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Abstract

Compact three dimensional spaces of constant curvature without bor-

der can be considered as cavities for free electromagnetic fields. For space-

times of the form : t⊗ staticspace , this note shows that the electromag-

netic field spectrum is the same as the Laplacian eigenvalue spectrum of

a scalar field in those spaces.

Introduction

An attempt to compute numerically the first Laplacian eigenvalues of a scalar
field in 3-dimensional constant curvature compact hyperbolic manifolds without
border, has been presented in [1]. These geometries can be considered as cavities
for free electromagnetic fields. The goal of the present note is to extend the
results obtained in the scalar field case to the free electromagnetic field and to
show that the eigenvalue spectra are the same.
The space manifolds considered here, which are called M , are isometric to the
quotient Hn/Γ where Hn is the n-dimensional constant curvature hyperbolic
space (Appendix A), and Γ is a group of isometries of Hn called the covering
group in the following (in this note n = 3). For a complete study of constant
curvature spaces see [2] . In this note the space-times in which the fields evolve
are of the form : V = t⊗H3 , V = t⊗M , where t is the time coordinate.

In the case of the scalar field there are, at least, two ways to compute the
first Laplacian eigenvalues.
- Find a set of common eigenvectors of the Laplacian ∆ in H3 and one generator
of the covering group Γ, which will be named γ0 , then expand the eigenvectors
of the Laplacian in M on this set, and then impose the other periodicity con-
straints.
- Chose a Γ periodic test function in H3 and use the Rayleigh theorem [3] to
find bounds on the eigenvalues.
Another numerical method has been presented in [4].
The first method was chosen in [1]. It could be directly applied to the case of
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vector fields but this becomes complicated. The main part of this note shows
that the Laplacian eigenvalue spectra of a scalar field and a free electromagnetic
field are the same without calculating these eigenvalues. Once the eigenvalues
are known it is easier to compute numerically the eigenvectors. The necessary
elements are provided in appendices, but no attempt has been done to compute
the eigenvectors explicitly.
The identity of the spectra is shown in sections 2, 3 and 4. The technique used
is to express scalar and vector fields as tensors built from spinors. Appendix A
shows that, using cylindrical coordinates, the γ0 periodicity condition are the
same for scalar, vector or spinor fields.

The first section sets the notations and recalls very briefly some basic geo-
metrical equations. Some technical calculations have been gathered in appendix
B. Appendix C, although a little bit long for our purpose, discusses the advan-
tages of considering the second order Dirac equation. At last, Appendix D
provides solutions to the free electromagnetic field equations in V = t ⊗ H3

which can be be used to build eigenvectors in M = H3/Γ , and discussed the
existence of ”plane wave” solutions .

1 Notations.

The space-time coordinates {xα} of a point x are labelled with Greek letters :
α , β , γ ... , 0 ≤ α , β , γ, ... < n . The time coordinate is : x0 . The
vectors of the local natural frame are written : −→eα,−→eβ , ... . When tensors are
expressed with respect to local orthonormal frames they are labelled with Latin
letters : a , b , c ... . The orthonormal local frame basis vectors are called :

−→
ha

, and we set :
−→
ha = hαa

−→eα . The metric tensor is gαβ , and gαβ is its inverse.
The determinant of the metric tensor is called g . The signature of the metric
is : (+ − − −) . In the case of local orthonormal frames, the metric tensor is
written : ηa b and its diagonal terms are : ηaa = (+1 , −1 , −1 , −1) . Latin
indices are lowered with ηa b and raised with the inverse tensor ηa b .

In the neighborhood of a given point, the local coordinates, with respect to
the local orthonormal frame attached to this point, are given by the 1-forms :
ωa = haα dx

α , which satisfy the structure equations :
dωa + ωa

. b ∧ ωb = Σa (1.1)
where : ωa

. b = ωa
. bγ dx

γ are the connexion 1-forms and Σa is the torsion 2-form.
We shall also write: ωa

. b = ωa
. bc ω

c ↔ ωa
. bc = ωa

. bγ h
γ
c . The connexion

1-forms are related to the connexion coefficients by :
ωa

. bγ = Γα
. β γ h

a
α h

β
b + haδ ∂γh

δ
b

The connexion coefficients are the sum of two terms :
Γα

. β γ = Γ̃α
. β γ + S

α

. β γ

where the first term on the right is the Christoffel symbol and the second is
the contorsion tensor. The contorsion is anti symmetric with respect to the two
first indices : Sαβ γ + Sβ α γ = 0 . The torsion tensor is :

Sα
.β γ = 1

2 (Γα
.β γ − Γα

.γ β) =
1
2 (S

α

.β γ − S
α

.γ β)

and inversely: S
α

.β γ = Sα
.β γ − S α

β . γ − S α
γ . β ; S α

β . γ = gα δ Sβ δ γ

The torsion 2-form is: Σa = Σa
. bc ω

b ∧ ωc = −haα Sα
. β γ dx

β ∧ dxγ
We set : Γ̃a

. bγ = Γ̃α
. β γ h

a
α h

β
b + haδ ∂γh

δ
b

The curvature 2-form is defined by :
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Ωa
. b = dωa

. b + ωa
. c ∧ ωc

. b = Ra
. b c d ω

c ∧ ωd

2 Outline.

In this note the electromagnetic field, which will be noted Aα , is studied in static
four dimensional space-times of the form : V = t ⊗H3 , V = t ⊗M . In H3 ,
elementary rigid motions, which are not symmetries, are either rotations around
an axis or transvections (which generalize translations) along a geodesic called
base geodesic. Each element of the covering group is the product of a rotation
and a transvection having the same axis. Isotropic spaces are symmetric spaces
and have no torsion. This applies to the spatial part only, but in the following
calculations, the space -time torsion is set to Sα

.βγ = 0 . However, in appendices
B and C torsion has been re-introduced to get more general relations.

Cosmology studies the evolution of universes whose unperturbed metric is
spatially isotropic and of the form [5] : ds2 = a2(η)

[
dη2 + γijdx

idxj
]

where η is called the conformal time and the indices i, j correspond to spatial
coordinates. For these cosmological metrics, the equations of motion of scalar
and vector fields show that the technique of variable separation can be used
(separation of the conformal time from the spatial coordinates) if these fields
are expanded on the eigenvectors of the 3-dimensional spatial Laplacian operator
3∆ . This justifies the form of the space-times V chosen above.

The most direct approach would be to proceed as in [1], that is to say : find
solutions of the electromagnetic field equations in V = t ⊗ H3 which are also
eigenvectors of one generator of Γ , and then impose the periodicity conditions
corresponding to the other elements of the covering group. As in [1], it is difficult
to avoid using numerical method, which is not satisfactory. Appendix A shows
why cylindrical coordinates are well suited to the search of solutions for vector
and spinor fields.

