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CONCLUSIONS AND PERSPECTIVES:

-A new territory dating to the end of the Neolithic period in Seine-et-Marne is beginning to emerge with the discovery of a burial site potentially indicated by a statue-menhir, itself linked to the extraction of megalithic blocks for which the other territorial components have yet to be found.

-The statue-menhirs of Chamigny and Beautheil have already renewed our conception of the symbolic world of Neolithic territories for the Ile-de-France region.

-The latter feed into questions relating to the perceptible influences (economic, symbolic etc.) at the end of the Neolithic period between the West (Armorican massif extended to the Atlantic façade) and the south of France.

6. What do the Chamigny discoveries tell us about territorial structures?

While the discovery of Chamigny may seem unprecedented for the Ile-de-France region, it is also worth contextualizing contemporaneous and complementary sites within functional territories and to reflect on the subtle interactions between the "world of the living" and the "world of the dead" through a "symbolic world" (Brunet V., Jallot, 2018).

Comparisons were made between the large mining centre of Jablines (Fig. 12a) and the Plussulien quarry in central Brittany (Fig. 12b). Both convergences and divergences were observed. We will only deal here with one aspect in particular of the research in progress, this concerns the organisation of territories and the link with the symbolic world (Brunet V., Jallot, 2019):

-The two major economic centers analysed in small areas (less than 10 km) show locations stone-working and polished sites, menhirs and collective burials converging around major mine/quarry. Settlements are generally located at the bottom of the slope (Fig. 12a andb).

-The "symbolic" world seems to be approached from two angles of observation, that of the mining world and that of the funeral world. The eminently symbolic gesture represented by the deposition of axes in the tombs of the Middle Neolithic II of the Boucle de Jablines [meander] (and in particular that of a child) raises the question of the status of the buried individuals (Bostyn et al., 2015) and their relationship with the neighbouring Jablines mine for which a symbolic function could be proposed (Bostyn, 2018). In the Late Neolithic period, this link persists in two ways: through the durability of axes deposed in graves, but also through the use of flint flakes currently being silicified within the architecture of collective tombs (Brunet V., to be published).

All this contributes to making us aware that if the territory of the Late Neolithic period of Chamigny is only just beginning to reveal itself through the existence of collective graves, megaliths and their extraction sites, we still have to find settlements, flint mines, stone-working and polishing sites and "initiate/symbolic" sites if they are preserved at all.

Regional contextualization of the funerary and megalithic discovery of Chamigny

The statue-menhir of Chamigny remains highly unusual for the lower Marne valley, but it is not completely unique. Indeed, the general appearance of the sandstone menhir of the "Pignon de Sainte-Aubierge" in Beautheil (Seine-et-Marne) is similar to a human silhouette, with indentations for the hips (lower third) and for the neck (upper third) and a belt pattern on its eastern side (Fig. 10) ( Jallot, Brunet V., Masson Mourey, forthcoming).

In a broader geographical perspective, on the scale of the lower Marne valley, the end of the Neolithic period is quite well documented, with 65 funeral sites, 55 settlements and also evidence for other sites for settlement, 26 indices of mining sites and stone-working sites (Brunet V., 2018).

In the surroundings of Chamigny, several functionally complementary sites allow us to approach a territorial structure. The area is organized with two collective tombs and a statue-menhir. Indeed, around 1930, a "allée couverte" (gallery grave) was located about 350 m from the tomb uncovered in 2017, it was built of limestone and sandstone slab. It was destroyed with dynamite without any excavation or survey (Acloque, Guillaumet, 1968). Hiking surveys carried out in the summer of 2017 have enabled us to identify less than 500 m from possible sandstone extraction sites, as well as a probable flint extraction site ( Jallot, Brunet V., to be published). Finally, a dozen habitat indices are reported in the surrounding municipalities (Fig. 11) (Brunet V., to be published).

The Jablines sector, located further downstream, offers a more complete territorial structure than Chamigny, as it is better documented. There are contemporary and functionally complementary sites from the recent and final Neolithic period.

Fosse de calage ?

4. What are the possible functions of these megalithic blocks?

These decorated and fragmented megaliths found on the same former ground level (and for the statue-menhir, wich the decorated face against the ground) testify to a deliberate act of abandonment. It is therefore important for us to look for their original location in order to better appreciate to how they originally appeared.

The pit at the eastern end of the tomb (the possible entrance?) contains in its filling blocks of wedging material tipped on one side, characteristic evidence for the loosening of megaliths or megaxyles. Since the base of the statue-menhir (Block no 1) is smaller than that of the pit, it can be assumed that the latter served as a supporting pit for the statue-menhir (Fig. 9). This type of configuration of a megalithic Neolithic burial marker, without being widespread, is nevertheless present along of the entire Atlantic coast of Europe ( Jallot, 2017).

The decoration of the megalithic blocks

These blocks, formed from soft sandstones, have natural folds that may have been a selection criterion. We observed a number of marks, which could be classified into two categories: natural and anthropogenic.

-Block no 1 : Side 3 : from top to bottom:

-On the convex upper face is a speckled surface (Fig. 6a and7).

