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aUniversité Grenoble-Alpes - CNRS UMR 5266, SIMaP, F-38000 Grenoble, France
bInstitut Jean le Rond d’Alembert, Sorbonne Universités, CNRS, UMR 7190, Paris, France
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Abstract

Prediction of surface cracking in ceramics due to quenching is performed numerically using either the coupled criterion or
a cohesive zone model. Under such a thermal shock, a network of short cracks with minimal spacing between them initiate
and propagate until some of them stop while the others continue propagating. The numerical implementation consists of a
periodic array of cracks modeled by a representative volume element. It allows crack initiation, simultaneous propagation
and period doubling to be predicted. The investigation of the crack period doubling allows a precise determination of the
optimal crack spacing, which decreases with an increasing thermal shock amplitude. The predicted crack spacing results
are in agreement with experimental measurements.
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1. Introduction

Industrial ceramics are known for their low coefficient of thermal expansion (CTE) which gives them high thermal
stability, hence their use in thermal engines and in the aeronautics and aerospace industry. However, it is observed that
surface cracking, an undesired phenomenon, occurs when they are sharply cooled down [3]. Usually, in a metal, quenching
triggers a brutal shrinkage of the surface which deforms plastically. When cooling down goes on, the core of the material
in turn shrinks, putting the surface under compression and leading to a strengthening effect. Unfortunately, being brittle,
ceramics cannot deform plastically, so if the surface shrinkage is too large, cracks will appear in order to accommodate the
deformation. To have experimental evidence of this phenomenon, quenching experiments have been conducted by various
authors on ceramic bars (Al2O3) using a specific setup [13, 25, 26, 32] (see Fig. 1).

Figure 1: One side of a specimen after a thermal shock about 400 K (reprinted from [13]).

The thermal shock caused by a sudden cooling plays an important role in the fracture pattern. Indeed, in case of a
slow cooling or drying process of a thin film on a rigid substrate which prevents effective shrinkage, a first group of cracks
is formed with a given (rather large) spacing and new cracks are continually added as the cooling or drying process goes
on, ultimately leading to saturation [11, 15, 17, 18]. On the contrary, when cooling down is sudden, it seems that a set of
cracks with minimal spacing appears. These cracks are constrained to grow with the minimal spacing until an instability
takes place leading to several successive period doubling events [3, 11, 12].
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The numerical simulation of such a phenomenon has proved difficult to carry out. In parallel with the simple model
proposed by Bahr [3] other approaches have emerged. Jenkins [11, 12] and Jiang et al. [13] used a method based on
finite elements (FE) computations and an energy minimization principle to predict crack spacing. To this aim Li et al.
[21] proposed a convincing, but not so easy to implement, method relying on a non-local damage model. More recently a
phase field approach was developed [5, 28]. In this latter approach, a thin layer of homogeneously damaged material first
appears on the surface before an instability takes place leading to the formation of a first periodic network of close cracks.
The subsequent study of the growth of these cracks, which is allowed by the phase field method, describes the instabilities
leading to period doubling.

The phenomenon of multi-cracking resulting of surface shrinking is in its first stage more akin to a crack initiation
problem than to a crack growth. The traditional tools of brittle fracture mechanics are therefore ineffective. Specific
models must be used, two of them are proposed hereafter. The coupled criterion (CC) combines an energy and a stress
condition [14, 31] and the cohesive zone model (CZM) relies on a traction-separation relationship across fracture surfaces
[24]. They allow determining, for a given temperature drop ∆T and a given crack spacing d:

1) crack initiation time and length,

2) crack period doubling point time and length,

3) crack length variation as a function of time.

Note that, the further crack growth is either simulated using the classical Griffith criterion or by using the cohesive zone
model beyond the crack initiation stage.

It can be pointed out that the proposed model allows varying the crack spacing d which is not known a priori. A
method aiming at determining the optimal crack spacing is presented in the following. In both approaches, the repeated
crack pattern is described using a periodicity assumption. The width of the spacial period corresponds to the crack
spacing.