Therefore we shall proceed as follows.
Given a set of tensor fields satisfying some relations between them, it was shown
in [6] that there exist a spinor field ψ such that they can be written as ψγhψ
with : γh = γα1 γα2 ... γαh , where all the γαi (1 ≤ i ≤ h) are different. In
the following, we shall assume that scalar fields and vector fields can be written
respectively (up to a multiplicative constant) as product of spinor fields of the
form : ψϕ and ψγαϕ . One can show that interaction tensors of the form ψγhϕ
satisfy also the relations (1.3) and (1.2) of [6] . In [6] , the construction does
not require that the spinor ψ satisfies the Dirac equation. In section 3 and 4 it
is assumed that ψ and ϕ satisfy the second order Dirac equation (Appendix C),
and we shall look at the constraints on the spinors resulting from the scalar and
electromagnetic field equations and show that such a construction is possible by
comparing the number of constraints and the number of degrees of freedom.

If the scalar field S = ψϕ is an eigenvector of the Laplacian in H3 the spinors
ψ and ϕ must satisfy some constraints. This is shown in section 3. The vector
field aα = ψγαϕ can not represent directly the electromagnetic field Aα. A
gauge change must be applied in order to satisfy the field equations and the
Lorenz condition DαA

α = 0. In section 4 we show that if : Aα = aα + gαβ∂βf
with f = µψϕ and if ψϕ is an eigenfunction of the 3-dimensional space
Laplacian, then the electromagnetic field equations and the Lorenz condition can
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be satisfied and that they represent 4 constraints. In section 4 it is shown that
the total number of constraints is less than the number of degrees of freedom,
therefore it is possible to find ψ and ϕ such that the field equations are satisfied.

If the scalar field S (eigenvector of the spatial Laplacian) satisfies the peri-
odicity conditions in H3 for some frequencies (eigenvalues), then this must also
be true for the spinors ψ and ϕ . Therefore this will also be true for the elec-
tromagnetic field Aα , with the same frequencies, and conversely, showing that
the scalar and the electromagnetic fields have the same spectra if M = H3/Γ .

3 The scalar field.

We first consider a free scalar field S whose Lagrangian is :
L = ∂αS

+gαβ∂βS −m2S+S .
The Euler-Lagrange equations are : ∆S = 1√

g
∂α

(√
ggαβ∂βS

)
= −m2S

We assume that S can be written as the product of two spinors :
S = ψϕ (3.1)

where ψ and ϕ satisfy the second order Dirac equation (C.16) with masses m1

and m2 respectively .
Note that (3.1) is not the only scalar that one can build from two spinor fields.
For instance we could have considered : S = aψ ϕ+ bDαψg

αβDβϕ , where a, b
are constant parameters, but this brings no simplification and no cancellation
in the calculations.

Equations (B.4) and (C.16) give :
∆S = Dα

(
gαβDβS

)
= =

[
R
2 −m1

2 −m2
2
]
ψϕ+ 2gαβDαψDβϕ (3.2)

If : ψ,ϕ ∼ ei ω t , S is independent of t . Then we chose : ψ ∼ e± iωt

ϕ ∼ e∓iωt then :
3∆(ψ ϕ) = −4ω2 ψϕ+

[
m1

2 +m2
2 − R

2

]
ψ ϕ− 2gαβDαψDβϕ (3.3)

where 3∆ is the 3-dimensional Laplacian operator for M or H3.
We are interested by scalar fields which are eigenfunctions of the Laplacian

on the manifold M : 3∆f = −λf , then one has the condition :
2gαβDαψDβϕ ∼ ψϕ (3.4)

Remark : In [1] and in many publications, the eigenvalue problem is written
as : 3∆ f = − (1 + β2) f which is convenient if spherical coordinates are used.

If M is a manifold without border, then for any function h (sufficiently well
behaved) :∫

M
(3∆f)+hdV = −λ+

∫
M
f+hdV =

∫
M
∂α(

√
ggαβ∂βf

+)hd3x

=
∫
M
∂α(

√
ggαβ∂βf

+h)d3x−
∫
M
gαβ∂βf

+∂αh
√
gd3x

The first integral is zero since M is assumed without border. If we set :
h = Ct , then for λ 6= 0 , one has the constraint :

∫
M
fdV = 0 .

Is this condition compatible with the hypothesis (3.1) ? Let us consider : ψD2ϕ
where D = γαDα is defined in appendix C . Using (B.3) :

ψD2ϕ = ψγβDβDϕ = Dβ

(
ψγβDϕ

)
−Dβψγ

βDϕ
The first term of the right member is a divergence, therefore, if ∂M = 0 :∫
ψD2ϕdV = −

∫
DψDϕdV . If ϕ is a solution of the second order Dirac

equation :
∫
DψDϕdV = m2

2
∫
ψϕdV
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If : ψ ∈ D± (see Appendix C) and ϕ ∈ D∓ , then :
∫
M
ψϕdV = 0 which is

consistent with the above constraint.

4 The vector and electromagnetic fields.

The equation of motion of a vector field aα with mass m can be deduced from
the Lagrangian : LV = gαβgµνDαa

µDβa
ν −m2aµa

µ + LS

where LS represents source terms. There are other possible Lagrangians. The
Euler-Lagrange equations are : gαβDαDβa

µ −Rµ
.βa

β = −m2aµ + Jµ (4.1)
where Jµ represents source terms. In the following we consider only free fields,
then : Jµ = 0 . The Lagrangian of the electromagnetic field Aα is :

LA = − 1
4FαβF

αβ + LS

where : Fαβ = ∂αAβ − ∂βAα = DαAβ −DβAα (the last equality is true when
there is no torsion). The corresponding equations of motion are :

gαβDαDβA
µ −Rµ

.β A
β − gαµDαDγA

γ = Jµ (= 0) (4.2)
The gauge freedom is used to impose the Lorenz condition : DγA

γ = 0 .
In the differential form formalism the Laplacian operator is defined as :

∆ ≃ dδ+ δd where : δ is the adjoint of the differentiation operator d . Applying
this definition to the 1-form ω = aαdx

α gives :
−∆aα = gγβD̃γD̃βa

α − R̃α
.βa

β

where : D̃β and R̃α
.β are the covariant derivative and the Ricci tensor computed

with the Christoffel symbols only instead of the connexion coefficients, as if
there were no torsion, although this expression is valid also with torsion.
Note that : ∆d = d∆ and ∆δ = δ∆ , two properties which will be used later.

