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On the existence of C(n)-almost automorphic mild solutions
of certain differential equations in Banach spaces

Gaston M. N’Guérékata and Gisèle MOPHOU

Abstract. In this paper we study the existence and uniqueness of almost

automorphic mild solutions to the semilinear equation u′(t) = A(t)u(t) +

f(t, u(t)), t ∈ R where A(t) satisfies the Acquistapace-Terreni conditions and
generates an exponentially stable family of operators (U(t, s)t≥s and f(t, u) is

almost automorphic in t ∈ R for any u ∈ X. This extends a well-known result
by G.M. N’Guérékata in the case where A(t) = A does not depend on t. We

also investigate the existence of mild Cn-almost automorphic solutions of the

linear version of the above equation when A is an operator of simplest type.

1. Introduction

The concept of almost automorphic functions was introduced in the litera-
ture by S. Bochner [4, 5] while studying some problems in differential geometry.
It was then developed by W.A. Veech [17] for functions on groups and M. Zaki
[18] for functions on the real line. Further developments were boosted by G.M.
N’Guérékata’s books [13, 15]. The concept turns out to generalize the concept of
almost periodic functions in the sense of Bohr and has applications in several prob-
lems in mathematics and the sciences (cf. for instance [6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 19, 21]
and references therein.

In [14], the author studied the semilinear equation in a Banach space X

(1.1) u′(t) = Au(t) + f(t, u(t)), t ∈ R

where A : D(A) ⊂ X → X is the infinitesimal generator of an exponentially stable
C0-semigroup of bounded operators, and f(t, u) is almost automorphic in t for
any u ∈ X and is lipschitzian in t uniformly in u. He proved that the equation
possesses a unique almost automorphic mild solution. This result has been extended
to general cases where f is not necessarily lipschitzian and the operator A not
necessarily a generator of a C0-semigroup .
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In [3], the authors studied the existence of S-asymptotically ω-periodic mild
solution of the nonautonomous semilinear equation

(1.2) u′(t) = A(t)u(t) + f(t, u(t)), t ∈ R+

whereA(t) generates a ω-periodic exponentially stable evolutionary process (U(t, s)t≥s.
Motivated by the above results, we prove in the present paper that Equation(1.2)

considering A(t) generates an evolutionary process (U(t, s)t≥s which is not neces-
sarily ω-periodic, admits a unique almost automorphic mild solution assuming ap-
propriate conditions on the function f(t, u). This is our main result Theorem 4.3.
We also discuss Cn-almost automorphic mild solutions to the linear version of the
above Equation (1.1). These results extend the ones obtained in [2] to the case of
this types of functions and the operator A being of simplest type.

2. C(n)-almost automorphic functions

Definition 2.1. [4, 5, 16, 18] A continuous function f : R → X is said to
be almost automorphic if for every sequence or real numbers (s′n) there exists a
subsequence (sn) such that

lim
n→∞

f(t+ sn) = g(t)

exists for each t ∈ R and

lim
n→∞

g(t− sn) = f(t)

for each t ∈ R.

Remark 2.2. (i) The function g in the definition above is measurable, but not
necessarily continuous.
(ii) If the convergence above is uniform in t ∈ R, then f is almost periodic in the
sense of Bohr.

Proposition 2.3. [13] If f, f1, f2 are almost automorphic functions R → X,
λ a scalar, then the following are true:

i) f1 + f2, λf are almost automorhic.
ii) the translation fτ (t) := f(t+ τ), t ∈ R is almost automorphic.

iii) the function f̃(t) := f(−t), t ∈ R is almost automorphic.
iv) the range of f Rf := {f(t) : t ∈ R} is relatively compact in X.

Theorem 2.4. [13] If (fn) is a sequence of almost automorphic functions which
convergent uniformly in t ∈ R to f , then f is almost automorphic.

Remark 2.5. Denote AA(X) the space of all almost automorphic functions
R → X. Equipped with the norm ‖f‖ = supR ‖f(t)‖, AA(X) turns out to be a
Banach space.
If we denote by AP (X) the Banach space of all almost periodic functions in the
sens of Bohr, then we have

AP (X) ⊂ AA(X).

The inclusion is strict. Indeed the function

(2.1) f(t) = sin(
1

2 + cost+ cos
√

2t
)

is almost automorphic but not almost periodic
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We recall the following Zheng-Ding-N’Guérékata theorem in [21] which provides
an information on the ”amount” of almost automorphic functions which are not
almost periodic. We also give a different and more elegant proof than in [21]
suggested by Marek Balcerzak in his review MR3036705.

Theorem 2.6. AP (X) is a set of first category in AA(X).

Proof. It suffices to note from the above that AP (X) is a proper closed sub-
space of AA(X) equipped with the supnorm. Therefore it is of first category in
AA(X). �

Definition 2.7. [9] A continuous function f : R→ X is said to be Cn-almost
automorphic for n ≥ 1 if for i = 1, 2, ..., n, the i-th derivative f (i) of f is almost
automorphic.