2. The thermal conduction problem

To model the surface cracking phenomenon occurring due to surface shrinking in the very early times following the
thermal shock and solve it numerically, it is important to have a sufficiently refined thermal conduction model, especially
with regard to boundary conditions. It is briefly recalled below.

We consider the 2D problem of an infinitely long along Ox specimen with width 2w so that the heat equation is a 1D
equation in Oy direction. The specimen is symmetric with respect to the Ox axis, T , t and y respectively denotes the
temperature, time and space variable.

The heat equation writes:

ρ
∂T

∂t
= a

∂2T

∂y2
(1)

where a = k
ρcp

(m2 s−1) is the diffusivity coefficient, k (W m−1 kg−1) the thermal conductivity, ρ (kgm−3) the density

and cp (J kg−1 K−1) the specificic heat capacity. We define the dimensionless reduced time t, space variable y and
temperature T as:

t =
at

w2
; y =

y

w
; T =

T − T0

Text − T0
(2)

where T0 is the initial temperature in the specimen and Text is the outer temperature. In the present case of a thermal
shock leading to shrinking and cracking T0 >> Text. As a consequence, Eqn. (1) rewrites:

∂T

∂t
=
∂2T

∂y2 (3)

The Fourier condition on the bottom face of the specimen (y = −w) is :

k
∂T (−w, t)

∂y
= −h(T (−w, t)− Text) (4)
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where h (W m2 K−1) is the convective heat transfer coefficient. Introducing the dimensionless Biot number B = hw
k , Eqn.

(4) becomes:
∂T (−1, t)

∂y
= −BT (−1, t) (5)

In addition the symmetry condition along the (Ox) axis is

∂T

∂y
= 0 i.e.

∂T

∂y
= 0 (6)

The solution to this system is [7]:

T (y, t) =
∑
i>0

Aiexp(−c2i t)cos(ciy)− 1 (7)

with

Ai =
2sin(ci)

ci + sin(ci)cos(ci)
(8)

where the ci’s are solutions to the transcendent equation:

cisin(ci)−Bcos(ci) = 0 (9)

In the sequel, for simplicity, the material coefficients are assumed to be independent of the temperature although this is
only an approximation [13]. The temperature variation in time and space is modeled by implementation of the solution
(7) to the heat equation in a user subroutine with 30 terms. Results are illustrated in Figure 2. Small oscillations can be
seen in Figure 2b for t̄ = 0.0005 due to the limited number of terms used in (7).

(a) (b)

Figure 2: Reduced temperature (a) drop T̄ and (b) gradient as a function of the reduced distance to the edge at different reduced time t̄.

It must be pointed out that the above equations and solution remain unchanged if cracks develop parallel to the 0y
axis, since there is no thermal exchange in the Ox direction.

3. The coupled criterion to predict crack nucleation

The CC combines an energy and a stress condition. This approach is particularly well suited to simulate the initiation
of new cracks at stress concentration points in brittle materials, such as ceramics [16, 19, 22].
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3.1. The criterion

The CC extends in a way the Griffith criterion and allows to predict crack onset at stress concentration points [31]. It
meets two conditions: an energy one, close to the Griffith condition although written in an incremental form instead of a
differential one, and a stress condition. It does not question Griffith’s criterion, it coincides with it at the tip of a crack
and with the maximum tension that a material can undergo (strength) in the absence of stress concentration. The major
property that emerges from this criterion is that the initiation of a new crack is sudden with a jump over a given length
(often small) before continuing to grow or stop.

Its implementation can be done in two ways: (i) the asymptotic approach, not used here for reasons that will be
explained below, assumes that the initial crack jump is small compared to all the dimensions of the studied structure; (ii)
the full FE approach which has fewer restrictive conditions but requires a higher numerical effort.