We assume that one can write : aα = ψγαϕ where, as for the scalar
field, ψ and ϕ satisfy the second order Dirac equation with masses m1 and m2

respectively. Then, using (B.4) and (C.16) , one has :
∆ aµ =

[
R
2 −m2

1 −m2
2

]
ψγµϕ−Rµ

.νψγ
νϕ+ 2gαβDαψ γ

µDβϕ (4.3)

If one wants aα = ψγαϕ to represent the electromagnetic field, the Lorenz
condition must be satisfied. Using the same calculation as for (B.7), we have :

Dαa
α = Dα(ψγ

αϕ) = Dψϕ+ ψDϕ
If, as in the scalar case, ψ ∈ D± and ϕ ∈ D∓ then :

Dαa
α = ∓i(m1 +m2)ψϕ (4.4)

It is now assumed that the electromagnetic field Aα is equivalent to the vector
field aα up to a gauge change : Aα = aα + gαβ∂βf whence :

DαA
α = Dαa

α +∆f = ∓i(m1 +m2)ψϕ+∆f
If : f = µψϕ where µ is a constant coefficient, the Lorenz condition looks like
an eigenvalue condition. Let us assume that ∆(ψϕ) = λψϕ then the Lorenz
condition is satisfied if : µλ = ±i(m1 +m2) , and the electromagnetic field is :

Aα = ψγαϕ+ gαβµ∂β(ψϕ) (4.5)
The free electromagnetic field equation is then such that : ∆aµ+∆(gµβ∂βf) = 0
As seen above the Laplacian of a gradient field is equal to the gradient of the
Laplacian, then using (4.3), the field equations are :

∆Aµ =
[
R
2 −m2

1 −m2
2

]
ψγµϕ−Rµ

.νψγ
νϕ

+2gαβDαψγ
µDβϕ+ gµβµ∂β(∆(ψ ϕ)) = Jµ (4.6)

These equations represents 4 constraints. Are they independent and are they
compatible with the Lorenz condition ? Since the divergence operator commutes
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with the Laplacian ( ∆δ = δ∆ ), we expect : DµJ
µ = Dµ∆A

µ = ∆DµA
µ = 0 .

This is now checked directly.
We first compute DµJ

µ
U where : JU

µ = gαβDαψγ
µDβϕ . Using (B.7) and (B.9)

one has : DµJU
µ = gαβ

[
DTDαψDβϕ+DαψDTDβϕ

]

DµJU
µ = 1

4g
αβRcdγα

(
ψγdcγγDβϕ+Dβψγ

γγcdϕ
)

+gαβ
[
DαDψDβϕ+DαψDβDϕ

]

With : γcdγe = ηdeγc − ηceγd + γcde and : γeγcd = ηceγd − ηdeγc + γecd and
using the Bianchi identities of the first kind in the first bracket, it remains :
DµJU

µ = 1
2R

β
c

(
ψγcDβϕ+Dβψγ

cϕ
)
+ gαβ

[
DαDψDβϕ+ DαψDβDϕ

]

Finally, with (B.3) :
DµJU

µ = 1
2R

β
cDβ(ψγ

cϕ) + gαβ
[
DαDψDβϕ+Dαψ DβDϕ

]

where, according to our hypotheses : Rµ
.ν ∼ δµν .

Replacing this term in the divergence of (4.6) and using (4.4) gives :
DµJ

µ =
[
R
2 −m2

1 −m2
2

]
(∓)i(m1 +m2)ψϕ

+2gαβ
[
DαDψDβϕ+DαψDβDϕ

]
+ µDµ(g

µβ∂β(∆(ψϕ)))

With ψ ∈ D± and ϕ ∈ D∓ and with :
Dµ(g

µβ∂β(∆(ψϕ))) = λDµ(g
µβ∂β(ψϕ)) = λ∆(ψϕ)

we obtain :
DµJ

µ = (∓)i(m1 +m2)
([

R
2 −m1

2 −m2
2

]
ψϕ+ 2gαβDαψDβϕ−∆(ψϕ)

)

which, with condition (3.2) gives : DµJ
µ = 0 .

Therefore, the four equations (4.6) are compatible with the Lorenz condition
and are in fact three independent equations only.

The constraints used are now recalled. The spinor fields ψ and ϕ are such
that S = ψϕ , and are solutions of the Dirac equation. This is 1 + 4 x 2
constraints. Then the condition (3.4) is necessary if S is an eigenfunction of
the spatial Laplacian. The vector (4.5) must satisfy the four equations (4.6)
or three of them plus the Lorenz condition, that is four conditions. The total
amounts to 14 conditions, the two spinors representing 16 real functions.

5 Appendix A. Coordinates and transport of lo-

cal frames.

5.1 Hyperbolic spaces.

The hyperbolic n dimensional space Hn is defined as the upper part of the
sphere of radius

√
|K| in the Minkowski space Mn+1 . More precisely, if {xα}

are Cartesian coordinates in Mn+1 with origin OM , Hn is the surface defined

by:
n−1∑
α=0

xα xα − xn xn = K

where: K < 0 and : xn ≥
√

|K| . We set: R =
√
|K| .

The correspondance between the spherical coordinates (χ, θ, ϕ) of H3 , where
(θ, ϕ) are the usual polar angles with respect to some local orthonormal frame
Oxyz and the coordinates of M4 is :

x0 = Rshχc , c = cos(θ) , s = sin(θ)
x1 = Rshχ s cϕ ; cϕ = cos(ϕ) , sϕ = sin(ϕ) (A.1)
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x2 = Rshχ s sϕ x3 = Rchχ
χ ≥ 0 θ ∈ [0 , π] ϕ ∈ [0 , 2π]

Then the linear element of H3 is:
ds2 = (dx0)2 + (dx1)2 + (dx2)2 − (dx3)2

= R2
[
dχ2 + sh2χ ( (dθ)

2
+ s2(dϕ)

2
)
]

(A.2)

The coordinates (χ, θ, ϕ) are the Riemann normal (spherical) coordinates with
origin at χ = 0 , which corresponds to the point (0, 0, 0, R) in M4 . The
curvature tensor is: Rαβ γ δ = − 1

R2 (gαγ gβ δ − gαδ gβ γ) , the Ricci tensor is :
Rαβ = − 2

R2 gαβ , and the scalar curvature: RH = − 6
R2 . R is a scale factor, in

the following it is set to 1.

Hn , which is a space of constant curvature, is a symmetric space. A
transvection in a symmetric space is an isometry which generalizes the notion
of translation in Euclidean space. It is defined as the product of two succes-
sive symmetries with respect to two different points A and B . The geodesic
going through these two points is invariant and is called the base geodesic. In
H3 one can perform a rotation around this base geodesic, it commutes with the
transvection and the base geodesic is invariant. The base geodesic of a transvec-
tion γ is given by the intersection of the invariant plane, associated to the real
eigenvalues of the SO(3, 1) element representing γ in M4 , with H3 .

