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Primitive shoulders

H. naledi’s shoulders are
positioned in a way that

would have helped with

climbing and hanging.

Curved fingers

Long, curved fingers, useful
for climbing in trees, could
be a trait retained from a
more apelike ancestor.
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Posterior view
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Discussion and Conclusions:

* Clavicle and proximal humerus of H. naledi speak to a more ape-
like shoulder configuration

* H. naledi proximal ulna overall very similar to the KNM-BK 66
ulna from Baringo

* Provisional results reinforce previous interpretations of H. naledi
upper limb as adapted to climbing behaviours
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+ All the taxonomy and geology papers are open-access with eLife: https://elife.elifesciences.org/

* 3D surface scans of the fossil material are free to download at MorphoSource:
http://morphosource.org/Detail/ProjectDetail /Show/project id/124
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