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EunncrNc ETHIcAL coNcERNS IN EcoNoMrc DEVELopMENT

The reflection, already ancient indeed, concerning social and economic ethics has been stimulated continuation to the economic, social and political upheaval of the last decades : the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the non sustainable economic growth and the mis- development of many countries, the development of the State-provided welfare... In the early nineties, the progress of democracy was combined with an accelerated globalisation of the market that prevailed upon national and political frontiers. Through an unbridled liberalism, the justice provided by the market appeared increasingly malthusian and undermined the framework of ethical social behaviour which has been patiently woven.

If tecirnological innovations have largely contributed to the improvement of life conditions, technical advances appear increasingly ambivalent to-day. Indeed, the new scientific knowledge dissipates the uncertainty but allows some technical applications leading to new risks and uncertainties : such is the case of the genetically modified organisms (GMO).

Generally speaking, the innovations in the agricultural and food sectors have largely reduced the natural conshaints, which at first glance looks like a certain connivance between technical progress and human freedom, each considered as the fruit of the other. In order to be save employment, job opportunities get scarce ; even if at the beginning, capital ownership insured a relative stability of the economic domination, technical advances now have as strong an influence as leaderships and market positions. Technological innovations are today a key-1AIRA, Unité Economie, Rue Adolphe Bobierre -CS 61103-35011 Rennes cédex. E-mail: dvermers@roazhon.inra.fr. D. Vermersch is also with the UCL (Louvpin la Neuve, Belgium) D6CU11ENTATp11 ÉC911S;14;E RUIIALE RE1111ES r ililt ililt ililt 1ilil llllr lllll llll llll ir( 0.0 4 7 0 1 * factor conceming competitiveness and commercial confrontation and sometimes annihilating traditional agricultural savings which had been patiently woven.

The ambiguity of technical advances can be seen to-day, particularly through the evolution of the relation between man and nature. < lV'hat criteria can we adopt towards nature ? Should nature be viewed simply as raw material for Promethean exploitation by humans, or as tlte larger womb of lfe in which ltumans live, move, and have their being, and whose rhythms and laws they must respect ? Is the dominant human stance towards nature to be extractive and manipulative or harmony-seeking ? l (Goulet,t997).

There seoms to be a large wide-spread to consider nature as a moral authority. Indeed today's liberal individualism with its claim for autonomy is held to be the outcome of the historical path leading to the emancipation of man from nature. However, technical advances lead to unprecedented situations in which traditional moral principles are no longer necessarily shared or at least necessitate the mediation of knowledge and reflection.

Ethical concerns in economics culminate today with the recent attribution of the 1998 Economics Nobel prize to Professor Amartya Sen. He has defined modem economic science as a science of ethics without ethics, thus freeing itself from an ethical reference which would be external. The reward comes from the fact that Sen advocates philosophical and moral principles capable of regulating the just autonomy of economics.

Ernrcs AND ECoNoMrcs : THE MAINSTREAMS

The same author (Sen, 1987) traces the cross relations between ethics and economics to the aristotelian tradition. For the Greek philosopher, < the study of economics, though related immediately to the pursuit of wealth, is at a deeper level linked up with other studies, involving the assessment and enhancement of more basic goals. Economics relates ultimately to the study of ethics l. The modem economic theory emphasizes the immediat concern and has developed a value-free < engineering ) approach which examines how to mobilize resources and people most efficiently and fashion the institutional arrangements best suited to the economic growth. The ethics-related tradition refers to ultimate ends and questions such as what may foster < the good of man > or ( how should one live >. As noted by Goulet (1997) these concerns are taken as fairly straightforward and the engineering approach has only to find the appropriate means to serye them.

However, Sen laments over the fact that the engineering approach also called positive economics < has not only shunned normative analysis in economics, it has also had the ffict of ignoring a variety of complex ethical considerations which affect actual human behaviour and which, from the point of view of the economists studying such behaviour, are primarily matters offact rather than of normative judgment >.

Modern approaches in ethics stem from the development of the political economic framework during the 18'r'century. Utilitarianism holds an original place ; the formalisation of contractual ethics is the main feature of today's developments.

Utilitarianism as a moral science of fficiency Initiated by Bentham 832) utilitarianism comes down to a very simple principle aiming at guiding all our individual and collective actions : that we must look for "the greatest welfare of the greatest number ". In other words to maximise the collective utility as the sum of individual welfares. This requires an assessment of the various political options on the individual welfare ; then the selection of the option that will maximise the aggregate utility. Utilitarianism stems from a teleological standpoint which subordinates the 'Just" to the "well".