The elements of the covering group Γ are screw motions. A screw motion
is the product of a transvection by a rotation around the base geodesic of the
transvection.

Since H3 is isotropic, it is always possible to chose a particular generator of
Γ such that its base geodesic defines the Oz axis of the spherical coordinates.
This particular generator is named γ0 in the present note.

The Laplacian operator acting on a form ω is defined as ∆ ≃ dδ + δd where
δ is the adjoint of the differentiation operator d . ω of degree 0 corresponds to
the case of a scalar field, and ω of degree 1 to the case of a vector field. The
Laplacian operator commutes with all the isometry. It is then possible to find
a common set of eigenvectors to ∆ and one of the generator of Γ (only one, be-
cause the generators of Γ do not, a priori, commute between themselves). The
action of rotations around the Oz and Ox axis, and transvections along the Oz
axis, on the vectors of local frames, has been described in ([7] appendix A).
If we call L the length of the transvection, which is twice the distance between
A and B , a point p whose spherical coordinates are : (χ, θ, ϕ) is transformed,
by a transvection along Oz , into a point q of coordinates : (χq, θq, ϕq) given
by : ch(χq) = ch(χ) ch(L) + sh(χ) sh(L) c

cq = (ch(χ) sh(L) + c sh(χ) ch(L))/ sh(χq) (A.3)
ϕq = ϕ

where : c = cos(θ) (as in (A.1)) and cq = cos(θq) .

Depending on the problem it could be more convenient to use cylindrical co-
ordinates as described in [1]. The axis of these cylindrical coordinates is chosen
to be the same as the polar axis of the spherical coordinates. These coordinates
are named : z which is defined as the distance between the origin of the coordi-
nates and the orthogonal projection of a point on the geodesic Oz , ρ the radius
equal to the distance between the point and its projection , ϕ the cylindrical
angle, the same angle as for spherical coordinates.
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The correspondance between the cylindrical coordinates of H3 and those of
the Minkowski space M4 is given by : x = (shρ cϕ, shρ sϕ, chρ shz, chρ chz) ,
where : cϕ and sϕ are defined above in (A.1) .
The metric is : ds2 = dρ2 + sh2(ρ)(dϕ)2 + ch2(ρ)(dz)2

A rotation by an angle α around the Oz axis changes only the azimuthal angle
: ϕ → ϕ + α. A transvection along the Oz axis of length L = 2AB changes
only the z coordinate : z → z +L. The action of a screw motion, along the Oz
axis, is given in M4 coordinates by :



x′0

x′1

x′2

x′3


 =




cα −sα 0 0
sα cα 0 0
0 0 chL shL
0 0 shL chL







x0

x1

x2

x3




where : cα = cos(α) , sα = sin(α) .
The vectors eα of the natural local frames are given in M4 by :

e1 = (chρ cϕ, chρ sϕ, shρ shz, shρ chz)
e2 = (−shρ sϕ, shρ cϕ, 0, 0)
e3 = (0, 0, chρ chz, chρ shz)

It is now easy to find how such screw motions along the Oz axis act. Using
cylindrical coordinates, a screw motion along the Oz axis transforms the local
frame basis vectors as : γ0(ha(x)) = ha(γ

0x) (A.4)

In the case of the spherical coordinates, the transported frame would be
equivalent to the local frame up to a rotation since rotations and transvections
are isometries of Hn . The advantage of using cylindrical coordinates is the
following. A vector field can be written as : V (x) = V a(x)ha(x). If this field
is periodic under the action of γ0, only the components have to be periodic,
there is no additional rotation to take into account. These components can be
expanded on fonctions of the form : V a ∼ ei(νϕ+kz) with the constraint :
να+ kL = 2πm where m is a relative integer, as for the scalar case ([1]).

Likewise, spinors are defined with respect to (space-time) local orthonormal
frames, therefore, using cylindrical coordinates, γ0 periodicity conditions apply
only to the spinor components.

5.2 Spherical spaces.

The spherical n dimensional space Sn is defined as the sphere of radius R in the
Euclidean space En+1 . For S3 in E4 : x0 = R sinχ c

x1 = R sinχ s cϕ x2 = R sinχ s sϕ x3 = R cosχ (A.5)
χ , θ ∈ [0 , π] ϕ ∈ [0 , 2π]

Then the linear element of S3 is:
ds2 = (dx0)2 + (dx1)2 + (dx2)2 + (dx3)2

= R2
[
dχ2 + sin2χ ( (dθ)

2
+ s2(dϕ)

2
)
]

(A.6)

As above R is set to 1. With the same notations as in the hyperbolic case, a
point of coordinates : (χ, θ, ϕ) is transformed , by a transvection along Oz ,
into a point whose coordinates are given by :
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cos(χq) = cos(χ) cos(L)− sin(χ) sin(L) c
cq = (cos(χ) sin(L) + c sin(χ) cos(L))/ sin(χq) (A.7)

ϕq = ϕ

The correspondance between the cylindrical coordinates of S3 , which are
defined as in the hyperbolic case , and those of the Euclidean space E4 is given
by : x = (sρ cϕ , sρ sϕ , cρ sz , cρ cz) , where : cϕ and sϕ are defined in (A.1) ,
cρ = cos(ρ) , sρ = sin(ρ) , cz = cos(z) , sz = sin(z) .
The metric is : ds2 = dρ2 + s2ρ (dϕ)

2 + c2ρ (dz)
2

In E4 , a screw motion whose base geodesic is Oz has the form :


x′0

x′1

x′2

x′3


 =




cα −sα 0 0
sα cα 0 0
0 0 cL sL
0 0 −sL cL







x0

x1

x2

x3




where : cL = cos(L) , sL = sin(L) .
The vectors of the natural local frames are given in E4 by :

e1 = (cρ cϕ , cρ sϕ ,−sρ sz ,−sρ cz)
e2 = (−sρ sϕ , sρ cϕ , 0 , 0)
e3 = (0 , 0 , cρ cz ,−cρ sz)

which can be used to show that (A.4) is also true in the spherical case.

6 Appendix B. Tensors built from spinors, deriva-

tives and Laplacian.

The calculations of this appendix are performed in the more general case of
spaces with torsion and with coupling to gauge fields Wα , although this addi-
tional environment will not be used in the main section of this note.

