intégrer les posters aux unités thématiques auxquels ils se rapportent en
les mélant aux communications, plutét que de les regrouper dans une section séparée comme cela se fait sou-
vent.
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INTRODUCTION 5

la publication des actes : nous exprimons ici toute notre reconnaissance a son comité
scientifique ainsi qu’a Karen Velluci, directrice des programmes de subvention, en qui
nous avons toujours trouvé une interlocutrice efficace et attentionnée. Parmi les institu-
tions francaises, le Centre national de la recherche scientifique et I’université Paris 1 —
Panthéon-Sorbonne ont apporté une contribution appréciable au financement du col-
loque. De leur coté, le Service culturel de la Ville d’Athénes (Afpog Abnvaiowy,
HoAtttopxdg Opyaviopdg) et office du Tourisme hellénique (EMvixdg Opyoviopog
Tovptopod, Yrovpyeiov Tovptotixfig AvamtuEng) ont soutenu la manifestation en met-
tant gracieusement a notre disposition 150 exemplaires de deux luxueuses brochures sur
Athenes, I’Attique et ses monuments. Plusieurs participants au colloque ont par ailleurs
bénéficié de I’hospitalité offerte par les Instituts danois et suédois, ainsi que par les
Ecoles britannique et italienne, que nous remercions sincérement de leur concours. C’est
une dette particuliére que nous avons envers Bob Bridges, secrétaire général de I’Ecole
américaine, qui, pendant les trois jours ou le colloque s’est tenu au Cotsen Hall, n'a
ménagé ni son temps ni sa peine pour assurer le bon déroulement des séances et
résoudre tous les problémes techniques, sans se départir jamais de son sourire.
Nous remercions également pour leur précieux concours & 1’organisation et au bon fonc-
tionnement du colloque Maria Tsimboukaki, qui a géré le secrétariat avec un dévoue-
ment et une efficacité dignes d’éloge, Stratos Balis et Tomek Hertig (site Internet), Eleni
Gerontakou et Catherine Pantazis (travaux de secrétariat), Philippe Touchais (photos
d’ambiance), ainsi que les volontaires étudiants post-diplome de 1'universités d’Athénes,
dont le zéle et la bonne humeur communicative ont largement contribué & I’ambiance
chaleureuse qui a régné tout au long de cette rencontre : Giorgos Charitos, Giorgos
Choulis, Nikolas Dimakis, Dimitris Kloukinas, Akathi Maria Kovaiou, Anna Loukidou,
Stefania Michalopoulou, Konstantina Nikolopoulou, Evangelia Polyzou et Eva Roussaki.
C’est d’autre part a Orestis Kakavakis, doctorant a 1’université d’Athenes, que I'on doit
la traduction grecque des résumés qui figurent dans le présent volume.
Nous sommes particulierement reconnaissants & Catherine Aubert, responsable du servi-
ce des publications de I’EFA, pour le soin quelle a apporté & 1’édition des actes de ce
colloque, et & Vélissarios Anagnostopoulos, auteur de I’affiche.
Cet ouvrage témoignera durablement du remarquable travail accompli ces dernieres
années par une communauté de chercheurs qui, last but not least, mérite elle aussi toute
notre gratitude — une communauté qui a hélas été endeuillée, depuis le colloque, par la
disparition prématurée de deux de ses membres : Maria Oikonomakou et Angeliki Pilali,
dont nous tenons a saluer ici la mémoire.

Les éditeurs
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ABREVIATIONS

PERIODIQUES ET SERIES

Les abréviations utilisées sont celles de 1’ American Journal of Archaeology (voir AJA 111 [2007], p. 14-34, ou le site

internet www.ajaonline.org) auxquelles on ajoutera :

AEMTh
BCH Chron.

MONOGRAPHIES

Agiiische Friihzeit 11.2

Agora XIII

Alt-Agina 111.1
Alt-Agina IV.2
Alt-Agina 1V.3

Argissa 111

Argissa IV

BCH Suppl. 52

To Apyotodoyd ’Epyo oty Maxedovio xat @pdin
Bulletin de Correspondance Hellénique, «Chronique des fouilles et découvertes

archéologiques en Grece »

E. ALRAM-STERN, Die dgiiische Friihzeit, 2. Serie. Forschungsbericht 1975-2003,
2. Band, Teil 1 : Die Friihbronzezeit in Griechenland mit Ausnahme von Kreta,
Wien (2004).