Let us consider an uncracked structure and solve the elastic or thermo-elastic problem using FE. First, the potential
energy WP(0) can be computed as well as the tension σ(s) acting on the presupposed crack path (thus prior to crack
initiation) emanating from the stress concentration point under consideration (s is the abscissa along the presupposed
crack path). Then, if double nodes have been inserted along this presupposed path, each pair can be released step by step
to simulate a crack of increasing length l. At each step the corresponding potential energy WP(l) is computed and the
incremental energy condition can be written:

−∆WP = WP(0)−WP(l) ≥ Gcl ⇒ Ginc ≥ Gc with Ginc =
WP(0)−WP(l)

l
(10)

Where Gc is the fracture energy of the material identified with the material toughness through Irwin’s relationship. Here
Ginc is the so-called incremental energy release rate. It differs from the usual definition of the energy release rate G which
is of a differential form

G = −∂WP

∂l
(11)

On the other hand, the stress condition states that the tensile stress prior to crack formation must exceed the tensile
strength of the material σc all along the initial crack jump:

σ(s) ≥ σc for 0 ≤ s ≤ l (12)

These two inequalities allow to compute the crack jump lc at initiation and the critical prescribed load triggering the new
crack formation.

This full FE approach is adopted for two reasons. First, as observed in the experiments, cracks that appear are close
to each other and the spacing is of the same order of magnitude than cracks length, violating the asymptotic assumption
that the crack length is far smaller than any other dimension of the structure. Second, in the early times of the quenching
the temperature gradient is very large which can lead to the definition of a second small parameter that may interact with
the crack length.

3.2. The CC representative volume element

As already mentioned, a large number of cracks initially appear close to one another and it would be extremely
cumbersome to model them all. To avoid this problem, calculations are carried out on an elementary volume representative
of the entire structure by periodically repeating the pattern. This means that we study the central part of the specimen,
far from the ends. The width d of this representative volume element (RVE) is a parameter of the model that will be
used to represent the crack spacing (Figure 3, not at the right scale). This approach has already been used successfully in
[17, 18].

Because of symmetries, only 1/4 of the RVE (Figure 3) is meshed, its height is 1/2 of the specimen width w. Along the
presupposed crack path the mesh size increases upward from 1.7 µm to 8 µm at 0.2 mm from the bottom (it is checked
afterward that this is big enough to cover the actual crack length). It then continues to increase to reach 0.2 mm on the
upper part.

Due to the symmetry of the specimen with respect to Ox there is no bending, the actual displacement field in the
RVE U is taken as the superposition of an elementary thermally activated field U th (baptized shrinking in Figure 4) and
an elementary mechanical traction U el acting on the left and right faces (stretching in Figure 4):

U(x, y, t) = ∆T0 U
th(x, y, t) + z U el(x, y) (13)
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Figure 3: Left: the RVE used to study the simultaneous onset and growth of a periodic set of cracks. Right: 1/4 of the RVE, the dashed lines
are symmetry axes, the red solid line at the bottom left is the presupposed crack path.

Figure 4: 1/4 RVE stretching due to a unit traction and shrinking due to a unit cooling.

Where ∆T0 = Text−T0 is the prescribed temperature drop. The unknown weight z, function of t, is linked to the average
horizontal strain ε̄xx

z = ε̄xx
d

2
(14)

It is obtained writing that the resultant force R(U) acting on the lateral faces of the specimen vanishes

∆T0 R(U th) + z R(U el) = 0 (15)

The two elementary solutions fulfil the balance equation

−∇.σth = 0; −∇.σel = 0 (16)

Where the stress tensors σth and σel are defined by the constitutive equations

σth = C :
(
∇U th − αI

)
(17)
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and
σel = C : ∇U el (18)

Here C is the Hooke tensor depending on Young’s modulus E and Poisson’s ratio ν of the material (isotropy is assumed).
In (17), α is the CTE and I the second order identity tensor (isotropy is assumed as well). Eqn. (17) is the thermoelastic
constitutive law for a temperature change equal to unity.