We consider tensors of the form : ψ γh Tx ϕ where : γh = γα1γα2 ... γαh , in
which all the γαi (1 ≤ i ≤ h) are different (appear only once) , and where Tx
belongs to a representation of the Lie algebra of the gauge group .
We set : Dα = ∂α + Γα +Wα − Sα (B.1)

where : Γα = Γc d α
γcγd

4 , Sα = Sγ
. αγ and : Wα = W x

α Tx . W x
α is the

gauge field . It is chosen real, and for a unitary group with real parameters :
Tx

+ = −Tx .
The tensor derivative is :
Dβ

(
ψ γh Tx ϕ

)
= ∂β

(
ψ γh Tx ϕ

)
+ Γ

γp

. ϕp β

(
ψ γγ1 ... γϕp ... γγh Tx ϕ

)

Dβ

(
ψ γh Tx ϕ

)
= Dβψ γ

h Tx ϕ+ ψ γh TxDβϕ

+Γ
γp

. ϕp β

(
ψ γγ1 ... γϕp ... γγh Tx ϕ

)
+ 1

4 Γc d β ψ
[
γcγd, γh

]
Tx ϕ

+ 2Sβ

(
ψ γh Tx ϕ

)
−W y

β ψ γ
h (Ty

+Tx + TxTy)ϕ (B.2)
In the following discussion: {h} means a fixed set of indices {α1, ... , αh} all
different, as above.
If : c, d ∈ {h} , or if : c, d /∈ {h} then :

[
γcγd, γh

]
= 0 . If : c = αj ∈

{h} , d /∈ {h} →
[
γcγd, γh

]
= −2 ηcc γα1 ... γαj−1γd γαj+1 ... γαh . If :

d = αj ∈ {h} , c /∈ {h} →
[
γcγd, γh

]
= 2 ηdd γα1 ... γαj−1γc γαj+1 ... γαh

. Recalling that spinors are defines with respect to orthonormal frames, and
therefore that : Γc d α = −Γd c α these contributions cancel with the third term
of the right member of (B.2), and it remains :

Dβ

(
ψ γh Tx ϕ

)
+ Cz

. x yW
y
β

(
ψ γh Tz ϕ

)
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= Dβψ γ
h Tx ϕ+ ψ γh TxDβϕ+ 2Sγ

. β γ

(
ψ γh Tx ϕ

)
(B.3)

where : Cz
. x y are the structure constant of the gauge group : [Tx, Ty] =

Cz
. x y Tz .
The relation (B.3) is very general, in the rest of this note, we shall not con-

sider any more gauge fields, then (B.3) will be used with : Tx = I .
The Laplacian of the tensor field ψ γhϕ involves the term : Dα

(
gαβ Dβ

(
ψ γhϕ

))

which can be written (if there is no gauge field):

Dα

(
gαβ Dβ

(
ψ γh ϕ

))
= gαβ

[
DαDβψ − Γγ

. β αDγψ
]
γh ϕ

+ψ γh gαβ
[
DαDβϕ− Γγ

. β αDγϕ
]

(B.4)

+2gαβ Dαψ γ
hDβϕ+ 2Dα

(
Sα ψ γh ϕ

)
, (Wα = 0)

Let us consider the current : Jµ = gαβ ψα γ
µ ϕβ (B.5)

where : ψα = Dαψ , ϕβ = Dβϕ and let us calculate its divergence :
div(J) = 1√

g
∂µ(

√
g Jµ) .

Using the identity : ∂µγ
µ = [γµ, Γµ] − ∂µ

√
g√

g
γµ − 2 Sµ γ

µ (B.6)

one obtains : div(J) = ∂µg
αβ ψα γ

µ ϕβ + gαβ
[
Dψα ϕβ + ψα Dϕβ

]

where : D = γα (∂α + Γα +Wα − Sα) .

Finally, with : ∂µg
αβ = − Γα

. δ µ g
δβ − Γβ

. δ µ g
δα

div(J) = gαβ
[
DTψα ϕβ + ψαDTϕβ

]
(B.7)

where we have set : DTψα = Dψα − Γγ
. α µ γµ ψγ . Now, in (B.7), we would

like to replace DTψα by DαDψ :
DTψα = γβ ([Dβ , Dα] ψ +DαDβψ)− γβ Γγ

. α β Dγψ
Using the relation (C.15) for the commutator and the identity :

∂αγ
β =

[
γβ , Γα

]
− Γβ

. γ α γ
γ (B.8)

we obtain :
DTDαψ = DαDψ + γβ

(
1
4 Rcdβα γ

cd +Gβα + ∂αSβ − ∂βSα

)
ψ

+2γβSγ
. β αDγψ (B.9)

7 Appendix C. The second order Dirac equa-

tion.

Let ψ be a spinor. The second order Dirac equation is obtained by applying
to it twice the Dirac operator. This formulation has some advantages and has
been studied in [9] . This appendix summarizes some of its properties without
entering into details.

Consider the Lagrangian : L = γαDαψ γ
βDβψ −m2ψψ (C.1)

where : γα = hαa γ
a , and the Dirac matrices γa are defined with respect to

an orthonormal frame (in 4-dimensional Minkowski space). In the following we
assume that the γa matrices are such that : γ0(γa)+γ0 = γa and : γ0+ = γ0 .
One can find a description of Clifford algebra and their representations in [10].
The operator : Dα = ∂α + Γα +Wα − Sα has been introduced in (B.1) . The
sum : D = γαDα is the the Dirac operator.

The Euler-Lagrange equations give :

D2ψ = hαa γ
aDα

(
hβb γ

bDβ

)
= −m2ψ (C.2)
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From the Lagrangian we deduces the energy-momentum tensor :
T a
α = Dψ γaDαψ +Dαψ γ

aDψ − Lhaα (C.3)
the spin tensor : Sαcd = 1

4

[
Dψ γαγcγdψ − ψ γcγdγαDψ

]
(C.4)

and the current associated to the gauge invariance of the electromagnetic field
Aα (Wα = ieAα) :

Jα = i
[
Dψγαψ − ψγαDψ

]
= −

[
ψγα iDψ + h.c.

]
(C.5)

where h.c. means : Hermitic conjugate. Using (B.7) one checks directly the
conservation law : 1√

g
∂α(

√
gJα) = 0

We define : γ5 = γ0γ1γ2γ3 (C.6)

which satisfies :
(
γ5

)2
= −1 ,

(
γ5

)+
= −γ5 (C.7)

The sets of solutions of the type : iDψ = ±mψ are called respectively : D± .
If ψ ∈ D± then : iγ5ψ ∈ D∓ .