S. A. IMMERWAHR, The Athenian Agora, XII1. The Neolithic and Bronze Ages,
Princeton (1971).

H. WALTER, F. FELTEN, Alt—Agina. 111, 1. Die vorgeschichtliche Stadt. Befesti-
qungen, Hiuser, Funde, Mainz (1981).

H. B. SIEDENTOPF, Alt—Agina 1V, 2. Mattbemalte Keramik der Mittleren
Bronzezeit, Mainz (1991).

I. KILIAN-DIRLMEIER, Alt-Agina IV, 3. Das mittelbronzezeitliche Schachtgrab von
Agina, Mainz (1997).

E. HANSCHMANN, V. MILOJCIC, Die deutschen Ausgrabungen auf der Argissa-
Magula in Thessalien, I11. Die frithe und beginnende mittlere Bronzezeit, Bonn
(1976).

E. HANSCHMANN, Die deutschen Ausgrabungen auf der Argissa-Magula in Thes-
salien, IV. Die Mittlere Bronzezeit, Bonn (1981).



ABREVIATIONS

Argos et [’Argolide

Asine |

Asine I1 (1, 2)

Asine 11
Autochthon

Ayios Stephanos
Buck

CAVANAGH & MEE,

Private Place

Celebrations

DieTz, Argolid

Emporia

Eutresis
ForsEN, Twilight

Gazetteer

Habitat égéen

Horizon

A. PARIENTE, G. ToucHAIs (éds), ), Apyoc xat ApyoAida. Tomoypopio xou
moAsodoulio / Argos et 1’Argolide. Topographie et urbanisme. Actes de la Table
ronde internationale, Atheénes-Argos, 28/4-1/5/1990, Recherches franco-helléniques
3, Athenes (1998).

O. FrODIN, A. W. PERSSON, Asine, Results of the Swedish Excavations, 1922-
1930, Stockholm (1938).

S. DIETZ, Asine I1. Results of the Excavations East of the Acropolis 1970-1974, 1.
General Stratigraphical Analysis and Architectural Remains (1982) ; 2. The Middle
Helladic Cemetery. The Middle Helladic and Early Mycenaean Deposits, Stock-
holm (1980).

R. HAcG, G. C. NorpQuIsT, B. WELLS (éds), Asine II1. Supplementary Studies
on the Swedish Excavations 1922-1930, Stockholm (1996).

A. DAKOURI-HILD, S. SHERRATT (éds), Autochthon, Papers Presented to
O.T.P. K. Dickinson on the Occasion of his Retirement, Oxford (2005).

W. D. TAYLOUR, R. JANKO (eds), Ayios Stephanos. Excavations at a Bronze Age
and Medieval Settlement in Southern Laconia, BSA Suppl. 44 (2008).

R. J. Buck, « Middle Helladic Mattpainted Pottery », Hesperia 33 (1964),
p. 231-313.

Private Place W. CAVANAGH, C. MEE, A Private Place: Death in Prehistoric Greece,
SIMA 125, Jonsered (1998).

R. HAGG, G. NorpQUIST (éds), Celebrations of Death and Divinity in the Bronze

Age Argolid. Proceedings of the Sixth International Symposium at the Swedish In-
stitute in Athens, 11-13 June 1988, Stockholm (1990).

S. DieTz, The Argolid at the Transition to the Mycenaean Age. Studies in the
Chronology and Cultural Development in the Shaft Grave Period, Copenhagen
(1991).

R. LAFFINEUR, E. GRECO (éds), EMPORIA. Aegeans in the Central and Eastern
Mediterranean. Proceedings of the 10th International Aegean Conference /10¢ Ren-
contre égéenne internationale, Athens, Italian School of Archaeology, 14-18 April
2004, Aegaeum 25, Liege (2005).

H. GoLDMAN, Excavations at Eutresis in Boeotia, Cambridge, Mass. (1931).

J. FOrsEN, The Twilight of the Early Helladics. A Study of the Disturbances in
East-central and Southern Greece towards the End of the Early Bronze Age, SIMA-
PB 116, Jonsered (1992).

R. Hope-SimpsoN, O. T. P. K. DICKINSON, A Gazetteer of Aegean Civilisation in
the Bronze Age, 1. The Mainland and the Islands. SIMA 52, Goteborg (1979).

P. DARCQUE, R. TREUIL (éds), L ‘habitat égéen préhistorique. Actes de la Table
ronde internationale organisée par le CNRS, 1'université de Paris I et 1 Fcole
frangaise d ’Athenes (Athénes, 23-25 juin 1987), BCH Suppl. 19, Athénes
(1990).

N. J. BRODIE, J. DOOLE, G. GAvALAS, C. RENFREW (éds), Opilwv. A Colloquium
on the Prehistory of the Cyclades, McDonald Institute for Archaeological Research,
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University of Cambridge, 25-28 March 2004 (2008).

KARrO G. KARo, Die Schachtgriber von Mykenai, Miinchen (1930-1933).

