Sowing

Seed imbibition Seed germination

Seedling emergence Crop establishment

The very initial phase of a crop cycle that involves the seed germination and seedling emergence (SGE) process 

Cropping practices

Early sowing Late sowing

• The crop establishment phase is affected by a number of factors and their interactions,

• Studies on individual components affecting this phase are useful but not sufficient to understand the entire system,

• A holistic research approach is needed to address this complex system,

• The phytobiome research represents a good initiative to this objective which is also an occasion for interdisciplinary research and transnational collaboration.
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  poor crop establishment has several direct and indirect consequences.

Defining factors affecting crop establishment