Now we consider the charge conjugation operation and proceed as in the case
of the linear Dirac equation by taking the complex conjugate of equation (C.2)
in order to reverse the sign of the electromagnetic charge, and set : ψc = Cψ∗

where C is a matrix operator. The charge conjugate spinor ψc is required to
satisfy also the Dirac equation (C.2) with opposite charge, which leads to the
condition : Cγa∗C−1 = ±γa (C.8)
The sign ambiguity comes from the fact that the matrices γa are in even number
in equation (C.2). Applying (C.8) to itself gives :

C(Cγa∗C−1)∗C−1 = (CC∗)γa(CC∗)−1 = γa

therefore : CC∗ = kI , where k is a complex number, since it commutes with
all the Dirac matrices. Then : C = k(C∗)−1 ⇒ C = k((kC∗−1)∗)−1 =
(k/k∗)C , therefore k is real. At last, imposing that (ψc)c equals ψ up to a
phase implies k = ±1 . One can add a last contraint which is that the proba-
bility (see farther) is conserved, that is : ψ+

c ψc = ψ+ψ whatever ψ is :

(ψ+ψ)
∗
=

(
ψc

+ψc

)∗
=

(
ψc

+ψc

)+
= ψc

+ψc = (Cψ∗)+Cψ∗ = (ψ+(C+C)∗ψ)
∗

and therefore : C+ C = I .

In the Dirac representation of the γa matrices : C = γy is a solution of
equation (C.8) with the minus sign. We name it C− . C = iγ5C− (C.9)
is a solution of (C.8), with plus sign. It is named C+ . Both solution sat-
isfy the relation C+C = I . If : ψ ∈ D± then : ψc = C−ψ

∗ ∈ D± and
: ψc = C+ψ

∗ ∈ D∓ . The Dirac representation has been chosen to find an
explicit expression of C . For any other representation R equivalent to the
Dirac representation, the γa matrices satisfy an equivalence relation of the type
: γaR = XγaDX

−1 . Then the condition (C.8) is still true if C above is replaced
by : XCX−1∗ .

Now we look at the charge conjugation effect on the Energy-Momentum ten-
sor (C.3) and on the current (C.5) . We have :

C±(γ
a(∂β + Γβ + ieAβ − Sβ)ψ)

∗ = ±γa(∂β + Γβ − ieAβ − Sβ)ψc

where, in this relation : ψc = C± ψ
∗ . As a consequence : C±(Dψ)

∗ = ±Dψc

and : Jα
c = −

[
ψcγ

αiDψc + h.c.
]
= −

[
C±ψ∗γαiDψc + h.c.

]

= −
[
ψ∗+C±

+γ0iγα(±)C±(Dψ)
∗ + h.c.

]
= −(±)

[
ψ∗+γ0∗i(γαDψ)∗ + h.c.

]

= (±)
[
(ψγαiDψ)∗ + h.c.

]
= (∓)Jα (C.10)

With the solution (C.9) the electromagnetic current is inverted as it should be.
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Let us calculate the first term of the Energy-momentum tensor (C.3) for the
charge conjugate spinor :

Dψcγ
aDαψc = (±C±Dψ

∗)+γ0(±)C±(γ
aDαψ)

∗

= (Dψ)+∗C−1
± γ0C±(γ

aDαψ)
∗

= ±(Dψ)+∗γ0∗(γaDαψ)
∗ = ±

(
DψγaDαψ

)∗
= ±

(
DψγaDαψ

)+

the same treatment applies to L , and finally : T a
α(ψc) = ±T a

α(ψ) (C.11)
The solution C = C+ keeps the energy positivity and reverse the electromagnetic
current as desired.

As seen above, if ψ ∈ D± then : ψc = C+ψ
∗ ∈ D∓ and Jα(ψc) =

±2mψγαψ = −Jα(ψ) . The 4-vector ψγαψ is usually used to define the proba-
bility density current. Although it is invariant under charge conjugation, there-
fore keeping the positivity of the probability density, it is not a conserved current
within the second order equation formalism, because, applying (B.7) gives :
Dα

(
ψγαψ

)
= Dψψ + ψDψ ( however, if ψ ∈ D± , Dα

(
ψγαψ

)
= 0 ).

The solution has been given in [9] , for solutions of (C.2), by defining the prob-
ability current : Jα

P = 1
2

(
ψγαψ + 1

m2Dψγ
αDψ

)
(C.12)

which satisfies the conservation law : 1√
g
∂α(

√
gJα

P ) = 0 .

Applying the charge conjugation operation we obtain :
J α
P (ψc) = J α

P (ψ) (C.13)
and if : ψ ∈ D± the probability current is as usual : Jα

P = ψγαψ .

The current (C.12) can be obtained by transforming the second degree equa-
tion (C.2) into a first degree system. For that purpose we set : γαDαψ = imϕ
Then equation (C.2) can be put in the form :

γαDα

(
ψ
ϕ

)
= im

[
0 1
1 0

](
ψ
ϕ

)

The matrix in the right member is the Pauli matrix σx . This equation is

re-written : (σx ⊗ γα)Dα

(
ψ
ϕ

)
= im

(
ψ
ϕ

)

Therefore equation (C.2) is equivalent to the usual linear Dirac equation in
(n + 2) dimensional Minkowski space with spinors not depending on the co-
ordinates xn, xn+1 . For the extension to higher dimensions of the standard
4-dimensional γa matrices see for instance [8] . Then the 6-dimensional vector

Ψγαn+2Ψ , where : Ψ =

(
ψ
ϕ

)
and : γαn+2 are the Dirac matrices in 6 dimen-

sions, gives the current (C.12) for α < 4 . Its conservation law can be checked
directly, and can be considered as a consequence of the conservation law of the
6-dimensional current.

Remark : As seen above, in the second order formalism, the solution ψc =
C+ψ

∗ conserves the energy positivity, inverts the sign of the electromagnetic cur-
rent, and keeps the positivity of the probability current. Applying the charge
conjugation operation does not change the coupling to the connection, then an

antiparticle is coupled to the gravitation field as a particle.

Equation (C.2) is now transformed in order to match equation (B.4) :

D2ψ = hαaγ
aDα

(
hβb γ

bDβψ
)
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= hαaγ
ahβb γ

bDαDβψ + hαaγ
a
[
Dα, h

β
b γ

b
]
Dβψ = −m2ψ

The commutator reduces to :[
Dα, h

β
b γ

b
]
= (∂α + Γα +Wα − Sα)h

β
b γ

b − hβb γ
bDα

= γb∂αh
β
b + 1

4Γcdα

[
γcγd, γb

]
hβb

and finally :
[
Dα, h

β
b γ

b
]
= − γbhγb Γ

β
.γα

Writing : γαγβ = hαaγ
ahβb γ

b = hαah
β
b γ

aγb = hαah
β
b (η

ab + γab) = gαβ + γαβ ,
the second order equation becomes :

gαβ
[
DαDβψ − Γγ

.βαDγψ
]
+ 1

2γ
αβ [DαDβ ]ψ

+γαβSγ
.αβDγψ = −m2ψ (C.14)

where the commutator is :
[Dα, Dβ ] =

1
4Rcdαβγ

cd +Gαβ + (∂βSα − ∂αSβ) (C.15)
and : Gαβ = ∂αWβ − ∂βWα + [Wα,Wβ ]
The second term of (C.14) implies a term : Rcdabγ

abγcd where :
γaγbγcγd = γabcd + ηabγcd − ηacγbd + ηadγbc + ηbcγad − ηbdγac

+ηcdγab + ηabηcd − ηacηbd + ηadηbc

If the torsion is null, then : Rcdabγ
abcd = 0 by the Bianchi identities of the

first kind. Using the fact that the Ricci tensor is symmetric if the torsion is
null, the second order Dirac equation is :

gαβ
[
DαDβψ − Γγ

.βαDγψ
]
− 1

4Rψ + 1
2Gαβγ

αβψ = −m2ψ (C.16)

(Sα
.βγ = 0)

where R is the scalar curvature.