Keos V J. L. Davis, Keos V. Ayia Irini : Period V, Mainz (1986).

Keos VII J. C. OVERBECK, Keos VII. Ayia Irini : Period IV. Part 1 : The Stratigraphy and

Kiapha Thiti 11.2
Kirrha

Korakou

Kythera

Lerna 11

Lerna 111

Meletemata

Metron

MH Pottery
& Synchronisms

Minoan Thalassocracy

MYLONAS, ANE
MvyrLonas, TKB
Nichoria 1

Nichoria 11

Norbouist, M H Village

Origins
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the Find Deposits, Mainz (1989).

J. MARAN, Kiapha Thiti. Ergebnisse der Ausgrabungen 11.2 (2. Jt. v. Chr. :
Keramik und Kleinfunde), MarbW Pr 1990, Marburg (1992).

L. DOR, J. JANNORAY, H. & M. VAN EFFENTERRE, Kirrha. Ftude de préhistoire
phocidienne, Paris (1960).

C. W. BLEGEN, Korakou, a Prehistoric Settlement near Corinth, Boston-New
York (1921).

J. N. CoLDSTREAM, G. L. HUXLEY (éds), Kythera. Excavations and Studies,
London (1972).

J. L. ANGEL, Lerna, a Preclassical Site in the Argolid, I1. The People of Lerna
(1971).

J. B. RUTTER, Lerna, a Preclassical Site in the Argolid, I11. The Pottery of Lerna IV
(1995).

Ph. P. BETANCOURT, V. KARAGEORGHIS, R. LAFFINEUR, W. D. NIEMEIER (éds),
MELETEMATA. Studies in Aegean Archaeology Presented to Malcolm H. Wiener
As he Enters his 65th Year, Aegaeum 20, Liége-Austin (1999).

K. FOSTER, R. LAFFINEUR (éds), METRON. Measuring the Aegean Bronze Age.
Proceedings of the 9th International Aegean Conference /9¢ Rencontre égéenne in-
ternationale, New Haven, Yale University, 18-21 April 2002, Aegaeum 24,
Liége-Austin (2003).

F. FELTEN, W. GAuss, R. SMETANA (éds), Middle Helladic Pottery and Synchro-
nisms. Proceedings of the International Workshop, Salzburg, October 30th to Nov-
ember 2nd, 2004, Wien (2007).

R. HAGG, N. MARINATOS (éds), The Minoan Thalassocracy : Myth and Reality.
Proceedings of the Third International Symposium at the Swedish Institute in
Athens, 31 May-5 June 1982, Stockholm (1984).

G. E. MyLoNas, To dutixody vexpotapeioy ¢ EAevaivoc, Abvor (1975).
G. E. MYLONAS, ‘O taguxdc xUxioc Btay Musxnvay, Abfvor (1973).

G. RAPP, S. ASCHENBRENNER (éds), Excavations at Nichoria in Southwest Greece,
I. Site, Environs and Techniques, Minneapolis (1978).

W. McDoNALD, N. WILKIE (éds), Excavations at Nichoria in Southwest Greece,
I1. The Bronze Age Occupation, Minneapolis (1992).

G. C. Norbquist, A Middle Helladic Village. Asine in the Argolid, Acta Universi-
tatis Upsaliensis, Boreas 16, Uppsala (1987).

0. T. P. K. DICKINSON, The Origins of Mycenaean Civilisation, SIMA 49, Gote-
borg (1977).



10 ABREVIATIONS
Palace of Nestor 111 C. W. BLEGEN, M. RawsoN, W. TAYLOUR, W. P. DONOVAN, The Palace of Nestor
at Pylos in Western Messenia, I11. Acropolis and Lower Town. Tholoi and Grave
Circle, Chamber Tombs, Discoveries Outside the Citadel, Princeton (1973).
PELON, TTCF 0. PELON, Tholoi, tumuli et cercles funéraires, BEFAR 229, Paris (1976).
Pevkakia I11 J. MARAN, Die deutschen Ausgrabungen auf der Pevkakia-Magula in Thessalien,
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Céramique Aspis 11

Polemos

Politeia

Potnia

Pr. Eleusis

Pr. Thessaly

Prosymna

RUTTER, Ayios Stephanos

RUTTER, Review 11

TAW

TEXNH

Thanatos

II1. Die mittlere Bronzezeit, Bonn (1992).
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Pratiques funéraires en Grece centrale de I’Helladique Moyen au début de 1’époque mycénienne