The bottom face Γb of the RVE is traction free

σth
xy = σth

yy = 0 σel
xy = σel

yy = 0 (19)

Horizontal displacements are prescribed on the left face Γl of the RVE

U th
x = 0; U el

x = −1 (20)

For symmetry reasons calculations are carried out only on 1/4 of the RVE (see Figure 3) and the two elementary solutions
fulfil the symmetry conditions along Ox

U th
y = 0; σth

xy = 0; U el
y = 0; σel

xy = 0 (21)

and along Oy
U th
x = 0; σth

xy = 0; U el
x = 0; σel

xy = 0 (22)

Once U th and U el have been numerically computed using FE for various crack length l, the change in potential energy
between the uncracked and cracked states can be calculated [18]

−∆WP =
1

2
∆T 2

0 ∆(KXthXth) + ∆T0z∆(BXel)− 1

2
z2∆(KXelXel) (23)

Where K is the stiffness matrix that results from the discretization of the two problems (the same in both cases),
Xth and Xel are the nodal vectors solution to the discretized systems and B the vector of nodal forces involved in the
thermoelastic problem. Note that in (23) Xth and z both depend on t and that this calculation must be carried out at
each time step.

Once the cracks have initiated, the further growth can be studied using Griffith’s criterion, the derivative being
approximated by a difference in potential energy at each step of unbuttoning:

−∂WP

∂l
≥ Gc (24)

It is thus possible to compare from an energetic point of view, on the one hand the simultaneous crack growth using the
RVE of Figure 3 and on the other hand the growth of one crack out of two by growing only the left crack in the RVE of
Figure 5.

3.3. CC Results

For convenience, although it is a cooling process, the values of ∆T0 = Text−T0 and ∆T = T −T0 are noted as positive
in the following.

The simulations have been carried out on the Alumina already described in [21]. The material parameters are: Young’s
modulus E = 370 GPa, Poisson’s ratio ν = 0.3, tensile strength σc = 180 MPa, fracture energy Gc = 24.3 J m−2 (toughness
KIc = 3.14 MPa m1/2), density ρ = 3980 kg m−3, thermal conductivity k = 31 W m−1 K−1, specific heat capacity cp = 880
J kg−1 K−1, convective heat transfer coefficient h = 5 104 W m−2 K−1 (Biot’s number B ≈ 8).

The way the CC is applied is illustrated in Figures 6, 7 and 8 for t = 1.6 ms and a given crack spacing 2 mm. It
is written in a dimensionless way so that the two conditions 10 and 12 can be plotted on the same graph. Obviously, in
Figure 6 the stress condition holds true for l ≤ 0.06 mm but the energy condition nowhere. No crack initiation is possible
after t = 1.6 ms for a temperature drop ∆T0 = 500 K. Under the same conditions, but with ∆T0 = 550 K (Figure 7), again
no possible crack initiation, the two conditions holds true but on disjointed segments. Initiation can occur for ∆T0 = 600
K, with lc = 0.075 mm. This length is the initiation length but in general not an arrest length as seen further. Finally,
from Figure 9 for ∆T0 = 650 K, it is clear that it still exists a solution at an earlier time than t = 1.6 ms.

The elapsed time before crack nucleation depends on the temperature drop as shown in Figure 10. Moreover, for
temperature drops smaller than ∆T0 = ∆Tmin = 120 K no crack nucleation is predicted.
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Figure 5: Left: the RVE used to study a possible doubling of the period. Right: 1/4 of the RVE, the dashed lines are symmetry axes, the red
solid line at the bottom left is the growing crack and the one at the bottom right is an arrested one.

Figure 6: The stress and energy conditions at t = 1.6 ms and ∆T0 = 500 K for d = 2 mm. The stress condition is fulfilled for l ≤ 0.06 mm but
the energy condition nowhere.