-Two opposed triangular motifs have been created in slight relief from the original surface of the block, as an enhancement to a previously roughened surface. This could be the representation of two triangular blade daggers (Fig. 6b and7).

-Three dotted lines run along the block over its entire width forming two superposed bands. It is remarkable that this double bandprobably the representation of a beltis part of a natural transverse swelling of the sandstone (Fig. 6c and7).

-A concave and oblong pattern, in a very elongated "U" shape is visible below the belt. A small round cup has been placed just above this on the left (Fig. 6d-e and7). It is the representation of an object that is difficult to identify a priori, perhaps a dagger sheath, or even a penis sheath or a loincloth suspended from the belt. A possible comparison proposed (R.J.) with the soft leather loincloths of some Aborigines of Australia, which are rectangular but narrower at the base because they fold on both sides as soon as the individual wearing them walks ("le tombé d'aisance": V. Ebin, 1979).

-A small speckled surface that is difficult for a objective interpretation (Fig. 6f and7).

The analogies that come to mind are them of the statue-menhirs of the Rouergat group in southwestern France, generally dated between the second half of the 4th and the 3rd millennia BC. (Maillé, 2010). Indeed, the engraved double belt compares closely with Aveyron and Tarn exemples (Fig. 8). The oblong motif below the belt recalls the object commonly found in Rouergue, but also in Languedoc (Arnal and Serres 1988). The two opposed daggers (possibly of Remedello type) could evoke certain Chalcolithic armed statues from northern Italy (Ambrosio 1998). 

Morphology and technological analysis

Due to their size and the nature of weathered and fractured surfaces observed on their walls and edges, these blocks are similar to menhirs or orthostats displaced following reductions in their initial size.

-Block no 1, of parallelepipedic form (2.07 m high for an estimated 2 tonnes), has 3 weathered faces: 1-3-5 and 3 fractured faces: 2-4-6 (Fig. 3).

-Block no 2, directly adjacent to the south of the top of Block No. 1, measures 0.84 m x 0.27 m x 0.44 m. Its original shape, largely disturbed later intentional breakage, presents a sub-triangular format far from the original. Nevertheless, it has two weathered faces: 1 and 3 and 4 fractured faces: 2, 4, 5 and 6 (Fig. 3).

-Block no 3, located south of the base of Block no 1 and therefore west of Block no 2, is of sub-quadrangular residual form, measuring 0.60 m x 0.40 m x 0.37 m. It has two weathered faces: 1 and 3, and 4 fractured faces: 2, 4, 5 et 6 (Fig. 3).

The technological analysis made it possible to highlight a number of technical and chronological elements of the stages of transformation of these megalithic blocks:

1. Extraction mode and subsequent shaping:

use of organic wedges in parallel with the use of fire; differential degrees of edge wear (slight linear blunting) indicating successive reductions (Fig. 4). 2. Transport straightening or cutting of the blocks by means of supposed organic elements: rough (Fig. 5a) to glossy (Fig. 5b) abrasion. 3. Decorations. 4. Surface deposits related to taphonomy. Arriving on the field after a somewhat hasty clearing of the blocks within an artificial rectangular space of 2.30 m long by 1.80 m wide, one of us (R. Jallot) carried out, in the company of an Inrap colleague (D. Couturier) and the GIS specialist of the Croissy-Beaubourg Inrap base (C. Seng), a photogrammetric recording in order to compensate for the absence of section drawing and to ascertain the volume of the lying blocks as accurately as possible.

Careful sampling made it possible to complete some photogrammetric views initially limited to a few shots due to the close abandonment positioning of Blocks no 2 and no 3 against Block no 1.

Opposite numbering and location of the blocks (Fig. 3).
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-What were the original nature and functions of these megalithic blocks during the Neolithic period, in this landscape on the hillside overlooking a loop of the Marne?

-Which human co mmunities were responsible for the extraction, transport, storage, decoration and destruction of such megalithic monuments? How did they proceed, and why?

-How should we interpret the presence of a statue-menhir with "southern" features in Seine-et-Marne?

-How did these megalithic blocks fit into the Chamigny landscape and what territorial organizations of the Neolithic period could they be associated with?

INTRODUCTION:

It was during a preventive archaeological excavation carried out in the summer of 2017 by Inrap in Chamigny (Seine-et-Marne: Fig. 1), that three fragmented and decorated megalithic blocks were uncovered 60 m from a collective grave (Pecqueur in Mahé-Hourlier, forthcoming). The iconographic style of the statue-menhir (Block no 1), which is almost unique for the region, and the radiocarbon dating of the collective burial place them between the Late Neolithic and the Early Bronze Age. However, the blocks were found lying and a large and deep pit is present at the eastern end of the tomb, suggesting that the megaliths are probably not in their original functional context (Fig. 2). 
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  context of discovery and study

Europa

  Conference 2019: Neolithic Connections: Britain, The Channel Islands and France Exceptional discovery of a « statue-menhir » and engraved megalithic blocks in Île-de-France (Chamigny, Seine-et-Marne)