8 Appendix D. Solutions to the free electromag-

netic field equations in t⊗H
3.

This appendix looks for solutions to the electromagnetic field equations in V =
t⊗H3 which can be used as a basis to expand eigenvectors . A subclass of them
can be interpreted as the equivalent of the plane wave solutions in Minkowski
space , in the neighborhood of one geodesic . For local plane wave solutions see
also [13] . We shall use cylindrical coordinates (see Appendix A and [1]). The
space-time metric used is : ds2 = dρ2 + sh2(ρ)dϕ2 + ch2(ρ)dz2 − dt2

The symmetry axis of the cylindrical coordinates (Oz axis) is chosen to be
the base geodesic of one generator element of the covering group Γ called γ0 .
In [1] the scalar functions which are eigenvectors of the Laplacian and γ0 at the
same time are of the form :

ϕµν ∼ Iµ,ν(ρ) exp(i(µzz + νϕ) (D.1)
These functions are invariant with respect to γ0 if : µzL+ να = 2πm where m
is a relative integer , L is the length of the transvection and α is the rotation
angle around the base geodesic.

The coordinates of a vector are written on the local natural base as :
−→v = vρ−→eρ + vϕ−→eϕ + vz−→ez

It will be convenient to use orthonormal local frames defined with respect to
the natural frames by :

−→
ha = hαa

−→eα and write : −→v = va
−→
ha , vα = hαav

a

but in order to avoid any confusion between the component names and to which
local frame they correspond, we rename them : −→v = ua

−→
ha .
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With the above metric we have : u1 = va=1 = vα=1 , u2 = va=2 = shρ vα=2 ,
u3 = va=3 = chρ vα=3 .

All the Christoffel symbols having an index equal to 0 are null and the other
are equal to those of the space metric alone. The non zero Christoffel symbols
are : Γ1

22 = Γ1
33 = −shρ chρ Γ2

12 = chρ/shρ Γ3
13 = shρ/chρ (D.2)

The non zero coefficients of the first structure equations are :
ω1 = dρ , ω2 = shρ dϕ , ω3 = chρ dz (D.3)

ω2
. 1 = chρ dϕ , ω3

. 1 = shρ dz
which satisfy (1.1).
The following equations will be used :

D2va = Dβ(g
βγDγv)

a = gβγ
(
∂β(Dγv)

a + ωa
. bβDγv

b − Γδ
. γβDδv

a
)

(D.4)

where : (Dγv)
a = ∂γv

a + ωa
.bγv

b

Dαv
α = 1

shρ chρ
∂ρ(shρ chρ u

1) + 1
shρ

∂ϕ(u
2) + 1

chρ
∂z(u

3) + ∂0(v
0) (D.5)

The electromagnetic field equations are (4.1) :
∆Aβ ≡ Dα(g

αγDγA
β)−Rβ

αA
α = Jβ (D.6)

here : Jβ = 0 since we consider free fields , with the Lorenz condition :
DαA

α = 0 .
Using the cylindrical coordinates, (D.4) becomes :

(D2v)a=1 = ∆(va=1)− 2 chρ
sh2ρ

∂ϕu
2 − 2 shρ

ch2ρ
∂zu

3 −
(
2 + 1

sh2ρ ch2ρ

)
u1 (D.7a)

where : ∆(va=1) means the Laplacian operator applied the the component :
u1 = va=1 as if it were a scalar function.

(D2v)a=2 = ∆(va=2) + 2 chρ
sh2ρ

∂ϕu
1 − ch2ρ

sh2ρ
u2 (D.7b)

(D2v)a=3 = ∆(va=3) + 2shρ
ch2ρ

∂zu
1 − sh2ρ

ch2ρ
u3 (D.7c)

(∆v)α=0 = 3∆(vα=0)− ∂00v
0 (D.7d)

where : 3∆ is the spatial Laplacian.

Now, by analogy with the plane wave solutions of the euclidean space, we
consider waves propagating along the Oz axis, and try solutions of the form :

A1 = A
1
(ρ) cos(νϕ+ τ)ei(ωt−kz) , A2 = −A2

(ρ) sin(νϕ+ τ)ei(ωt−kz)

A3 = A
3
(ρ) cos(νϕ+ τ)ei(ωt−kz) (D.8)

where τ is a phase and, a priori, k = k(ρ). In this appendix ω has not exactly
the same meaning as in section 3 (it is up to a factor 2) . Since the Lorenz
condition does not fix completely the gauge, we chose : A0 = 0 .

In the euclidean case, the equivalent of equation (D.7c) is homogeneous

and A3 = 0 is a solution. Setting A
1

= A
2
gives solutions of the form :

A
2
= Jν−1(

√
ω2 − k2 ρ) , where Jν−1 is the cylindrical Bessel function of

index ν − 1 . When ω = |k| and ν = 1 , one obtains the standard plane wave
solution propagating along the Oz axis with electric field aligned with the Ox
axis if τ = 0 and aligned with the Oy axis if τ = −π/2 .

With the hypothesis (D.8) the Lorenz condition (D.5) is :
1

shρ chρ
∂ρ(shρ chρA

1
)− iA

1
∂ρk z − ν

shρ
A

2 − ik
chρ

A
3
= 0 (D.9)

and the z dependence implies ∂ρ k = 0 .
For H3 : Rβ

α = −2δβα → Rb
a = −2δba for the spatial components of the Ricci

14



tensor (R = 1) . Using expressions (D.7) in (D.6) gives the following equations
:

1
shρ chρ

∂ρ

(
shρ chρ ∂ρA

1
)
−

(
1 + 1

sh2ρ ch2ρ
+ ν2

sh2ρ

)
A

1 − k2

ch2ρ
A

1
(D.10a)

+2ik shρ
ch2ρ

A
3
+ 2ν chρ

sh2ρ
A

2
= −(1 + ω2)A

1

1
shρ chρ

∂ρ

(
shρ chρ ∂ρA

2
)
−

(
ν2 +1
sh2ρ

)
A

2 − k2

ch2ρ
A

2

+2ν chρ
sh2ρ

A
1
= −(1 + ω2)A

2
(D.10b)

1
shρ chρ

∂ρ

(
shρ chρ ∂ρA

3
)
+

(
1

ch2ρ
− ν2

sh2ρ

)
A

3 − k2

ch2ρ
A

3 −2ik shρ
ch2ρ

A
1

= −(1 + ω2)A
3

(D.10c)

There are 3 unknown functions and 4 equations including the Lorenz condi-

tion (D.9) . First consider equation (D.10b). If we had : chρA
1
= A

2
, it would

become homogeneous :
1

shρchρ
∂ρ

(
shρchρ∂ρA

2
)
− (ν−1)2

sh2ρ
A

2 − k2

ch2ρ
A

2
= −(1 + ω2)A

2

which is the defining equation of the scalar field Laplacian eigenfunction radial

part (equation (14) in [JPP0] ), then : A
2 ∼ Ik,ν−1(ρ) would be a solution.