En Grece centrale (Béotie, Eubée, Phocide, Phthiotide, Attique) divers types de tombes sont attestés
de 'HM a I’HR II. De nombreuses tombes & ciste ont été trouvées dans des habitats. Les tombes
sont généralement datées grace a leur mobilier céramique, mais pour I'HM il est nécessaire de se
référer aux données stratigraphiques. Outre les questions de chronologie, on discute de 1’utilisation
des tombes & chambre construites. On soutient I’idée que toutes les tombes ne correspondent pas
a un type rigoureusement déterminé. Thebes, Eleusis et Kirrha ont livré le plus grand nombre de
tombes ; divers types coexistent sur les sites. Les tombes & chambre construites d’Eleusis et les tombes
a chambre thébaines abritaient des sépultures successives. Les sépultures multiples dans des tombes
a ciste ne sont pas non plus inconnues. A I’exception de Thorikos cependant, les sites de Grace centrale
a I’HM et au début de I'HR ont livré un mobilier funéraire plus modeste que ceux d’Argolide.

Topuxa EQiuo oty xevtowmy EAAdSa oo tn pecoedadua) otny modun uoxnvaixy weplodo

Sy xevtpu] EAAGda (Bowwtio, EvBoto, Pwxido, POudtdo xor Attixs) oravtody diépopot THmoL
Ty ard ™ ME éwg ™y YE II mepiodo. e otxtopods éxovy Ppebei ool xLBwtidoymuot Tépot.
Ot té@ot ypovohoyodvtol cuVNBwe amd TNy XEPOUELKN TTOL TePLEXOLY, oA Yo T ME mepiodo
elvat amopaliTnTo va YiveL avoupopd oto 6TpwUortoypapnéve Sedopéva. Extdg ormtd To xpovohoyixd
Ohmuo sulnteiton ot 1 eNoN Twy xTLoTy Hodopoetdody Tapuy. ESw vrootnpiletal 61t dey avtL-
aToLyoVY GAoL oL TaQoL ot évay awatnod xaboptopévo tomo. H O7Ba, n EAevaiva xon n Kippa €xovv
omOdWOoEL TOV UEYUADTEPO 0pLOUd Tapwy. XTig BEoelc CLYLTIREYOLVY BLOPOPETIXOL TVTTOL TAPWY.
Ot xtiotol Oahapoetdeic g EAevoivag xor ot Aakevutol Oohopoetdeic g OnPog mepteiyay Sia-
Soyég Toupés. IIoMaTAég Toupég amavTody xat 6Tovg RPWTLHoYNULOVS Thpovg. Ouws, oo ME xow
mpwrpeg YE 0éoetg g xevtpixng EANGSog, pe eEaipeon tov Bopixd, €xouy amodwoeL TomeELVOTEQO
xteptopoto o’ 6,TL N ApyoAido.
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1. DISTRIBUTION OF GRAVES ACCORDING TO TYPES AND PERIODS

In Central Greece, we distinguish eight grave and burial types in use from the Middle Helladic
to the LH II period: the pithos burial, the pit grave (sometimes with a slab or a pithos
fragment cover), the cist grave (with stone or clay slabs), the built ‘cist’ grave (with stone
walls), the built chamber tomb (with stone walls and lateral entrance), the chamber tomb
(cut in the rock), the tholos tomb and the shaft grave.!

The following sites have provided graves in stratigraphical sequence and/or in distinct
Middle Helladic to LH II building phases: Thebes: Kadmeia, Eutresis, Glypha (Boeotia),
Palaios Oropos, Eretria: acropolis, Phylla: Kaloyerovrisi, Kirrha, Krisa. The grave-goods
confirm the dating suggested by the stratigraphy. If the graves have not yielded goods, a more
precise dating than Middle Helladic will be given by the stratigraphical information of these
sites: Orchomenos: acropolis, Davlosis: Megalo Kastraki (Medeon in Boeotia), Eutresis,
Eleusis: acropolis, Thorikos: Velatouri, Kerinthos: Krya Vrisi, Aidipsos: Koumbi. Cist graves
and pit graves are the most widely used types. They were found in settlements.

Various sites included graves that can only be dated thanks to their pottery goods. Chamber
and tholos tombs do not appear in settlements. Pithos burials, pit graves and cist graves
that contained goods and were discovered in tumuli often provide a dating for the entire
mound, even though not all graves inside the tumuli can be dated. The date of some graves
in Marmara is disputed.?

A tripartite system for the Middle Helladic pottery sequence fits mainly the ceramic sequence
in the Argolid. This division is not so useful if we want to establish the chronological sequence
of stratified sites in which the levels differ in number and duration.® This system cannot

This paper presents work in progress, carried out while holding a Swiss National Science Foundation fellowship.

I would like to thank Dr. P. Darcque for his essential remarks, Prof. O. Pelon and Dr. N. Papadimitriou for

sharing with me their knowledge about built chamber tombs. The views expressed in this paper are of course

entirely my responsibility.