Proposition 2.8. [10, 14] The set AA(n)(X) of all Cn-almost automorphic
functions f : R→ X is a Banach space under the norm

‖f‖n = sup
t∈R

(

n∑
i=1

‖f (i)(t)‖).

Theorem 2.9. Suppose that X does not contain a subspace isomorphic to co
and f ∈ AA(n)(X). Then

F (t) :=

∫ t

0

f(ξ)dξ ∈ AA(n+1)(X) iff the Rf := {f(t) : t ∈ R} is bounded inX.

Proof. The ”if” part is immediate. Let’s prove the ”only” part. We use
the induction principle. The case n = 0 is well-known (cf. for instance [14]).
Assume that f ∈ AA(k−1)(X) for some k. That is F ′ = f ∈ AA(k−1)(X). But by
assumption f is bounded. Therefore F ∈ AA(k)(X). The proof is complete. �

3. Linear Equations

We will consider in this section, the following equation in a complex Banach
space X which does not contain a subspace isomorphic to co.

(3.1) u′(t) +Au(t) + f(t), t ∈ R,
where A : D(A) ⊂ X → X is a linear operator and f ∈ C(R, X).
In what follows we will use the notation Π := {z ∈ C : Rez 6= 0}

Definition 3.1. [7, 20] A linear operator A : D(A) ⊂ X → X is said to be of
simplest type if A ∈ B(X) and

A =

n∑
i=1

λiPi,

where λi ∈ C, i = 1, 2, ...n and (Pi)1≤i≤n forms a complete system
∑n
i=1 Pi = I of

mutually disjoint operators on X, i.e. PiPj = δijPj

Lemma 3.2. Let’s consider Equation(3.1) with A = λ ∈ C and f ∈ AA(n)(X).
Then every bounded solution u satisfies

u ∈ AA(n)(X), λ ∈ Π

and
u ∈ AA(n+1)(X), λ 6∈ Π.
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Proof. The proof is an immediate consequence of Lemma 4.1 in [9] �

Theorem 3.3. Assume that f ∈ AA(n)(X) and A is of simplest type.

Then every bounded solution u of Eq.(3.1) satisfies

u ∈ AA(n)(X), λ ∈ Π

and

u ∈ AA(n+1)(X), λ 6∈ Π.

Proof. Applying the projection Pk to Eq.(3.1) gives

Pku
′(t) =

d

dt
(Pku)(t) = Pk(

n∑
i=1

λiPi)u(t) + Pkf(t) = λk(Pku)(t) + (Pkf)(t)

Observe that Pkf ∈ AA(n) since Pk is a bounded linear operator. Therefore by the
Lemma 3.2 above,

Pku ∈ AA(n)(X), λ ∈ Π

and

Pku ∈ AA(n+1)(X), λ 6∈ Π.

Now since u(t) =
∑n
i=1(Piu)(t), the conclusion follows immediately. �

4. Nonautonomous case

Consider now in a complex Banach space X the equation

(4.1) u′(t) = A(t)u(u) + f(t), t ∈ R

And assume that A(t), t ∈ R, satisfies the Acquistapace-Terreni conditions [1].
That means there exist constants λ0 ≥ 0, θ ∈ (π2 , π), L,K ≥ 0 and α, β ∈ (0, 1]
with α+ β > 1 such that

(4.2)
∑
θ

∪{0} ⊂ ρ(A(t)− λ0), ‖R(λ,A(t)− λ0)‖ ≤ K

1 + |λ|

and

(4.3) ‖(A(t)− λ0)R(λ,A(t)− λ0)[R(λ0, A(t)−R(λ0, A(s))]‖ ≤ L|t− s|α|λ|β

for t, s ∈ R, λ ∈
∑
θ := {λ ∈ C? : |argλ| ≤ θ}. Then from [1] Theorem 2.3,

there exists a unique evolution family {U(t, s)}−∞<s≤t<∞ on X which governs the
linear version of (4.1).

The family {U(t, s)}−∞<s≤t<∞ satisfies the following properties

(i) U(t, t) = I, ∀t ∈ R,
(ii) U(t, r)T (r, s) = U(t, s), ∀t ≥ r ≥ s,

(iii) The map (t, s)→ U(t, s)ξ is continuous for every ξ ∈ X.

Definition 4.1. A function u ∈ C(R, C) is said to be a mild solution to
Eq.(4.1) if it has the integral representation

(4.4) u(t) = U(t, s)u(s) +

∫ t

s

U(t, s)f(s)ds, t, s ∈ R, t ≥ s.
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Under the above assumptions, it can be proved as in G. N’Guérékata et al. [2],
Theorem 3.6 that any mild solution can be written as

(4.5) u(t) =

∫ t

−∞
U(t, s)f(s)ds, t ∈ R

Let make the following assumptions:

H1. f ∈ AA(X)

H2. There exists a function ϕ ∈ L1(R,R+) such that

‖U(t, s)‖ ≤ ϕ(t− s).

