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that are surmountable with inspired and 

motivated input. Quality mentorship is vital 

for trainees and junior scientists to achieve 

career goals (1–3) and is perhaps more criti-

cal for D/HH scientists who intrinsically 

face communication challenges (4). 

The unique experiences, skills, and exper-

tise of each D/HH scientist in our commu-

nity empower the model and have advanced 

scientific understanding across the wider 

biomedical community. Most of us meet in 

person at the annual meeting of the ARO 

(as well as other professional conferences), 

where our network has secured equal access 

to podium and poster sessions through sign 

language interpreters, hearing-assistive 

technology, and real-time captioning. The ef-

ficacy of our distributed model of peer sup-

port, mentorship, and integration with the 

wider scientific community is validated in 

part by those members of HI-ARO who have 

become academic faculty (4–6), secured 

competitively funded national research 

awards, and published influential manu-

scripts in high-impact journals [e.g., (7–10)].

Given the demonstrated success of 

this distributed model of mentorship, we 

believe that federal and philanthropic 

efforts to increase diversity should not be 

limited to a proposed hub model in a single 

geographic area that focuses primarily on 

trainees. An alternative approach is to scale 

up our distributed model of mentoring 

D/HH pre- and postdoctoral trainees, with a 

particular focus on junior faculty competing 

for research awards who will serve as the 

next generation of mentors. The distributed 

model will continue to raise awareness of 

the societal cost of hearing loss and energize 

the trajectories of D/HH scientists globally. 

The distributed and hub models are not 

mutually exclusive and an open dialogue to 

investigate their synergistic alignment may 

be highly beneficial.  
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 OUTSIDE THE TOWER

Nature’s treasure hunt
Late March is the end of the cicada season in New Zealand. But the summer has been 

unusually wet in Auckland, and the insects’ constant singing is still going strong in 

Henderson Park, where a larger-than-usual crowd of visitors has gathered for the 2017 

edition of Bioblitz. The goal of this event is to inventory all living things on a site within a 

24-hour window. Participants go on a treasure hunt for plants, animals, and fungi, then 

bring specimens to an army of volunteer scientists who provide taxonomic identification 

as well as anecdotal scientific background about the collected organisms. Parents and 

children alike are looking high and low for critters. One of the big hits this year is cicadas 

and the empty skins that they leave behind when they transform into flying adults. 

Visitors at my soil fauna stall gasp with surprise as I show them a live cicada nymph: 

“So this is what they look like! I have only ever seen empty cases!” Their amazement 

grows as I explain that to find living nymphs, they would have to dig—the juveniles 

live underground and only come out when it is time to metamorphose. A more daring 

kid lets the insect nymph crawl in her hands and giggles when the unsettled creature 

pinches her skin. Later, the same child returns, dragging her dad to my stall, deter-

mined to teach him the life cycle of cicadas. A Bioblitz exposes the public to otherwise 

unnoticed biodiversity and has the potential to develop a sense of awe for a natural 

world that is increasingly removed from people’s daily urban life. As I watch this little 

girl teaching her dad about the wonders of nature, I feel we may finally have the upper 

hand in the battle to conserve biodiversity.
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