The actual crack spacing is determined using the method developed in [8, 17, 18]. At a given initiation time t, various
decreasing spacings are tested. In each case, the temperature drop likely to cause crack onset is determined based on
the CC. It is observed that this temperature drop keeps constant for large spacings and then starts to increase as the
crack spacing becomes smaller than a threshold (Figure 11). The actual crack spacing is taken as the smallest spacing
prior to the increase in the temperature drop, it corresponds to the maximum dissipation that can be reached at a given
temperature drop. According to Figure 11 it is located between 0.8 and 1.4 mm, seemingly independent of the intensity
of the thermal shock. It is the order of magnitude found in [13], however, it is obviously difficult to capture accurately
the end of the plateau. This may not be very surprising taking into account the large scattering seen in the experiments,
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Figure 7: The stress and energy conditions at t = 1.6 ms and ∆T0 = 550 K for d = 2 mm. Ranges on which the stress criterion and the energy
criterion are disjointed.

Figure 8: The stress and energy conditions at t = 1.6 ms and ∆T0 = 600 K for d = 2 mm. There is crack initiation with lc = 0.075 mm.

spacings of 0.4 mm to 1.6 mm are observed for instance for ∆T0 = 400 K (see Figure 21 further on). It can be noted that
the difficulty to accurately compute the optimal crack spacing is not due to a CC limitation but rather to the plateau
beginning determination method itself since the same difficulty was met using the above method with CZM, therefore a
different strategy will be proposed in Section 4.3.

To study the crack growth after initiation, the energy release rate G (Eqn. (11)) is superimposed in Figure 12. Then,
according to [8, 17, 18], it is clear in figure 12 that following the initiation, the crack grows almost instantaneously in an
unstable manner (G > Gc). The “arrest length”has two bounds (quotation marks are used because it would be a real
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Figure 9: The stress and energy conditions at t = 1.6 ms and ∆T0 = 650 K for d = 2 mm. There exists a solution at an earlier time.
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Figure 10: Actual temperature drop ∆T = T − T0 (as already mentioned, although this is a cooling process, the ∆T values are noted positive)
at different times t corresponding to crack nucleation ∆T0 = 600 K, t = 1.6 ms, ∆T0 = 500 K, t = 2.2 ms, ∆T0 = 400 K, t = 3.3 ms, ∆T0 = 300
K, t = 5.8 ms, ∆T0 = 200 K, t = 14.8 ms (following the arrow).

arrest length only if at the same time the cooling mechanism was stopped):
(i) the lower one is defined by G = Gc and G↘, it is the usual arrest criterion;
(ii) the upper one by Ginc = Gc and Ginc ↘, the excess energy consequence of the strict inequality G > Gc at initiation
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Figure 11: Prescribed temperature drop ∆T0 triggering crack initiation at t = 1.6, 2.2, 3.3, 5.8, 14.8 ms (following the arrow), as a function
of the crack spacing d. On the right of the shaded area the temperature drop keeps constant, on the left it increases significantly.

being entirely consumed in rupture (refer to [18]).
These bounds, together with the initiation length, are plotted in Figure 13 as functions of the temperature drop ∆T .

It should be noted that the experimental measurement of the initiation and arrest lengths is not straightforward since it
requires the ability to capture the very moment of crack initiation, for instance using a high-speed camera [27].

In the following, the lower bound will be used, this feature has been observed in many other cases except when the
excess energy is extremely large [16].

(mm)

Figure 12: The crack initiation length and the two bounds for the arrest length derived from the CC.
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Figure 13: The crack initiation and arrest lengths function of the temperature drop ∆T0.

∆T0 (K) t (ms) d (mm) l init (mm) l arrest (mm) Further growth
608 1.75 1 0.075 0.167 Simultaneous growth
502 2.44 1 0.084 0.185 Simultaneous growth
402 3.69 1 0.091 0.213 Transition
304 6.44 1 0.102 0.251 Period doubling
200 16.56 1 0.125 0.323 Period doubling
< 120 No crack initiation

Table 1: Temperature drop, elapsed time at initiation, initiation length, “arrest length”after initiation, further growth. Values differ slightly
from those used previously to take into account results presented in Figure 11.