Theorem 4.2. Assume that assumptions (H1)-(H2) hold true. Assume also
that that A(t), t ∈ R, satisfies the Acquistapace-Terreni conditions.

Then Eq.(4.1) admits a unique mild solution in AA(X).

Proof. Observing that lim
t→∞

ϕ(t) = 0, it can be shown as in [2] that the

function Λ : R→ BC(R, X) defined by

Λ(t) :=

∫ t

−∞
U(t, s)f(s)ds

is the unique solution to Eq.(4.1). Now let’s prove it is almost automorphic.

Let (sn) be an arbitrary sequence of real numbers. Since f is almost automor-
phic, there exists a subsequence (sn) of (s′n) such that

lim
n→∞

f(t+ sn) = g(t)

exists for each t ∈ R and

lim
n→∞

g(t− sn) = f(t)

for each t ∈ R.
Consider Λ̃ : R→ BC(R, X) such that

Λ̃(t) :=

∫ t

−∞
U(t, s)g(s)ds.

In view of the properties of U and g, this functions is well defined. Now we
have

Λ(t+ sn)− Λ̃(t) =

∫ t+sn

−∞
U(t+ sn, s)f(s)ds−

∫ t

−∞
U(t, s)g(s)ds

=

∫ t

−∞
U(t+ sn, s+ sn)f(s+ sn)ds−

∫ t

−∞
U(t, s)g(s)ds.

Now observe that for any n = 1, 2, ... we have

‖U(t+ sn, s+ sn)f(s+ sn)‖ ≤Mϕ(t− s)‖f‖∞
and the right hand member of the inequality belongs to L1(R,R+). Therefore, in
virtue of the Lebesgue Dominated Convergence theorem,∫ t

−∞
U(t+ sn, s+ sn)f(s+ sn)ds→

∫ t

−∞
U(t, s)g(s)ds, as n→∞.
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In other words,

Λ(t+ sn)→ Λ̃(t), as n→∞.
Analogously we can prove that

Λ̃(t− sn)→ Λ(t), as n→∞.
That means Λ(t) ∈ AA(X).

�

Consider now in a complex Banach space X the semilinear equation

(4.6) u′(t) = A(t)u(u) + F (t, u(t)), t ∈ R.

Theorem 4.3. And assume that A(t), t ∈ R, satisfies the Acquistapace-Terreni
conditions and (H2) holds. Assume also that F (t, x) is almost automorphic in t ∈ R
uniformly in x ∈ K for any bounded set K ⊂ X and

‖F (t, x)− F (t, y)‖ ≤ L‖x− y‖, t ∈ R, x, y ∈ X.
Then Eq.(4.6) has a unique mild solution in AA(X) if in addition we have L‖ϕ‖L1(R,R+) <
1.

Proof. Consider the operator Υ : AA(X)→ AA(X) defined by

(Υu)(t) :=

∫ t

−∞
U(t, s)F (s, u(s))ds.

In view of Theorem 2.2.5 [13] and 4.2 above this operator is well-defined.
Now take u, v ∈ AA(X). Then we get

‖(Υu)(t)− (Υv)(t)‖ =

∥∥∥∥∫ t

−∞
U(t, s)[F (s, u(s))− F (s, v(s))ds

∥∥∥∥
≤

∫ t

−∞
‖U(t, s)‖‖F (s, u(s))− F (s, v(s))ds

≤ L‖ϕ‖L1(R,R+)‖u− v‖∞.
Therefore

‖(Υu)− (Υv)‖∞ ≤ L‖ϕ‖L1(R,R+)‖u− v‖∞
and the conclusion follows in virtue of the Banach fixed point theorem. �
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3. J. Blot, P. Cieutat, G.M. N’Guérékata, S-asymptotically ω-periodic fucntions and applications
to evolution equations, Afr. Diaspora J. Math. 12, No.2 (2011), 113-121

4. S. Bochner, Uniform convergence of monotone sequences of functions, Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci.

47, (1961), 582-585.
5. S. Bochner, A new approach to almost periodicity, Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci., 48, (1962), 2039-

2043.

6. D. Bugakewski, T. Diagana, Almost automorphic of the convolution operator and applications
to differential and functional differential equations, Nonlinear Studies, 13, No.2 (2006), 129-

140.
7. J.L. Daleckii, M.G. Krein, Stability of Solutions of Differential Equations in Banach Spaces,

American Mathematical Society Translations, 43 Providence Rhode Island, 1974.



C(n)-ALMOST AUTOMORPHIC MILD SOLUTIONS OF CERTAIN DIFFERENTIAL EQUATIONS7
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