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EDITORIAL

This special issue contains a selection of the communications presented during the 3 rd ESFSS (European Symposium on Fire Safety Science), held in Nancy (France) from 12 to 14 September 2018. Following the conference held in Cyprus (2015), the 3 rd ESFSS was the third edition of a series of symposia organized in Europe, with the participation and support of the International Association for Fire Safety Science (IAFSS). The aim was to gather researchers from within Europe and beyond, to have exchange and discussions about fire safety science. This aim was reached, as the conference was attended by 150 delegates from around the world.

More than 120 contributions were received during the conference preparation, involving both submissions for oral and poster presentation. A selection, based on two peer-reviews of full papers, finally resulted in 35 oral presentations and 66 posters, including a special session dedicated to work in progress. Contributions were presented and discussed during three days, with main topics dedicated to: material behavior in fire; fire dynamics and structure in fires; wildland fires; fire suppression; and evacuation and human behaviour. A special tribute was also paid to Margaret Law during the conference, for her work dedicated to fire safety science and engineering.

A workshop entitled 'Agenda 2030 for a Fire Safe World' was also organized by IAFSS prior to the symposium, with the aim to discuss the definition of a Fire Safety Mission and the identification of specific topics for fire science research. This workshop was the onset of a white paper that is in preparation at the moment of writing.

The conference organizers gratefully acknowledge the members of the scientific committee and the experts who carried out the reviews of the papers. They are also grateful to the local organizing committee for the preparation of the conference. The support by the IAFSS, the French research group GDR Feux, the LEMTA laboratory, the Université de Lorraine, the CNRS and the Région Grand Est is also acknowledged.
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