Once initiated and “stopped”, the subsequent growth of the crack can be studied using Griffith’s criterion. We propose
to examine what happens immediately after this first phase, when time continues to elapse, by comparing the growth of
the crack in the RVE depicted in Figure 3 (corresponding to the simultaneous growth of all cracks), to the growth of a
single crack in the RVE depicted in Figure 5 (corresponding to the growth of one crack out of two, i.e. the doubling of the
period). More precisely, twice the energy released by the growth of the crack in case 1 is compared to the energy released
by the single crack in case 2 and the most favourable case from the point of view of the energy (i.e. the case leading to
the maximum dissipation) is selected [23]. Results are summarized in Table 1. Results of Table 1 are qualitatively in
agreement with a comment in [13] stating that the short cracks become shorter as ∆T0 increased.

4. The cohesive zone model

4.1. The model

A second approach allowing quenching-induced crack initiation and growth to be modeled is cohesive zone modeling
(CZM) [4, 10]. Such an approach has already been employed to model cracking in ceramics materials for instance under
mechanical [30] or thermal [6] loading. It defines a relation between the cohesive traction Tn and the opening displacement
δn of a process zone. As soon as the traction reaches a critical value (taken herein as the material strength), debonding
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occurs which triggers a decrease in the cohesive traction (damage) until the opening displacement reaches a critical value
δc for which the traction becomes null, which corresponds to the nucleation of a crack. The area of the traction-separation
profile is the work for separation, i.e. Gc for an elastic material with no dissipation effects. For a given traction-separation
profile, a relation between Gc, σc and δc can be straightforwardly derived so that only two of these parameters are required
as input. The CZM approach thus requires the same ingredients as for the CC, i.e. the material strength σc and fracture
energy Gc. In addition, the traction separation profile can also be varied. However, all the cohesive zone models are
equivalent for studying stable rectilinear crack propagation [1] and the traction-separation profile only has an influence
on crack initiation [2, 9] or branching. In the present work, the influence of the traction-separation profile is not studied
and a bilinear profile is adopted throughout the analysis (Figure 14).

Figure 14: The bilinear cohesive zone model.

4.2. The CZM representative volume element

As above and for analogous reasons, the FE model consists of an infinite specimen modeled by repeating a representative
volume element (RVE) with periodic boundary conditions, which is thus representative of the specimen center far for the
lateral edges. For practical reasons, the present RVE contains two parallel crack paths on which cohesive zone elements
are inserted, which allows modeling initiation of a periodic array of cracks, the simultaneous growth of these cracks as
well as the possible subsequent crack period doubling if one out of two cracks stops propagating (Fig. 15).

A material characteristic length defined by Lmat = EGc

σ2
c

allows estimating the process zone extent, which is actually a

fraction of this length [29], its value also depending on the prescribed boundary conditions. It was checked that a typical
process zone size is around 0.12 mm, which corresponds to 0.44 Lmat. The mesh is refined near the cracks so as to ensure
that the process zone contains enough elements to well reproduce crack initiation and propagation. The mesh size along
the crack path is set to 5× 10−3 mm.