We assume that : A
1
= f(ρ)/chρ (D.11)

The Lorenz condition (D.9) is then : ikA
3
= ∂ρf + chρ

shρ
f − ν chρ

shρ
A

2
(D.12)

which can be used in (D.10a). Combining with (D.10b) one obtains :

A
2 ± f ∼ Ik,ν∓1 (D.13)

If ν = 0 , the only possibility is : f ∼ Ik,1 .

This solution satisfies equations (D.10a), (D.10b) and the Lorenz condition

defines A
3
. It remains to check the compatibility with equation (D.10c). The

Laplacian operator (see appendix A and section 4) ∆ = dδ + δd commutes
with δ , then if the Lorenz condition is satisfied one has : δ∆ω = ∆δ ω = 0
which shows that the equations (D.10) are not independent, and that (D.10c)
is automatically satisfied. This can be checked directly. After some algebra we
obtain : ∂z(D.10c) = 0 , and since (D.10c) ∼ e−ikz this means that (D.10c)=0 .

The equations of the electromagnetic field with the Lorenz condition are
satisfied by the hypothesis (D.8) and the solution (D.11), (D.13). The general
solution for a field propagating along the Oz axis is :

A2 =
∑

ν [cνIk, ν−1 + dνIk, ν+1] (− sin(νϕ+ τν))e
i(ωt−kz) (D.14a)

A1 = 1
chρ

∑
ν [cνIk, ν−1 − dνIk, ν+1] cos(νϕ+ τν)e

i(ωt−kz) (D.14b)

−∂zA3 =
∑

ν

[
cνT 3

ν,−1 − dνT 3
ν,1

]
cos(νϕ+ τν)e

i(ωt−kz) (D.14c)

where, with ε = ±1 : T 3
ν,ε = ∂ρIk, ν+ε +

chρ
shρ

Ik, ν+ε(1 + εν)

Each single ν mode is an eigenvector common to the Laplacian and γ0 if
: kL + να = 2πm where m is a relative integer, for a given value of β = ω ,
and can be used to find solutions to the free electromagnetic field equations in
compact hyperbolic manifolds as expansion over these modes.

In Euclidean space, the case ν = 1 corresponds to plane waves propagat-
ing in the Oz direction with linear polarization. With the gauge A0 = 0 , the
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electric field is co-linear to
−→
A which is then contained in the constant phase

surfaces z = Ct , in other words : A
3
= 0 . In H3 this is impossible, because if

: A
3
= 0 , then equation (D.7c) implies : ∂zu

1 = 0 , and ∂z(D.7a) would give

∂zu
2 = 0 . This is not a propagating wave. Therefore, the vector

−→
A can not be

tangent to the constant phase surface z = Ct everywhere.

Using the recurrence relations for the cylindrical function derivatives [1], one
gets if ν = 1 :

T 3
1,−1 = (k2−1−β2)

2 Re Iik+1,1 + kIm Iik+1,1

with : 4 Im Iik+1,1 = −k shρ
chρ

Ik,2

and : T 3
1,1 = 4Re Iik+1,1 = 4 shρ

chρ

[
Ik,0 − (k2−1−β2)

8 Ik,2

]

The choice : k2 − 1− β2 = 0 and : d1 = 0 gives :
A2 = −c1Ik,0 sin(ϕ+ τ1)e

i(ωt−kz)

A1 = c1

chρ
Ik,0 cos(ϕ+ τ1)e

i(ωt−kz) (D.15)

−∂zA3 = ikA3 = −c1 k2shρ
4chρ Ik,2 cos(ϕ+ τ1)e

i(ωt−kz)

For ρ → 0 , ikA3 ∼ O(sh3ρ) which means that in the vicinity of the Oz axis

the vector
−→
A , and therefore the electric field, are tangent to constant phase

planes. It can be checked that near the Oz axis the magnetic field is also tangent
to these constant phase plane. In conclusion, the solution (D.14) looks like an
Euclidean plane wave if : ν = 1 in the neighborhood of the geodesic Oz .

In order to get more insight, we can look at the behavior of solution (D.15)
when ρ→ ∞. The cylindrical radial functions Ik,ν → Qν cos(βρ+κν)/

√
shρchρ

where Qν and κν are respectively an amplitude and a phase. A1 becomes neg-
ligible with respect to A2 and A3 . The potential vector is perpendicular to the
radial vector

−→
h1 and the solution looks like a elliptical polarisation in the radial

direction.
This can be compared with the solution obtained in spherical coordinates. The
electromagnetic potential is expanded on the orthonormal set of vector spherical
harmonics [11] :−→

A = f1(χ)
−→
V1(θ, ϕ) + f2(χ)

−→
V2(θ, ϕ) + f3(χ)

−→
V3(θ, ϕ)

where :
−→
V1(θ, ϕ) = Y m

l (θ, ϕ)
−→
h1 (here

−→
h1 is the radial vector attached to the

spherical coordinates), and
−→
V2(θ, ϕ) and

−→
V3(θ, ϕ) are the other vector spherical

harmonics. For each pair (l,m) the field equations are satisfied by (up to a
constant factor) :

f1 = φlβ/shχ , f2 = 1√
l(l+1)shχ

∂χ(sh
2χf1) , f3 = φlβ

where : φlβ(χ) = 1√
shχ

Bµ
λ(χ) and : Bµ

λ(χ) are the Legendre functions with

parameters : λ = − 1
2 + iβ µ = − 1

2 − l

When : χ → ∞ the radial function behaves as : φlβ ∼ cos(βχ + κl)/shχ ,
then f1 becomes negligible compared with f2, f3 , and the electromagnetic field
is orthogonal to the radius direction, as in the cylindrical case. This is consistent
since the plane z = Ct is asymptotically tangent to the cone of summit O and
angle : cos(θ) = thz .
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