1. For publications and excavation reports, see CAVANAGH & MEE, Private Place, p. 36-39, 57-60, 147-160. See also:
A. SampsoN (ed.), KaroyepdBpvan. Evag ovaouds tng Hopdyung xaw Méong Xaxoxpatios ota ®PVAAa tng
EbBowag (1993); S. MULLER, Les tombes mycéniennes de Médéon de Phocide, These, université de Lyon (1995);
E. SAPOUNA-SAKELLARAKI, “Geometric Kyme. The Excavation at Viglatouri, Kyme, on Euboea”, in M. BATs,
B. D’AcosTINO (eds.), Euboica. L’Eubea e la presenza euboica in Calcidica e in Occidente (1998), p. 59-104;
M.-F. PAPAKONSTANTINOU, “O toupixdg x0xhog A g Avtpwvog. Tpdhtn mapovsiaoy”, in E. Froussou (ed.),
H repupépeta Tov pvxnvaixot xoouov. A” Aiebvég Aemiotyuovine Zvundoto, Aauio, 25-29 Xenteufolov
1994 (1999), p. 171-180; ArchDelt 49 (1994) [1999] B’ to 54 (1999) [2005] B'.

2. According to J. Maran, five graves date to late MH, see J. MARAN, “Zur Zeitstellung der Grabhtigel von Marmara
(Mittelgriechenland)”, ArchKorrBI 18 (1988), p. 349; for a LH IIIC-PG date, see F. DAKORONIA, Mdapuapa. Tox
vTTopLXNVAIXAE VeExpoTapeio Twy TOUBwy (1987), p. 101-102, 181. See also ead., in this volume (infra, p. 573-
581).

3. Pevkakia 111, p. 370, fig. 25.
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easily be applied to the Euboean sites. Therefore we date the tombs found in the last Middle
Helladic level of settlements to ‘late MH’.

2. DISCUSSION ABOUT THE BUILT CHAMBER TOMBS (BCT) AND THE BUILT CIST
GRAVES

Distinct definitions of the BCTs and the built cist graves have been established. According to
N. Papadimitriou, the BCTs differ from the ‘built graves’, in that they have a lateral entrance
(often with a stomion) suggesting a deposition of the corpse from the side of the grave.?

We have to specity that whenever space was left in front of the BCT, a direct deposition of
the corpse from the side of the grave was possible (horizontal movement). A dromos or a
natural configuration of the ground may provide space.® Whenever there was no space in
front of the tomb, the corpse had to be deposited from above, through an opening of the
cover (for instance, the upper part of the stomion). Then the body was brought into the
chamber.” The deposition of the corpse from the side was therefore achieved in an indirect
way (vertical and then horizontal movement).®

The built cist graves received their depositions from above (vertical movement). They were
built without a lateral entrance. This type of grave apparently occurs in Thebes.” However,
the southeast side of the grave is destroyed. In Kaloyerovrisi, the narrow eastern side of
the grave is also destroyed.'® By comparison, in Aegina, the grave shows two building phases.
The primary state of the southern side remains unknown." The way the walls were built
may have been homogeneous, but a lateral entrance is not totally excluded. Tomb 99 in
Medeon (Phocis) that contained successive burials had a large stone boulder at the base of
the eastern side which was either part of the built wall or the threshold of a lateral entrance.!?

4. See the two MH levels in A. SampsoN (ed.) (supra, n. 1), p. 19, fig. 8, p. 72, figs. 5-6.

5. N. PapapivITRIOU, Built Chamber Tombs of Middle and Late Bronze Age Date in Mainland Greece and the Islands
(2001), p. 1, 176; see also O. PELON, “L’architecture funéraire de Grece continentale a la transition du Bronze
Moyen et du Bronze Récent”, in Thanatos, p. 113.

6. For instance: J. SERVAIS, “Le secteur mycénien sur le haut du Vélatouri”, Thorikos I (1968), p. 29-38, plan III,
fig. 8 (t. D.

7. If no dromos was cut in front of tomb Hn20 in Eleusis, my interpretation differs somewhat from O. PELON
(supra, n. 5), p. 113. No dromos is reported by MyLoNas, ANE, vol. A’, p. 328-331.

8. A pit in front of the grave Am6 of Eleusis allowed some space for lowering the corpse, see ibid., vol. B, p. 148-
150, fig. 121.

9. M. KASIMI-SouTOU, “MecoeAhadixds T6pog Toreploth amd ™ O7Ba”, ArchDelt 35 (1980) A’, p. 88-101.

10. A. SampsoN (ed.) (supra, n. 1), p. 28.

11. Alt-Agina V.3, p. 68. The author considers this grave to be a Schachtgrab on account of its lateral projections
and its high walls. The mound in which the shaft could have been cut has completely disappeared.