Symmetry boundary condition Uy(x, y0) = 0 is applied on the top face of the RVE, moreover a displacement Ux(x0, y0) =
0 at the top left node (see Fig. 15)) is also prescribed to prevent rigid body motions. Periodic boundary conditions are
applied to the RVE so as to model an infinite array of cracks. This means that, as in periodic homogenization, the strain
field is periodic whereas the traction exerted on the lateral faces are antiperiodic, as a consequence the displacement field
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Figure 15: Left: the RVE used with cohesive zones. Right: 1/2 of the RVE, the dashed line is a symmetry axis. Presupposed crack paths where
cohesive zone elements are inserted are vertical lines embedding the red solid lines. The red solid lines are an example of cracks after doubling
the period.

is the sum of a periodic function and a linear one

Ux(x0 + 2d, y)− Ux(x0, y) = 2d ε̄xx
Uy(x0 + 2d, y)− Uy(x0, y) = 2d ε̄xy

(25)

for anypoint (x, y) belonging to the left boundary. Here ε̄xx and ε̄xy are the mean strain tensor elongation and shear
components (see (14)), which are unknown a priori since a thermal loading is applied. However, according to Hooke’s law
σxy = 2µεxy, then it comes ε̄xy = 0 since σ̄xy = 0 because (i) no efforts are applied on the lateral faces of the specimen, (ii)
the thermal expansion coefficients are isotropic. In addition, according to the condition that prevents rigid body motion,
Ux(x0 + 2d, y0) = 2dε̄xx.

To summarize, the boundary conditions can be written (x varies from 0 to 2d and y from 0 to w/2)

Uy(x, y0) = 0
Uy(x0 + 2d, y) = Uy(x0, y)

Ux(x0, y0) = 0
Ux(x0 + 2d, y) = Ux(x0, y) + 2d ε̄xx

with ε̄xx = Ux(x0+2d,y0)
2d

(26)

Due to the choice of a non-symmetrical RVE, writing boundary conditions is slightly more complicated than in Section
3.2 but the above conditions (26) can be taken into account by most FE codes. In this case, it is essentially the number
of cohesive zone elements and the total number of degrees of freedom that determine the cost of the computation.

4.3. Results with CZM

The model presented in Section 4.1 is now applied so as to determine the optimal crack spacing as a function of the
temperature drop. Fig. 16 shows the crack length variation as a function of time for the two cracks in the RVE for
a temperature drop ∆T0 = 480 K and a crack spacing d = 1 mm. It can be seen that, first, both cracks initiate and
propagate simultaneously until reaching a certain length which corresponds to the crack period doubling point, beyond
which only one crack out of two propagates while the other one stops. This phenomenon can be explained by the fact
that propagating only one crack from this point is a more energetically favourable configuration.
This is not contradictory with results in Table 1 where for such a temperature drop, it is concluded that after initiation
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(∆T0 = 500 K and larrest ' 0.185 mm) there is simultaneous growth of the whole set of cracks, without auguring of further
evolution.

We performed simulations with RVE’s (Figure 15) containing either one crack (RVE width d) or two cracks (RVE
width 2d) so as to compare models in which the crack period doubling is likely to occur (RVE with two cracks) with a
case in which both cracks would continue propagating simultaneously (RVE with one crack). For crack lengths smaller
than the one corresponding to the crack period doubling point, the energy of both configurations (i.e. twice the energy in
the single crack case) are exactly the same, which is consistent with the simultaneous crack propagation observed prior to
the doubling point in Fig. 16. For larger crack lengths, the energy of the configuration with only one out of two cracks
propagating is smaller than if both cracks continue propagating (i.e. there is a larger dissipation). Therefore, the former
is more energetically favorable than the latter and will be observed in practice.
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Figure 16: Cracks extensions as a function of time for a RVE containing two cracks.

The crack period doubling point can be determined as a function of the crack spacing for a given temperature drop.
Fig. 17 shows the crack length variation as a function of time for several crack spacings for a ∆T0 = 380 K temperature
drop. It can be observed that the smaller the crack spacing, the smaller the time and the length of the crack at the period
doubling point.

The crack length at the doubling point as a function of the crack spacing, depicted in Fig. 18, exhibits a linear variation.
Therefore, it is possible to determine the minimum spacing dopt for which crack period doubling occurs, which corresponds
to the intersection between the line and the abscissa axis. It means that below this value, only one out of two cracks will
initiate in the RVE, which finally corresponds to a configuration of a RVE with twice the crack spacing. Therefore, the
minimum spacing for which crack period doubling occurs corresponds to the optimal spacing between cracks.

