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Martin Drucker achieved his Ph.D. in plant cell biology in 1995. Since 1999, his research focuses on molecular and cellular aspects of plant virus transmission by aphid vectors, initially in the group of Stéphane Blanc (INRA Centre Occitanie -Montpellier), and now together with Véronique Brault (INRA Centre Grand Est -Colmar). In the last years, he and his co-workers developed a new concept in virus transmission -transmission activation -where the presence of vectors triggers formation of transmissible virus morphs. This means that viruses may switch from a replicative state to a transmissible state when transmission is possible. His present research aims to understand how plant viruses manipulate plant hosts and aphid vectors to optimise transmission.