12. S. MULLER (supra, n. 1), p. 57-58; N. PAPADIMITRIOU (supra, n. 5), p. 115-116. Unlike S. Miiller, N. Papadimitriou
identifies this tomb as a BCT. However, its ‘entrance’ was not blocked with an upright slab. This slab was
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In Eleusis, the poorly preserved grave under the Stoa of Philon contained more than two
burials, but a lateral entrance is not attested.'® In Thebes and Aegina, the individual burial
of the graves argues in favour of built cist graves. They differ from the BCTs that usually
contained successive burials and were built for this purpose.

In Marathon, BCT 2 in Tumulus 1 contained a single burial, therefore this tomb is a
variance with our last observation.!* This tomb is an unusual BCT, because the burial dates
before the end of the Middle Helladic period. As we do not know where the Middle
Helladic ground level was at the time, we cannot estimate which part of the grave was
visible in this period.

3. BURIALS AND GRAVE-GOODS

The sites that have yielded the highest number of graves dated from MH into LH II are
Thebes (146 graves, incl. 138 in the Kadmeia),'® Eleusis (150 graves, incl. 97 in the West
Cemetery), and Kirrha (133). Orchomenos (60), Krisa (28), Eutresis (23), Chalkis (13)
have also produced a significant number of graves. In the Kadmeia, many Middle Helladic
graves cannot be dated precisely during this period.!® The type and the date of several
tombs in Orchomenos and in Kirrha remain unknown."” In the West Cemetery of Eleusis,
seventeen graves can be dated to the Middle Helladic period on the basis of their
construction or their proximity to other graves.!®

The West Cemetery of Eleusis included many BCTs in use from the end of MH into LH II1.
Only five BCTs were not reopened in LH IIL." Few cist graves contained multiple burials.
Two of them have revealed four late Middle Helladic burials.?’ In Kirrha, the ‘MH IIIB’

found on the eastern part of the tomb, see C. VATIN, Médéon de Phocide. Rapport provisoire (1969), p. 18, and
an unpublished picture in the archives of the French School in Athens, Médéon 5, pl. XIV.

13. D. PHiLI0s, “Avaoxoagol dpyoiwy taewy &v 'Eievaiv”, ArchEph 1889, p. 187-194. This tomb is identified as
a complex BCT in N. PAPADIMITRIOU (supra, n. 5), p. 79-80.

14. S. MARINATOS, “Avooxapol Mapoabdvos”, Prakt 1970, p. 13, fig. 3, pl. 13.

15. For the distribution of MH graves on the Kadmeia, see A. DAKOURI-HILD, “Plotting Fragments: A Preliminary
Assessment of the Middle Helladic Settlement in Boeotian Thebes”, in K. BRANIGAN (ed.), Urbanism in the Aegean
Bronze Age (2001), p. 110, fig. 7. 5.

16. For instance: Th. SPYrRoPOULOS, ArchDelt 26 (1971) B'1, p. 200, 207.

17. H. BULLE, Orchomenos I: Die ilteren Ansiedelungsschichten (1907), p. 61, 62, 66; D. SKORDA, ArchDelt 52 (1997)
B2, p. 447.

18. Graves I'm8, Am11, An15, Art17, Hrel1, Hre21, O=16, Or18, 0119, O=21, Am10, Mn5 (1 burial), Amt16, w10,
On12, A6, An9 (2 or 3 burials).

19. MyLoNas, ANE, vol. A’, p. 328-331 (Hn20, 2 burials), vol. B’, p. 24-31 (@76, 8 burials), p. 102-106 (Ixtl, > 4
burials); p. 137-139 (A=w3, > 2 burials), p. 183-185 (M=3, > 9 burials).

20. Ibid., vol. A’, p. 318-319 (Hrt13), vol. B, p. 146-148 (AH).
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graves are numerous.?! Most of the multiple burials were found in these graves. In the
Kadmeia, multiple burials occurred rarely, and more than a third of the graves belong to
children.?? On the acropolis of Orchomenos, the five late Middle Helladic graves and the six
other Middle Helladic graves contained a single burial each.?® Consequently, few late
Middle Helladic graves that have not been reopened in LH III have received four burials or
more.**

Goods rarely accompanied Middle Helladic burials. Less than 20% of the graves contain
goods, if we do not count the late Middle Helladic graves that yielded goods more
frequently. However, the percentage of late Middle Helladic graves containing goods does
not reach 50%. With the exception of nine vases in an Eleusinian BCT,” not more than one
or two pots were usually found in graves. In Thebes, the built grave (Warrior Grave) has
revealed a more substantial assemblage, notably bronze weapons and plaques made of
boar’s tusks.?