The same procedure has been repeated for several temperature drops. Fig. 19 shows the crack length at the crack
period doubling point variation as a function of the crack spacing obtained for temperature drops between 280 and 580
K.

In all cases, a linear variation is obtained which allows determining the optimal crack spacing. The higher the
temperature drop, the lower the optimal crack spacing. 20 shows the optimal crack spacing as a function of the temperature
drop. A regression of the computed optimal spacings dopt as a function of the temperature drop ∆T0 has been performed
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Figure 17: Crack extensions as a function of time for several crack spacings d.
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Figure 18: Crack length corresponding to the doubling point as a function of the crack spacing d.

in the form:

dopt(∆T0) =
1√

∆T0

∆Tmin
− 1

(27)
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Figure 19: Crack length corresponding to the doubling point as a function of crack spacing obtained for several temperature drops ∆T0 =280,
380, 480, 580 K following the arrow.
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Figure 20: Optimal spacing dopt as a function of the temperature drop.

The chosen regression form has the advantage of involving a single parameter ∆Tmin which has a physical meaning since
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it corresponds to the minimum temperature drop below which no cracking occurs during the ceramic quenching. A
least-squares fitting of this parameter leads to ∆Tmin= 146 K. It can be seen that the chosen function allows a satisfying
representation of the optimal spacing variation as a function of the temperature drop and also give access to ∆Tmin, which
is an essential data for manufacturing ceramic parts that may undergo temperature drops.
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Figure 21: Crack spacing determined experimentally (red dashed line) and numerically (blue solid line) as a function of the temperature drop.
Experimental results are taken from [13]. the shaded area corresponds to the bounds determined in Figure 11.

A comparison between the experimental results from [13] and the predictions of the FEM calculations using CZM is
displayed in Figure 21. A very large scattering in the crack spacing measured experimentally can be observed. The error
bars in the numerical approach correspond to dopt determined by (27) and twice this value. Indeed, we assume that the
crack network will subdivide until it falls within this interval for which no further subdivision can occur since dopt is the
smallest possible spacing. The shaded area corresponds to the two bounds determined using the CC (see Section 3.3 and
Figure 11).

5. Conclusion

The thermal shock induced by a sudden cooling of ceramics results in the nucleation of a set of cracks more or
less regularly distributed along the specimen edge. Both CC and CZM allow the determination of the initiation crack
length and temperature drop corresponding to a given crack spacing by combining a stress and an energy conditions.
Both approaches are complementary, they basically yield similar crack initiation loading and spacing, and their numerical
efficiency depends on the searched purpose. A rough estimate of the initial crack spacing can also be obtained by detecting
the beginning of a plateau in the temperature drop variation as a function of the crack spacing. However, although it is
illusory trying to give a precise spacing so large is the experimental scattering, this method lacks accuracy.

At this stage, the biggest difference lies in the computation time for obtaining the results. The CZM requires solving
nonlinear problems which calculation cost depends essentially on the number of nodes located in the cohesive zones. This
cost is necessarily high to get a satisfying accuracy. On the contrary, the CC only requests linear resolutions, as many as
there are nodes on the presupposed crack path, with a substantial saving in the calculation cost. However, the advantage
of the CC stops here, it is only dedicated to the initiation phase, studying the subsequent growth of cracks and the period
doubling are beyond its capabilities. This can be done using the Griffith criterion but the prodedure is difficult because
it is necessary to consider numerous crack configurations. On the contrary, the same CZM approach can be continued for
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analyzing the further crack growth without introducing new complications. This is particularly interesting for investigating
in depth the doubling of the period. This cohesive zone approach together with the period doubling made it possible to
develop a strategy to determine the initial crack spacing with a higher precision, highlighting a trend in relation to the
amplitude of the thermal shock, results are in agreement with the experimental measurements.
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