As a "moral", utilitarianism imparts to the conscience the care of defining the idea of " well ", or more precisely the idea of " good ", that is to say what is going to provide to the reasonable individual satisfaction and welfare. It formalises in this way the ethical relativism (that every person determines and pursues his or her own conception of what is well). What interpretation and what social usefulness can we give then to a maximised and aggregated utility stemmed from various individual ethical options ?

Liberal ethics

In fact utilitarianism seems to be a rough "arithmetical moral". The instrumentalisation of the individuals to a collective objective would not be therefore systematically efficient from a social standpoint ; in addition it can undermine human rights. Such is the starting point of the liberal options in ethics. The liberterian version can be distinguished from other approaches integrating egalitarian concerns.

The libertarian version

It postulates that individuals have imprescriptible rights (especially property rights) ; the social institutions justifu themselves solely to enforce these property rights. Furthermore, no particular idea of the well has to be favoured or integrated in a collective objective to which individuals are bound.

More specifically, the libertarian ethics reduces the State at its minimal size. In such a system, how would the appropriation of the original goods be regulated ? First arrived, first served ? How would the property of public goods be managed ?

The rawlsian conception : justice as fairness

The attribution of the original property rights is integrated in the approach initiated by the philosopher John Rawls (a theory ofjustice, l97l). The author was interested in the notion of "procedural" justice, that is to say whether the social institutions are fair or unfair. Rawls imagines an original position of the human community in which it would be suggested to each of its members to look for and to agree upon principles of justice that would then unite them in real life. Given this fictive situation, the philosopher asserts that the members would agree on two principles ofjustice : First principle : every person has an equal right to the most extensive system of fundamental liberties to all that is compatible with the same system for others.

Second principle : economic and social inequalities have to be organised : a) in order to bring the best perspectives to the poorest people (difference principle) b) and so that they are related to functions and open positions to all, in accordance with the just equality opportunity clause.

There is an absolute priority of the first principle on the second because it concerns the fundamental rights of the person. The author proposes an ethical foundation to the social justice subordinating the well to the just (deontological option). Consequently, he challenges the utilitarian idea that would consent to sacrifice a minority of individuals in their fundamental rights in order to maximise the collective utility. Similarly, the difference principle, which shows the social and economic justice, is itself subordinated to the equality opportunity clause, What about the operational nature of the rawlsian theory of justice ? Although Rawls criticises the utilitarian economism which is continually used in cost benefit analysis, Rawls's theory requires a new constructivism. In other words, the faimess of the social and economic inequalities must be continually assessed for each member of the social group. Nevertheless this exercise ishazardous : the "fairness-productivity" of inequalities is strongly dependent on the evolution of the macroeconomic situation and remains conditioned by the subjective individual preferences,... A fair situation today can be considered as unfair tomorrow. Even if the principle is just and remains the same, its realisation is subject to the economic conditions. The political management of these inequalities is difficult to say the least.

As noted by Dupuy (1992), Rawls's theory is very unstable in its application and clearly plagiarises current representations of social justice operated by the cofirmon sense. Other ethical options with an egalitarian concern have been elaborated according to : the content of fundamental rights and the absolute necessity of granting them ; the criteria of distribution, the manner of taking into account the equity between nations and between generations... Each of them tries to conciliate solidarity and tolerance, namely : on the one hand an ethical relativism on the individual plan (implying notably the respect of the diversity of ideas of what a good life is coexisting in our pluralistic society) on the other hand a solicitude as regards the interests of every member of society.

SOME ILLUSTRATIONS AND INITIATIVES Ethical questions in agricultural andfood industries

European agriculture and its food industry have many faces. But they have in common a need to meet the challenges of sustainable growth and social integration and to cope with rapid changes in global markets: markets which will be fully demand-driven, strongly consumer-oriented and with the tendencies of openness and loss of trade barriers.

In most of the member states of the EU, the initial objectives of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) have been met. Those are for instance food security or the maintenance of a sufficient economic basis in rural regions. However the productivist technological in:rovation is strongly denounced today due to the fact of risks and uncertainties relative to the environment and the human health. Furthermore agricultural and food markets are more and more demand driven which provides incentives to take into account new social requirements. These cannot be fully marketable and take place in policy agenda also. Among the new challenges which have a clear ethical character :

The persistence of malnutrition in the world Consumer trust and industrial trustworthiness in the areas of food safety

The economy degraded by a lack ofjastice2

Every economic crisis must be analysed today within the framework of the free market. In each country, as in international relations, the free market may be an appropriate instrument for sharing resources and responding effectively to people's needs. Social justice makes trade permanent. Every human being has the right to accede to it, at the risk of foundering in an economic neo-Malthusianism based upon a stereotyped vision of solvency and efficiency.

