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Objectives
► Compare teacher–child relationship quality, as well as structural quality of the ECE

services hosting 3 year-old children from two countries (France and Canada).

► Identify which structural quality variables explain the quality of the relationships.
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Measures

► Studies underlined the crucial importance of teacher–child

relationship quality for children’s development in early

childhood education (ECE).

► Results regarding structural variables that explain those

relationships, in particular at an international level, remain

much less consistent.

Program Play-oriented education promoting 

global development: Five guiding 

principles based on constructivism and 

socioconstructivism

Program focused on fundamental

learning and direct instruction; 

systematic instruction. Formal

learning of the alphabet, numbers

and writing

Pedagogical 

Perspectives

Initiated and child-directed learning 

activities. Promoting active learning 

through small group activities and 

focusing on socialization

Learning initiated and directed by

the adult in which the children are

more passive. Large group activities

where all must perform the same

tasks

►Montreal, Canada

40 childcare centers

Recruitment:  November 2016

Data collection: Spring 2017

Montreal                                      Grenoble

►The present study 

helped support previous 

findings, showing that 

greater regulation could 

be linked with a higher 

processes environmental 

quality in ECE 

programs3.

►Moreover, this study 

sheds light on the 

structure and processes 

of two different ECE 

systems for 3 year-old 

children in Western 

countries.
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►Grenoble, France

41 kindergartens

Recruitment: November 2017

Data collection: Spring 2018
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