However, the richest grave-goods have been discovered in Thorikos.?” LH ITA bronze
weapons, golden jewellery and an ivory pyxis are the oldest goods from the oblong
tholos (IV). The last two types of goods have also been found in the circular tholos tomb
(II1). They certainly go back to LH II, even though LH IIIB offerings also come from this
tomb. The BCT (I) that contained golden jewels and stone seals proves that Thorikos was
a major site in LH IIB.?

In Thebes, no tholos tomb has been found, but several chamber tombs in two cemeteries
were in use in LH ITA and IIB. In Ayia Anna-Kolonaki, tombs 2 and 26 included LH II
Mycenaean vases and jewellery.?? A granulated bead has to be compared with the
LH II/LH IITA golden beads from the tombs in Medeon (Phocis). In Medeon, the BCTs

21. The MH IIIB pottery from these graves is contemporary with LH I pottery, see Kirrha, p. 33.

22. Graves with 4 or 5 burials: V. ARAVANTINOS, ArchDelt 37 (1982) B’, p. 165-166; 49 (1994) B'1, p. 276; —with 2
or 3 burials: E. ToULOUPA, S. SYMEONOGLOU, ArchDelt 20 (1965) B2, p. 233-235; Th. SpYrRoPoULOS, ArchDelt 26
(1971) B'1, p. 200; K. DEMAKOPOULOU, ArchDelt 29 (1973-74) B2, p. 435, 440-441; 35 (1980) B'1, p. 217;
V. ARAVANTINOS, ArchDelt 51 (1996) B'1, p. 260. For child graves, see notably id., ArchDelt 50 (1995) B1, p. 277.

23. H. BULLE (supra, n. 17), p. 61-65, 97-98, figs. 15-16, 21, plans IIL, V.

24. See also S. MULLER (supra, n. 1), p. 21-22, 54 (t. A); M.-F. PAPAKONSTANTINOU “The Grave Circle B of Antron.
Preliminary Report”, in Meletemata, p. 627.

25. MyYLONAS, ANE, vol. B, p. 102-106, pls. 141-1430.

26. M. Kasimi-Soutou (supra, n. 9), p. 91-99, pl. 30.

27. ]. SERVATS, B. SERVAIS-S0YEZ, “La tholos ‘oblongue” (Tombe 1V) et le tumulus (Tombe V) sur le Vélatouri”,
Thorikos VIII (1984), p. 47-50, 52, figs. 26-27; J. SErvals, “Les fouilles sur le haut du Vélatouri”, Thorikos V
(1967), p. 78-80, 87-89, figs. 41, 48.

28. J. SERVAIS (supra, n. 6), p. 34, fig. 12.

29. A. KERAMOPOULLOS, “Muxnvaixol téepot v Alyivy xal év OMBors”, ArchEph 1910, p. 220-232; id., “OnPaixd”,
ArchDelt 3 (1917), p. 198-202.
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yielded LH IIB and LH III goods mixed together. On the contrary, tomb XVI (“Lily Bowl
Grave”) in the Agora contained a LH IIB closed deposit including an ivory comb and a
golden pendant.*

4. INNOVATIONS AND CONTINUITY

It is generally accepted that the first signs of change in Central Greece are marked by the
introduction of chamber tombs in LH II. However, the first chamber tombs in Eleusis go
back to LH III, whereas the cist graves were in use from the Middle Helladic until the
palatial period. The first BCTs and the built ‘cist’ graves date to the end of the Middle
Helladic. The dead continued to be buried during the LH III period with pottery executed
in the ‘Middle Helladic tradition’. In Central Greece, tholos tombs and chamber tombs did
not coexist in the same sites, not even in major sites like Thorikos, Orchomenos and Thebes.
However, the Middle and early Late Helladic sites in Central Greece, except for Thorikos,
have yielded more modest funerary goods than in the Argolid. The first signs of wealth in
the graves are attested in LH IIB, but a general enrichment is not observed before LH I11A1.
In this period, the number of chamber tombs in Tanagra, Athens, Chalkis and Elateia obvi-
ously increases.

30. Agora XIII, p. 205-206, pl. 65-66.
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CONCLUSION

The major question at issue in this conference is: “Have we made progress in our knowledge
of mainland Greece during the Middle Bronze Age?” The answer is indisputably yes, even
if there remain many avenues for further research. Oliver Dickinson opened the conference
by expressing his hope that we would learn much new about this phase of Greek prehistory,
broaden our horizons, and ask new questions. The subsequent four days of papers ranged
over many areas and themes and it is clear from listening to them that we have succeeded
in informing each other in ways that make for a much more nuanced understanding of
this period than we had before we arrived.