Having said that, however, it must be noted that justice and the market are often analysed as two contradictory realities, which relieves the human person of any responsibility for social justice. The need for equity is then no longer the responsibility of the individual, who is resigned to succumbing to the market, but is transferred to the state, and more specifically to the Welfare State. In general terms, prevailing moral philosophies are largely responsible for a shift in thinking in this area. This shift has moved away from the field ofjust behaviour to the field ofjust structures and just procedures, a theoretical construction that is now out of our reach. Furthermore, this State-provided welfare, ad intra and ad extra, now seems to be running out of steam and to be increasingly less able to guarantee any genuine distributive justice, to the point of threatening the efficiency of the national economy. Should this not be cause to reflect on the relationship between the lack of an individual contribution to the establishment of social justice and of moderation in our o\ryn economic behaviour on the one hand, and on the other, the increasing ineffectiveness of existing re-distribution mechanisms that eventually diminishes the overall efficiency of our economy ?

To respond to this opposition between the market and justice, we can work on the basis of the notion of just price, derived from Scholasticism. This refers not only to the criterion of commutative justice, but more broadly to the criterion of social justice, namely, all the rights and duties of the human person. This realisation of social justice, thanks to a just price, is based on a twofold conformity: the conformity of the legal environment of the market to the "moral law" and the conformity of multiple individual economic acts which set market prices to the 'omoral law". Just as the market price is based on a variety of customary values agreed upon by consumers, so it is our moral conduct, as the arbiter of agreed customary 2 this sub section is part of the author's conhibution to a study done for Pontifical Council < Cor unum ) : World Hunger, a Challenge for all : Development in Solidarity. Libreria Editrice Vaticana, october 1996. values, that will cause the market price to converge or not to converge with the just price.

When market agents fail to incorporate their duty to ensure social justice into their economic decisions, the market mechanism itself will dissociate the competitive price from the just price. We are all invited to embody the moral law in our daily economic activities. From this stems the concept that the just or unjust character of the price is to a certain extent "in our own hands", the hands of the producer and the investor, the hands of the consumer and of the public policy-makers. All this does not dispense the State, nor the community of States, from the duty to exercise protection that is capable, among other things, of imperfectly making up for the lack of the individual duty to ensure social justice. This lack is the absence of conformity to the moral law, a duty incumbent on eachone of us. The common good is a political object which has primacy over the mere commutative justice in trade.

The Hoover Chair in Economic and Social Ethics Thanks to an endowment by the Hoover Foundation for the Development of the Catholic University of Louvain, the Hoover Chair in Economic and Social Ethics was created in 1991 to stimulate the explicit and rigorous discussion of ethical issues in the research and teaching of the Faculty of Economic, Social and Political Sciences, and to help nourish a clear and well informed public debate on the ethical issues that arise in the various areas covered by the disciplines represented in the Faculty. A newsletter is published twice ayeff and contains the programme of activities, a list of recent publications and information about various European initiatives in the arca of economic and social ethics. Since 1994, postdoctoral fellowships are awarded every year to enable foreign scholars active in the area of social and economic ethics to spend a number of months at the Hoover Chair. Since 1995, people with a university degree in any subject and students working towards such a degree are admissible to an undergraduate diploma in economic and social ethics (in French onlr. Since 1994, the Hoover Chair hosts the secretariat of a Europe-wide network of scholars and organizations actively interested in the idea of an unconditional basic income (or citizen's income or social dividend or demogrant).

CoNcl,ulrNccoMMENTs

As the year 2000 is drawing near, the Jubilee is a particularly necessary practice in the field of economy, for if left to itself, economy becomes drained of its life-blood, because it no longer does justice. Every economic crisis essentially appears as a crisis ofjustice which is no longer being carried out. The chosen people of the Old Testament had already understood this, and today it must be made a reality.

All men and women of goodwill can perceive the ethical issues that are at stake and are linked to the future of the world economy : combating hunger and malnutrition, contributing to food security and the endogenous agricultural development of the developing countries; developing these countries' export potential, and preserving the natural resources of planet-wide relevance. These are constituent components of the universal common good which must be identified and fostered by the developed countries. These components must also stand as the essential objective of international economic organisations and as the