This progress has been made in three different respects. First is geographical. Regions which
had been largely unknown and under-appreciated such as Elis, Achaia, Aetolia, Phthiotis-
Lokris, Thessaly, and the Spercheios Valley, are now understood to be important and exciting
areas for research. Important settlements which were not known in enough detail are much
clearer thanks to reports given here. For examples we can point to Thebes, Dimini and
Kirrha, among many others. Second is chronological. We are now at a point where, especially
thanks to the patient and careful work of all of our colleagues in the Archaeological Service,
we can provide an archaeological definition of MH I and MH II, at least within restricted
regions ; and this is not limited to the study of ceramics but also leads to an emerging under-
standing of the organization of settlement and to indications of the directions of interaction
among different regions. Third is thematic. Of the approximately 70 communications, less
than a dozen focused on ceramics (although this subject was often recognized as a component
of other papers) and just slightly fewer focused on burials and funerary customs. Yet if the
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conference had taken place 10 or 15 years before, without doubt many more papers would
have addressed these themes, because at that time they monopolized our interests.

This signifies, without any disrespect for these subjects, how scholarly interest has matured.
Henceforth many other important subjects, such as lithics, architecture and settlement,
economy, subsistence and modes of life, and social structure will drive our research.
A number of presentations here have illustrated also the importance of attention to highly
detailed and scientific applications that have the potential to revise fundamentally our tra-
ditional view of Middle Helladic societies. All these new and enlarged themes are owed to
a transformation in the approaches Aegean archaeologists take to their fields of study, and
we can take pride that our international community cooperates not only in research but
also in training and that our host country of Greece continues to welcome new approaches
and new ideas in the study of its past.

The attention to the geggrap/ic spread of Middle Helladic cultures and the variety of 7nter-
connections among different regions of Greece bears further comment. We are especially
grateful to the participants for presenting much important new material, for bringing to light
old material that was insufficiently known, and for focusing on the interpretation of evidence
at many levels. As already noted, we have come to appreciate much better, thanks to the
reports presented here, the vitality and viability of different regions. The papers have opened
our eyes to settlement around the Saronic Gulf, throughout Attika, in Lokris and Thessaly,
throughout the Corinthian Gulf and its opening to the West, in the southwestern
Peloponnesos, in relationship to the Cycladic islands and those of the northeast Aegean, and
of course in relation to Crete.

Of special notice are the reports that show the strong relations among Thessaly, Lokris, and
Phokis and their relationship to the Corinthian Gulf. Discussion of settlements along the
Corinthian Gulf show how they are interconnected, thus emphasizing its important role as
a corridor connecting the Saronic Region at the east with Western Greece. From there, fol-
lowing on several reports, we are reminded that during the Middle Bronze Age knowledge
of the Adriatic and Tyrrhenian coasts was increased and even that the geography of the
Western Mediterranean was within the ken of these peoples. When we look eastwards into
the Aegean, several reports make clear the fundamental importance for mainlanders of con-
nections to the islands, whether looking at local relations with the important offshore islands
of Aegina and Keos or the Cyclades, with their emerging gateway communities that con-
trolled access to Crete.

Also of interest is the role of Crete during this period. Several of the papers point to Cretan
interest in metals, not least a reason for Cretan interest in the northern and northeastern
Aegean as more advanced forms of copper and bronze metallurgy begin to take hold. We
need continuously reassess the role of Crete at this time, since as the work at Kythera demon-
strates, it is not as straightforward as models of Cretan “colonization” of the Aegean had
previously led scholars to believe.
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The outstanding work of our colleagues in the Archaeological Service deserves further notice.
Without their reports on new discoveries, their restudy of old material that commands our
attention, and their assessment of the details of stratigraphy, ceramic development, and evi-
dence of interconnections, this conference would not have succeeded. What has been pro-
vided to the conferees as a result of these reports is nothing less than a rewriting of the
Middle Helladic as a cultural period. In connection with this work, the many papers which
reevaluated different aspects of Middle Helladic culture and its social practices, provide us
with a picture of a culture that is distinctly Middle Helladic, yet remains one without a strong
center. In this regard the mosaic of regional and local forms that come into view is especially
tantalizing as a picture of what we know was to come in the Late Bronze Age. Middle Helladic
Greece is not merely an appendage of Early Helladic nor only a prelude to the Mycenaeans.
It was a vigorous and dynamic interregional cultural phenomenon that established social
and economic relations in a fashion that was different from the small centralized polities
of the Early Bronze Age. At a time when new connections were forged and older ones
reestablished, it was a new beginning, but hardly the one of stagnant cultural practices and
an immobilized and impoverished population that most of us have been taught. There are
many lessons for us to draw from the proceedings and we hope that they will bring to a
wider public the interest and excitement shown by the participants at the conference.

The editors
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